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_ . . 25 2 r 
; „ there are ſome people who cannot read, without making applications of ge 
| the vicious and ludicrous characters they meet with in works of this kin 1 
I declare to theſe .evil-mindtd readers, _ they will be to blame, if they? apply 
any of the pictures drawn in this book. T'publickly own, that my purpdſe is, ib 
repreſent life as we find it; but God forbid, that 1 ſhould undertake to delineate 8 
any man in particular! Let no reader, therefore, aſſume to iümſelf that which as | 
properly belongs to others; leſt, as Phædrus obſerves, he make an unlucky diſ- 
covery of his own character. Stulte nudabit animi conſcientiam. There are phyſi- 
cians in Caſtile, as well as in France, whoſe practice conſiſts in evacuating. t eir 
patients a little tuo much; and the ſame vices and peculiarities of difpoſition, are 
to be ſeen every where. I confeſs, that J have not always exattly obſerved the 
manners of the Spaniards; and thoſe who are acquainted with the diforderly hves 
of the players at Madrid, may reproach me with having deſcribed their irregula- 
rities with too much tenderneſs : but I thought it was neceſſary to ſoften them a , 
little, that they might be the more conformable to the manners of ou own _ | 
| countxy. 3 . 3 „ „ 1 


— * 
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GL BIAS TO THE READER. EE 


F reader, before thou readeſt the hiſtory of my liſe, give me leave 
| to entertgin,thee With a ſhort ſtor j. „ | 
Two ſcholars, in their way from Pennafiel to Salamanca, being thirſty and fa. 
tigued, fat down by a ſpring they met with on the road: there, while they reſted _ 

themſelves, after having.queuched their thirſt, they perceived, by accident, upon 

a ſtone that was even with the ſurface of the. earth, ſome letters, already halt - 

effaced by time, and the feet of flocks that came to water at the fountain: having 
waſhed it, they read thefe words in the Caſtilian tongue; Aqui e a encerrada ef \ i / 
alma del Licenciado Petlro Garcias * Here is interred, the dul of the Licenciate 

Peter Garcias.* The younger of the two ſtudents, being a pert coxcomb, no 

ſooner read this inſcription, than he cried with a loud laugh: A good joke, 

« i' faith] here is Mterrtd the foul—a ſoubinterred! Who the devil could be the 

author of ſuch a wiſe epitaph !' So ſaying, he got up and went away; while his 

companion, who was bleſſed with a greater ſhare of penetration, faid to himſelf, \ [| 
There is certainly ſome myſtery in this affair: I'll ſtay, in order to unriddle it“ 

Accordingly, his comrade was no ſooher out of ſight, than he began to dig witingn 

his knife all round the ſfone ; and ſucceeded ſo well, that he got it up, and found _ 
beneath it, a leathern purſe, containing an hüͤndred dncats, and a card on which 

was written the following ſentence, in Latin'; © Whoſoever thou art, who haſt 
„ * wit enough to diſcover the meaning of the inſcription, inherit my money, and 
make a better uſe of it than I have done.“ The ſcholar, rejoiced at his good 

 -- fortune, placed the ſtone in it's former ſituation, and walked home to Salamanca, 

with the ſoul of the licenciate. „%% hn CCC 

Of what complexion ſoever thou mayeſt be; friendly reader, thou wilt certainly 

reſemble one of thoſe two ſcholars; for, if thou peruſeſt my adventures, without 
perceiving the moral inſtructions they contain, thou wilt reap no harveſt from thy _ 

labour; but, if thou readeſt with attention, thou wilt find in them, according ta 


me precept of Horace, profit mingleqwith pteaſure. 
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born, 


m) genius, 


| e birth and education of Gil. Blas.” 


V father, Blas of 1 


ried arms many years in 
M ( the ſervice of the Spaniſh | 
; * 3 monarchy, retired to the 
= ton its which, he Was 
where he choſe a wife among the 
| ſecond-rate citizens; who, though {be 
. was. 90 chicken, brought me into the 


world ten months after her marriage 


OO afterwards-. removed to Oviedo, 


where my mother became à waiting-⸗ 


womay, and my father ſquire to a lady? ; 
and as they had nothing but their wages 
to depend upon, I ſhould: have run We | 
hazard of being very poorly educated, 

- bad it not been my good fortune to have | 
- a canon for my uncle,-whoſe,name was 
Gil Perez: he was my mother's eldeſt | 
brother, as well as my godfather ;. a 
little man, three feet and an half high, | 


_, exceſſive fat, with his head ſunk. be- 


tween his ſhoulders otherwiſe, an ho- 
neſt prieſt, whoſe chief care was io live 
well, that is, to make good cheer; and 
his living, which was no lean one, fur- 
+ niſhed him. with the means. 

He carried me home to his houſe: 


while an infant, and took the charge of | 


my education; and I appeared ſo 
. . Iprightly, that he reſolyed io cultivate 
With this view, he bought 
N me an Horobook, ang unden 


2 Bain, n fie Spaniſh, adden) 
y, decayed gendlemen were entertained by the pobility for this purpole 3 
Os was. N the ied fn pul called © 


lating, from thoſe 
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tillane, after having car- 


underſtood the — ments. of 


in teaching me K let 
courſe. to his; 15 ling. To 
ways negletted top 1 
of applications. enabled hin * 7 — 
his breviary without Reſſtatiog; 


before: He had Al the inclination 5 
the world, t kühe © | io. "the Tat 
roms alfa, becauſe it would haye 

o much money 1275 to him; but, 3 
poor Gil Perez 
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guage, and was, perhaps, 195 th 
. 


not vouch 705 7 ak mo 


pg was, 1 wag © abies to fubjeA 


me to the birch of a ſchoo e 


| accordingly ſent me to the houſe of 
the moſt 5 


Godinez, who was. ge 
expert ogger in Oviedo. T improped 
ſo well under his inſtructions, ia fa 


and applying myſelt alſo to logick, be⸗ 
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gan to argue apaces I was fo: much in 


ſove with diſpute, Wat that. 1 ING my | 
is a perſon who! waits ona lady. | 
they derived” 
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five or fix years I, underſtood a little 5 
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THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF _ - | 


[ duct, of a ſorry mule, and forty good _- 
ducats, excluſive of ſome cal hich ADD 
I had ſtolen from my much honoured . 
uncle. The firſt thing I did, was to let 
my beaſt go at diſcretion, that is, very  - 
gently ; and throwing the bridle on her 
neck, I emptied by purſe into my hat, _ 
and amuſed myſelf in counting my mo- 
ney: my joy was exceſſive; and as I had 
never ſeen ſo much caſh before, I han- 
dled and gazed at it with inſatiable de- 


ers, known or unknown, and pro- 
ed arguments to them; and ſome- 
times meeting with Hibernian geniuſes, 
who were very glad of the occaſion, it 
was a good jeſt to ſee us diſpute : by our 
extravagant geſtures, grimace, contor- 
tions, our eyes full of fury, and our 
mouths full of foam, one would have 
taken us for bedlamites, rather than 
philoſophers. 

By theſe means, 


ſen 
po 


8 


however, I acquired 


to him. 


the reputation of a great ſcholar, in 


town; a circumſtance that pleaſed my 
uncle extremely, as he foreſaw that I 
ſhould not be much longer an expence 
Hark'e, Gil Blas,“ ſaid be 
to me one day; thou art no longer a 


light. 


my mule raiſing her head, and pricking 
up her ears, ſtopped in the middle of 


the highway. Imagining ſhe was frighht⸗ 
ed at ſomething, IT looked about to ſee 


I had reckoned it, perhaps. 
twenty times over, when, all of a ſudden, 


what was the matter, and perceived upon 

the ground an old hat, turned up, with 

a rotary of great beads in it; at the ſame 
time, heard a lamentable voice pro- 
nounce theſe words: Mr. traveller, 
for God's ſake, have pity on a poor 
5 maimed ſoldier !- drop, if you pleaſe, - 


schild, and it is high time for a briſk 
© Jad of ſeventeen, like thee, to puſn 
© thy fortune in the world: I am de- 
© termined to ſend thee to Salamanca, 
\ © where, with ſuch genius and learning, 
© thou canſt not fail of obtaining ſome 
good poſt: thou ſhalt have ſome du- 


"©cats in thy pocket, to bear thy ex- [a few bits into the hat, and you ſhall  \ BF / 
s pences on the road; and I will give | * be rewarded in heaven.” turned 
= © thee my own mule, which thou mayeſt ] my eyes immediately on the fide from 
4 ſell at Salamanca for ten or twelve piſ- | whence the voice iſſued, and ſaw, atthe' 
5 © toles, and live upon the money until root of a buſh, about twenty or thirty 
t thou ſhalt be ſettled to thy ſatisfac- | paces from me, a kind of ſoldier,” who, 
r upon two crofs ſticks, ſupported the _ | 
He could not have propoſed any | barrel of a carbine, in my apprehenſion, 1 
thing more agreeable to me; for I paſ. | longer than a pike, with which he ſeemded 
ſionately longed to ſee the world: ne- | to take aim at me; at this apparition, ' 
vertheleſs, I bad diſcretion enough to | which made me quake for the church's _ 
conceal my joy; and when the time of | money, I ſtopped ſhort, and pocketing 
my departure arrived, affecting the moſt | my ducats in a great hurry, took out _ 0 
lively ſorrow at leaving an uncle to | ſome rials, approaching the hat, that Was 17 


expoſed for the reception of the extorted 
charity, and dropped them into it, one 
after another, that the beggar might ſe: 
how nobly T uſed him. He was fatis- 
fied with the bounty, and gave me a be. 
nediction for every kick I beſtowed on 
the ſides of my mule, in order to get out 
j of his reach; but the plaguy beaſt, re. 
gardleſs of my impatience moved not a 
ſtep the faſter, having loſt the power of - 
galloping, by a long habit of carrying + 
my uncle at her own leiſure. + FS 
I did not look upon this adventure 
as à very favourable omen for my jour- 
ney ; Jreflected that I might meet with _ 
ſomething ſtill worſe, before 1 ſhould. 2 4 
155 arrive at Salamanca; and could not help port 
blaming my uncle's imprudence, for 
having neglected to put me under the 
direction of a carrier. This, to be ſure, . 
was what he ought to have done; but 
he imagined that, by giving me his 
mule, my journey would be the leſs ex, 
penſive; and he had more regard to 
that conſideration, than to the dangers 
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whom 1 owed ſo many obligations; the 
honeſt man was melted, and gave me 
more money than he would have done, 
could he have feen to the bottom of my 
heart. Before 1 ſet out, I went to take 
leave of my father and mother, who en- 
riched me with advice: exhorted me 
to pray to God for my uncle; to live 
inoffenſively ; to eſchew evil; and by 
all means, to refrain from ſtealing. Af- 
ter they had held forth a good while, 
they made me a preſent of their bleſ- 
* ſing,which was all I expected from them; 
and I, mounting my mule, bade adieu 
to Oviedo. 28 | 
| CHAP. MH. . 
Of his being grievouſly alarmed in his way 
to Pennaflor : of his conduct in that town ; 
with an account of a perſon who ſupped 


with him. ah 
E HOLD me then in the open 
field, clear of Oviedo, on the road 

to Penuaflor, maſter of my own con- 
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985 1 might be expoſed to on the road. In 


order, therefore, to repair his .miſma-. 
nagement, I determined (as ſoon as I 


ſhould arrive at Pennaflor) to fell the. 


+ _ mule, and take the opportunity of a 


carrier from Aſtorga, from whence |, 


could tranſport myſelf to Salamanea 
by the ſame convenience; for, although 


I had never been out of Oviedo, I was 
not ignorant of the names of the towns | 
through which I muſt paſs, having in- 


| formed myſelf of theſe things before 1 


let Ou t. 


Is. arrived in ſafety at Pennaflor, and, 


halting at the gate of an inn that made 
2 tolerable appearance, I no ſooner a- 


lighted than the landlord came out, and 
received me with great civility, he un- 
tied my portmanteau with his own 
hands, and throwing it on his ſhoul- 
der, conducted me into a room, while 


on of his ſervants led my mule into the 
ſtable. This inn-keeper, the greateſt 


talker of the Aſturies, and as ready to 
relate his own affairs, without being 


aſked, as to pry into thoſe of another, | 


N told me that his name was Andrew Cor - 
cuelo; that he had ſerved many years 
in the king's army, in quality of a fer- 


jeant; and had quitted the ſervice fif- 


teen months ago, to inarry a damſel at 


Caſtropol, who, (though ſhe was a little 


ſwarthy) knew very well how to turn 
the penny. He ſaid” a thouſand other 
things, which I could have diſpenſed 
with the hearing of; but after having 


made me his-conficant, he thought he 


had a right to exact the ſame condeſcen- 
ſion from me; and accordingly. aſked 
whence 1 came, whither 1 was going, 
and what I was. 1 was obliged to an- 


_ ſwer, article by article; for he accom- 
panied every queſtion with a profound 
bow, and be | 
_ ofity with ſuch a reſpectful air, that I 
could not refuſe to ſatisfy him in every | 
to awake me in time, after we had a: 
greed upon the price, as well for the © * 
hire of a mule as for my board on the _— 
road; and when every thing was ſet 
tied between us, I returned to the inn 
with Corcuelo, who, by the way, be 
gan to recount: the carrier's hiſtoryß ; 
he told me every circumſtance of his 
character in town; and, in ſhort, Wass 
going to ſtupify me again with intolera- * =: 
ble loquacity, when, luckily for me, a 
man of pretty good appearance prevent: 
{ ed my misfortune, by accofting him with —_ 
great eivility. I left them together. 
and went on, without ſuſpecting that! 
had the leaſt coneeri in their converſa. 
tion. When I arrived at the inn“, 


9 
0 . 
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gged me to excuſe his curi- 


particular. This engaged me in a long 
converſation with him, and gave me 
occaſion to mention my deſign, and the 
reaſons I had for difpoting of my mule, 

that I might take the. opporiunity ofa 
carrier. He approved of my intention, 
though net ia a very ſuccinct manner; 


for lie repreſented all the troubleſome. 


_ accidents that might befal me on-the' 


road; he recounted many diſmal ſtories |. 


of travellers, and I began fo be afraid 


he would never have done: he conclud- 


ed at length, however, with telling 
me, that if I had à mind to fell my mule, 
he was acquainted with a very honeſt 
jockey who would buy her. I aſſured 


him hie would oblige me in ſending for 
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ing his friend's allertions. 
| this dealer, with an air of indifference, 
how much money do you expect for 
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him; upon which he went in queſt of 
him immediately, with great eagerneſs... | 
It was not long before he returned with 1 
his man, whom he iutrbduced to me as 
a perſon of exceeding honeſty, and we 
went iato the yard all together, where 
my mule was produced, and paſſed ane 


re paſſed before the jockey, ho examin- 
ed her from head to foot, and did not 


fail to ſpeak very diſadvantageouſly of 


her. I own there was not mich to be 


ſaid in her praĩſe; but, however, had it 1 
been the p 
found ſome defects in her. 
me, that ſhe had all the faults a mule 
could have; and, to convince me of his 
veracity, appealed to the landlord, Who, 


pe's mule, he would have _ 


doubtleſs, had his reafons ſor ſupport- 
We , faid- 5 


© this wretched animal?“ After the eulo- 


gium he had beſtowed on her, and the 
atteſtation of Signior Corcuelo, whomrT 
believed to be a man of honeſty znd un- 
derſtanding, I would have gien me 
mule for nothing; and therefore told  _ 
him I would rely on his integrity; bid. 
ding him appraiſe the beaſt in his own 
conſcience, and F would ſtand to the va- 
luation. Upon this he aſſumed the man 


of honour, and replied, that in engaging 


his conſcience, I took him on the weak 


ſide: in good ſooth, that did not ſeem 


to be his ſtrong ſide; ſor inſteau of va 


7 


luing her at ten or twelve piſtoles, as 


my uncle had done, he fixed the price 


at three ducats, wnich I accepted wii 
as much joy as if L had made an excels 
Tent bargen, oa ae por oag 
After having fo advantageouſly diſ . 
. poſed of my mule, the landlord con- 


, ! % 


ducted me to à carrier, who was to Tet. 


out the next day. for Aſtorga, This 
muleteer jet me know, that he' would |. 


depart before day break, and promiſed 
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up to my landlady, whom I had not ſeen 


was pretty well frequented. When the 
amlet I had beſpoke was ready, I ſat | 


who had ſtopped him in the ſtreet. 


4 Blas of Santillane, who is the link 


© nivs, whoſe reputation is ſo great in 


-  keeper- and his wife, you know not 
throwing his arms about my. neck, 


cane he locked me ſo cloſe in his arms, 


4 flor.'—* How! known!” refumed he, 


AI lar, are looked upon as a prodigy ; 


at the riſk of ſtrangulation. 


and hyperbolical compliments: Tought 
to have known, by his extravagant flat- 
tery, that he was one of thoſe paraſites 
which abound in every town, and who, 


\ bellies at his expence: but my youth 
and vanity made me judge quite other- 
wiſe; my admirer appeared to me ſo 


called for ſupper, and it being a mea- p 
gre day, was fain to put up with eggs; 
which while they got ready, I made 


before: ſhe appeared handſome enough, 
and withal ſo ſprightly and gay, that 1 
ſhould have concluded (even it her huſ- 
band had nor teld me ſo) that her houfe 


down to table by myſelf; and had not 
et ſwallowed the firſt morſel when the 
ndlord came in, followed by the man' 


This cavalier, who wore a long ſword, 
and ſeemed to be about thirty years of 
age, advanced towards me with aneager 
air, ſaying, * Mr. Student, I am in- 
© formed that you are that Signior Gil 


« of philoſophy and ornament of Ovie- 
© dot Is it poſſible that you are that 
* mirrour of learning, that ſublime ge- 


this country ?—You know not,” con- 
tinued he, addreſſing himſelf to the inn- 


* what you poſſeſs} You have a treaſure 
© in your houſe! Behold, in this young 


- _ © gentleman, the eighth wonder of the 


* world!* Then turning to me, and 


Forgive, cried he, my tranſports! 
I cannot contain the joy that your pre- 
© ſence creates! 2 

I could got anſwer for ſome time, be- 


that I was almoſt ſuffocated for want of 
breath; and it was not till I had diſen- 
Sage my head from his embrace, that 

replied, © Sipnior Cavalier, I did not 
* think my name was known at Penna- 


in his former ſtrain; * we keepa regiſter 
of all the celebrated names within 
© twenty leagues of us: you, in particu- 


and I don't at all doubt, that Spain, 
«will one day be as proud of you, as 
© Greece was of her Seven Sages.” Theſe 
words were, followed by a freſh hug; 
which I was enforced to endure, though 
With the 
little experience I had, I ought not to 
have been the dupe of his profeſſions 


when a ſtranger arrives, introduce 
themſelves to him, in order to fill their 


; 


2 5 
8 2 Ko 
* . 
* 


n * PFF E 


much of a gentleman, that I invited him WH 


to take a (hare of my ſupper. Ay, 


too much obliged to my kind ſtars, for 
© having thrown me in the way of the 


© will fit down. to bear you company. 
© and eat a mouthful, purely out of com- 
© plaHance,} >; REY +, 

So ſaying, my | 
place r-ght over-againſt me; and, a 
cover being laid for him, attacked the 


* 


illuſtrious Gil Blas, not to enjoy my 
good fortune as long as 1 can! I have 
© no great appetite,” purſued he, but I 


panegyriſt took his 


amlet as voracioufly as if he had faſted 


* 


three whole days: by his complaiſant 
beginning, I foreſaw that our diſh 
would not laſt long, and therefore or- 
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with all My ſoul ;? cried he, I am 15 ! 


dered a ſecond; which "they | drefſed * 


with ſuch diſpatch, that it was ſerved 


juſt as we—or rather he—had made an 
end of the firſt. He proceeded on this 


with the ſame vigour; and found means, 


without loſing one ſtroke of his teeth, 
to overwhelm me with praiſes during the. 
whole repaſt, Which made me very wer 
pleaſed with my ſweet ſelf, He drank 


* >, 
x” 


in proportion to his eating; ſometimes - 


to my health, ſometimes to that of m 
father and mother; whoſe happineſs, 


in having ſuch a ſon as me, he could 
not enough admire. - All the while he 
plied me with wine, and inſiſted upon 


my doing him juſtice, while I toaſted 
health for health; a eircumſtance which, 
together with his intoxicating flattery, 
put me into ſuch good humour, that 


ſeeing our ſecond anlet half devoured, \ 


' I aſked the landlord, if he had no fiſh, 


in the houſe, Signior Corcuelo, who, 
in all likelihood, had a fellow-feeling 
with the paralite, replied, © I have-a 


delicate trout, but thoſe who eat it 


miiſt pay for the ſauce : — tis a bit too 


Ws 


* dainty for your palate, I doubt.“ 5 


© What do you call too dainty?? ſaid 


the ſycophant, raiſing his voice ;' you're 


*a wiſe-acre, indecd know, that there 
is nothing in this houſe too good for 


Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, who de- 


ſer ves to be entertained like a prince! 
I was pleaſed at his laying hold of the 


landlord's laſt words, in which he pre- 
vented me; who, finding myſelf offend- _ 
ed ſaid, with an air of diſdain, '* Pro- 
© duce this trout of yours, Gaffer Cor- 
* cuelo, and give yourſelf no "trouble 


could perceive 


and he renewed that 'complaiſance— 


I mean for the fiſh—which he had al- 


— 
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about the conſequence.“ This was 

what the inn-keeper wanted: he got it 
ready, and ſerved it u 

fight of this new diſh, 

| the paraſite's eye ſparkle with joy; 


in a trice At 


1 


, 


/ 


a? 
* - 


"3 table, and ro 
© Hed with) 
„without 

9 155 you ſee m lo -have.great occaon 

| „ en your, re 
0: with” othet 


Ws” . chang 
. ©perhaps 


* How.}” ſaid 


6. nee! 


„ o RN EP 2 cs 


r to conclude a os N riling rom 
words 

a Blas, 12 es well . 

our good cheer to leave you, | 

ring an important advice, 


Signor G 


rth beware. of praiſe, and 
ee body 
ou may meet 
hinged to divert | 
My an 
aps, 0 puſh things {ty}, faxther. 3 

© but don't be duped again, nor believe 
* i (though they mould ſwear. it) 

wonder 1 


Ch ; hencefo 


© you do not 07 1 


ed away. I was zs much affected by this 


dite, as I have ſince been. by misfortunes 


of far 
not fo 


greater conſequence. I could 
dp for having been ſo | 
FR - roſsly unpoſed.upon ; or rather, I was 
ocked to er my pride ſo humbled > 
Ito myſelf, has the trai- 
1 then, Made a jeſt of met His de- | 
gn in actoſting my Aandlord in the 


123 {Ry was only to pump him; or per- 
1 — 


v under ſtood one another! Ah, 

6 Mk Gil Blas go hang. thyſelf, for | 
a „ ſhame, for having given ſuch raſcals an 
POD e e . into ridi- 
e they'll tr a 

fine "hex opts they. affair, aneh il 
reach G ede, and, doubtleſs, do thee 

a great deal of honour; and make 

© parents. repeat, their having ad 
* away ſo much good counſel on an aſs. 
Inſtead of exhorting me not io wrong 
any body, they ought to havecautioned | 
me againſt the knavery of the world 
Chagrined with theſe mortifying reſlec- 
tions, and inflamed with reſentment, 
1 locked myſelf i in my chamber, and 


went to bed: Where, however, I did not 


_ Deep; f x, before 1 could: cloſe my eyes, 
the carrier came to let me know he was 
ready to ſet out, and enly; waited for me. 
1 got up inſtantly ; and while 1 put on 
_ my\cloaths,: Corcuelo'brought me a bill, 
in which, L aſſure you, the trout was not 


forgotten: and I was obliged not only 
to gratify his exorbitance, but IL had a- 


e mortification to perceive, while 'Y 
counted the money, that the ſarcaſtick / 
Eknave eemembered my adventure. After 
having paid ſauce fur a ſuppar which 1 
had ſo ill W I went to the muleteer 
with my bags, wilhing the paraſite, the 


e his 4 me 195 ee 


* 
4 


the, world. 80 
5 —.— e laughed in my face, and ſtal | 


| 


d 
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CHAP. 11. 


T WAS not the only 3 4 


yelled with the carrier, there being. 
in company two children b+.onging 10 
a gentleman at Penna flor, a little ſtroll- 
ing ballad-finger of Mondonede, and a. 


young tradeſman of Aſtorga, Who was 5 7 - 
bringing home a girl whom he had mar- 
ried at VNerco. We 


became ente 
with one another preſently ; a 
one, in a very ſhort time, 4 
he came, and whither he was goi 


The new-married lady was e N 


Been that, I had no great/pleaſure | 
in Jlooki . her; but her youth and 
plumpaeſs had a different effect upon 
the Carrier, 9 — Kar ty, to 2 an 
attempt upon her inclinations» he ipont 
the whole day in projeRing. this: noble. 
deſign, the execution of which he de- 
. ferred until we ſhould arrive at our | 

ſtage, which. 


the fürſt ian We came to,.a houſe: ſituated 
rather in the cauntry than the town, the - 


landlordof which he knew to be a c 


plaiſant and diſcreet perſon. He took 
care to have us cond ted into a remote 
apartment, .where he allowed us to oY 


io tranquillity -; but when our meal was 


-ended,,. he entered wich a furious look, 


l 


f 


[i 


| 


crying, Blood and oons!. I ami robbed 
ol one hundred piſtales, which IL had 
in a leathern bag, and I mut fd them 

immediately ; otherwife I Will appl7 


to the magiſtrate of the place, who is f 


8 no joker in theſe matters, and have 


« you all put to the rack, till ſach time ww 


© as you" copfeſs. the crime, and; veſtore 
© the money. Having pronounced theſe 
dreadful words with a very: natural air, 
he went out leaving. G6 All: in the utmoſt | 


. oandternstien- 


begun by putting us 
evacuated the room in à great hurry, 8 . E 


As we were rangers to 0 e 
none of us had the leaſt ſuſpicion of tlie 


{ fineſſe; for my own part, I ſuſpected that 
the poor ballad linger had done the 


deed: zeand, -perhaps,. "his had the ſume 
opinion of me. Beſides, we were all raw 
foals, utterly ignorant of the formali- 


ties uſed in ſuch caſes, and believed in 2 I 


that the ; ny would be 
Ito the rute. 
Giving way, 3 to our fear, we 


good ea 


Perg running into the ſtrect, others fly 
nto the 


ing bia to his heels for. ſafety. 


"Among. 


pened to be at ws | 
' belos..He accordingly made vs. alight at > - | 


arden, | and\every-one-be- 


NY ET FEY Avlaſt, 2 'F RS Ss 2, 
ever, he. was obli to N out, ; 3 
3 fear 0. Slant b crammed to the 4 heenns temptation ee = 
_ . very. throat; fon og, herefore, eaten ger our of the g bas, . 
Aud drank his belly 5 ee 4 — 43 pig = 1 : Han 
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Among the reſt, the young tradeſman | I was, whence” I came, my buſineſs in 
| 8 as much e as any of | the foreſt, and, above ah thn „to hide 4 
us at the thoughts of the torture, made | nothing from them. To theſe interco- 
his eſcape, like another Æneas, without | gations, the manner of which ſeemed. tio 
incommoding himſelf with his wife. It | me equal to the rack with Which the car- 
was then that the carrier, (as I have þ rier had threatened us, I feplied, that} 
ſince learned) more incontinent than his | was a lad of Oviedo, goin to Salamanca; . 
mules, and overjoyed to ſee his ſtrata- | recounted the alarm we dad undergone, 
gem ſucceed according to his expecta- and confeſſed, that the fear of being put 
tion, went to the bride; boaſted of his | to the torture had induced me to fun 
- own ingenuity, and endeavoured to pro- | away. They burſt out into a loud laugh 
fit by the occaſion : but this Luerece | at this diſcovery, which manifeſted the 
of the Aſturies, to wham the villainous 3 of my heart; and one of them 
aſpect of her tempter lent new ſtrength,#] ſaid, Take courage, f jend ; come along 
7 made a vigorous reſiſtahce, and ſcreamed | «with, us, and fear nothing we will put 
moſt powerfully. Ihe patrole; which | * thee in a place of ſafety.” So faying, _ 
| happened at that inſtagt to paſs by the | he made me get up behind him, and | 
then we retreated into the wood. | 


houſe that they knew deſerved their at. | t | ated into the wo, ove | 
© tention, went in, and demandedthe rea-] Though I did riot ki o wh t to mae 
of this rencounter, I did. not preſage 


ſon of thoſe cries: - vpon which the | 

_ landlord, who fat ſinging in the kitchen, } any thing bad from it 2 fon, ſaid I to 
myſelf, if Wee e 2 

bbed 


| 


J 


and pretended to know nothing of the e were thieves, 

© they would have ro , and perhaps 
murdered me, at once: they muſt cer- 

* tainly be honeſt gentlemen, "who live 

| © hard by, and who, ſeeing me ina pa- 
nick, have pity on N e and 
carry me home with them out of cha- 
* rity.” But I did not long remain in 
ſuſpence; for, after ſeveral windings 

and turnings, which we performed in 
great ſilence, we came to the foot of a 
hill, where we alighted; and obe of 
the horſemen. ſaid to me, This is our 
dwelling-place.“ I looked around, buỹt 


matter, was obliged to conduct the 
officer and his guard into the chamber 
of the perſon #24 made the noiſe, They 
arrived very ſeaſonably, the chaſte Aſtu - 
rian being quite exhauſted; and the 
commander (who was none of the moſt | 
delicate people in the world) perceiving | 
what was the matter, gave the amorous 
muleteer a wooden ſalutation with the 
handle of his halbert, addreſſing him at 
the ſame time in terms as inconſiſtent 
with modeſty as the action that ſug- 
geſted them. This was not all: he ap- 


before the judge, together with his ac- 


huſband of the plaintiff ſhould not ap- 


the charge of the delinquent. 


than the reſt, I got into the country, 


rehended the criminal, and carried him 


cuſer; who, notwithſtanding her diſ- 

order, would have gone of herſelf to 
- crave juſtice for the outrage that was 
committed upon her. The magiſtrate 
having heard, and attentively conſidered 
the cauſe, found the defendant guilty; 
cauſed him to be ſtripped and ſcourged 
in his preſence; and ordered that, if the 


pear before next day, ſhe ſhould be 
eſcorted to Aſtorga by two horſemen, at 


As for me, more terrified, perhaps, 


and crofling I don t know how many 
fields and heaths, and leaping all the 
- ditches I found in my way, I arrived at 
_ laft at the border of a wood, and was 


juſt going into it, with a view of con- 


cealing myſelf in ſome thicket, when 
all of a ſudden, two men on horſeback 
appeared before me, and called, Who 
goes there?“ As my ſurprize hindered 

me from making immediate anſwer, they 


| 


i 


earth and brambles, which concealed 
the entrance of a long ſhelving pa 


IN. REA 
* 


could perceive neither houſe, hut, nor 


the leaſt appearance of any habitation 3\ 
-nevertheleſs, theſe two men liſted up a 


huge wooden trap- door, covered wit 


. N 
4 rh Luce 2 
under ground, into Which the horfes - 


went of themſelves, like beaſts that were 


uſed to it; While the cavaliers, taking 
the ſame path, made me follow them; 


then lowering the cover, with cords fa. 
tened to the inſide for that purpoſe, be 


hold the worthy kinfmay of my uncle 
Perez caught like a mouſe in a trap! 8 
: . A) band LI x 12 5 3 

, ORE. 
A defeription of tie ſubterranean _hahita- - 
tion, and of what G | 


8 
- . 
* 


. 


I Now 4iſcovered my ſituation, and 
4 any one may eaſily believe that this 
diſcovery effectually diſpelled my former. 


4 


fear: a terror more migh 


laid my account with lofing my life as 


advanced; and each clapping a piſtol to | well as my ducats; and l ooking/ upon 
my throat, commanded me to tel] who | wyſelf as a victim led to ib ar 


= 


7 ; 4 
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founded, took poſſeſſion'sf my ſent! 1 
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walked {more dead than alive) between | 
my two conductors, who, feeling me 
tremble, exhorted me in vain to fear 
nothing. When we had gone about. two 
hundred paces, turning and deſcending 
all the way, we entered into a ſtable, 
_ lighted by two grout iron lamps hanging 
from the arch above. Here I ſaw plent 
of ſtraw, and a good many'caſks full o 
apa there was room: enough for 
venty horfes ; but at that time there 
were only the two thatwe brought along 
with us, which an old negro, who ſeem- 
ed vigarous for his years, was tying to a 
rack, We went out of the ſtable, and 
by the diſmal glimmer of ſome lamps, 
that ſeemed to enlightea the place only. 
to ſhew the horrors of it, came to a 


kitchen, where an old cook maid was 


buſy in broiting ſteaks, and providing 
for ſupper. The. kitchen was adorned 
with all neceffary utenſils; and hard by, 
there was a larder ſtored with all furts 
of proviſions. The cook (for I mult 
draw her picture)-was a perſon, ſome- 
what turned of :ſixty : in her youth the. 
hair of her head had been red as a car- 
rot; for time had not as yet ſo much 
bleached it, but that one might ſtill per- 
ceive ſome ſhades of it's primitive co- 
lour: ſhe had an olive .complexion, a 
chin pointed and prominent, with lips 
fallen in, a huge aquiline noſe that 
hung over her mouth, and eyes that 
flamed in purple. e HER f 
Well, dame Leonarda,“ ſaid one of 
the gentlemen, preſenting me to this, 
fair angel of darkneſs, * here's a young, 


man we have brought for you.” Then. 


turning to me, and obſerving. me“ pale, 
and diſmayed, * Friend,” ſaid he, ba- 
* © niſh'thy feary we will do thee no harm. 
< Havin pk for a ſeryant to aſſiſt 
* our cook. maid, we met with thee, and 
« happy it is for thee we did: thou ſhalt. 
There ſupply the place of a young fel- 
© low, mh tet himſelf die about Ween 
days ago: he was a lad of a very deli- 
*cate complexion; but thou ſeemeſt to 
* be more robuſt, and wilt ngt die ſo 
© ſoon; indeed, thou wilt never ſee the 
“light of the fap again; but in lieu of 
' © that, thou ſhalt have good cheer, an 

* a rodzing fire. Thou ſhalt paſs thy. 
* time. with Leonarda, who is à very 
gentle creature, an ene all thy lit.. 
* tle conveniences. I wil hen thee,” 
added he, that thou haſt not got among. 
* beggars." With theſe words he togk. 
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were filled with excellerit wine. He af. 
terwards made me pats through divers 
apartments, ſome of which. contgi: 
ales affintn, peers f MY. 
:e1ved gold and Arve r, and a 


el 


N 


iu ane I p 
boards. Then 1 followed 


of, copper, which. alle gave lieh to 
rooms. t 


: 


hat communicated wi 
and When I had ſatisfied his curio ty 
cheſe Feu en We 1, Gil Blas, Haig 
be, * fince thy deſign in quitting, the 
place of thy, gativity. was ta o ard 
ſome. gqod poſt, thou myſt, cerigialy 


© have heen born, with, a ca upon, thy, 
head ſeeing thou haſt, fallen 1nto..qus. 
* thou walt live here in affluence,” 111 


& 


Ke 6 
6 


* into the waod an hundred times with. 
* out diſcoyering it. The entty is un- 
known to every living ſoul, except m- 
and my comrades :. perhaps thau wilt 
4 ME a it ae W 
without being perceived by the people 
eee eee 
my lad, that this is not a work of our 
© hands, but was made many years ago 
* far, atter the Mars had gat poſſeſſion 
© of Grenada, Arraggn, aud almoſt the 
' © whole, of Spain, the chriſtians, rather 
than ſuhmit to the yoke af iufidels, 
fled, and concealed themſelves in his 
„country, in Biſcay, and in the Aſtu- 
« ries, whither the valiant Don 
| © xatixed.: fugitives, and 
«mall numbers, 
© tains and woods ; 


bs 

nern abad 1 | 
one, Haying afterwards been ſo lucky 
| ©rhey returned into the towns; nds; 
5. linsen 


* brotherhgod “ have diſcovered. an 
\.deſtro 
are ſti | 


„Heaven, I have kyed- here. jn ſafety 


y PL ofeſſion. It is tr ue, indeed, the holy, 
ha ſome of them; but-.therg. 


up a flambeau, ang, bidding me follow. near fifteen. years j. my name is. Cape, | 
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Tue Holy Brotherhood in Spain 
ſupprefs robbers, in times of civil commotion 
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all the kingdoms and provinces of Spain fo⸗ the 3 88 purpole. . 


w 


great quantity of Plate in differenticup= 5X 
large hall, illuminated by three hxanc 75 
ng 


roll upon gold and filyer; nay, more, 
5 thou, thaly e ſafe 5; for ſuch is the can. 


now, then, 


« ſerved. for aſylums to. people: of our 


% 
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him, carried me into, a cellar,. where 1 
ſaw an infinite humber of bottles aA 
jars well corked, which, he told me, 


1 


p a e 
ad reaſon. for leaving Oviedo 


a3 the offi... 
* cers of the holy brotherhood: may com 


t 


Pelagio. - 
(AS lived in moun- 
and v ſome lurked in caves. 
© and, others contrived many ſubterras 

Haring of which number this iss 


4 


Plenty remaining; and, thank: 


— 


n ... £5. 
called Ja Santa Hermanded was formerly an aſſociation s 


7 and it this day is an eſtabhſhment kept up through 5 3 


« tain Rolando : Tl am chief of the com- 
pa ny, and he whom thou faweſt with 
* me is one of my gang.“ 
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Of the arrival of more thieves in the ſubter- 
ranean habitation, and the agreeable con- 
verſation that paſſed among them. 


IGNIOR Rolando had ſcarce done 
ſpeaking, when ſix new faces appear- 
ed in the hall ; theſe were the lietyenant 
with five of the company, who returned 
loaded with booty, which confiſted of two 
hampers full of ſugar, cinnamon, pep- 
er, dried figs, almonds and raiſins. 
The lieutenant addreſſing himſelf to the 
captain, told him, that he had taken theſe 
hampers from a grocer of Benavento, 
whofe mule he had alſo carried off. 
When he had given an account of his 
expedition to his 5 ee the pillage of 
the grocer was ordered into the ſtore, 
and it was unanimouſly agreed to make 
merry. A table being covered in the 
reat hall, I was fent back into the 
kitchen, where dame Leonarda inſtruct- 
ed me in the nature of my office ; and, 
yielding to neceſſity, (ſince my cruel fate 
had ſo ordained) I ſuppreſſed my ſor- 
row, and prepared myſelf for the ſervice 
of thoſe worthy gentlemen. 
My firſt eſſay was on the ſide- board, 
which I adorned with filver cups, and 
many ſtone bottles of that good wine 
which Signior Rolando praiſed fo much. 
I afterwards brought in twa ragouts, 
which were no ſboner ſerved, than the 
whole company fat down to eat. They 
began with a good appetite, while I 
ſtood behind, ready to ſupply them with 
wine; and acquitted myſelf fo hand- 
ſomely, that I had the honour to be com- 
plimented upon my behaviour. The 
captain recounted my ſtory in a few 
words, which afforded a good deal of 


diverſion, and afterwards obſerved that 


1 did not want merit: but 1 was at that 


time cured of my vanity, and could hear 
myſelf praiſed without danger. Not one 


of them was filent on the ſubje& ; they 


- aid, T ſeemed born to be their cup- 


bearer ; that I was worth an hundred of 
my predeceſſor; and although dame Le. 
onarda (ſince his death) had been ho- 
noured with the office of preſenting nec- 
tar to theſe inferaal gods, they diveſted 
Her of that glorious employment, in 
which they inſtalled -me, like a young 
Ganymede ſucceeding an ancient Hebe. 
As great dith of roaſt meat, ſerved up 
after the ragouts, finiſhed the repaſt of 
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thoſe gormandizing thieves 1 who, 12 
drinking in proportion to their gluttony, 


noiſe, and ſpoke all 1 7 : one be- 
gan a ſtory, another broke a jeſt, a 


ä 


third ſhouted, a fourth ſung ; fo that " 


there was nothing but riot and confu- 
fron. At length Rolando, tired of a 
ſcene in which he was ſo little regarded, 
cried, (with a voice that ſilenced the - 
whole company) Gentlemen, I havea a 
« propoſal to make; inſtead of ſtunning 
«© one another in this manner, by ſpeak-. 
© ing all together, would it not be beiter 
© to entertain ourſelves like reaſonable 
creatures? There is a thought come 
into my head: ſince the time of our 
' aſſociation, we have never had the cu- 
© riofity to know what families we are 
© derived from, and by what train of 
adventures we have been ſeverally led 
to embrace this way of life; as theſe 
things ſeem worthy to be known, let 
«us, for our diverſion, communicate 
them to one another.“ The Hheutenant, 
and the reſt, as if they had ſomething 
very entertaining to relate, ee 
with great demonſtrations of joy, the 
propoſal of their chief, who began his 
own hiſtory in theſe words. 3 
Gentlemen, you muſt know that I 
©am the only ſon of a rich citizen of 
Madrid; the day of my birth was 
celebrated in the family by vaſt re- 
« joicings ; my father pretty well ſtricken 
in years, was ravithed at ſight of an 
heir, and my mother undertook. to 
© ſuckle me at her own breaſts: her 
father, who was ſtill alive, was a good 
* old man, who meddled with nothing 
© but his beads, and recounted his own 
* warlike exploits, having been many 
years in the army; ſo that becoming 
« infenſibly the idol of theſe three per- 
* ſons, I was inceſſantly dandled in their 
© arms. Leſt ſtudy ſhould: fatigue me 
in my tender years, I was allowed to 
« ſpend them in the moſt childiſhamuſe- 
ments; my father obſerving, that chil- 
* dren ought not to apply ſeriouſly to 
* any thing, until time ſhould have ri. 
pened the underſtanding. In expecta- 
tion of this maturity, I neither learned 
| © to read nor write; but, nevertheleſs, 
* made good uſe of my time; for my 
father taught me a thouſand different 
games: I became perfectly acquainted 
with cards, was no ſtranger te dice; 
and my grandfather filled my head 
* with romantick ſtories of the military 
< expeditions in which he had been con- 


* cerned. He ſung the ſame catches - 
over and over, and when I had got 
4. „ M OE 


* 0 


ſoon became frolickſome, made à heliiſh . 


they adored me. In the mean time, 


d © out being put to { 
_ * atlength provided; but he received 
_ © precife orders to inſtruct me without 


effects upon me, who either laughed at 


ſpite of his remonſtrance. I happened 


hs turned my maſter out of doors, though 
© he proteſted, and took Heaven to wit- 


about was, to gain my affection, in 


ment: indeed, they had no cauſe fo 
repent of their confidence; for, in a 
i very little time, he made me perfect 


_ « dint of carrying me along with him 
© ta the places he frequented, I imbibed 1 


Il I became an univerſal proficient; and 


ben 1 found I had no farther occa- 


- 
1 


_ © and my old grandfire wept with joy. 1 


© committed, in their preſence, the moſt 
© indecent actions with impunity: every 
thing was forgiven ; and, in ſhort, 


© having attained wy twelfth year, with- 


chool, a maſter was 


* ufing any violence, being only permit- 
© ted to threaten me ſometimes, with a 
« yiew of inſpiring me with awe. This 
* permiſſion had not the moſt ſalutary 


©-his menaces, or, with tears in my eyes, 
© went and complained to my mother 


© and grand-papa of his barbarity. 'It | 
© wag in vain for the poor devil to deny 


the accuſation ; he was looked upon as 
« a tyrant, and my affertion believed, in 


© one day to ſcratch myſelf, upon which, 
«. ſetting up my pipes, as if he had flayed 
me, my mother came running in, and 


C; ſk in. A LEES a 


« neſs, that he had not touched my 
la the ſame manner I got rid of all 


| s pbatchelor of Alcala; an excellent tutor | 


S 


* which he ſucceeded; and by theſe 
« means 1 the love of my parents, 
© who left me entirely to his manage - 


© in the knowledge of the world. By 


© his taſte fo well, that, except in Latin, 


© offer them elſewhere. 


"= 


company of other young men of the 
© ſame diſpoſition ; 'and as our 
© did not ſupply us with money ſufficient 
to 1 De ſuch a delicious life, every 
one pi 


© we' began to rob in the dark; When, 
© unfortunately, the corregidore gt no- 


© informed of his treacherous delign :. 


« flight, and transferred the ſcene of out 
© exploits to the highway. Since which 


| © time, gentlemen, God has given me 
grace to # rd old in my profeſſion, © 
the dangers to which it is” 


© in ſpite « 
© expoſed.? _ 55 1 

Here the captain left off ſpeaking ; 
and the lieutenant, taking his turn, be- 
gan with—* Gentlemen, an education 
++ quite oppoſite. to that of Signior Ro- 
© lando has, nevertheleſs, produced the 


© of Toledo, reckoned the greateſt brute. 


in the whole city, nor was my mother's 


« diſpoſition much more gentle. While 
© 1 was a child, they whipped me as if 
it had been through emulation, at the 
© rate of a thouſand ſtripes a day: the 
© leaſt fault I committed was attended 


| © with the moſt ſevere chaſtiſement; and 


„it was in vain for me to aſk pardon, 


© with tears in my eyes, and proteſt that 
« I was ſorry for what T had done; far 


=> 
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« mitted all kinds of debauchery, in the 
parents - 


fered what he could, at his own 
home; but that being alſo inſufficient, 


tice of us, and would have caulgd us 
to be . had we, not been 


upon which we conſulted our ſafety in 


© ſame effect. My father was a butcher 


from being forgiven, I was often 
| ©puniſhed without a) cauſe + while my 
© father belaboured me, my mother, 
(as if he had not exerted himfelf} 
© inſtead of interceding for her child, 


frequently came to his afhſtance,. This 
treatment inſpired me with ſuch aver- 
« ſion for my paternal habitation, that TI _ 


ran away before I had attaincd my 
« fourteenth year; and taking the road 
of Arragen, went to Saragoſſa, ſub- 
« fiſting on charity by the way. There 
©'T conſorted wit | 
© pretty comfortable life; they taught 


me to counterfeit blindneſs, to appear 


— 


p * # 1 * By * 1 oe 4 „*. 
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- 


beggars, who led a 


lame, and aflict my imd with fictitious _ 
PF 
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* ulcers, Ec. In the, morning (like [ © refits ſwallowed the change with great 
players, who diſguiſe themſelves in or- | * eaſe: they had not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
der to appear upon the ſtage) we pre- [of the. trick that was played upon 
pared ourſelves for the different parts | © them for, till I was ſeven years old, 
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- ©mea litt 


* we intended to act, and every one ran 
©to his poſt: in the evening we met 
* again, and enjoyed ourſelves all night, 

al the expence.of thoſe who had com- 

paſſion on us in the day. Tired, how- 

ever, of living among thoſe wretches, 
* and ambitious of appearing ina higher 
© ſphere, I aſſociated myſelf with ſome 
© knights of the poſt, who taught me a 
* oreat many ſtratagems; but we were, 
jn a very ſhort time, obliged to quit Sa- 
« ragoſſa, having quarrelled with a cer- 


© tain juſtice, whoſe protection we had. 


* enjoyed, Every one took his own. 
© courſe: for my own part, I engaged 
© myfglf in a company of brave tel- 


* lo, who put travellers under con- 


«tribution ; and liked their manner of 
© Iivinz ſo well, that hitherto I have 
© never felt the leaſt inclination to ſeek. 
© another. ' I am, therefore, geatlemen, 
very much obliged to the barbarity, 
© of my parents; for had they treated 
| le leſs ſavagely, inſtead of be-, 
©ing an honotirable lieutenant, I ſhould, 
© have been, doubtleſs, at this day, a 
© miſerable butcher.” | 


The next rhat ſpoke was a young | 


thief; who, fitting between the cap- 
tain and lieutenant, ſaid, * Gentiemen,, 
* the ſtories we have heard are neither, 
* ſocomplicated, nor ſo curious as mine: 
©1 owe.my being to a peaſam's wiſe, 
* who lived in the neighbourhood of Se- 
£ ville: three weeks after ſhe had 
© brought me'into the world, (being ſtill 
© young, handſome, and healthy) it was 
© propoſed to her, to nurſe a man of qua- 
© lity's only ſon, lately born in Seville :, 
© this propoſal my mother cheerfully 


* atcepred, and went to fetch the child q 


© which being committed to her care, ſhe 
© no. ſooner brought it home to her, 
© houſe, than perceiving ſome ſmall re- 
© ſemblance between us, ſhe was tempted 
* to make me paſs for the infant of qua- 


. © lity, in hopes that ſhe ſhould one day. 


© be well rewarded by me for that kind 
© office: my father, who was not more 
© ſcrupulous than his neighbours, ap- 
prove of the deceit ; ſo that, after 
having made us exchangę our ſwadling. 
© cloarhs, the ſon of Dan . 
© Herfefa was ſent to another nurſe un- 
der my name, and my mother ſuckled 
© me under his. FFF 
Notwithſtanding all the fine things 
that are ſaid of inflin, and the force 
© of blood, the little gentleman's pa- 


1 ſcarce was ever out of their arm. 
Their intention being to make me a 
complete cavalieg all ſorts of maſters 


* were provided; but I had no great in- 


© clination for the exerciſes I ſearned, 
and ſtill leſs reliſh for the ſciences. 
© they explained; I loved much better 
© to game with the ſervants, for whoſe. 


company I frequented the kitchen and 
ſtable: 
dominant paſſion ; for before I was ſe- 
* venteen years of age, I got drunk 


daily, ſeduced all the women in the : 
* houſe, but attached myſelf chiefly to. - 
the cook-maid, who ſeemed to merit 


my principal regard: ſhe was a fat 


* jolly wench, whoſe pleaſaptry and 


ſleekneſs pleaſed me much; and I made 
© love to her with ſo little circumſpec- 
* tion, that Don Rodrigo. himſel{ per- 
* ceived it. He reprimanded me ſharp-- 
© ly; reproached me with the baſeneſs of 


my inclinations; and leſt the fight of this- 
* amiable object ſhould render his re- 


6 


monſtrances inetfectual, turned my 
* princeſs out of doors. 

] was diſguſted at this piece of con- 
duct, for which I reſolved tio be re- 


venged: with this view, I flole his 
| © lady's jewels, and running in queſt of 


my fair Helen, who had retired to the- 


© houſe of a waſher-woman of her ac- _ 

« quaiutance, I carried her off, at noon- 
day, to the end that nobody might be 
ignorant of my paſſion. | That was not _- 


© all; I conducted ker to her own coun-- 


©try, where I married her in a ſolemn 


manner, that 1 might not only give 


Herrera the more vexation, but alfo 


afford ſuch a worthy example to the 


children of noblemen. Three months | 


* after my marriage; I was informed of 
Don Rodrigo's death; a piece of news 


did not receive with indifference; 


. * 


but repairing, inſtantly to Seville, in 
* order to demand his eſtate, I found _ 
things ſtrangely altered]! My mother, 


who was dead, had been filly enough, 
: on her death. hed, to confeſs the whole 
affair, in preſence of the curate of the 


village, and other credible witneſſes; 
*40. conſequence of which, the true ſon _ 
of L odrigo was already in poſleſ- . 
* fron of my plare, or rather of his on 


© of Don 


* and had been received with the more 


: joy, on account of their being difſatis- - 
' fied with me. Wherefore, having no- 


thing to expect from that quarter, 
* and no longer feeling my inclination 
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ut play was not long my pre- f 
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6 fort my fat ſpouſe, 1 joined ſome. gen- 
« tlemen of the road, with, whom I be- 
gan my expeditions.? - | 
The young robber having. ended. "Je 
ſtory, another informed us, that he was 
the ſon of a merchaat at Burgos, and, 
rompted by an pry devotion, 
had taken the habit, and profeſſeda very 
auſtere order, from. which, in a few | 
years, he apoſtatized. In ſhort, thoſe | 
eight highwavmen ſpoke in their turns, 
and when 1 had heard them all, I was 
not at all ſurpriſed to find them toge- 
ther. The Kiſcout ſe was eee 
changed; they brought upon the carpet 
ſeyeral projects for their next excur- 
ſions, and after having come to a deter- 
mination, got up from table in order to 
go to reſt, Having lighted their wax 
candles, and withdrawn, 1 followed 
Captain Rulando into his chamber, | 
where, while 1 helped to undreſs him, 
Well, Gil Blas,” ſays he, thou ſeelt | 
© how,we live: we are always merry, 


and hatred and envy never get footing | 


8 mod 155 v8 have never the leaſt 
« quarrel with one another, but are more 
© united than a convent of monks ; thou 
* wilt, my child,” purſued he, lead. A 
< very agreeable life in this place; for 1 
« don't believe thee ſool enough to bog- 
« vie at living with robbers. Eh! do 
© thou think that there are koneſter peo- 
ﬀ in the world than we? No, m 
* Jad, every one loves to prey upon Fir 
« fellows ; ; it is an _univerfal principle, 
* though- variouſly exerted; ' Congue- 
[* rors (for example) ſeize upon the ter. 
* ritories of their neighbours : people of 
quality borrow without any intention 
* of repaying ; bankers, treaſurers, ex- 
change-brokers, clerks, and all kinds 
of merchants, great and ſmall, are not 
a whit. more conſcientious: As for 
your limbs of the law, I need not men- 
tion them: every. body knows what 
they can. do: I muſt own, however, 
that they are ſomewhat more humane 
than we ; for -we .often put innocent 
peaple ty death, and they ys 
ſave the lives of the ACh 105 
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rH EN the captain of the ahiemes 
had made this apology for his 
roſeſſion, he went to bed, and I return- 
d into the hall, where 1 uncovered the 
able, and put every thing in omler: 

rom thence I went into the Kitchen; | 
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| called) expected we to per. Thougn 


I had no appetite, 1 ſat. down {with 
them; but as 4 could not eat, and ap- 
peared as melancholy as I had cauſe tor 

theſe two zpparitions, equally a 
lified, undertook to give me conſolation- 


aid, the old lady: * you oight rather to 
rejoice at your good fortune, Nou 


0 temper; conſequently would have been, 
4 in alittle time, Joſt in the world: there 

you would have fallen into the hands'of 
Þ libertines, who. would have eagaged 

© you in all manner of debauchery ; 
© whereas, here your innocence finds a 
* ſecure haven. , Dame Leonarda is 
moor, with great gravity ; © and let me 
LF thaek Heaven, therefore, "= friend, 
for having delivered thee af once. 
from the dangers, difficulties, and Mis. 
© ſery of life,? - 


becauſe to fret myſelf would have dong 
me no ſervice : at laſt Domingo, bay 
ing eaten and drank plentifully, retired 
into the ſtable ; while Leonarda, with 
a lamp ia her hand, conducted me inta 
a vauit-which ſerved as a burying - place 


and in Which 1 perceived a miſerable 


| trackle-bed, that looked more like a 
© Hereis your bed. 


tomb than a couch: 

chamber, ſaid the : the lad; whoſe _ 

© place yon have the good fortune to 

* ſupply, llept here, as long as he lived 

© amongſt us; and now that he is dead. 

* reſts in the ſame place. He ;flipped 
© away in the flower of his age: | hops 


you will not be ſofimple as to bello, Bs his 


„example.“ So ſaying, ſhe put the HHH. 

into my hand, and returned. an. on 

kitchen; while l „letting the lamp 

che tak: t hrew: myſelf upon rhe hoc” 
ny, much i it expectation ot enjoying 


dulge my melancholy ref ections. 

Heavens ' .cried I, was ever — + 

1 terrible as mine ! I am baniſhe 
«from the ſight of the ſun: and, as it 


« the age of eighteen, I am mereever 
condemned to ſerve thieves, to-ſpend 
« the day among highwaymen, and the 


ly over theſe ſuggeſtions, which ſeem» - 
ed to me, and were in effect, 1 
| ſhocking: A thouſand times 4 caniee -- 
my uncle's deſign of ſending me to Ha- 
lamanca : I eee of my flying from 


here * Oy was the ald negro | 


1 at Cacabilasy nad n — * 


4 


add, the world is full "bf afflietione | 


I bore their diſcourſe u with. patience, - | 


to the robberswhodied a natural death, 


1 


it was not enough to be huried alive at 


Why do you aflict yourſelf, child? 


are young, and ſeem to be of-an.eaſy + 


in the right,“ ſaid the old black -a - 


— 


the leaſt-repoſe, as with a view „ in? 5 


5 night among the dead? I wept bitter» 


* 
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- © deed, I 
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nad fubmitted to the torture. But re- 


all the faints in heaven. 


collecting that I conſumed myſelf in vain 


complaints to no purpoſe, I began to 


think of ſome means by which 1 might 
efcape.. * What,” ſaid 1 to myſelf, '* is 
© it then impoſſibie to deliver myfelf; the 
© thieves are afleep; the cook-maid and 


© negro will be in tlie ſame condition 


* preſently; cannot I, while they are all 


quiet, by the help of my lamp, find out 


© the paſſage through which I deſcended 
© into this 1nfernal abode ! Tt is true, in- 
don't think myſelſ ftrong 
* enough to lift the trap.door that co- 
vers the entry; but, however, that I 
may have nothing to reproach myſelf 


with, I will try; my deſpair will, per- 


F$ haps, ſupply me with ſtrength, and 
who knows but I may accomplith 


„ 770 
Having then projected this great de- 
fign, I got up, when I imagined Leo- 


narda and Domingo were at reſt; and 


taking the lamp in my hand, went out 
to the vault, recommending myſelf to 
It was not 
without great difficulty, that I found 
again all the windings of this new la- 
byrinth, and arrived at the door of the 
ſtable; where, at laft, perceiving the 

fage I wag in fearch of, I went into 
it, advancing towards the trap, with 


as much nimbleneſs as joy: but, alas 1 


in the middle of the entry, I met with 
a curſed iron gate, faſt locked, and con- 
fiſting of ſtrong bars, ſo cloſe to one ano- 
ther, that I could ſcarce thruſt my hand 
' between them. I was confounded at 
the ſight of this new obſtacle, which I 
had not obſerved when I came in, the 
grate being then open: I did not fail, 

wever, to feel the bars and examine 
the Jock, which I even attempted to 
force; when, all of a ſudden, I felt. 
acroſs my ſhoulders, five or fix luſty 
thwacks with a bull's pizzle; upon 


which L uttered ſuch a dreadful yell, 
- that the whole cavern echoed with the 


found; and looking behind me, per- 
ceived the old negro in his ſhirt, with a 


dark lanthorn in one hand, and the in- 
ſtrument of his execution in the other. 
Ah, ha! Mr. Jackanapes,* ſaid he, 


« you want to make your eſcape, hah! 


© You muſt not imagine that Iam to be 


© caught napping. I heard you all the 
while. 1 ſuppoſe you thought the 


 ©grate was open, didn't you? Know, 


« my boy, that henceforth thou ſhalt al- 
« ways find it ſhut ; and that, when we de- 
* tain any body here, againſt his incli- 


nation, he muſt be more cunning than 


* thou, if ever he gets off, 
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lsa the mean time, two or three of the 


noiſe of my cries, and belie ing that the 


alarmed their companions. In an 


go chaſtiſed me; but they no ſooner 


me, thou haſt not been here ſix hours, 
and want'ſt to take thy. leave of us 


c thuſian friar? Go to bed; thou art 


quit for once, on account of the 


prond of his exploit, returned into his 
fable ; and I ſneaked back tomy Gol- 


thou hadſt been ſo ſprightly and good 
x natured,” n at's 3 1 


thieves, ſtarting out of their fleep, at the 


holy brotherhood was coming ſouſe 
upon them, got up in a hurry, and 


inſtant all were a- foot; and ſeizing 
their ſwords. and carbines, advance 
half-naked to the place where Domin- 


underſtood the cauſe of the noiſe they 
had heard, than their uneaſiheſs was 
changed into fits of laughter. How, 
Gil Blas !* ſaid the apoſtate thief to 


already! Sure thou muſt have a great 
© averſion to a retired life, hah? What 
© would'ſt'thou' do, if thon wert a Car- 


© ſtripes Domingo has beſtowed on thee ; 
© but if ever thou ſhould*ſt make another 
© effort to eſcape, by St. Bartholomew 
we will flay thee alive l“ This faid, he 
withdrew ; the other thieves retired in- 
to their apartments; the old negro, 


gotha, where I ſpent the remaining part 
of the night in ighs and tears. 


C HAP. VII. 


Of the behaviour of Gil Blas, when he could 
; | do no better. | 


D URING the firſt days of my 
"captivity, I was like to fink under 
the ſorrow that oppreſſed me, and might 
have been ſaid to die by inches; but at 
laſt, my good genius inſpired me with 
the reſolution to diſſemble: I affeed 
to appear leſs fad than uſual; I began to 
taugh and fing, though, God' knows, 
with an aching heart. In a word, I 
counterfeited fo well, that. Leonarda 
and Domingo were deceived, and believ- 
ed the bird was at laſt reconciled to his 
cage. The robbers were of the ſame 
opinion; for I aſſumed à gay air when 
I filled wine for them, and ming'ed in 
their converſation, whenever I had an 
opportunity of acting the buffoon. This 
freedom, far from diſpleaſing, afforded 
them diverſion. * Gil Blas, ſaid. the 
captain to me one evening, while I enter- 
tertained them in this manner, (tho 

* haſt done well, my lad, to baniſh thy 
« melancholy; I am charmed with thy 
wit and humour: I find people are not 
* known all at once; for I did not think 
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ING ed upon, me as one of their companions, 
ſouſe BW diſpoſition, Gentlemen, ſaid I, al- | from that moment diſpenſed with my 
„ and low me to tell my mind: fince my a- ſervice, and re-eſtabliſhed Dame Las- 
we © bode in this place, I find myſelf quite | yarda in the office ſhe had loſt ou my ac 
wha another ſort of a perſon. than here- | count, They made me throw away my 
e * tofore. . You have diveſted me of | habit, that conſiſted of a ſorry: thread 
een the prejudices of education, and I in- bare ſhort cafſeck, and dreſſed ue in te 
ooner IB ſenſibly imbibe your diſpoſition: II ſpoils. of a gentleman whom they had 
they have a taſte for your profeſſion, and a | lately. robbed; after which I prepared 
Was « longing deſire of being honoured with moods firſt campaign. 
How, «the. name of your: companion, and of e,, Ea ke. 
iel as * ſharing 3 of your eee e * RAF MWM, 
urs, © tions. All the company approved of, | Hy, e 
of us my diſcourſe, and commended my, ſor- rape ones 5 the e 1 
eat wardueſs; ſe that it was unanimouſly; | n en e e,, 
What /reſolved, to let me ſerve a little longer, | 122 in the month of Se tember, 
Car- in order to approve myſelf worthy, then 1 when, towards the cloſe e | 
u art carry me out in their excurſions ;. after | I came out of the cavern, in compaag 
5 the which, 1 ſhould obtain the honourable with the robbers 4 armed like them, 
place I demande. with a carbine, two piſtols, word and 
"other Well, then, I was,obliged to perſiſt | bayonet, and mounted on a. pretty go 
mew | in my diſſimulation, and exerciſe the polt- | horſe, which, they had taken from the 
id, he ¶ of cup. beater til}, a circumſtance that | ſame gentleman whoſe: dreſs, I worre. 1 
ed in- mortifind me extremely: for my deſign in | had lived ſo long in darkneſs, that when 
1egro, th aſpiring to the honour of being a thief, day broke; I was dazzled with the ligh#z 
to his WM was only, to have the liberty of taking | which, however, ſoon became familiar 
Gol- the air with the reſt, in hopes that one | to my eyes.. 
g part Bi day I ſhould be able to eſcape from. | Having paſſed hard by Ponferrada, we 
them, in the eourſe of their expedi- . lay in ambuſh in a ſmall wood which 
tions. This hope alone ſupported; my ] bordered on the road to Leon, There 
life; but nevertheleſs appeared ſo diſ- we waited, expecting that Fortune wWouleg 
« could MF tant, that I tried more than once to | throw ſome good luck in our way; when 
1 eh baffle the vigilance of Domingo; though | we perceived a Dominican 8 to 
3t was never in my power, he being al- | the cuſtom of theſe good fathers) riding 
f my BW ways ſo much upon. his guard, that I upon a forry mule : God be prajſed, 
under would have defied an hun red Orpheus's cried the captain, laughing, there's the 
might W to charm ſuch a Cerberus. It is true, | coup d' ear of Gil Blas—Let him go 
but at indeed, I did not do all that I could have | and unload that monk, While we ob. 
> with done to beguile him, left I ſhould have | ſerve his behaviour.“ All the reſt 
fecied wakened his ſuſpicion; for he had a | were of opimon, that this WAS. a. very 
gan to By hawk's eye over me, and I was obliged] proper commiſſion for me; and ex- 
nows, BY to act with the utmoſt ci cumſpection, | horted me to acquit myſelf. handſomely 
ord, I that I might not betray myſelf. | I in it. Gentlemen, ſaid I, * you thall IF 
narda BY therefore - reſigned myſelf to my fate, | « be ſatisfied ; 1 will make that prieft.as 
eliev- until the time ſhould be expired that | © bare as my hand, and bring hither his 
to his was preſcribed. by the robbers for re- * mule in a twinkling,'— No, no, re- 
ſame Wi ceiving me into their gang; and this plied Rolando, *ſhe is not worth the 
when event I expected as impatiently as if I | «trouble: bring us only the purſe of his 
'ed in had been to | ©. reverence ;/ that is all we expect of _ 


| be inrolled in the liſt of 
commiſſioners. 1 


time arrived; when Signior Rolando, 
addreffing himſelf to his company, ſaid, 
Gentlemen, we muſt keep our word 
* with Gil Blas: I have no bad opinion 


1 aof that young fellow, and I hope we 
a * ſhall make 363 of him: It is 
are noi © therefore my opinion, that we carry 
t think © him along with us to-morrow to ga- 
I good i © ther laurels on the highway, and uſher | 
Tue lim into the path of glory,” , The 


Heaven be praiſed! in ſix months that | 


_ © thee.' For this purpoſe, I ſallied from 
the wood, and made towards the clergy .. 
man; begging Heaven, all the way, e 
| pardon the action I was about to com- 
mit. I would gladly have made mm 

_ eſcape that moment; but the greateſt. 

part of the thieves were better mounted 

than 1; and, had they perceived me 
running away, would have been at m7 
heels in an inſtant, and entrapt me again _ 
in a very ſhort time, or, perhaps, di. 
charged their carbines at me; in 8 1 


* . 
e 


15 


caſe, 1 ſhould have nothing to brag of. 
Not daring, therefore, to hazard ſuch a 
delicate ſtep, I came up with the prieſt, 
and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, de- 
manded his purſe. He ſtopped ſhort'to 


ſurvey me; and without ſeeming much 
afraid, Child,“ ſaid he, you are very 


young: vou have got a bad trade by 
4 © the hand betimes. “ Bad as it is, fa- 
ther,” I replied, * 1 wiſh Thad begun it 
© fooner.'—+ Ah! fon, ſon;* ſaid the 
good friar, (who did not comprehend 
the true meaning ot my words) * what 
« blindneſs! | allow me to repreſent to 
© you the miſerable condition”-»O father, 
ſaid I, interrupting him haſtily, a 
© truce with your morals, if you pleaſe ! 
amy baline[s on the highway is not to 
hear ſermoas: I want money. Mo- 
ney l' cried he, with an air of aſtoniſn- 
ment; you are little acquainted with 
© the charity of the Spanjards, if you 
< think people of my cloth have occa- 
© fjon” for money, while they travel in 
© this kingdom. Undeceive yourſelf; we 
©are every where cheerfully received, 
Raving lodging and victuals; and no- 
© thing is aſked in return, but our pray- 


ers: in fhort, we never carry money 


© bout us on the road; but confide al- 
© together in Providence.*—*That won't 
© go down with me,” I replied : „your 
« dependance is not altogether ſo viſi- 
© onary; for, you have always ſome 


good piſtoles in reſerve, to make more 
«fi But, my good 


ure of Providence. 


father, added I, let us have done; 
© my comrades, who are in that wood, 


4 


© begin to be impatient; therefore throw 


© your purſe. upon the ground inſtant. 
ly, or I ſhall certainly put you to 
a deach. ' 


At theſe words; which I uttered with 


a menacing look, the friar, ſeeming 
afraid of his life, ſaid, Hold 1 I will 
« fatisfy you then, ſince there is a ne- 
" ceflity for it: I ſee tropes and figures 
©have no effect on pesple of your pro- 
© feffion.* So ſaying, he pulled from 
underneath his gown a large purſe of 
ſhamoy leather, which he dropped upon 
the ground. Then I told him, he might 


continue his journey; a permiſſion he - 


did not give me the leaſt trouble of re- 
1 but clapped his heels to the 


des of his mule; which belying the 


ppinion I had conceived of her, (for I 


imagined ſhe was not much better than 


my uncle's) all of a ſudden went off at 
a2 pretty round pace. As ſoon as he was 
at a diſtance, L alighted, and taking up 
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the purſe, which ſeemed heavy, mounted 


| again, and got back to the wood in 4 
trice; where the thieves waited with im- 
patience to congratulate me upon my 
victory. Scarce would they give me 
time. to diſmount, ſo eager were they to 
embrace me. Courage, Gil Blas! 
ſaid Rolando, thou haſt done wonders ; 
„ have had my eyes on thee during thy 
© expedition: I-have obſerved thy coun- 
©tenance'all the time; and I prophecy, 
© thou wilt in time become an excellent 
© highwayman.* The lieutenant and the 
reſt approved of the prediction, which 
they aſſured me I ſhould one day cer- 
tainſy fulfil. 1 thanked them for the 
high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promiſed to do all that lay in my power 
G NE IONSS 7H ITS 
Alter they had loaded me with. fo 
much undeſerved praiſe, they were de- 
ſirous of examining the booty I had made. 
* Come,” ſaid they, let us ſee what 
© there is in the clergyman's purſe. It 
* ought to be well furniſhed,” continued 
one. among them ; * for thoſe good fa- 
© thers don't travel like pilgrims,” The 
captain untied the parſe, and, openin, 
it, pulled out two or three handfuls 9 
copper medals, mixed with bits of hal- 
lowed wax, 'and fome ſcapularies*. At 
the ſight of ſuch an uncorgmon prey, all 
the robbers burſt out into an immoderate 
fit of laughter. Upon my ſoul,* cried. 
the lieutenant, „we are very much ob- 
© liged to Gil Blas, for having, in his - 
© coup d 'ef/ar, performed a theft ſo fa- 
© lutary to the company.“ This piece 
of wit brought on more. Thoſe miſ- 
creants, and he in particular wha had 
apoſtatized, began to he very merry upon 
the matter: a thouſand fallies eſcaped 
them, that too well denoted their immo 
rality. 1 was the only perſon who did 
not laugh; my mirth being checked by 
the rallters, who enjoyed themſelves at 
ving ſhot 
his bolt, the captain Yaid to me, In 
© faith, Gil Blas, I adviſe thee, as a 
friend, to joke no more with monks; _ 


| * who are, generally ſpeaking, too arch 
: > 


© and cunning for ſuch as thee.” EET hy 
OOH AST IE 
Of the ſerious affair that followed this 
0/1. 34 0 Eventare 107 14) of ue 
E remained in the wood the 
greateſt part of the day, with-, 
out perceiving any traveller that cou 


| make amends for the prieſt, Ar laſt 


80 4 


we 


Kg it, Tanker to. 


were, immediately arranged a 


to his difpoſition, and 2 up to it 
in orger = attle.. In ſpite of the-ap- 
lau e TI hat acquired. in the wood, 


felt 
128785 and immediately 


me, looked at me aſkance, faxing with. | 
a a fierce . Harke, Gil Blas, 
1 remember | to 


he would keep 


ten . approached, who. knowin 
ortof 


7 10 ; while a . of, a, good mien, 


arme ee 


5 — the 


ſaw 1 Bib | 


turn to « þ 


caxdit ng 


yſel ſeized with an uniyerſal 
4 cold ſweat | 
Ons out all over my ody, which. I. 
d upon as 40 very faygurable omen. 
To 78 5 my 809g uck,. I was in the | 
front of the- line, FM hy the ca 1 — 
and lie titenapt, who had ſtatione 
there, that 1 might accuſſom alt e ta 
fand 55 all at 5 Rolando obſer- | 
ving bow meh nature ſuffered within 


oy: duty; for it thou 
"| an ar 5 In blow brains 
I Was too well pion i ded that 
| his word, . to neglect 
this caution; for which reaſon I thought | 
of 450 4 bt but of. recommending 
my ſoul 10 

In the mean timethe coachand det 
nat 
cople we were, and | gue ing gur 
delign by Hur appearance, 8 - 
in muſket-ſhot, and prepared to receive 


* hang 


and rhly el, came out. of the | 


ſelf r head, without 


AE 80. then were 5. 5 
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con- | bands, the old negro having 
that days 
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As fort 
altho? the coachman, durir 


ir K » 
880 'corfi ning dur 99580 tot fel z 27075 1 
. event, hich hl gon! 48 — we | n 
* fubje of dur diſcourſe, | 
covered, at a diſtance, 3 my error 35 ipated, and T ſaw thefour 
four mates, yancing at a hri fra: f . ſtretched lifeleſs] on the Reid 
and eſcorted by three men on horſeback, of. Fatt On our ſide we had but abe 
- ws: ecnyed well armed; |. Upon. this, ma killed, and he was ho other thin 
Rolando ordered his trogp ta hal „ and * tate, who had met with „ 
held a n the refult of which 5 ſerts for his apoſtacy and profane. Jeſts 
that they mos attack the coach... We | ypon ine ſcapularies. The. Jientenanc 


| Was a ve t one, the Got. having 
Ang Fog 25 


*onl 4 585 
I | $4 ignior Rolando ran immediately to 


8 door of the coach, in Which 
was à lady of about four or five — 
twenty years of age, who appeared very 


handſome, notwithſtanding: the melaa- > 


choly condition in which. ihe, was; for 
' ſhe had ſwooned during the nA, 
and was not yet recovered. While he 

was buſſed in looking after her, we took 
- care of the booty, - 


-curing- the horſes of the killed, 


DJnghtes ﬆ the noiſe of the — | 1 


y after having loſt their riders. 


mules, they had not tir 
the — 


run aWi 


had 2 his W in 
his eſcape. e aligh 
yoking, loaded them walt 
we found faſtened to the coach = 
and behind. This being done, the 

ko had not as yet reesvered her ſenſi 
was, by order of the captain, taken out, -- 
and placed on horſeback: before'one t 
the robbers that was beſt. mounted; 
after which, quitting the high road, the 
coach, and the 3 whom we — 
3 85 we Shag wining L000: A 
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E the firſt t eee = 
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engroſſed by the lady, and we ſueceede 


he perceived her misfortune; and was 


— 
© 


of what might hap 


what was in the trunks, we found ſome. 


pied up ſupper.” 


% Sa ould. perceive anyoſigus of liſe in Ker, 
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kite feh- where our ole attention wa 1 


ſo well as to bring her out ct her fit; but 
when the Had recovered the” aſe Uf her 
ſenſes; and faw herſelf ih th&hands' of 
several men whom ſhe did not know, 


-feized with horror Phe moſt lively, 
ſorrow and direful deſpair appeared i in 
her eyes, which ſhe lifted up to heaven, 
-as if to reproach it with the indignities 
that threatened her; then (giving way 
of a ſudden to theſe. difmal apprehen- 
ions, ſhe relapſed into a ſwoon; her eye- | 
1ids cloſed, and the robbers imagined. 
that death: would deprive them of Their 
prey. The captain, thinking it more 
proper to leave her to herſelf than to 
torment her with their aſſiſtance, or 9772 
ed her to be carried to Leonarda's bed, 
where ſhe was left alone, at the hazard. 


We repaired to the-1 half, where one. 
: of the thieves, Who had been bred a 
ſurgeon, dreſſed the lieutenant's wound; 
„after which, being defirous of ſeeing 


.of them filled with lace and linen, others. 
with cloaths:; and the laſt we opened, 
contained ſome bags full of piſtoles, at 
*Nght of which, the gentlemen concerned 
-were infinitely rejoiced. This enquiry 
Being made, the cook- maid furniſhed 
the gde-board, laid the cloth, and fer- 
Our converſation at. 
firſt turned upon the great victory we 
ad obtained; and Rolando addrefling! 
Zhimſelf to me, © Confeſs, Gil Blas,“ 
nick he. cbufeſs that thou waſt horribly 
KAfiaid! “ I ingenuoufly owned, that: 
zuhat he ſaic was very true; ibat- that 
when L ſhould have made two or three 
campaigns, I would fight like a knight. 
errant: whereupon the whole com- 
pany took ay. partyoblerving that my 
I was. e that the Action had 
n very hot; and that, confidering I. 
a young fellow who had geverſmel- 
Hed a ee , I had acquitted myſelf 
tty well. 
Thie diſcourſe afterwards turbing up- 
onſthe miles and horſes we had brought 
into our retreat, it was agreed that to- 
morrom before day we {h6uld all ſet out 
together, in order to ſell them at Man- 
zſilla; which place, in all“ probability, 
the report of our expedition had not yet 
reached. This refolu:ion being taken, 
awe; fnithed our aneal, and returned mare 
the kitchen to vitit the lady, whom we. 
«Found ſtill in the ſame Gtiiution.! Ne ver- 
"theleſs, tho' it was with” difficulty we 


to walt py, the lady 


deprived her 


klaſt, after having bewailed her hard 


bounce u pon 


1 
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TURES, 3 


== = e of The villain 1 5 T 59h rp Fo 
regard! oh with” 15 
"even tos diſeo ra. 1 8 Fi Are; v1 on 
they would haye fatisfiet 15 1 7200 5 
ac! flot Rolando prevent pore 
Tenting to them, cont) ee K ie R 
prld ge the bet- 
ter of 'that S of en whit 

0 reflection. I The reve 
"they had for their captain ceſtraigedt Sei 
incontinence; otherwiſe, nothing ke 
Have ſaved the lady, whoſe honour death 
"Itlelf, perhaps, would not NOS been able 
to ſecure; 

We left this unfortunate Sada 
in the ſame condition in which we found 
her; Rolando'contenting himſelf with 
"laying injunctions on Leonarda to take 
care of her, while wr ane retired . 
his own apartment, 


. —— 


own Part, 
| as. ſoon as 1 got to 8 8 Int ead of re- 


] figning "myſelf to "Nleep, I did. nothin; 

but wink of that lady's' misfortune”: 5 
never donbted that the was a perſon of 

quality, and looked upon her fituation 


as the more deplorable for that reaſon. 


I could not, without ſnuddering, repre- 


ſent to myſelf the horrors to which ſe 


was deſtined, and felt myſelf as deeg- 
ly concerned for her, as if I had been 
attached by blood or friendfhip.” At 


—<— 


fate, 1 began to revolve the means 'of 
reſcuing her honour'from the danger in 
which it was, and of delivering myſelf 
ar the ſame time from the ſubterranean 
abode. I recollected that the old negro 
was not in a condition to moye; .and 
that, ſince his being taken ill, the Cock 

wench Kept the 25 of the grate.” This 
reflection warmed my. imagination, aud 
made me conceive a ſcheme, 'Which' 1 


dig eſted ſo well, that L proceeded to 


it in prachce immediately in the folls 
ing manner. 
Preteriding to be racked wiſh ihe Rog 

liek, 1 began with complaints; and groans; 
then railing my voice,” uttere; "dreadful 
cries, that wakened the 1 
brought them inſtantiy to my. bed. 6 
When they aſked what made me rour fo 
hideoufly,” 1 ah{wered that 1 was tor- 
tured With an horrible” cholick; and, 

the better to 15 them of the” truth 
| of what 1 faid, grinded my teeth, "made 
| frightfal grimaces and contortions, And 
| writhed myſelf in a ſtrange *matner ; 
then I became quiet all of a ſuddent, us 
i my pains had given. tne ſome reſpite. 
In a moment 1 80 7 8 an. 38879 tþ 
the bed, twiſt About 
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As — Waſ— —— 


at the g RS which we 15 5 and at 
laſt came to the me Aer, which we 
lifted up with grea eat difficulty-; or ra- 


8 = the defire of eſenping lent us new 


3 8 which we mould not 
dae, * fucceed,”” 


es ies from the jaws of this 


Ves 
a and as we 1 defired to be 


at & greater diſtance from it, I threw ' 
: Ie vhs ſi89le, t mount- 
in behind me, and Folfowin ng the firſt 
parh” chat” prefented' ſtlelf at a round 


5 gallop, 8 got ont of the foreſt 7 in a ſhort 
| an 


dentered's CIT by fe- 


| ? 
Vera roads, one Me took at 
random.” 1 Wis martally afraid that it 
 would*. dndu&' us to 1 27 Where 
e miglit meet with R re and his 
confede rates; but ha fear was 


vain.” We arrived af fl 1 . win of gde. 
ga at two ofcl6ck in the afternoon 


5 A8 if it had been an extraordinary 
ehing ro fee a woman on horſeback, 2 
behind a man. Wealightredat the 
Gr ian we came to; where the firſt 
rtridge 
940 a young rabbit to the fire; and 
white this was a doing, I conducted the 
lady 1fitoa chamber, where we began tg 
converſe with one another; ; for we had 
rode ſo faſt, that we had no diſcourſe 
u tlie road. She ſhewed how ſen- 
le ſbe was of the fervice I had done 
Her; and obſerved, that after J had per- 
formed ſuch a generous action, ſhe could 


- Hot perſuade herſelf” that I was a com- 


anion of the Thieves, from whom I had 

ſcued her. I told her my ſtory, in 
rder to eonfirm the good opinion. the 
had of me; and, by that means, "ak. 


ed her to * me with her conf- 
dence, and inform me of her Batre 


65, which ſhe rectunted as I 
e lowing * 


"CHAP. xi. 


Aa Donna Mencia de Myſquera. 
| 12 born at Valladolid, and * 


„name is Donna Mencia of M 

era.” Don Martin, my father, after 

5 aving ſpent almoſt his wiiole patri- 

5 in the ſervice of his king, was 
led in N at the head of bis 

row regiment, and left me ſo mode- 

yt 11 Sn, that though T was an 

only. child, 1wasfar from being an ad. 


8 e match. I did not want 
_*attwirers, however, . of the ens 
gels of my fortune; a 


the dae Wert Fran 


od many 


ple gazed at us 'with extreme. 1 5 ' 
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* made "heir addreſſes 10 We + N he 
'6 who attrafted my attention 'ttioft, way 
0 Don Alvaro de Mello; he was, indee 
more handſome than any; of his'riv 

© but more ſubſtantial qualifications des 
© termined me in his favoity j He arg 


joſt as we found” | * dued with wit, prudence, e 


Th 


j *« 


0 valour, and withal he mo 
man in the world, Wen 143 el 
6 is aha ue? could be : 
© elegant; ahd he appeared nie 
0 tournaments, every body Body i f 
onr and addrefs: pre 
re fore, to all other Ant 
im accordingly. . 
8 © A be Gays after vir m 1 
0 N to meet with Dok Andrea 
zeſa, who had been one br his 
| 75 fe. in a'ptivate plate; where quar- 
refling with each other, they came to 
c blows, and Don Andrea loſt his Hife 
in the rencounter.” As he Was hephew 
to the rorregidor, of Valladolid, à vſp- 
lent man, and a mortal enem\ to 
7 Kad ' of Mello, Don Alvaro x 
not leave thecity too fon! he re. 
0 8 Sea in a hurry; and, while 
the 7 "Tagdled his Forte, told e 
appened. « My dear cla,” 
id he. * ve mal Part you s 
4 che corregior : don't Ietusthen Bit. 
<< ter ourſelves, for will proſccute me 
% with the utmöſt rancour ; and as 
ate not ignorant of his credit,” you, 
« know I cannot be ſafe in this king. 
dm.“ He was ſo much aa e 


with his own wy und With 
5 which he ſaw take Fee e 


© breaſt, that he could fa oy no more; 
hen 1 revailed Gon ih 6 fre 
*nith himſelf with fo 


Jewels, he claſped me in his arms, ar 

« duringa whole quarter of an 3 we 
did nothing but 7 our fighs and 
„tears. At laſt, being told wh horſe 
„ae ready, he tore himſelf from me ; 
rted, and left me in a condi. 


the exceſs of ction, at 24 "that. 
time, put an en * life! 14 
* troubles and wesen . d 

© haye prevented ! Nee My 

© Alvaro was gone, theeorregidor 92955 
informed of his flight, ordered him 4 


* be purſued; and Fate nothing te 
have him in his power : but my 755 
| © band always baffled the purſuit, 


„kept himſelf ſecure, in an a y, 

© that the judge found himſelf obliget 
© to limit his ee to the ſole fats 
© faction of ruinin fortune of a many 
© whoſe blood 15 wanted to ſhed: 


© Forts. * vet All the 
2 225 n elde a 
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and te bal 
7 9 ag ſow n: to e . err , 


„H, an Rrendant ra 
„10 Ohe on fervant :, 1 Now 7 1 T4 
in hermonning- indigence, 
eFecold have w1 95 $47 ek . 195 
<the ana 1 my 15 a Arr 
con ing 4 7785 grant 
«th mall: uy tr 


x WTO 
©langholy adicy, 1 it be w 
to inform me of hi $ lot, 
«part of the. word” his cru 


ins what 


ars elapſed, without tn! t 
aaron ano wy an 5 Fee 


ay Plover 1 
abyſs 'of JO] 

* that, | in fightin; 'for the. 17555 
f e in er, 


* Aﬀfic k confirmed this repo <A * ring | 

at he was perfectly Yo] peg tal ta 
oo Win Don A 93 vel at 
*ſeryed FUN om 


1 8 N 5 
17 ny - 5 42 0 


inn 


hel . 15 
oY their age, arid continpe ſtill. 8. 


One day, hearin 
© by eh the ſig x. b 


of Don: Alvaro, | 
rand being debrous vi fecing me, on ac- 
x n ny he picture whi had been 


awn of me; for. the ſatisfac 5 of 


2 4 5 who carried ine to ber houſe. 

| © Secin the there, I had vhe. fortune to 
4 pleafe him, in 1 the remer mole 
impreſſi 90 whic jef 151 Nr on 
5 count tenance ; 


$368.62 


&y.44 | 


we 38 W x ha erte 
for u, he even 


jat, this 700 


7 5 fate of and, how de- 
1 15 it 70 in other te- 
a word, he was ſtruck at. 


ng 17 | Ne "and bad "no 1 © to ſee 
c 1 timer 1 in 08 to take the 


% ks ws 5 2 
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4 is curioſity, he engaged one of my re- 
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te ſhould, / 
«.condydt him. Nevertheleſs 977 77 4 0 for 
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l not ive po pon er to per 


8 had. oſt x 11 x 
le: a; man lately 1 5 n 
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{ © importuneds. and Het 


= Which he had, 


% lover eder 
c | fance-to. his miſtreſs... 1 ſhould: * 
'© been” paſlionately fond of Don Ambzo- 
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DS 


him again, when 1 


72255 the keluctante, 1 felt for a 


ond marriage, after having ſulered "us Ny. 
* many. misfortanes by. ae wasrthe- 


only oy me relation had re 


move. not deſpair. for all 
1 on the conttary, it 5 
her zeal for, Don Ambroße ; dhe en- 


| © gaged my whole family in the-intereſts 
1 of that lord; my relations preſſed me 
0 accept * 
teh; I waste very moment beſieged, 
and — 
„ miſery, which daily. increaſed, con 


© buted not INNS to avercome my s. 1 


05 ſiſtance. 

Being unable, therefore, to hoid out. 
yielded to their prehng 
nces, and married the Marquis ot 


. Guardia; Who, the day befor our up- 


© tials, carried me to a wery fine.caſtle 
between Grajal and Rodiflas. 


© conceived the moſt violent paſſion , 
me, and I obſervedin the 
* behaviour, the utmoſt defire; of: pleaſ- 

© ing/1m8;. His ſole ſtudy was 3 — 5 5 
gate my wiſhes: no huſband : 


{ſuch a tender regard 5 hiswi 
ewed Me Shaken 


e, notwithſtanding the. diſproportion. 

+ of our years, had 1 been capable /of 
. © Joving any one after Don Alvaro ; but 
% conſtant heart can never. change. 


© The endeavours of my ſerond huband 


to pleaſe me, were rendered ineffectual. - 


by the remembrance of my firſt-z; o 
His wife. that I could only requite-his tenderneſs. _ 
| 88 of my Kats | "with: 


ord . at ont 


1 5 wo 


Is 
* 


pale, mas . I. wo: 55 
daa g nt 
L 1 doubted the 8 of Don . 
1 2 reſiraiged bu the fen ee 
L. mould leaſt - 
him the lutle inclination, 2 5 


ſuch , an, advantageeus 


ſjtuated near En, 5 


vhale af his 
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Nt I'was in this pee, dee bile | 
| « day, taking the air at the" window of 
- © my apartment, I perceived in tlie gur 
„den, a kind of peaſant, 'who' earneſfly |: 
©Tooked; atme: thinking he Was the 


"gardener? s ſervant, I t6ok no notice of | | 
im; but next day being again at the 


ntrar 5 
4 Wh he 1 a Fee. f 1 yo | 
1: our e wel le 10 0 pn an lar ne EO” 
1 We, , Has 


window, aw him in the fame place, 
| ani he ſeemed to vie nie with uncom-. 
„mon attention: ſtruck with” this cir- 
acummſtance; 1 looked at him in ny 


him, thought 1 recognized the features 


def the unfortunate Den Alvaro! This 


cigpparition- raiſed an ineonceiv able t- 
amult within met I ſhrieked aloud! 
but lackily: there: was nobody preſent, 
except Inez, Who, of all m lervants, 

Fenjoyed the greate(t ſhare of my confi- 


dene. When I imparted to ner the 


©fuſpicion that alarmed the; thElaughed | 


cat my apprehenſion, believing t that my 


© eyes were impoſech upon by ſõme flight 
« referhblance. - © Recollect 'yourtelf, 
46 Madam, ” ſaid ſhe, „and don't ima- 
ou have 


. e what net is" there, 


A that he ſhould be herelin the dreſs vfa' 


46. peaſant? or, indeed, what probability | 
4 js there of his being ahve? I will go | 
« gown into the. garden; added the, 
talk to this countryman, and when 1 
« have learned who he is; come back 
and let you know.“ Inez according- 
Ay went into the en, and ſoon after 
Treturned to my apartment in great 


8 „ faying, “ Madam, your ſui- 


picion is but too juſt ! it is Don Al- 


& Varo Himſelf whom you have ſeen! he 


* has diſcovered himſelf, and demands 
s aà ſecretinterview.” 
As I had,” at that very nme an op- 
portunity of receiving Don Alvaro, 
the marquis being at Burgos, Torder- 
© ed my maid to bring him into my clo- 
©ſet,” by a private ſtair-caſe. Vo may 
© well think that I was in a terrible agi- 
© tation, and altogether unable to ſup- 
port the preſence of a man who had a 
right to load me witk reproaches. 
I ſoon as he appeared, I fainted. away. 
Inez and he Hew to my aſſiſtance; and, 


© when they had brought me out of — 


c ſwoon, Don Alvaro ſaid, „Madam 
< for Heaven's lake, compoſe yourlelf? 
<£<]et not my preſence be a puniſhment 
, to you ; I have no intention. to give 
vou the leaſt pain. 


206 427 have contracted. I know very 
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ume i Joe, — a be nee, py as hiya 9 
1 rg 88 ro elan, having reaſon ito: 227 iNet Don 
1 panop 2 with | Fe robo, ate his, returns: Foul pur, 
8⁰ 28 ih at a daffance, e A 3 — number of 2 N 
Oe which, I {a rice. ang, -Qyeriake de, Nevertheless, we » 
85 4 180 1 Nee 24.548 ae our journey two days, with 3 
FR 55 Nog: 19 cri dI, at | one horſeman. behind uss 
"oF 25 5 51 0 e fer e S that Gerne en _— 
. Fear pass in Manner; were cole i 
779 ich you, A a, her See hee in great trans | 
\ Fdiyideus!”% + nice, ?fa | ing e ee recount- | 
e ©y 1 0 tive with,] { | © od; the lanc len e Which 
By. «do got 8 J | {had ven ee W 0 150 MY 
7 5 & fortun 8, V3 cave. mera one. me 0 ad ones lieg haxing been a flave five * 
_ pork the Weight. aL, them. % He Jeans, he Had recovered his liberty; + | 
2 © other things, to the. 00 0 when: yeſter „ on the road eon, 
eg + we met tho e thieves, with hom you 


the möre he will 

4 himſelf. to my hay en hd je elt per 8.00; company. Kleis the, erſon” 
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567 etancos, at the farther 150 35 * 3 DONNA. MENCIA. having. 7 {IR 
kingdom oh, Gallicia, where I. have a 1. ert e med a torrent 7 
tears: 120 letting ber give fre: 
vent to (68, fig , wept alſo.;.ſ0 nate © 
ral is it to e ee ſelf for the uns 
; x = ecially for a. fine. lady. i 3 
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i 8 — I vas not eufed . 2 n 145 
and preſuming that the lady might be an 


accomplice, ordered us to be impriſoned 
ſeparately. This judge, far from being 


one of thoſe who aſſume a ſtern counte- | 


nance,. was all  ſoftnefs and ſmiles, but 
God knows if We was a bit the better for 
that; for I was no ſooner committed, 
than he came into the jail witk his ro 
terriers; I mean the al ils, * na 
Forgetting their laudable cuſtom, be 
to rummage me in a moment. Whit 
glorious windfal was this, for thoſe ke 
neſt gentlemen! 1 do not believe that 
ever they got ſuch a booty before: 4 
every handful of piſtoles they par 1.455 ont, 
I ſaw their eyes ſparkle with joy; the 
corregidor, in particular, was tranſport. 
ed; © Child, ſaid he, with a voice full 


of meekneſs,- © we muſt do our duty; | 


© but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 
thou ſhalt ſuſtain no harm.“ In the 
mean time; wichall their gentleneſs, they 

ied my pockets, and even robbed 
me of that which the thieves had reſpect· 
ed; I mean, my uncle's forty ducats: 
their greedy and indefatigable hands 


ſearched me from head: to foot; they 


turned me about on all ſides ;. and even 
ſtripped me, to ſee if 1 had any money 
between my ſhirt and my. ſkin. When 
they had dexterouſly acquitted them. 
felves in this manner, I wasinterrogated | 
dy the corregidor, to RO: + ingenu- 

ouſly” recounted! every _ that had | 
happened to me. N irvave 3 
ſition to be taken in writing, and then 
went away with his attendants and my 
coin, leaving me entirely naked N 
the ſtraw. 
liel cried I, when I found my» 
ſeelf alone in this -congdition, 

of caprigtons accidents and difappoint- ! 
© ments art thou? Since I left Oviedo, 1 
. *have met with nothing but misfor- 
got out of © 
*-danger, when I fell iſto another ? anc * 
« when Tcame into this town, I was far | 
from thinking that I hond fb ſoon be. 
© come acquaimed with the correpidor,” 
Wye 1 made theſe vain refleCtions, I 
put on again the curſed doublet, ang | + 

the reſt of the dreſs which 22 evil = 
nius had lent-me; then _exho 3 
felf to take coura; ge, © Come, Gi Blas," : 
_ fd to mxſeif, *aiſplay thy fr fortitude ; | *cabelos, 

Lit ſhall ill become thee ta me * 4 
et priſon, after 28 

© res to ſuch a an bind 
A ſubterranran abyſe But, alas h ad- 
Seck T, in a forrowfal tone, 


had n the ny it to me 
tle brown bread and 1 of 's RE 
and left me to fret be fore ina dun- 


a morning to renew my 'proviſion." 
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0 myſelf; as ſhall I eſcape e "wel 
am utterly” Tee of 
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gos! where 1 .. fifreen whole 
ays, without ſeeing à human creature, - 
rokey, who came 


except the tu Very, 


8 5 


often as 1 ſaw him, I endeavoured”: 

ſpeak, and enter into converſation w 

him, in order to divert me à little; * 

this venerable perfon made 10 1 FF 

to what 1 faid ; I cou not extraft one 

word from him: "nay, for. the moſt part 

he came in and went out.” . RR 
as deigning me 3 look. On the 

6 h day, the corregidor comi — 

bid, © Thou mayeſt 105 give a 160 

c joy. T bring thee' agreeable tidings 

© I have ordered the lady who 1 

with thee to be conducted o Burgos. 

J examined her before her depart 4 


and her anfwers have excupated 
þ © Thou thalt be enlar 


5 this very — ; 
rovided that the muleteer, with whom 
155 thou ſayeſt) thou yr! from 4 9 
* naflox to Cacabelos, confirms th 
fition.” He is now in Aſtor Ws br pr 
wh ape ſent for him; and if 79 
© with thee in the adventure of we 
*« I will inſtantly fet thee free.” | 
"Theſe . ve me infinite joy: y > 
locked upon myfelf as already acquitted; 
I thanked the judge for his juſt Tod ex- 
editious Deter d. and had not quite 
fiſhed my comp fiment, when the car- 
rier, conducted by to . 
Lremembered his face immediately; We > 
he, having, without doubt, fold my port. 
Thongs ang all chat was init, was af 
af bein I d to reſtore the m 3 
. ringed fp le, it he ould wn. 3 
oof tat he ko me; and therefore af 0 
8 nth en | Join rs, wu | 
he neyer 1 
. her MAE traitor l. cried 2 
4 Lots confeſs that thou haſt ſold my 
; and bear witneſt to the truth. 
. me N whey, of the © 


LIES the Hr 5 


ghtened very 
5 go S — — * 
Ulked of an affair of which hi 


anne ph, ens | 


2 what 1 ee ores to him, 
ECT fo that 7 ”— 5 
eee was ed to am 
. n — 5 


in tewn, I did not Know whethes to in- 


15 * ein 9 rect * 


Water, and a ſight of the ſilent turnkey. 


. Fe 2 

3 ſelf from the claws of juſtice, |: 
5 —— I was not guilty of the leaſt 
erime, threw me into deſpaire:, + wiſhed} 
myſelf” again in the cavern, where 
the main, V ſaid 1*to myſelf, LwWas ls 


Wo diſagreeabſy ſituated than in this dun- | 


< geon + there I ate and drank in plen- 
<ty,. converſed with, the robbers, and 
lived in the ſweet Ae. making my 
Lieſcape; inſtead of Which, notwith- 
2 ſtanding my innocence, I ſhall, per- 
© haps, think myſelf bappily quit; to get 


© out of this place in order to be. Lent to. 


CE 
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21 6: actident Gil Blas wes, ſet a at l 
tat ; ; and whither he dere: ed his cou 


LF 


Feb 


AJ HILE 1 paſſed my days i in enters | 


-faining myſelf with theſe reflec- 


Gons, my adventures, ſuch as appeared | 


i my depoſition, «a e all over the 
town ʒ upon which many 
Curious to ſee me, og and prefente 
themſelves, one after another at a ſmall 


cChink, through which the tight was con · 


veytd into my priſon; and after having 
bbſerved me for ſome time, Went away. 
1 was. ſurprized at this novelty; for 
fince the day of my impriſonment, 4 had 
not beſore ſeen a living ſoul at that win. 


duo, hich ſerved to enlighten a-court 
where horror reigned in ſi lente. Gueſ- 


ſing from this, that I made ſome noiſe 


| ie it as a good or bad omen. 
„ of the tirſt that offered themſelves | 


view, was the little ballad-ſinger 


= Mondonedo, who having been equal- | 
ly afraid of the, torture, had fled as well | 
as I. I knew Him again immediately; 
and, as he. did not pretend to have for- 
got me, we” ſaluted one another; and 
falling into a long converſation,” Fi Was 
obliged: to repeat my adventures aue; 
for his part, he informed me of what 


Nack happened at the inn at Cacabelos. 
between the carrier and the new- mar- 
ried wife, aſter we had been re 

think (for example) that your 'hg 


away by a pa anick: in a word, he ac 
_  quainted me * the whole of: 4 opt 


drave already rehearſed on that ſubject. | 


Aſterwards, taking leave of me ſor the 
preſent, he promiſed,” without lofs of 
time, to labour for my deliverance: 

and every body who: came (as he did) 
through curiofity, ſeemed affected with 
n misfortune; add even aſfured me, 
iht they would 5 Join, the hade ballads | 
e 76 
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its; of my being unable to 


9 to orber- the: turnkey to ſet the priſons 


peoples ning | | 


in 


| P upon the ſpot. Upog this/the-grdge 


| in-recoverivg their liberty, was mode. 


; withs raw:. 


cers were 
-* honeſt men- They ought at: leaſt to 


0 the poor gentleman- will ever retrieve.” 


Fang 2nd-do pry ns ick their _ | 
er +0 procure my enlargemennn 
They kept: their promiſe pffetually, 
Jen e in my behalf to the cor Fog 
or,,w O; ngen eee my: ino . 
cence, eſpecially when the ba lad-linge? 
had told him what ie knew of-the. - | 
ter, at the end of three weeks came in- 
to the priſon, and ſaid, yo Blau þ. 
don't chuſe to protract thi 
thou art free, aud mayeſt vie —_ LY 
© ſon hen theu wilt, But tell me,, 
Fans he, (it thou ſhould he brought 
© to the wood in Which the ſubterranean 
r retreat is, couldſt thou not di it out?? 
No Sir, I replied; for as I went 
: in at night, and came out befare da 
it would be impafibte: for e 


ee 


. withgow:; telling me, that he was going 


doors open for me; In effect, the ganler 
came into my dungeon a moment after; _ 
with one of his men carrying s == 
of cloaths ; and tripping; me; (with 
grave and: filent air); of my-doublet end 
| breeches, which were made of fine cloth? 
and almoſt new, they put me on a b 
by footman's rock, 7 enn, 
by. the ſhoulders;: ate - 
The joy:tbat 0 comma ly. feat = 


* 
3% 


_— by my contuſioh in ſeeing myſelf 
oorly equipped; and :I way e 
o leaue the town inſtantly, that I might 
ſelf from the eyes of = 8 
people, Whoſe looks I coufd ſcarce: en- 
dure: but my gratitüde got the better 
of. my ſhame; I went te thank the bal. 
lade fin er, to whom I was fo muell 
. oblis ; and he could not belt laughs 
wheh he ſaw me. Where ſtrange 
/ oats you are!“ ſaid he: juſtice, 1 
©ſee;- has been done you in ai here 
„forms. I do pot camplain of ju 
« tice} Ireplicd ;.< ſheis moſtzequitables 
I wiſh: only that all her officers: 


+ have ſpared my eloaths, which:]-think © 
< E-paid for pretty handſomely. 4 
think ſo too, ſaid he; but they will 
tell you, theſe are n 
muſt be obſerved; What! 12935 


has been xeſtared to the right owners 
net ati ally I. aſſure e de is — 
actually in the table of the town-eleth, > 
-5 where Naas de ofited; ASA. 3 OE 
of the robbery; and Iden bebe | 


% much a the crupper. Bur le 151 
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7 you intend to proſecute at preſent ? | ber. A bed. chamber for youl! fad 
I want to go to Burgos, ſaid I, 1n- | the landlady, darting at me a look full f 
order to find out the lady I delivered, | of haughtineſs and contempt; * I have 
who will give me a few piſtoles, with [no bed-chambers for people who-ſup* 
which I will purchaſe a new caffock, | © on a morſe} of cheeſe.” All my beds 
and repair to em where I wilt | © are beſpoke,” I expect gentlemen of 
- endeavour to make my Latin turn to | © importance to lodge here to-night; ſo 
*. fome advantage. All I am concerned | © all 1 can do for you is, to quarter you _ 
at is, that I am at ſome diſtance from | © in the barn ; and it won't, I fuppoſe, _ 
Burgos, and ſhall want ſubſiſtence on *© be the firſt time you have flept upon : 
© the road. I underſtand you, he | ſtraw.? She did not know how true 
repliec: here is my purſe; *tis, in- | ſhe ſpoke: but I made no reply, and 
4 _ 2 little low; but a ballad-ſinger, | very -wiſely condeſcended to fneak into 
« you- know, is not a biſhop.” At the | the ſtraw ; where, in à very hort time, 
ſame time he ſlipped it into my hand ſo | I flept like one who had ſuffered miuch' . 


Gn -« 


cheerfully, that 4 could not for my ſoul | fatigue. -  -- =p 5 
xe fuſe the offer, ſuch as it was. I thank- e, e , e 
dend him as much as if he had given me CHAP. . 


all the gold in Peru, and made a thous „ e „ . 
ſand profeſſions of ſervice, which 1 ne- Of kts reception at Burgos by Donna Mencia. 5 
ver had an oppertunity to perform. ane a: bed like a ſluggard nent 
Then, bidding him farewel, I left the] 1 morning, but went to reckon with . + 
town, without having viſited thoſe gther | my landlady, who ſeemed leſs proud 
_  gerſons who had contributed to my en- | and ſnappiſ than ſhe had been the night _. 
| r contenting myſelf with be- | before ; a change that I aſcribed to the 
_ Rowing upon them in my thoughts a | preſence of three honeſt ſoldiers belong - 
thouſand benedictians. . e ing to the holy brotherhood,” who con- 
The little ballad-finger was in the { verfed with her in a very familiar man 
right to ſpeak modeſtly of his purſe, in | ner. They had lodged all night at the 
which I found very little money; but, | inn; and it was, doubtleſs, for theſe 
bappily for me, 1 had been uſed two | gentlemen neee, that all the beds 
months to a very frugal diet; and 1 (Hanes epo. „6 
had ſtill ſome rials left when I arriv- | Enquiring, in the borough, the wa 
ed at the borough of Ponte de Mula, | to the caſtle whither wanted - to go, 
which is but a little way from Burgos. ] addreſſed myſelf by accident to a man 
Here I halted to enquire about Donna | of the character of my landlord at Pen- 
- "Mencia, and yoing into an inn, the'miſ. | naftor:. not contented with anſwerin 
treſs of which was a little, lean, fierce, {| the queſtion I aſked; he let me know | 
 3nſolene creature, I perceived at once, [that Don Ambrofio was dead three 
by the diſdainful look ſhe darted at me, | weeks*apgo, and that the. marchioneſs. . 
as my frock was not at all to her lik- | his lady had retired into a convent at 
ing; a. diſguſt which I forgave with all [ Burgos, which he named. 1 repaired 
my heart. I ſat down at table, where I | immediately to that city, inſtead: of fol- 
ate lome bread and cheeſe, and ſwal- | lowing the road to the caſtle, as 1 for- 
lowed a few draughts of execrable wine, | merly intended; and flying directly to 
which they brought tor:me ; and during | the convent where ſhe was, begged the 
this repaſt, which was very well ſuited | fayour of the portrefs to tell her, that 
to my dreis, I wanted to enter into con- a young man juſt releaſed from the gaol | 
verſation with my landlady. I begged | bf Aſtorga, deſired to ſpeak with her. 
Ber to rel] me, it ſhe knew the Marquis | The nun went immediately to do what 
of Guardia; if his caſtle was far from | I deſired, and returning, introduced-me 
che borough; and, in particular, if the | into a parlour, where I had not been 
had heard what was become of the | long, when I ſaw the widow: of Don © 
_-  Marchioneſs his lady. You aſk a great Ambroſio. appear at the-grate- in deep 95 — 
many aer Fg ard rp ſhe, with a | mourning. 5 FF 
feornful look. She told me, however,, ͤ Tou are welcome,” ſaid the lady to 
(though with à very bad grace) that | me: four days ago, 1 wrote 3 
the caſtle of Don Ambroſia was but a | ſon at Aſtorga, deſiring him to go to 
tmort league from Ponte de Mula. you from me, and tel you, that 1 
When I had done eating and drink- | *-ſhould be glad to ſee you, as ſoon as 
ang, (it being by this time pretty late) you ſhquld be releaſed; and I did not 
1 expreſſed a delire ot going to reſt, and | doubt of your being enlarged in a 
bade them ſhew me into a bed-cham- every little time, what 1 ſaid to the 
9% 3 . : _ | = | Ko corregidor : 
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; corregidor in your behalf having been 


© ſyfficient for that purpoſe, In anſwer 


to this, he wrote, that you had, reco- 
_ © vered your liberty; that nobody knew] 
_ « whither you was gone; ſo that I was 
afraid 1 ſhonld never ſee you again, 

Land @nſequently be deprived of the 


you 
3 When the corregi 


« pleaſure of manifeſting my gratitude. 
Bene be aſhamed,” added ſhe (obſerv- 
ing my confuſion, on account of ap- 
pearing before her in ſuch a miſerable: 
war et not your preſent condition 


_ ©, give you the leaſt uneaſineſs. bee 


«the important ſervice you have done 


© mie, I thould be the moſt ungrateful 


© of all women, if 1 neglected to do 
© ſomething for you: I intend to extri- 
cate you out of the wretched ſituation 


in which you are; it is my duty, and 
I am able to perform it. The con- 


« fiderable wealth I am now miſtreſs 
5 oh ns ire, me to acquit myſelf 
© towards you, without incommoding 
"EE oe iy 8 


5 adventures, to the day on which we 
« were both impriſoxed ; and I will tell 
what has happened to me ſince. 

Jo of Aſtorga had 

ordered me to be conducted to Burgos, 
after having heard from my mouth a 
c faithful relation of my ſtory, I repair- 


ed to Don Ambroſio's cuſtle, where. 


my return occaſioned extreme ſur | 


8 puny though I was told it was too 
4 


— 
.* 


late; for the marquis, thunderſtruck 


_ * at the neus of my flight, had fallen 


ill, and the phyſicians deſpaired of his 
© life. - This was freſh cauſe for me to 
© complain of the rigour of my fate: 


5 neverthelefs, having advertiſed him of 


my arrival, I entered his chamber, 
and running to his bedſide, threw my- 


e = Jr knees, my- face bathed 1n 


_ '** of my death?“ “ 


Don Alvaro had been murdered by. 


© tears; d my heart oppreſſed with the 


moſi-aſfticting grief What brings 
you hit her? ſaid he, When he per- 


« ceived me; © are you come tò con- 


<< template your own work? Was it 


not ſufficient for you to deprive me 
** of life, but you muſt al ſo have the 
<< ſatisfaction Wees an eye witneſs 
o, my lord, 1 
replied, Inez muſt have told you, | 
« that I fled with my huſhand ; and had 
sit not been for the diſmal accident 
„ which has robbed me of him, you 
„ never ſhould have ſeen me again!“ 
At the ſame time I let him know, that 


_ £: robbers, who afterwards carried me 


o ; * "FR : 
5 * Y * 


L. into their ſubterranean retreat; and, 


*iy thor, ae dä of all that l 


1 : * 


- 


| 4 2 = + | * words, my tears.redoubled? 1. felt ane 
Tou know,“ continued ſne, my expreſſed an immoderate affliction 1 I 


* 2 9 „ 
— 


happened: When 1 had done ſpeak 
0 eee Ambroſio ftretched out his 
„ hand to me, faying, with the utmoſt 

s tenderneſs, I any; ſatisfied; 1 win 

© not complain: why ſhould I reproach; * 

« you? Having found again à huſpand 

-<.whom yon dearly loved, you aban - 


| * doned me to follow his fortune: oughe 


I to blame you for ſuch a-conduet ?- 

„% No, Madam; +1 ſhould have been in 
the wrong to murmur. at it; therefore 
would not ſuffer you to be purſuec? 
% revered the ſacred rights of bn 
„ raviſher, and even your iuclinstion 
_ © towards him. In ſine, I do you juſ- 

« tice; and by your return, yon have 

6“ retrieved all my tenderneſs! Yes, my 

„ dear Mencia, your preſence dver- 

„ whelms me with joy 1 but alas f it will 

de not laſt long. 1 feel my laſt hour 

„ approaching! iy are you reſtored 
© to my arms, when 1 muſt bid vo an 
; 49 eternal adieu?“ At theſe affecting. 


— 


queſtion if the death of Don Alearo, 
hom | F adored, had coſt me more 
© ſighs! Don Ambroſio's preſage of his 
on death-was But, too true: he ex» 
© pired next day; and I remained mid. 
« treſs of a conſiderable eſtate, which he = 
© had ſettled upon me at our marriage. 
„ intend to make no, bad uſęe of t. 
The world ſhalt not ſee me (though E 
©. am hill young) throw myſelf-into_the 
© arms of a third huſband ; for, «beſides * 
that I think ſuch conduct would be. 
Linconſiſtent with the virtue and deli«- 
cacy of my ſex, I on, I la no 
longer any Telifh for the worid; but - 
« deſign to end my days in this convent, 
(and become a benefactreſs to it. 
Such was the diſcoürſe of Donna 
Mencia; who, taking out à purſe from 
under her robe, put it in my hand; fay— 
ing, © Here are a hiindred dutats, whichs  - 
I give you only to buy cloaths: come 
and ſee me again, after you Rare 
© equipped yourfeif; for I da not inn 
tend to confine my gratitude within 
© ſach narrow bounds. I gave the lady 
a thouſand thanks; and fwore 1 would 
not depart from Burgos, without taking 
leave of her: after this oath, which ! 
had no intention to break, I went in 
queſt of an inn, and going into the fit 
I perceived, demanded a room, telling 
the landlord (to prevent the bad opi« _ 
mon he might conceive of me, ſtem he 
ſhabby frock) that, notwithſtandiag wy © 
appearance, I was in a condition t p * 
hand ſomely for my lodging. At theſs 7 


: 


fs 


| words, the innkeeper, W peri coghs I 
) s 5 25 * | = *: 3 
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NMajuelo, naturally a great wag, ſurvey- 
ing me from top to bottom, anſwered 
dryly, with a ſarcaſtick ſneer, there was | 
no oceaßon for ſuch, an affutance, to 
perſuade him that I ſhould ſpend like a 
prince in his houſe ; for he diſcovered 
ſomething noble in me, by my dreſs; 
and, in ſhort, did not doubt that I was 
a gentleman of a very independent for- 
tune. I could eaſily perceive that the 
raſcal rallied me, and in, order to-put an 
end to his witkiciſms, ſhewed my purſe. 
I even counted my ducats on a table be- 
fore him, and obſerving. that my coin 
altered his opinion very much in my fa- 
vour, deſired he would recommend me 
to a taylor. Vou had better,” ſaid he, 
* fend for a broker, who will bring along 
© with: him all kinds of apparel ready 
© made, and fit you in a trice.“ I ap- 
proved of his advice, and reſolved to 
follow it: but the day being near a 
cloſe, deferred my purchaſe till next 
morning, and thought of nothing but, 
making a good ſupper, toindemnify me 
for the ſorry. meals I had made ſince my 
deliverance from the cavern. | 
Of the manner in which Gil Blas dreſſed 
 hampel}.. Of the new preſent he received 
from the lady, and the equipage in which. 
dle departed From A 
. ec brought for my ſupper a huge 
fricaſſee of ſheep-trotters, which 
E pipked to the bones; and having drank 
in proportion, betook myſelf to reſt.” 
As 1 had the convenience of a good bed, 
was in hopes of enjoying a iound fleep : 
hut for alkthat, could not cloſe my eves; 
my thoughts being ingroſſed in deter- 
mining upon the dreſs I was to chuſe 
„What muſt I do?? ſaid I to myſelf ;\, 
* proſecute my firſt detign, buy a caſ- 
ſock, and go to Salamanca in queſt of 
©a'tutor's place ? But why ſhould I take 
© the habit of a licentiate* Am 1 am- 
„ bitious of conſecrating myſelf to the 
church; or have I the leaſt bias that 
Way? No. I feel myſelf, on the con- 
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gave them no quarter, until one of them 
nad gone for a broker, who ſoon ap- 
peared, followed by two apprentices/, 
carrying each a great green bag on his 
ſhoulders. He ſaluted me with great 
civility, ſaying, Signior Cavalier,” you 
are very happy in having applied tc 
me rather than to any other dy- 1 
don't chuſe to diſparage my brethren. 
God forbid that I ſhould prejudice: - 
their reputation in the leaſt ; but be- 
* tween you and me, there's no con- 
« ſcience among them. They are all as 
© abandoned as Jews. I am the only 
* honeſt broker in town. I confine my- 
© ſelf to a moderate profit; being fa- 
* tisfied with a pound in the ſhilling—F- 
© mean, a ſhilling in the pound. Thank 
Heaven! I deat upon the ſquare with 
all mankind.” F 
The broker, after this preamble, 
which I took for goſpel, ordered his 
men to untie the bundles, and ſhewed' - 
me ſuits of all colours, Some which 
were of plain cloth I rejected with diſ- 
dain, as being too mean; but they made 
me try one which ſeemed to have been 
made exactly for my ſhape, and which _ 
ſtruck my fancy, although ſomewhar 
worn. It conſiſted of“ a doublet: with '. 
ſlaſhed ſleeves, a pair of breeches, and a 
cloak, the whole of blue velvet em \ 


| broidered with gold. Fixing on this, 1 
| cheapened it, and the broker, perceiving _ 


vas bent upon it, obſerved that l hac 
an excellent taſte. Odds bodikins !? 
Cried he, one ntay ſee you know what 
you are about. I can tell you that ſuit 
was made for one of the greateſt lords 
in the kingdom, who never had it three. 

| times on his back. Examine the velvet, ' . 
© nothing can be finer ; and as for the 


|* embroidery, you muſt contels the work” 


is exquiſite.— What will you ſell it 
* for?? ſaid I. He anſwered, + Sixty 
ducats: I ama rogue if I have not re- 
'* fuled the money.* The alternative 
was plain. I offered five-and-forty;' 
which might be about double the value. 
Mr. What - d'ye- call *um,” replied the 


and accordingly, imagining that he 
would. not abate one farthing of his 


3 


* 
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| rer nb lars: Pretty well 
latisfſed, however, - with having gained 
nineteen ſhillings in the pound, he went 


away, with his apprefitices, whom I had 


not forgotten. 


j 


doublet and breeches, I ſpent the reſt 
of the morning in providing other ne- 
ceſſaries. I bought a hat, filk ſtockings, 
e pos 


had I in beholding myſelf fo well equip- 
ped: My eyes (io uſe the expreſſion) 
could not ſufficiently glut themſelves 


- Having now a very handſome cloak, 


| a {word : after which, 
having dreſſed, what. infinite pleaſure | 


with my-attire-;/ never peacock contem- 


plated his o feathers with more fatis- | 
faction. That very. day I made my ſe- | 


cond-vilit- ta Donna Meacia, who ſtill 
received me very kindly, and thanked 
me again for the ſervice I had done Her. 
On that ſcore, many compliments paſſed 
on both ſides; after ah wiſhing me 


all happineſs, ſhe bade me farewel; and 


her. 233 72 9 Rh, „ N 
I looked very blank with my ring, 
having laid my account with receiving a 


much more conliderable preſent, - and 


trudged back to my lodgings in a brown 
ſtudy, little ſatisfied with the lady's ge- 
nerolity. But juſt as I entered the inn, 


a man, who had followed me all the way, 


came in likewiſe, and laying aſide the 


. cloak in which he was muffled yp, diſco - 
vered a great bag under his arm. At 


the. apparition of this bag, which had 


all the air of being full of money, I, 
as well as ſome other people who were 
preſent, ſtared with our eyes wide open; 

and IthoughtT heard the voice of an an- 

gel, when the man, laying the bag upon 

2 table, pronounced, Signior Gil Blas, 


chere is ſomething that my Lady Mar- 


chioneſs has-ſent you.“ I made many 
profound bows. to the bearer, whom 1 


overwhelmed with civility; and he was 


no ſooner gone, than I darted upon the 


bag like a hawk upon his prey; and 
carrying it to my chamber, untied it, 
without loſs of time, and found in it a 


ol counting them, when my landlord, 


who had heard what the porter ſaid, 
came in to ſee the contents of the bag! 


Thunderſtruck at the fight of my coin 


ſpread upon the table, + Zounds,? cried 
be, * what a vaſt ſum of i is here 

he, what a vaſt ſum of money is here 
© You muſt be a devil among the wo- / 
men, added he, with a fatrical ſmile; 
for although you have not been four 
+ and twenty hours in Burgos, you have 
„ | a [ : 5 A FF 0 99 N 
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refired without giving me any thing bur | 
a ring worth thirty piſtoles, which the 
deſired me to keep in remembrance of 


thouſand diicats, I had-juft made an end 


© a marchioneſs already under 


intrigue. 


1 
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© butzon#. 


„This diſcouris did noe didguſt e ! 

was temptedto leave Majuelo in his miſ- 

take, which already gave me a ſenkble - 

/ pleaſure; 10 that I do not wander that - 

young. fellows love to be thought, mea pf FW 1 
My innocence, however, got. -' Þ 

the better of my vanity ; Fenty e, 85 

my landlord, and recounted the ſtory af 

hey Meade .to which he n 


with great attention. 1 then diſcloſed 


the ſtate of my affairs 3 and, ag he em-. 
ed to intereſt hingſelf in my behalf, beg- 
- ged the aſſiſtance of his advice. Having - | 
muſed a While, 1 Gil Blas,“ faid - 
for you j and nee 
you have confidence enough in me, to 
 *unbofom yousſelf in this manner,, F 
will, without flattery, tel} you what - 
think you are fitted for,; As you ſeem 
ddeſigned by nature for the court, I ade .. 
\ * viſe you to go thither, and attach yours 
- © ſeif to ſome grandee ; but be ſure either 
- © ta meddle in his concerus, or enter into 
© his pleaſures ; otherwiſe. you will dole - 
your time 1 know the great; Ther, 
look upon the zeal and attachment af 


he, I havea regar 


© an honeſt man as nothing at all; and 


„ mind only ſuch as are neceſſary to 
| * them, Tg pa ee PS 
continued he, you are young and hand. 
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* ſome ; and theſe qualifications alone, 


without the leaſt glimpfe of under- 
. © ſtanding, are more than ſufficient ta 


© captivate rich, widow, or fome fine 


| © lady unhappily married: if love runs 
« gentlemen of fortune, it often man- 
© tains thoſe who have none. It is my _ 
advice, therefore; that you goto Me 
\ « drid-; but you muſt by no means ap- 
. < pear without attendants :' they judge 
+ there, as in other places, by appear» _ 
ou he confetredonly. 9 5 
in proportion to the figure yuu make. 
Iwill recommend a ſervant o yours 
a faithfulidomeſticc -a prudent; ſoben 
fellow -in one word, à man of m] 
' © own making. Purchafe à couple of 
-* mules, one for: yourſelf; and another 
„for him, and ſet out as ſoon as 
« poſlible.* e TE bY I 7 1 5 
This advice was too much th myown © _ ©: 
taſte, to be neglected ; I therefore nene 
morning bought twyo handſome” mules, '* : 


ance; and you win 


and hired” the fervant he had recom- 


from being ſelfiſh; Nike other ſervants, 


he made no words about his wages, but 
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| mended: : he was à fellow: thirty years 
old; of a ſimple, religious aſpect, bora 
(as he ſaid) in the kingdom of Gallicia 3 

his name was Ambroſe de Lamela: far 
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Ast in my goodneſs I ſhonld thinkpro- | * by treating you handſomely, provides lt 
=: Fe 6 wo $a Having provided myſelf N e paſs this way ; I have been al 
W . _Jjkewife with boots, and a portmanteau © i all Pour the town theſe two 
| to hold my linen and cath, 1 cleared | * hours, inquiring trom ins to inn, abour 
with my landlord, andearly next morn- | all the ſtrangers that arrived ; and by 
ing ſet out from Burgos, on my way to | * the deſcription your landlord gave me 
Madrid. 9 II of you, 1 imagined you might be the 
BE e delivered Abimecnae 
| | e > | N Oe A ee row” 
Nt 1 8 „ | ſhall ſee how ſenſible I am of the ſer- 
1 N 9 that we ought ypt to trufe too 12870 fo |< vices you have done my family, and in 
| NT proſe 8 5 I | © particular, to my dear couſin- To 
E flept the firſt Night os Dn 0 5 poor . my. er ie | 
; 15 Vi id the | * (1 pleaſe) where you wi more 
day Halben, abe 0 el in the LE y odged "then here.. 1 
afternoon alighted at an inn, pw would have as e by tg he 
ſeemed one of the beſt in town. Left ['ſenting to the lady, that I mould in- 
the care of my mules to my lacquey, and | commode her capt but there was no 
oing up ſtairs into a chamber, whither | reliſting her importunities : there was 
E a ſervant of the houſe to bring þa coach waiting for us at the door, in 
my portmanteau, felt myſelf a little fa- | which ſhe took care to ſee my portman- 
4 tigued, and without taking off my boots, | teau fecured,;* Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, -*there- 
s. threw myſelf on the bed, where I fell | © are a great many rogues in Valladolid: 
[ aſteep inſenſibly. wry. be 0 2 ce 1 _ but _ true = 
: n I waked, I called tor Ambroſe, | ſhort, 1 went into the coach along with 
185 e e e 5 05 | en and her ſquire, and ſuffered — 
tle time; when I aſked where he had | to be carried away from the inn; to the 
been, he replied, with a pious air, that | mortification of” the landlord, Who, by 
he was juſt come from church, where he j theſe means, found eee f per 3 
had been to return thanks to Heaven, of the money which he expected I would 
for having preſerved him from all evil ' ſpend at his houſme 4 ie 33 : 
accidents on the road from Burgos even | Our coach having rolled ſome time, 
unto Valladolid: I approved of his | ſtopped at a pretty large houſe, where: . 
conduct, and bade hun order a fowl to | we alighted, and went up ſtairs into a. 
8 wy ſu per. ratios 1 e eee, aw pp ook 2 8 
- at very inſtan landlord en- | Or thirty + Wax-Ccandates.: e pa 3 
tered 88 a ev in his hand, lighting | through a good many ſervants, 9 
in a lady, who ſeemed more handſome the lady aſked, if Don Raphael was 
than young, and very richly dreſſed: come yet; and Was anſwored OY 5 
ſhe was ſquired by an old uſher, and a | gative ; upon which, addreſſing herſelf _ 
little blackamoor carried her. train. Ito me, Signor Gil Blas,” ſaid ſhe, 1 
was not a little ſurprized when this lady, * have a brother whom 1 expect this. 
after having made a low curtſey, aſked evening from a vilia, we have twa ² 
if I was not Signior Gil Blas of Santil- |. * leagues. from this: he will be very: . 
lane; to which I. had no ſooner anſwer- | © agreeably ſurprized, to find in this. 
| —_ the eee Verl ye quit:ed | © houſe a gentleman to whom bur whole 
her attendant, and embraced. me with a] family is ſo much indebted.” She had 
tranſport of - joy, that redoubled my | ſcarce Pore theſe words, Eee Fo, 
aſtoniſhment. * Blefſed be Heaven,” cri- | heard a noiſe below, which (we were 
ed ſhe, * for this meeting! You are the | told) was occaſioned by the arrival of 
5 : 1 eee ry eng | Don Raphael n ee 
2 | | c „ was a Young man of a good ; , 
this preatnble, I thought of the paraſite raue . ap waere eee da 
3 Kon ex va look upon Brother.“ faid he hd to him, © Fam 
th y as a downright bite; when I extremely glad of your. re 70 
Was ee to think more favourably will alli 5 in eee b. | 
rn wy nm 
| <a thy oth DIY | £ Fe NMgnN — 
« of Moſquera, who has been ſo much | ©* tude, for what he has tne: In e 
* obliged to vou; and received a letter | * of our kinlwoman Domia Mencia: 
* from her this morning, importing, © there,” added the, giving hima letter, 
po ard pb 3 going ri vou may .read what ſhe has wrote _ 
 * Madrid, L would oblige ber very much | - the fubject.” Don Raplizel opening | 
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C1 GNIOR-Gil Blas of Santil- 

lane; who preſerved my honour, 
as well as my life, has ſet out for 
court; and as he will, donbtleſs, paſs 
« through Valladolid, I cor jure you, by 


nt 


hip that unites us, to ſhew him all 
the reſpett in your power, and detain 
« him ſome time in your family. I flar- 
ger myſelf, that you will give me that 
© ſatis faction; and that my deliverer will 
© receive all manner of civility from 
you and my couſin Don Raphael. At 
« Burgos, your affectionate kinſwoman, 
Dorn NA Mzxcia.“ 


„ 


Hen cried Don Raphael, is this 
* the gentleman to Whem my couſin 
« awes her honour and Hfe ? ah! Hea- 
ven be praiſed for this happy ren 
© counter . So ſaying, he approached; 
and claſping me in his arms, What 
joy do I feel, ſaid he, in embracing 


| © Signior Gil Blas of Santillane! my 
« coufit the marchioneſs had no occaſion | 


to lay ſuch injunctions upon us: it 
would have been ſufficient to let us | 
„know, that you was to paſs through 


Valladolid; my ſiſter aud I kn Very 


well how to behave ourfelves towards 
u gentleman; who has performed ſuch 
an important piece of ſervice to the 
perſon for whom, of all our family, 

« we have tke moſt tender regard. 1 
anſwered as weil as 1 could, to theſe 

compliments, which were followed by a 
great many more of the ſame nature, 
and iateriperſed with a thouſand careſ- 
ſes s after which, perceiving that my 


boots were ſtill on, they ordered Meir 


ſervants to pull them off; and we went 

into another room, where the cloth be- 
ing laid, the gentleman, lady, and 1, 
ſat down to ſupper ; during which, they 
faid a thouſand obliging things to me: 
not a word eſcaped me, which they did 
not repeat as an admirable ſtroke of wit; 
and it was furprizing to fee how atten- 


tive they were in preſenting me with all 


the diintieſt morſels. Don Raphael 
- drank frequently to the health of Donna. 

Mencia, in which 1 followed his exam- 
d that Camilla, who 
did us juſtice, ſometimes threw certain 


very ſignificant Jooks at me. I even. 
obſerved, that ſhe took proper opportu- 


nities of ſo-doing, as if dhe had been 


_ affaic: that her brother would perceive 


OE IEEE Rar 


the lady's being ſmitten 3 ànd 1 flatte 


Valladolid, This hope induced'me to 


| treaties, 


fion, confifmed me in the opinion, that 
1 had found the way to ber heart. 


; 


carry me to his country-hobſe,- of which 
he'gave me à magnificent deſcription; 
and talked of the ne a 
there entertain me With. Sometimes,“ 


_ © fghtrful woods, and gardens in abun⸗ 
dance: beſides, we ſhall not want goe 
company; and on the whole, I hope. 
you will not grow melancholy among 


us.“ accepted his erer, and r was _ 
determined that we ſhould go to this 
charming place the very dent day. 
agreeable ſcheme, 


Having projected this ag 
. 


2 in a tranſport of joy, ſaid; 
- © Sigmor * as, ; 
4 to entertain you, while I gd inimedi- 


s vertiſe thoſe 


contradict, by her 'diſcourſe; the ſoft. 


took hold of my hand, and looking at 
m ring, ſaid, © You have got a pretty 


diamond enough, bot it is « very ſmall - © + 


one Axe you a connoiſſeur in ſtones * 
When I anfwered in the nega 


might have told me hat it was worth” 


EE 
ed my ſelf with the hopes of rofiting by 3 5 
tat diſcovery, during my mort ſtay at 


yield, without difficulty, e their in- 
s, When they requeſted me to ff 
a few days with them. They thanked © | 
me for my complaiſance; and the d Z⸗ 
whieh Camilla diſcovered on this oe 


Don Raphael ſeeing me determined to 
ſtay with hint ſome dine, propoſed” o : 


pleaſures he would 


aid he, we will take the -diverſon' of = 
hunting, ſometimes that 


hat or "Aſhings - 
and if you love walking, we have de. 


e from table; and Don Raphael 
i] Blas, 1 will leave my lifter _ 


Lately to give neceſſary orders, and ad- 
| oſe people whom I intend | 
« ſhall de of the party So ſaying, bB 
went out of the room; and I conitinvied 
converſing with the lady, who did not 


Whe | t tive, 1 
am forry for it,“ ſays the, © for yon" . 


5 we? 
= 
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' glances ſhe had thrown-at me. She. 


* 
With theſe words ſhe ſhewed me a large 
ruby on her finger; and, While I en- 

mined it, added, An uncte of mine, 

4 who was governor of the Spaniſh Phi> . 


4 jppine- Illes, made me u preſent 4 


this ruby, which the jewellen here in 
Valladolid value at three hundred piſ- 
tolles.“ I believe it is well worth he | 
| | for it is extremely, _ 
deuutiful “ Since you art pleaſec 
with it, ſhe replied, I will male an 


„money, ſaid L; 


erchange with you. And immedi- 
ately-ſhe pulled off my ring, and put her 
.own on my Intle fin 


i 
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r. Having made 


this exchange, which looked upon as uw 
agel of making a preſent, Cami. 
« ſqueezed my hand, ad looked ar f 


% 
. = 
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in the moſt languiſhing manner; then 
ſtarted up abruptly, wiſhing me good 
niglit, and withdrew in great confuſion, 
as if ſhe had been aſhamed of diſcloſing 
her ſentiments. _ Wy 15 
Novice as I was in gallantry, I knew 
well enough how to interpret this pre- 


dipitate retreat in my favour, and con- 


cluded that I ſhould paſs my time very 
agreeably at their villa. Full of this 
fattering idea, and the proſperous con- 
dition of my affairs, L locked myſelf in 
the chamber where I was to lie, after 
having ordered my ſervant to come and 
wake me early in the morning; but in- 
ſtead of going to reſt, I gave a looſe to 
thoſe agreeable reflections, which my 
portmanteau, that lay on the table, and 
my ruby inſpired. *©* Thank Heaven!“ 
ſaid I to myſelf, if I have been un- 
fortunate, I am no longer ſo. On 
© one ſide a thouſand ducats; a ring 
£ worth three hundred piſtoles on the 
£ other | My finances: will not be ex- 
* hauſted in a hurry 1 I ſee now that 
5s Majuelodid not flatter me. I ſhall 
«-inflame the hearts of a thouſand ladies 
at. Madrid, ſince I have. made ſuch an 
© eaſy conqueſt of Camilla!” The favours 
of that generous lady preſented them. 
ſelves to my imagination with all their 
charms; and I anticipated the diverſions | 
that Don Raphael prepared for me at 
his houſe in the country. In the midſt 
of theſe pleaſing images, however, Sleep 
did not fail to ſhed his poppies over me: 
ſo that, finding myſelf drowzy, I un- 
dreſſed, and went to bee. 
Next morning, when 1 awaked, I 
perceived that it was already late, and 
was a good deal furprized that my valet 
did not appear, in conſequence of the 
order I had given him over night. 
+ Ambroſe,” ſaid I to myſelf, my faith- 


„ful Ambroſe, is either at church, or 


© very lazy to-day.“ But I ſoon loſt. 
that opinion of him, and conceived one 
much worſe; for getting up, and miſ- 
ling my portmanteau, 1 lulpected him 
of having ſtole it in the night. For far- 
ther information, I opened the chamber- 
door, and called the hypocrite ſeveral 
times; at laſt, an old man hearing me, 
came and ſaid, What would you pleaſe 
* to have, Signior ? all your people de- 
© parted from my houſe long before day.” 
— How! cried I; © your houſe! am 
„ not at preſent in the houſe of Don 
Raphael ?'—* 1 don't know Who that 
7 gentleman is,” ſaid he; but you are 
in furniſhed lodgings, and I am the 
© landlord: laſt night, an hour before 


Ti HISTORY AND: ADV 


| © with, you came hither, and hired this 
© apartment for a great lord, hob ſhe 
ſaid, travelled incognito; and even paid 


me 3 hand.“ 1 4 af. 4 l 1 49 EIS 

1 was no longer in the dark q I gveſſed 
the characters of Camilla and Don Ra- 
phael, and coneſuded that my fervant/ 
being perfectly well acquainted with my 
affairs, bad ſold me to the ſharpers: 
Inſtead of aſcribing this unlucky ad- 
venture to . e and conſidering that 
it would not have happened to me, had 
I net been ſo. indiſereet as to unboſom 
myſelf unneeeſſarily to Majuelo; I im- 
puted all to innocent fortune, and cur- 
ſed my fate a thouſand times. The owner 
of the houſe,” to whom I recounted the 
adventure, which perhaps he knew tas 
well as I did, ſeemed affected with my 
ſorrow, condoled me, and proteſted that 
he was very much mortified to find that 
ſuch a ſcene had paſſed in his houſe j hut; 
I believe, notwithſtanding all his - 


the trick as my landlord; at Burgos; to 
whom, however, I have always attributs 
ed the honour of the invention. 
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venture of the ready-furmhed lodging. = 


Hv g. Meg, bevailed.my 


misfortune, 1 conſidered, that in: 


| ſtead of giving way to ſorrow, I ought 


to animate myſelf againſt miſchance; 


I gave them credit for this piece of eivi · 
lityf and ſold my boots, which they had 
been generous enough to leave likewiſe, 


leave of the ready · furniſhed lodgi 

without having occaſion, thank God 
for any body to carry my baggage, the 
firſt thing I did, was to go and fee whe- 
ther or not my mules were at the inn 


though I was of opinion Ambroſe had 


care to fetch them away that very even- 
ing: wherefore, laying my account with 
having ſeen the laſt of them, às well. as 


ſtreets in a melanchaly manner; 


your arrival, the lady who ſupped along 
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feſſions, he was as much concerned in | 
How Gil Blas beftowed und apt 44. 
Y 


and ſummoning all my courage to my 
| afſiſtance, ſaid to myſelf, while 4 put on 

my cloaths, by way of conſolation, Iam 
happy in that the rogues have not alſo _ 
© carried off my apparel, and ſome du- 
| © cats which I have ſtill in my purſet? 


to my landlord, for one third of the mo- 
ney they had coſt me. Then taking my 


where I alighted the preceding night; 
not left them there: and I Wich tu GO 


my opinion of him had been always as 
Juſt! for they iold me, he had taken 


of my portmanteau, I ſtrolled about the 


was 3 to: return te Burgos, _—_ 
nave recourſe to 
more; but when I reflected, that in ſo 
doing, I ſhould abüiſe the rp waa te fr of 
the Fer W 1A pe, t + 6-0 mou « 
n as a „I relinqui tha 
rl ;:{weafing.l ſhould, for — 
ture, be upon my guard againſt, women: 
and I believe at that time I ſhould have 
miſtruſted the chaſte duſanna. I caſt my 
eyes from time to ume upon my xing. and 
when I cenſidered that it was a preſent 
fram Camilla, ſighed with vexaljon. 
„Alas l' thought i, though L am no 
connoiſſeur in rubies, I have too good 
* reaſon-to know: thoſe who Oe red | 
them; and I believe it is not neceſſary 
c that 1 ſhauld go to a jeweller, to 8 
; \ perſuaded that l am a fol., 

\ L was willi however, to be. inform- | 
ed of the Ke of my ring, and accord 
ingly. ſhewed:it.to. a lapidary, who va- 
lued it at three ducats. Though I was 
not ſurprized at this eſtimation, I, wiſh 
ed the niece of the governor of the 
lippine Iſles at the devil; or rather 20% | 
repeated the wiſh; As I came out, of, 
thejeweller's houſe; a young fellow, -w 
was paſſi ing, ſtopped to conlider / e. 
Not being able to recolle&t, him at firſt, 
although 1 had formerly, been intimate 
with him, How, Gil Blas“ ſaid; he, 

do ybu pretend ignorance of mer 

N altered the ſon of Bar- 
ber Nuanez ſo much, that yeu do not 
nom him ? don't you remember Fa- 
bricius, your companion and ſchool- 
6 fellow, With whom you have ſo often 
-« diſputed; at the houſe of Dr. Godinea, 
5 4 e and metaphyſical wat © 

Sees FE, 

remembered him. before. "he. was 
done ſpeaking, and Wwe embraced one 
another with traunſport. 
friend, continued he, how glad am 
1 to meet thee ! I can't expr the j joy | 
© I feel. But, added he, with an air of | 
ſurprize, hat do I ſee | gad gad! 
thou art dreſſed like a prince i a fine 
«* ſword, ſilk. Rockings, doublet: and | 

© cloak of velvet, embroidered with fil- 
ver! Jau foigge ers! this ſmells ſtrong” 
+ of intrigues 1 III hold a wager, that 
thou ſhareſt the bounty of ſome, liberal 
old lady. ! Vou are miſtaken, ſaid I, 

* for my affairs are not ſo flouriſhing as 

5 you imagine. —* Pſhaw, pſhaw ! repli — 
. ne, you affect to be a 9 fellow; that 
* fine ruby on your ſinger, Mr. Gil Blas, 
hence comes that, I pray you? t 
comes, faid I, from an arrant jade. 
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houſe, that we right As Ong. 1 eth 


My dear 


Fabricius, my dear Fabricius, fartrom | 
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75 an,to. ſatisfy his £0 
bee ory. was Pretty, long, and, 
beſides, we had no, intention of pat . e 
in à burry,. we Went into a publi 


Wr 


Real 
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more. at our ea nd there, Nn ewe 
Leah fate. 1 ee to 2. — all that 
had happened. to me, ſinee my. dep x... 
ture. from Oviedo, He thbughg] my 
ventures were extremely. od 
allured me, t oe 


having 
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+ he refuſed; me: 5 
caſion, A re died of. 
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ried off the d gate ga "= 
onate; thoughtleſs and. hes 3 
ure, of 1 ery I» 
ner the prejudic £4 . 
Feral ance e 1 the _ 
1 era t te; br 7: 
ſne was deſirous of going 7 iS £ 


„ but thought proper;.to. my Eat a_ 

« _— r here was another ſub 

ject᷑ of deſpair ; 4; but, forall th that, 7:8 
. : 


c not link inder the weight of it; 
6 wiſer, than Menelaus, in 

ing war againſt t Pars, 775 ure 
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was. 2 
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_ 


| © myſelf to a great woollen-draper, 
5 whoſe 


2 hunger, 1 Was nota little embarraſſed : | 
25 
that preference coſt me my place. I 


ed. This gave me a diſguſt for paint - 
v ing, anda di 


got into the family of one of the di- 
e fectors of the hoſpital, where I now 


1 found piety, who walks with his eyes 
_ © always fixed on the 17 and à large 
2 from his youth, having nothing in view 
| ee them wien indefatigable 
Seal 


| be «< with them. What a bleſſing it is, 

1 

s naging the affairs of the poor 
1 = 


are miſtaken, Gil Blas, anſwered he; 
- there is no fituation ia life more agree · 
D able to one of my humour, than that 
» which I now enjoy: the ing eee 


2 88 * * 
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2 © his duty, like a Gtapleton : he goes in- 
| «to 2 fami to command rich than | 


> 
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arrived at Palencia with a ſolitary du- 
2 cat, out of which I was obliged to buy 

2 pair of ſhoes ; ſo that the remaining 
part could not laſt much longer. My 


C 
* 


« ſituation became very perplexing, and 
of ware 0 


4 even reduced to a very ſtrict re- 
* oimen ; there was no time to be loſt, I | 


« Sfolved to go to fervice, and hired 


i ſon was an accompliſhed rake. 
Here, though I found an aſylum againſt 


father ordered me to be a ſpy 
upon the ſon, and the ſon intreated me 


* to aſſiſt him in cheating the father. |. 


© Being obliged to determine, I prefer- 
* red the intreaty to the command; and 


* afterwards went into the ſervice of an 
old painter, who would have taught 
me, through friendſhip, the principles 
f his art; in the demonſtration of 
« which, however, I was almoſt famiſn- 


ſreliſn for Palencia at the 
«* ſame time; and coming to Valladolid, 
© by the greateſt fortune in the world, 1 


* Jive perfectly happy. Signior Manuel 
« Ordonnez, my maſter, js a man of pro- 


*.rolgry in his hand. They fay, that 


* but the funds of the poor, he attached. 
7 and accordingly his cares have 
* not been tHrequited; everything prof- 


t he has made himſelf rich in ma- 
cvs having harangued in this | 
manner, I am very glad,“ faid I to 
him, to find thee fo well ſatisfied with 
thy condition e but, between you and 
* me, I think you might play a- more 
© honourable part in the world. You 


of a lacquey is troubleſome, I own; to 
a filly fellow ; but to a lad of ſpirit, it 
Tis full of charms. A fuperior genius 
© that wow to ſeryice, does not confine | 
© himſelf. to the menial circumſtances of 


r obey; he begins by ſtudying his maſ- 
* ter, he accommodates himfelf to his 
6 foibles, gains his confidence, and then 
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e eee 
perceived that he wanted to paſs for a 
© perſon of great fanttity: I pretended 
to be his dupe; that coſts nothing I 
© did more; 1 imitated him: and acting 
in his preſence the fame farce that he 
© plays before others, I deceived the de. 
© ceiver, and am, by degrees, become his 
© factotum. Under his auſpices, I hope 
one day to be concerned in the affairs 
© of the poor in which cafe, I may 


chance to make my fortune too; for I 


c find myſelf as well inclined towards 
*.them, as he can be, for his heurt.“ 
- © Theſe are fine hopes, replied I, 
my dear Fabricius; I congratulate 
© thee upon thy proſpect: and for n 
* own part, will have recourfe to jr 4 


4 former ſcheme: convert my embroi- | 


* dered habit into a caſſock; repair to 
Salamanca; and, liſting myſelf ug- 


der the banners of the univerſity, — 


* form the 'office of à tutor. A 
project truly!“ eried- Fabricius; an 
* agreeable whim t What a fool wouldſt 


* thou be, to turn pedant at thy age! 


* doſt thou know, wretch!” what thou 
* art about to do? Soon as thou malt be 
* employed, the whole family will have 
their eyes on thee. and all thy actions 


will be ſcrupulouſly examined :-thou 
* muſt be eternally under conſtraint; 
*cloath thyſelf with lypocriſy,, and ap- 
© pear poſſeſſed of every virtue. Thou 
< wilt not have a moment to beſtom upon 


«thy Le Like a perpetual c 
in teaching him Latin, and in rebuking 


„him, when he ſhall ſay or de any thing 


© amiſs; and after ſo-much labour aud 


© conſtraint, what will be the fruit of thy 


<©eares* If the little gentleman wants 


q capacity, it will be ſaid thou haſt not 
given him good education; and his pa- 
rents will turn thee away, without any. 
< recompence; perhaps, even without 
« paying thy appointments. Don't 

ore talk to me of a preceptor's 
© poſt, which is like a beneſice with cure 
© of ſouls ; but commend me to the em 


© there 


oyment of a lacquey, which is a 


«quiet ; for after having eaten and 
* drank his bellyful, he fleeps like the 


Leads him by the noſe; Tig thus that | 


* trouble about either Baker or butcher. 
HEY naver haye.dene, child. 
, ö % N 7 


nne, . T5 3 oy 


thy pupil, thou muſt paſs the day 


4 

« fimple benefice, encumbered with no 
6 charge. When a maſter has vices, | 
* a ſuperior- genius in his ſervice: will 
2 flatter them, and often turn them ta 
his advantage. A footman lives in 
a good family, without the leaſt diſ- 


6 fon of a lord, and gives himſelf- no 
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nds he, was 1 10 recount all the- 
advantages of footmen.” 
vice, Gi Blas, :abandon for ever the 
deſign of becoming tutor, and follow 
my example/— Yes; but, Fabricius,” 
nid L., * one does not always meet with 
directors; and if 4 ſhould reſolve. to 
turn lacquey, I ſhould, at leaſt, chuſe 
to be well ſettied.'—* Oh ow —_ in 
the right,“ ſaid he; that ſhall he 
buſineſs: I will inſure thee a pot 

6 place, if it was for no other reaſon, 
than to ſnatch a pretty fellow. from the 
© univerſity,! 


| The approaching mifery with which 


fin that appeared in Fabricius, per- 


termined to go to fervice ; whereupon, 
| leaving Ie.” ublick-houſe, my compa- 
nion aid, will conduct you to the 
| © houſe = Gs perſon who is confoltes by | 
| *almoſt all the footmen out of place; 
© he has ſpies who inform him of what 
„ happens in all families; he knows 
where ſervants are wanted; and keeps 
© an exact regiſter not only ot the vacant 
* places, but even of the good and bad 
eme of maſters: he is one whowas/ 
ormerly a 'friar in ſome convent or 
other; and, in ſhort, twas he who re- 


*. 
7 we e about ſach a "Oi. 


Barber Nunnez carried me into a blind 
alley, and we entered a little houſe, 

where we found a man about fifty years 

old, writing at a table. We ſaluted 


was naturally you or accuſtomed to 


feat, but contented himſelf with Sorel | 
a' flight inclination: of the head. He 
looked hard at me, however, and 1 could 
eaſily perceive he was very much ſur- 
pony that a' you 

roidered. velvet ſhould. want to turn 
valet ; he had more reaſon to think 1 
wes come te be provided with one: 


with regard to my intention; for Fa- 


* Signior' Arias de Londonna, 

leave to re one of my 

; * to'you: is a young man of a good 
mily, whom misfortunes have re- 

« duced to the neceſſity of going to ſer- 

* vice. Pray inform” him of a good 


f A — apes. his e, 


Take my ad- 


hfreatened, * — the air of ſatis - 


ſuaded me more than his reaſons. I de- 


| * commended me to theplace Inow'en- | 


pom office: of intelligence, the ſon of 


him very re pectfuliy; but whether he 


ſee lacquies and coachmen only, he had 
contracted an habit of receiving A ple | 
cavalierly, and did not rife: is | 


man dreſſed in em- 


but he did not continue long in ſuſpence { 


bricius accofting him at once, och | 
* 4 me places in his he 


friends | 
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ears 


; in monly.maims his 858 


has, at preſent, never a footman 
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: this i is the manner all: 

* you are fixed , you 8 e 
« miſes in the world, but once Dot 
© well ſettled, you think 275 more of 


m. . "How 1* replied = 


the 


do vou complain of me have not 


done honourably by you?“ Xo > 
might have done. hetter fill,” fai 
17 Arias; yaur {Race is 8 a clerk s 
en Ker ther and you have 
3 had introduced yon to the up . 

2 an author.” Here 1 interpo 
and told Signior Arias, that, 5 W 
him I was not ungrateful, 
ledgment 1 recede his fer vice j at 
the ſame time, taking aut two ducaty, E 
put them into his. hand; with a + 
that I would not top there: pierce * 
ſhould find agen f Rae 

He ſeemed pleaſed an — cha- 
 viour, and fad, he loved to be treated ' 
in that manner: 
nnef' he, «© excellent poſts vacant, which 
1 will mention in order, that you 
© chuſe one that is to your liking.” 3 


iſter, which lay on the table, 
4 over ſome" leudes, and en. to 


cruel, whimſical man 


who rumblecs 
© inceſſantly, ſwears, heats; > 


_— 

8. — Let us 
© paſs. on to another cried: 7. at nt 
'pifture; * that tain, is not to my. 
* taſte.” Arias ſmiled at my vivacity,. 
and proceeded in this manner: Dona, . 
9e Manuela of Sandoval, a ſuperannuated 
© widow, full of pee ;ſhneſs and 5 
keeps but one for ordinary, and him” 


16 at? a Whole day. There has been 


© one livery ſuit in the houſe theſe ien 
years, which ſerves all valets he 
enter, of what e and ſhape - ſoever 
they may be: but it may be ſaid they 


* as new, although it bas been worn. by. 
two thouſand lacquies. —14Qor Alvar 


domeſticks are 
0 dre fed, taadfunbly One _ 
have, moreover, great wages; 

;F tries experiments upon them with 

«© mediciges, and more are often vacan 5 . 
On, 1 believe iy ie Fabricius, 
. 


8 


iy Fo know- 7 £9 


There are,“ conti- 


faying,” he put on his ſpectacles, open. 
ed a 


4 upon 1 N . Fs 8 


read as folldws: © A lacquey is wanted” 1 
for captain Torbellino; a paſſionate,” Hom 


only try it on; for it is ſtill” as god Xe : 


'£ Fannez,.' a phyſician and chymiſt, . : 
wants à feryant; his 
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erceived her, we bowed with pro- 
found reſpect, and ſhe returned the ſa- 
Jute very civilly, but with a modeſt de- 
portment and downcaſt eye, 
Having underſtood,” ſaid my com- 
rade to her, © that maſter Licentiate Se. 
io has occaſivn for an honeſt valet, 
1 come to preſent one, with whom, 
£ 1 hope, he will be fatisfied.* - The 
_ Houſekeeper, at theſe words, lifting her 
eyes, ſurveyed me with attention; and, 
not being able to reconcile my embroĩ- 
defy wit ＋ 
alked, if it was 1 who wanted the va. 
cant place. Jes, ſaid the ſon of Nun: * 
nez, it is this young man; who, not. | 


the ' diſcourſe of Fabricius, 


8 * 


has met 


F 


ᷓ— THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES 
daes terms, * Dong Alfgnſa de Solis, , Valladolid, forva Jervant Ane desen 
"ui « in old devotee, Wha: Tpends' two- quiet life and good cheers behde; the 
W: ©thirds-of the day a church, and infifts' canon is old and infirm, ; very much 
Wo < upon herfootman's Being always along; | « Tubjet to'the gout, and will ſoommake 
95 with her, has not had a lacquey theſe “ his will 25 ſo that there is rum to 
Wo three weeks. — The Jicentiate Sedillo, [, for a good legacy. What a charmin 
4 antold canon of the chapter of this | *'proſpett* for a eee, __ 
Wo * city, yellerday, in the evening, turned | added he, turning towards me, det u 
uf „away his footman.— Halt there, Sig- loſe no time, my lad; but g inſtantly 
if *:nior. Arias de Londonna, cried Fa- to the houſe'of the licentiate, Where I 
#f bricius in this place, we will ſtick to | vill myſelf preſent you, and anſwer” 
it this laſt poſt. The Licentiate Sedillo | © for thy character.“ At theſe words, 
38 dis one of my maſter's friends, with. for fear of loſing ſuch a fair oppor- 
1 ©whom 1 am perfectly well acquainted : f tunity, «we took our leave. in a hurry, 
"NF I know that he has for houſe-xeeper ; of Signior Arias; who aſſured me, for 
_ Aan old devotee called Dame Jacinta, my money, that if I ſpould be baulked 
= > <who diſpoſes of cvery thing in the of this place, I might depend ee 
bhocuſe: it is one of tlie beſt families in 3. recommending to me one as go. 
5 3 2 9 ; 7 1 fo AP 2 ES. 8 | ; * r Cn ; r on . 8 ee 
5 YO IREP 7 Is 4; withſtanding his appearance, | 
Br fue cmd Gil Bs, and nds |; ith bb: tht oblige him 10 
j 3 Vim to the Licentiate Sedlillo. The fitug- ic 8 ni | if. ene added he. with an ; 
1 8 i A deſcription of: his. | . t 1115 tha "acc 1 
1 ion of this canon. ' A f 7 is | infinuating air, it he has the happi- 
if  houſe-kerper. II l neſs: to come into this family; and 
„ XXI E were fo much afraid of coming live with the virtuous Jacinta, Who 
VVV too late, that we made but one * deſerves to be houſekeeper to the pa- 
1 -leap from the alley to the houſe of the | © triarch of the Indies.“ At theſe words, 
= old licentiate. We knocked at the | the pious governante moved her eyes 
1 door, which was opened by a girl ten from me, to conſider the polite perſon 
"oi years old, who paſſed for the honſe- | who ſpoke; and, ſtruek with His fea- 
Fl. keeper's niece; in ſpite of ſcandal'; and, | tures, which were not altogether 'un-- 
1 aſking whether the canon could be ſpoke | known to her, I have, ſaid ſne, 4 
= with, Dame Jacinta appeared: ſhe was | © confuſed notion of having ſeen you. 
1 a perſon already arrived at the age of | © ſomewhere l pray, aſſiſt my recolſec- 
1:6 diſcretion, but ſtill handſome ;' and; in tion.“ © Chaſte Jacinta,” anſwered 
# articular, I admired the freſhneſs of | Fabricius, 1 am proud of having at- 
\P her complexion. She wore a long gown | * tratted your notice; I have been twice 
= or coarte ſtuff, with a large leathern | * in this houſe, with my maſter Signior 
1 gfUe from one ſide of which hung a | Manuel Ordonnez, director of the 
1 unch of keys, and from the other | hoſpital. , Ha! you're in the right,“ 
1 roſary of great beads. As ſoon as we replied the houſekeeper; I remember 


„ — 


it very well, and recolleét your face. 
Ahl! fince you belong to Signior Or- 
donnez, you muſt be a lad of worth 
and honeſly: your place proclaims 
your virtue; and this young man 
could not have a better recommen- 
dation. Come, added ſhe, 1 will 
bring you to ſpeak with Signior Se- 
dillo; Who, I believe, will be very 
3 nr hag have a ſervant of your pre- 
* Ning, “] 
Me followed her accordingly-; The 
canon lodged on the /pround-ftoor, / 
which conſiſted of four rooms, well 


wainſcoted ; in one 6f the de- 


lired us to wait a little, while” | q 
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rit j and _— 
ad 


ail to caſt a miſt be fore the eyes of the 
licentiate, who obſerving, beſides, that 
I. was not difagreeable to Dame Jacin- 
ta, ſaid to my recommender ; Friend, 
take into my fervice the young man 
whom thou haſt brought. I am ſatis. 
, * fied, and conceive a favourable opi- 
nion of his morals, ſince he is preſented 
© by a domeſtick of my good friend Sig- 
4 miori@rdonnes: 7 $5 88 
As ſoon as Fabricius ſaw- that I wag 
engaged, he made a low bow to the ca- 
non, another. ſtill lower to the gover- 
nante, and withdrew, very well fatis- 
fied; after having whifpered:to-me, that 
we ſhould: fee one another often, and 
that 1 had nothing to do but ſtay where 
I was; When he was gone; the licen- 
tiate aſked my name, and reaſons for” 
leaving my native country; and by 
theſe queſtions engaged me, in preſence 
of Dame Jacinta, to recount my ſtory. 
They were both very much diverted, 
eſpecially with the account of my laſt 
adventure; Camilla and Don Raphael 
tickling them ſo much, that it was like 
to have coſt the old canon his life; for 
' while he laughed with all this force; he 
was ſeized with ſuch à violent fit of 


have been his laſt. As he had not yet 
made his will, yu may eaſily gueſs 
how his houſekeeper was alarmed: | 
trembling and aſtoniſhed, ſhe ran to 
the aſſiſtance of the good man, rubbed 


back, as is practiſed with children When 
they have the chin-cough. However, 

this was büt a falſe alarm; the old man 
ceaſed to codugh, had his governante to 
torment him; and I old have finiſh- 


* 6 


carried me cut of the:canon's chamber 
{ leave my own in its room; which was 


Il was not a nqvice in the art of dreſſing 
| victuals, having 
4 ticeſhip under Dame Leonarda, - who 
might have pafſed far a good cook; ſhe 


coughing, that 4, imagined it would 


his forehead, and clapped him. on the | 


2 1 „ 15 
ANE- a7” - 
into a wardrobe; where, among ſeveral © - 
ſuits of cloaths, was that of 'my prede-  - 
ceſſor. This ſhe made me put on, and 


not ſorry 20 preſerve, 3 "that it 
would ſtill be of uſe to me: 4 
we went to prepare dinner. 


er Which, 


erved a happy appren- | 


'was not, however, comparable o Dame : 
Jacinta, who, for aught T know, would 


have gained the palm from the cock of 


the archbiſhop of Toledo. She excelled 
in every thing: her ſoups were exqui- 
ſite, on account of her art. in chung 
and mixing the different kinds of gravx 
of which they were compoſed; and her 
-haſhes were ſeaſoned in ſucha manner, 
as rendered them extremely agrecable 

to the palate. When dinner was ready, 
ve returned into the exnon's chamber, 
where, while I laid the cloth on a table 
ſet juſt by his etbow-chair,- the houſe- 
* keeper tucked a napkin under the old 
man's chin and tied it over his ſhould- 
ers. In a moment after, 1 brought in 
a mels of porridge” that might have 
been preſented to the moſt celebrated 
direckor of Madrid; and two courſes, 
which would have ſtimulated the ſen- 
ſuality of a vice-roy, had dot Dame a- 
cinta been ſparing of herfpices, for fear - 
:of inflaming the gout of the licentiate. 
At fight of theſe delicate diſhes, my old 
maſter; whom I believed impotent in 
all his members, ſhewed me, that he 
had not as yet loft entirely the uſe f 
his ayms: he helped to difencumber 


- 


” 
® 


himſelf of his pillows, and cheerfully © _ 


42 py himſelt for eating. 'Though © 
Fins and ſhook, it did not refuſe it's ſer... - 
vice, but went and came with great ex- 
peditton; in ſuch a manner, however, 
that it ſpilt upon the table- cloth and 
'napkin one half of what was intended _ : 
For his mouth. I took away the ſoup '_ 
when he had done with it; and broaght' 
in roaſted partridge, flanked with two -. —85⁵. 
.quails, Wich Dame Jacinta carved for 
him, She took care alſs to mage hin 
drink frequently large draughts of wine, 

a little diſuted in à large and deep ſilver 
cup, which ſhe held to his mouth, as if 
he had been a child of fifteen months. 
He fell tooth and nail upon this courſe, 
and did no lefs honour to the birds than 
he had done to the porridge; and when 
he had ſtuffed himſelf to the tongue, the 


ed my dry, and not dame Jacinta, who 
| dreaded! another fit, oppoſed it, aud 
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devotee untied his napkin, replaced his 
pillows, and left him quiet te take his 
JV 
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* aftertioon's nap in his chair; 
having uncovered. the table, went to 


II this manner- 


with thy ſervice. 
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I would have made his fortune; but 
© he was a proud coxcomb, who was 
 «< deficient in his reſpect for Dame Ja- 


— 2 — 


dinner in our turn. 


was the greateſt glutton of the whole 


Wo chapter; though his ſupper was com- 
monly more flight, conſiſting, for the 


moſt part, of a pullet and ſome con- 


ſerves. I fed well in this houſe, and 


lived a very peaceable life ; having only. 


one grievance, which was no other than 
being obliged to watch my maſter, and 


Is the whole night like a nurſe. Be- 
ſides a retention of urine, that obliged. 


him to aſk for his chamber-pot ten 


times in an hour, he was ſubject to pro- 


fuſe ſweats; and when theſe happened, 


it was my buſinefs to ſhift him. Gil 
Blas, ſaid he, the ſecond night, * thou 
© haſt activity and addreſs ; and I fore- 
© fee that I ſhall be very well pleaſed 
I recommend to 
© thee, above all things, to behave thy- 


ta: ſhe is a wench who has ſerved me 


© theſe fifteen years with a ſingular zeal ; 


' © and takes ſuch care of my perſon, that 
' ©£ I can never enough ſhew my gratitude ;. 
. © wherefore, I own ſhe is more dear to 


© me than all my relations. For the 
© love of her, I have turned out of 


| doors my nephew, my own ſiſter's ſon, 
who paid no reſpect to the poor girl; 
and far from doing juſtice to the ſin- 


© cere attachment ſhe has for me, the 
© inſolent boy treated her as an hy- 
pocrite; for in this age, all virtue 
« appears hypocriſy to young people. 
Thank Heaven! I have got rid of the 
* fcoundrel. ' I prefer the love that is 


\ © manifeſted for me, to all the ties of 


« blood, and am ſwayed only by the be- 


' © nefits I receive. You are in the 


„right, Sir,” ſaid I to the licentiate : 


| * gratitude ought to have more weight 
_ © with us than the laws of nature. 

£ Doubtleſs,” he replied; and people 
will ſee by my laſt will, that I have no 


regard for my relations. My houſe- 


« keeper will have a good ſhare; and 
* thou ſhalt not be forgot, provided 


* that thou goeſt on to ſerve me as thou 
© haſt begun. The footman whom 1 


turned away yeſterday has loſt a good 

| - legacy by his own folly ; if that 
4 8 fellow had not, by his miſ- 

cs 


haviour, obliged me to diſmiſs him, 


« cinta; and an idle raſcal, who dread- 


ted the ſmalleſt trouble. He, forſooth, 
| 3 85 , * 


while we, | 


| did our canon dine | 
every day; who; for aught I know, 


N 


* 


| Wi 


has the happineſs of ap 
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© eaſe.*—* Ah; the wretch1! cried I, 46 


me, 


if the genius of my friend had inſpired 
«he was not worthy of living with 


* 4 


« ſuch an honourable maſter l a lad wb 


© you, ought to be inde 


1 ; 
tatigable. in hie 
© zeal; he ought to make-a'pleaſure. of 
his duty, and not think himſelf fa- 
© tigued, even When he ſwrais blood 
and water for your ſer vice“ 
I Zperceived that theſe words were 
very agreeable to the licentiate, who 
was no leſs ſatisfied with the affurance . 


did not love to watch over me; and. 
© looked. upon it as A, great fatigue to 
the pight in contributing d m 


1 gave him of being always perfealy _ 


whom fatigue could not diſpirit, I did 
my duty with the beſt grace ] con 


5 


rehgned to the will of Dame Jacinta. 
Fling, therefore, to paſs for à valet 


* x 


. 
Wo 


aſſume, and never complained of being 


up all night; a-circumſtance. which, 
and had it not been for the legacy with 


** 


* 


| however, 1 found very diſagreeable; 
« {elf reſpectfully towards Dame Jacin- 


5 


which I fed my hopes, I ſhould have 


been very much diſguſted with my con- 
dition. Indeed, I flept ſome hours in 


* 
bY 


the day time; and the governante, to 


do her juſtice, had a good deal af 


graces, . by. the moſt complaiſant and 


reſpeftful behaviour When I was at 
table with her and her niece, whoſe 


cinta was gone. out to market, ſeeing 
myſelf alone with Ineſilla, I began ta 
converſe with her, and aſked if her 
father and mother were ſtill. alive. O, 


not at all ' anſwered ſhe; they are 8 5 


dead long long ago, my good aunt 
told me ſo. As for: my on part, I 
the little girl, though her anſwer was 
not categorical; and put her into ſuch: 


gathered Ts hg artleſs chat, that her - 
ad a very good friend, who  - 


good aunt 


gard for me: this muſt de aſcribed. : "3 
to the care I took itt gaining her god 


7 
* 


4: 


* 


2 
Ko =] 


name was Ineſilla, I ſnhifted their plates, 


* 
: 


+ 
5 
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4 
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* 
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filled wine, and ſerved them with a 
maſt particular attention; by which- 
means I infinuated myſelf into their 
friendſhip. One day, while Dame I- 


never ſaw them.“ I ſincerely believed. 


* 


a humour of talking, that ſbe old me 
more of the matter than I wanted 12 
know. She informed me, or rather 1 


lived likewiſe with an old canon, whole / 


- temporalties he managed; and that 


theſe happy domeſticks expected to join 


that Dame Jacinta, th 


> 1 
* 8 
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| the pillage of their maſters by a mar- 
riage, the ſweets of which they taſted. 
before-hand. I haye already obſerved,:; 


a freſhneſs of. Z. 


1 


ſuperannuated, had fill a s of. . 
/. 


| compleion: 85 res 2 the - baved | 
| ng to preſer ve it; for, beſides a 
| e wh wh the. took every 'moraii 
ſwallowed 8 day, and when 
ſhe went to bed, ſome excellent jellies 
of her own:compoſing, and ftept ſoundly 
all night; while I watched my maſter; 
but. that which, perhaps; contributed 
more than any ting to preſerve her 


colour from fading; was au iſſue, which : 
ge il oe omg rack a 


BNP: 1. e e 


1 what dancer the canon was bre, when | 
Fell fick 5 the conſed wence o, it; and 
45 Ras which he 1 71% Gl Blas. 


Served the Licentiate Sedillo — 
months, without complaining of the 
bud; nights he made me paſs; at the 
end of which time he fell ick of a fever, | 
and felt his gout increaſed by the pain 
vrhich it occaſoned; ſo that, for the 
firſt time in his life; which had been 
long, he had recourſe to phyſicians, and 
ſent for Dr. Sangrado, whom all Vala- 
ladolid locked upon as another Hippo- 
crates. Dame Jacinta would have been 
better IS. if ane Sha yarn * 1 } 
by making his wi even | 
2 on the ſubject; but, 5 
that he did not believe: himſelf near his 
end, in ſome certain things he was en- 
tremely obſtinate; 1 went in 
| ſearch, of Dr. Sangrado, und brought 
him te the houſe. He was a tall, 
meagre,: pulè man; who had kept the 
ſhears of Clotho employed an non 
at leaft. Ts learned phyſicia 


— difcourſe, and gave an emphatis to 
his expreſſions-: his reaſoning was geo. 


mietrical, and his ene extremely | 
üngular. 1 


Aſter ee alen e ſymptoms | 


of my maſter's diſeaſe, he ſaid to him, 
with a very phyſical air, The buſineſs 
here is, to ſupply the defect of perſpi-. 
© ration,” e is öbſtructed: others, 
*in 22 ace, would doubtleſs preſcribe 
ere — hore- 
— and fach medicines * 
«© with mercury and fulphut ; but ca- 
thaxticks and ſudorificks are pernicious 
drugs, and all the pr 
chymiſtry are only calcul: as to do 
miſchief: for my ol part, I practiſe 
© a method more ſimple, and more ſure.” 
Pray what is your ordinary diet P— | 
My .ufual-food,” replied the canon,“ 18 
brothꝭ and juicy meat. Broth and 


1 4 lata 
| * that. which 


| added he. 


„functions with eaſe. - 


| 


* folemn appearance; weighed. 1 


* 


rations of 


2 year, 


— 


. ger ek c ſuch Pn e 
are ned pleafures, and. ſnares -. 
© that luxury ſpreads for mankind; in 
© order to ruin them the more effec 
| * tually. Faw muſt renounce all 

the moſt ſalatary is. 
Is: moſt- infipid ; for, as 
the blood is inſipid, it requires ry 
© yictuals as partake the moſt of it's own s 
nature. And do you drink: wine? 
op Ves,“ ſaid the hcentiate, 
wine diluted. O diluted as much 


' 4 * as you pleaſe,” replied the phyſicians : 5 


* what an irregularity: is here what a 
* frightful regimen-! you onght to have 
© been dead OO ago. How old are you; 
ay?“ I am going in my fine nin, 
4 replied "oe ++ Right,* 
faid the phyfician ; : ab early old age is 
$ * always the fruit of 1 dg ce ae pa 1 
4 you. had drank nothing elſe than 
water all your life, and bad been 
© fied with ſimple nouriſhment, e 
boiled apples, for example, you would 
not now be tormented with the ? 


1 do not deſpair, 
6 however, of ſetting you to rights agding 
provided you be at rages W 


direction 


The licentiate having. omit: to 
bbey him in all things, Sangrado — 
me for a ſurgeun whom he named, and 
ordered him to take from my maſter fix - 
good porringers of blood, as the firſt. 
effort, in order to ſupply the want of 
perſpiration. Then bo ſaid to the fur- 
geon, Mr. Martin Onnez, return in 
* three hours, and take as much more; 
* and repeat the ſame evacuation” tos 
| © morrow. It is a groſs error, to think 
that hlood is. neceſſuryyfor- the prefers 
© vation of life: a nt cannot be 
6 3 too much; for, he is obliged 

to perform no conſiderable motion or 
e but juſt only to breathe, he 
© has no more occaſion for blood than 4 
man Whois _— fe, in both, con- 


ving ordered frequent 
pd copious e of this kind, he 
ich us, that we muſt make the canon 
drink warm water inceſſantly; 3 aſſuring 
us that water, drank in abundance; was 
the true ſpecifck in all diſtempers hat- 


ever: and when he went away, he told 


Dame Jacinta and me, with an air of 
confidence, that he Would anfwer for his 

atient's- life, provided we would treat 
ben in the manner he had preſcribed;-. 


Tne governante, who poſſibly: ory 


, "1 {meat i cried the doctor; fur- 


} otherwiſe of this method, proteſted that 
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cadneſs.. Accordingly, we ſet about 
ec fe water with all diſpatch; and 


— — * 


as the phyſician had recommended to 6 


us, above all things, not to be too ſparing 
of it, we made my maſter drink tor the 


firſt doſe two or three pints, at as many | 


- draughts. An hour after, we repeated 
it; and returning to the charge, from 
time to time; overwhelmed his ſtomach 
with a deluge of water: the ſurgeon 
ſeconding us, on the other hand, by the 
quantity of blood which be drew from 
him, 10 lets than two days the old canon 
was reduced to extremi xy 

This good prieſt being quite ſpent, 
faid to me with a f-eble voice as I pre- 
- ſented him with a large glaſs of the ſpe- 

- cifick, Hold, Gil Blas; give me no 
« more of it, my friend: 1 ſee plainly 
© that I muſt die, in ſpite of the virtues 
« of water; and though there is ſcarce 
« a drop of. blood left in my body, I 

don't find myſelf a whit the better; 
« whichis a plain proof, that the moſt | 
« expert phyſician cannot prolong our 
days when their fatal period is arrived: 
go, therefore, and fetch a notary, for 
« | want to make my will.“ At theſe. 
laſt words, which I was not forry to 
hear, I affected to ſeem melancholy ; 
and concealing the deſire I had to exe- 


ſaid I, you are not yet ſo low, thank 
© God, but that you may recover.“ - No, 
no, child,“ replied he; it is all over 
with me. I feel the gout mounting 
« upwards, and death approaching. Make 
© haſte, therefore, and do as 1 bid thee.“ 
1 perceived, ſure enough, that he chang- 
ed vigbly, and the affair appeared ſo 
urgent, that I went out as faſt as poſſi- 
ble to fulfil. his orders, leaving with 
him Dame Jacinta, who was wore afraid 
than I that he would die inteſtate. I went, | 
into the. houſe of the firſt notary I was 
directed to, and finding him at home, 
« Sir,” {aid I, the Licentiate Sedillo, my 
« maſter, draws: towards his end, and 
© wants to have his laſt will made; ſo 
i that there is not a moment to Joſe.” 
The notary, who was a briſk. old man, 
and took delight in rallying, aſked what 
 phybcian attended the canon; I anſwer- 
ed, Doctor Sangrado.* At that name, 
ſeizing his hat and cloak in a hurry, 
* Zooks !* cried he * let us make haſte; 
. * for the doctor is fo expeditious, that 
© . * he ſeldom gives his patients time to 
© fend for notaries: that man has cliouſed 
me out of a great many jobs.“ 
So faying, he followed me with great 
eagerneſs, and while we walked together 


at a good pace, that we might arrive be. | 
; EF © | ? 3 8 
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him to give thee ſomething: conſiqdera 
ble, let Him be never ſo: little Aiſpaſed | 
© to reward thy fervice.* The licentiate, 
when he came into his chamber, had 
ſtill the uſe of his ſenſes; and Dame 
Jacinta, who was with him, her Viſage 
bathed in tears, which ſhe. had at com- 
mand, had played her part, and beſpoke 
the good man's benevolence: ſo that q 
and I left the notary alone with him, 
and went into the anti- chamber, where 
meeting the ſurgeon whom the doctor 
had ſent to make one evacution more, 
we ſtopped him. Hold, Mr., Martin,“ 
ſaid the governante, you cannot go 
into Signior Sedillo's chamber at ꝓre- 
ſent; he is dictating his laſt will to a 
notaty whois with him; Whentthat is. 
done you ſhall have leave to do your 
s Office.. ; K f . ered ; tal 1 : 
This pious gentlewoman and Iwere 
id that the licentiate would 
die before his will couldabe finiſhed: 
but happily for us, the deed that cca- 
ſioned our diſquiet was executed; and 


che notary finding me in his way, as he 


came out, clapped me on the ſhoulder, 
ſaying with a ſmile, * Gil Blas is not for- 
gotten.* Theſe words inſpired me wich 
exceſſive joy; and I thought myſelf ſo. 
much obliged to my maſter for having 
remembered me, that I promifed topray 
with all my heart for. his-ſoul,. after his 
death, which ſoon ha d; for the 
ſurgeon having blooded him again, the 
poor old man, who was but too much 
ex hauſted before, expired almoſt during 
the operation. As he breathed his latt 
Gghs, the phyſician came-in, and looked 
very fooliſh, notwithſtanding his long 
practice of diſpatching patients; Never 
theleſs, far from imputing the canon's -- 
death to his watery. draughts and eva? 
cuations, he obſerved, as he went out, 
with an air of indifference; that the pa- 
tient had not loſt blood enough, hor 
dranł a ſufficient quantity of warm Wa⸗ 
ter ; while the executioner of this ſubs 
lime art (I mean, the ſurgeon) ſeeing 
alſo that there was no more occaſion for 
his office, followed Dr. Sangrado. 
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As ſoon as the breath went out of our - 


1 


ries, which were heard all over che 


to ſeal up every thing, and found the 
+ houſekeeper in ſuch affliction, that they 


that there was one ſanctioned by all the 
to open, and ſaw that the teſtator had 


Dame Jacinta and the little girl, they 
made his funeral ſpeech in terms not 


own, deſerved ſome at their hands; for 


* my books and manuſcripts without 


TTT 
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for his prebend. After having exa- 


GIL BLAS-OF 


neighbourhood : the governante eſpe- 
cially, who had the greateſt cauſe to re- 
joice, uttered ſuch doleful accents, that 
one would have thought ſhe was the 
moſt afflicted perſon on earth; and the 
chamber was inſtantly filled with people 
drawn thither, more by curioſity than 


compaſſion. The relations of the deceaſ- 
ed no ſooner learned the news of his 


death, than'they poured into the houſe, . 


imagined, at firſt, the canon had not 
made his will: but they ſoon underſtood 


uſual formalities ; which when they came 


diſpoſed of his beſt effects in favour. of 


much tu the honour: of his memory: 
they pronounced an elogium on the de- 
votee, at the ſame time, and even be- 
ſtowed ſome praiſes on me, who, I muſt 


the licentiate {reſt his ſoul!) in order to 
make me remember him as long as 1 
ſhould live, explained himſelf in an ar- 
ticle of his will, with regard to me, in 
this manner. * Item, As Gil Blas is a 
« young man of ſome underſtanding al- 
< ready, in order to complete his learn- 
ing, I leave to him my library, all 


exception.“ e < 

I could not conceive where this pre- 
tended library could be, having never 
perceived any ſuch thing in the houſe. 
I knew only of a few papers, with five 
or fix volumes that ſtood upon a ſhelf in 
my maſter's cloſet, and theſe were my 
legacy; though the books could not be 
of any great ſervice to me, one being 
intitled, - The Compleat Houſe-wite : 
another treated of Indigeſtion and the 
Method of Cure; the reſt were, The 
Four Parts of the Breviary, which the 
moths had almoſt conſumed. With re- 
gard to the manuſcripts, the moſt cu- 
rious contained all the proceedings of a 
law-ſuit in which he was once engaged 


mined the legacy with more attention 
than it deſerved, I left it to the relations 
who envied. me fo much. I gave them 


back the very cloaths I wore, and re- ] 
in it (to uſe the expreſſion) the names 


ſumed my own; claiming my wages 
only, as the fruit of my ſervice, and 
reſolving to ſeek a place elſewhere. As. 
for Dame Jacinta, beſides the 8 
which was left to her, ſhe was in poſ⸗ 


by the aſſiſtance of her good 


2 8 8 
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friend, ſhe: 
had found means to ſecrete during the 
-hcentiate's laſt Haeſs,” 
A 3 
Gil Blas engages himſelf in the ſeruice g 
N, Len — lan a celebrated 
I Reſolved to viſit Signior Arias de 
Londonna, and conlult his regiſter 
for a new place; but as I was juſt go- 
ing into the blind alley where he lived, 
I met Dr. Sangrado, whom I had not 
ſeen fince the death of my maſter, and 
took the freedom to ſalute him. He 
recolleted me immediately, although 
I had changed my dreſs, and expreſſing 
ſome joy at ſeeing me, Art thou there, 
my child! ſaid he; © I was juſt think- - 
ing of thee | having occaſion for a good 
lad to ſerve me, I imagined that thou 
wouldſt anſwer my purpoſe very well, 
if thou canſt read and write.'— Sir,* 
anſwered I, * in that particular I can do- 
your buſineſs. . Say'ſt thou fol” ſaid 
he, then thou art the man I want. 
Come to my houſe, where thou ſhalt 
find every thing agreeable ; I will treat 
you with diſtinction; and though E 
give no wages, thou ſhalt want for no- 
„thing: I will take care to maintain 
© thee handſomely ; and will even diſco- 
ver to thee the great myſtery of curing 
all diſeaſes „ in a word, thou.ſhalt ra- 


{| © ther be my pupil than my ſervant.“ 


I accepted the doctor's propoſal, in 
'hopes of making myſelf iu rious in 
hyſick, under the auſpices of ſuch a 
earned maſter; and he carried me home 
with him on the inffanty in order to 
initiate me in the employment, which 
conſiſted in writing the names and pla- 
ces of abode of the patients 'who ſent 
for him while he was abroad: for this 
purpoſe, there was in the houſe a regi- 
iter, in which an old woman, who was 


/ utterly ignorant of ſpelling, ſhe wrote 
fo ll, —— for the moſt bas it was im- 
poſſible to POE her ſcrawl. I Was 
inveſted with the charge of this book, 
which might have been with great juſ- 
rice ſtyled, a regiſter of the dead; for 
almoſt all the 
contained gave up the ghoſt. I inſerted 


of thoſe youre who were to ſet out for 
the other world, as the clerk of a ſtage- 
coach office. regiſters thoſe who take 


. 7 
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ſellion of ſome valuable effects, which, | 


pre: The pen was ſeldom out of my 
J 7 becauſe there was not, at that 


— , ? 


his ſole domeſtick, ſet down their ſeve- 
ral directions: but, beſides that ſhe was | 
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time, a phyſician in Valladolid of more 
credit than Dr. Sangrado, who had ac- 
quired great reputation with the pub- 


* 


s health conſiſts in the ſuppleneſs and 


conſequence, money; which, however, 


by way of recompence, to drink as much 


reſtricting us in this particutar, he would 


© menſtruum that diflolves all kinds of 


lick, by a pomp of words, a ſolemn air, 
and ſome lucky cures, which had done 
him more honour than he deſerved. 

He did not want practice, nor, of 


did not make ns fare the better, his 
houſekeeper being extremely parfimo- 
nious ; our ordinary food conſiſting of 
peaſe, beans, boiled cadlins, or cheeſe ; 
which aliments, he ſaid, were agree- 
able to the ſtomach, as being moſt 
proper for trituration ; in other words, 
eaſily brayed. Notwithſtanding this his 
opinion, however, he did not approve 
of our eating a bellytul even of them; 
in which, to be ſure, he was much in 
the right: but if he forbid his maid and 
me to eat a great deal, he allowed us, 


water as we Could ſwallow; far trom 
ſometimes ſay, Drink, my children; 


© humettation of the parts; drink water 
in great abundance ;..it is an univerſal 


£ ſalt. When the courſe of the blood is 
© too languid, this accelerates it's mo- 
£ tion; and when too rapid, checks it's 
© i\mpetuoſity.* The honeſt doctor was 
ſo well convinced of the truth of this 
doctrine, that he himſelf drank notking 
but water, though he was well ſtricken 
in years. He defined old age—a natural 
decay, that withers and conſumes us : 
and, in conſequence of this definition, 
deplored the ignorance of thoſe who 
call wine the milk of old men;? for 
he maintained that the juice of the 
grape waſtes and deſtroys them; and 
-with great eloquence obſerved, that this 
fatal liquor is to them, as to all the 
world, a treacherous friend and deceit- 
ful pleaſure. | 8 
In ſpite of all this fine reaſoning, I 
had not been eight days in the houſe, 
when I was ſeized with a looſeneſs, and 
began to feel great diſorder in my bow- 
els, which I was raſh enough to aſcribe 
to the uniyerſal diſſolvent and meagre 
ſubſiſtence on which I lived. I com- 
plained of it to my maſter, in hopes that 
he would relent, and allow me a little 
wine at meals; but he was too much an 
enemy to that liquor to gratiſy my ex- 
ctation. If thou feeleſt in thyſelf,” 


Faid he to me, * any reluctance to fim- 


ple element, there are innocent aids in 
« plenty, that will ſupport thy ſtomach 


OS 
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« for example, and baum, will give it 


© an admirable flavour; and an infſu- 


ſion of corn-poppy, gilliflower and 


« roſemary, will render it ſtill more 
delicious.“ | AS” IR 
Notwithſtanding all he could fay in 
praiſe of water, and the excellent beve- 
rages he taught me to compoſe, I drank 
of it with ſuch moderation, that per- 


ceiving my temperance, he ſaid, * Why, 


© truly, Gil Blas, I am not at all ſur- 


* prized that thou doſt not enjoy good 


health. Thou doſt not e enough, 
« my friend. Water, taken in ſmall 
quantities, ſerves only to diſintangle 


| © the particles of the bile, and give them 


more activity; whereas, they ſhould be 
* drowned. in a copious dilution. Don't | 
© be afraid, my child, that abundance 
„of water will weaken and 'reiax thy 
© ſtomach : lay aſide that panick fear 


* which perhaps thou entertaineſt of 


« plentiful drinking. I will warrant the 
© conſequence ; and if thou doſt not look 
© upon me as a ſufficient bondſman, Cel- 
* ſus himſelf ſhall be thy ſecurity. That 
© Roman oracle beſtows an admirable 


< elogium on water; and afterwards ſays 


© in expreſs terms, that thoſe who ex- 

* cuſe their drinking of wine, on account 
© of a weak ſtomach, do a manifeſt in- 
jury to that organ, by uſing ſuch a 


cloak for their own ſenſuality.? ; 


As it would not have looked well for 
me to ſhew myſelf untractable in the 
very beginning of my career in phylick, 
I ſeemed perſuaded of his being in the 


| 5 will even own I was effectu- 
al! 


y convinced; ſo that I continued to 
drink water on the guaranty of Celſus, 
or rather, to drown my bile in copious _ 
draughts of that liquor; and although 
I felt myſelf every day more and more 
incommoded by it, prejudice got the 
better of experience; ſo happily was I 
diſpoſed by nature for becoming a phy- 
ſician. I could not always, however, 
reſiſt the violence of my diſorder, which 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, that I reſolv- 
ed at length to leave Dr. Sangrado; but 
he inveſted me with a new employment, 
which made me change that reſolution. 
* Hark'e, my child,” ſaid he, one day, 
© 1 am not one of thoſe harſh and un- 
« grateful maſters who let their domeſ- 
* ticks grow grey in their ſervice before 
* they recompence them. I am well 
* pleaſed with thy behaviour; 1 have a 
6 regath for thee, and without farther _ 
„delay will make thy fortune. I will 
immediately diſcloſe to thee the whole 
| © extent of that ſalutary art which I 


'* againſt the inſipid taſte of water; ſage, 


have profeiſed ſo many years. Other 
> phyſicjans 


„ 


e e Dk 
ed of his opinion with regard to water, 
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« phyſicians make this conſiſt in the 
Enewiedge of a thouſand difficult ſci- 
ences; but 1 ihtend to go a ſhorter 


way to work, and ſpare thee the trou- 


©ble of ſtudying pharmacy, anatomy, 
botany and phylick ; know, my friend, 


all that is required, is to bleed thy 
patients, and make them drink warm 


« water. This is the ſecret of curing all 


© the diſtempers incident to man. Yes! 


c that wonderful fecret which I reveal 


*able to hide from my reſearches, is 


contained in theſe two points—of plen- 


a tiful bleeding, and frequent draughts 


© of water. I have nothing more to 
e impart; thou knoweſt phylick to the 


© very bottom, and reaping the fruit of 
my long experience, art become, in a 
© twinkling,, as ſkilful as I am. Thou. 


„ mayeſt,' continued he, © eaſe me not a 


«little at preſent: in the morning thou 
e ſhalt keep our regiſter, and in the af- 


© terno0n, go and vilit a part of my pa- 


© tients : while I take care of the nobi- 
© lity and clergy, thou ſhall go in my 


* 


- © to thee, and which Nature, impene- 
trable to my brethren, hath not been 


room to the houſes of tradeſmen where 


I am called; and when thou ſhalt have 


© practiſed ſome time, Iwill procure thy 


© admiſſion into the faculty. Thou art 


„learned, Gil Blas, before thou turneſt 
* phylicianz whereas, others preſcribe 
© a long time, generally all their lives, 
© without ever becoming learned.“ 


* 


I thanked the doctor for having ena- 


bled me with ſuch diſpatch to ſerve as 
his deputy; and, as an acknowledgment 
of his favours, aſſured him that I would 


follow his maxims as long as I lived, 


even if they ſhould be contrary to thoſe 
of ed da rib But this aſſurance was: 
together ſincere; for I diſapprov- 


and reſolved to drink wine every day 


when 'I went out to viſit my patients. 


I committed my own cloaths to a peg 
for the ſecond time, and put on a ſuit of 


my maſter's, that I might appear in all 

reſpects like a phyſician; after which, 
prepared myſelf for exerciſing medicine 
at the expence of whom it ſhould con- 


cern. My coup d*ef/ai being upon an 
alguazil, who was ill of a pleuriſy, Tor- 
dered him to be blooded without mercy, 
and filled to the tongue with water. I 


went afterwards to the houſe of a paſtry- 


cook, who lay roaring with the gout, 


and whoſe blood I was no more ſparing. 


of than the alguazil's; taking care alſo 


not to reſtri& him in the article of wa- 


ter.” For theſe preſcriptions I received 


twelve rials, which made me ſo ena- 


* 


moured of ene that 1 thought. 
the more mllchief, the better. ſport.” 
Coming out of the paſtry-cook's houſe, 
F met Fabricius, whom I had not ſeen. 
ſince the death of the Licentiate Sedillo; 
and who, having looked at me ſome. 
minutes with ſurprize, ſet his hands 1 
his ſides, and burſt-out into an immode- 
rate fit of laughter. It was not without 
reaſon ; for having a cloak that trailed - 
on the ground, with a doublet and 
breeches that would have ſerved a man 
four times as big as me, my figure was 
truly original, I let him laugh till he 
was tired, not without being tempted 
to follow iis example; but I reſtrained 
myſelf in order to preſerve decorum, 
and the better ape the phyſician, who is 
| no riſibſe aninial. If my ludicrous ap- 
pearance had excited the mirth of Fa- 
bricius, my gravity increaſed it; and 
| when he had indulged it ſufficiently, 
Upon my conſcience, Gil Bas,” ſaid 
he, © thou art pleaſantly equipped. Who 
the devil has diſguiſed thee. in this 
© manner Y—* Softly, friend,” replied I; 
* ſoftly. Learn to ſhew more reſpect 
for another Hippocrates; and know 
© that I am'the.deputy of Dr. Sangra- 
do, the moſt celebrated phyſician of 
Valladolid, with whom I have lived 
© theſe three weeks. He has taught me 
phyſick to the very bottom; and as he 
© cannot in perſon attend all the ſick 
who ſend for him, I aſliſt him in his 
viſitation: he takes care of the great, 
and I of the plebeians.'—* Very well,“ 
replied Fabricius; he leaves the blood 
of the commonalty to thee, while he 
© reſerves that of the gentry to himſelf ! 
© 1 congratulate thee upon thy ſhire ; 
for it is better to have to do with the 
© 4 0 7 0 than with perſons of faſhion: 
* happy is a ſuburb of ſician ! his faults 
are leſs obſerved, and his aſſaſſinations 
© leſs known. Yes, my child, adde 
he, © thy ſituation is to be envied; and, 
* to ſpeak in the words of Alexander, 
e if I was not Fabricius, I could wiſh 
to be Gil Blas.“ „„ | 
To ſhew the fon of Barber Nunnen 
that he had reaſon. to praiſe the happi- 
neſs of my preſent condition, I 2 1 
ced the rials which I had received ffom 
the alguazil and paſtry- cook; upon 
which we went into a publick-houſe, in 
order to ſpend ſome of them. Here 
we were ſerved with pretty good wine, 
which the longing deſire I had of taſting 
that liquor making me think ſtil] better 
than it was, I drank huge draughts of 
it, and (no diſparagement to the Roman 


— 


oracle) the more I filled my ſtomach, 
"A Ez F. 
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the Jeſs did that organ complain of the 


injury it received. Fabricius and I hav- 
ing — a long time in the 
publick-houſe, and laughed heartily at 
the expence of our maſters, as the cuſ- 
tom is among ſervants, we parted in the 
twilight, after having made a mutual 
promiſe of meeting again in the ſame 
place next day in the afternoon. 


CHAP. lv. 


Gil Blas continues to aft the phyficion with 
equal capacity and fucceſs. The adven- 
ture of the ring retrieved. 85 


Had jaſt got home, when Dr. San- 
grado came in, to whom I gave an 
account of the patients I had viſited, 
and put into his hands eight. rials which 


remained of the twelve I had received 


for my preſcriptions. * Eight rials! 
faid he, after having counted them; 
© this is a ſmal} matter for two viſits, 
© but we muſt refuſe nothing.“ So it 
appeared; for he kept ſix, and giving 
me two, Hold, Gil Blas,“ added he; 
* there is ſomething for thee to begin 
# ſtock : I allow thee a fourth part of 
© what thou ſhalt get, and thou wilt be 
© rich in a very ſhort time, my friend: 
* for. pleaſe God, there will be plenty 
of difeafes this ſeaſon.” | 

I had reaſon to be contented with my 


- fhare; becauſe, reſolving to detain al- 
ways a third part of what I ſhould re- 


ceive from the patients, and afterwards 


touching a fourth of what ſhould re- 


main, it would on the whole (if there 
be any truth in arithnietick) amount 
to one half of what 1 ſhould earn. This 


dour for my profeſſion, next day when 
I had dined, I reſumed my phyſical 
drefs, aud going out, viſited many pa- 
tients whom I had regiſtered, and whom 
I treated after the fame manner, though 


their diforders were quite different. Hi- 


therto things had gone ſmoothly on; 
and nobody, thank Heaven! found fault 
with my preſcriptions; but however 
excellent the practice of phyſick may 
be; ir cannot eſcape cenſure. Going 
into the houfe of a grocer, whoſe ſon 
was dropfical, I there met with a little 


fwarthy phyſician, called Dr. Cuchillo, 


whom a relation of the grocer's had 
brought along with him. 


in particular to the perſon who, I con- 
cluded, was called to conſult with me 


about the diſtemper of the patient: he 


faluted me with great gravity, then 
eying me attentively for ſome minutes, 


_ 


made pro- 
found bows to every body preſent, and 
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conſideration inſpiring me with new ar- 


that I did not 
feſt or earneſt ; and I was thinking upon 


Doctor, abundance. of ſick people 


« Signior Doctor, ſaid he, « pray excuſe. 


| © my curiofity ; I thought 1 had been, 


« acquainted with all, my brethren, the 
* phylicians of Valladelid ; but, I con- 
« feſs, your features are utterly unknown. 
to me: ſure you muſt not have been. 
© long ſettled in this city.” © I anſwered, 


that I was a young practitioner, who as 
yet only preſcribed under the auſpices, - 


of Dr. Sangrado. I congratulate you,“ 
ſaid he, bowing, on your having em- 


* braced the method of ſuch a great 


man; and I do not doubt, that you 
fare already maſter of your buſineſs, _ 


© notwithſtanding your youthful appear- 


© ance.* He ſpoke this ſo naturally, 


now whether he was in 


ſome anſwer, when the grocer, inter- 
poling, ſaid, * Gentlemen, I am per- 
© ſuaded that you are both perfectly 


well acquainted with the art of phy- 


« ſick ; therefore pray examine the ſitu. 


ation of my ſon, and preſcribe what 


* you ſhall judge proper. for his cure.“ 
Accordingly, the little doctor enquir- 
ed into the ſtate of our patient, and 
after having made me obſerve all the 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, aſked in what- 
manner I propoſed to treat him. * I am 
« of opinion,” faid I, that he ſhould 
© be blooded every day, and drink hot 


© water in abundance.” At theſe words 8 
the little phyſician ſaid, with a ſatirical 


grin, * And do you think theſe reme- 
dies will ſave his life? Never doubt 
« that,” cried I, in a reſolute tone; they 
« muſt certainly produce that effect; 
© being, as Dr. Sangrado obſerves, ſpe- 
* cificks againſt all Kinds of diſtempers.* 
—* At that rate,” replied he, Celſus is 


very much to blame, in aſſuring us, 


© that for the more eaſy cure of a drop- 
© ſy, it is requiſite to make the patient 
* ſuffer both hunger and thirſt.'— Oh! 
« Celſus,” I reſumed, is not my oracle; 
© he was as liable to miſtakes as any 
© other; and I have ſometimes found 
© my account in acting quite contrary 
to his opinion.“ — . I perceive, by 
your diſcourſe,” ſaid Cuchillo, * the 
* ſure and ſatisfactory method that Dr. 
* Sangrado would inſinuate into young 


_ © practitioners; the whole of his prac- 


* tice conſiſts in bleeding and aqueous 
* draughts ; therefore I am not at all 
ſurprized to ſee ſo many honeſt people 
c die under his hands.“ None of your 
invectives, ſaid I, interrupting him 
with ſome heat; it does not look well 
to hear a man of your profeſſion caſt 
* ſuch reflections. Come, come, Mr. 
are 
lem 


7 


ant 


blooded, ordrinking hot water; and I 
don't doubt that you have diſmiſſed 
your ſhare of them. If you have any 
thing to ſay to Dr. Sangrado, commit 
it to paper; he will anſwer it, and we 
ſhall ſoon ſee on which ſide the laugh- 
ers are.“ By St. Jago and St. Den- 
nis ' cried he, in a rage; you are 
little acquainted with Dr. Cuchillo | 
£ Know, friend, that I have both teeth 


and nails, and am not at all afraid of | 


[* Sangrado, who, in ſpite of his vanity 
and preſumption, is adownright ninny.* 
The appearance of the little doctor 
making me deſpiſe his wrath, I replied 
with great bitterneſs ; he anſwered in 
the ſame manuer ; and we came to fiſty 
cuffs in a very ſhort time: ſome blows 
fed, and each of us loſt an handful of 
air, before the grocer and his kinſman 
could part us; which when they had ac- 
compliſhed, I was paid for my viſit and 
diſmiſſed, while they retained my anta- 
goniſt, who feemed to them the more 
fkilful of the two. „„ 
After this adventure, I had like to 
have met with another as bad; for go- 
ing to viſit a fat chaunter, who was ill 


of a fever, I no ſooner mentioned hot 


water, than he fell into a rage againſt 
the ſpecifick, curſed and ſwore, called 
me a thouſand names, and even threat- 


ened to throw me out of the window: | 


I moved off faſter than I came in; and 
not chuſing to ſee any more patients that 
day, betook myſelf to the houſe appoint- 
ed for the rendeavous between me and 


Fabricius, who was already there: and 


as we found ourſelves in a frolickſome 
humour, we drank hard, and went home 
in a ſtate of elevation; tnat is, half ſeas 
over. / 3 ap Ps . 

Signior Sangrado did not obſerve that 
I was drunk, becauſe he miſtook my 
extravagant geſtures in recounting the 
quarrel I had with the little doctor for 
an effect of the emotion occaſioned by 


the battle: beſides, having been . prin- | 


cipally concerned in oui diſpute, he be- 
came a party, and piqued at Cuchillo, 
ſaid; Thou haſt done well, Gil Blas, 
in defending the honour of our reme- 
© dies againſt that little abortion of the 
faculty. He affirms, then, that aque- 
* ous draughts are improper: for the 
_ © droply ! Ignorant wretch! I maintain 
I Yo—that a dropſical patient cannot 
drink too much. Yes, water, added” 
he, can cure all kinds of dropſies, as 
well as rheumatiſms, and the green-. 
« ſickneſs z it is moreover: excellent in 


* tevexs, where. the patient burns and 
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ſent to the other world, without being 


© dible effe 


© ported by theory and pradtice ; and if 


© ſuch as he were capable of reaſoning '_ 


— 


* 
* 

* 
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* ſhivers at the ſame time; and of incre- 


& even in thoſe. diſtempers 
© that are imputed to cold, ſerous and 
phlegmatick humours: this opinion 
may appear ſtrange to ſuch raw phy- 
* ſicians as Cuchillo; but it is eaſily ſup- 


philoſophically, inſtead of decrying 


my method, they would become my 
« moſt zealous partizans.” 5 


He did not there fore ſuſpect my be- 


ing fuddled, ſo much was he enraged; — 


for, in order to inflame him the more 


againſt the little doctor, I had thrown © 
into my ſtory ſome circumſtances - of 
Nevertheleſs, fired 
as he was with what I had told him,” 
he perceived that I drank more water 


my own invention. 


that evening than uſual; the wine hav.” 


ing made me very thirſty: Any other 


than Sangrado would have fuſpetted 


my extraordinary drought, and the great 


draughts I ſwallowed; but he firmly 
believed, that I began to reliſh-wate 


| potions; and ſaid, with a ſmile, I ſee, 


Gil Blas, thou haſt no longer an aver- 
© fjon to water, Heaven 


« change that does not furpriſe me at 


e praiſed t- 
thou drinkeſt it now like neGarl a 


© all, my friend; for 1 knew that it 


« would-foon grow ſamiliar to thy taſte.“ 


— Sir,” 1 replied, there's a time for 


© all things: I would not at 338 give 
a pint. of water for an hogſhead of 
wine.“ 
anſwer, did not neglect ſuch a fair op- 


portunity of extolling the excellence of _ 
water; but uttered a new eulogium on 


it, not like a cold advocate, but with all 
the fervour of an enthuſiaſt. * A thou- 
© ſand times,” cried he, a thouſand and 


ten thouſand-times more valuable and 
innocent than the taverns of our days, 
« were thoſe baths of ages *paſt, into 
-© which peop!e did not go to proſtitutes 
in a ſhameful manner, their lives and 


© fortunes, by glutting themſelves with 


The doctor, charmed with this 


« wine; but where people met for a- 
© muſement, and drank hot water with © 


« honour and ſecurity! One cannot 
© enough admire the wiſe proviſion of 


© thoſe maſters of civil life, who eſta- 


© bliſhed publick places where water 


«© was freely given to all comers, and 


© who ſecured the wine in the — — 
© of the apothecaries, permitting it to Þ 

« uſed by the preſcriptions of phyſicians 
only. What ſurprizing ſagacity! H 
© js, doubtleſs, added he, « owing to 
« ſome lucky remainsof that ancient fru- 
* gality, worthy of the golden age, that 
there are ill a few, who, like W 


n 
n 
: 
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1, drink nothing but water; and who, 
A8 a prefervaiive irom, or cure of all 
* d:ftcmpers, tuft to hot water unboil- 
«ed; for i have coferved, that boiled 
rater iS more heavy end leis agreeabie 
to the flowach.” „ 

Wie e uttered this cioquent ha- 
rangue, I hat like to have kuzned in 
his face more than once: kept my gra- 
vity, howerer—1 dia more: I entered 
into the do-tvr's fentiments, inveigbhed 
againſi the uſe of wine, and lamented 
that mankind had contracted a tatte tor 
ſuch a perniciuus liquor. Then (as my 
thirſt was not ſutictently quenched) | 
filled a large goviet with water, and 

having ſwailozed forme draughts of it, 
Come, Sir,” laid I to my matter, * let 
© us regale ourſelves with this benevo- 
© lent liquor, and revive, in your houſe, 
<thoſ{e ancient baths which you regret 
ſo much.“ He applauded my zeal, and 
during a whole quarter of an hour, ex- 
horted me to drink nothing but water. 
In order to familiarize myſelt to this 
preſcription, I promited to ſwallow a 
great quantity every evening; ard that 
1 might the noreeatily perform my pro- 
miſe, went to bed with a reioiution of 
going to the tavern every dax. 
- The opposition I met with at the 
grocer's houfe, did not deter nie from 
preſcribing warm water and biceding 
next day. As I canis out of a houſe 
where I had beento viſt a frantick poet, 
met an old woman in the ttreet, who 
accoſting me, aſked if I was a phyſi- 

(ian: when I anfwered in the affirma- 
tive; Well, then,” faid fhe, * I moſt 
* humbly beg you will come along with 
me; my niece was yelterday taken ill, 
and I don't know what is the matter 
«* with her.“ I followed the old gentle- 

woman, who conducted nie to a- houſe, 

and introduced me to a pretty neat 
chamber, here I found a perſon in bed; 
and going towards her, in order to en- 
quire into the ſymptoms of her diſeaſe, 


was immediately ſtruck with her fea- 


tures; which, when I had obſerved ſome 

minutes, I recolletted her to be no 
other than the female adventurer who 
had fo dexterouſly acted the part of Ca- 
milla. As for her part, ſhe did not 
ſeem to remember me; whether the op- 
preſſion ot her own diſtemper, or my 
phuyſical garb, ſecured me from her re- 
collection. Laying hold of her arm, in 


4 


order to feel the pulſe, I perceived my 


ring upon her finger; at light of which 


I felt a terrihle emotion, and a violent 


- deſire of attempting to retrieve it: but 


conhderivg that the women might fall a 


champion of the fair-fex, come to their 
alfiance, I was at pains to refiſt the 


temptation; and imagining it would be 


better to diſſemble, and take the advice 
of Fabricius, finck to this laft reſolution. 
In the mean time, the old woman preſ- 
ing me to let ber know the nature of 
ner mece's diftemper, I was not fool 
enough to own myſelf ignorant of the 
matter; but, on the contrary, affecting 


the man of ſkill, and copying my mal- 


ter's deport ment, I told her, with great 


gravity, that the diſtemper proceeded 


from the patient's want of peripiration ; 
and that, of conſequence, ſhe marſt be 
ſpeedily blooded, tuat evacuatibn being 
the only ſubſtitute of perſpitation; I 
like v iſe preſcribed warm water, that the 
ruics of our practice might be exactly 
obſerved. 

Having made my viſit as ſhort as poſ- 
ſible, I ran to find the ſon of Nunnez, 
whom I met at the door, going out to 
execute a commiſſion for his maſter: 1 
told him my new adventure; aſking, if 
he thought I ſhould cauſe Camilla to be 
arreſted in the courſe of law : he an- 
ſwered, Not at all; that is not the 
way to ſee thy ring again; for the of- 
« ficers of juſtice hate to make reſtitu- 
© tion. : 
ga, where thy horſe, money, and even 
* thy cloaths, were detained by theſe 


© harpies. We muſt rather make uſe of 
our own induſtry in recovering thy 


jewel. I'll undertake to find out ſome 
« ſtratagem-for that purpoſe; and 1 will 
think of it in my way to the hoſpital, 


* where I carry a ſhort meſſage to the 
«* ſteward from my maſter : go and wait 


© for me at our tavern; and be not im- 


« patient, for I will be with thee ina very 


little time.“ 1 : 

He did not, however, arrive at the 
rendezvous, till after I had been chere 
three hours; and then ſo diſguiſed, that 
at firſt 1 did not know him: for he 
changed his dreſs, twiſted his hair into a 
quene, covered one half of his face with 


a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided 
himſelf with a huge ſword, the hilt of 


which was at leaſt three feet in circum- 
ference; and marched at the head of 
five men who looked as fierce as himſelf, 


and wore alſo long rapiers and thick 


muſtachios. * Ygur ſervant, Signior 


Gil Blas,” ſaid he, accoſting me; you 


« ſee in me an alguazil of a new ſtamp, 
© and in theſe brave fellows who accom- 
© pany me, ſoldiers of the ſame model. 
© Shew us only the houſe of the woman, 


© who ſtole your diamond, and be aſſur- 


: dei 


crying, and Don Raphael, or ſome other 


Remember the gaol of Aſtor- 
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barbers of 


« ed that we will make her reſtore it in 
©2 twinkling.? I: embraced Fabricius 


at this. diſcourſe, which explained the 


ſtratagem he intended to put in practice 
in my behalf; and: aſſured him, that I 
very much approved of his expedient. 


1 ſaluted alſo the falſe ſoldiers, who 


were three valets, and two journeymen 
his acquaintance, whom he 
had engaged to act this part. Having 
treated the whole brigade with wine, we 
went altogether, in the twilight, to Ca- 
milla's e and knocked at the door; 
which the old woman opening, and tak - 
ing my attendants for the terriers of 
juſtice, who never entered that houſe 
without cauſe, was ſeized with conſter- 
nation. Courage, good mother,“ ſaid 


Fabricius to her, we are come hither 
only on account of a ſmall affair that 


© will ſoon be determined.“ So ſaying, 
he advanced to the chamber of the lick 
perſon, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked before, lighting us with a 


wax taper in a ſilver candleſtick. Tak 
ing the candle in my hand, I went to- 


wards the bed, and diſcovering my face 
to Camilla, Perfidious woman!' faid 
I, © behold the too credulous Gil Blas, 
* whom you have tricked. Ah, wretch! 
© I have found you at laſt, and the cor- 
« regidory in conſequence of my infor- 
mation, has ordered this alguazil to 
« apprehend you. Come, Mr. Tipſtaft, 
ſaid I to Fabricius, do your office.*— 


There is no occaſion,” anſwered he, 


railing his voice, © for exhorting me to 
do my duty. I remember that there 
creature, who has been a long time 
marked in my memorandum-book 
© with red letters. —Riſe, my princeſs,” 


added he, drefs yourſelf with all dif. 


* j y 


from me in the furniſhed lodgings, 


© patch. I intend to be your uſher, and 


© conduct you to the city gaol, if you 
think well of it.? 


At theſe- words, Camilla, ſick as ſhe 
was, perceiving that two of his follow 
ers, with the great whiſkers, were about 


to drag her out by force, ſat up in 
her bed, claſped her hands in a ſuppliant 


poſture, and looking at me with terror 
in her eyes. Gil Blas,“ ſaid ſhe, I 


.* conjure you, by the chaſte mother who 


© bore you, to have pity upon me! 
© though 1 am very. guilty, I am ſtill 


more unfortunate ! don't ruin me; 1 


« will reſtore your ring.“ So ſayingy 
ſhe took it off from her finger, and put it 
into my hand; but I told her my dia- 
mond alone would not ſuffice; and that 
ſhe muſt beſides make reſtitution of the 
thouſand ducats which had been ſtole 
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Oh, Signior !* the replied, do not aſle 
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«your ducats of me; the traitor Don 


* Raphael, whom I have not ſeen ſince 


* that time, carried them off the ſame 
* night.'—*O hol my little darling,“ 
ſaid Fabricius to her; © you think to get 
out of the ſcrape, by denying you had 
* any ſhare of the booty; but you ſhan't” 


* be ſo eaſily quit I aſſure you: your 
being an accomplice. of Don Raphael 
is a ſufficient reaſon for obliging you to 
* give an account of your paſt life. You 


| © have, doubtleſs, a great many things 


on your conſcience, ,and therefore you 
* ſhall go to priſon, (if you pleaſe) and 


added he; for I imagine the knows a 
great many curious 


every art in practice to melt us; filling 


- 


make a general confeſſion. ' I will car. 
* ry this old gentlewoman thither alſo,” 


| ories, which tlie 
* corregidor will not be forry to hear. 
At theſe words the two women put 


> 


the chamber with cries, groans, and la- 


mentations, while the old woman on her 
knees, ſometimes before the ' alguazit, 


and ſometimes before his attendants, en- 


deavoured to move their compaſſion; 


Camilla implored me, in the molt affect- 
ing manner, to ſave her from the hinds 


of juſtice : upon which I pretended to 


relent, ſaying to the fon of Nünnez, 
Mr. Officer, ſince I have got my dia- 


mond, I am ſatisfied. I don't defire to 


© death of a finner.'—* For ſhame ! ſaid 


he; a man of your humanity would 


* make a bad trooper; but I. muſt ac» 


© quit myſelf of my commiſſion, by * 
which 1 am expreſsly ordered to ap- 


give this poor woman any farther 
trouble; and would not even ſeek the 


© prehend theſe infantas; for the corre- 


'* gidor wants to make an example of 


£ them.'—*< For Heaven's fake!* I re- 


© ther affair, ſaid he; that 4s, what we 


terrupted with, Ves, but if they come 


from the Philippine Ifles, L' have none 
©of them.! Yon may take them upon 


my word; I'll warrant them genuine,“ 


ſaid ſhe; at the ſame time deſiring the old 


woman to bring a little box; out of which 


Though he knew no more of jewels than 


did, he was perſuaded that. the dia- 


monds 


RL 


plied, have ſome regard to entreaty, 
and abate a little of your ſeverity, in 

* conſideration of the preſent which theſe 
ladies will offer.“ Oh! that's, ano- 


call a figure of rhetorick well placed. 
© — Come, let us ſee what they have got 
to give me.“ I have, ſaid Camilla, 
a pearl-necklace, and ear- rings ef a 
© conſiderable value. Here the was in- 


ſhe took the necklace and ear- rings, 
and put them into the alguaziPs hand. 
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, drink nothing but water; and who, 


— 


© 25 a preſervative from, or cure of all 
« diſtempers, truſt to hot water unboil- 
ted; for i have obſerved, that boiled 


« water is more heavy and lels agreeable | 


to the ſtomach.” | | * 
While he uttered this eloquent ha- 

. s . . 
rangue,. I had like to have laughed in 
his face more than once: 1 kept my gra- 
vity, however—I did more: I entered 
into the doctor's ſentiments, inveighed 
againſt the uſe of wine, and lamented 
that mankind had contracted a taſte tor 
fuch a pernicious liquor. Then (as my 
thirſt was not ſufficiently quenched) 1 
filled a large goblet with water, and 
having ſwallowed ſome draughts of it, 
Come, Sir,” ſaid I. to my matter, let 
© us regale ourſelves with this benevo- 
'© lent liquor, and revive, in your houſe, 
«thoſe ancient baths which you regret 
4ſo much.“ He applauded my zeal, and 
during a whole quarter of an hour, ex- 
-horted me to drink nothing but water. 
In order to familiarize myſelf to this 
preſcription, 1 promited to ſwallow a 
great quantity every evening; and that 
1 might the mareealily perform my pro. 


miſe, went to bed with a reſolution of | ſwered, Not at all; that is not the / 
going to the tavern every day. - | © way to ſee thy ring again; for the of- 
+ The appoſitiou I met with at the | « ficers of juſtice hate to make reſtitu- 
grocer's houte, did not deter me from | © tion. Remember the paol of Aſtor- 
preſcribing warm water and bleeding | « ga, where thy horſe, money, and even 
next day. As I came out of a houſe | * thy cloaths, were detained by theſe 
where I had been to viſit a frantick poet, | © harpies. We muſt rather make uſe of 
4 


I met an old woman in the ſtreet, who 


aàccoſting me, aſked if 1 was a phyſi- 


cian: when I anſwered in the affirma- 


tive; Well, then,“ ſaid fhe, * I moſt 
* humbly beg you will come along with 
me; my niece was yeſterday taken ill, 
and I don't know what is the matter 
* with her.“ I followed the old gentle- 
woman, who conducted me to a. houſe, 


and introduced me. to a pretty neat 


was immediately ſtruck with her fea- 


chamber, where tound a perſon in bed; 
and going towards her, in order to en- 
quire into the ſymptoms of her diſeale, 


tures; which, when I had obſerved ſome 
minutes, I recollected her to be no 
other than the female adventurer who 
had ſo dexterouſly acted the part of Ca- 
milla. As for her part, ſhe did not 
deem to remember me; whether the op- 
preſſion ot her own diſtemper, or my 
-Phylical garb, ſecured.me from her re- 
collection Laying hold of her arm, in 


order to feel the pulſe, I perceived my 


xing upon her finger; at ſight of which 


crying, and Don Raphael, or ſome other ; 


champion of the fair-ſex, come to their 
aſſiſtance, 1 was at pains to reliſt the 
temptation ; and imagining it would be 


better to diſſemble, and take the advice 


of Fabricius, ſtuck to this laſt reſolution. 
In the mean time, the old woman preſ- 
ling me to let her know the nature of 


her niece's diſtemper, I was not fool + 


enough to own myſelf ignorant of the 
matter; but, on the contrary, affecting 
the man of ſkill, and copying my mal- 
ter's deportment, I told her, with great 


gravity, that the diſtemper proceeded - 
from the patient's want of perſpiration ; 


and that, of conſequence, ſhe mit be 
ſpeedily blooded, tuat evacuativn'being 
the only ſubſtitute of perſpiration; 1 
likewiſe preſcribed warm water, that the 
rules of our practice might be exactly 
obſerved. | 


Having made my viſit as ſhort as poſ- 


ſible, I ran to find the ſon of Nunnez, 


whom I met at the door, going out to 


execute a commiſſion for his maſter : I 


told him my new adventure; aſking, if 


he thought I ſhould cauſe Camilla to be 
arreſted in the courſe of law : he an- 


our own induſtry in recovering thy 


jewel. I'll undertake to find out ſome 
ſtratagem for that purpoſe; and 1 will 
* think. of it in my way to the hoſpital, 


where I carry a ſhort meſſage to the 


< ſteward from my maſter : go and wait 


for me at our tavern; and be not im- 


« patient, for I will be with thee ina very 
«little time.“ 5 5 | „ 
He did not, however, arrive at the 


rendezvous, till after I had been tbere 


three hours ; and then ſo diſguiſed, that 
at firſt 1 did not know him: for he 
changed his dreſs, twiſted his hair into a 
quene, covered one half of his face with 
a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided 
himſelf with a huge ſword, the hilt of 
which was at leaſt three feet in circum- 
ference ; and marched at the head of 
five men who looked as fierce as himſelf, 


and wore alſo long rapiers and thick © 


muſtachios: -* Ygur ſervant, Signior 
Gil Blas,” ſaid he, accoſting me; * you 
© ſee in me an alguazil of a new ſtamp, 
© and in theſe brave fellows who accom- 
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5 wy felt a terrihle emotion, and a violent 
_ «defire of attempting to retrieve it: but. 
cConlſidering that the women might fall a 


© pany me, ſoldiers of the. ſame model. 
© Shew us only the houſe of the woman, 
© who ſtole your diamond, and be affur- 
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Fabricius to her, we 
only on account of a ſmall affair that 


© ed that we will make her reſtore it in 
a twinkling.“ I embraced Fabricius 
at this diſcourſe, which explained the 
ſtratagem he intended to put in practice 
in my behalf; and: aſſured him, that I 
very much approved of his expedient. 
I ſaluted alſo the falſe ſoldiers, who 
were three valets, and.two journeymen 
barbers of his acquaintance, whom he 
had engaged to a 
treated the whole brigade with wine, we 


| went altogether, in the twilight, to Ca- 


milla's lodging, and knocked at the door; 
which the old woman opening, and tak 
ing my attendants for the terriers of 
juſtice, who never entered that houſe 
without cauſe, was ſeized with conſter- 
nation. Courage, good mother,” ſaid 
e are: come hither 


© will ſoon: be determined.“ So ſaying, 
he advanced to the chamber of the lick 
perſon, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked before, lighting us with a 


wax taper in a ſilver candleſtick. Tak- 


ing the candle in my hand, I went to- 
wards the bed, and diſcovering my face 
to Camilla, Perfidious woman !* faid 


„I, © behold the too credulous Gil Blas, 


* whom you have tricked. Ah, wretch! 
© I have found you at laſt, and the cor- 
« regidory in conſequence of my infor- 
mation, has ordered this alguazil to 
« apprehend you. —Come, Mr. Tipſtaft, 
ſaid I to Fabricius, do your office. 


There is no occaſion,” anſwered he, 


railing his voice, for exhorting me to 
do my duty. I remember that there 
creature, who has been a long time 
marked in my memorandum-book 
© with red letters. —Riſe, my princeſs,” 
added he, dreſs yourſelf with all dif. 
© patch. I intend to be your uſher, and 


© conduct you to the city gaol, if you 
© think well of it.“ f 


At theſe-words, Camilla, fick as ſhe 
was, perceiving that two of his follow- 
ers, with the great whiſkers, were about 


to drag her out by force, ſat up in 


her bed, claſped her hands in a ſuppliant 
oſture, and looking at me with terror 
in her eyes. Gil Blas,“ ſaid ſhe, I 


.* conjure you, by the chaſte mother who 


bbore you, to have pity upon me! 


will reſtore your ring.“ 


* N ) 


though I am very. guilty, I am till 
t more unfortunate ! don't ruin me; 1 
So ſayingy 
ſhe took it off from her finger, and put it 
into my hand; but I told her my dia- 
mond alone would not ſuffice ; and that 
ſhe muſt beſides make reſtitution of the 


thouſand ducats which had been ſtole 


this part. Having. 


_ G1L BLAS OF: SANTILLANE. 


. 


— IS - <6 Mp a i th * 9 * * 9 $4.4 0 * 8 8 * n f 
* a * y * 1 o v * J 4 
4 % U 7 
LETS 5 f 8 1 


| | : 


© Oh, Signior l' the replied, do not eee, 


«your ducats of me; the traitor Don 


* Raphael, whom I have not ſeen ſince 
that time, carried them off the ſame 
*©* mght'—* O hol my little darling.“ 
ſaid Fabricius to her; © you think to get 
* out of the ſcrape, by denying: you hack 
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© any ſhare of the booty; but you ſhan't” 


* be ſo eaſily quit I aſſure you: your 
being an accomplice. of Don Raphael 


is a ſufficient reaſon for obliging you to 


give an account of your paſt life. You 
© have, doubtleſs, a great many things 


© on. your conſcience, and therefore you 


* ſball go to priſon, (if you pleaſe) and 


make a general confeſſion. '- I will car- 


* ry this old gentlewoman thither alſo,” 


added he; for I imagine ſhe knows a 
great many curious 
* corregidor will not be ſorry to hear. 


At theſe words the two women put . 


every art in practice to melt us; filling 
the chamber with cries, groans, and la- 
mentations, while the old woman on her 
knees, ſometimes before the alguazib, 


and ſometimes before his attendants, en- 


deavoured to move their compaſſion; 


ories, which thie 


Camilla implored me, in the moſt affect- 


ing manner, to ſave her from the hands 
of juſtice; upon which T pretended to 
relent, ſaying to the fon of Nünnez, 
Mr. Officer, ſince I have got my dia- 


mond, I am ſatisfied. I don't deſire to 


give this poor woman any farther 
trouble; and would not even ſeek the 


© death of a ſinner.— For ſhame!” ſaid. 


he; a man of your humanity would 


make a bad trooper; but I. muſt ac» 


© quit myſelf of my commiſſion, by 
which I am expreſsly ordered to ap- 
© prehend theſe infantas; for the corre- - 
-* gidor wants to make an example of 


them.“ For Heaven's fake!* I re- 


© ther affair,” ſaid he; that is, what we 


call a figure of rhetorick well placed. 


plied, have ſome regard to entreaty, _ 
and abate a little of your ſeverity," in 
* conſideration of the preſent which theſe 
© ladies will offer.. Oh! that's, ano- 


* 


© — Come, let us ſee what they have got 
la, 


to give me.“ I have,* ſaid Cami 


* a pearl-necklace, and ear- rings ef a f 
© conſiderable value. Here the was in- 


terrupted with, Ves, but if they come 


from the Philippine Iſſes, I'll have none 


©of them.! Yon may take them upon 
« my word; Fil warrant them genuine,“ 


| ſaid ſhe; at the ſame time deſiring the old 
woman to bring a little box; out of which _ 


ſhe took the necklace, and ear-rings, 


and put them into the alguaziPs hand. 


Though heknew no more of jewels than 
the dia- 


n 


from me in the furniſhed lodgings, | I did, he was perſuaded that. 
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monds of the ear- rings were genuine, as 
well as the pearls of the necklace; 
therefore having examined them atten- 


_ tively, © Theſe jewels,*ifaid he, © ſeem to 


© be of a good water; and provided the 


* jilver candleſtick, which Signior Gil 


Blas has in his hand, be added to 
them, I won't anſwer for my fidelity.“ 


2 don't believe,” faid I to Camilla, 


s that you will for a trifle break off a 


_* treaty ſo much to your advantage.“ 
So ſaying, I gave the light to the old. 


woman, and the candleſtick to Fabri- 
cius ; who, being ſatisfied with what he 
had got, becauſe, perhaps, he ſaw no- 
thing elſe in the room which he could 


- eaſily carry off, ſaid to the ladies, Adieu, 


my princeſſes; live in peace. I Will 
« ſpeak to the corregidor, and repreſent 
© you whiter than ſnow : for ſuch as we, 
can give what turn we pleaſe to things, 
and never tell him the plain truth, ex- 


cept when we are under no temptation 
i | © certain ſhe-adventurer ; and, to be 


« ſure, the contrivance is excellent, and 


"to bye." 


CHAP. V. 


Tue ſequel of the ring retrieved. Gil Blas 


| 23 the profeſſion of phyſick, and makes 
A fs retreat from Valladolid. 


| A FTER having in this manner 


executed the ſcheme of Fabricius, 
we left Camilla's lodgings, congratu- 
Jating ourſelves upon a piece of ſucceſs 
that even ſurpaſſed our! expectation; 
for we had laid our account with reco- 


vering the ring onlv. However, we 


carried off the reſt without ceremony; 
and far from making a ſcruple. of rob- 
bing courtezans, we thought we had 
done a meritorious attion.—* Gentle- 
* men,” ſaid Fabricius, when he had got 
into the ſtreet, * it is my opinion, that 
ve ſhould go back to the tavern, and 
* ſpend the night in making merry. 
To- morrow we will fell the candle- 
* flick, necklace, and ear-rings, and 
'*ſhare the money like brothers; after 


* which we will return to our ſeveral. 


homes, and make the beſt excuſe we 
can to our maſters.“ This propoſal of 


the alguazil ſeeming very. reaſonable to 


us all, we returned to the tavern, ſome 
of us believing we could eafily find an 


*excuſe for having lain abroad, and others 


not caring whether they ſhould be diſ- 


miſſed or no. 


We ordered a good ſupper and fat 
down to table with as much appetite as 
good humour. The repaſt was ſea- 


ſoned with a thoufand agreeable allies ; 


and Fabricius, in particular, enlivened 


the converſation, and diverted us all ex- 


tremely, by innumerable ſtrokes replete 


with Caſtilian ſalt, which is equal at 
leaſt to the ancient Attick. But while 

we were in this jovial diſpoſition, our 
mirth was all of a ſudden overcaſt by an 


unforeſeen accident. A man of pretty 


good mien entered the room where we 


were at ſupper, followed by two others 


of terrible aſpect; after theſe, three 
more appeared; and we counted no leſs 


than twelve who came in thus, three by 


three, armed with carbines, ſwords, and 


bayonets. We ſoon perceived them to 
be the ſoldiers of the patrole, and it 


was not difficult te gueſs their inten- 


tion; wherefore we had ſome thoughts, 
at firſt, of making reſiſtance; but they 
ſurrounded us in an inſtant, and kept 
us in awe, as well by their numbers as 
their fire- arms. Gentlemen, ſaid their 


commander to us with a ſneer, I know ¾] ⸗ ᷑! 
* by what ingenious artifice you have 


© recovered a ring from the hands of a 


© richly deſerves a publick recompence, 
© which you ſhall by no means miſs. 
© Tuſtice has already appointed an apart. 
© ment for you in her own houſe, and 
© will not fail to reward ſuch a maſterly 
© attempt.” This difcourſe very much 


diſconcerted all thoſe to whom it was 


addrefſed : our countenances changed; 


and we felt, in our turn, the ſame fear 


with which we had inſpired Camilla. 


Fabricius, however, though pale and\ 


diſmayed, endeavoured to juſtify what 
he had done. 


cried the commandant in a rage, do 


you call this a little trick? Don't you 


© know: that it is a hanging matter? For, 


© beſides.that no-man is allowed to do 


« juſtice to himſelf without the cogni- 
© zance of the law, you have carried off 
© candleſtick, necklace and ear- rings, 


that did not belong to you; and, which 


is ſtill worſe, in order to commit that 
© robbery, you have diſguiſed yourſelves 
© like tipſtaves——Wretches! to dreſs 
« yourſelves in the habit of ſuch honour. 
© able people to do miſchief1 I ſhall 


think you very lucky, if you are only 


© fentenced to the gallies!' When he 
had convinced us that the affair was 
much more ſerious than we at firſt ima- 
gined, we fell down together at his 
feet, and begged he would have pity on 


our youth. But our prayers were diſ- 
e rejected a 


regarded; and beſides, 
propoſal we made of quitting to him 
the necklace, ear - rings, and _— 
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Sir,“ ſaid he, as we 
© had no bad intention, this little trick 
© might be forgiven.'—* How the devil!“ 
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Me were locked up in'a dungeon, where 
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tick: even my ring v — 
cauſe (I ſuppoſe) it was offered he fore 

too much company. Io ſhort, he was 
_ *__- quite. inexorable; ordered my compa- 
nions to be diſarmed, and carried us all” 


to the publick goal. In our way thither, 


one of the guard told me, that tlie old 
|. woman who lived with Camilla, ſulpect. 
ing that we were not real foot- pads of 
Iuſtice, had followed us to the tavern; 
And there being confirmed in her opi- 
nion, had revenged herſelf upon us, | 
1 by informing the patrole of the whole 
2 %%j,j50 ỹ q ] // ⅛ ⸗ ß 
We were immediately plundered of 
every thing; the necklace, diamonds, 
ad caudleſtick ſeized; as alſo my ring, 
tgcgether with the ruby of the Philippine 
illes, which I had unfortunately in my 
pocket. They did not even ſpare the 
rials which I had that day received for 
„my preſcriptions; which was a ſure 
ſign to me, that the people belonging 
i juſtice at Valladolid are as expert in 
their office as thoſe at Aſtorga, aad that 
the manners of all thoſe gentlemen are 
every where alike. | While I was rifled 
ol my jewels and caſh, the officer of the 
patrole recaunted our adventure to theſe 
Y  __ agents of the plunder; and the affair 
ſſeemed to them of ſuch a ſerious na- 
ture, that the majority thought we de- 
ſeryed a halter; but others, leſs ſevere, 
1 imagined, we might get off for two hun“ 
_-+  dred laſhes each, and à few years ſer - 
vice in the gallies. Until the corregitor 
ſhould think proper to decide our affair, 


— 


* 


we lay upon ſtraw, with Which it was 
ſtrewed like a ſtable littered for horſes, 
Here we might have remained long 
_ enough, and at laſt exchanged our ha 
baitation for the gallies, had not Signior 
Manuel Ordonnez next day heard of 
1 mis fortune, and reſolved to procure 
the liberty of Fabricius, which he could 


3 


_ © Dot. do without obtaining alſo" the diſ- 
miſſion of us all. Being a man very 


much eſteemed in the city, he did not 
ſpare ſolicitations; and partly by bis 
don credit; and | 
of three days effect- / 
ed our enlargement, But we did not 
come out as we had gone in; the can- 
dleſtick, necklace, and ear rings, my 
fring, ruby, and rials, being detained: 
whſch made me remember thoſe verſes, 
of Virgil, that begin with, Sic vos non 


4 


* 


As ſoon as we were at liberty, we 
..  xeturaed to dur maſters; and Dr. San- 
grado received me very kindly; ſaying; 
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ng: was refuſed, be- 


the ſmall-pox and putrid fever begin- 


NL by that of his 
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My poor Gil Blas, I did not hear f 
© thy misfortune till this morning, nd 
vas juſt göing to make ſtrong i 
citations in thy behalf. Thou muſt 
"* conſole thyſelf, my friend, for this 
© accident, and attach thyſelf more than 
ever to phyſick. “ That is my de- 
„ lign, ' ſaid I. And truly 1 thought k 
/ nothing elſe. Far from wanting buſi- 
neſs, it happened, as my maſter had 
foretold, that diſtempers were very rite 3 


ning to ravage the city and ſuburbs; ſo 
that all the phyſicians in Valladolid, ana 
we in particular, had abundance E 
practice. Scaree à day paſſed in which © 
we did not viſit eight or ten patients? 
each; from whence it may be eaſilx 
conceived what a quantity of blood was 
ſpilt, and water drank. But I do not ©. | 
know how it happened; all our ſiccxk 


died, either on account of our mal. 


practice, or becauſe their diſeaſes werfre 
incurable. Certain it is, we very ſel- 
dom had occaſon to make three viſits 
to one patient: at the ſecond, we were 
either told, that he was juſt going to de 
buried, or found him at the laſt gaſp :: 
and, as L was but a young phyfcian, 
who had not yet time to be inured to 
murder, I began to þe very uneaſy at 
the fatal events which might be laid 
to my charge. Sir, ſaid I, one even- 
ing to Dr. Sangrado, I take Heaven 

to witneſs, that I follow your methoc 


with the utmoſt exactneſs; yet, never? 


© theleſs; every one of my patients leaves 
me in the lurch. It looks as if thẽ̃f 
took a pleaſure in dying, merely to 
bring our practice into diſcredit. This 
very day I met two of them going tio 
their long home.. Why, truly child. | 
anſsered he, I have reaſon to make 
pretty much the ſame obſervation- 1 } 
5 have not often the ſatisfaction of curing 

* thoſe who fall into my hands; and if. 
1 was not ſo ſure as T'am/of the pri- 
| ©. ciples on which I proceed; 1 ſhould © 
think my remedies were pernicious in 
almoſt all the cases that come under 
my care... I you will take ny ad-. 
vice, Sir, ſaid I, we will change 
our method, and give chymical pre- 
parations to our patients, through 
* curioſity; the -worft that can happen 
2 will 01 y.. be, that they praduce be 
© ſame effect that follows our bleedingss 
and warm water. “, IWould willing! YE 
make that experiment, he 8 3 Y 
provided it could have no had conſe-. 
quence; 92 0 00 publiſhed a book, 
in Which 1 have extolled the ufe 


A 


1 


a * 1 2 3 
X * $5 * 1 . * i : | he 725 a 7 of o * i 
5 P Ladd . © $5 3 SN. Fon "i 2 85 f N . ö ANY Fad 
n OS. SS, yo 75, 4 : : Y 73 4 : : * 4 L * 1 7 * r $5 WW 25 
Fe 4: „ ? . 5 oy 5 , * X ; IRS be os, * 1 ; * . — 1 X 
f 5 x . N 
4 23 q þ * 4 : 4 Tc 4 $ 
N - * ** 
ED The s " = ; 8 - p 1 * * FE 
SY F ) Hi * - 
4 ; \ * '3 * * wx on — . 
1 1 y © _ i * ; : * : 
„ 15 # $ „ Bu Lee 6 
#3 x i EY > * 7 * 3 \ 
X 5 1 5 T ot " J * * ** 6 2 \ * 
e > Cr Rt . \ 2 1233 F 
; * % : 4 . * * 
, 8 ba N p / 4 
hp » 2 * 


30 THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES op 
— — ——— ——e—ö—b Ai — 
4 of frequent bleeding and aqueous \ his words ſtruck terror into tg epi KG 
_ » * draughts; and wouldſt thou have me | This racket-breaker had made himſelf - 
go and decry my own work ?—* Oh! | tyrant of the tennis-court, where he 8 
you are certainly in the right,” ſaid I; | jadged all the difputes that happened 
«you mult not give your enemies ſuch | among. thoſe who played, in the moſt 
* a triumph over you: they would ſay, | imperions manner, and no man durſt © 


* * 
*. 


go * 
i 


2 
1 


* you are at laſt diſabuſed; and there- 


fore ruim your reputation: periſh, ra- 


ther, the nobility, clergy, and people! 


would reſolve to fight him next day. 


Such as I have deſcribed Don Rodrigo, 


| appeal from his deciſion, unlefs he 
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(who, notwithſtanding the Don he had . = 
prefixed to his name, was an arrant 
raſcal), he captivated the miſtreſs of the 
tennis-court, who was a woman about 


* and let us continue in our old path. 
| © After all, our brother-doctors, not- 
1 e witliſtanding their averſion for bleed- 

ling, perform as few miracles as we do; 


, widows and orphans than the ſiege of 


Troy. By. the number of burials, one 
would have thought that the plague 


je ne ſcai quoy which cannot be ex- 
preſſed. Be that as it will, ſhe had a 
paſſion for him, and actually deſigned 


2; and I believe their drugs are no better | forty years of age, rich and agreeable. 

. 11 r ſpecificks.” . -nough, and in the fifteenth month of 
+ than our ſpecificks.“ | enough, and in the fifteenth month of 
We went to work, therefore, afreſh, | her widowhood. I know not how he 
Th and proceeded in ſuch a manner that, | won her heart; for, doubtleſs, it was 
Fi in leſs than fix weeks, we made more | not by his beauty; but ſurely by that 
Fs . 7 1 


0 


There was in our neighbourhood a 
tennis-court, to which the idle people. 


into the houſe, and could. not enjoy one 
moment's repoſe. 


This etfectually de- 


was in Valladolid; and every day, ſome | to take him for her huſband; but 
f father came to our houſe, to demand an | while preparations were making far tgge 
| account of his ſon, whom we had ra- | conſummation of that affair, ſhe fel! 
viſhed from him, or ſome uncle, to up- fick, and unhappily employed nie as 6 
_ braid us with his nephew's death. As | her phyſician. If her diſtemper had 
for the ſons and nephews, whole fathers | not been a malignant fever, my pre 
[ and uncles we had diſpatched, they | {criptions were ſufficient to endanger _ 
| never appeared to complain: the huſ- | her life; ſa that, in four days, I filled | 
. bands too were very civil, and never | the tennis- court witlr mourning; the. 
5 cavilled with ns about the loſs of their | miſtreſs went the way of all my patients, RS 
f _ wives. But thoſe afflicted people, whoſe | and her relations took poſſe ſſion of her. 
| - , . reproaches we were obliged to undergo, | eftate, Don Rodrigo, made deſperate 
were fometimes very brutal in their | hy the loſs of his miſtreſs, or rather, by © 
F- grief, and called us ignorant affaſlin*. | being baulked in his expectation of a | 
Ass they did not ſpare me, in particular, | very advantageous match, not only. . 8 
[4 I was afflicted by their epithets; but my | curſed-and reviled me, but alſo ſwore | ©. | 
4 _ maſter, who was uſed to ſuch accidents, | that he would run me through the body, 
| heard them without the leaſt emotion. | whenever he cbuld catch me, and ex- © 
1 I might, perhaps, in time, have been | terminate me from the face of the earth. | 
1 ; accuſtomed to reproach,-as well as he, | A charitable neighbour informed me 
þ if Heaven, doubtleſs, to rid the'lick | of this oath, and adviſed me not to ſtir __, 
i people in Valladolid of one of their | abroad, for fear of meeting this devil ß 
1 "Moſt ſevere ſcourges, had not produced | a man. This advice, which I had no 
an incident that gave me a diſguſt to | intention to neglect, filled me with con- 
F phyſick, which I practiſed with ſo little | tuſion and diſmay; 1 fancied incefſantly, 
ſuceels. 8 4 that I ſaw this furious Biſcayan conling 


in town daily reſorted, and among the 
| Teſt, one of your profeſſed bullics, who 
take upon themſelves the office of ar. 
bditers, and decide all differences that 
Happen. He was from Biſcay, his name 
Don . Rodrigo. de Mondragon, about 
thirty years of age, of an ordinary make, 
h but lean and mufcular; he had two lit- 
[! © tle twinkling eyes, that rolled in his 
head, and threatened. every body he 


tached me from-phytick, and my ſole EY 
care was how eto free myſelf from dif- e 
quiet: I reſumed my embroidered ſui t. 
and after having bid adieu to my maſter, 1 
who could not perfuade me to ſtay, 

quitted the city at day- break, not with- 8 
out apprehenſion of meeting Don Ro- | 


* 


| drigo in my way. e 
e 
Of, hrs route when he left Valladolid; and 


looked at; a very flat noſe, placed be- £ NCR. AG aaa 0 
teen red e that curled up tw | le perſon he joined on the road. 4 8 
bis very temples, and a manner of 1 very faſt, looking behind e 
x ' ſpeaking ſo rough and paſſionate, that me, from time to time, to lee if this 3 FEM 


. 


r 


formidable Biſcayan was not at my 
heels; 5 pre 5 being ſo much 
poſſeſſed by that fellow, that I took 
every tree or buſh that 1 ſaw. for him, 


With fear, I plucked up my courage, 
' | however, when I had gone a good 
league, and continsed, at an eaſier 


wWhither my purpoſe was to go. 1: 
ſhould haye quitted Valladolid without 
regret, had I hot been ſorry to part 

fram Fabricius, my dear Pylades, to 
whom I could not fo. much as bid 

adieu: but it gave me no m »rtification 
to renounce phyſick; on the contrary, . 


HI begged pardon of God for having 


exerciſed it at all; though 1 did not 
fail to count, with pleaſure, the mo- 

* -ney.I had in my purſe, notwithſtanding 
it's being the ſalary of my aſſaſſinations: 
im that reſpect, reſembling thoſe ladies 
ol pleaſure who reform their morals, 
but, nevertheleſs,. keep fait hold of the 


_ - * amounted to pretty near the value ot 
five ducats in rials; on the ſtrength of 
which I expected to reach Madrid; 
where I had no doubt of finding tome | 
good place: beſides, I longed paſſionate- 
ly to ſee that augult city, Which had 
been extolled to me as the epitome of 


* , = j - 


all the wonders of the world. 
While 1 recollected all that I had 
heard in it's praiſe, and enjoyed it's 
_ - _ pleaſures' by anticipation, I heard the 
voice of a man behind me ſinging at 
full ſtretch: he had a leathern wallet 
on his. back, a guitar hanging about 
his neck, a long ſword hy his fide, and 
walked ſo faſt, that he was up with me 

in a very ſhort time. Being one of the 
to journeymen barbers with whom 1 
had been impriſoned in the adventure 


mediately, though our dreſs was altert d, 
and were very much ſutprized at mee 
ing ſo unexpectedly on the highway. I. 


aflured him, that I was extremely glad ö 


to have him fur a fellow- traveller; and 


bis joy ſeemed no leſs at meeting wih informed by Fabricius that 1 had mer 


me. I told him my reaſon for quitting: 


ve Valladolid; and he repoſed the- ſame 


confidence in me, by letting me know 
that he had quarrelled with his maſler 


had been inclined,” added he, todive 
_ © any longer in Valladolid, I could have 
t found employment in abundance of: 


handle a razor, and curl a muſtachio, 
bas well as eter a barber in Spain: but 
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and every moment felt my heart throb | 


pace, my journey. towards Madrid, 


+ 


+ - wages. of fin. My whole fortune 


mops; for, without vauity, I can f far my Tlory,"cried he, 
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-< fire I had to viſit the place of m ne .* 
- tivity, from which I have heen abſennt 
* thele ten years: I want to breathe.” 
© my own country air. a little, and know _- © 
tlie ſituation of my family, with whom 
© L hope to be in two days; for they live -* |. 
at a place called Olmedo, a market 

© town, on. this ſide of Segovia. 
"Reſolving to accompany this barber. ' 
to lis own home, and from thence -go' 
to Segovia, in order to take the oppor- x 
tunit y of ſome, conveyance to Madrid, ' :} 
we purſued our journey, and diſcourſed 
otindifferent ſubjects. He was a young ? 
fellow of ſome wit and humour; and 
when we had converſed together an 
hour, he aſked how my ſtomach was di. 
poſed; I anſwered, that he ſhbuld ſese 
at the firſt inn. Upon which he ſaid. 
© We had better make à pauſe ia the 
„mean time: I have ſomething fr 
breakfaſt in ma wallet; for hen! 
travel, Lal ways take care to have pfo. 
viſion along with me. I don't trouble 
„ myſelt with cloaths, linen, and other 
* ulgleſs baggage; but reſolving to havws 
nothing juperfluons, fill-my knapfack: © 
with belly-timber, my razors, and a 
© wathball.? I commended his pradence;”  _ : 
and conſented, with all my heart, 
the pauſe he propoſed; for I was hun 
ge, and reſolved to make a good meal, 


{ which I could not but expect, afte- what 


{iz had told me. We turned a little ut 
of the highway, in order to fit upon tie 
Zraſs, where my friend the barber toubxk 
out his victuals, conſiſting of five or fix 
oujons, with a few cruſts of bread and | 
cheeſe; but what he produced as the 
beſt furniture of his badger, was a littte 
bottle full (as he ſaid) of delicate wine 
Though our diſhes were not very a.. 
voury, hunger, being very urgent witn 
us both, made them reliſh pretty well; 


of the ring, we knew one another im- and we emptied the bottle, which con⸗ ft 3 


tamed. about two, pints of à ſort f . 
wine that I don't chuſe to boaſt much * * 4 
of; after Which, we got up, and con 
tinued our journey with, great good. 
humour. The barber who had been 
wih ſome very particular adventures, 
deſired to hear thein from my oo n 
mouth ; a ſatisfaction I could not refuſe - © 7 
to a man who had regaled me fo ſump -- 


and bid him an eternal adieu. If 1 ] ruoully: When I had gratified his cu 3 


riodty, I told him he could do no lem 

in return ſar my complaſance, than „ 
count the ſtory of his own life., Ohl as 
r. my Th it is hot worten 
hearing, as it contains nothing but or 
„ dinary facts; neyertheleſs,? added he, 


- 
- 
* 


— 


I I could. no longer reſiſt the violent de- 
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| © ſince we 
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have nothing elle | to do, au TO 7 
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__ * ſhallhear it, ſuch as it is. So ſaying, | * to have ſhaved two generations, win 
he related it nearly in theſe words. a thong of leather to ſet them, anda ' . i 
oF, 5 „ I * lamp of ſoap: beſides, there was a | 
CHAP. VI. | © canvas ſhirt quite new, an old pair of, - | 


The flory of the journeyman barber. my father's ſhoes, and what gave me 


3 . 
FG » ts. 
11 

= 


> 1 
* r . [0 


ö | | more pleaſure than all the reſt, twenty, 

* TPERDINAND Feres de la Fuen- rials wrapped up in a linen rag. This 

_ 1s c ta, my grandfather, (I go to the | # was my ele fortune; by which yon 
Bl , _ * fountain-head) after having been fifty | may conclude, that Maſter Nicholas 

1 years barber in the village of Olmedo, * the' barber relied a good deal on my 

#F died, and left four ſons, the eldeſt of | © ſkill, fince he ſent me away ſo poorly © _ 


.* whom took poſſeſſion of his ſhop, and | © provided. Nevertheleſs, the poſſeſſion - 

© . * ſacceeded him in the buſineſs; Ber- [of a ducat and twenty rials did not 

1 1 trand, the ſecond, having an incli- © fail to charm a young fellow like me, 
| nation for trade, became a mercer ; | * who had never before been maſter of _ 

Thomas, who was the third, kept a] coin: I believed my funds were inex= - 

. * ſchool ; and the fourth, whoſe name | © hauſtible; and continued my journey. 

iwas Pedro, feeling himſelf born for | © in a tranſport of joy, admiring,” every _ 
© the Belles Lettres, ſold a little lot of | moment, the hilt of my ſword, which 7 
ground which he had for his patri- | * thumped againſt my hams, or got be: 


X 


1 mony, and went to live at Madrid, | © tween my lebs, at every ſter. 
where he hoped one day to diſtinguiſh | <« Arriving at the village of Ataquines * 
© himſelf by his wit and learning; while | © in the evening, very ſharp ſet, I went 
| © his three brothers did not feparate, | © to lodge at an inn; and, as if I had 
but ſettling at Olmedo, married the Þ * been a man of fortune, called for ſup :- 
daughters of huſbandmen, . who, in | * per, ' with an air of authority: The i 
lieu of fortune, brought them abun- | * landlord having ſurveyed me ſome | 
dance of children, breeding as if it | © time, and ſeeing who he had to do 
© had been for a wager. My mother, | © with, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, 

- © the barber's wife, brought ſix into the | « Maſter, you ſhall be falistted; S 

world, for her ſhare, in the firſt five « will treat you like a prince.” So ſay :x 

years of her marriage; of which num- ing, he ſhewed me into a little room:; 

b ber I am one. My father taught me © where, in a quarter of an hour, they 

_ © betimes to ſhave, and when I arrived | © brought me a ragout made of ram 

Lat the age of fifteen, put this wallet |< cat; which I ate as greedily as if it had 
upon my ſhoulders, and girding me | © been compoſed of a rabbit or hare. 
with a Jong ſword, ſaid, Go, Diego, | © This excellent diſh was accompanied 28. ; 
* thou art now in a condition to gain a] with wine, ſo good, as he ſaid, that 
„ Jivelihood ; go, and ſee the world: | © the king himſelf could not drink bet- 

I thou halt occaſion for a little travel- | ter. Notwithſtanding this elogium, ! 
ling: go rub thee up, and make thee | © perceived it was curfedly four; but 
perfect in thy buſineſs. March, and | © this did not hinder me from doing as I 
% don't return to Olmedo, before thon | « much honour to it, as I had already 

, haſt made the tour of Spain. Let me | « done to the ragout; and, to complete 

e not hear from thee until this be-per- | © the treatment of a prince, I was con- 

* formed.” At theſe words, he em- ducted to a couch, more proper. for 

_ * braced me very affectionately, and | © encouraging watchfulneſs than fleep; \- 

turned me out of doors. being a truckle-bed: ſo narrow and | | 
Such was the behaviour of my fa. © ſhort, that, little as I was, I had not 
* ther at parting with me. But my | « room to lie in it with my legs extend. 
mother, whoſe manners were not quite | © ed ; beſides, inſtead of mattraſs and + 
/* fo rough, ſeemed more affected on this . feather-bed, it had only a wretched: 

; Loccaßon!: ſhe let fall ſome tears, and | © flock-bed, covered with a doubled 

Wn © even ſlipt a ducat privately into my | cheet, which had ſerved an hundred 

il hand. So I quitted Olmedo, and took different travellers at leaſt, ſince te 
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; © the road to Segovia; of which, how- | © laſt waſhing Nevertheleſs, in ſuch a 
ever, I had not walked* above two | © convenience, my ſtomach 'tull of-ra- 


by hundred paces, when 1 ſtopt to ex- | © gout, and that delicious wine which 
amine my knapſack, being deſirous of | the landlord had recommended, thanks 
| l ſeeing what it contained, and of know- | © to my youth and conſtitution, Len- 
ing preciſely the extent of my poſ- | © joyed a ſound ſleep, and ſpent the 


Lors io much wore that they ſeemed ] * Next day, after having-breakfaſted;, _ © | 
JJJJJ%%%0%0(cõ ep. CEO ons DI 5 Onan. 
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| © ſeſſion. I found a cafe, and two ra- night wr indigeſtion, + 
; 
| 
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i rand paid ſauce for ny: 00d cheer; 1 


© made but one ARE Ip Segovia; and, 
on my firſt arriva had 18 good for- | 
tune to be employed in a ſhop for my 
board and lodging. Here, however, 
CE ſtaid but ſix months; being ſeduced 
wo \ "by a brother jolirneyman ef my ac- 
Po quaintanice, who longed to ſee Madrid, 
Land with whom 1 fet out for that city. 
6) ® There I got a place on the ſame terms. 
© as at Segovia, in a well-accuſtomed | 
© ſhop, much frequented, on account of 
the neighbourhood of the church of 
* Santa Cruz, and the Prince Theatre; 3 
my maſter, two -journeymen and 1, 
© being ſcarce” ſufficient to trim all our 
a *.cnſtomers, who conſiſted of people of 
ball ranks; and among others, of play] 
 ** ers and authors. One day, two 
ſſons of the laſt profeſſion beiug 
di together, began to diſcourſe about the | 
poetry and poets of. the time; and 
© hearing them mention the name of my | 
3 e I liſtened to their converſation 
. © with great attention. Don Juan de 
FTavaleta, ſaid one of them, is an 
10 author, in my opinion, beneath the 
ublick notice; a cold genius, a man 
10 1 fancy: his laſt piece has done 
f of him infinite prejudice.“ % And, 
ray,” ſaid the other, „ has ever 
Lewis Velez de Guevara produced a | 
good work? was ever any thing more 
< wretched than his performances ?” 
They named a great many more poets, 
whom I have forgot. I remember. 
4 only, that they ſpoke contemptuouſſy 
b of them all, except my uncle, of whom 
0 they made honourable mention, agree- 
ing that he was a lad of merit. Ves,“ 
© ſaid ane: of them, Don Pedro de la 
„ Penta is an excellent writer: | his 


17 


* 


Ss 


«ed with erudition, which makes them 
« apreeably fatirical; and I am not at 
1 all ſurprized at his being eſteemed 
* by the court and city, or at his re- 
% ceiving ſalaries from ſeveral gran- 
. dees.“ — “ He has, indeed,“ .faid the 
. © other, „enjoyed a pretty large income 
© theſe many years; and as he lives 
„ with the Duke of Medina Cœli, and | 
40 f ends little, muſt. be worth a conſi- 
, derable ſum of money.?“ 
1 did not loſe one word, which the | 


Owe had heard in the family, made a 
He J noiſe in Madrid by his works, ſome | 
4 « people travelling through Olmedo hav-! 
ing told us ſo ; but as he neglected to. 
let us hear from him; and ſeemed quite 
Os detached from his relations, we, on our 
. 8 in as ent NOPE my 8 


«hooks contain a delicate raillery mix- * 


I took his advice, and walked n 


© poets ſaid concerning my uncle, who, |. 
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Wards bim. True blood is, however, 
* always guided by a ſure inſti not r as ſoon / 
as 1 heard that. he was in good circum- 
0 ſtances, and knew where he lodged, 1 
was tempted to wait upon him; N 
one thing embarraſſed me not à litiſe, 
his being called Don Pedro by the au- 77 
"© thors.. That Don gave me ſome uneafi- \ 
aneſs; 5 and IJ. Was afraid he might” be f 
6 ſome other poet than my uncle. 1 was 5 2 
t not, Se ſtopped by this conſi- 
deration; but imagined that he might | 
© have 5355 ennobled on account: of his' 
wit, and therefore reſolved to go and 
ſee him. For this purpoſe, with my 
maſtef's permiſſion, I dreſſed e 
« one *morning as well as I could, and 
© went out of the ſhop, not alittle proud 
of being nephew to a man who had ac- 
quited ſuch reputation by his g nius. 
As the barbers are not the leaſt vain 
people in the world, began to con- 
© ceive a great opinion 'pf myſelf, and. 
- ſtrutting with an haughty air, Net e. 
for the houſe. of the Diike de Medina 
„Ccli; where-preſenting myſelf at the 
4 gate, and faying, I. wanted to peu 
„with Don Predo de la Fuenta, the por- 
ter pointed with his finger to alittle - 
0 ſtalrcaſe, at the fai ther end of acourt, 
Which he bid me aſcend; and knock at 
„the firſt door on my right- hand: 1 did 
ſo, and (a young man coming out); 
«aſked if Signior Don Pedro de la 
Fuenta lodged there.” Ves, v faid he, 
£60 bur you cannot ſee him at preſent,” 
%, thould be very glad,” replied I, 
to ſpeak with him; for 1 bring him 
«© news of his family. DTT you could 
« 1 him news of the Pope,“ ſaid 
I would not introduce vou to 
8 44 A chamber juſt now, for he is com- 
„% poſing; and when that. is the caſe, we 
* muſt take care not to diſturb his im- 
„ gination'# he will not be vißible in 
«noun ; fo that you may go and take 4 
„ turn, nd come back about that time: 


1 


$ 


2 


* 


* 
— 


* . * 


5 the eity the whole morning, thinking 
6 * continually on the reception I ſhould: 
| 1 meet with from my uncle, who I ima 128 
© gined would be extremely glad to ſeèè 
© me: I judged of his ſcatiments by 
my own ;- and preparing myſelt for a, 
very tender ſcene, returned to his 
c lodwing 85 with all diligence; at the hour 
preſeri ed. Vou are come in the 
* very nick of time,“ ſaid his. valet); 
for. my maſter is juſt going; otit ; ſtay 
«here à minute, and I will” let him 
„% knaw- you are come.“ So faying, 
+ he: left me in an outward room an 


4 eee in a e Names me 
; . = N 


. 
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into the chamber of his maſter, whoſe 
* face had ſa much of our family air in 
it, that I was ſtruck with the reſem- 
*blance, and could not help thinking it 
was my very uncle Thomas, whom I 
© had left at home. Having ſaluted him 


© with profound reſpect, 1 told: him I | 


was the fon of Maſter Nicolas de la 
: © Fuenta, barber in Olmedo; that I had 
worked at my father's buſineſs theſe 


© three weeks at Madrid, in-quality of 


4a journeyman ; and that I intended 
+ to make the tour of Spain for my im- 
* provement. 


' © likelihood, whether he ſhould diſown 
© me for his nephew, or get rid of me 
sin a more dextrous manner. He choſe 
- © this laſt method, and affecting a ſmiling 


© air, ſaid, Well, my friend, how do 


ec thy father and uncles? I hope they 
« are in good circumſtances.” Upon 
„this, I began to deſcribe the plentiful] 
© propagation of our family; I told him 
© the names of all the children, male 
and female, and even comprehended 


© in that liſt their godfathers and god- 


© mothers. He did not ſeem to intereſt 


© himſelf infinitely in my detal, but 


© coming to his purpoſe, replied, “ Die- 
« go, I approve very much of thy reſo. 
4 jution to travel, in order to make thee 
« perfect in thy profeſſion; and I ad- 
e yiſe thee to leave Madrid as ſoon as 


. poſſible: it is a pernicjous place for | 
s youth, in which thou wilt be ruined, 
« my child; it will be more for thy ad- 


 « vantage to reſide in ſome of the other 
« Go,” added he; and when thou art 
ce ready to ſet out, come and fee me 


c help thee to make the tovr of Spain.“ 


£ about my buſinefs. 

© that he wanted to remove me at a good 

« diſtance from him; but, going to our 

* ſhop, gave my maſter an account of 
< what had pafſed ; he was as far from 

© diſcovering the intention of | Signior 

« not at all vf thy uncle's opinion: in- 
e rather, I think, to make it your in- 


« intimate with ſo many perſons of qua- 
© lity, he can eaſily. ſettle you in ſome 


©« tion to make your fortune.“ 


* 


— 4 


„ III HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF, , , _ 


While 1 ſpoke, my uncle 
' © feemed to muſe, conſidering, in all 


« cities of the kingdom, where people's 
„ morals are not ſo much corrupted. 


again; I will give thee a piſtole, tou b 

: formerly choriſter in a cathedral :- his 
With theſe words, he puſhed me gent- 
ly out of his chamber, and ſent me 


© I had not ſenſe enough to perceive. 


8 


Don Pedro as I was, and faid, „I am 
« ftead of adviſing you totravel, he ought | 
c tereft to ftay in this city ; for, being 
« great family, and put you in a condi- 


Struck 
with this diſcourſe, which flattered 


N 7 9 4 0” 5 182 — = 55 
1+ my imagination, in two days I went. 


© back to my uncle, and propoled, that 
he ſhould employ his credit to procure 


| <admiſlion for me into the family of, 


| © ſome lord belonging to the court. But 
© this propoſal was not at all to his liking: |: -_ 
* a vain man, like him, who had free ac- - - 
* ceſs to the great, and ate every day at 

« their tables, could not - brook his 

« nephew's ſitting with the ſervants, © __ 
while he dined with their lords; in 
this caſe, little Diego would have made 
Signior Don Pedro bluſh. He did not 
fail, therefore, to refuſe my .requelt, 
and that not in the moſt civil manner. 

« How | you little vagabond,“ ſaid he, 
„with a furious look, „ wouldſt thou = 
te quit thy profeſſion ! Go; I abandon  _,, 
« thee to thoſe who have given thee  - 
© ſuch pernicious counſel: get ou of 

© my apartment, and never ſet foot in it 

* again, otherwiſe I will cauſe thee to 
be chaſtiſed as thou deſerveſt. Con- N. ; 
founded at theſe words, and ſtill more. 
* at the tone in which they were deli- 

* vered, I retired, with the tear in mw 
* eye, very much affected at his harſh 

© behaviour; but as I was naturally briſk 
and haughty, I ſoon dried my tears; 

* my grief changed to indignationy and 

© 1 reſolved to take no farther notice of 
„this unkind relation, without whoſe _ 


| © affiltance 1 had, hitherto made ſhift to 


ive. 5 yy | 5 
My whole thought being now bent 
on cultivating my talent, I.applied to T 
© buſineſs, ſhaved all day long, and in the. 
« evening learned to play on the guitar, 
© by way of recreation. My maſter for 
© that inftrument was an old Signior 
© Eſcudero, whoſe beard I trimmed, ' 


ns 


and who taught me muſick; which he 


© underſtood perfectly well, having been 


name was Marcos de Obregon, a'ſage - 

* perſon, who had a large ſtock of ſenſe _ 
* as well as experience, and loved me as 
„well as if I-had been his own child. 

He ferved-in quality ot uſher to a 

* phyſician's wife, who lived within thir- 

| © ty paces of our houſe, whither I uſed 

to go in the twilight, when we had left 
off working; and, «fitting together-en 

* the threſhold of the door, we uſes to 

© make a little concert, not at all diſa- 

* greeable to the neighbours ; not that 
© our voices were exquiſite, but while 
© we thrummed upon the inſtrument, 

each ef us, in our turn, accompanied 

it with ſinging, and that was ſufficient -. 
to pleaſe our audience. In particular, , 

we diverted Donna Mergellina, the | 
© phyſician's wife, who uled to come >a 
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N . the K's to hear us, and ſometimes 
made us repeat the airs that were moſt 
to her liking, her huſband not being | 


for though he was a Spaniard, and al- 
_ © ready well ſtricken in years, he was | 
„ n en Bis. profeſſion engroſfed | 
him wholly, and 2s he returned fa-. | 


ding, he went to bed Fetimes, without 
2 being alarmed at his wife's attention;to. |. 
our concerts; it is probable, indeed, | 


that he did not think them capable of 
3 making dangerous impre ſſiogs; ; and 


[true, but witha 
bo 


wanted to take a turn with me before 


the lock of man. He did not, there- 


e found the old ſquire expecting me, 


* leading. me into a-by-ftreet, where he 


my child, that we both ſhall have 
/ © cauſe-to repent of amuſing gurſelvyes, 
3 in the evening, with concerts at my 


e us, pleaſe God, I would 
have given vou your leſſons in fome | 


made the tour of Spam. 7 


entered into che ſervice of the phy- 
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© offended at er enjoying tlys diverſion ; 


* tigned From his patients in the even- 


« we mut obſerve, that he imagined he 
hach little or no cauſe to fear, Mergel Y 
© lina being young and handſome, it is 
fo ſavagely virtuous, 
that me could not ſo mach as endure 


fore, begrudge her a paſtime that ſeem-- 
« ed ſo innocent and honourable, but left 
bus to ſing as much as we pleaſed. One 
* evening when I came to the phyſician's 
door, with an intention to play as uſual, 


ho, taking me by the hand, laid he 
we ſhould begin our concert; then 


found we could talk with freedom, 
Son Don Diego,” ſaid he, with a me- 
6: lancholy air. have ſomething ex- 
4. traordinary to diſcloſe: Tam afraid, 


„% maſter's door.“ I have, doubtleſs, a 
great friend ſhip for you, and am very 
« well pleaſed with having taught you to 
« play upon the guitar, and fing; but, | 
44 45 1 foreſeen the misfortune that 


other place P'——Frightened at this 
© diſcourſe. I. begged the uſher to be 
more explicit, and tell me what we 
had to fear; for I was got a nun who 
could brave danger ; nor had I us yet, 
"64 * will, * 
ſaid he, tell you what is necefſary to 
be known, that you may comprehend. 
«the jeopardy in which we are. When | 


„ gciang which is about a year ago, he 
aid to me one morning, after having | 
brought me into the preſence of his 
, wife, ** Marcos, beh miſtreſs; 


f Kthis is the lady, whom youare to attend 
1 


» 
F 


verywhere."”. admired Donna Mer- 
„ gellina ; I thought ner wonderful 
pretty, exceſfively handſome, and was 
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great deal of liberty. 


that ſhe put on her 'veil, 
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« whole mein. Sir,“ anſwered I to the 


> * phyſician, L. am too happy ia der 


rmitted to 7 ſuch a char 
lady.“ —Mergellina, diſgufled at 
© anſwer, faid, * a paſſion. A: = 
fellow, indeed l methinks you take a” 
I want none of 
© your compliments not T Such 
words, from à mouth fo agreeable, 
4 ſurprized me very much: I could not 


«. reconcile this ruſtick andinſolent man- vo 5 


ner of ſpeaking with the gentle ap- 
t pearance- of my miſireſs: but her 
10 hufband, 1 who was uſed to it, rejoiced | 
„at his having. a wife of ſuch à rare 
character, told me that his ſpouſe was 
«a prodigy of virtue; and, perceiving 
and pre- 
s pared:to go to mals, bade me conduct 
her to church; We were no ſooner 
© in the ſtreet, than we met, which i is 


© not at all extraordinary, ſeveral gen- 1 


© tlemen, who, {truck with the fine air 
6 ob Donna, Mergellina, paid her a Go. 

„many compliments en dam. She . 
40 replied to them all; but you cannot 
«ir how filly and. ridiculous her 
© anſwers were. Every body was a4 
<< niſhed, and could not Conceive that- 
there was à woman in the world W 
| «© could be diſpleaſed with praiſe * 


— 


2 , 
Sis 
2 


Won” 
. 


% Madam,“ ſaid 1 to her, take no 285 


* notice of what is faid to yen; it is 
40 better 10 keep ſilence, than ta ſpeak 
«in paſſion.” —< No, no,” anfwered 


©ſhe,” I will tet theſes inſolent fellows. | 


„ know: that L Won't be treated with ee” FS N 
65 reſpect. 8 5 


In ſhort, ſo much i | 
„ tinence eſcaped her, that 1 could — 
help telling her my ſentiments, at the 
i hazard of her diſpieaſure. I repre- 


{+ ſented to her, as delicately as I could, 7 0 1 


that the perverted nature, and f poiled 
« a tliouſfand good qualities,” by her 
« ſavage humour; that a woman of po- 


«© hteneſs and good-nature-might e bel 
[ * love. withoat. the help of beauty; 3 


ereus, the haadſomeſt perſon in the 


& world, without” meekneſs and LOS. 
1's breeding, would become the objeck 


% contempt. 1 I ſtrengthened” theſe 


arguments with many more of the 
- «ſame kind, calenlated for the reforma- 


„ tion of her -behaviour'; and after 


% having moralized a good deal, J was 5 We N p 


« afraid that my freedom would enrage 
my miſtreſs, and bring upon me ſome 
37 ſevere repartee: nevertheleſs, ſhe dic 
5 not rebel againſt my on,” 
ebut contented herfelf- with; neglecting 
it entirely; as well as all the reſt tharT . 
46 was e IOCON fooliſh enough to = 
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3 «At length, 1 forbore to adviſe her | 


«© of her faults; and abandoned her to 
4 the ferocity of her nature. 


| Mean 
« while, (would you believe it ?) this 


1 ferocious diſpoſition, this haughty wo- 


& man, is, within theſe two months, en- 
« tirely changed; ſhe is complaiſant to 


every body, and her behaviour moſt - 
' «apreeable ; ſhe is not the fame Mer- 


« oellina who made fuch filly anſwers to 


the men that ſaid obliging things to 


ac her; ſhe is become ſenſible to praiſe 


1 loves to be called handſome, and told 


« ;mpunity ; and flattery is now'as a- 


l grkeable to her as to any other wo- 
e man : the change is ſcarce credible; 
e and, what will ſurprize you (till more, 
«you are the author of ſuch a great 
% miracle] Yes, my dear Diego,” con- 
44 tinned the uſher, you have metamor- 
I phoſed 


onna Mergellina in this man- 
© ner, and converted that tigreſs into a 
e lamb. In one word, you have attract- 
« ed her regard: I have perceived it 
e more than once, and am very much 
< miſtaken in the ſex, if ſhe has not con- 
« ceived a molt violent paſſion for you. 
4c This, my child, is the ſad piece of 


«news. I had to diſcloſe, and the 
40 troubleſome dilemma in which we. 
Te oc are.“ | Fe ; „ 

A can't ſee, ſaid I to the old man, 


ac that we have ſo much cauſe to be af- 
« flicted at this affair; or, that it is 


- «© a mis fortune for me to be beloved by 


« a handſome lady.“ Ah, Diego!“ 


he replied, you talk like a young 


« man : you look only at the bait, 
«© without perceiving the hook; you 
, conſider only the pleaſure, but 1 fore- 


e ſee the diſagreeable conſequences. All 
will come to light in the end. If you 


4 continue coming to ſing at our door, 
4 vou will inflame the paſſion of Mer- 
« gellina, Who, perhaps, iofing all re- 
„ ſtraint, will betray her weakneſs be- 


4 fore her huſband Dr. Oloroſo; and 


« he who appears ſo complaiſant at pre- 
< ſent becauſe he believes he has no rea- 
et ſon to be jealous, will become furious, 


| revenge himſelf upon her, and in all 
-« probability, make both you and me 


« feel the effects of his rage. Why, 


0 truly,” ſaid I,“ Signior Marcos, your 
s reaſons.are convincing z and I ſubmit 
«« myſelf wholly to your advice; give 
4 me, therefore, directions how to be- 
have, in order to prevent miſchief.” 


, We have nothing to do,” anſwered 


be, but, to give over our concert: 
appear no more before my miſtreſs 3 amelting tone, «I have paſſed from 
ok” 4 b A , . * 7 * , * 1 # a „ S, , 4 - 2 OP" «bs one 5 \ 
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ſight of me was ſo dangerous. 


© aſked him Why we had diſcontinued 
our concert, and for what reafon I no 
more ſupported my abſence with forti - 


* ſaid to her ſquire, ** You deceive me, 


order you, and conceal nothing of the 


** fince you muſt know the truth, I wil 
«tell you, that he commonly found 


**chule to run the riſk of going to- bed 


with the marks of uneatineſs zh 


* this very evening. 
© bed withan empty ftomach; there ſhall 


<< ſerved for him.?“ | 


* 


he, haſtily, © fince your abode in 
„this houſe; or rather fince yuu con- 
„ demned my diſdainful carriage, and 


my behaviour. But alas “ added ſhe in 


. * 
7 $ 

1 * 
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i 
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* truth.”—© Madam,” anſwered, he, 
„% making uſe of another expedient, ' 


© ſupper. over, when he went home, 
after our concert; and he does not 


* with an empty ſtomach !“ “ How! 
„with an empty ſtomach !“ cried ſhe, 


had hot you told me this ſooner? Go 
* to bed ſupperleſs ] Poor baby GO to 
% him inſtantly,” and bring him hither 
He ſhan't go to 
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« and when you are no longer feen, the 
„will retrieve her quiet. Stay at yout 
%, maſter's houſe, whither 1 will come, 
ec and we will play on the guitar with- 

« out danger.” —* Withall my heart,“ 

'*faid I; , and I promiſe never to ſet 
foot within your door again.“ I re- 
ſolved in good earneſt te be as good as 
my word, and, for the future, te 
keep myſelf cloſe in the ſhop, ſince the 


ln the mean time, honeſt Marcos, 
©with all his prudence, found; in avery 
few days, that the means he had con- 
-< trived to-extinguiſh the flame of Donna 
« Mergellina, produced a quite contrary __ 
effect. This lady, not having heard 
me ſing for two nights) fucceſſively,-. 


longer appeared. He replied, I was ſo 
buſy that I had not a moment to beſtow Fx 
* oh my pleaſures. She ſeemed ſatisſied 
* with this excuſe, and for three days - 


©tude:enough ; but at the end.of that 
i time, my princeſs loſt all patience, and 


Marcos, Diego muſt have ſome other 
© reaſon for not coming hither: there 

* is' ſome myſtery in it, which I muſt. 
have explained; ſpeak, therefore, I 1 


** always be a plate of ſomething re- l 


„What do I hear?“ faid the yſher, 
* affecting ſurprize at her diſcourſe; 
« Heavens, what a change 1 1s it you, - 
© Madam, that talk thus? How ong I 
© have yon been thus gentle and com- 
„ paſſionate ?''—* How long!“ replied. 


a” 


«©laboured to ſoften. the roughneſs of 5 


« one extremity to another! from being c 


6 haughty' and inſenſible, I am become 
too ſaft and tender 1 I love your 
e young friend Diego, in ſpite of all my 
« efforts to the contrary; and his ab- 
« ſenee, inſtead of weakening, adds new 
«©, vigour to my love! — ( Is it poſſi- 
„ble,“ ſaid the old man, that a lad 
wh who,jis;ncither handſome nor geateel, 
« ſhould be the object of ſuch a; Violent 
_ © paſſion??, I would, forgive your ſen- 
« timents, had they been inſpired by 


3 


S 


, ſome gentleman of ſhining accompliſh- | 


| 


% ments. Ah, Marcos!“ faid Mer- b 
© gellina, interru tinghim, don't re- 
„ ſemble the reſt of my ſex—or-rather, ! 
* notwithſtanding all your long expe- 
« rjence, you are but little acquainted 
„with women, if you think that merit 
always determines their choice. If 1 
: 4 may be allowed to judge by. myſelf, de- 
„liberation has no ſhare in their en- 
„ gagements; love is a diſorder of the 
«© mind, by which we are involuntarily 
4 dragged and faſtened to the object.; it 
js a diſtemper by which we are ſeized, as 
V6 dogs are with madneſs ; ceaſe, vere | 
fore, to repreſent Diego as unworthy 
«of my tenderneſs; let it ſuffice, that 
40 my love finds in him a thouſand good 


. - 


«© qualities which eſcape your potice, 


« and perhaps only,.exiſt in my imagi- , 
{ <6 nation. It is in Vain for ypus to tell 
« me, that neither his features nor his 
1% make deſerve the leaſt attention: he | 
« ſeems to me born to captivate, and 
« fairer than the day beligen, he has 
«a ſweetneſs of voice that charms me, 
* and in my opinion. plays on the guitar 
« with a grace pecullar to himſalf.“ 
„ But, Madam,” replied Marcos, do 
«« you conſider who this Djego is? the 
** meanneſs of his condition?“ Mine f 
is not much higher than his; * ſaid 
* ſhe, interruptinghim again: and ifl. 
„ was even a 'womah of quality, (lat: 
„ ſhould be no objection.” ; | 
The reſult of this converſation was, 
1 that the uſher thinking he ſhould make 
little progreſs with his remonſtrances, ; 
* ceaſed. to oppoſe; tlie infatuation of his 
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* the ſtorm that drives him from the 
* port in view. He did more for the 
8 ſatisfaction of his patroneſs: for, com- 
ing to me, he took ine aſide, and hav- 
ing recountied what paſſed between 
her and him; You ſee, Diego, 
added he, that we cannot help con- 
tinuing our concert at Mergelliga“ 3 
« door... There is a neceſſiiy for that 


* miſtreſs; , as an expert e «| 
r 


=" 


<* lady's ſeeing you again, my friend; 3 
« Verve. ſhe will commit ſome piece 
0. 76. 
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66 prejudice to her reputation. 1 ar 
not hard- hearted; but told Marcos, I 
would in the twilight repair to the 
place of aſlignation with my guitar; | 
6 and that he might. go and regale his 
© miſtreſs with this agreeable. piece of 
© news. In this he did not fail; and 


| * that paſſionate inamorata was raviſhed 


« to. underſtand; that ſhe ſhould: have 
the pleaſyne. of Doc and hearzng me 
« « that yery-evening. 
_ * As diſagreeable. accident, however, 
5 had;well, nigh baulked her expecta- 
tion: for I could not leave the ſhop 
© before! night; which, for my, ſins; was 
dexiremely, dark; and. as I groped.along | 
the ſtreet, and had. got about half- way 


to the place of rendezvous, I was 


s We from a window.with . 
$ * tents ofa, perfuming pan, that did not 
at all, delight my ſenſe. of ſmelljug, / 
f * though L may ſafely ſay I loſt none, of 
it, fo exactly was I equipt. In this 
condition, I did not know what courſe 
* to take, Had 1, returned ta the ſhop, 
c I ſhould have afforded a very di vert. 
ing ſcene to my comrades, and ex- 
poſed myſelf to a thouſand unſavoury 
* jeſts ʒ and I was ſhocked at the thought 
* of going in this fine pickle to Mergel 
1 lina: this laſt, however, I reiglxed 
< upon 1 and, going to the phyſician? 8 
5 houle, found the old ſquire Wait 1 
a fon me at the door. d 
me, that Dr. Oloroſo being; in. beg 
© we might freely divert e ee. 
87 


He 


* anſwered, I mult firſt clean my cloat 


* and then related my misfortune- 


| © ſympathized with me, and condufied 


me into a hall whęre his miſtreſę was 5 


* who no ſooner learned my adyenture, 


© and ſaw my condition, than ſhe grieved 
for me as much as if I had met with. 
© the greateſt mis fortune; and foo wha 
* a thouſand, curſes; on the penſop ww 

© had thus accommodated me. But, 


Madam,“ ſaid Marcos to her, % mos: 


« derate your tranſports ; and conſider 


| that} this event, being the pure effect 
«of chance, ought not to be ſo deeply 


e reſented.” - Why ſhould not I, 
*;ani{wered: ſhe,. „deeply reſent the in- 8 
5* Jury; that, has been done to this poor 
«6 lamb, this dove without gall, who 
does not even complain of the outrage 
«© he has received? O that I was a man 
« this moment to revenge it!“ ; 

14; She-ſaid a thouſand things more 
chat denoted the exceſs of her love, 
+ which ſhe made appear no leſs by her 
actions; fon while Marcos was buſied 


in 1 ies me with a towel, the ran to 


4 2 her 
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' + tle; for I had conceived hopes I was 


- more inflamed than ever. 
Marcos,“ faid ſhe to her uſher, © from * 


When 1 had ſupped, we gentlemen of 


would willingly have ſpent the night 


«own that I bore my misfortune with 
* patience. This was not the caſe with 
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© her chamber, and fetched from it a 
# bbx full of all forts of perfumes; 
ſweetening my cloaths with the ſcent 
t of odorifervus drugs which ſhe burn- 
'ed, and afterwards ſprinkling them 
© all over with &effences. The fumiga- 
*tion and aſperſion performed, this 
© charitable lady went into the kitchen 
for ſome bread, wine, and ſlices of 
t roaſted mutton, which ſhe had ſet a- 
©-part for my entertainment ; and oblig- 
ing me to eat, took pleaſure in ſerving 
me, ſometimes by cutting my victuals, 
* and ſometimes by filing wine, in ſpite 
© of all that Marcos aud I could ſay to 
© diſſuade her from ſuch condeſcenſion. 


©the band began to tune our voices to 
* our'guitars, and performed a concert 
«that charmed Mergellina. We af- 
fected, indeed, to ling thoſe airs, the 
words of which flattered her paſſion; 
t and it muſt be obſerved, that while 1 
© ſung, I frequently ogled her with the 
© tail of my eye, in ſuch a manner, as. 
blew the coals of love; for I began to 
«be pleaſed with the game. Although 
the concert laſted' a long time, I was ' 
not at all tired; and as for the lady, to 

„hom the hours ſeemed minutes, ſhe , 


© in heating us, had not the old uſher, 
to whom the minutes ſeemed hours, 
put her in mind of its being late. This 
© the gave him the trouble to repeat ten 


« or twelve times; but ſhe had to do | 


« with one who was indefatigable on 
© that ſubject, and who gave her no reſt. 
«© until I was gone. This experienced 
©perſon, ſeeing his miſtreſs abandoned 
6 to a fooliſh paſſion, was afraid of ſome 
«croſs accident: and his fear was foon ' 
$ ;uſtified ; for the doctor, either fuſ- 
s petting ſome ſecret intrigue, or agitat- 
ed by the demon of jealouſy, who had 


© reſpeCted him hitherto, took it in his 


head to find fault with our concerts, 
« which he forbade in à peremptory . 
manner; and, without giving any reg- 
© ſon for his diſguſt, declared that for the 
future he would ſuffer no ſtranger to 


© 


come within his doors. 


Marcos advertiſed nie of this decla- J 
kation, which was particularly intend- 


ed for me, and mortified me not a lit- 


« ſorry to forego. Nevertheleſs, that 1 
« may act the faithful hiſtorian, I will 


« Mergellina, whoſe ſentiments were 


*« you alone Texpett aſſiſtance; fall upon 
„ ſome method, I beg of von, to 
„ bring Diego and me together in pri- 
% vate.“ ' What do you aſk'?? * cried. 


the old man in a rage; I have been 
already but too complaifant, and will 
not undertake, by gratifying | 


your 
e ſilly paſſion, to diſhonour my * 
* ruin your reputation, and entail infa- 
© my upon myſelf. I, who tavealways 
©« maintained the character of an irre- 


* quit your family, than ſerve you in 
e ſuch .a ſhameful manner. Ah, 
„Marcos!“ cried the lady; interrupt- 
ing him, and frightened at his laſt 
words, you pierce my very heart 


*© now, after having reduced me to this 
condition! Give me back my forme 


« tion you have deprived me of! Why 
do I not ſtill poſſeſs theſe happy defects, 


« which would have preſerved my tran- 


« quillity 1- whereas, your indiſereet re- 
«« monſtrances have robbed me of the 
te repoſe J enjoyed] you have corrupt- 
„ed my morals, by endeavouring to 
correct them. But what do I ſay,“ 


do I reproach you unjuſtly! No, my 
father ; you are not the author of my 
„ mis fortune, which cruel fate alone 
«« decrees! don't therefore take notice, 
, conjure. you, of the extravagant diſ- 
'« courſe that eſcapes me! Alas! my 
ec paſſion diſorders my underſtanding! 
« have pity on my: weakneſs! you are 
«© all my comfort; and if you have any 


* 


„ alliſtance.“ | 


in ſuch a manner that ſhe could not go. 
© on; ſhe covered her face with her hand- 


chair, like a perſon ſinking under af- 
-* fiction. Old Marcos, Ho was per- 


© lived, could not refiſt ſuch à moving 
flight, which affefted him ſo much, 


*thoſe of his miſtreſs, and ſaid, with 
an air of tenderneſs, © Ah, Madam, 
© how bewitching you are! I am not 
„proof againſt your forrow !- my virtue 
is vanquiſhed, and I promiſe you my 


b afliſtance. I am not ſurprized that 


„love has been able to make you for- 


4e EP duty, when pity alone has 
e 
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vered me from mine.“ According- 


« My dear 


* 


ly the uſher, in ſpite of his irreproach- 
* able conduct, devoted himſelf very 


* obligingly - 


% 


% proachable domeſtick i 1 will rathef 


hen you talk of leaving me Cruel 
ec man! are you going. to forſake me. 


< pride, and that ſavageneſs of diſpoſi- 


added the, „ wretch that I am! why 


regard for my life, do not refuſe your 


At theſe words, her tears redoubling 
« kerchief, and threw herſeff upon a 
© haps the beſt ſoul of an uther that ever 


that he eben | mingled his tears with 
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5 «ab gag to bo paGoa of Mergellina; 
and having come one morning to in- 
„form me of what had happened, told 
1 that he had already concerted a 

an for procuring a ſeeret interview 
| m— the lady and me. This re. 
| avian my hope ; but in leſs than 
two hours after, I 1 received a piece of 
1 very bad news. A journeyman apo. 
S thecary in the neighbourhood, ane of 
dur cuſtomers, came in to be ſhaved, 
© and while I prepared the lather, aid, 
„ Signior- Diego, what is the matter 
« with your old friend, the old ſquire, 
& Marcos de Obregon? Do you know |: 
that he is going to leave Dr. Oloro- 
0 ſo?!” Upon my anſwering in the ne- 
© gative, he reſumed, 4 It is certainly 
« true: he is to be diſmiſſed this: very 
day. His maſter and mine have been 
e juſt talking on that ſubject While I | 
«© was by ; and to the beſt of my remem- 
* brance, their converſation was thus: 
* Signior Apuntador,“ ſaid the phyſi- 
© cian, I have a favour to aſk: being. 
0 diſſatisfied with an old uſher Who has 
«<-ſerved me {ome time, I want to put 
% my wife under the direction of a faith 
„ful, ſevere, and vigilant duenna.” — 
„ L underſtand you,” ſaid my maſter, | 
© interrupting him, © you have occaſion / 
for Dame Melancia, who was my wife's 
* governante, and has lived in the fami- 
ly theſe. ſix weeks that I have been a 
„ widower: though ſhe is very uſeful to 
«© me in houſe-Keeping, I yield her to 
„you, on account of my concern for 
.«« your honour, © You may depend upon 
her for the fafety of your forehead ; 
« ſhe is a jewel of aduenna®, anda. very 
* dragon to guard the chaſtity of tne ' 
« female ſex: during the whole term of 
« twelve years that ſhe' was with my 
„wife, who, you know, was both young 
and handſome, I never ſaw ſo: mach” 
as the ſhadow of a gallant in my.houfe. 
% No, faith! it was no place for them to 
play pranks in; and, let me tell yon, 
© the defunct, in the beginning, had a 
. «© ſtrong: propenſiiy to coquetry ; but 
« Dame Melancia ſoon” reclaimed, and 
e jaſpired her with a taſte of virtue, In 
« word, ſhe is a treaſure, and you will 
_ «© thank me more than once for the pre- 
«*« fent I make of her. The Doctor was 
i rejoiced at this encomium; and Sig- 
„ nior Apuntador and he are agreed, 
e that the duenna ſhall this very day fill 
«© the place ot the olduſher.? ““ 
2 684 Tarr of news, SR 1 heliev- 
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ih ed. and w: Was certainly trie, ard! 
© the ideas of pleaſure with which I 
* begun again to..regale- myſeli; mw. 


Marcos, in the afternoon, confounded 


them effectually, by confirming the 


« report of the journeyman- apot hecary. 
T My dear Diego, ſaid the honeſt uſber, © 


c diſmiſſed me; a circumſtance that 
e ſpares me a great deal of trouble: for 
I not only found myſelf engaged. 1 in a 
„ bad employment, but likewiſe under 
« a neceſſity of contriving tricks and 
« ſtratagems to bring Mergellina and 
« you together in private. What 2 di- 
«lemma had L brought myſelf, iptos! 
4% Thank Heaven, I am freed 3 
t troubleſome cares, and the dangers 
ee that attend them for your part, my 

6 fon, you ought to conſole yourſelf = 
« the loſs of a few ſweet moments, which 
*© might have been followed by numben- 
Jeſs ſorrows. U reliſned the re fleo- 
tion of Marcos, becauſe I. no longer 
had any hopes, and thought no mene 
© of the affair. I confeſs, I Was not one 
© of thoſe ſtubborn loyers, who are ani- 
mated by ihe obſtacles in their way; 


but had, I been ſuch as one, Dame 
Melancia was enough to make me quit 


my purſuit for the character I had 
heard of chat duenna, ſeemed capable 


vertheleſs, in whatever colours ſhe had 
been painted to me, I learned, two ar 
three days after, that the Doctor s wife 
© had either lulled this Argus, or cat- 
rupted her fidelity. As I went out to 
* ſhave one of our neighbours, a decent 
© old woman itapping-me in the, ſtreet, 
* aſked if my name was not Diego 
Fuenta: when I anſwered, 

« Well, then,“ 
«« «perſon I want, 


0 2 
ſaid ſhe, i the 
Come this night, to 


ſome ſignal oy which you may'be known 
„and admitted into the, houſe.” — 
© Very well,” ſaid I to her, we. muſt 
4 firſt agree upon the fignal. I can 
«© mimic a cat charmingly, and will mew 
% ſeveral times.” —* That's, enough,“ 
5 replied this ſhe Mercury; „ will re- 
„% port your anſwer. Your ſervant, Sig- 
e nior Diego. 
% handſame you are! By St. Agnes, if 
E I were but fifteen years old, IN οννid 
„ not chuſe to engage you, for others l“ 
80 ſaying, be dee deen de- 


% part 
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* of driving any gallant to deſpair. Ne- 
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Heaven bleſs.you! q. 


on may ul think. that 1 w_ A. ; 


© I am very glad that Dr. Oloroſo has 


— 


onna Mergellina's door, and make | 


e 8 ——— 


$0. 


6 ſoon as I found myſelf alone with her) 


© onſly agitated by this meſſage. Adieu 
© the reflection of Marcos! I expected 

night with the utmoſt impatience; and 
when 1 thought Dr. Oloroſo might be 
© aſleep, went to her door, where I mew- 
"ed ſo loud, as to be heard at a good 
" © diſtance, and did great honour to the 


© maſter who taught me ſuch a polite art. 


© it again in the ſame manner; and we 


© was the occaſion of her emotion, while 


mine partook a little of fear. My 
< princeſs in vain aſſured me, that we 
© had nothing to dread on account of her 


< huſband : I was ſeized with a fir of 
© ſhivering that diſturbed my joy. 
« Madam,” faid I to her, „ how have 
«© you been able todeceive the vigilance 
4 Of your governante? After what I had 
4 heard of Dame Melancia, I did not 
4 think it poſſible for you to find means 
. to let me hear from you, much leſs to 
4 give me a perſonal interview.“ Don- 
« na Mergellina, ſmilingat my diſcourſe, 
-< anſwered, © You will ceaſe to be ſur- 
% prized at the private opportunity we 
4% now enjoy, after I have told you what 
« paſſed between my duenna and me. 
.«« When ſhe came firſt into the family, 
«© my huſband loaded her with civilities, 


4 and faid to me, Mergellina, I com- 


«© mit you to the care of this diſcreet gen- 


4 tlewoman, who is a ſummary of all the 


« virtues; a mirror which 24 ee 
% ways have before your eyes, for ydur 
improvement in wiſdom. This ad- 
4% mirable perſon governed ary apothe- 


4% cary's wite (a friend of mine) twelve 


4 years, and that in ſuch an uncommon 


„ manner, that- ſhe became a kind of 


, ſaint under her inſtruction.“ 
«This encomium, which the ſevere 


« look of Dame Melancia did not belye, ; 
4, coſt me a world of tears, and threw 


« me into deſpair. I repreſented to my- 


4 ſelf the lectures I muſt hear from 


«© morn to night, and the rebukes I muſt 
« every day undergo. In ſhort, l ex- 


4% in the world; and thinking it need- 


44 Jeſs for me to be on the reſerve, in 


«ſuch a cruel ſtate of expectation, I ſaid 
«© to my duenna, with a reſolute air, (as 


þ 


In a moment, Mergellina having open- 
ed the door ſoftly, and let me in, ſhut. 


© went together into the hall where our 
© laſt concert was held, and which was 
© lighted by a ſmall lamp that glimmer- 
« ed in the chimney : we fat down cloſe | 
hy one another, for the benefit of con- 
* verſing more at our eaſe, and were 
© beth very much affefted; with this 
difference, however, that pleaſure alone 


4 pected to be the moſt unhappy woman | 


„to deceive it.“ 


"uy — 


«Yow'are doubtleſs prepari ng a great 


e many ſufferings for me; but I think 


ce proper to advertiſe you before hand, 
„that 1 have not a great deal of pa- 


*« tience; and that Iwill endeavour to 


„ give you as many mortifications as I 


„can: in the mean time, I declare that 
© my heart entertains a paſſion which all 
«© your remonſtrances ſhall not impair; 


* fo that you may take your meaſures 
* accordingly, and redouble your rig 


«lance; for I confeſs I will ſpare nothing 

At theſe words, the 
« grim-faced duenna (who I imagined 
«was about to give me a ſample of her 
& office) cleared up her auſtere counte- 
* nance, and ſaid, with a ſmiling air, 
„ am charmed wit your humour, 
« your frankneſs encourages mine, and 
© 1 fee we are deſigned for one another. 


% Ah, my fair Mergellina! how little 
„are you acquainted with me, when 


you judge by the character your ſpouſe 
ce the doctor gives me, and by this four 
c aſpect I aſſume! I am ſo far from be- 
e ing an enemy to pleaſure, that my ſole 


© motive for hiring myſelf as the mini- 


© ſter of jealous huſbands is, that I may 
« the more effectually ſerve their hand- 
«© ſome wives. I have long poſſeſſed 
the great myſtery of diſguiſing myſelf; 
„and I may call myſelf doubly happy, 
« becauſe I enjoy the convenience of 25 
« and the reputation of virtue at the 
„ {ame time. 


© virtue itſelf is too difficult to be ac- 
* quired ; and therefore people are ſa- 
„ tisfied with poſſeſſing the appearance 
«of it? | | 


Leave your conduct to my direc- 


4 tion,“ added the governante; ** and 
4 I warrant you, we will ſoon impoſe 


« npon old Dr. Oloroſo, who, by my 


„ troth, ſhall ſoon ſhare the fate of Sig- 
„% nior Apuntador; for I don't ſee why 


the forehead of a phyſician ſhould be 


more reſpectedthan that of an apothe- 


'*©.cary. Poor Apuntador | how many 
tricks his wife and I have played him! 
She was a lovely creature! a good-hu- 
„ moured ſoul, Heaven reſt it! I can 
H affure you, ſhe made a good ule of her 
youth, and did not want abundance of 


„ adnitrers, whom I introduced to the 


«houſe without ever being diſcovered _ 
by her huſband : look upon me, there- 
© fore, Madam, with a more favourable _ 


eye, and be perſuaded, that whatever 
your ſervice, you will loſe nothing by 
* the change, and perhaps find me ti]l 
«© more uſeful than he was. rig 


I leave 


* 


Between you and me, this 
* js the ſcope of mankind in general: 


talent the old ſquire might have for 
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1 leave you. to judge, Diego, 


« thought myſelf obliged to the du- 
« enna, for this frank declaration; for 
% L looked upon her as a perſon of the 


e moſt auſtere virtue; ſo apt are people 


5 to be deceived in Women. Her ſin- 
4 cerity gained my heart in a moment: 


« ] embraced her in a tranſport of joy, | 


« that convinced her how much I was 
% charmed with my lot, in having her 
« for a governante; and afterwards 
« freely imparted my ſentiments to her, | 
« and begged that the would, without 
« loſs of time, contrive a private meet- 


ing with you; which ſhe has not fail- 


«ed to procure. This very morning 
« the ſet at work that old woman WhO 
44 ſpoke to you, and who is an agent 
4% whom ſhe often employed for the apo- 
« thecary's wife. But the moſt plea- 


, fant part of this adventure,” added 


< ſhe, laughing, is, that Melancia, un- 
« gerſtanding.,from me, that my huſ- 


% band commonly fleeps found, has 
gone to bed to him, and this very 
„ minate- ſupplies my place.“ “? So 


% much the worſe, Madam,” ſaid I to 


_ © Mefgellina, © I cannot approve of this 
„invention; your huſband may wake, 
£6 and perceive the cheat.“ “He can- |. 


© not perceive it, anſwered ſhe, with 
« ſome precipitation; don't be uneaſy 
on that ſcore; nor let a groundleſs 
, panick poiſon the delight you ought 
© to enjoy with a young lady who has 
« a regard for you.“ 5 | 
The old doctor's wife obſerving that 
© I was ſtill diſmayed, notwithſtanding 
© her aſſurance, did every thing in her 
power to encourage me; and practiſed 
* ſo many different endeavours for that 
< purpoſe, that ſhe ſucceeded at laſt, and 
© I reſolved to profit by the occaſion ; 
© but juſt as Cupid, attended by the 
* ſports and ſmiles, was about to crown 
my happineſs, we were *ſtoniſhed by 
© a loud rap at the ſtreet- door. Imme- 
«© diately love and his train took wing, 
© like a flock ot fearfyl birds, diſperled 


© Þy ſudden noiſe! Mergellina concealed: | 


© me ina hurry under a table that was in 


t the hall; then blowing out the lamp, 
das it had been agreed upon between | 

her governante and her, in caſe ſuch 

6a croſs accident thould happen, ſhe |. 


« went to the chamber where her hut- 


band was a-bed. In the; mean time, 
the whole houſe rung with.the repeat- 


* ediknocks that were thundered at the 


1 door; and the doctor, ſtarting out of 
his ſleep, called Melancia. The du- 


« eana, jumping out of bed, (although 


1 o i 
4. : 
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the doctor, who miſtook her for his 
* wite, bid her lyeAtill) joined her miſ- 
* treſs in the. dark; who, feeling her, 


called Melancia alſo, and bid her go 


and ſee who knocked at the doors - ' 
% Madam,” anſwered the governante, . 
Jam here. Go to bed again, if ou 
„ pleaſe, and I will go and fee what is 
the matter.“ Mean while Mergellina, 


© having undreſſed, flipped into bed to 
q the doctor, who had not the leaſt ſuſ. 
© picion-of the trick. It is true, indeed, 


© this ſcene was performed in the dar 
© by two actreſſes, one of whom was 


©matchlefſs in her way, and the other 
an admirable proficient. 
The duenna, wrapped in a robe de 


chambre, appearing ſoon after with a 5 


* candle in her hand, fajd to her maſter, 
“ Signior Doctor, be ſo good as to riſe 1 
* the bookſeller, Fernandez de Buen- 
«« dia, our neighbour, has fallen into 
© an apoplexy, and you are deſired to 
$ oo with all. haſte to his aſſiſtance.” 
© The phylician dreſſed himſeif as ſoon 
© as he could, and went away; white his 
* wifey in a looſe gown, me along with 


© the duenna into the hall where 1 was, 


© and drawing me from under the table, 
© more dead than alive, © You have no- 
„ thing to fear, Diego,“ ſaid ſhe; „re- 
« collect yourſelf.” Then, in a few 
words, the told me what had happen» 


ed, and wanted to renew the convery 


* ſation which had been interrupted; 


but this tlie governante oppoſed, ſay- _ 
© ing, © Madam, perhaps your. huſband ' 


<« will tind the bookſeller dead, and re- 


turn immediately. Beſides,” added 


© ſhe, , perceiving me benumbed with 
fear, „what would you do with this 
% poor lad? he is in no condition ts 
© maintain the conference, which you 
«© had better defer till to- morrow.?? 
Donna Mergellina conſented to this 
« propoſal, not without regret ;. ſo well 


did ſhe love the pr-fent time: and I | 


© believe the was very uch mortified, 


that ſhe could not then beſtow upon 


© the doctor the new cap the had de- 
« {tined for him. | 20 

As for my own. part, leſs ſorry för 
© having been baulked of love's maſt 
precious favours, than glad to be our 


f 


© of danger, I went back to my maſter's . 


* houle, where, I ſpent the night in re- 
« flecting. upon my adventure. 


ing as bad an opinion of the ſecond 
© enterprize as of the firſt ; but the de- 


vil, who is always laying cloſe ſiege 


to us, or rather, on ſuch occaſions, 


takes 


1 hei. 
* tated- ſome time about going to the 
place of rendezvous next night, hav- 
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© threw it at me with his whole ſtrength, 


* 


'© ficient to give me a diſguſt at gallan- 
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they colt, that I ſhall paſs them over in 


it brought us as far as Ponte de Duera. | 
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takes poſſeſſion of our faculties, ſug- 
« gefted, that I ſhould be a great booby 
*to {top ſhort in the middle of fuch a 
* delightful journey; repreſenting to my 
fancy Mergellina adorned with new 
* charms, and heightened the value ot 
the pleaſures that awaited me: ſo that 
I reſolved to purſue my point; and, 
« flattering myſelf with the hope of be- 
© having with more courage than be- 
* fore, I repaired, in this diſpoſition, to 
© the doctor's door, between eleven and 
© twelve next night, which was ſo dark, 
that not one ſtar appeared in the fir- 
* mament. I mewed two or three times, 
© to give notice that I was in the ſtreet ; 
and nobody coming to the door, I not 
only repeated the ſignal, but alſo mi- 
© micked all the different expreſſions of 
*a cat, which a ſhepherd of Olmedo 
© had taught me; and acquitted myſelf 
© fo well, that a neighbour, going home, 
and miltaking me for one of thoſe ani- 
© mals whoſe notes I imitated, took up 
* a flint ſtone he found at his feet, and 


* crying, © Curſe on the caterwauler!“ 
J received the blow upon my head, 
* which ſtunned me fo much, that I had 
© well nigh tumbled backwards. I felt 
4 myſelf wounded; a circumſtance fuf- 


* try; and luling my love with my 

* blood, returned to our houſe, where I 

* alarmed and raiſed the whole family. 

My maſter examined and dreffed my 

wound, which he thonght dangerous; 
* but it was attended with no bad con- 

© ſequence, and in three weeks diſap- 

© peared. During all that time, I heard 

© not one ſyllable about Meryellina.; 

and it is not unlikely that Dame Me- 

© lancia, in order to detach her from 

© me, introduced her to ſome better ac- 

* quaintance. But this gave me no con- 

*cern: for as foon as I found myſelf 
perfectly cured, I left Madrid, in or- 

der to perform my tour of Spain.“ 


e HAP. VIII. 


6 Blas and his companion come up with a 
man whom they perceive ſoaking cruſts of 
bread in a ſpring; and enter into conver - 
fation with him. | ; 
NYT GNIOR Diego de la Fuenta re- 
counted a good many more adven- 


tures that had happened to him; but, 
in my opinion, fo little worth the breath 


filence; though I was 8 to hear 
the recital, which was ſo tedious, that 
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In this village we ſtaid- the remaining 


part of the day; and, at the inn where 


we lodged, ordered for ſupper a diff o 


ſpecies of which we were at great pains 
to prove before-hand.” On the mor- 
row, at break of day, we purſued: our 
journey, after having repleniſhed our 


Vottle with pretty good wine, and fur- 


niſhed our knapſack with ſome ſlices of 
bread, and the half of the hare which 
remained from our ſupper. | 
When we had gone about two leagues, 
we began to be hungry; and perceiving 
feveral large trees, which formed an 


agreeable ſhade in the fields, about Woo 


hundred paces from the highway, we 
went thither to make a halt, and found 
a man, ſeven or eight and twenty years 
old, ſoaking fome cruſts in a fountain. 


A long ſword lay by him on the graſs, 
with an haverſack, of which he had un- . 


3 very top parts, and among 


loaded his ſhoulders; and, though he 
was poorly cloathed, he diſcovered a 
good ſhape and mien. We accoſted him 


in a civil manner; upon waich he ſalu- 


ted us with great complaiſance, and 
preſenting his cruſts, aſked with a ſmile, 
if we would be of his meſs: we anſwer. 
ed, yes, provided he would give us leave 
to improve the repaſt, by joining our 
breakfaſt with his. He freely conſent- 
ing, we immediately produced our vic- 
tuals, which afforded no unpleaſing view 
to the ſtranger, who' cried, in a tran- 
ſport of joy, © How, gentlemen! egad, 


I fee you are provident people; for 


cabbage · ſoup, and a roafted hare, the 


* 


0 


* there's ſtore of munition for the belly _ 


* my own part, 1 ſeldom travel ſo well 


provided, but depend a good deal upon 
* chance. Notwithſtanding my preſent 
© ſituation, however, I may ſay without 
*« vanity that I ſometimes make a pretty 
© brilliant appearance. You muſt know, 
that I am uſually treated Bke a prince, 
and have guards in my train. — I 


* underſtand you,” ſaid Diego; * you . 


© would intimate that you are a player?“ 


— You have hit it,” replied the other; 
© I have acted theſe fifteen years at leaſt ; 
for I performed ſome ſmall parts while 


© 1 was yet a child.“ To be plain with | 


you,“ ſaid the barber, ſhaking his head, 
I can ſcarce believe what you ſay. -I 
* know what ſort of people the come- 
* dians are; theſe gentlemen don't tra- 


vel a foot, and dine with St. Anthony, 


— 


15 


N 


das you do; therefore 1 cannot help - 


thinking that you are no more than a 


candle ſnuffer. . You may think of 
* me as you pleaſe,“ replied the ſtage - 
player; but I affirm, that 1 act the 
the reſt, 

© that 


| | — If that be the 
* caſe,” faid my comrade, I congratu- 
late yon upon it; and am very proud 
„at Signior- Gil Blas and I have the 


n bondour to break faſt with a perſon of 


© ſuch importance. 
We then began to-gnaw- our cruſts, | 
and the precious remains of the hare, 
beſtowing ſuch: rute embraces on the 
bortle, that it was empty in a very ſhort 
time 5 and being fo buſy with what we 
were abbut, that we ſcarce ſpoke one 
word during the repaſt; which being 
ended, the converſation was thus re- 
ſumed. I am falprized, ſaid the bars 
ber to the player, to ſee you in ſuch 
© indifterent circumſtances: fora [trge. 
hero, methinks you no very needy 
appearance; you'll pardon, my free- 
$ Ates Yo . P cried the ac- 
tor, ah] truly, you are. little acquaint- 
ed with Melchior Zapata. Thank 
»Hkaven, I am not at all exceptious ! 
you do me a pleaſure, in ſpeaking ſo 
# frankly; for I myſelf love to tell my 
© mind without reſerve. I 'Gncerely | 
© own am not rich. — Look, added 
He, ſhewing that his deublet was lined | 
with play-bills, „this is the ſtuff that 
* tiſually ſerves me for lining; und if 
you have any curioſity to ſee my ward- 
« robe, it ſhalt be fortlwith gratified.” 
At*the ſame time he took out of his 
knapſack an old ſuit laced with tinſel, 
a ſorry hat with ſome old phames of 


: 


feathers, a pair of ſilk ſtockings full of 


Holes; and red buſkins very much worn. 
© You ſee,* ſaid he, IL am tolerably 
poor. That's what ſurprizes me, 
replied Diego. 80 you have neither 
wife nor daughter?“ “ I have a wife, 
young and handſome,” ſaid Zapata; 
yet l am never a bit the better for it; 
o wonderfully capricious is my fate. 
<< | married a beautiful actreſs, in hopes 
- * that ſhe would not let me ſtarve; and 
eunfortanately for me, ſhe is incorrup- 
© tibly ehaſte. Who the devil would not 
have been deceived as I was? there 
happened to be one virtuous woman 
„among the ſtrollers, ald ſhe muſt fall 
to my lot =" Truly, you have had 
bad luck,“ ſaid the barber; but Why 
© did you not marry an actreſs of the 
© king's company at Madrid, in which 
caſe you could not have been diſap- 
pointed ?“ 1 grant it,“ replied tlie 
player; but a plague upon it!] a little 
country ſtroller dares not afpire to 
- ©thoſe famous heroines; that is as much 
as an actor of the prince's company 
can do; ſome of whom are even oblig- 


them, the city is well ſtored, and they 

© inferior to thoſe princeſſes wh were 
© brought up behind the ſcenes.? 

Have you never endeavoured,” faid 
my companion to him, *to be introd 


into that conipany? Muſt one have 


infinite merit to be admitted into it ? 
© merry with your infinite merit. It is 


characters in town, and you will hear 
them finely handled. More than one 
© half deſerve to carry the *knapfack 


matter to be received among them. 
One muſt-have money, or powerful 
* friends, to ſupply the want of taleats. 
This F ought to know, fince Fam jaſt 


L de- 


© in a helliſh" manner, nah 


© ſerved to be applauded to 


*ture an hundred times; and more. 
© over, in my declamation, clapped my 
© clenched fiſt ro my princels's nofe. 


* of the great actors in vogue; and yet 
the fame audience that relifhed this 
© behaviour in them, conld not endure 
it in me: You'ſee the force cf preju- 
dice! Wherefore, finding myſelf in- 


© having nothing to ſecure my reception 
"in defiance of the town, 1 am going 
© buck to Zamora, where I hall rejoin 
« my wife and comrades, h ate not 
in the moſt flouriſhing circumſtances. 


© often light on yoke-fellows not a whit 


* compoſed of twenty actors: aſl their 


still; but, for all that, it is no eafp-- 


come from making a trial at Madrid, 
© where I have been hoaed and hiſſed 


© for I roared, ranted, burleſqued Na- 


© In a word, I per formed in the 'taſte 


capable of pleaſing on that ſtage, and 


Good replied Melchior, you'are _ 


* # 


God grant that we may not be obliged oy 


to beg our way to the next town't a 


* mi fortune which has already happen. 


ed to us more than onde.“ 
With theſe words, this prince of the 
drama fprung up, ſhuuldered his knap- 


(ack, girded on his ſword, and, at part- 
ing, pronounced with a theatrical air, 


Gentlemen, adieu! may the gods ex- 


© return to Zamora, behold your wife's 
condition and temper changed.“ Sig- 
nior Zapata no ſooner ſhewed his heels, 
than he began to rehearſe as he walked, 
and immediately the barber and 1 hiſſed, 


to put him in mind of his trial: the 


noiſe reaching his ears, he thought he 
ſtill heard the catcalls of Madrid; upon 
which de looked back, and perceiving 
that ve made merry at his expence, fur 
krom being incenſed at our buffoohery, 


3 . 


8 2 


ed do mateh in theicity. Luckily for 


— 


took all in good part, and continued bes 
-noiſe, burlting into fits r 


— 


4 


„ hauſt their bounties on you!. And 
© you,” replied Diego, may you, at your _ 
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the high road, purſued our journey. 
The condition in which Diego 3 his fa- 
_ efter which, Gil Blas bids him furewel. 


yi ſlept that night between 
| Moyados and Valpueſta, in a little 
village whoſe name I have forget, we 
arrived next day, about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, in the plain of Olme- 
o. Signior Gil Blas,” ſaid my com- 
rade, there is the place of my nativity, 
which I cannot behold again without 


_ © country.*—Signior Diego,” anſwered 
I, one who expreſſes ſuch regard for 
* his native country, might, I think, 
have ſpoke of it a little more advan- 


me it was only a village. 


of a market-town.'—* I beg it's par- 
don, ' replied the barber ; but I muſt 
' © own, that after having ſeen Madrid, 
Toledo, Saragoſſa, and all the great 
| * cities I touched at in making my tour 
of Spain, I look upon the {mall ones 
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plain, we thought we obſerved a great 
concourſe of people near Olmedo, and 
when we were near enough to diſcern 
objects, we found ſomething to attract 
our attention. | 


EF  clothon long tables, placed undet the 
tents; ſome filled earthen pitchers with 
wine; others made their pots boil, and 
8 others again turned fpits that were loaded 
Y with all ſorts of meat: but what I conſi- 
| dered more attentively than all the reſt, 

was a great ſtage, raiſed and adorned 

with decorations of painted paper of 

different colours, and garniſhed with 
| Greek and Latin devices. The barber 
7m no ſooner perceived the inſcriptions, 


the bulineſs: for, between you and 


* ſation, which is not agreeable to every 
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 mily; and an account of the rejoiangs 


* tranſport ; ſo natural it is to love one's 


* tageouſly than you have done: Ol- 
s medo ſeems to be a city, and you told 
It ought, at 

« leaſt, to be dignified with the epithet. 


© as viliages.* As we advanced into the 


There were three tents pitched at a, 
ſmall diſtance from one another, and 
hard by a great number of cooks and 
ſcullions preparing a feaſt: ſome laid 


than he ſaid, * All theſe Greek mottoes 
* favour ſtrongly of my uncle Thomas, 
© who, I'Il hold a wager, has a hand in 


© me, he is a learned man, and has a 
pour, of college-books by heart: his 
-* greateſt tault is, that he inceſſantly. 
quotes paſſages from them in conver- 


.* alcaldes.. Connubio f 


body. Belides,' added he, my uncle 0 


| the way. We returned his mirth with | has tranſlated a good many Greck and 
3 all our might; and, getting back into | © Latin authors, and is quite maſter of 


* the ancients, as one may ſee. by. the 
© learned remarks which he has made: 


Chad it not been for him, we ſhould 


© never have known, that in the city 
© of Athens children cried when they 


© were flogged; we owe that diſcovery 


© to his profound erudition ! 
After my comrade and I had ob- 

ſerved all thoſe things which I have 

mentioned, we were curious to know 


the cauſe of ſuch preparations, and 


went forward to enquire, when Diego 
recognized in the director of the feaſt, 
Signior Thomas de la Fuenta, whom he. 
accoſted with great eagerneſs. The 
ſchool- maſter did not, at firſt, know - 
the young barber; fo much was he al- 
tered during an abſence of ten years: 
but recollecting him at laſt, he embraced 
him affectionately, ſaying, '* What! do 
] ſee thee.re1urned to the toyn where 
« thou firſt ſaw'ſt the light? Thou art 


© come to -revilit_thy houſhold gods: 


© and Heaven reſtores | thee ſafe . and 
* ſound to thy kindred! O day, thrice 
and four times happy ! O day, worthy 
© to be marked with a white ſtonel A 
world of changes have happened, my 


friend, purſued: he; thy uncle Pedro 


* the poet, has fallen a victim to Pinto, 
© having died three months ago. That 
© miſer, while alive, was afraid of want- 
ing the neceſſaries of life, Argenti pal- 
« lebat amore for though he received 
© large penſions from ſeveral grandees, 
© he did not ſpend ten piſtoles a year for 


| © his ſubſiſtence, and was even ſerved 
by a valet whom he did not maintain. 


© That fool, more ſenſeleſs than the 
« Grecian Ariſtippus, who ordered his 


* flaves to throw away, in the deſarts of 
© Africk, the riches they carried, as a 


burden that incommoded them in their 
© march ;—he, I ſay,. heaped up. all the 
gold and filver he could ſcrape. toge- 
* ther; and for whom? for thoſe very 


*© heirs he would not ſo much as ſee., He 


died worth thirty thouſand, ducats, 
* which thy father, thy uncle Bertrand, 


and I, have equally ſhared among us: 


« ſo that we are able to ſettle our chil- 
« dren to our heart's deſire, My bro- 


* ther Nicolas has already diſpoſed of | 


thy ſiſter Tereſa, whom he has given 

in marriage to the ſon of one of our 
* umgue dicavit, Theſe nuptials, per- 
* formed under the moſt happy auſpices, 


© we have celebrated theſe two days with 


* ſuch preparation; three tents bein 
* pitched in the plain, one for each o 
| 2 a ö 1 the 


unxit ſlabili, propri- 


\ 


- © the three heirs of Pedro, who, in their 


© turns, bear the expence of the day. 


- ©] wiſh thou hadſt arrived ſooner, to 
* © have ſeen the beginning of our re- 
The day before yeſterday, 


« joicings. 
*when they were married, thy father 
© paveaſumptuou$entertainment, which 
© was followed by a courle at the ring: 
© thy uncle, the mercer, treated yeſter- 
* day, and regaled us with a paſtoral 
© feaſt; ten of the genteeleſt youths, 


land as many handſome maidens, were 


© dreſſed like ſhepherds, all the rib- 
© bands and points in his ſhop being em- 
© ployed to adorn them. This gay 


© company performed ſeveral dances, 


© and ſung a thouſand light and tender 


© catches: nevertheleſs, tho? nothing 


£ was ever more gallant, the ſpectators 
© did not ſeem to reliſh it, which ſhews 
© that paſtoral is quite out of date. 
To- day,“ added he, every thing is 
to be at my coſt; and I will exhibit 
© to the inhabitants of Olmedo a ſhew 
© of my own invention. Finzs coronabit 
© opus. I have ordered a theatre to be 
* raiſed, on which (God willing) I will 
© make my ſcholars repreſent a piece of 
* my own compoſing, intitied, The Di- 
« verſions of Muley Bugentuff, King of 
Morocco. It will be extremely wel! 


 * ated, becauſe I have ſcholars who 


© declaim like the players of Madrid: 


. GIL BLAS OF. SANTILLANE: 


they are the ſons of faſhionable people 


© living at Pennafiel and Segovia, who 
© are boarded with me, and are become 
© excellent actors under my inſtruction. 


Their performance will appear to be 


© ofa-malterly ſtamp, ut ita dicam. With 
© regard to the piece, I ſhall ſay nothing, 


\ © that thou mayeſt enjoy the pleaſure of 
« ſurprize; but only obſerve, that it muſt. 


© tranſport the ſpectators: for it is one 
© of thoſe tragick ſubjets which wake 
* the ſoul by the images of death they 
© preſent to the view.—I am of Ari- 
* {totle's opinion, that the chief end of 
© tragedy is to raiſe terror. Oh! if I 
© had attached myſelf to the drama, 


41 would have introduced none but 


« bloody-minded princes, and heroick 
aſſaſſins on the ſcene, and would have 
© bathed myſelf in gore: and in my 


* tragedies, not only the principal per- 


uards ſhould 


« ſons, but even their 


© have periſhed.\ I would have mur- 


< dered them all, to the very prompter. 


© In a word, my taſte is horror; and we 
_ © ſee that ſuch poems captivate the mul- 


© titude, ſupport the luxury of the play- 


© ers, and enable the author to live at 


4 his eaſe.” _. Ys 
Juſt as he had done ſpeaking, we ſaw 
VVV 
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coming out of the village into the plain 


a great concourſe of men and women. 


Theſe were no other than the news 
married couple, accompanied by their 
relations and friends, and preceded by 
ten or twelve. muſicians, who. playing 
all together, performed a moſt thunder- 


ing concert. We went up to meet 


them, and Diego made himſelf known; 
upon which, the whole aſſembly broke- 
out into ſhouts of joy, and every one 
was eager to embrace him ;'ſo that he 
was ſufficiently employed in receiving 
their expreſſions of friendſhip- His 
whole family, as well as all who were 
preſent, having well .nigh ſmothered 
him with careſſes, his father ſaid to 
him, Welcome, Diego; thou findeſt 


thy. parents ſomewhat better'd in their 


* circumſtances, my child. I ſhall ſay 
© no more at preſent, but explain my- 
« ſelf more particularly by and by.“ 
Mean while the company, advancing 


into the plain, repaired zo the tents, and | 


ſat down at the tables that were cover- 
ed; and I and my companion, whom I 


— 


would not quit, dined with the bride- 


groom. and bride, who ſeemed to be 
very well matched. .The repaſt was 
retty long, becauſe the ſchoolmaſter 
ad the vanity to furniſh three courſes, 
in order to excel his brothers, who had 
not treated with ſo much magnificence. 
After the banquet, all the gueſts ex- 
preſſed impatience to ſee the repreſen - 


tation of Signior Thomas's piece; nat 


doubting (as they ſaid) that the pro- 
duction of ſuch a fine genius would an- 


ſwer their moſt ſanguine expectation. 


Accordingly, approaching the ſtage, be- 
fore which the muſicians had already 


taken their ſeats, in order to play be- 
tween the acts, every body, in the moſt 
profound filence, waited for the begin- 
ning. The actors appeared on the ſcene, 


— 


and the author, with his poem in his 


hand, ſat down on one ſide, to prompt 
them. 
he told us the piece was tragical; for, 
in the firſt act, the King of Morocco, 
by way of recreation, ſhot an hundred 
Mooriſh ſlaves with arrows: in the ſew 


cond, he beheaded thirty Portuguene 


It was not without reaſon that 


: 


6 


Y ole 


officers, whom one of his captains hag 


made priſoners of war; and in the third 


and laſt, this monarch, mad with his | 


wives, ſet fire with his own hand to a 
detached palace, in which they were 


ſhut op, and reduces them and it | 
aſhes. 5 he Mooriſh 31055 9 000 8 | 


the Portugueze officers, were figures af 


ozicg, very arthilly made; a 
lace, compoſed of paper, ſeem ” 
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a flame by an artificial fire-work. This 
conflagration, accompanied with a thou- 
ſand doleful ſhrieks, that feemed to 
iſſue from the midſt of the flames, con- 
cluded the piece, and cloſed the ſcene 
in a very diverting manner. The whole 
plain echoed with the applauſe that 
was given to ſuch a fine tragedy, which 


Jjuſtified the good taſte of the poet, and 


ſhewed he knew how to chuſe his ſub- 


I thought there was no more to be 
ſeen, after the diverſions of Muley Bu- 
gentuff; but I was miſtaken : for we 
were advertiſed of a new ſhew by the 
found of drums. and trumpets. This 
was a diſtribution of prizes : Thomas 
de la Fuenta, to make the feaſt more 


ſolemn, having ordered all his ſcholars : 
(as well thoſe who were boarded with 


Him as the reſt) to compoſe, and intend- 
ing to beſtow on thoſe who had ſuc- 
ceeded beſt, books bought at Segovia 
with his own cqin. Immediately, there- 
fore, two ſchool- forms were brought 
upon the ſtage, with a prefs full of little 


books handſomely bound; then all the 


actors returned upon the ſcene,” and 


ranged themſelves round Signior Tho- 
mas, who looked as big as the head 


maſter of a college, and held a paper 


in his hand, on which were written the 


names of thoſe who were to obtain the 


prizes: this he gave to the King of 


Morocco, who began to read it with a 


loud voice; andevery fcholar who was 
called, going in a reſpeEttul manner, re- 


ceived a book from the pedant, who was 


afterwards crowned with bays, and or- 
dered to ſit down on one of the benches, 
that he might be expoſed to the admi- 
ration of the crowd. Nevertheleſs, how 


deſirous ſoever the ſchoolmaſter was of 


ſending home the ſpectators ſatisfied, 
he could by no means effect it; becauſe 
having diſtributed almoſt all the prizes 
among his boarders, as the cuſtom is, 
the mothers of ſome of the reſt being 
preſent, were offended ; and openly 
accuſed the pedant of partiality, in ſuch 
a manner, that this entertainment, which 
had hitherto been fo glorious for him, 
had like to have ended in miſchief, like 
the feaſt of the Lapithæ. EY, | 


Ts 


BOOK III. 


PHAP 1. 


Ae arrival of Gil Blas at Madrid ; with 


an account of the ferft maſter he ſerved in 
that city. 


TT TAVING ſtaid ſome time with the 


4 1 young barber, I afterwards joined 
a merchant of Segovia, in his . way 
through Olmedo, with four mules, on 
which he had tranſported gouds to Val- 
ladolid, and was 'returning with them 
unloaded, We became acquainted on 


the road; and he conceived ſuch friend- 


ſhip for me, that he inſiſted upon my 
lodging at his houſe, when we arrived 
at Segovia. There he detained me two 
days ; and when I was ready to ſet out 
far Madrid, along with a carrier, he in- 
truſted me with a letter, which he de- 
fired I 'wonld in perfon deliver ac- 
cording to. direction, without telling 


me that it was a recommendation. 1 
did not fail to preſent it to Signior Mat- 


theo Melendez, a woollen-draper, who 


Jived near the Sun gate, at the corner 
of the Trunk-<maker”s Street; and he 
no ſooner opened it, and read the con- 
rents, than he ſaid, with a complaiſant 
alacio, g 


— 


air, Signior Gil Blas, Pedro 


E 5 : 


oo 


in your behalf, that 1 cannot difpe 


— 


© my correſpondent, writes ſo 7 
nie 
He 


with your lodging at my houſe. 

© moreoyer entreats me to find a place 
« for you; and I nndertake the office 
with pleaſure, being perſuaded that I 
* ſhall find no difficulty in procuring for 
© you a good ſettlement.? 

I accepted the offer of Melendez with 
fo much the more joy, as my finances 
were ſenfibly diminiſhed : but J did not 
live long at his expence; for in eight 
days he gave me to know, that he had 


recommended me to a gentleman of his 
acquaintance, who wanted a valet de 


chambre; and that, in all probability, 
I ſhould be preferred to the poſt. The 


gentleman coming in at that moment, 


« Signior,” ſaid Melendez, ſhewing me 
to him, © this is the young man I men- 
© tioned to you. 
* Nour and ſobriety, and I can anſwer 


for his good behaviour, as much as 


© for my own.“ The cavalier having 
looked at me attentively, ſaid he liked my 
countenance, and took me into his ſervice. 
He may follow me now,“ added he; 
* and Iwill inſtru& him in his duty.“ 


At theſe words, he bade the merchant 


good 


He is a youth of ho- 


: 
| 
i 
« 
ow 


, * 
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good morrow, and. conducting me into: that was new to me, and this gave me 
cs great ſtreet; juſt by St. Philip's. ſufficient employment. In the evenings 
Church, we entered a pretty good houſe, | after having ſupped at an eating-ho 
one wing of which he poſſeſſed; and þ not far from our lodging, I betook my 
going up five» or ſix ſteps of a ſtair, he | ſelf to the place whither my maſter had 
introduced me inte a chamber, ſecured ordered me to repair, and where he 
| Þy two ſtrong doors, which he opened; | himſelf arrived three quaxters of an hous 
and in the firſt, I perceived a ſmall win- | after me, ſeemingly well pleaſed with 
dow, grated with iron : through this | my punctuality. 


chamber we went into another; where 
there was a bed and other furniture, 
more calculated for convenience than 
ſne w. 

If my new maſter conſidered me at- 
tentively at the houſe of Melendez, 1 


examined him with great earneſtneſs in 


my turn. He was a man turned of fifty, 
ſeemed to be ſerious and reſerved, 
though good natured withal ; ſo that 1 

.conceived no bad opinion of him. He 


put ſeveral queſtions. to me about my 


family, and being ſatisfied with my an- 
ſwers, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, I believe 
£ thou art a ſenſible young fellow, and I 
«am very glad to have ſuch an one in 
© my. ſervice. As for thee, thou thalt 
© have no cauſe to complain; I will give 
© thee ſix rials a day, for victuals, cloaths, 
© wages and all; excluſive of ſome 4it- 
© tle perquiſites thou mayeſt enjoy, and 


© I amealily ſerved; for Lkeepno table, 


. © but always dine abroad. All that thou 
© haſt to do in a morning is, to clean my 
cloaths, and thou ſhalt be at thy own 
£ diſpoſal during the reſt of the day: 
© take care only to come back early in 
© the evening, and wait for me at the 
„ door. This is all I exact.* After 


having thus preſcribed my duty, he took 


out his purſe, and gave me ſix rials, as 
a beginning to fulfil articles; then going 
out, he locked the doors himſelt, and 
putting the keys in his pocket, Friend, 
ſaid he, don't follow me; go where 
you pleaſe ; but be ſure to be on the 
© ſtair, when I return in the evening.“ 
So ſaying, he left me to diſpoſe of my- 
{elf as I ſhould think proper. 


5 better maſter: what! to light on a 


© man who, tor bruſhing his cloaths, and 
_ helping him to dreſs: of -a morning, 
gives me ſix rials per day, with liberty 
'* to walk and take my diverſion, like a 
A ſcholar during the vacation ! Egad, 
S this is the happieſt. of all ſituations! 


his doors with great care; ſo we part» 
ed again for the remaining part of: the 


he opened the doors of his apartment, 
and ſhut them again as ſoon as we had 
got in: being in the dark, he took a 


tinder-box, and ſtruck a light, by the 
help of which I afliſted to undreſs. him. 
When he was a-bed, I lighted by his 


order, a lamp that ſtood in. hischimney, 
and ca ried the candle into the anti- 


chamber, where I went to ſleep in a 


bed without curtains. Next morning, 
he got up between nine and ten o'clock, 
and when I had duſted his cloaths, 
counted me ſix more rials, and dif. 
milled me till the evening: after h. 
he went out alſo; .not without. loc 


day. X OS. | 
Such was our manner of living, which 
I found very agreeable ; and the beſt 
joke of all was, I did. not know. my 


maſter's name: Melendez himſelf was 


ignorant of it, being only acquainted 
with him as a gentleman who came 
ſometimes to his ſhop, and. bought cloth 
of him, as he had occaſion for it. Our 
neighbours could give me no better in- 
formation; all of themaſſuring, me, that 
my maſter was utterly unknown to 


them, although he had lived two years 
in the ward. They told me, that he 


viſited nobody in the neighbourhood; 
and ſome af them, accuſtomed ta make 
raſh inferences, concluded from thence, 
that he was no better than he ſhould be. 
They went ſtill. farther, ſuſpecting him 


ſ to be a ſpy of the King of Portugal, and 
In good faith, Gil Blas,” ſaid I to 
myſelf, thou couldſt not have found a 


charitably advertiſed me of that ſuſpi- 
cion, that I might take my meaſures 


accordingly... I was diſturbed at this 


advice; and reflected, that if the thing 
was fo, I ſhould! run the riſk of viſits 
ing the, priſon, of Madrid. I. could 
not confide in my innocence, my. paſt 
misfortunes. having taught me to dread 


Juſtice. for I had found by experience, 


© Very well,” ſaid he, l 
this is right: I love to ſee ſervants - 
© attentive to their duty.“ So ſayingy 


that if ſhe does not put the innocent to 

death, ſhe at leaſt treats them with ſa 
little hoſpitality, that her lodgers are al- 
neſs that awaited me.“ I. ſpent the ways in a very melancholy: ſituation. 

day in ſtrolling about the ſtreets, divert. In ſuch a delicate conjuncture I con. 
ing myſelf vnn looking at every ting | ſulted-Meletdes,: Ny OR OY 
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No wonder that I was ſo deſirous cf 
5 being at Madrid: I had certainly;ſome 
© ſupernatural intimation of the happi- 
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how to adviſe me: for if he could not 
believe that my maſter was a ſpy, on 
the other hand, he had no certain rea- 
ſon to think otherwiſe : ſo that I re- 
ſolved to obſerve my patron narrowly, 


and to leave him, if I ſhould perceive 


that he was undoubtedly an enemy to 


the ſtate ; but I thought prudence, and 


the eaſineſs of my place, required that 
1 ſhould be firſt perfectly ſure of his 
practices. With this view, I began to 
keep a ſtrict eye over his actions; and 
in order to ſound him, Sir,“ ſaid I, 
one evening, while I undreſſed him, 
cone does ot know how to live, ſo as 


*©< to avoid ſlander; the world is very 


© malicious, and we, among others, are 
© yery little obliged to our neighbours. 
© You cannot gueſs in what manner the 
4 malicious creatures talk of us !'— 
Right, Gil Blas,“ anſwered he: but 
what can they ſay of us, child ? Ah! 
« truly,? I replied, ©* ſcandal never wants 
matter. Virtue herſelf furniſhes food 
« for it. Our neighbours ſay, that we 
fare dangerous people and deſerve to 
be taken notice of by the government, 
In a word, you are thought to be a ſpy 
«£ for the King of Portugal.“ While I 

ronounced theſe words, I looked hard 


at my maſter, as Alexander, eyed his 


phyſician “; and employing all my pene- 
tration to diſcover what effect my report 

roduced in him, thought I obſerved an 
emotion that too well agreed with the 
conjectures of the neighbourhood, and 
he fell into a fit of muſing; upon which 
I did not put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction: but he ſoon recovered him- 
ſelf, and ſaid with an air of tranquillity, 
«Gil Blas, let our neighbours think as 
© they pleaſe, without making our peace 


depend on their imaginations; and 


© ſince we give them no cauſe to think 
s amiſs of us, let their opinion give us 
£ no uneaſineſs.“ 

Upon this, he went to bed, and I fol- 
lowed his example, without knowing 
what to think of the matter. Next day, 
juſt as we were going out in the morn- 
ing, we heard a loud rap at the outward 
door; my maſter opened the other, and 


locking through the ſmall grate, ſaw a 
decent fort of a man at it, who ſaid, 


« Sipnior Cavalier, I am an alguazil, and 
come hither to tell you, that the corre- 
gidor would ſpeak with you.“ What 
” 7 | ) t ; 
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does he want with me d' replied my 


patron.—* That T am ignorant of, Sig- 


© nior,' ſaid the alguazil ; © but if you 


«© will take the trouble togo to his houſe, 


n you will ſoon know.'—* J am his moſt 
© humble ſervant,” reſumed my maſter ; - 


© but have no manner of buſineſs with 
him.“ So ſaying, he ſhut the ſecond 
door ; and having walked up and down 
for ſome time, like one alarmed at the 


diſcourſe of the alguazil, put fix rials in- 


to my hand, ſaying, Gil Blas, thou 
* mayeſt go out, my friend. I do not 
* intend to go abroad fo early, and have 
no tarther occaſion for thee this morn- 
ing.“ Theſe words made me believe, 
that the fear of being apprehended obli- 
ged him to ſtay at home ; ſo that when 
| left him, in order to ſee if my ſuſpi- 
cions were unjuſt, I hid myſelf in a place 


from whence 1 could ſee him, if he 


ſhould come out; and ſhould have had 
the patience to ſtay there the -whole 
morning, had he not ſpared me the 
trouble, 
walking in the ſtreet, with an air of aſ- 
inrance, that at firſt confounded my 
penetration ; but, far from being duped 
by thoſe appearances, I diſtruſted them, 
having no favourable opinion of the man. 


looked upon his compoſure as a piece 


of affectation, and even imagined. that 
his remaining at home was with a view 
of ſecuring his gold and jewels ; and 


that, in- all probability, he would con- - 


ſult his ſafety by immediate flight. I did 
not expect to ſee him again, and heſi- 
tated about going in the evening to give 
my attendance at the door; ſo ſure I 
was that he would quit the city inſtantly, 
to eſcape from the danger that threat- 
ened him. I did not fail, however, of 
being there ; and, to my utter ſurprize, 
my mafter returned at his uſual time, 
went to bed without ſhewing the leaſt, 


uneaſineſs, and got up the next day with 


the ſame tranquillity, 


When he had done dreſſing, ſomebody 


knocked at the door; upon which, my 


maſter looking through the grate, per- 


ceived the ſame alguazil who had been 
there the preceding day, and aſked what 
he wanted. Open, anſwered the algua- 
zil, here is Monſieur the corregidor .“ 
At this formidable name, my blood 
froze in my veins ; for I was curſedly 
afraid of theſe gentlemen, fince I paſſed 


-. * Alexander the Great having received a letter, intimating that his phyſician deſigned to 
poĩſon hig, took ihe cup of medicine which he preſcribed, and drinking it without heſitation, 
put the letter into the ſuſpected perſon's hand, fixing his eyes ſtedfaſi ly upon bim while he read 


it, in order o diſcover in his countenance the ſigns of innocence or guilt. 


+ In every city of Spain, the corregidor is the chief civil magiſtrate, 


by che King. 


aud is always appointed 


through 


- 


— 


But an hour after, I ſaw him 
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. 
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moment to be an hundred leagues from 
Madrid; but my patron, leſs afraid than 
I, opened the door, and received the 
judge with great reſpect. You ſee,” 
faid the corregidor te him, I do not 
©come to your lodgings with many at- 
© tendants FREE deſirous of doing every 
„thing with as little noiſe as poſſible ; 
* and I believe that you deſerve this re- 
. 5 notwithſtanding the ugly reports 
« that are ſpread of you. Tell me, there - 


(fore, your name, and buſineſs at Ma- 


© drid ?“ Signior,' replied my maſter, © I 
* was born in New Caſtile, and my name 
is Don Bernard de Caſtel Blazo : with 

regard to my buſineſs, I divert myſelf 
in walking, frequenting ſhews, and en- 

« joying-the agreeable converſation of a 

© few ſelect friends. Doubtlefs,” ſaid 
the judge, © you have a great income.“ 
— No, Sir,* reſumed my patron, in- 

« terrupting him, I have neither rents, 

lands, nor houſe.'—* How do you live 
-* then ' replied the corregidor. * On 

that which you ſhall fee,* faid Don 

Bernard: at the ſame time, he lifted up 

a hanging, opened a door which 1 had 

not before obſerved, then another be- 


' hind that, and carried the judge into a 


cloſet, where he ſhewed him a great 


Then he went on: * Signior, you 
© know that the Spaniards are enemies 
* to labour ; nevertheleſs, how averſe. 


ſoever they may be to trouble, I may 


ſafely lay, that I excel them all in that 
particular; having a fund of lazineſs 
that renders me incapable of any man- 
* ner of employment. If I had a mind 
©to dignify my vices, I would call this 
* lazineſs, a philoſophical indolence, the 
work of a mind weaned from every 
thing that is moſt ardently purſued in 


life: but I will frankly own, that 1 


am conſtitutionally idle; and fo idle, 
© that if I was under a neceſſity of work 
ing for my livelihood, I believe I ſhould 
© let myſelfdie of hunger. With a view, 
© therefore, to lead a life agreeable to 
* my humour, to free myſelf from the | 
trouble of managing my eſtate, and 
above all things, to ſave myſelf the 
* plague of a ſteward, I have converted 
© my whole patrimony, conſiſting of ſe- 
© veral conſiderable inheritances, into 
ready money. In this trunk are fifty 
© thouſand” ducats; more than I ſhall 
© ever have occaſion for, was I to live 
© another age; for I don't ſpend a thou 
* ſand a year, and am already turned of 
© fifty; I am not at all afraid of what 


} is to happen; for, thank Heaven, 1 


* 


through their hands; and wiſhed that | 
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am not addicted to any one of the three 
things whicſi commonly bring men to 
© ruin. I am not a ſlaye to my ſtomach; 
I play only for amuſement ; and am 
5 quite cured of women. So that I am 
| © under no apprehenſion of being ranked, 
in my old age, among thoſe volup- 
tuous dotards, who. purchaſe the fa- 
© yours of courtezans at an extravagant 
price? | "4 * 
+ What a happy man you are !* ſaid 
the corregidor: you are very unjuſtly - 
ſuſpected of being a ſpy ; that office 
being very unfit for a perſon of your 
© character. Proceed, Don. B rnard,“ 
added he; continue the life you now 
© lead ; and, far from diſturbing your 
© happineſs, I declare myſelf the guar-' 
« dian of it. I beg the favour of your 
«friendſhip, and offer you mine in re- 
© turn;'—* Ah, Signior ? cried my 
maſter, penetrated with theſe obliging _ 
expreſſions, *I accept the precious offer 
© you make, with equal joy and _—_ 
for in vouchſafing me your friendſhip, 
you increaſe my wealth, and crown my 
© felicity.'——After this converſation, 
which the alguazil and I overheard at 
the cloſet-door, the corregidor took his 
leave of Don Bernard, who could not 
enough expreſs his gratitnde ; while I, 


to ſecond my maſter, and aſſiſt him in 
| doing the honours of the houſe, over- 


whelmed the alguazil with civilities, 
making a thouſand profound bows, 
though, in the bottom of my ſoul, I har- 
boured that diſdain and averſion which 


every man of honour has for one of his 


occupation. | _ 
CHAP. II. i 

The aſtoniſhment of Gil Blas, when \he met 

CE Rolando at Madrid, and the cu- 


rious things which that robber Tgcounted 
to him. — | / 


ON Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, after 
| having waited upon the corregidor 
to the ſtreet, returned with all expedition 
to lock his ſtrong box, and all the doors 
that ſecured it. Then we went out both 
very well ſatisfied ;- he, for having ac- 
- quired a powerful friend, and I, for be- 
ing now, ſecured in my lix rials a day. 
The deſire I had to recount this adven- 
ture to Melendez, made me take the 
road to his houſe, which, when I had 
almoſt reached, I perceived Captain Ro- 
lando. I was confounded at finding him 
in this place, and could not help ſniv er- 
ing at ſight of him! He knew me at 
once, accuſted me very gravely, and 


| preſerving ſtill his air of ſuperiority, 
3 


ordered 


- : 


{ \ 
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ordered me to follow him. 1 obeyed 
with fear and trembling, faying to my- 
ſelf, * Alas } he will, doubtleſs, make 
© me pay what I owe to him. Whither 
© will he lead me ! perhaps to ſome ſub- 
© terranean abode in this city. A plague 
« upon it! if I thought fo, I would let 
© him ſee, in a hurry, that I have not 
got the gout in my toes.“ As I walked 
behind him, I refolved to take particular 
natice' of the place where he ſhauld ſtop, 
from which I propoſed to ſcamper off as 
faſt as my legs could carry me, thould it 
ſeem in the leaſt ſuſpicious. 

But Rolando ſoon baniſhed my fear, 
by going into a noted tavern ; whither 
1 followed him, and where he called for 
the beſt wine, and beſpoke dinner. In 
the mean time, we' went into a room by 
ourſelves, where the captain ſpoke in 
this manner: Thou muſt be ſurprized, 
4 Gil Blas, to meet thy old commander 
© iq this place; and wilt be more ſo ſtill, 
© when thou ſhalt hear what I going to 
relate. That day on which 1 left thee 
jn our ſubterranean retreat, and ſet 
© out for Manlilla with my whole com- 
© pany,/ in order to diſpoſe of the mules 
and horſes which we had taken the 
4 preceding day, it was our fortune to 
© meet the lon of the corregidor of Leon 
© in his coach, accompanied by four men 


© unſerviceable to the corregidor's ſon, 
from whom we took nothing but his 


money; and having carried off the 
* horſes of the two men we had ſlain, we 
© ſold them, together with our own, at 


© which we reached next day before it 


our ſurprize redoubled, When we ſaw 
© Leonarda fettered in the kitchen. Be- 


ing briefly informed by her of what 


had happened, we wondered how thou 


* couldeſt out-wit us, never having 


* thought thee capable of playing ſuch a 


* account of the invention. Having 


© ders to dreſs victuals for us, we went 


© where the old negro, who. had re- 
* ceived no ſuſtenance tor four and twen- 
* ty hours, was at the laſt gaſp. We 
© would have given him all the aſſiſtance 
in our power; but he had loſt his ſen- 
© ſes, and was otherwiſe fo low, that 
© notwithſtanding our good will, we left 


© This did not deprive us of our appe- 
© tite, which, having ſatisfied with a 
© ſumptuous meal, we retired. to our 
© ſeveral chambers, and fleeped the reſt 


Manſilla; then returning to our cavern, - 


© was light, we were not a little aſtoniſhed 
© to find the trap-door liſted up; and 


clever trick, and we forgive thee on 
© untied our cook-maid and given or- 


© to look after our horſes in the ſtable, 


the poor devil in the clutches of death, | 


e 2 3 W 
r 


. 
N 
Fo 


of the day: when we got up, Leonarda 
© let us know that Domingo was no 
more; upon which we carried him to 
© the ceilar, where thou mayeſt remem-\ 


on horſeback well armed. We made 
«two of them bite the duſt, and the others 
« betake themſelves to flight; while the 
* coachman, afraid of his maſter's life, 


4 cried, in a ſuppliant voice, ** O, dear 
A * gentlemen! in the name of God, do 
s not kill the only ſon of the corregidor 
© of Leon.” My people did not at all 


* relent at theſe words, which, on the. 
© contrary, inſpired them with fury. 


«« Gentlemen,” ſaid one among us, „let 
not the ſon of our mor tal evemy eſcape; 
% how many people of our profeſſion 
* hath his father put to death ! let us 
-< avenge them now, and facrifice this 
victim to their manes.” The reſt of 
* my men approved of this propoſal; 
and even my lieutenant prepared to act 
the high prieſt in this ceremony, when 
4 held his hands, ſaying, Stop at your 
* perit! why ſhould we ſhed blood un- 
* neceſſarily l let us be ſatisfied with the 
© purſe of this young man, whom, ſince 
© he makes no reſiſtance, it would be the 
© utmoſt barbarity to kill: beſides, he 
4% js not accountable for the actions of 
„ his father, who does no more than his 
duty in condemning us ro death ; juſt 
eas we do ours in rifling travellers. on 

* the highway.“ 3. 
* My interceſſion. was far from being 


* 


© ber thy bed was, and there performed 
© his funeral obſequies, as if he had 
enjoyed the honour of being our com- 
© panion. . 5 
© Five or ſix days after, it happened, 
that intending 10 make an excurſion, 
© we one morning, on the ſkigts af the 
© wood, feel in with. three troops be- 
longing to the Holy Brotherhood, who 
« ſeemed waiting in order to attack us. 
* As we perceived. only. one of the three 
< at firſt, we deſpiſed it, though more 
© numerous than our company, and at- 


s © tacked. it accordingly; but while we 


© were engaged with this, the other two, 
who had found. means. to keep them- 
* ſelves hitherto, concealed, ruſhed 


upon us ſo ſuddenly, that our valour 
. © was of little or no ſervice, and we were 


© under a neceſſity of yielding to the 
* numbers of the foe. Our heutenant 
© and two of our men fell on the field, 
© while the two that remained and. I, 
were ſo hemmed in and overpowered, 


that we. were taken priſoners; and 


* while two of their troops conducted us 


to Leon, the third vent and deitroyed 
„„ our 
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our retreat, which had been diſcover- \, * As a father, I was willing to acknow- 
© ed as follows: a peaſant of Luceno | * ledge this piece of ſervice ; but not 
© croſſing the foreſt in his return home, | © having it in my power to acquit thee 
perceived, by accident; the trap-door | © as a judge, I have wrote to court in 
_ © of our cavern lifted up, that very day f thy behalf, ſolicited thy pardon, and 
© on which thou madeft thy eſcape with |. © obtained it. Thou mayeſt go, then, 
© the lady; and ge hors, Bip it was | © whither thou ſhalt pleaſe. But,” 
© the place of our abode, had not cou- | added he, take my advice; reflect 
«© rape to go ih, but cotented himſelf | * ſeriouſly on thy ill-ſpent life, and 
© with taking a good obſervation of the“ from henceforth quit the profeſſion 
« place, which, the better to mark, he | of robbery.” _ 4 | £- 
© cut. off, with his knife, thin flices of | © T was deeply affected with theſe 
© bark from the trees at ſmall diſtances | © words, and took the road to Madrid, 
das he went along, until he had got | * reſolved to turn over a new leaf, and - 
c quite out of the wood; then repairing | * live honeſtly in that city. I found my 


» ds * 


to Leon, imparted his diſcovery to 
© the corregidor, who receiving \it with 


ſo much the more joy, as his ſon had 


© been robbed by our company, aſſem- 
«© bled three troops in order to appre- 


hend us, and the“ peaſant was their , 


« guide⸗- 


IMpy arrival furniſhed a ſhew for all 


the inhabitants of Leon: had IT been 


_© a Portugueſe general made priſoner of 


© war, the people could not have been 


what courſe could I take? 


parents were dead, and their effects in 
© the hands of an old relation, who gave 


me ſuch à faithful account of them as, 


© guardians commonly do; all that 1 


© have been able to touch, being no 


© more than three thouſand ducars, 
which, in all probability, is not above 
one fourth of what is my due. But 
| I ſhould 
gain nothing by going to law: there- 
fore, to avoid idleneſs, I have pur- 


/ 


f chaſed the place of an algunzil. My 

© brethren, out of decency, would have 

* oppoſed my admiſlion, had they been 
* acquainted with my ſtory, which lucki- 

© ly they were ignorant of, or pretended 
to be ſo, which is the ſame thing; for 
in that honourable corps it is the bu- 
© ſineſs of every individual to conceal 
© his own exploits : thank Heaven! not 
one of us can juſtly reproach his fel- 
low; ſo that it may be ſaid of the fra- 

4 ternity, „The devil make take the 
% beſt.” Nevertheleſs, my friend,” add- 
ed Rolando, I will now diſcloſe the 


© more eager to ſee me. Behold,” | 
ſaid they, ©* behold the famous captain 
«© who was the terror k of this country; 
4 and who, with his two comrades, de- 
tc ſerves to have the fleſh torn from his 
< bones with red-hot pincers.*” Being 
carried before the corregidor, he be- 
gan to inſult me, ſaving, Well, 
4 miſerable wretch | Heaven, wearied 
« with the diforders of thy life, at laſt 
« reſigns thee to my juſtice!” —< Sir,“ 
replied I, “if my crimes are manifold, : 
« at leaſt, I cannot reproach myſelf with 


—— 


„ the death of your only ſon, whofe 
«© life I preſerved; for which you owe 
«« me ſome acknowledgment.“ “ Ah, 
« miſcreant!”” cried he, “ people of thy 
c character are not entitled to the pri- 
4c vileges of honour; and even if I had 
« 2 mind to ſave thy life, the duty of 
<©my office would not allow me!” 
© Having ſpoke to me in this manner, 


© he ordered us to be impriſoned in a 


© dungeon, where he did not let my 


© companions linger long; for they went 


£ out in three days, to act their laſt tra- 
« gical ſcene in the market-place. As. 
© for me, I remained three whole weeks 


in gaol, imagining that my puniſhment 


© bottom of my ſoul: the profeſſion 
* which: I have embraced, is not at alli 
© to my liking; it requires a behaviour 
too delicate and myſterious for me; 
© and whatever tricks we practiſe, muſt 


be very crafty and ſecret. O how 1 


* regret my old profeſſion! I grant, there 


© is more ſafety in this new employ- / 


ment; but there was more pleaſure in 
© the other;. and liberty is my delight, 


In all likelihood I ſhall get rid of my - 


« office, and ſet out one morning for the 
© mountains at the ſcurce of the river 
* Tagus, where I know there is a re- 
© treat inhabited by a numerous com- 


* 


© pany, chieffy of Catalonians; (that is 
making their elogium in one woid :?: 
if thou wilt accompany me, we will 


was deferred, in order to make it more 
terrible; and was in expectation of a 
death altogether new, when the cor- 
© regidor ordering me to be brought in- go and increaſe the number of theſe 
© to his preſence, ſaid, Liften to thy | © great men: I ſhall be fecond captain 
4 ſentence. Thou art free. Had it not | in their company; and wilt, for k yy 
been for thee, my only ſon would | © better reception, aſſure them, that 1 
have been murdered on the highway. | © have ſeen thee ten times engaged by 
CES if : ; 6 0 


U 
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© my ſide; I will extol thy valour to | was ſurpriſed to find me acquainted 

| © the ſkies, and ſay more in thy praiſe | with ſuch a figure. Certain it is, that 

| « than a general ſays of an officer whom | the appearance of Rolando could not 


© he wants to promote. I will take | prepoſſeſs people in his favour: for he 
care not to mention>a word of the | was a very tall fellow, with a long vi- 
'* trick thou haſt played, becauſe it | ſage and hook-noſe ; and, though not 
would make them ſuſpicious of thee : | ugly, had very much the air of a rank 

£ the adventure ſhall therefore be con- | ſharper. | | 5 
« cealed. —Well,” added he, art thou I was not deceived in my conjectures; 
© ready to follow my fortune? I wait | for in the evening, I found Don Ber- 


10 for thy reply.” . In nard ſtill harping on the captain's figure, 
1 8o many men, ſo many minds, ſaid | and extremely well diſpoſed to believe 
#77 I to Rolando; * you are born for hardy | all the fine things I could have ſaid of 
1 « deeds, and I for a quiet and eaſy life.“ him, had not my mouth been ſhut, Gil 


Fl, — Oh! I underſtand you,” cried he, | © Blas,* ſaid he, * who is that tall ſpunger 
14 interrupting me; © the lady whom love | © in whoſe company I ſaw thee to-day?* 
1. « perſuaded you to reſcue, ſtill keeps | I replied, © He is an alguazil;* and 
© poſſeſſion of your heart; and doubtleſs | thought he would reſt ſatisfied with that 
Fl © you lead a happy life with her in Ma- | anſwer: but he aſked a great many 
"i © grid: confeſs, Mr. Gil Blas, that you | other queſtions; and as I appeared em- 
itt © have taken lodgings for her, and ſpend | barraſſed, becauſe I remembered the | 
vp © together the piſtoles which you carried | threat of Rolando, he broke off the con- N 
{| © off from the ſubterranean retreat.“ I | verſation abruptly, and went to bed. 
1 told him that he was miſtaken, and that, | Next morning, when I had done my du- 
in order to undeceive him I would, while | ty as uſual, inſtead of fix rials, he gave 
we ſhould be at dinner, relate the ſtory | me as many ducats, ſaying, * Hold, my 
of the lady; this 1 did accordingly, and | * friend; here is what I give thee for 
informed him of all that had happened haying ſerved me hitherto ; go, and | 
to me lince I quitted the company. To- | © ſeek for another place, for I cannot fl 
wards the end of our repaſt, he reſumed | © put up with a ſervant who has ſuch \| 
the ſubject of the Catalonians, acknow- | © honourable acquaintances.* It came F 
jedged that he was determined to join | in my head to pretend, in my own juſ- 
them, and made a new attempt to en- | tification, that my acquaintance with 
gage me in the fame reſolution; bur | the alguazil was occaſioned = my hav- 
fnding that 1 was not to be perſuaded, | ing preſcribed for him, while I prac- 
he darted a fierce look at me, ſaying, nile phyſick at Valladolid. Very 
in a very ſerious tone, Since thou haft | © well,“ replied my maſter ; that's an 
* ſuch a grovelling ſoul, as to prefer thy | * ingenious evaſion ; but thou ſhouldſt 
« ſervile condition to the honour of af. | * have thought of it laſt night, and not 
< fociating with men of courage, I aban- | © have been ſo much diſconcerted.'— 
« don thee to the baſeneſs of thy incli- |] * Sir,“ added I, I thought it would be 
© nations; but liſten to the words I am | imprudent for me to tell it; and that 
about to pronounce, and let them re- | * was the cauſe of my confuſion.'— O 
main engraven on thy memory: for- | * ſurely,” replied he, clapping my ſhoul- 
get that thou haſt met me to day, and | der very gently, you have been very 
never talk of me from henceforth; | © prudent; I did not think thou hadſt 
© for if ever I ſhall hear that thou ſo | been ſo cunning. Go, child, I have 
much as nameſt me in converſation— | © no farther occaſion for thee.” 1 
thou knoweſt me I will ſay no more.” I went inſtantly to inform Melendez 
Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he called | of this piece of bad news, who told me, 
to pay, diſcharged the bill, and we got | tor my conſolation, that he intended to 
up in order to part. 5 5 introduce me into a better family; and 


5 laccordingly, a few days after, Gil Blas, 
CHAP. III. my friend,” ſaid he, you don't know 


He is diſmiſſed by Don Bernard de Caſtel | | What good news I have to tell you; 


. . « you are going to enjoy the moſt agree- 
ricws OE Eaters my ej dice of a | « able poſt you could deſire ; for Foil 


© ſettle you with Don Matthias de Silva, 
. A S we went out of the tavern, and | * a man of the firſt quality, and one of 
; were taking leave of one another, | * thoſe young lords who go under the 
my maſter happening to paſs, ſaw me; | © denomination of beaus : he does me 
and, I perceived, looked hard at the | © the honour to buy cloth of me; on 
captain, which made me believe that he 3 * truſt, indeed; but there is nothing 
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on tlie carpet, Rodriguez examined me 
from head to foot, àud told me, in © 

very polite manner, that I was juſt ſuen 
an one as Don Matthias wanted, and  _ 

that he would with pleaſure preſent m © BW 
to that lord. Upon which, Melendes - 
letting him know how much he was 
intereſted in my behalf, and begging 


that he would favour me with his pro 


tection, committed me to his care; and, 


N | drew. "He was no ſoonen gone, than” | 
#1 | Rodriguez fait to. me, 1 Will condu&t - | 
thias, the merchant ſaid, It will not þ © you to my maſter as ſoon as I can di- 


« patch this honeſt couttryman,? Then 
going to the peaſant, and taking hold of 

the bag, Talego,“ ſaid he, let us fee. 
if there be juſt five hundred piſtoleese 
here.“ Having counted the money, _ | 
and found it right, he gave the farmer 


-= 


5 bent of his genius, and enriched him- I a diſcharge for the ſum, and ſent hm 
2 „ ſelf with the pillage of two families | about his buſineſs ? and putting the pill. 
. «© whichthe-ſerved-in quality of ſteward. | toles into the bag again, addreffed him 


I” IPs”. A 1 TY 


Top lb d ß ß ds no M., 


N 


11 


they have the leaſt fayour to aſk'of 
4 that they obtain it without his intereſt, 


_ #by which it will either be revoked, or 
rendered ineffectual. Remember this, 


( himſelf, and do alb that lies in your 
© power to pleaſe him; his friendſhip 


_ © has in his poſſeſſion, Don Matthias is 
d a young lord, who minds nothing but 
_ © his pleaſure, and would not for the 


emily is that for a ſteward!” 
wete told, Was in his on apartment: 


money in his hand. The fteward, whoy 


on the other hand; met him in the ſame 
manner, and they embraced one ano- 
der with demonſtrations of friendſhip, | 


vanity, and loves to ſee t 


c addreſs themſelves firſt to him, when 


their maſter; ſor ſhould it happen, 
che has always expedients in readineſs 


Gil Blas, in the regulation of your 
condutti: pay your court to Signior 
Rodriguez, preferable to your maſter. 


6 will beſtead you much; he will pay 

your wages punctually; and if you are 
-* dextrous enough to acquire his conffi- 
dence, he may give yon ſome pretty 

© bone to pick, out of the number he 


© world: inform himſelf: of the ſtate of 
© his. own affairs. What a glorious fa- 
_ Arriving at the houſe, we deſired to ä 
ſpeak with Signior Rodriguez, Who, we 
there we found him with a kind of 
farmer, who. had a- blue cabvas bag of 


looked more pale and yellow than a girl / 
oppreſſed: with her maidenhead, came 
towards Melendez with open arms: he, 


| reſt of the. f time for us to goto the levee o . my 27'S 1 
L ſervants Wa t to him. They muſt | maſter, Who commonly riſes bout 


| himſelf by leaning with his body be 


© noon. It is near the-hour, and I Tup- 
c 5 ns ea FH 


This was the caſe: we found. Don 1 
en ee i his morning: gown, en, 
in an eaſy chair, over an arm of which 
poiſed _ 


41 


he had titted one of huis legs, and 


other way, and raſped tobacco, While 
he talked to a fot nan; who for the 
preſent, did the duty of his valet de 
chambre. My lord,” faids the ſtevarl 
to him, here is a young man, vom 
<4 take the liberty to preſent as one fit 

to fill the place of the valet whemyeu 
adiſmiſſed two days ago. Melendez, 

your draper, recommends him, aſſur- 
ing me, that he is a lad of 'merit; © 
and T hope your lordſhip will be verx 
well fatisſied with bis behaviour 

* Enough,” anſwered the young bord; +. 
ſince: you introduce him to me, 'T're- 
ceive him into. my ſerviee nh im 


Þ © plicit faith, and wake him my valet. 


de chambre: ſo that affair is ſettled. . 
But, Rodriguez, added he, let us 
© talk of ſomething elſe: yon are come | - 
bs n for I Was juſt going 
* to ſend for you. I have bad news ß 
tell you; my deaf Rodriguez en mn . 
know, I had itMuck-at play ſuſt nigit. 
Together With an huadred © piſtoles - 
which I had about me, I have Joſt two rtr 
nundted more on my parole; and yon 
know of what importance it is for peo: 
ple of quality" None that ſort k 
e 


in which there was; at leaſt, as much | © debts il, is, indeed, the on king rag 2M 
art as nature. Then my affair coming  * which we are obliged, in point of os? 
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lone farthing of your tenants, let me 


7+ 
© noar, to pay; and we do not give 
© ourſelves much concern about the reſt; 
© you mult, therefore, find two hundred 
c piſtoles immediately, and ſend them to 
the Counteſs of Pedrofſa.*—* Sir, ſaid 
the ſteward, it is ſooner ſaid than done. 


Where ſhall I get that ſum to pleaſe. 


* you? I have not been able to finger 


© threaten as hard as I can; and yet I 


am obliged to maintain your family in 


«an honourable way, though I ſweat 
blood and water in procuring where- 
* withal to defray the expence. True, 


indeed, I have hitherto, thank Hea- 


ven! made ſhift; but 1 am now re- 
© duced to ſuch extremity, that 1 know 


© not what faint in Heaven to invoke.'— 


All theſe harangues are uſeleſs, “ cried 
£ Don Matthias, interrupting him; and 
you worry me with your reflections. 


Don't you imagine, Rodriguez, that 


© want two hundred piſtoles, and 1 


© I will change my diſpoſition, and di- 


vert myſelf with looking into my own 
- © affairs. 


An agreeable amuſement, 
truly, for a man of pleaſure like me !? 
— Have alittle patience,” replied the 
ſteward; * at the rate you go on, I fore. 
« ſee that you will be rid of that care in 
© a very ſhort time.'—* You fatigue me, 
ſaid the young lord in a paſſion; © you 
© murder me! give me leave. to ruin 
* myſelf imperceptibly : I tell you, 1 


© muſt have them.'—* I'll go then,” ſaid 
Rodriguez, * and have recourſe to the 


A little old man, who has already lent 


you money at high intereſt. “ You 
may, if you pleaſe, have recourſe to 


the devil,“ anſwered Don Matthias; 


* provided I have the two hundred piſ- 


| 


. © toles, I ſhall give myſelf no farther. 


© trouble about the matter.“ 0 

. Juſtas he had pronounced theſe words 
in a haſty and diſcontented manner, the 
ſte ward went away, and a young man of 
quality, called Don Antonio Centelles, 
came in. What is the matter?“ ſaid 
this laſt to my maſter; thou art clou- 
« dy, my friend: I perceive indignation 
© in thy countenance. What can have 
© put you into this bad humour? Pl 
* lav a wager it is the man whom I 
© met going out.'—* Yes,” replied Don 
Matthias, it was my ſteward : every 
time he comes to ſpeak with me, I 


* ſuifer for one quarter of an hour, by 


his talking about my affairs, and ſay- 


\ 


ing, that I have quite exhauſted my 
© finances. Impertinent beaſt! he can- 
* aot ſay that he loſes by me, I'm ſure.” 
Why child,” ſaid Don Antonio, I 


am in the ſame, condition, having a | 


F 


1 


ö 
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his might, there is à comical thought 


© convert thoſe ſcenes which xe have 
« ſelves. with that which now gives us 
ſo much uneaſineſs. Let me demand 


ca 


© mine;: I ſhall hear of nothing but thy 


this ſally, and mightily diverted the 
young lords, who. converſed together 
with a great deal of vivacity; until their 


tonjio would have gone away, ſaying, 
* Adien, Don Matthias, I ſhall ſee you 
© by and by: at preſent you have, 


* whom you ſee, is an honeſt maß, he 
lends me money at the rate of twenty 
per cent.“ How! twenty per cent. !* 


© do theſe knaves ever think of another 


the hue and cry raiſed againſt 


4 » 
\ ; 1 
£ 
8 
1 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF ©... 


« profuſion, and thou wilt ſee nothing bin 
mine. This will be admirable ſport!“ 
A thouſand bright ſtrokes: ſucceeded 


diſcourſe was interrupted by Gregorie 
Rodriguez, who returned with a little 
old man -almoſt quite bald. Don An- 


© donbtleſs, ſome ſerious affair to diſ- 
* cuſs with theſe gentlemen.'—* O, not 
at all,“ replied my maſter; * ſtay, it 

is no ſecret. That diſereet old perſon 


cried Centelles, with an air of aſtoniſh- _ 
ment; * egad, I congratulate thee upon 
being in ſuch good hands! I am not 
©ſo kindly dealt with, and may ſay that. 

I purchaſe ſilver at the price of gold.: 

* I commonly borrow at the rate of for- 
ty in the hundred,'—* Heavens!-what- 

* extortion!” exclaimed the old uſurer; 


factor not a whit more reaſonable than 
thy ſteward. When the rogue, in obe- 
* dience to my repeated orders, brings 
money for me, one would think hegave 
it out of his own pocket. He overs _ 
* whelms me with reffections. Sir,“ 
* ſays he, you are undone ; your rents 
** are ſeized.” Upon which, Iam obli- 
« yed"to cut him ſhort, in order to put 
an end to his ridiculous diſcourſe;%< _ 
The misfortune is,“ ſaid Don Mat- 
thias, * we cannot live without theſe 
5 (5; 6k who are neceſſary evils?— 
They are ſo, replied Centelles; but 
© hark'e,” added he, laughing with all 


* - 
x 


come into my head: a moft incompaz 
© rable conception! by which» we may 


with them into mirth, and divert our- 


of thy ſteward all the money thou ſhalt _ 
© have occalion for, while thou doſt the 
by my manager; then they may 
moralize as they pleaſe, we can hear 
them with great compoſure; becauſe 
© thy ſteward will ſhew me thy accounts, 
and my factor will entertain ther with 


world? Jam not at all ſurpriaed at 
| ople 
who lend upon intereſt. It is the e- 
© orbitant profit which ſome exact, that 
* ruins our honour and reputation: 4 ; 
„ N * 13 625 1 Ws | 1 


/ I can ſcarce prevail with myſelt to take 


Helieve We 
ein the bowe 
no ſuch thing to be had; for which 

«© reaſon, I am obliged to retrench my 

FE: „ 


 *-have one half., 8e ſaying; ne pulled a, 
from under his cloak, a blue bag, which | hugged the old man; and theſe two 


g „will not be amifs to pocket the whole 
for handred.“ . My lord,“ ſaid the 


— 


Cealed a pen to his maler; he, with. H. 1 hould not have lott wy wan e 


Don Matthias. Here are four hundred 


peaſant Talego had left with the five 
hundred piſtoles, in the hands of Rodri- 


tabfolutely neceſſary to difengage my 
_ © parole, without conſidering that I have 


_©morrow ; therefore, to ſpare you the 


© niſhing their retreats. Bitt ſince yon 


kim, and taking a paper out of his pock- 
et. you ſhall be ſatisſied; here is an 
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all my brethren. were like me, we 
_< ſhould not be ſo much reviled; for 
© niy ſole view in lending, is to befriend | 
my fellow creatures. Ah! if times 
were as they have been, I would offer 


von my purſe. without intereſt; and 
truly, in ſpite of the preſent ſcarcity, 


twenty per cent. But, for my part, 1 
has retired again with- 
s Of the earth 2 4 there is 


© pehevolen ee. „ 
How much do you'want?? added he, 
addreflipy himſelf to my maſter.” I muſt 


* have” twe hundred piſtoles,“ replied we never can honour enough, Lill! 
| in my turn, embrace this gentleman. 


ima bag,“ faid the uſurer; © you ſhall 
ſeemed to be the very ſame which the 


gilez.: I ſoon knew what to think of 
the matter; and found that Melendez 
had. not praiſed the ſteward's under-- 
ſtanding: without caufe. The old man 
having emptied tlie bag on the table, 
began to count the money; my miſter 
was inflamed with deſire of poſſeſſion at 
the fight; and, ſtruck with the- totality 
of the ſum, ſaid to the uſurer, * Sighior- 
© Diſcomulgado, I have made a very 
© wiſe reflection, truly! What a fool 1 
am to borrow no more than what is 


„not a penny in my purſe! I ſhall be 
* obliged to have recourſe to you to- 


trouble of coming back, I think it 


uſurer, 4 4 part of this money was de- 
© figned for a. good licentiate;. who-has: 
«. ſome: fat | benefices, which he-charita- 

«bly employs'in-perſuading young girls 
© to retire from the world, and in fur- 


© have: occaſion. for. the whole ſunt; it 
©is at your ſervice: all that'I dehre; 
js ſufkcient ſecurity.%—* Ohl as for 
© ſecurity,* ſaid Rodriguez, interrupting 


© order to be figned by Don Matthias, 
© for five hundred piſtoles, upon one of 
* his tenants, blink Talego, à rich far“ 
« mer of , Mondejan,'—' Very well, re- | 
plied the uſurer, I never make many 


words.“ Upon which, tke ſteward pre- that I had done the ſame ! in which caſe; "Dot KY 


| age of my maſter, that js, between eight 
{ a jovial companion, addrefijing him 


| 
þ 
; 
- 


Would to Heaven, eried my maſter,” {- 
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out reading the order, ſet his name to 
[the bottom, whiſtling all the whites * 

_ - This affair being ended, the 61d man 
took his leave of my patron, who ran 
and embraced him, ſaying, Till our 
© next meeting, Signior Uſurer, I am 
wholly yours: 1 don't e Kd Hs WH 
pleè of your profeſſion are branded With 
the name of rogues; for my on part,, 
4 think you are very neceſſary and ſe--— 
viceable to ſociety ; you are the con- 

| © folation)of a thouſand: heirs, and the 

| © reſource of all thoſe lords whoſe ex- 
pence exceeds their income. Thou 
art in the right, cried Centelles; 
uſurers are very honeſt people, whom 


. 


** 


— 


on acconnt of his twenty per cent. 7 


beaus, for their diverſion, began ta 
| puſh him backward and forward to one 
another, like a ball between two ten- 
nis players. After he had been toſſed; 

to and fro a good While, they let him 
go with the ſteward, who was more de- 
ſerving than he of their embrates, and 
of ſomething elſe alſo. „ 


| - Rodrighezand his underſtrapper bei:. 
ing gone, Don Matthias ſent the half 
of his piſtoles to the Counteſs-of :Pe-" 
droſa, by the foot man WhO Was preſent. 
aud ſecured the a along embroſ . 
dered (ilk; purſe, which he commonliyx 
wore in his pocket. Very well ſatisfied” 
with ſeeing himſelf in caſh; he ſaid to 
Don Antonio, with a gay air, What 
© (hall we do to-day? Let us, conſult” 1 
about it. !. You ſpeak like a ſenſible 
man, ' replied Centelles: with all my _ 

'© heart,/ let us deliberate“ While they 

were conſidering how to ſpend the day, 

two other lords arrived: theſe: were 
Don Alexv Segiar, and Don Fernando 
de Ganiboa, both of them about the 
and twenty and thirty, Theſe four ca- 
valiers, at meeting, hugged one ano +, 
ther ſo heartily, that one would habs ] 
thought they had not met for ten years. | ,/ 
before; then Don Fernando, who was l 


ſelf to Don Matthias and Don Antonio: = 
aid, Gentlemen, where do you intend” - > 
to dine to-day?" If you are not en- 5 

gaged, I'll conduct you io a tavern, © 7 
here you ſhall drink nectar. I ſupp ed, 
there laſt night, and left it only this 

morning, between ſive and ſix o lock.“ 
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76 TEE HISTORY 
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As for me, ſaid Centelles, I treat- 
ted myſelf laſt night with a new diver- 
< ſion; for I love variety in my plea- 
4 ſaxes, which alone makes life agree - 
© able. A friend of mine carried me to 
© the houſe of a farmer of the revenue; 
va gentleman who does his own bun- 
- 9 together with that of the ſtate. 
There l ſaw magnificence and taſte, the 
«entertainment being elegant enough. 
But I was mightily diverted with the 
"© ridiculous. behaviour of the tax- ga- 
© therer himſelf, who, though the moſt 

< ptebeian of his claſs, aſſumed the man 

of quality: and his wife, though hor- 

© ribly ugly, affected the airs of a beau- 
*ty; and laid a thouſand filly things, 

* ſeaſoned with the Biſcayan accent, 

© which rendered them ſtill more re- 

© markably fooliſh. Beſides, there were 

* at table four or five children, with their 

"© tutor; ſo that you may eaſily conceive 
how 1 was diverted with this family- 

« ſupper.” r ; 
And I, gentlemen, ' ſaid Don Alexo 
Segiar, ſupped at the houſe of Arſenia 

© the actreſs. We were ſix in all; Ar- 
ſenia, Florimonda, with a coquette of 

© her acquaintance, the Marquis of Ze- 

'* © neta, Don Juan of Moncada, and your 

© humble ſervant. We ſpent the night 
in drinking and ſpeaking bawdy. Hea. 
* © vens! what pleaſurel It is true, in- 

„ deed, Arſenia and Florimonda have 


© are merry, briſk, romping cyeatures ; 
and 1 love them a thouſand times 


6 ; 


CHAP: Iv. . 
ow. Gil Blas became acquainted with the 
valets of the beaus. The admirable ſecret 


1. 


. imparted to him, of acquiring the 


reputation of a man of wit, at à ſmall 


e expence; and the ſingular oath which they 


obliged him to take. 


IN this manner did theſe lords continue 

I the converſation, until Don Matthias, 
' Whom, in the mean time, I helped to 
dreſs, was ready to go abroad. Then 

- he bade me follow him; and all the 
beaus together ſet out for the tavern 


had propoſed to conduct them. As I 
walked. in the rear, in company with 
.* three other valets, (for each of the ca- 
valiers had one) I obſerved, not with- 


; = eopied the air and manner of their re- 
ſpective maſters, Having ſaluted them 


© not much genius, but their wanton- 
* neſs ſupplies the place of wit. They 


better than your preciſe women of 


to which Don Fernando de Gamboa- 


out wonder, that theſe three domeſticks 


R Nr 


as their new comrade, they returned the 


civility; and one among them, after 
Brother, I perceive that you have ne- 


No, indeed, anſwered 1; it is not 


| me, ſaid I to him. Not at all,” he 
replied; if you was the greateſt block - 


5 upon it.“ - 917 „jj Cas Lott ks 
This was enough to make me-under-. 


{ 


lads, and that I could not be in better 


Signior Don Fernando had-the precau- 
tion to beTpeak in the morning; our: 
maſters ſat down to table, and we ſtood. 
ready to ſerve them: then they began 


lighted to hear them. I was very much 


their ſallies of imagination, made me 
When the deſert was upon the table, 


tles of the beſt Spenifh wine, agd left 
them, to go and dine by ourſelves in a 


purpoſee. 


raſcals ſucceeded ſo well, that (the qua- 


ence; I admired their free and eaſy de- 
portment; was charmed with their wit, 


lord, ſaying, Maſter Andrew Mantua- 


add them to my maſter's hill. With 


good many entertainments already; 


l 


d « 
% 


x 5 ; by little 
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naving obſerved me ſome minutes, ſaid, 


ver as yet ſerved a. young lord. 


head in the univerſe, we ſhall be able 
„to make you paſs, you may depend 
ſtand that my confederates were brave 
hands, in order to become a pretty ſel- 


low, When we arrived at the tavern, 
we found an entertainment ready, Wbich 


diverted with their different characters, 
thoughts, and expreſſions; their fire, 


believe them a new. ſpecies of men! 


lity air excepted) there was no differ- 


long ſince I came to Madrid. S 
© I ſuppoſe, replied he, you ſmell 
'< ſtrong of the country; you ſeem tj-' , 
* morous and aukward,' and there is a 

-< ſtiffneſs in your behaviour: but no 
matter; we ſhall ſoon poliſh you, take 
my word.“ I am afraid you flatter 


to talk with ſuch gaiety, that J Was de- 


we brought in a great number of bot- 


1 ſoon perceived that the knights, my 
| companions, had more merit than-I at 
firſt imagined: they not only aſſumed 
the manners of their maſters, but even 
affected their very language; and theſe 


=> 


no, give us ten bottles of your very 
beſt wine, and according to cuſtom, 


all my heart,” replied the landlord; 
but, Mr. Gafpard, . you know that - 
© Sigmior Don Fernando owes” me a 


little ball, where the cloth was laid on 


and deſpaired of ever being ſoagreeable. 
The valet of Don Fernando (becauſe 
his maſter treated ours) performed the 
honours of the banquet; and that no- 
thing might be wanting, called the land- 


© and if by your means l could. tees 
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I little money Ohl! ſaid the valet,, Well,“ ſaid he who ſpoke to me in 
jaterrupting him, (give yourſelf no the ſtreet, don't you begin to get rid 
trouble about what he owes you; I' of your ruſt? Thou haſt not been 
- < anſwer for it, my maſter's debts are as two hours in our company, and are 
good as gold: it is true, indeed, ſome | * already quite another man. Thou wit 
_ © upmannerly creditors have ſeized our [improve viſibly every day. See what - 
rents; but we ſhall. obtain a replevy | it is to ſerve-people of quality: it ele- 
very ſoon, and then we ſhall diſcharge” * vates the mind; While the being valet” . 
vour bill without ſo much as examin- to citizens has a quite contrary effect.?“ 
ing the articles.“ Mantuano brought “ Doubtleſs, anſwered 1; (and there 
the wine, notwithſtanding the rents be- | fore I will henceforth. conſecrate m y 
ing ſeized; and we dranł it in expecta+ | ſervice to the nobility. ! That's no—-—- 
tiom of a replevy. It was a good jeſt to ** bly ſaid l' cried Don Fernando's valet, 
ſee us, every moment, toaſting one ano- half. ſeas -over; it does not belong te 
ther, under the ſurnames of our maſ- your citizens to poſſeſs ſuch ſuperior 
ters: Don Antonio's valet giving the [6 geniuſes as we are. Come, therefore, 
name of Gamboa to Don Fernando's | gentlemen,” added he, let us take ann 
ſervant, and Don Fernando's footman /* oath» never to ſerve ſuch rapicallions, _ | 
honouging Don Antonio's valet with and ſwear to it by the river Styx. We 
that of Centelles; they called me Silva; laughed heartily at Gaſpard's conceit, 
and by degrees we got as drunk under | which we approved of very much, and 
thoſe borrowed names as our maſters, took the burleſque oath with our glaſſes 
Though I did not thine ſo much as] Thus we continued at, table until r 
my companions, they did not fail to ex- maſters were pleaſed to retire, which wass 8 
prels their approbation of me. Silva,“ | about midnight; a circuniſtance which 
ſaid one of the archeſt among them, | my companions ſooked upon as an ex- | 
we ſhall make ſomething of thee, my |. ceſs of ſobriety, It is true, indeed, theſe | 
friend: I perceive thou haſt a fund of, | young lords left the tavern in ſuch. good 
genius, but doſt not know-how to uſe time, only with a view 10 viſit a famous 
it to advantage. The fear of ſpeaking | coquette, who lived in the court end of © _. 
' © nonſenſe hinders thee from talking-at the town, and kept open houſe ſor out 
a venture; and yet, by this alone; 'a | men of pleaſure by night as well as bỹßh 
thouſand people /now-a-days acquire | day: She was between thirty and fort 
the reputation of wits. If thou haſt | years old, ſtill extremely handſome, 
'* a mind to ſhine, give the rein to thy] agreeable, and ſo conſumimate in the art 
_ ©.vivacity, and indifterently riſque every f of pleaſing; that fit was ſaid) ſhe ſald te 
.- © thipg that comes uppermoſt. Thy | remains of her beauty at a higher price 
. © bhunders- will paſs for a noble bold- | than*that- which ſhe had received for 
_ <«-neſs3 and if, after having uttered a it's fin{t-fruits. ' There were always in 
ny t thouſand impertinences, one witticiſmy | her honſe two ot three other Courtezans”. 
5 eſcapes thee, the filly things will be f of the firſt rank, who contributed not 
e forgot, the lucky thought will be re- a little to the great concourſe of lords 
en © membered, and the world will con- who frequented it. - They went to-play” 
Sg *'ceive an high: opinion of thy merit: in the afternoon,” then ſupped, and ſpent 
„ his is What our maſters practiſe with | the night in drinking and making mer- 
Wer 5 _ » ©.ſuch- ſucceſs; and what every man ry. Here our maſtets ſtaid till morning, 
e- f < mult do, who aſpites to the reputation] and we alſo, without feeling the time 
5 of a diſtinguiſned wit. [l ie heavy on our hands f for while ther 
le. Beides that I was but too fond of] (diverted themſelues with the miſtreſſes, 
ſe paaſſing for a fine: genius, the ſecret] we amuſed ourſelses with the maids; | 
hne which he had diſcloſed to me feemed ſo and at laſt departed all together at break. _ 
| . eaſy, that I was reſolved not to neglect of-: day, every on going to bed at his 
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hs” it. I put it inſtantiy to the proof; and on home. We Eh LEDs ele, Fee bn 
3 <4 the wine J had drank contributed to it's]  My-maiter, getting up as uſual about 
ry _ ſuccefs; that is, I ſpoke at random; | noon, dreſſed thmfelf,” and went; ouẽt. 
n, al nd had the good fortune to throw out; I followed him to the houſe-of Don An- 
0 among a great deal of nonſenſe," ſome ] tonio Centelles,- where: we found ones 
a; 8 DE. flaſhes of wit, by which Facquired'great- Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old gentle- 5 
72 Wl applauſe. This caup d eu filled me with | man, and profeſſed rake. All the yeung 
. cConfidence: I colſected all my vivacity | ſparks who. had an ambition to eme 


S. 


1 43 FETT by, And ohne HEY thomſelfeShader ee 
e dekriended me in the atiempt. |: tuition; by which they were formed fur 
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D arrived; and the entertainer ſeemed, | 


world, and to ſpend their fortunes with 
| a rpood grace; he himſelf being under 
Tele three cavaliers having ſaluted one 
„Faith, Don Matthias, thou cquldit not 
rome at a better time_; Don Alvara.is 
going ſo carry mie to the houſe of a Ci- 
'« kizen who: has invited the Marquis of 
. © Zenta and Don Juan de Mouncado to 
dinner, and thau ſhalt be of the party.“ 


_ ſaid Don Matthias. 


the enjoyment of a large income; but 


of nature. As he begged me to take 


Lacguaintance with him, that we may 
hae ſome ſharè in his ruin. —“ With. 
all my heart,” replied my maſter; 1 
love dearly to ſee the fortune of theſe 
iin iplendor. Nothing. for example, ever 


fortune of that publican's ſon, who was, 


. © vanity in apeing the great, obliged to 


de Noriega, Mogicon and I went thither 
_ alfo; both of us raviſhed to find a feaſt 


- tunity of contributing, on our parts, to 
the ruin of a citizen. As we went in, 


ſteam, that very much prepoſſeſled the 


varo; and I will, ia two words, give 


I don't at all doubt it,” cried Centelles: 
1 ſee him already at the workhouſe. 


* N Ee j "-; 
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pleafure, taught to make a figure in the 


no apprehenſion of ſquandering away 
his own, which was gone long ago. 


another, Ceatelles ſaid to my maſter, 


— What is the name of this citizen ?? 
He is called Gre- 
* gorio de Noriega, replied Don Al- 


© you a character of the man. His father, 
ho is a rich jeweller, having gone 
abroad to negociate his affairs, left him 


Gregorio is a fool, who has a diſpoſi- 
© tion prone to ſpend his eſtate; in doing 


e which, he affects the beau, and would | 


fain pals for a man of ſpirit, in deſpite. 


© him under my direction, I govern him 
© at prefent; and I can aſſure you, gen- 
£ tlemen, he is in a fair way; his finan- 
ces being already pretty well ſunk,/— 


Come, Don Matthias, let us make an 


4 little upſtart gentlemen overturned, 
© becauſe they vainly pretend to rival us 


gave me ſo much diverſion as the mis- 
'© by his. inclination; for play, and his 


« fell all, to his very houſe.“— Oh! 
das for him,” ſaid Don Antonio, he 
* deſerves. no compaſſion; for he is as 
great a coxcomb in his adveriity as he 
R 

Centelles and my maſter repairing with 
Don Alvaro to the houſe of Gregorio 


going forward, and to have an oppor- 


we 1 ſeveral people buſy in 
dreſſing the dinner; and the ragouts 
they were preparing ſent forth a ſavoury 


ſmell in favour of the taſte. The Mar- 
quis of Zeneta and Don Juan of Monca- 


originals, or rather a downright fimple-. 
ton, who affected an air of underſtand. 


to, be a great boohy, who attempted in 
vain to aſſume the carriage of a beau, 
being a very bad copy ot thoſe excellent 1 0 


ing. Imagine io yourſelf a man of this 
character in the midſt of five wags, whole* - 


ſole aim was to exerciſe their raillery' .- 


* 
1 % 1 


upon him, and engage him in inſu 


* 5 


portable expence, Gentlemea, ſaid 3 


Don Alvaro, after the firſt compliments, 


I I preleat to you Signior Gregorio de 


Noriega, as a complete cavalier. Be- 
ſides a thouſand other excellent quali- 
« fications, he poſſeſſes an underſtanding 

% exquiſitely cultivated, that you: - 


„cannot take him amiſs. Ie is equally 


* (trong. on all ſubjetts, from the moſt 


cloſe aud ſubtle logick down to the art 
© of ſpelling.— Oh, now you flatter 5 


me!“ ſaid the citizen, interrupting him 


with a very fooliſh laugh: Signior Al.. 
© varo, I may with more juſtice return 
© the compliment; for you are, as one 


* may ſay, a very draw- well of erudi- 


tion. —“ I had no deſign, replied Don 


* Alvaro, * to fiſh tor ſuch a genteel re- 


8 5 paltee; but, upon my word, gentle 5 


2 * n 
3 0 


* men, Signior Gregorio cannot fail of . 
acquiring great reputation intheworld.“ 


For my own part, ſaid; Don Anto- 
nio, * what I am moſt charmed wit, 
and what I greatly prefer to his know- 
ledge in orthography, is the judicious, 

* choice he makes of his company: in- 
*.(tead of confining himſelf to the con- 
© verſation of citizens, he cultivates :ac-' 
* quaintance with none but young lards, © : 


NN 


without giving himſelf any trouble 
© about the expence attending it. There 
is in this conduct an elevation of ſenti-* 
* meat; and it may be called ſpending -_ 
one's money. with täſte and diſcern-' 
„ wenn „ ne aa Pp ol; CO TIE 
Theſe ironical phraſes were followed 
by a thouſand more of the ſame ſart, ane 
poor Gregorio was ſpared by none +." 
them; each of the beaus, in his turn, 
breaking his jeſt, the meaning of which 
the fool did not perceive : on the con- 
trary, he took every thing in a literal: _ 
ſenſe, and appeared very happy in his 


gueſts; nay, he ſeemed even . pleaſed: 


with being turned into ridicule; and, 
in ſhort, terved them as a butt 8 
the whole time of dinner. They ſtia 


with him the remaining part of the dayy , 


5 
L cat" 
1 5 
* 1 
% * 
5 — 


and all night long, whilſt we drank at 


diſcretion as Well as our maſters ; and' | 4 
by that time they took leave of the 


citizen, we were all in an excellent 
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god hamour; agg remembering” the ö 


' aſked if I Was not famiharized to the 


__ - comrades being beloved by ſome fair 


d rels, and even in the name of my 


A young noblemany and go in queit'ef 
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e ee or þ man of gpllatiry, and: 
© 1 becomes gequainted with a fine lay. 
 A-PTER having tefreſhed myſelf with 


. 


ka 


advice I had received from Melendez, 
went my maſter not being yet awake) 

15 ee nted my reſpects to the ſteward, 
__ whoſe vanity ſeemed not a little flat. 
tered with this inſtance of my regard. 


ay 


yy 4a n 160 1 Aci Ws 1 ; 
He received me very graciouſly ; and 


WY 


__ way/of living practiſed among your nor 
blemen, I replied, that though it was 
quite new to meas yet. I did not deſpair 
of being reconciled toit in time. 
And truly this happened very ſohhnß; 
for my humour and difpoſition' fuffened! 
a thoroligh change“ 


* 1 ys : 
Ne 


ing coxcomb; and the vulet of Don An- 
tonio complimented-me on ny nietamor- 
phoſis, ſayiag, that there was now no- 
thing wanting to make me THuſtrious 
but an intrigue'; Which he affirmed was 
abſolutely neceffary towards finiſhing'the 
character of a pretty fellow; all our 


lady, and he alone being in poſſe ſſion of 
the good graces of no leſs than two w-. 
nien of quality. I pelieved the rogue 
told a:lye, and ſaid to him Monteur, 
Mogicon, to be ſute, vou are 4 hand- 
© ſome young fellow, and have a great 
deb of wit and merit} but 1 cannot 
cconceive how ladies of quality (eſpe- 
_ © cially as you don't live among ſach) - 
can allow themſelves to be charmed 
by a man of your condition, Why, 
truly,“ ſaid he, they don't-know/who 1. 
Jam. I make all my conqueſts in the 


*< maſter. I' tell you how: I dreſs my- 
I ſelt litze a young nobleman; I aſſume 
©his:behaviour, and go out to take the 


__-4air 3. Logle all the women 1 ſee, until | 


meet with one who returns the leer; 
Ser 1 follow, and find means to ſpeak. 
with. I call myſelf Don Antonſo de 

Centelles, and demand an aſſignation; 

_ upon which the lady ſtands upon cere- 
mony: I preſs her to comply; ſhe 

*yiews, et catern.. "By this conduct, my 
child,“ added he, I have ſucceeded 
in my intrigues; and I adviſe thee o 
I was. too ambitious of making a figure, 
i natto liſten to this Advice, and belides 
felt no averſion to a love incrigns Jos 
therefore reſolved to diſguiſe myſelf like 


% go ſo fur from lietne I Rarted one 


ing « om being ſedate! | 1a 
and penfive, I becatheia'brifk, e ng E. 


4 © vourably of me, when you ſhall Rn 


1 
1 


amarous adventures; but as 1 durſt ne- 
dreſs myſelf in gur houle, for fear ol. i 
being obſerved, 1 took a rich ſuft of i 
cloaths from my maſter's wardrobe, {aud | 
making it up into abunele; carried ito 
the héuſe of a little barber, a frfend ß 
mine, here I Height Lcd dreſs und _ ' 4 
undreſs with more convenience! Thete | 
'T adotned myſelfto the beiſ of my pet, 
the barber lending me an helping hand. 
in order to fet' mie off; and wher we - i 
\ Tmagined it as impoſſible to add any 
thing o my ere I walked 
wards St. Jeronie's Meadow,” from 
whence 1 was perſuaded I Montd not re- 
turn without Having found fotne Inffigie 
tomy liking: but . A 
O. 
a very brilliant expesta cn 
As I was croſſing d bynſtreet. I f. a 
lady richly dreſſed, and perfeetly gel. 
teel, come out of a ſmall houſef and get 
into à hackney: coach that*foodbefote 
the door z upon which, ſtopping ort 
to gaze, I bowed toher in ſuch a manner, 
as to inform her that Tiwas/ not at all 
diſguſted at her appearance; and ſhe; to 
let me ſee The deſerved my notice RM 


—— oO — 7 


more than imagined, lifted up het veil , _ .: 


for a moment,” and preſented a moſt 


| agreeable countenance tomy vie: mean 


while the coach drove off} and remain." 
ed in tlie ſtreet, not a little ſtruck with 
this apparition. What à charming 
.+ figure ' ſaid I to myſelf. ' Bleſs mei 
this is juſt what I wanted, to complete 
my character. If the two ladies 'who: . 
are in love'with Mogichn are as hand. 
©. ſame as this, Ipronounee him a lucky”! 
© knave: I thof}d"befcharmed with me 
fate, had I ſne/a'miffreſs.* of 
While 1 made tfieſe reflections, I caſt .. 
my eyes by accident-towatds the houle 
from hence I had feen this lovely cren- 
ture come out, and ee at a par- 
lour window, an old gentlewoman wa 
beckoned me to come m. 
I flew into the hodſe in an inſtant, aue 
fotind, in a pretty handſome parlour, 

| this venerable and diſcreet matron; Wilo. 
taking me ſor a marquis at ſeaſt, ſaluted 
me with great reſpeef, ſaying, I don't 
at all doubt, Signor, chat you have 
conceived a yery bad opinion of a Wo- 
© man Who,  without®being acquaintet 
with you, beckons You into her houſe 3 -, * 
but perhaps you will think more ta- + 


that I don't treat every body jn the 
© ſame! mannet. But "you, I ſuppoſe, 
are a cqurt lord. Von are not". 


„taken, my Losii“ Lid J, Nretebing ut 


ien * 
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my right leg, and poibg my body u 
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my left hip; Lam, without. vanity, of 


s ane of the beſt families in Spain. — 1 


18 thought ſo, by your R ; 
replied ; and I own, I love to oblige 


people of quality: that is my foible. 


I obſerved you through the window, 


4 at a la 


' * pafs-unrecompenſed,” — - 


Soong very earneſtiy (as I ſuppoſe) : 
* 


who had juſt parted from me. 


Have you a paſſion for her! tell me 
ſincerely. Upon the faith of a cour- 


Stier,! anſwered I, ſhe has captivated 


£ me. Tnever faw any thing mare tempt- 
ing than that creature. Bring us to- 
© gether,, my good mother, and depend i 
« upon my acknowledgmeut: ſuch good 
offices rendered to us grandees, ſeldom /! 


have already told replied: the 


* - 


you 4 ; 


5 


old gentlewoman, that I am wholly 


devoted to people of quality, and de- 


* 


into my houfe, | e la- 
dies, whom the exteriors ot virthe hin- 


* 


* light in being eto to them. I admit; 
e 


for inſtance, certain la- 


der from receiving their gallants,; at 


2 home; therefore I accommodate them 


+ 


with my houſe,” in order to reconcile 


the warmth of their complexions with 


the rules. of decency,'—* Very well,“ 


; aid I to her; and I ſuppoſe you have 


granted that favour to the lady in 


© queſtion, ?—* No,“ 4he replied; * this 
© ladyis/a young widowiof quality, who. 
_ © wants a lover; but ſhe is ſo nice in that 


particular, that 1 don't know: if yd 


yourſelf will pleaſe her, notwithitand- 

ling your extraordinary merit: I have 

already pre ſented to her three ſtout, ca · 
s valiers, whom the treated with. diſ- 
- © dain.'—Adzooks, my dear, cried 1, 

with an air of aſſurance, thou haſt no 


more to do, but to put me on the ſcent. 


wa 


believe me. I 
tete with a ſhy beauty, having never as 
s yet met with one of that character.“ 
Well, ſaid the old lady; if you 
come hither, to- morrow, about this 
time, your curioſity may be ſatisfied.” | 


Iwill gise thee a good account of her, 
long to have a tete a | 


1 will got fail, anſwered 15 and 
we ſhall ſee whether or not @, young 


EY Frome f Ie. : 
I returned te the houſe: of the little 


«nobleman, ſuch as I, may taſte the 
6 pleaſure of a\conquelt.? I | 


© barber, without deliciog any ether ad-.f 


., ventures, but very impatient to ſee the | 


iſſue of this. Next day, therefore, hav. 


ing been at great pains to ſet myſelf off, 


I - repaired to the old gentlewoman's 


| houſe, an hourbefore the appointment. 


« Signior,” ſaid the, I fee you are 
s punQual; and am glad of it; for you 


vill find it well worth your trouble: 1 


have ſeen your young widow, and 


8 2 4 
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- gently from her, Hold, ſaid ſhe ; « you 
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« you, that F<earinot* hold my tongue. 


„ ch 


out the incumbrance of matrimony. 


had done the day before, adprned wir 


. which, I approached her with a very 


my heart.“ The triumph, anſwer- 


men are prone to change; and your 
-* hearts, they ſay, moredifficult to keep 
than quickülver. But, my queen, 


you approve of my paſſion, let us en- 


gage without any. farther reflection, 
and embark like ſailors; whothink.on-. 


the perils of their voyage. 


happy. She 
my entreaties, 


ſoon to yield; therefore, puſhing me 


dare too forward, and have the air f a 


hate what all ladies of faſhion love: 


< againſt libertiniſm ou are cer- 


© rainly in the right? ſhe replied ; . and 


1 cannot reſiſt ſuch a convinci 


ſon. It is in vain, I find, to- uſe 


A 


T rephed, det us mind the preſent on- 5 
ly, and let futurity-ſhift for itſelf < you- 
are handſome, and I amorous; and; if 


- -, Soſaying, threw myſelf, in n tran- * 
- ſport, at the feet of my nymph; and, 
the better to imitate the .beaus, \preſſer 
her, ita Lene manner io make me 
ſee med a little moved bvß 

but thought it was too 


2. 
LY 
» 


* libertine;/Eam-afraid-you are no bet. 
Ster than a downright rake. 0 1 
Madam! ' cried I, -+ ſure vou cannet 


'* none, but tradeſmen's wives exclaim 


mace with noblemen like yeuʒ and the 
8 : . 3 3.5 A 
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5 have bad fome diſcoutſe with herabout 5 
vou. She has forbid me to ſpeak ; but 
I have cdnceived ſuch a Wien for 


make an impreſſion on. her heart, and 


In a little time the heroine of the aſ. 
{-fignation arrived in a ſtage: coach, as ſne 


familiar air, ſaying, My princeſs, be- 
5 hold a young nobleman who-is enrapt 
with your beauty Vour image, ünce 
* yelterday, has inceſſantly preſented t- 
ſelf to my imagination, and expelled a 
dütcheſs who began to get footing in 


8 
+ Pl 


i fetly enjoy it; for you young noble- 


N 
* 4 


3 


"£I# 


will be happy very ſoon, Between you 
Land me, the lady is a delicious work: 5 
her huſband lived with her but a ver 
= ſhort time; he fleeteg away, as it were, 
ke a ſnadow: ſo that ſhe is as gοο as 
a maiden,“ The good matronydoubr- - 
leſs, meant one of thoſe ſprightly ma- 
dens, Who know how to enjoy; life with» - 


all the pomp of dreſs. As ſobn as ne 
appeared in the hall, I began hy ſive or 
fx ala mode bows, accompanied with 
their moſt faſhionable contortions;; after 


\ 


ed me, taking off her Veil, is too 


ly of the pleaſures, without perceiving -—. 
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women muſt advance one half of the 


Way. Know then your victory :? add - 
ed the, with an appearance of confuſion, 
as if her modeſty ſuffered in the confeſ- 


ſion. :/ 5. you have inſpired me with ſen- 
© timents. which 1 never felt before, and 


I want only to know who you are, that 
I may determine to chufe you for my 
lover. lord, 


believe you are a young 


and moreover a man of honour. But 


of this I am not aſſured; and howſoever 
I may be prepoſſeſſed in your favour, 
el am determined not to beſtow my af- 
_ © fetion on a perſon unknown.“ 


It was then I remembered the expe- 
dient of Don Antonio's” valet, on the 


| ſame occalion ; and, after his example, 


having a mind to paſs for my maſter, 
Madam, ſaid I to my widow, I will 


© not, refuſe to tell you my name, which 


* 


I was pretty well ſtocked with impu- 
dence, this anſwer difconcerted' me a 
good deal; however, I recollected my- 
ſelf in an inſtant, and making an effort 
of genius, to extricate myſelf, Well, 
then, my angel,” ſaid I, you know a 
© lord whom=-—1I know alſo. Since 


- © you muſt have it, I am one of the 


« ſame family; his grandfather married 
my grand uncle's fiſter-in-law : ſo that 
« you ſee we are very near related. My 


I need not be aſhamed to own ; did 
«© you never hear of Don Matthias de 
Silva?“ Ves, ſhe replied; „I have 
even ſeen him at the houſe of a lady, 
lan acquaintance of mine.“ Although 


OR "SES 


name is Don Cæſar, and I am the only. 


Ribera, who was ſlain fifteen years 


© ſon of the illuſtrious Don Fernand de 


© ago, ina battle that was fought on the 
© frontiers of Portugal. I could de- 


« ſcribe the action, which was betlifhly 
© hot; but that would be loſing the pre. 


© cious moments which love prompts us 


© to employ in a more agreeable man- 
* ner.“ 97 * $US 2 


After this diſcourſe, 1 became more 
preſſing and paſſionate; but all to lit- 


tle effect ; the favours which my god- 


deſs beſtowed upon me, only ſerving- 


to make me ſigh after thoſe which ſhe 
refufed; but though the barbarous 
creature got into-her coach, that waited 
at the door, I went home very well (a- 
tisfied with my good fortune, although 
I was not yet perfectly happy. If, 
ſaid I to myſelf, © I have not been able 
to obtain the height of my wiſhes, it 
is becauſe my princeſs is a lady of rank 


© and delicacy, who thinks it indecent to 


* yield to my tranſports during the firſt 
s W The pride of her birth has 
r oh 


1 


„„ 4-76 | PSY 
[| With my fancy full of theſe. ſmiling / 
images, I returned to the houſe of my * 
barber, where I changed my dreſs, and | 
| went to wait upon my maſter at a tennis. * 
I found 


. 


* 


3 
SH 


© retarded my happineſs; which, how- 
ever, is only delayed for a few days.“ 
Not but that. I had likewiſe ſome ſuſpi- 
cions, that the whole affair was a well⸗ 
concerted trick. But I loved to conſi- 
der it in the moſt favourable point of 
view, and to preſerve the advantageous 
opinion I had conceived of the lady, 
with whom I had agreed to meet again 
next day; the hope of accompliſhing -_ 
my wiſhes giving me a taſte, by antici- 
pation, of the pleaſures I expected to 


o 


court, where knew he was. 
him engaged in play, and even perceived 


that he had been lucky: for he was none 

of thoſe phlegmatick gameſters, who en- 

rich or ruin themſelves without chang- ' | 

In his proſperity, he was | 
full of inſulting raillery; but very mo- 


ing a feature. 


role, when fortune declared againſt 


im. Leaving the tennis-court in great 

gag) hv he went directly to the 
rince's Theatre, and I followed him to 

the playhouſe door, where giving me a 


ducat, Here, Gil Blas, ſaid he, * fiace 


I have been lucky, thou ſhalt feel the 


effects of it; go and enjoy thyſelf with 


thy companions; and, about midnight, 
* come to me at the houſe of Arſenia, 
* where I am to ſup with Don Alexo 


« Segiar.* So ſaying, he went in, and 


had ſupped 
not be diſagreeable to chamber-maids, . 


W 


2 the valet de chambre 


I remained thinking how I ſhould ſpend 
my ducat, according to the intention of 
the donor. I was not long in ſuſpence. 
Clarins, Don Alexo's valet, appeared 
all of a ſudden, and I carried him to 
the next tavern, where we regaled our 
ſelves till twelve o'clock; and from 
thence repaired together to the houſe of 
See e where he was likewiſe ordered 
to rendezvous. | 
the door, and introduced us into a par 
lour, where the waiting-women of Arſe-- 
nia and Florimonda fat together, laugh- 
ing as if for a wager, while their miſtreſ- 
ſes entertained our maſters above. Gr 


A little lacquey opened 


The arrival of two merry fellows who : 
to heir ſatis faction, could 


en eee to thoſe of the actreſſes; but 
at was my aſtoniſhment, When, in the 
perſon of one of them, I beheld my wi- 
dow, my adorable widow, whom I be- 
lieved a, marchioneſs or counteſs! She 
ſeemed no leſs ſurprized at ſeeing her 
Don Cæſar de Rib 


era metamorphoſed 


_ 


- 


F 


8 


of a beau: 
however, 


. 
= 


£ 
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however, we obſerved one another with- C HA Po EE 915. 
1 out being diſconcerted; and both, at The ee . 1 
14 one time, were ſeized with ſuch a vio- Ones e x EY 
[ Jent inclination to laugh, that we could the players of the Prince's company. 
HAT day, while my maſter-was 


tf not help indulging it. After which | 
11 Laura (ſo was my princeſs called) tak- dreſſing, he received a billet from 


wy 
5 


85 


It! ing me aſide, while Clarino made up to 


her companion, very graciouſly preſent- 
ed her hand, ſaying, ſoftly, Take it 
Don Cæſar; inſtead of reproaching, 
© let us compliment one another, my 
© friend; you performed your part to 
© admiration; and 1 did not behave 
© amiſs in mine. What ſay you? con- 
'© feſs that you took me for one of thoſe 
fine ladies of quality, who amuſe them- 
© ſelves with intrigues.*—* It is true,“ 
anſwered I; © but whoſoever you are, 
my queen, I have not changed my ſen- 
'* timents with my dreſs: T beg you will 
accept my ſervices, and allow the va- 
© let de chambre of Don Matthias to fi- 
£ niſh that which Don Czfar had: ſo 
ee Hit? 7 IR Yes,” ſaid ſhe; 1 
love thee ſtill better in thy own cha- 
© racter, than in that of another: thou 
© art juſt ſuch a man as I ama woman; 
'© and that is the ſtrongeſt approbation 
© I can beſtow. I therefore receive thee 
© into the crowd of my adorers ; we ſhall 
© have no more occaſion for the miniſtry 
© of the old woman; for thou mayelt 
© come hither with the utmoſt freedom : 
© we ladies of the ſtage live without con- 
© {traint, and helter-ſkelter with the 
© men. Theeflects of this communi- 
© cation are ſometimes very viſible in- 
© deed; but the town laughs at them; 
and our buſineſs, thou knoweit, is t | 
6 divertit.? >. | 
Here we broke off, becauſe there 
were others preſent, and the converſa- 
tion became general, ſprightly, joyous, 
and full of palpable double entendres. 
Every one bore a part; Arſenia's maid 
in particular, my lovely Laura, ſhone | 
very much, and ſhewed a great, deal 
more wit than virtue. On the other 
hand, ovr maſters and the actreſſes of- 


Don Alexo's kinſman embraced and 
jpxcomphmented one another; and I was 


Don Alexo Segiar, deſiring his com- 
pany at his houſe, whither he Went; and 
found him with the Marquis of Zeneta, — 
and another young nobleman of a good 

mien, whom I had never ſeen before. 

© Don Matthias,* ſaid Segiar to my maſ- 
ter, preſenting the unknown cavalier, 


| © this is Don Pompeio de Caſtro, a rela- 


tion of mine, who has been at the court 

© of Portugal almoſt from his infancy : 

© he arrived at Madrid laſt night, and 
will ſet out to-morrow for Liſbon: ſo 
© that, as he can ſpare me only one day, 

I I am reſolved to enjoy the precious 
opportunity; and, in order to make it 
the more agreeable to him, have called 
you and the Marquis of Zeneta to my 
aſſiſtance. Upon this, my maſter and 


\ 


much pleaſed with the diſcourſe of Don 
Pompeio, who ſeemed to have a great 
\ ſhare of judgment and penetration. 
Having dined at Segiar's, theſe no- 
blemen amuſed themſelves at cards, till 
the hour of going to the play; and then 
went all together to the Prince's Thea- © 
tre, to ſee a new tragedy, intitled, The 
Queen of Carthage. After the repre. © 
ſentation of the piece, they returned, 
and ſupped where they had dined. The 
converſation, at firſt; turned on the piece 
they had ſeen performed, and after- 
wards upon the actors. As for the 
work itſelf,” cried Don Matthias, 1 
© have no great opinion of it; it makes 
* ZEneas ſtill more inſipid than he is re- 
« preſented in the Aneid; but every 
body muſt agree it was divinely play- 
© ed.,*—* What ſays Signior Don Porn” | 
* peto? he does not ſeem to be of my 
© way of thinking. : Gentlemen,” ſaid 
the cavalier ſmiling, * I have perceived 


) 


ten burſt out into long fits of laughter, 
which we overheard; and from which 
we concluded, that their diſcourſe was 
much of the ſame ſtamp with our own. 
If all the fine things which were ſaid 
that night at Arſenia's had been com- 


vou fo much charmed withyour actreſ- 
* ſes, that T ought not to be ſo bold as to 
* ſignify my diſſent from your opinions.” 
, — You are much in' the right,” ſaid 
Don Alexo in a jocular manner; * your 
* cenfures will be very unſeaſonable 


mitted to writing, they would have 
compoſed, I beheve, a treatiſe very in- 
ſtructive for youth. In the mean time, 
the hour of retreat, tht is, the daun 
arrived, and we were obliged to part. 
Clarino followed Don Alexo, and I 
went home with Don Matthias. | 


i - 1 8 SS" 
1 


© here ; and you ought to ſhew ſome re- 

* ſpect for our actreſſes before us, who 

* are the trumpets of their reputation. 

As we drink with them every day, we 

can do no leſs than warrant them per- 

« fect in their vocation; and even give 

© them certificates, if there be 2 
. h tor 
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N < for it.. I do not at all doubt it, an-; * ludes; ſhe has a fine genius, treads the- 
/.. ſwered his relation, and I dare ſay, j-* ſtage gracefully, and every witticiſm i 
. you would do the ſame for their mo- * the utters is ſeaſoned with a ſarcaſticæ 
© rals, ſo much are you their friends.“ mile, tull of charms, which very mueh |} 
5 « Your comedians at Liſbon,” ſaid the | enhances the value of what is faid. | 
8 Marquis of Zeneta, with a ſneer, are, | * She may, indeed, be blamed for in- | 
* « doubtleſs, much better than ours. — }.* dulging her fire, ſometimes, a little | | 
jo Ves, certainly, replied Don Pompeio; , too much, and tranſgreſſing the bounds | | 
d at leaſt, there are ſome of them who | * of modeſt aſſurance: but we muſt not . 
1. Ss _ © have no defect. And theſe,' reſum.. | © be too ſevere; and I could only with - WM 
d ed the Marquis, may depend upon | that ſhe would correct one bad habit Fi 
2 your certificate.'—* I have no con- | © ſhe has contratted. Oft- times, in the # 
. © nection with them, {aid Don Pompeio; | middle of a ſerious ſcene, ſhe inter- 1 
£Y and as I never enter into their parties ] © rupts the performance all of a ſudden, 
17 5 of pleaſure, can judge of their merit * by yielding to a filly deſire of laugh- F 
rt without prejudice. But do you real- | © ing; with which ſhe is ſeized. Yowll | | 
33 © Iy,* added hie, think your company | * ſay ſhe is applauded by the pit, even alt 
d ſo excellent?“ No, faith ſaid the. | * theſe times: there, Town, ſne is lucky.“ 
ſo Marquis; © I believe no ſuch thing: Well, what do you think of the 1 
Ys and provided you give me leave to de- | men ſaid the Marquis, inter e, | f 
18 * fend a very ſmall number of the | him, * ſurely. you'll charge them ful Hi 
* © players, I will willingly give up all the | * volley, ſince you have been fo unmer- | 
ed | * reſt; Won't you allow that ſhe who | © ciful to the women.“: No, ſaid Don 
* _ © played the part of Dido, is an admirable | Pompeio ; I think you have ſome pro- 
d Lactreſs? did ſhe not repreſent that | * ming young actors; and am particu- 
d * queen with all the dignity and grace |.* larly pleaſed with that fat comedian 
as © which is conformable to the idea we | © who acted the part of Dido's prime 
on © have of her? and did nor you admire | © miniſter : he repexts very naturally, 92 
at « her art in engaging the mind of | and declaims juſt as they do in Por- 
5 * the ſpeStator, and making him feel | © tugal.'—* If he can pleaſe you,“ ſaid. 
os © the emotions of all *thoſe paſſions |- Segiar,* you muſt; be charmed with 
ml © that are expreſſed ? She may be ſaid to | * the action of him who played the part 
en © be conſummately {killed in all the re- | © of Aneas. Is not he a great come- 
wo fine ments of declamation.*—* I agree,* | © dian! an original. Y—* Very original,“ 
he faid Don Pompeio,* that the knuws | replied the critick ; *his cadence is quite 
Fes © how to awake and touch the paſſions of | £ peculiar,” and his tones abundantly 
xd, © the audience; no player had ever more | * ſhrill: he almoſt deſerts nature; hur- 
he © feeling, ang, on the whole, her re--| © ries over the words which contain the 
Es © preſentation is very fine; but ſhe is far | * fentiment, and places the emphaſis 
ere. from being a_perfe&t adreſs: I was | © where it ſhould not be; making pauſes 
the ſhocked with two or three things in,| even on articles and conjunctions. He 
{I © her performance. When ſhe would | * diverted me very much; particularly * 
Kes © expreſs ſurprize, ſhe rolls her eyes in | * when he expreſſed to his confident the 
re « ſuch an extravagant manner as very | violence he did himſelf in abandoning 
> © Hl becomes the deportment of a prin-'| © the princeſs; never was grief more co- 
. '* ceſs. Add to this, that in raiſing her | mically expreffed.'—* Softly, couſin, 
m- voice, which is naturally low, the cor- | replied Don Alexo; „thou wilt make 
my © rupts the {weetneſs,of it, and produces | -* us believe, by and by, that there is 
aid 4a very diſagreeable croaking : beſides, | * not-a great deal of taſte. at the court 
ved „ places than one, ſhe gave rea- [of Portugal. Doſt thou know that the 
els © ſon to ſuipect, that ſhe did not very | © ator of whom we ſpeak is reckoned a a 
S to © well underſtand her part; but, how- | * phoenix? Didſt thou not hear what 25 
ns.“ ever, I am inclined to impute this | © claps of applauſe he obtained? A plain 
ſaid rather to inattention than want of ca- | prof that he is far from being con- 
our © pacity,” Ic © temptible.'%—< That is no proof at all,) 
ble © By what I can ſee,” ſaid Don Mat- | anſwered Don Pompeio : © gentlemen,?_ 
TE thias to the critick, „you will ſcarce | added he, let us not, I beg of you, lay 
vho « write a panegyrick on our actreſſes.” | any ſtreſs upon the applauſe of the 
on. Pardon me,“ replied Don Pompeio, pit, which is often beſtowed very un- 
we I can diſcover great talents through | * ſeaſonably; nay, more ſeldom on true 
er- their defects. 1 own, I was inchanted ] merit than on falſe, as Phædrus ob«  » 
z1VE © with that actreſs who performed the * ſerves, by an ingenious fable, which T 
FO part of a chambermaid in the inter- 1 "may leave to repeat. Here it is— 
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The inhabitants of a certain city 
4% being aſſembled in publick to ſee. 
e pantomimes, there was, among the 
< performers, a favourite actor, whom 
« they applauded every moment. This 
4 buffoon having a mind to cloſe the 
« ſcene with a new kind of repreſenta- 
<« tion, appeared alone upon the ſtage, 
« ſtooped down, covered his head with 
« his cloak, and ſqueaking like a pig, 

_ «« acquitted himſelf ſo weil, that the 
% audience attually imagined he had 
« one under his cloaths : they ordered 
& him therefore to ſtrip; which he hav- 
4e jng done, and 1.othing appearing, the 
« whole aſſembly thundered applauſe. 


% of the ſpectators, ſhocked at theſe ex- 
6 preſſions of admiration, cried, © Gen- 
e tlemen, you have little cauſe to be 
charmed with that buffoon, who 
6 is not ſuch an exquiſite actor as 
«« you imagine: I can play the pig bet- 
4 ter than he; and, if you doubt it, 
% come hither again to-morrow at this 
4 hour.” The people, prepoſſeſſed in 
te favour of their pantomimes, re- aſſem- 
a bled next day in greater numbers, 
cc r;ther to hiſs the peaſant than ſee 
4 what he could do. The two rivals 
« appearing on the ſtage, the buttoon 
« began, and was applauded more than 
« ever: then the countryman fivoping 
« jn his turn, and muffling his head in 
4% his cloak, pinched the car of a real 
4% pig, which he held under his arm, 
2 and made it ſqueak moſt piercingly : 
«« nevertheleſs, the audience gave the 
«© preference to the pantomime ; and 
£ hooted the peaſant, who all of a ſud- 
« den producing the pig to the ſpecta - 
© tors, „Gentlemen,“ ſaid he, © it is 
«© not me whom you hiſs, but this poor 
« pig himſelt; ſuch excellent judges 
4 you are!“ | | 
« Coulin,” ſaid Alexo, thy fable is 
© too ſevere; but notwithſianding thy 
© pig, we will not give up our opinion. 
Let us change the diſcourſe,” added 
he; 1 am tired of the ſubject. So, 
thou wilt depart to-morrow, in ſpite 
© of my deſire to enjoy thy company a 
© little longer ?*—* I with I could make 
© a longer itay in Madrid,” replied his 
kinſman; * but it is not in my power. 
© I have role you already, that I came [ 
© to the court of Spain about an affair 
© of ſtate'; and at my arrival yeſterday, 
had an audience of the prime miniſter, 
© whom I ſhall ſee again to-morrow 
morning; immediately after which, I 
£ ſhall ſet out on my return to Liſbon,” 


« A peaſant, who happened to be one | 


| © condition to ſerve with honour. After 


* 


-—* Thou art become altogether Portu- 


a 


© gueze,? ſaid Segiar; and, in all like- 
© lihood, wilt never return to live in 
Madrid.. I believe I ſhall not,“ an- 
ſwered Don Pompeio; for I am ſo 
happy as to be beloved by the king of 
Portugal, and enjoy a great deal of 
* pleaſure at his court: but, notwith- 
« ſtanding his kindneſs to me, would 
« you believe that I have been on the 
point of quitting his dominions for 
« ever ?*—* Pray tell us the reaſon!” ſaid 
Don Alexo. With all my heart,“ an- 
ſwered Don Pompeio; and at the 
* ſame time 1 will relate the ſtory of 
my life. . 
HT. 
The hiſtory of Don Pompeio de Caſtro. 
6 ON Alexo, added he, ©* knows, 
& / * that while I was yet a boy, 
I reſolved to carry arms; and that 
© ſeeing our own country in profound 
peace, I went to Portu al, from hence 
J paſſed over into Africa, with the 
* Duke of Braganza, who gave me em- 
* ployment in the army under his com- 
mand. Being a younger brother, of 
© very ſmall fortune, I was under a ne- 
* ceſlity of ſignalizing myſelf in ſuch a 
© manner as to attract the notice of the 
general; and did my duty ſo well, that 
* the duke promoted and put me in a 


* a long war, the iſſue of which you all 
* know, 1 attached myſelf to the court; 
* and the king, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the general officers, gratified 
me with a conſiderable penſion. Sen- 
ſible of this monarch's generoſity, I 
loſt no occaſion of manifeſting my 
* gratitude by my aſſiduity; and was 
© always in attendance at thoſe hours 
in which people are permitted to pay 


©* their reſpects; by which behaviour, 


J inſenſibly acquired the love of that 

prince, who honoured me with new 

* favours. | | 
Having one day diſtinguiſhed myſelf _ 

© at the ring, and a bull-fight that pre- 

* ceded it, the whole court commended 

my ſtrength and addreſs; and when 1 

returned home, loaded with applauſe, 

J found a billet, importing, that a 

lady, the conqueſt of w hom ought to 

© flatter me more than all the honour 1 

© had that day acquired, wanted to con- 

* verſe with me; and that I ſhould, in 

* the twilight, repair to a certain place 

* that was deſcribed. This letter gave 

me more pleafure than all the praiſe T 


© had received; and I imagined that the 


lady 


« perſon who wrote it, muſt be a 
a | | © of 


— 


e 


1 


of the firſt quality. | You may eaſily 
« oueſs, that 1 flew to the rendezvous, 


« where an old woman being in wait- 


* ing. to ſerve as a guide, introduced 
me, b 
great 


ouſe, and ſhut me into a rich 


* cloſet, ſaying, Stay here, until 1 


« inform my miſtreſs of your arrival.“ 
<1 perceived a great many curious 
things in this cloſet, - which was en- 
* lightened by a great number of wax- 
£ candles; but my ſole view in confider- 
6 ing it's magnificence, was to confirm 
* myſelf in the opinion 1 had already 
© conceived of the lady's rank. 
« that I ſaw ſeemed to aſſure me ſhe was 
* agperſon of the firſt quality, when ſhe 
'« appeared, I was convinced of it, by 


© her noble and majeſtick air: never». 


« thelefſs,-I was miſtaken, 


„ Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid\ſhe, «after 


the advances I have made, it would 
« be ridiculous to conceal the tender 
4 ſentiments I have for you; which, 


„ however, were, not inſpired by that 
« merit you have this day ſhewn before 


* the whole court: that only has haſ- 
«© tened the diſcovery; for I have ſeen 


« you more than once, and enquired 


« into your character; which pleaſes 
« me ſo much; that I determined to 
follow my inclination. Do not ima- 
« vine,” added ſhe, “that you have 
% made a conqueſt of ſome dutcheſs : I 
* am no other than the widow of a ſim- 
« ple officer of the king's guards: but 


«© what makes your victory ſtill more 


% glorious, is the preference I give you 


to one of the greateſt lords of the 


« kingdom. The Duke of Almeyda is 
e in love with me, and ſpares nothing 
« to inflame me with a mutual paſſion ; 
* but hitherto he has been unſucceſsful, 
« and 1 ſuffer his addreſſes only through 
« yanity.®; 


Though I found by her diſcourſe 


© that I had to do with a coquette, I 
thought myſelf very much obliged to 
fortune for this adventure. Donna 
* Hortenlia (ſo was the lady called) was 
\ ſtill in the prime of youth; and I was 


« dazzled with her beauty: belides, ſne 


* offered me the poſſeſſion of a heart 


© which would not yield to the addreſſes 


of a duke. What a triumph was this 
« for a young Spaniſh cavalier! I ac- 
« cordingly threw myſelf at her feet, 
* thanked her for her goodneſs, ſaid all 
* that a man of gallantry could utter on 
ſuch an occaſion, and ſhe had reaſon 
« to be ſatisfied with the tranſports of my 
* gratitude, We parted the beſt.friends 
in the world, after having agreed to 
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a little Fe door, into a 


If all 
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| © ſee one another every night on which 
© ſhe. ſhould be difengaged from the 
Duke of Almeyda, and this ſhe pro- 
| * miſed to advertiſe me of punctually ; / 
jn which the did not fail; ſo that, in 
* a word, 1 became the Adonis of this 
© new Venus. e Tg 
But the pleaſures of life are far from 
being eternal! Whatever meaſures the 
lady could take to conceal our correſ- 
* pondence from my rival, he did not 
© fail to get notice of the whole of what 
it was ſo much our intereſt to keep 
from his knowledge. A malecontent 
© chambermaid in formed him of the af. 
fair; and that lord, naturally gene- 


rous, but withal haughty, jealous, and 


* paſſionate, was incenſed at my pre- 
s — rage and jealouſy took pol. 
* ſeſſion of his ſoul; and following the 
© dictates of his fury, he reſolved to 
« avenge himſelf of me in an infamous 
manner. One night, while L was with 
© Hortenſia, he waited for me at the 
little garden-door, attended by all his 

* footmen, armed with clubs; and as 
*foon as 1 came out, making theſe ' 
« wretches ſeize me, ordered them to 
© cudgel me to death. Strike,” ſaid 
he; & and let the audacious villain pe- 
« riſh under your hands; for ſo I am 
«reſolved to puniſl 
* had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, than 
his people aſſaulted me all together, 

© and gave me ſo many blows, that I 
lay ſtretched upon the ground without 
* ſenſe or motion: after which they re- 
© tired with their maſter, who had re- 

« galed himſelf with this cruel execu- 
© tion, and I remained as they left we 
© during the. reſt of the night. At break 
of day, ſome peop's happened to paſs,. ' 
and perceiving ſtil ſome life in me, 
© were: ſo charitable as to car to 
the houſe of a ſurgeon: lackily my 
s wounds were not mortal, and I feſl 
© into the hands of a ſkilful artiſt, Who 


© repaired again to court, and reſumed 
my former way of living; ſave that L- 
© never went back to Hortenſia, who on 
her part took no ſtep to fee me again, 


© pardoned her infidelity, © _ 
My adventure being univerſally * 
y. fuſpetting my 
© courage, every one was aftonifhed to 
« ſee me as tranquil as if I had n&t re-. -. 


_* ceived an affront; for I imparted my 
thoughts to no man breathi 


ng, and. 


© ſeemed-to be void of all reſentment; 


ſo that people did not know what to 
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his inſolence.“ He 


© made a perfect cure of me in two 
months; at the end, of which time 1 


© becauſe the duke, on theſe terms, had ; 


5 
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think of my feigned inſenſibility. Some 
6 beleved- that, 
courage, the rank of my antagonitt kept 
£ me in awe, and obliged me to digeſt the 
injury; others, with more realon, ſuſ- 
« pected my filence, and locked upon 
« the peaccable appearance I put on, as 
« a deceitful calm, Ot this opinion was 
« the king, who did not think me a per- 
« ſon that would leave ſuch an outrage 
£ unpuniſhed ; but believed that! would 
© not fail to revenge myſelf as-foon as 1 
could find a favourable opportunity. 

That he might Know whether or not 
© he gueffed my ſentiments aright, he 
«© called me one day into his cloſet, | 


s where he ſaid, © Don Pompeio, I know 
z the accident which has happened to 


« you ; and am, I confeſs, turprized at 
«© your tranquil; ity, which mult certainly 
« be diffimulation.”—+* Sire,” I replied, 
&«& I know not who was the aggrellor, 
% having been attacked in the dark by 
66 people unknown; ſo that I muſt con- 
4 fole myicif for the misfortune as well 
as I can. - No, no,” ſaid the king; 
6 you sulſt not think to dupe me with 
< that evalion, which 1s.all difſſembled : 
4 I have been informed of the whole 
e affair; the Duke of- Almeyda has 
«: given you a mortal affront. Wou are 
« a gentleman, and a Caſtilian; and I 
4% know what theſe qualities oblige you 
« to do. You have formed a reſolution 
« to avenge yourſelf. Communicate 
4c your ſcheme to me: I inſiſt upon it. 
and don't be afraid that you thall have 
« caule to repent of making me your 
« conkdent.”” 

Since your Majeſty,” anten . 
commands it, I wiil diſcover my len. 
« timents. Ves, Sire, I intend to take 
4% yengeance for the affront I have ſuf- 


4 fered, Every one who bears the name 


«of a gentleman, is accountable for it 
© to, his family. You know the unworthy 


Ef treatment I have received; and I pur- 


4 poſe to aſſaſſinate tlie Duke of Almey- 
4% da, to revenge myleif in a manner 
« ſuitable to the offence. I will plunge 
2 poniard in his breaſt, or thoot him 
-* through the head, and eſcape, if I can, 
into Spain. This'is my delign.”—\t 
% js a violent one,” ſaid the king; 
«© nevertheleſs, I cannot condemn it, af. 
beter the cruel outrage which the Dake 


of Almeyda has committed upon you:? 


„he is worthy of the chaſtifement you 
it reſerve ſor him; but do not execute 
« your enterprize in a hurry. Leave it 
„to me to find out an expedient for 
Wi bringing you to an accommodation.” 

Anh, Sire!“ cricd I, very much cha- 


' 
notwithſtanding my- 


allow himſelf to be caned ?”— 
. © replied the monarch ; 


not ſtrike you. 


. * this mortifying condeſcenſion. 


— 


7 grined; 1 why did you oblige me to 


„reveal my ſecret? What expedient, 
% can if 1 don't find one to your 


„ fſatis faction,“ ſaid he, i interrupting me, 


« you may put your reſolution in prac- 
« tice. 1 don't intend to abuſe the con- 
e fidence you have..repoſed in me, and 
will by no means betray your henour.: 
4 ſo that you may make yourſelf eaſy on 
that ſcore.“ 

I was greatly at a loſs to know in 
*what manner the king pretended to 
© terminate this affair in an amicable 
manner: and this is the method he 

\ 7 

took. Ina private converſation with 
"the Duke of Almeyda, My lord,“ 
© {aid he, „you have injured Don 0 
6 peio de Caſtro ; and as you ate hot 


ignorant ot his being a man of illuſtri- 


% gus birth, and a gentleman whom J 
© love on account of his faithful ſervices, 
©. you ought to give him ſatisfaction.““ 


—* am not of an humour to refuſe it,“ 


"anſwered the duke; “ if he complains 
*ot my wrath, I am ready to do him 
89 juſtice in the field.“ “' Vou muſt 
«oive him another ſort of reparation,“ 
© replied the king. © A Spanith gen- 
© teman underſtands the point of on- 
* our too well, to fight opealy with a 
&« ſecret aſfaſlin, 1 can give you no other 


„name; and you cannot expiate the in- 


„ dignity of your action any other way, 
* than by preicnting your enemy with 


— “ O Heavens!” cried the duke; 
obs what, Sire! would you have a man 
of my rank condeſcend to humble 
ce himfelf before a ſimple cavalier, and 
„No, ” 
„ will make 
« Pon Pompeio promiſe that he wil 
Only aſk pardon for 
„the viot:nce you committed, and pre- 
« ſent him with a cane—that is all I ex: 
* pect of you.”—* And that is too 
© tnuch to expect from me, Sir,“ ſaid 
© the duke, interrupting him haſtily ; 


„ will rather continue expoſed to the 


e ſecret ſhafts of his revenge.”—* Your 
„lite is dear to me,” ſaid the king; 

and my deſire is, chat this affair may 
* have no bad conſequences. To bring 


« jt toa concluſion the leſs diſagreeable 


for you, I will be the only witneſs to 
that ſatisfaction which I infiſt on your 

making to the Spaniard.“ 
The King had occafion for all his 
«© power over the duke, to bring him to. 
How- 
ever, he ſucceeded ; and afterwards, 
« ſending for me, recounted. the diſ- 
© courle he had with my enemy, and 
2 7 


„a cane, and lubmuting to a retaliation.““ 
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5 © happened, if he had not made a falſe 
_ © ſtep in retreating, and fallen backward. 
_ * Iſtopt immediately, and bid him get 


© reparation agreed upon between them. 


me with the cane which he had in his 


4 made, not to {ſtrike the duke.“ No, 


e determine your quarrel like men of 


equal. Come, Don Pompeio,” ſaid 
he, let us decide our difference here: 


the higheſt pitch; you, for the treat- 


With theſe words, he drew upon me 
_ © ſo ſuddenly, that I had no time to make 
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« aſked if I would be ſatisfied with the 


« I anſwered in the affirmative, and gave 


* my. word and honour, that far from | 
s after this jaſtance of your generoſity, + 
“ hohour will not permit me to uſe my 
What would the - 


« ſtriking the offender, 'I would, not even 
© accept of the cane he ſhonld preſent to 
* me. Things being regulated in this 
manner, the duke and I, one day, 
«went at a certain hour to tlie king, who 
«ſhutting himſelf up with us im the cloſer, 
« Come,” ſaid he to the duke, **ack- 
«© nowledge your fault, and deſerve to 
« be forgiven.” Upon this, my ene- ' 
my made his apology, and: preſented 


hand. Don Pompeio,” ſaid the 


? © a 
1 
mY 


* 


. 
** ſaid I, „ as. to take the ad vantage of 
your misfortune; get up once more, 
dend ens RNC out + gz; 
„Don Pompetia,” ſaid he, riſing, 


ws . 
” 
7 
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& ſword againſt yon. 
« world ſay of me ſhould I kill you? I 
e ſhould be looked upon as a coward, 
who had taken the life of a perſon 
ho had it in his power to deprive me 
„of mine. 5 
« ger fight againſt you, and I feel the 


«thoſe furious emotions which reigned 


s monarch to me that inſtant, © take the added he, let our mutuat hatred ceaſe : 


« cane, and let not my preſence hinder | 
cc you from ſatisfying your-ipjured hun= 
«gur : Tacquit you of the promiſe you 


Sir,“ anſwered 1, © it is ſufficient that 
© he ſubmits to be beaten ;' an injured 
« Spaniard aſks no more.”—* Well,” 
© replied the king, fince you are con- 
c tented with that ſatisfaction, you may 
© now enjoy the privilege of a regular 
« proceſs: meaſure your ſwords, and 


«© honour,” “ It is what1 ardently de- 
« fire !”” cried the Duke of Almeyda, 
«with precipitation, „and that alone is 
c capable of conſoling me for the ſhame- 
« ful condeſcenſion I have made.” 

_ © So ſaying, he went away fullof rage 
© and confuſion ; and two hours after 
« ſent to let me know that he waited for: 
me in a private place. Thither I re-. 
© paired, and found that lord in a humour 
to fight heartily. He was not quite 
« forty, and wanted neither courage nor 
« ſkill, ſo that the match was pretty 


& both of us ought to be exaſperated to 


t ment you have received at my hands; 
c and I, for having aſked your pardon.“ 


© any reply, and puſhed with great 
© vigour; but I had the good fortune 
© to parry all his thruſts, and attacked” 
him in my turn; when I found I had 
„to do with an antagoniſt who knew 
© how to defend as well as to aſſault; 
and I don't know what might have 


up; and he anſwered, ©* Why do you 
0 fpare me ? Tam injured by your pity.” 


— Ah, my 


joy! I vow the moſt fincere friend- 
„ ſhip; and, as ths firſt proof, promiſe. 
« never to fet foot within the door of. 


* who'muſt yield that lady to you; you. 
© have a juſter title to her, fince her in- 
% clination is fixed upon you.“ No, 
„no,“ cried I, interrupting him; * you. 
© love her; and the favours which the 


you pain: I ſacrifice them, therefore}. 


to your repoſe.“ ' Ah, too generous _ 


-«« Caſtilian !*? replied the duke, lock- 
© ing me in his arms, I am charmed 
«© with your ſentiments-! What remorſe 
do they produce within me! With 
„ what grief—with what ſhame do I re- 
« flect on the outrage you have re- 
« ceived! The ſatisfaction I gave you 


for the injury; and in order to efface 
e the diſhonour of it entirely, I offer 
one of my nieces to you in marriage: 


and ſtil] more beautiful than young.“ 
I made my 'compliments to the duke 
in ſuch expreſſions of acknowledge- 
ment, as the honour of entering into 
his alliance inſpired; and in a very few. 
days married his niece. * The whole 
© court congratulated him on his genero- 
e ſity to a gentleman whom he had co- 
vered with ignominy; and my friends 
© rejoiced with me, on the happy con- 


to promiſe a more melancholy iſſue. 


« wife, of whom I. am (till fond; the 


—'* I will not wrong my glory ſo much,“ 


* 1 * 
6 


:* freſh proofs of his friendſhip; a 
FT a Sat 


warm tranſports of gratitude ſucceed . 


« Donna Hortenſia, even tho? the ſhould . 
„ defire to fee me.” It js I,” ſaid he, 


% might beſtow upon me, would give 


% ſhe'is'a rich heireſs, not yet fifteen, 


cluſion of an adventure whichi'ſeemed. 


I can, therefore, no lon-' , 


% within my breaſt. Don Pompeio,” 


e let us even go farther, and be friends.? | 
| lord,“ cried 1, *©1 em- 
„ brace the agreeable propoſal with .- 


« in the king's cloſet, ſeems now too N 
tollight; I will make a better reparatlon__ 


Since that time, gentlemen, I lire 
| © agreeably at Liſbon, beloved by my 
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© cient evidence of his eſteem,” 


not haſt till day; becauſe Don 
who was to attend the prime miniſter in 
tle reſt. 


with his kinſman. 


; ink, and ſet 8 to obey Don 


g dare boaſt of being pretty well with the | 
© King of Portugal, the importance of. 


* this my journey to Madrid, which I. 
* undertook by his order, being a ſuffi- 


en Ar VIII. 


By what accident Gil Blas was obliged to 
| ſeel a new place. 


Z VE was the ſtory that Don Pom- 


peio recounted, and which the valet 


of Don Alexo and I overheard, al- 


though they had taken the precaution 
of ſending us away before it was begun : 


but inſtead of retiring, we ſtopped at 


the Joor, which we had left half open, 
and from thence loſt not a word of what 


| was ſaid. After this, the noblemen ſet 


in to drinking, but their dehanch did 
ompeio, 


the morning, was very deſirous of a lit- 


cavalier, bid him adieu, and left him 


We went to bed for this time, before 


morn; and Don Matthias, when he a- 
waked, inveſted me with a new employ- . 
mens. Gil Blas,” ſaid he, take paper 


© and ink, and write two or three letters 


"© which I will dictate ; henceforward 
thou art my fecretary.'—* Good !! ſaid 


I tu myſelf, another addition to my 
functions. As a lacquey, I follow my 


' © maſter every where; as a valet de 


* chambre, help him todreſs ; and write 
under him as his ſecretary : Hea- 
ven be praiſed ! I at&t, like Hecate, in 
a threefold capacity. Thou doſt not 
know, added he, what I am about, 
« which is briefly this—but be ſecret ; 
« for thy life ſhall anſwer it. As I ſome- 
times meet with people who boaſt of 
© their good fortune in love intrigues, I 
am reſolved, in order toexceſ them all, 


to have always in my pocket feigned 


© letters from women, which I will read 
* on: ſuch occaſions. This will afford 


me ſome diverſion, and, more happy 
than thoſe of my fellows, who acquire 
© conqueſts only forthe pleaſure of mak- 


ing them publick, I will publiſh thoſe 


- © which I have not had the trouble to 
make: but remember to diſguiſe thy 


© hand in ſuch a manner, as that the bil- 

© lets may not appear to be written by 
the ſame perſon.” es 

Upon this, I took paper, pen and 

Lronhins, 

who at firſt dictated a loye-letter in theſe 

terms, 
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y > was not to-night at the lace” 
1 of aſſignation. Ah, Don Mat- 


Accordingly, the Marquis of 
Zeneta and my maſter embracing that 


% 
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\ © thias ! what can you ſay to juſtify your. 


© ſelf? How much have I been miſtaken, + 
and how well have I been puniſhed for 
| © having the vanity: to think, that you 
| * would ſacrifice all the amuſements and 
© buſineſs of the gay world to the plea- 


© ſure of ſeeing 


him to the Ifland of Cythera. - 


ty. Upon which, I could not help ob- 
ſerving, that I thought it a tickliſh at- 


the letters in his pocket, and went out; 


and I followed him to the houſe of Don, 


Juan de Moncada, who had invited five 


* 


ner. : 


banquets, reigned during the repaſt. 


to believe them genuine. 


this effrontery, there was one Don Lope 


apartment. 


6 A 


or ſix gentlemen of his friends to din- 


The entertainment was. ſumptuous; | 
and mirth, the beſt ingredient in all, 


All the gueſts contributed to enliven , 
the converſation ; ſome by raillery, and 
others by recounting exploits of which 
they themſelves were the heroes. My 
malter, unwilling to loſe ſuch a fair op- 
portunity of profiting by the letters he 
had made me write, read them aloud, 
with ſuch an air of aſſurance, that (his 
ſecretary excepted) every. body ſeemed __ 
Among the 
gentlemen before whom he was guilty\of 


de Velaſco, a very ſedate man; Who, 
inſtead of rejoicing, like the reſt, at the 
ſucceſs of the reader, coldly aſked, if 
the conqueſt of Donna Clara had coſt. 
him dear. 4 Almoſt leſs than nothing,, 
replied Don Matthias; ſhe made all the 
* advances, Having.ſeen me in the park, 
* I happened to pleaſe her; upon which 

© I was followed by her order; and, as, 
*ſoon as ſhe learned who I was, ſhe,” 
wrote to me, appointing an aſſignation , 
* at her houſe in the night, when all the, 
family ſhould be a- bed. I obeyed the 
* ſummons, and was introduced to her 
I am too much ot a gen- 
-| tleman to tell what followed. 


© Donna CLARA DE MenDOza,' | 


The next billlet he made me write, was 
in the name of a lady who preſerred him 
to a prince; and the laſt, from one Who 
told him, that if ſhe was ſure of his diſ- 
cretion, ſhe would make eee 

He was 
not ſatisfied with dictating theſe fine epiſ- 
tles; he obliged me alſo to ſubſcribe. 
them with the names of ladies of quali- 


fair; but he deſired me to keep my ad- 
vice to myſelf, until he ſhould have oc- 
fron to aſk it. I was therefore obliged. 
to execute his commands in ſilence. ' \ 
| This being done, he got up, dreſſed, put - 


r ; 


At 


- 
I a: Set LL 


AC WS. ONES CO OP "LOR NPR IT . 


* HOY 9 N, — 
” 


— 


— — 


At chis laconick: detail, the Lord of 


- 


| Velaſeo changed countenance; and it 


was not difficult to | pin what con- 
cern he had in the lady in queſtion: < All 


- * theſe billets, ſaidihe, dagting a furious} 


look at my maſter, are abſolulely 
* falſe, and eſpecially that which you: 


b boaſt of having recei ved from Donna 
Clara de Mendoza, than whom there 


4 is hot a more chaſte young lady in 


Spain. A gentleman, no ways your 


inferior either in birth or perſonal 
4 merit, has dene every thing in his 
power, during two whole pears, to 


make an impreſſion on her heart 3 and 


« ſcarce has he been able to obtain the 
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that I have juſt nom got 0 a — | 


the young man that I am aſleep, ard 
© bid him return at another time. He 
muſt ſpeak with you inſtantly,” rephiea 
he; © for he affures me, that the affair 
will admit of no delay.“ At thefe 
words, T got up; and putting on my 
door, curſing alt the way. * Friend}? 


4 


ſaick l td the young man who waited fer 


me, et me know, if you pleaſe, hat 
«preſſing: affair procures:me the honour 
v of ſeeing you ſo early in the morning?” 
I have, anfwered he, a letter for 
Don Matthias, to be delivered inte his 
« own. hand. He muſt read it imme 


© moſt innocent favours; though he has 1 « diately, for it is of the utmoſt conſt. 


« reaſon to. flatter himſelf, that, if ſhe 
was capable of grantiug any other in- 
* dulgence, it would be to him alone. 
© Heyday 1 who W 61 to the 
« contrafy ?* faid Don Matthias, with 


© that the is a lady of  hofiour,; aid, , 
for my part, I am a young (fellow of 


5 " honouf; conſequently yen ought to 


* believe, that nothing which was not 
* very honourable paſſed between us. 


Ahl this is too much,” ctied Don Lope, 


interrupting him; . — apart, you 
* are an impoſtor. Do 
* made ar aſſignation with you at hight; 


and I will not ſuffer you to blatken her 
I-ſhall fay no more at 


reputation. 
; 3 Having thus expteſſed him- 
e 


f, he looked ſternly at the whole com- 


pany, and retired in ſuch a manner, as 
to make me believe that this affair would 
have very bad conſequences. My matter, 

who was brave enough fora lord of his 


character, defpiling the threats of Don 


Lope, What a fool there is ' eried 


he, burſting into a fit of laughter; 
your knights-errant pretended only to 
maintain tſſe heauty of their miſtreſſes ; 
but he, forſooth, muſt vindicate the 
chaſtity of his. Now, this to me ſeem 
©« ſtill more extravagant“. 
Velaſco's retreat, which was in vain 
oppoſed by Moncado, did not at all diſ- 


turb the banquet; the cavaliers, withour 
much notive of it, continued their 
mirth, and did not part till next morn- 


taking 


ing at five o'clock; when my maſter and 
I went home to bed. I was overwhelmed: 
with drowzineſs, and hoped to enjoy a 
foe fleep j but I reckoned without my 

oft, or rather without our porter, who 
came and wakened me an hour after, 
telling me tliat there was a young man 
at the gate, who wanted to ſpeak; with 


me. Ah, curſe. thee. for à porter '!* 


eried L yawning; doſt thou confider | thias, avhoin I found without me, 


onna Clara never 


© quence to him; I beg you will there 


fore ſhem me into his chamber.“ 
Thinking it treated of ſome very im 
portant affair I toek the liberty of wak- 


| | ing my maſter : I aſk'pardon,? ſuid 1 
an air of raillery. I agree with you, | to him, for interruptiug your repoſe 3 


but the importante. What wouldſt 
thou have“ cried be haſtily ; upon 
which the young man who aceompanſed 
me, ſaid,” My Lord, 1 have a letter for 
you, from Don Lope de  Velaſeo.” 


Don Matthias took, opened, and having 


read it, ſaid to, Don Lope's valet, 
Hark'e, child, I would not get up 50. 


« ty. of pleaſure that Ever was propoled ; 
$ judge, then, if I ſhall riſe N e 
© in the morning to fight. Thou mayeſt 
tell thy mater, if he will be in the 
« ſame place half an hour after twelve, 
1 will meet him there“ 80 faying/he 
ſank down in his bed, and ſell alleap 
again with great et pe dition. 
| - Between eleven and twelve he got 
up; an, dreſſing with great compo- 
ſure, went out, telling me, he would 
- diſpenſe. with my attendance”: but 1 
was too curious toe know the cbnſb 
quence, to obey him in this; and there 
fore walked at ſome diſtance behind. 


him to St. Jerome's "Meadow," Where 


+ perceived Don Lope de Velaſco wait. 


—— 


ing for him in a reſolute manner The 


better to obſerve them, I conctaled my- 


| ſelf; and, from afar; ' could fee them 
meet, and begin to fight a mement 


— 


after. The combat was long et 
in his tuen, h 
goniſt with gteat vigour and addieſy; 
but victory declared for Don 
who run my rafter through the 
and, leaving him ſtretched upen the 
ground; mude off, very well farisficd 
ran up to the unfortunate Don Mat. 


7 


fore noon to make one in the beſt par- 


ing puſhed his anta- 
bode; 


with the vengeanee he had faken. 1 
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1 was melted | 


at the fight, and could not help ſhed- 


ding tears, at a death of which 1 had 


been an involuntary inſtrument. Not- 


withſtanding my grief, however, I did 


not forget my on little concerns; but 
returned home with all haſte; where 
(without ſpeaking a ſyllable of the mat. 


ter) I made up a bundle of my cloaths ; 


among which I threw, by miſtake, fome 
of my maſter's moveables; and when 1 
had carried it to the barber's houſe, 


where 1 had left my intriguing ſuit, 
publiſhed through the whole city the 
fatal accident, of which I was witneſs: 


J told it to every body who gave me 


care to inform Rodriguez of what had 


happened. He ſeemed leſs afflicted with 


the news, than buſied about the mea- 
fures he was to take on this occaſion. 


Having alſembled the ſervants, he or- 


dered them to follow him; and repair- 


ing in a body to St. Jerome's Meadow, 


the hearing; and, in particulat, took 


we took up our maſter; who, though 
he ſtill "breathed, died in three hours 


after he was carried to his own Houle. 
'Thus periſhed Don Matthias de Silva, 


for having taken it into his head to read 


forged love-letters at an unſeaſonable 
time. 1 ; ES 


: VE 
Of the perſon in wheſe ſervice he engaged, 


e Y; Dos e a 1 eyes on your lordſhip, and believe yuu 


© would not be an iniproper perſon for 
that empboyment.“ “ I perceive# an- 


Sila. 


Matthias, all his ſervants being 


paid and difinitſed, I fixed my abode in 


A Few days after the funeral of Don N 


the houſe of the little barber, with 
whem I began to live in {trict friend-. 


to enquire about a new place: beſides, 
'] was become nice on that point, and 
reſolved to ſerve none but the quality 


for the future; for which reaſon I in- 


tended to examine narrowly into what- 
ever poſt ſhould: occur, believing that 
there was none too good for ine; ſo much 
-did I then think the valet of a young 


. nobleman preferable to all others. 


In the mean time, until fortune ſhould 
preſent ſuch a family as I thought I de- 
ſerved, I imagined nothing could be 


more agreeable than to conſecrate my 


leiſure to my handſome Laura, whom 1 
had not ſeen ſince that night, when we 


were both ſp pleaſantly undeceived. I 
durſt not drels in the ſuit of Don Ceſar. 


de Ribera, which (unleſs I had aſſumed 


ſnip; and there I promiſed myſelf more 
pleaſure than with Melendez. As I 
did not want money, I was in no hurry. 


4 


Ki 
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barber's aſſiſtance, in a middle way, be- 
tween Don Cæſar and Gil Blas, and in 
this condition repaired to Arſenia's. 
houſe ; where, finding Laura alone, in 


the ſame parlour where 1 had ſeen her 


before, ſhe no ſooner perceived me, than 
ſhecried, Hal are vou there? I thought 
I had loſt you. Seven or eight days 
are paſſed ſince I gave you the per- 


1 excuſed myſelf on account of my 
maſter's death, and the buſineſs in whic 
I had been engaged; and added, in a 


4 
1 


+ miſſion of viſiting me: I ſee you don't '- 
* abule the liberties in which the ladies 
'* indulge 2 We f NAA 


very polite manner, that even in the 


midit of all my cares, the fair Laura 


had ſtill kept pofleſſion of my heart. 
« Well, then,“ ſaid ſne, Iwill reproach 
© you. no more; but own, that J have 
© alſo thought of you; and as ſoon: as I 
heard of the misfortune of Don Mat- 
« thias, formed a project, which perhaps 
* will not difpleaſe you. Some time 
© ayo, I heard my miſtreſs ſay, that ſhe 
wanted to have a kind of ſteward in 
the houſe; a young man who ſhould 
* underſtand ceconomy, and keep an 
© exact account of the money diſburſed 
for houſe-keeping: '. I have caſt my 


ſwered I, that 1 ſhould acquit myſelf 
© in it to a wonder; for I have read 


4 Ariſtotte's Oeconomicks; and as to 


© keeping accounts, it is my chief ex- 
© cellence. But, child,“ added I, there 


is one objection to my engaging in 


© Arſenia's ſervice.%—* What may tbat 
© be ?* laid Laura.—* I have ſworn, I 
replied, never to ferve a plebeian: 
* nay, I have ſworn by Styx; and if 
Jupiter himſelf durſt not violate that 


«© gard it.'——* Whom doſt thou call 
* plebeians?* ſaid the chamber-maid, 
with an air of diſdain. * Doſt thou rank 
* actreſſes with the wives of counſelors 
and attornies? Know, friend, that the 
ladies of. the ſtage are not only noble, 


© but arch-noble, by the alliances they 
contract with men of quality.? 

If that be the caſe, my princeſs,“ 
ſaid I, I may accept of the place for 
which you have deſtined me, without 


« derogating from the dignity of my re- 


* ſolution. *—* Certainly,“ ſhe replied. 
” n 


b * 


yy 


* oath, judge if a valet ought not to re- 


/ 


to paſs from the family of a beau into 
the ſervice of a theatrical heroine, is 
t ſtill to maintain the ſame ſphere of 
lite; for we rank in all reſpects with 
' $the quality: we keep equipages like 


conſider 4 marquis and a 0 
through the courſe of a day, we ſhall 
find them upon a pretty equal footing: 


the people at court. O] truly,“ I 
replied, * you are, without contradiction, 


ſcums as I imagined; and you fire me 


in thy behalf; and as I have ſome in- 


not a little page come to tell my prin- 


— 
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„them; we live as well; and, at bot- 


* tory, ought to hold the ſame eſteem in 0 


« civil life. Really, added ſhe, if we 
player, 


for, granting that the marquis, during 
three parts of the day, is, by virtue of 
his blood, ſuperior to the player ; the 


* actor,” during the remaining part, is 
© raifed ſtill more above the marquis, 


by the cue of an emperor or king 
whom he repreſents. This, in my 
opinion, inveſts us with ſuch nobility 
and grandeur as at leaſt equals us to 


on a level with the courtiers. What 
© the deuce! players, I find, are not ſuch 


« with-inclination to ſerve ſuch honour- 
able people.! Well, then,“ ſaid ſhe, 
come back again in two days: I aſk 
© no more time to diſpoſe my miſtreſs 
« for thy reception. I will ſpeak to her 


© tereſt with her, am perſuaded that thou 


© wilt be admitted into her ſervice.* 


I thanked Laura for her friendthip, 
and affured her, that 1 was penetrated 
with gratitude, which I expreſſed witty 
ſuch tranſports, as: left her no room to 
doubt my ſincerity. We maintained 
a v e long converſation together, 
and it would have laſted longer, had 


ceſs that Arſenia wanted her; upon 
which we parted. I quitted the houſe 
of this actreſs, in the ſweet: hope of 
living in it at my eaſe in a- very ſhort 
time; and did not fail to return at the 
time appointed, I was juſt nr gig, 
« thee,* ſaid Laura, in order to aſ- 
© fare thee, that thou art now one of 
© the houſhold: come, follow me, and 
< | will, preſent thee to my miftreſs.” 
So ſaying, the carried me into an apart. 
ment, compoſed of five or fix rooms on 
a floor, each more richly furniſhed than 
halter: io us 897 
Heavens what luxury and magni- 
ficence ! I believed myſelf in the pa- 


| > of a vice-queen; or rather thought 
ſaw all the riches in the world amaſſ- 


ed together in one place: for there was 
a variety of things produced in different 
nations; and one might term this apart- 
ment the :taniple10f 

bail | 
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offering df the raritſes pf his conntry, 
I perceived the divinity" feated on a 
large ſatin couch, charming to the eye, 
and ſleek with the ſteams of ſacrifice : 
ſhe was in a genteet diſpabille, and her 


| fair hands Were buch in preparing 4 
new head -dreſg; jn which ſhe was to 


erform that nigt. Madam, ſaid 


r maid, here is the hovſe- keeper 1 


mentioned. tail afſure you, that 
you wil” not find one more for your 
<parpoſe!*!! Arſeuls looked at me very 
atſentively; and Thad the good fortine, 
to pleaſe her," Aha, Laura?” (cried 


ſhe;i'« there's u pretf9-young fellow! 


4 foreſee that Eſhaft' be very well ſatis. 
fied with him: Then ad e 
ſelf to me, Child,“ faid ſhe, I like 
© your appearance, and am at a word: 
© if you ſerye me well, you ſhall Have uo 


© cauſe to complain!“ T anſwered, that 
aid 


my whole ſtudy and endeavour” 
be to pleaſe her; and Feing that we 


were agreed, we 1 my cloatfis, 
and was inftalled in mynew office,” +> 
een ele ons VI abw 301 7 21H 
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Mich is as ſhort as the foregaing. 
PT being ver play-tie; my -oifeſs 


tiring-room, Where ſhe put 0 
dinary dreſs, and took anbth 
magnificei:t for her appearance” oh tlie 
ſtage. The curtain being drawn, Laura 


conducted and ſat down by me in à place 


where we could both fee and Hear te 
actors perfectiy well, I was Uifguſte 


at the greateſt part of them donbttefs 
becanſe Don Pompeio had prejudieed 


me agajnſt them, Several, however, 


were very much apptandetd; and; among 


of the fable of the pig. fl 


Laura told me the names of all the 
actors and actreſſes as they prefented .. 
themſelves; and, not contented with 
this, the ſatirical baggage deſcribed”. 


their characters nicely, is rhey*ap 


© ſhe ſhould Be(enrolled in the troop 


© that is raiſing by order of the viceroy 


whom every traveller: preſented an 


ear- 
ed. This here,“ ſaid me, 40 edle 5 
That fellow is a brute; atick that minx 
hom you Tee with in #ir more led 
than engaging, is dalle | | 


Rofarday 4 
very bad acquiſit ion for the company-:*-.. 


of new Spain, to be tran ſported forth 
with into America.” Obſerye that u- 
*-minous conſtellation advancing ; that 
© fair ſetting ſun, known” by the name 
% ef Caſtilda; if Me ky 


d exacted a fone 


N 3 from 
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„ none of it. 


from each gf her lovers, as a princeſs 
© of Egypt is ſaid to have done hereto- 
© fore, could have raiſed a pyra- 
mid which would have touched the 


© third heaven.“ In ſhort, Laura gave 


no quarter: hes. malicious tongue did 
not even ſpare, her own miſtreſs, . 

Nevertheleſs, Iwill confeſs my weak- 
neſs; I was eharmed. with my cham- 
bermaid, thqugh her character was not 
morally,good. She fatirized lo. agree- 
ably, that I was even in love with her 
malice. Between the acts ſhe. got up, 
to go and ſee if Arſenia wanted her; 
hut inſtead of returning immediately 
"” her place, ſhe.amuled herſelf behind 
the ſcenes, in liſtening to, the ſoft 
things that were ſaid by the men who 
flatte red hen. I followed her, for once, 
to obſerve; and perceived that ſhe had 
3 great many acquaintances ; having 
reckoned no leſs; than three actors, who, 


one after another, ſtopped to ſpeak with 


her, and ſeemed to treat her with great 
familiarity. This was not at all agree - 


able to me; Who, feeling for the firſt 


time what it was to be jealous, returned 
to my ſeat ſo penſtve and melancholy, 
that Laura obſerved it as ſoon as ſhe 
came back. What js the matter with 
ther, Gil Blas?” ſaid. ſhe, with ſurprize. 
What gloomy demon hath taken poſ- 
© ſellign of thee ſince I went away? thou 
þ ſeemeſt fad and dejected.— I have 
© too, much reaſon to be ſp, my princeſs,” 
anſwered I ; © you have alittle-too much 
« vixaęity in your behaviour; I have ob- 
© ſenyed you with. the actors.“ A plea- 
ant cauſe of malancholy, indeed] ſaid 


" the, laughing. How! does that give 


A thee any uneaſine ſs d. thou art a mere 
© novice: but thou wilt ſee @ great many 
other ſtrange things among us, and 
muſt accuſtom.thyſelf to our eaſy way 
of life. Harbour no jealouſy, child; 
« for that, among comedians, is looked 
a upon as ridiculous: therefore we have 
Fathers, huſbands, bro- 
« thers, uncles, and coulins, with us, are 
the moſt complaiſant perſons on earth, 
and generally make {ſettlements for 
« their own family? 8 
After haying exhorted me to take 
umbrage at nothing, but look upon 
every thing with compoſure, ſhe de- 
clared, that I was the happy mortal 
who had found the way to her heart; 
and aſſured me, that her love ſhould 


IHE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


for that very evening I ſaw her in cloſe 
tily with ſeveral different men. When 


our miſtreſs, where Florimonda ſoon 
after arrived, with three old noblemen 


page, who all joined in preparing ſupper. 
The cook, who wag no lefs dexterous 


coachman in dreſſing the victuals; while 
the chamber-maid and page laid the 
cloth; and I farniſhed the beaufet with 


which were offered: to the goddeſs of 
the temple, I ſtored it hkewife with 
bottles of the-choiceſt wines; ſerving 
in my own perſon as cup-bearer, to ſhew 
my miſtreſs that I coutd turn my hand 
to every thing. The deportment of the 
actreſſes, during the repaſt, filled me 
with admiration : they aſſumed airs of 
eon ſequenee, and imagined themſelves 
women of the firſt rank. Far from ad- 


give them that of Your Lordſhip: but 
called them ſimply by their names; 
true, indeed, theſe very noblemen had 
ſpoiled, and made them ſo vain, by ſuf- 
tering them to be ſo familiar. 
the actor, he, like a player, uſed to per- 
orm the hero, treated them without 


maintained; (as one may ſay) the upper« 
end of the table. Upon my foul,*faid 
I toimyſfelf, when Laura demonſtrated 
© the equality of the marquis and player 
© in the day-time, ſhe might have added, 
that they are ſtil} more ſo in the night, 
« ſince they ſpend it thus in drinking 
together.“ 4 F 
Arſema and, Florimonda being natu- 
rally wanton, a thouſand hardy expreſ- 


favours and toyings, which were exqui- 
ſite ly reliſhed by theſe old ſinners. While 
my miſtreſs amuſed the one with a little 
junocent ribaldry, her friend, ſitting 
between the other two, did not act the 
Suſannah with them. 
coaſidering this picture, which had but 
too many charms for a young fellow like 
me, the deſert was brought in: upon 
which I ſet wine and glaſſes on the 


9 — 


converſation, and heard her laugh hear- 


dreſſing the noblemen with the title of 
Yaur Excellence, they did not even 


As for- 


ceremony, drank- to their health, and 


and an actor, to ſupper. Beſides Laura 
and me, there were, of ſervants in the 
houſe, a cook- maid, a coach man, and a 


— 


than Dame Jacinta, was aſſiſted by the 


the fineſt plate, and ſeveral cups of gold, 


ſions eſcaped them, mingled with fmall 


While I was 


the play was over, we went home witn 


\ 


table, and went to ſupper with Laur 

| who waited for me. Well, Gil Blas, 

ſaid ſhe, what is thy opinion of thoſe 

noblemen thou haſt feen ?'—* They 

are, doubtleſs,” anfwered I, © adorers 

| © of, Arſenia and Florumonda,'--* _—_ 
5 al 


always reſt on me alone. On this. aſ- 
ſurance, which, however, I might have 
_ diltruſted without the imputation of be- 
ing too ſuſpicious, I- promiſed never 
more to be alarmed, and kept my word; 


© compliances, paying generouſly for 
« trifling favours the receive. Thank 
Heaven! Florimonda and my miſtreſs 
* are at preſent without lovers; I mean, 
« ſuch lovers as aſſume the huſband, and 
Want to engroſs all the pleaſures of 
the houſe, becauſe they ſupport the 
© expence of it. As for my own part, I 
tam very glad it is ſo; and maintain, 


that a coquette of ſenſe ought to fly 


theſe ſorts . ſhould 
© the give up her liberty to a maſter ? It 
eis better to acquire an equipage penny 
* any, than at ſuch a price.“ 
When Laura was in a ſpeaking hn- 
mour, (which was almoſt always the 
eaſe) words coſt her nothing. Heaven! 
what a volubility of tongue was ſhe 
miſtreſs of ! the told me a thouſand ad- 
ventures which happened to the actreſ- 
ſes of the Prince's company; and I con- 


eluded from her diſcourſe, that I could 


not be in a better ſituation to become 
perfectly acquainted with vice. I was 
unhappily of an age when this does not 
create much horror; and beſides, the 
chamber-maid painted theſe irregula- 
rities ſo artfully, that I beheld only the 
delicious fide of them. She had no 
time to relate the tenth part of the ex- 

toits of the actreſſes; for ſhe had ſpoke 
but. three hours when the noblemen 
and player went home with Florimonda, 
whom they conducted to hewown houſe. 
After they were gone, my miſtreſs 
giving me money, ſaid, There, Gil 
Blas, are ten piltcles to go to market 
* to-morrow morning: five or (ix of 
© guy gentlemen and ladies are to dine 
with me, ſo that you muſt take care 
© and have every thing in plenty. 


Madam, anſwered 1, with this ſum 


» engage to entertain the whole 
© troop.'—+ Friend,“ replied Axfenia, 
© be fo good as to correct your expref- 
© fions : you muſt not call them the 
© troop, but the company. We ſay, a 
© troop of thieves, a- troop of beggars, 
and a troop: of authors; but learn to 
< fay, a company of comedians. The 
* corps of actors in Madrid eſpecially, 


© deſerve to be called a Pay eee L 
u 


aſked pardon for having uſed ſuch a diſ- 
reſpectful term, and moſt humbly beg- 
ged ſhe would excuſe! my ignorance; 
proteſting, that for the future, whenſo- 
ever I ſhould mention the gentlemen 
actors of Madrid in a collective ca- 
pacity, 1 would always call them the 


1 


| 


| 


was not changed when I. heard hi | 
| fpeak ; for he made affected pauſes, ind 


þ 
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Went to market next morning, in 


order to begin my office of butler; 


and as it was a meagre day, bought, by 
order of my miſtrefs, ſome good tat pul- 


lets, rabbits, partridges and other wild 
fowl ; for as the gentlemen players were 
not altogether fatisfied with the behawi- 
our of the church towards them, they 
did not think proper to adhere ſerupu- 
louſty to it's commandments. Ibrought 


home more victuals than would have 


ſufficed twelve honeſt gentlemen, during 
three days in carnival time; ſo that the 


cook had work enough for the whole 


morning. While ſhe prepared the din- 
ner, Arſenia got up, and remained at 
her toilet till noon, when Signiors Roſi- 
miro and Ricardo (two actors) arrived: 
Conſtantia and Celinaura (two actreſſes] 
came ſoon after; and at laſt Florimonda 
appeared, accompanied by a man who 
had all the appearance of a coxcomb. 
His hair was tied behind in a very fop- 
piſh manner, his hat adorned with a 
plume of green feathers, his breeches 
ſmooth and ſtraight, and his ſhirt, which 
was very fine, was berdered with a 
hand ſome lace, diſplayed at the flaſhes 
of his doublet. His gloves and hand- 
kerchief were contained within the hilt 


of his ſword, and he wore his cloak with 
a grace altogether peculiar. _ 


Though he had a good mien, and wits 


very well made, I no ſooner ſaw him, 


than remarking in him ſomething ſin- 


| gular, I ſaid to myſelf, This gentle- 


man muſt certainly be an original.“ I 
was not miſtaken; for he was a man of 
a very extraordinary character. As 


ſoon as he entered Arſenia's apartment 


he ran with open arms, and embraced 
the actreſſes and actors, one after ano. 
ther, with geſtures more extravagant 
t han thoſe of the beaus. My opinion 


pronounced his words with great em- 


phaſis, accommodating his looks an 


geſtures to the ſubject. Having aſked 
Laura who that gentleman was, * I don't 
wonder,“ faid ſhe, * at thy curioſity : it 
is impoſſible to fee and hear Signior 


Carlos Alonſo de la Ventoleria, even 


© for once, without feelingthe ſame emo- 
tion. 


I will defcribe him to the liſe. 

In the firſt place, he has been a player; 

but quitted the ſtage through whim,” 
© and now repents infearneſt. His black 


F © hair which thou ſeeſf, is dyed, as wing! 
| | | „ þ 
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« as his eye · brows and whiſkers; - Foche 1 is 
older than Saturn: but as his parents, 
© when he was born, neglected to have 
© his name inſerted in the pariſh-regilter, 
© he takes the advantage of their omif- 
* fron, and calls himſelf younger than he 
© is by twenty good years at leaſt. He 
6.13, moreover, the moſt ſelf. conceited 
man in Spain, though he ſpent the firſt 
© {ixty years of his life in the. groſſeſt ig- 
© norance; but in order, to become 
© learned, he employed a preceptor, who 
© has taught him to ſpell in Latin and 
Greek. Beſides, he has got an infinite 
t number of good ſtories by heart, which 
© he has repeated and vouched fo often, 
that at length he actually believes them 
to be true. Theſe he brings into con- 
verſation, and one may ſay, that his 
« wit ſhines at the expence of his memo- 
* rv. He has the character of being a 
© great actor, and I piouſly believe it; 
but, nevertheleſs, I will own that he 
© does natpieaſe me. I hear him repeat 
© ſometimes in company, and among 
* other faults, think his pronoun: ation 


© too mich affected, and his voice ſo 


quayering, that it gives an antick and 
£ ridiculons air to iz declamation. 
Such was the picture that my ſweet- 


jeart drew of this honorary ſtage-play- 


er; who was reallv, in his deportment, 
the moſt haughty mortal I had ever ſeen. 
He played the orator too, and did not 
fail io produce from his budget two or 
three ftories, which he uttered with a 
ſtudied air of ſolemnity. On the other 
hand, the actreſſes and actors, who did 
not come there to hold their tongues, 
were not filent ; but began to talk of 
their abſent comrades, not in a very cha- 
ritable manner indeed; but this muſt 
be pardoned in players as well as in 
authors. The converſation, therefore, 
kindling againſt their neighbours, * You 
© cannot gueſs, ladies,“ {aid Roſimiro, 
za ne piece of fineſſe of our dear con- 
: f federate Ceſarino. He this morning 
purchaſed ſilk tlockings, ribbands and 
lace, which he ordered a page to bring 
to the rehearſal, as if ſent by a certain 
&counteſs. — Such a viece of knave- 
ry!“ {aid Signior de Ventoleria, with 
2  Glly, vain Gmper ; © there was no ſuch 
£ deceit in wv time: we never dreamt 
of compoling ſuch ſtories; the ladies 
of quality, indeed, tpared us the 
invention, by making the purchaſe 
4 themſelves ; it was their fancy.,'— 
© Zocks !” ſaid Ricardo, they have that 
©fancy ſtill; and was 1 permitted to 
explain myſelf—but one mult be ſilent 
gon thele fort of adventures, elpeciaily 
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— 


dinner, 


returned his compliment. 


8 en perſons of a certain rank whe 


concerned.“ 
c Gentlemen,” faid e e in- 


terrupting him, * truce with your in⸗ 


©trignes, if you pleaſe; they. are very 
© well known to all the world, and let 


© ns. talk. of Imenia. They day, that 


© nobleman who has ſpent ſo much 
c money upon her, has left her at laſt. 
Ves, truly,“ cried Conſtantia; and 
© FI tell you, more : ſhe has Joſt a litile 
« citizen, whom ſhe certainly would 
© have ruined I know the foundation 
© of the whole affair: her Mercury 
© committed a terrible blunder, by car- 
© rying to the nobleman a letter theſhad | 


: ' wrote to the citizen, and giving this laſt - 


the billet intended for the lord. 

0 54 heſe are great loſſes, my dear, re- 
plied Florimonda, O! as for the no- 
bhleman,' ſaid Conſtantia; © there is no 
© great matter; he had ſpent almoſt his 
c whole eſtate: but the citizen had juſt 
© began his career, and bad never paſſed 
a through good: hands, which is a thou- 
© ſand pities . 


In this manner they diſcourſed before A 


and their converſation turned 
on the fame ſubjects, while they were at 
table. But as I ſhould never have done. 
if I undertook to repeat all the expreſ- 
fons full of malice and folly which 1 
heard, I hope the reader will excufe me 
for ſuppreſſi ing them, in order to de- 
ſcribe the reception of a poor devil of an 
author, who came 1n towards: the endof 
the repalt... 

Our page came, Ms ſaid aloud to his 
miltreſs, * Madam, a man in marvel. 
« lous foul linen, bedaggled all over. and 
* who, ſo pleaſe you, looks very like a 

poet, wants to ſpeak with you.“ 
« Shew him up,” anſwered Arſenia. 
© Don't ſtir, genilemen; 'tis but an au- 
« thor.” Sure enough, it was one whoſe 
tragedy had been received; and who 
brought a part for my miſtreſs. He was 
called Pedro de Moya; and, as he en- 


tered, made five/or ſix profound bows 


to the company, who neither got up nor 
Arſenia on- 
ly anfwered his profuſion of civility by 
a {light inclination of her head. He ad- 
vanced into the room, trembling and 
confuſed, and let his gloves and cloak 
fall; which having taken up, he ap- 
proached my miſtreſs, and preſented to 
her a paper, with more reſpect than that 
of a counſellor, when he delivers a pe- 
tition to a judge; ſaying, Be ſo good, 
Madam, as to accept of this part, 
which I take the liberty to offer.“ She 
received jt in a cold and diſdainful man- 
ner, 


\ 


ner, without even 
his compliment. 
This, however, 
our author; who, making ule 
opportunity to diſtribute the different 
parts of his play, gave one fo Roſimiro, 
and another to Florimonda, who did not 
treat him a whit more courteouſly than 


5 by agents, 


Arſenia had done. On the contrary, | 
the players, naturally very obliging, as 
theſe gentlemen commonly are, infulted | 


him with the moſt cutting raillery ; which 
Pedro de Moya felt, but durſt not re- 
tort, teſt his piece ſhould ſuffer by his 
imprudence. He retired, therefore, 
without ſpeaking, but ſenſibly touched, 
as I perceived with his reception; and 
I believe that, in the bitterneſs of his 
reſentment, he did not fail to curſe with- 
in;hirmſelf the players, as they deſerved ; 
and they, when he was gone, began to 


ſpeak of authors with great reſpect. 
© Sigmor'Pedrode Moya, faid Florimon- 
go away very well 


da, did not ſeem to 
ſatisfied.“ 5 
. ©Plhaw, Madam!” cried Roſimiro; 
© don't diſturb yourſelf about that; au- 
_ * thors are not worth notice: if we 
* ſhould treat them on equal fobting, it 


would ſpoil them: I know theſe ſor- 


ry gentlemen ; they would ſoon forget 
themſelves. Let us, therefore, uſe 
them like ſlaves, and we need not fear 
* that we ſhall tire their patience; for 
though their diſpleaſure may detach 
them from us ſometimes, the fury of 
6 writing will bring them buck, and they 
will think themſelves very happy, pro- 
* vided we deign to act their per form- 
ances.— You are in the right,“ ſaid 
Arſenia; we only loſe thoſe authors 
« whoſe fortunes we have made; for as 
* ſoon as we have procured a good ſet- 
*tlement for them, idleneſs takes poſ- 


« ſeſſivnof them, and they work no more. 


5 Luckily the company don't break their 
hearts, and the publick is no loſer by 
their floth?? whe | 


Theſe fine obſervations were much 


applauded, and it was determined, that 
authors, notwithſtanding the ill treat- 
nient they receive, owed their all to the 
players, who therefore claimed the ſu- 


periority over them; and, certes, they 


could aot deſpiſe them more. 

OO GAA Pro ll. 

Gul Blas acguires the theatrical taſte; aban- 
dons humfpelf to the pleaſures of a, comick 

life, with which, hgwever, te is diſguſted 


* 


" 2n a little time. 


T HE company remained at table 
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ot the 


until the hour artived of going to 
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the taſte of dur nation. : 

I not only adorned my memory with 
the brighieit paſſages from theſe drama< 
tick waſter-pieces ; but ſet abentbring-. 
ing my taſte to perfection, which to ac- 


compliſh, I liſtened with a greedy atten- 


tion to all that the players ſaid. Ifth 
praiſed any performance, I eſteemed it ; 


and whatſoever met with their difap- 


probation, was immediately deſpiſed by 


nie: I thonght they were as ſkilful in 


plays: as jewellers are in diamonds. 
evertheleſs, Pedro de Moya's tragedy 


had great ſucceſs, although they hack 


prognoſticated it's damnation. But 


even this could not make me ſuſpect 


their judgment; and | choſe rather to 
believe that the publick wanted eqmmon 
ſenſe, than to doubt of the company's 


infallibility, I was aſſured, however, 
pieces, ; 


from all quarters, that thoſe new 
of which the players had no good opi- 
nion, were, uſually, very much ap- 
plauded; and that, on the contrary, 
thoſe-which' they, received with appro- 
bation,' were commonly hiſſed by the 
andieuce. | 


inſtances where the fucceſs belved their 


determinatian; but alktheſe proofs were 


ſcarce ſufficient 


ent to diſabuſe my under- 
ſtanding. e „ 


I ſhall, never forget what happened 


one day, in the firſt reprefentation'of” 


new comedy, which the players bad 


* 


ounced co id. tedious, aud ac: 
eee 


bo 


I was told, that it was a 
| maxim with them to judge (erroneouſly 
of the works that were preſented to 
| them, and was informed of a thouſand 
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tually thought unpallable. . In theſe 
ſentiments they performed the firſt act, 
which met with great applauſe, and 
quite aſtoniſhed them. The ſecond act 
was played, and ſtil] better received 

than the firſt ; upon which the actors 
were confounded. * How the devil! 
ſaid Roſimiro, is it poſlible that this 
© comedy ſhould take? At laſt, they 
acted the third, which gave more plea- 
ſure than the two former. I ö can't 


© comprehend the meaning. of this!“ 


faid Ricardo. We imagined that this 
© piece would not pleaſe, yet every 
by Ha is charmed with it !—©Gen- 
8 tlemen,* ſaid one of them very plainly, 
© the reaſon is, becauſe there are a thou- 
* ſand ſtrokes of wit in the performance 
* which we have not obſerved.“ 

I no longer, therefore, looked upon 
the players as excellent judges, but be- 
came a juſt appraiſer of their merit : 


and, indeed, they juſtified to a tittle 


all the ridicule they met with from the 
world; for ſome of the actors and ac- 
treſſes were giddy with applauſe; and 
conſidering themſelves as objects of 
admiration, thought they beſtowed .a 
favour on the publick when they deign- 
ed to play. I was ſhocked at their 
faults, a unhappily too well pleaſed 
with their way of life; fo that 1 
plunged into debauchery. How could 
it be otherwiſe ? Their converſation 
was pernicious to youth, and all I faw 
contributed to corrupt my morals. Had 


I been ignorant of what paſſed at the 


* Houſes of Caſilda, Conſtantia, and the 
other players, that of Arſenia alone 
was but too capable of undoing me: 
for, beſides the old nobleman I men- 
tioned, there came thither beaus ; young 
heirs whom uſurers enabled to ſpend 
money ; and ſometimes alfo farmers of 
the revenue were admitted, who, far 
from being gratified for their preſence, 
as they are in their own aſſemblies, were 


obliged to pay through the . noſe for 


their reception. 
Florimonda, who lived hard by, 


dined and ſupped every day with my 


miſtreſs; and people were ſurprized at 
the friendſhip that ſeemed to unite 
them. It afforded matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment to ſee coquettes live together in 
ſuch good intelligence; and every body 
imagined that ſoon or late they would 
quarrel about ſome gallant. But the 
world was very much miſtaken in theſe 
perfect friends, who were joined by the 
moſt ſolid affection. Inſtead of being 


END OF THE-FIRST VOLUME. 


jealous of one another, like other wo- 
men, they lived in common ; and choſe 
rather to ſhare the ſpoils, than fooliſhly 
diſpute about the inchnations of the men. 

Laura, by the example of theſe. il- 
luſtrious aſſociates, made the beſt of 
her youth too; and it was not without 
reaſon ſhe. had told me, that I ſhould 
ſee ſtrange things: however, I affected 
to be quite eaſy; becauſe I had pro · 
miſed to adopt the unconcern of a 
player on ſuch occaſions; and thus I 


diſſembled for ſome days, contenting 


myſelf with aſking the names of the 
men with whom 1 found her particu- 
larly engaged. She always anſwered, 
that it was an uncle or couſin.  \Hea» 
vens ! what a crowd of relations ſhe + 
had! Sure her family was more nume 
rous than that of King: Priam; and 
the jade did not even confine hertelf to 
uncles and couſins, but alſo went a- 
broad frequently in order to allure 
ſtrangers, by acting the widow of qua- 
lity, at the houſe of the old woman 
whom I mentioned before, In mort, 
Laura (to, give the reader a juſt and 

precife idea of her) was as young, as 


handſome, and as much a coquette, as | 


her miſtreſs, who had no other advan- 


| tage over her, than that of diverting 


the town in publick. I was borne down 
by the torrent for three weeks, during 
which I gave myſelf up to all manner 
of debauchery : but, at the ſame time, 
I muſt obſerve, in the midſt of my pleas 
ſures, I was frequently ſeized with ſen- 
timents of remorſe, that e from 
my education, and embittered all my 
enjoyments. Vice could not get the 
better of theſe warnings, which aug - 


mented in proportion as I became more 


debauched; and, by the effect of a happy 
diſpoſition, I began to abhor the dii- 


orders of a theatrical life. Ah, wretch !” 


ſaid I to myſelf; is it thus thou ful. 
« filleſt the expectation of thy family! 
Was it not enough to cheat it, by 
chuſing another employment than that 
* of a tutor? Does thy ſervile condition 
© hinder thee from living like an honeſt 
man? or does it become thee to live 
among ſuch ſinners? ſome of whom 
© are poſſeſſed by envy, rage, and ava- 
rice; whilſt others have baniſhed all 
© ſenſe of ſhame. Theſe are abandoned 
to intemperance and ſloth; and thoſe 
© indulge their pos even to an exceſs 

© of inſolence. I am reſolved; and will 
: = longer dwell with the feyen deadly 
c ins.“ 18 % ; 
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rities of the aciręſſes, quits the ſervice of 
Arſenia, and gets into a more creditable | 


+ 1 family. 
RS 


religion, which T did not 
fail to preſerve amidſt 
\ fuch corruption of mo, 
rals, made me reſolve, 
ee not only ro leave Arſe- 
nia, but alſo to break off all correſ- 
pondence with Laura; whom, how. 
ever, I could not help loving, though I 
was ſenſible of her Heeren infidelity. 
Happy is he who can thus profit by 
thoſe moments of reflection that inter- 


rupt the pleaſures which engroſs his at. 


tention | Early one morning, I bundled 
up my cloaths; and; without clearing 


with Arſenia, Who was, indeed, little | 


'or nothing in my debt, or taking leave 
of my dear Laura, 1 quitted the houſe; 
where I had breathed nothing but the 


air of debauchery ; and I had no ſooner 
performed ſuch a good (tion, than 
„ by throw-. 


Heaven rewarded; me fow' 
ing me in the way of the ſteward of 
Don Matthias, m 
ſahited him, he Knew me, and ſtoppe 

to enquire if I Was in any ſervice ; to 


which 1 anſwered, that 1 had been 
about æ minute or two out of place: 


for that, after having lived about a 
month with Arſenia, whoſe behaviour 
1 did not like, Thad left her of my own 
accord, e my inno- 
cence. The ſleward | 
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| VOLUME: THE SECOND. 


<P Remnant of honour and 


had an excellent 


ate maſter. es | 


as if he had been | 


„ 


ä — ͤ — 4 

e, I 
ſcrupulouſly religious, approved of my 
that fince 1 Was 


delicacy ; and rold me, 
a young man of ſuch houour, he would. 


make it his buſineſs to ſettle me in an 


advantageous place. He performed his 
promiſe, and that very day introduced 
me into the ſervice of Don Vincent de 


Guzman, whoſe manager was one of 


his acquaintance. 1 | 
I could not have got into a better 
family, and therefore had no cauſe to 


be diſpleaſed with my ſituation in the 


ſequel. Don Vincent was a very rich 


old nobleman,” who had lived many 
years without law-ſuit or wife; the 


phyſicians having deprived him of his 
ſpouſe, by endeavouring to free her of 
a cough, which ſhe might have preſerved 
much longer, had ſhe abſtained from 
their preſcriptions. Inſtead. of marry- 


ing again, he had applied himſelfwholly 
to the education of Aurora, his only 


daughter, who was then going in her 
ſix and twentieth year, and juſtly paſſed 
for an accompliſhed young lady; for, 
with an uncommon ſhare of beauty, ſhe 


cultivated. Her father, though he was 
no conjuror, poſſeſſed the happieſt ta- 


lent of managing his affairs to the beſt 
advantage; but had one fault, which, 
however, is pardonable in old men; he 


delighted. in talking, and above all 
things, of war and bloodſhed. If any 


body was ſo unfortunate as to touch on 
that ſtring in his preſence, he inſtantly 


ſet the trumpet to his mouth; and the 
hearers were very happy, if they got 


off for the relation of two fieges and 
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three battles. As he had ſpent two- 


_ — thirds of his life in the army, his me- 
mory was an inexhaultible fource of dif. 


ferent actions, which were not always 
liſtened to with the ſame pleaſure that 
he felt in recounting them. Beſides, 

ſtammered in his ſpeech, and was very 
prolix, which rendered his manner of 
relating very diſagreeable; otherwiſe, I 
never knew a nobleinan of a better cha- 
racter. 


mired very much in a man of quality. 
Though he was a good œconomiſt, he 
kept an honourable houſe ; his domeſ- 
ticks conſiſting of ſeveral footmen, and 
three women who waited on Aurora. 
I ſoon perceived that the ſteward of 


Don Matthias had procured a good poſt 


for me, and bent all my endeavours to 


| ee my ſelf in it: for this purpoſe, 


began by eee an ground; 
that is, ſtudying the diff@ent humours 
of every body in the family; tnen, re- 


gulating wy conduct by the obſerva- 


tions I made, it was not long before I | 


acquired the good- will of my maſter and 
all his ſervants. | YE 
When 1 had been about a month in 


Don Vincent's family, I thought I per- 


ceived that his daughter diſtinguiſhed 
me from all the reſt of the valets in the 
houſe. When her eyes were fixed upon 
me, I always remarked a ſort of com- 
placence in her countenance,” which I 
could not obſerve when ſhe looked at 
my fellows. Had I not lived among 
beaus and players, it would never have 


come into my head to imagine that Au- | 


Tora could think of me; but I was a 


good deal ſpoiled among theſe genile- 


men, who art ſeldom extremely delicate 
in their ſentiments of the moſt virtuous 
ladies. If,“ ſaid I to myſelf, * we may 


© believe thoſe ſtage- players, they are 


© ſometimes benefited by the whims to 
© which women of quality are ſubject :; 
© and how do know that my miſtreſs is 
© free from ſuch caprices ? No, added 
I, I cannot believe it. She is not one 
of thoſe Meſſalinas, who, belying the 
© pride of their birth, humble their af- 


*£© teftions ſo unworthily, even to the 


© duſt, and diſhonour themſelves with- 
© out bluſhing ; but rather one of thoſe 
© virtuous, though tender, young ladies, 


© who, ſatisfied with the bounds pre- 


© ſcribed by honour to their inclina- 
* tions, make no ſcruple of infpiring, 
© as well as of entertaining, a delicate 
© paſſion, which yields amuſement with | 


out danger.“ 


He had a great deal of equani- 
- mity, and was neither paſſionate nor 
whimſical ; a circumſtance which I ad- 


© Thele were my ſentiments of my miſ- 


treſs, though 1 did not know preciſely 


how to interpret her behaviour.” In the 
mean time, as often as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe 
did not fail to ſmile and expreſs her joy 


in her countenance; ſo that, without 
paſhng for a fool, a man might have 
been inſnared by {uch fair appearances: 


{ therefore could reſiſt them no longer; 
but concluded that Aurora was ſtrongly 
captivated with my merit, and looked 


upon myſelf as one of thoſe happy do- 
meſticks, whoſe ſervitude is ſweetened 


by love. That I might appear in ſome 
meaſure leſs unworthy of the favour 


which my good fortune had procured _ 
for me, 1 began to rake more care of 


my perſon than I had ever done before: 
I ſpent all the money I had in linen, 


eſſences, and pomatums : the firſt thing 


did of a morning, was to dreſs, and 
perfume myſelf, that I might. hot ys 
83 


pear in diſhabille before my miſtre 


and with this attention to my exteriors, 


J and other airs 1 aſſumed, in order to 
Pleaſe, I flattered myſelf that my hap- 
pineſs was not far fl. 


Among Aurora's women, there was 
one called Ortiz, an old gentle woman 
who had lived more than twenty years 
in the family, and nurſed Don Vin» 
cent's daughter. whom ſhe till ſerved. 
in quality of a duenna, though ſhe no 
longer performed the diſagreeable part 
of that function; but, on the contrary, 
inſtead of diſcovering, as formerly, the 
actions of Aurora, her ſole buſineſs 
now was to conceal them. One evening, 
Dame Ortiz, having found an. oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to me without being 
overheard, told me ſoftly, that if I was 
wiſe and diſcreet, I would be in the 
garden at midnight, where 1 ſhould. be 
informed of things which I ſhould not 


be forry to hear. I anſwered, e 
not fail 


the duenna's hand, that I woul 

to be there; and we parted immediate- 
ly, for fear of being ſurprized. Hea- 
vens! how did the time on my 


hands from that inſtant to ſupper (which | 


in our family was always over in good 
time) and from thence to my maſter's 


| going to bed! Every thing feemed to 
rag on with extraordinary flowneſs; - 


and, to crown my chagrin, when Don 
Vincent retired to his bed - chamber, in- 
ſtead of going to reſt, he began to fight 


over again all his campaigns in Portu- 


gal; with which he had ſo often ſtunned 
me before. But one thing, which he 
had never done hitherto, and reſerved 
for this eveni 


F names of all the officers who bad digg 


„ was to tell me the 
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guiſhed themſelves in his time, and even 
to recount-their ex ploits. What did 1 
ſuffer in hearing him to an end He left 
off ſpeaking, however, at laſt, and got 
into bed. Upon which I went into the 
little cloſet where I flept, from whence 
there was a paſſage, by a pair of back 


ſtairs, into the garden, and anointed | 


my whole body with eſſence; I then 


put on a clean ſhirt, ſtrongly perfumed ; 
aud having neglected nothing which 1 
thought might flatter the paſſion of my 
miſtreis, went directly to the place of 
aſſignation. 1 e 55 
Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded 
that, tired wath waiting tor me, ſhe had 
returned to her apartment, and that the 
happy minute was paſt. I blamed Don 
Vincent for; it; and as T was curfing his 
campaigns, heard it ſtrike ten. This 
_ made! me believe that the clock went 
wrong; tor I was perſuaded that it was 
at leaſt an hour paſt midnight; but I was 
10 happily miſtaken, that, a good quar- 
ter of an hour after this, I heard ano- 
ther clock ſtrike ten again. Very well, 
aid I to myſelf; I have but two whole 
+ hours to dance attendance, and they 
* ſhall have no reaſon to complain of 


— 


J 


my punctuality. What "muſt we do 


Stu twelve? Let us take a turn in the 


1 garden, and confider the part I am to 


play, which is a pretty new one to me, 
ho am but a novice in the whims. 
of women of quality. I know well 
enough how to behave with Abigails 

© and actreſſes; theſe you accoſt with 

s 4 familiar air, and come to the point 

* without" ceremony ; but we mult go 

„ another way to work with ladies of 
2 faſnion. The gallant, I imagine, muſt 
- © be polite, complaiſant, tender, and 

* reſpe&ful, though not timorous: in- 

© ſtead of endeavouring to haſten- his 
on happineſs, by the violence of his 

- * tranſports, he ought to lie in wait for 
the moment of frailt y. 
Theſe were my reflections, and this 
the conduct 1 propoſed to obſerve with 


Aurora; repreſenting to myſelf, that in 


' little time I ſhould have the pleaſure: 
of ſeeing myſelf at her feet, and of ſay- 
ing a thoufand paſſionate things to that 
amiable object. I even recolletted all 
the paſſages of our theatrical pieces 
which might be of ſervice to me, and 
do me honour during our interview; 
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than the military ſtories of my maſter, 
I heard the clock ſtrike eleven; upon 
which 1 plunged again into my reverie, 
ſometimes. walking, and ſometimes fit- 
ting in an arbour at the farther end of 
the garden. The long-expetted hour of 
twelve at laſt ſtruck; and in a few mi- 
nutes Ortiz, as punctual, though lefs _ 
impatient than I, appeared. Signior 
Gil Blas,“ ſaid the, accoſting me, how 
long have you been here?“ I replied, 
Two hours In good ſooth, ' ſaid ſhe, 
laughing, you are very exact; it is a 

© pleaſure to make an aſſignation with, 
«you. True, indeed,' continued ſhe, 
with a ſerious air, you cannot pay too 
dear for the happy tidings I have to 

* tell yon. My nuſtreſ> wants to have 

+ ſome privae converſation: with you. 
will ſay no more. The reſt is a-fe-. ” 
-* cxet vou muſt learn from her own 
mouth. Follow me, and 1 will con- 
duct you into her apartment.“ So-fay- 
ing, the duenna took nie by the hand, 
and led me, in a myſteriviis manner, 
through a little door of? which ſhe 
had the key, igto the chataber"of'her 
qniltre(s. = <2 org res, x 
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F 
Die reception that Gil Blas met with fr om 
Aurora, and the converſation that paſſed 


between them. E 05 
I Saluted Aurora, whom I found in [B59 
; diſhabille, in the moſt reſpectful - at 

manner, and with the beſt grace I could 

put on; and ſhe received me with a 
ſmiling air, forced me to fit down by 
her, and bade her ambaſſadreſs retire 
into another room. After this prelnde, 

with which I was not ill -pleaſcd, ſhe 

addreſſed herſelf to me in theſe words. 

+ Gil Blas, you muſt have perceived 
that I look upon you in a favourable 
light, and diſtinguiſh you from the 
< reſt of my father's ſervants; and e n 

though you may not have obſerved, 
© by my looks, that I have a regard far 

- you, the ſtep 1 have taken this night 
will leave you no room to doubt it.“ 

I gave her no time to proceed, but 
believing that I ought, as a-polite gen- 
tleman, to ſpare her modeſty: the pain 
of a more formal explanation, I ftarted _ 
up in a tranſport, and throwing niyſelf —-} 
at her feet, like-a'ſtage hero, who falls 
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and by a ſeaſonable application of theſe, 
I hoped (after the example of :ſome: 
players whom I knew) to paſs for a wit, 
though I could only boaſt of a memory. 
Abſorbed in theſe reflections, Which 


x IN 


on his knees before his princeſs, cried in 1 
a theatrical tone, Ah, Madam! can it 
« be poſſible that Gil-Blas, hitherto be [! 

1 * foot-ball of fortune, and out-caft. of 1 
© nature, is ſo happy to have inſpired.  Þ [i 

© you with ſentiments * Don't ſpeak, _ WW 
IJ 


p 
k 
— p 
* 8 
——ͤ— 
— 2 
© er ores: 
8 R 


l alleep in the next room. 


_ © 4ffignation. 


ſo loud,“ ſaid my miſtreſs, laughing, 


you will awaken my women who are 
Get up, 
© take your ſeat again, and hear me to 


© an end, without interrup: 


ng me. Yes, 
Gil Blas,” continued ſhe, Mt PSs her 


gravity, I am your well-wiſher; and 
© as a proof of my eſteem, will impart 
© to you a ſecret, on which the repoſe. 


4 a young gentleman of beauty, for- 
tune, and illuſtrious birth; his name 
© is Don Lewis Pacheco; and although 
© I have ſeen him ſeveral times in the 
© Prado, and at publick ſhews, I have 
never ſpoke to him, am even ignorant 


of his character, and don't know but 


© he may be a perſon of bad morals. 
© This is what I want to, be informed 


of; and having occaſion for a man to 


© enquire carefully about his reputation, 
© and bring me a faithful account of it, 


I make choice of you, and believe I 


run no riſque by intruſting you with 


. * this commiſſion, in which, I hope, 


you will acquit yourſelf with ſo much 


© diſcretion and addrets, that I ſhall. 


© never repent of having made you my 
© confident.” | 
Here my miſtreſs left off ſpeaking, 
in order to know what anſwer I would 
make; and I, though at firſt diſconcert- 
ed at being ſo diſagreeably undeceived, 
quickly recollected myſelf, and ſur- 


mounting the ſhame which is always the 


concomitant of unſucceſstul raſhneſs, 
expreſſed ſo much zeal fur the lady's. 
Intereſts, and devoted myſelf with ſo 
much ardour to her ſervice, that, though 
ſhe might ſtill continue to think that 1 
had fooliſhly flattered myſelf with hav- 
ing made an impreſſion on her heart, 


ſhe ſaw very well that I knew how o 


make amends for my folly. I aſked but 
two days to bring her an account of 


Don Lewis; after which, Dame Ortiz 
being called in by her miſtreſs, con- 


ducted me back into the garden, and left 
me there, after having ſaid, Good 


© tuality fo well, that I need not recom- 
mend it to you to be early at the next 


I returned to my chamber, not with- 


out ſome vexation. to find my expecta- 


tions baulked: nevertheleſs, I was wiſe 
enough to reflect, that it became me 


better to be the confident than the lover 


of my miſtreſs, I conſidered, too, that 


this might turn out to my advantage, as 
the meſſengers of love are uſually well 
_ for their trouble; and I went to 


ed, in @ full. reſolution to perform | 


- 


© of my life depends: I am in love with | 


8 


— 


© night, Gil Blas; I know your punc- 


with the utmoſ 
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what Aurora deſired. With this view, 
I went abroad next day, and found no | 


difficulty in learning the place of abode 
of ſuch a noted cavalier as Don Lewis. 


1 enquired into his character in the 


neighbourhood ; but thoſe to whom 1 
applied could not fully ſatisfy my curio» 


ſity. This made me repeat my enquiries - 
the following day, when I was more 


ſucceſsful. Meeting by accident, in the 


ſtreet, a young man of my acquaintance, 


we ſtopt to chat a little; and, that very 
inſtant, a friend of his happening to 
paſs, made up to us, and told his com- 
rade, that he had been juſt turned away 


by Don Pacheco, the father of Don 


Lewis, on ſuſpicion of having drank a 
caſk of wine belonging to his maſter. I 
did not loſe ſuch à fair opportunity of 
being informed of every thing I wanted 
to know, and ſucceeded ſo well by the 
queſtions I aſked, that I went home ve- 
ry well ſatisfed that I was able to keep 
my word with my miſtreſs. '] was to 
ſee her again the next night, at the 
ſame hour, and in the ſame manner as 
at firſt; but I did not ſuffer ſo much 
diſquiet that night; and, far from bear- 


ing the converſation of my ald maſter 
with impatience, I introduced the ſub- 


ject of his campaigns, waited for twelve 
t tranquillity, and it was 
not until I had heard the hour repeated 
by ſeveral clocks, that I went down in- 
to the garden, void of eſſence and per- 
fumes, reſolved, for the future, to re- 
trench that extravagance. |! 
found the moſt truſty duenna at the 
rendezvous, and ſhe upbraided me in a 
ſatirical manner, for having abated in 
my diligence. I made no anſwer, but 
let her conduct me into the apartment 
of Aurora; who, as ſoon as I appeared, 
aſked if I had got good intelligence of 
Don Lewis. Ves, Madam, ſaid I, 
and you ſhall hear it in two words. 


In the firſt place, I muſt tell you, that 


© he will ſet out very ſoon on his return 
© to Salamanca, in order to finiſh his 
* ſtudies. He is a young. cavalier of 
© honour and probity; and, being a 
« gentleman and Caſtilian, his courage 
is not to be doubted; he has, beſides, a 
great deal of wit, and his behaviour is 


very agreeable : but that which per- 


© haps you will like leaſt in him, is a 
* diſpoſition too much a- kin to that of 


moſt of our young noblemen, extreme - 


ly rakiſh. You muſt know that, young 
© as he is, he has already had two ac- 
© treſſes in keeping. Is it poſſible “ 
cried Aurora; Heavens | what morals 1 


But are you certain, Gil Blas, that he 


ends 
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leads ſuch a licentious life . Oh! . 
« don't at all doubt it. Madam,“ I re- 
plied : I was in formed by a valet, who 
4 as turned out of his ſervice this 
morning; and ſervants are commonly 
very ſincere, w W they talk of their 


« maſter's faults. Be des, he keeps com- 
« pany with Don Alexo Segiar, Don 
Antonio Centelles, and Don Fernando 
de Gamboa; and tliat, alone, is a ſuf- 
s ficient demonſtration of his liberti- 
* niſm.'—* Enough, Gil Blas,“ ſaid. my 
miſtreſs, ſighing; on the credit of your 
report, 1 will combat my unworthy . 
* paſſion, which, though it has already 
© taken deep root in my heart, 1 don't 
© deſpair to overcome. Go, added 
ſhe, giving me a little purſe well re- 

— * there's ſomething for your 
. Troubles beware of diſcloſing my ſe- 
« cret, and remember that I depend upon! | 
your {tlence.?; 

J afſured my -miſtroſs,: that ſhe might | 
make herſelf perfectly eaſy on that ſcore, | 
for I was: the Harpocrates * of truſty 
valets. After this affurance, I: with- 
drew, very impatient to know the con- 
tents of the purſe;i in which I found 
twenty piſtoles. This made me believe, | 


"GIL*BLAS'O'F/SANTILEANE:” xo» | 


of his body were in a ſtate of ſermenta- 
tion; but in nothing elſe. could they | 
agree. We muſt make haſte, ſaid - 
Andros, and purge off the humours, 
| * though they be crude, while they con- 
« tinue in this violent agitation of flux - 
* and reflux, leſt they ſettle upon ſome 
Oquetos, on the contra« 
ry, maintained, that they ought to wait 
for the concoction of the humours, be- 


* noble part.“ 


fore they ſhould employ a cathartick. 
But your method,“ reſumed the firſt, 
vis directly oppoſite ſothat of the prince 
* of medicine: Hippocrates orders ca. 
< tharticks in the very firſt days of 


« expreſs terms, that we muſt be ready 
*to purge, when the humonrs are in 


the orgaſm; that is to ſay, ina. ſtate 


of fermentation,'—4O |! there you are 
© miſtaken,” replied Oquetos ;j Hippo- 
£ crates, by the word orgaſm, does not 
* underſtand the fermentation, but the 
concoction of the humours.? 


Upon this, the doctors grew paſſio- : 
had one repeated the Greek text, and 
quoted all | thoſe authors who had ex- : 
plained 1 it in his way: the other, rely. - 
ing on a Latin tranſlation, pronounced 
it in a tone ſtill, more vociferaus. 


that Aurora would have certaintly given 
me more, had I brought her —_ 


tidings, ſince ſne paid me ſo hand ſomely 


for ſuch a mortifying piece of news); 
and 1 repented that I had not imitated 
the lawyers, who ſumetimes put a gloſs 
upon the een in the. practice of their? 
rofeſſion- Twas forry for having nipt ; 
in the bud an intrigue, the conſequence 
of which: might have been very advan- 
tageous to me: however, I had the con- 


unleaſonable r e in eſſences and 
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ſolation to ſee myſelf indemnitied for my 5 | 
| 
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Tip ous ce 4 / that Ape ih in I A- 
Mn ly of Don Vincent, and the Rrange fe- 
Mp ution 240 which ge Ph the Ja 

Auro 4. 2 * ; 


1 0-ON' after this 8 Signior: 

Don Vincent happened to fall fick; 
1 he had not been in ſuch an 
advanced age; the ſymptoms of his diſ- 
eaſe were ſo violent, that we had reaſon! 
toffearia fatal iſſue. When he was firſt 
Kizet, two of the moſt famous phyſi- 
Cians of Madrid were ſent for: one of 
them was called Doctor Andros, and 
the other Doctor Oquetos; ; who having, 
examined the patient with great atten-[| 


© Which of them was in the right? Don 


Vincent was not the man to decide that 


queſtion; but ſeeing himſelf obliged to 


chuſe, beſtowed his confidence-on him 
-who. had diſpatched the greateſt number 


oſ patients; I mean, the eldeſt of the 


two. Andros, therefore, who was the 


younger, withdrew ; not without dart- 


|| ing ſame. ſtrokes of- raillery at his ſeni- 
or, on his interpretation of the word or- 


'gaſm. Oquetos, who remained trium- 
phant, being a man of Dr. Sangrado's 
principle, began, by ordering his pa- 

tient to be eopiouſly blooded, deferring 
his cathartick until the humours-ſhould 
be concocted; but death, who, without 


T delayed would deprive him of his 


ng the concoction, and 
8 ſter off. Such was the 


end of er Don Vincent; who loſt 

his life, becauſe his phyſician did not un- 
derſtand Greek + 

Aurora having celobrutadher father's 


Manerabi in a manner ſuitable to his birth, 


took poſſeſſion of his eſtate j; and being 


portioned to their ſeveral ſervices; and, 
in a little time, retired to a caſtle, Which 


ſhe had on the banks of the * | 


"ng were; of opinion that the ech 
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© the moſt ardent (fever, and ſays, in 


doubt: was afraid the purgation ſo ſage - 


now miſtreſs of herſelf, diſmiſſed ſome 
of the domeſticks, with rewards pro- _. 
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not only one of thoſe whom ſhe retain- 


ed, and carried to the country with her, 
but al{» had the good fortune to become 
a neceſſary perſon. | Notwithſtanding 
the faithful report I had made to her of 
Don Lewis, ſhe” was ſtill in love with 
that cavalier; or rather, finding herſelf 
unable to conquer her paſſion, ſhe had 
abandoned herielf entirely to it; and 
being no longer under a neceſſity of 
taking precautions to ſpeak with ine in 
private, Gil Blas,” ſaid ſhe ſighing. 1 
4 cannot forget Don Lewis; in ſpite of 
all my efforts to baniſh him from my | 
® thoughts, he is ſtill preſent in my ima- 
« gination ; not ſuch as thou haſt paint 
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dagogue ; but, on the contrary, began to 
gild the pill, and undertook to prove, 
that this mad project was no more than 
an agreeable trolick, that could have no 
bad conſequence. . My miſtrefs was 
pleaſed with this conſtruction; for lovers 
are charmed with flattery, even in their 
moſt extravagant fancies. We: now; 
therefore, looked upon this raſh-enters, 
prize in no other light than that of a co. 
medy, the ſkilful repreſeatation of 
which it was our bufinefs: to concert. 
Having choſen our actors from. the ſer- 
vants of the family, the parts were di- 
{tributed without the leaſt quarrebor diſ. 
turbance ; "becauſe we were not players 


by profeſſion. It was reſolved, that 
Dame Ortiz ſhould act the part of Au- 
' rora's aunt, under the name of Donna 
Ximena de Guzman, attended by a valet 
and waiting-woman; and that Aurora, 
dreſſed like a cavalier, ſhould entertain 
me as valet de chambre, together with 
one of her own maids in the diſguiſe of 


„ed him, plunged in all ſorts of de- 
bauchery; but fuch as I would have 
him to be, tender, amorous, and con- 

* ſtant.* So ſaying, ſhe began to melt, 

and could not help ſhedding ſome tears, 
which affected me ſo much, that I could 

Icarce refrain from weeping alſo; and I 

could not make my court to her more 
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effectually than by ſympathizing with 
her ſorrow. *1 ſee thou haſt a very ten- 
der diſpoſition, my friend,” added ſhe, 
after 3 dried her fair eyes; and 1 

a am ſo well ſatisfied with thy zeal, that 
; thou mayeſt depend upon being well 

.* recompenſed. Dear Gil Blas, I have 
more occaſion. now than ever for thy 
© afſiſtance. I will diſcloſe to thee a de- 
« fign.which at preſent engroſſes me, and 
© which thou wilt, no doubt, pronounce ; 
very capricious. Know, that I intend 


to ſet out immediately for Salamanca, 


* 


v»here Iwill diſguiſe myſelf like a ca- 


s valier, and, under the name of Don 
« Felix, get acquainted with Pacheco, 
«£ whoſe confidence and friendſhip I will 
«endeavour to acquire: I will often 
« ſpeak to him of Aurora de Guzman, 
© and call myſelf her couſin ; by Which 
© means he will perhaps expreſs a. 
-« delire to fee her; and then my ex- 
« pectation will be anſwered. We will 
have two different lodgings at Sala - 
manca, in one ot which 1 will paſs for 
Don Felix, in the other for Aurora, 
and preſenting myſelf to the eyes of 


Don Lewis, ſometimes metamorphoſed 


« into a man, and ſometimes in my on 
dreſs, I flatter 1 that 1 ſhall, by 
« degrees, accompliſh my purpoſe. 1 
grant, added ſhe, * that this is an ex- 
_ * travagant ſcheme; but I am hurried 

© away by my paſſion, and the innocence ' 
of my intention makes me inſenſible of 
ai the rifque I muſt run.“ 4:3 

1-was very much of Aurora's opinion, 
with regard to the nature of her * 
nevertheleſs, how imprudent ſoever 1 
Judged it, I took care not to act the pe- 


a page, to be always about her perſon. 
The characters being thus regulated, 
we returned to Madrid, where we un- 
derſtood Don Lewis ſtill was, but that 
it would not be long before he would 
ſet out for Salamanca; upon which we 
ordere 977 neceſſary dreſſes to be made 
with alt diligence ; and when they were. \ 
finiſhed, my miſtreſs cauſed them to be 
conveniently packed up, until we ſhould 
find a proper time and place ſor 
putting them on. Then leaving the 
care of her houſe to the ſteward, the ſet 
out in a coach drawn by four mules, and 
took the road to the kingdem of Leon, 
with all thoſe of her ſervants who had 
parts to act in her performance. 
We had already croſſed Old Caſtile, 
when the axle - tree of the coach gave 
way, between Avila and Villaflor, a- 
bout three or four thouſand paces from 
a caſtle, which we perceived at the Jap | 
of a mountain. As night approached, 
we were not a little embarraffed ; when 
a peaſant, paſſing by accident, rid us of 
our anxiety, by telling us, that thecaſtle 
which we ſaw belonged to Donna El- 
vira, widow of Don Pedro de Pinares;; 
a lady, whofe character he extolled ſo 
e _ my ney ſent me to the 
caſtle, to beg a ing for one night. 
Elvira did not-helye * 3 
report, but received me with great affa- 
bility, and favoured Aurora's compli- 
ment with ſuch an anſwer as ſhe defired. 
We repaired immediately to the caſtle, 
whither our coach was dragged ffowly 
by the mules, and at the gate met Don 
Pedro's widow, who came 6lt to receive 


1 my miſtrefs.. I will paſs over in ence 
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ſumptuous. apartment, where leaving 


chamber, where they ſat down together at 


_ conceived a friendſhip for one another, 
and promiſed to maintain a correſpon- 


ſtay at the caſtle another night. We, in 
our turn, were ſerved with a profuſion 
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breathed her ſaſt ſighs, fixing her dying | 


would have thought that each of them 


and 


SET 2 


the civil things that were ſaid, on both 
fides, or this occaſion; and only ob- 
ſerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty much 
advanced in years, but very polite, and 
underftood how to perform the duties of 
haſpitality as well as any woman in the 
world. She conducted Aurora into a 


her to repoſe a few moments, ſhe came 
and employed her attention on the moſt. 
minute things that concerned us. Af- 
terwards, when ſupper was ready, the 
ordered the cloth to be laid in Aurora's 


table. Don Pedro's widow was not one 
of thoſe people who cloud the honour of 
their entertainments with a penſive and 
difcontented air: ſhe was of a gay diſ- 
poſition, and fupported the converſation 
in an agreeable manner, exprefling her- 
ſelf with great dignity and elegance. I 
admired her underſtanding, and the de- 
licate turn of her thoughts, which ſeem- 
ed to charm Alirora as well as me. They 


dence by letters. Our coach could not 


be refitted till the following day, and as 
we ſhould run ſome riſque by ſetting out 


late, it was determined that we. ſhould 


of victuals, and our beds were no leis 
comfortable than our meals. z 
Next day, my miſtreſs found new 
charms in the converſation of Elvira, 
with whom the dined in alarge hall, a- 
dorned with ſeveral pictures: one of 
which was remarkable for the beauty 
and wonderful expreſſion of the figures, 
though it preſented a very tragical ſcene 
to the view. A dead cavalier appeared 
lying: on his back, and drowned in his 
own blood; but ſeemed ſtill to retain 
a menacing air even in death. Near him 
lay a young lady in another attitude, 
{tretched alſo upon the ground; a ſword | 
was ſeen plunged in hey boſom, and ſhe 


eyes upon a young man, who feeme 
mortally grieved at the loſs of her. 
"The painter had like wiſe drawn another 
figure which did not eſcape. hr rn 
tion : this was, an old man 'of a good 
mien, who, ſtrongly affected with the 
objects that ſtruck his view, diſcovered 
as much ſenſibility as the youth. One 
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the impreſſion in a different manner. 


The old man feemed overwhelmed with 


' plunged: but there was fury mixed 
with the affliction. of the youth. 
ſtrength, that we could ſcarce withdraw. 
our eyes from the performance. My 


picture repreſented; Madam,“ ſaid 
Elvira, it is a faithful repreſentation of 


the misfortunes of my family.“ This 


anſwer excited the curioſity of Aurora, 
who expreſſed ſuch an eager inclination 
to know more, that Don Pedro's wi- 
dow could not diſpenſe with promiſing 


her the ſatis faction ſhe deſired. This 


promiſe, which was made before Or- 


ed us all four in the hall after din- 
ner. My miſtreſs would have ſent us 
away, but Elvira perceiving that we 
longed fervently to hear the explana- 
tion of the picture, had the goodneſs 


to bid us ſtay; ſaying, that the ſtory 


the profound ſorrow in which he was 


th The ©. 
painter N eee mae with ſuch 


miſtreſs having: aſked/ what ſtory ' the 


tiz, her two companions and. me, detain- _ 


. 


which ſhe was going torelate, was none 


mediately began in theſe words. 
ff FE I 


IX brother and a ſiſter: the firſt, 


and lighted up a dangerous and 3 
war in the kingdom; but had the mi- 
« fortune to loſe two battles, and fall 


© called Mainfroy, re volted againſt him, 


of thoſe that required ſecrecy ; and im- 


DOG ER, King of Sicily, -had.a © 


into the hands of the king, Who con- 


« tented himſelf with puniſhing his re- 


« ty. This clemertcy ſerved only to make 


Roger paſs for a barbarian, in the opi- 5 
nion of one part of his ſubjects, ho 

« ſaid he had only ſaved his brothers 
life, in order to exerciſe upon him a 
© flow: and inhuman revenge. But all 
the reſt, with better foundation, im- 


puted the harſh treatment that Main- 
© froy ſuffered in priſon, to his ſiſter Ma- 


« thilda alone: for ſhe had, in effect, al.. 


+ ways hated. the prince, and did not 


ceaſe perſecuting him as long as he 


© lived ; but ſhe died ſoon after him, 
© and her death was looked upon as a 
5 juſt puniſhment of her unnatural dif, 


. © Mainfroy having left two ſons, 26 


felt the ſame pangs, at fight of theſe 
doleful images, but that each received I 


Sigi 


eee, 


c yet in their infancy, Roger wiſhed to 
get rid of them; fearing that, when 


« bellion, by depriving him of his liber- 


— * 


—— 


8 alle" wr = : 
r WY 
a. 4 a: 22 "> +46 


= ey rnd i 


* —— — he 
— Eo = — — — ——— — — 
— 1 - = nS EE 
_ . 7 3 a 9 — 


— == 


— 
—— Ces — 
— — — 
* * 4 2 


— 


r 


nem — 


2 


2 — 


— — 


— 


— 


ar” 


Es 


————— — —— — 


8 - 
— — 
ITT 
— => — 


— % 
— 


s they ſhould arrive at a more advanced | 
. © age, the deſire of revenging their fa- 
ther, would induce them to revive a 


' © fipn to the fenator Leontio Siffredi, his 


© youngeſt, who was called Don Pedro, 
to the care of the Conſtable of Sicily. 


' * only daughter of the Princeſs Mathil- 


_ ©ſerved in that prince ſuch amiable qua- 


© bleffed, however, with two daughters; 


pable of love, entertained a mutual 
© paſſion 3 though they had not the li- 


| *to the ceiling, that the eye could not | 


\ 


; 


— 


« faction which was not ſo much quelled, 
* but that it might occaſion new trou- 
© bles in the ſtate. He imparted his de- 


* miniſter; who, to divert him. from 
« purting it in execution, undertook the 
*education of Prince Henriquez, the 
« eldeſt, and adviſed him to commit the 


Roger, perſuaded that his nephews 
© would be brought np by theſe men in 
© that ſubmiſſion and duty which they 
* owed to him, left the princes to their 
conduct; and took upon himſelf the 
care of his niece Conſtantia, who was 
© of the ſame age with Henriquez, and 


©da; he furniſhed her with women and 
© maſters, and ſpared nothing in her 
—:.. 5 ö 

« Leontio Siffredi had a caſtle two 
* thort Jeagues from Palermo, at a place 
called Belmont; and there that miniſ- 
© ter employed himſelf in rendering 
« Henriquez worthy of mounting one 
day the throne of Sicily. He ſoon ob- 


4 


« jities, that he applied himſelf to the 
© cultivation of them as cloſely as if had 
* had no children of his own. He was 


© the eldeſt of whom, called Blanche, 
© younger by a year than the prince, was 
« adorned with the moſt perfect beauty: 
©the other, named Porcia, whoſe birth 
« occaſioned her mother's death, was 
« ſtill in the cradle. Blanche and Prince 
© Henriquez, as ſoon as they were ca- 


« berty of conberſing in private. The 
« prince, however, did not fail to find 
© opportunities ſometimes, and knew ſo 
© well how to profit by theſe precious 
© moments, that he engaged the daugh- 
© ter of Siffredi to allow him to execute 
« a project he had formed. Juſt about 
this time, it happened that Leontio 
« was obliged, by the king's orders, to 
«© make a journey into one of the moſt 


remote provinces of the iſland; and 


during his abſence, Henrique cauſed 
© an opening to be made in the wall of 
© his apartment, that was contiguous to 
the chamber of Blanche; ſupplying. 
© it with a fliding partition of wood, that 
© opened and ſhut, without being per- 
* ceived ; becauſe it was ſo cloſely joined 
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\* ſplendid alliance may add new realmg 


« diſcover the artifice. A ſkilful archi- 


« te&t, whom the prince had made his 


friend, performed the Work with equal 


* diligence and fecreſy.''' 


© Through this paſſage the amorous 


© Henviquez introduced himſelf ſome- 


© times into the chamber of his miſtreſs; 


© but he did not abuſe her favour : for 
* though ſhe was imprudeny enough to 
© allow him a private entrance into her 
* apartment, ſhe did not condeſcend ſo 
far, until he had aſſured her, that he 
* would never aſk any. thing that inno- 


. * cence could not grant. One night, he 


found her very uneafy, becauſe ' ſhe 
* had heard that Roger was very ill, and 
© had ſent for Siffredi, as high chancel- 
© lor of the kingdom, in order to intruſt 
* him with his laſh will. She repreſent- 


© ed to herſelf already, her dear Henri- 
© quez on the throne, and being afraid 


of loſing him in that high ſtation, was 


© under the utmoſt anxiety; and the 


© tears ſtood in her eyes when he appear- 


ed. Heavens! you weep, Madam; 
* what muſt I think of that ſorrow with 


© which I ſee. you overwhelmed ?'%— 
Sir,“ replied Blanche, ! I cannot con- 
t ceal my alarms: the king, your uncle, 
«will ſoon ceaſe to live, and you will 
% ſucceed | him. When I, therefore, 


— 


0 foreſee how far your new greatneſs will \ 


© remove you from me, I own, I cannot 
* be unconcerned. A menarch ſeldom 
„ beholds things with a lover's eye, and 
„ that which was his utmoſt ambition 
& while he was a ſubject, affects him but 
66 flightly when he is on the throne, 
„Whether it be an unhappy preſage, 
or reaſon alone that inſpires me, I 
feel my. ſoul agitated with emotions 


te that all my confidence in your good- . 


„ neſs cannot aſſuage; and though I 
& dare not doubt your generoſity, Ican- 
© not help diſtruſting my own deſtiny.” 
—** Adorable Blanche!“ replied | the 
prince, “your fears, are obliging, and 
&« juſtify my attachment to your charms ; 
« but the exceſs of your doubts injures 


my love, and (if I may be allowed io 


* ſay ſo) the eſteem which you owe me, 
No think not my deſtiny and yours 
can ever be ſeparated : believe rather, 


that you will always be the objeétof 


e my happineſs and joy. Lay aſide your 
e fear, therefore, and let it not diſturb 
“ ſuch endearing moments.” . Ah, 
„Sir!“ anſwered the daughter of Leon- 
tio, „as ſoon as you are crowned, 
your ſubjects, perhaps, will demand 


« for your queen a princeſs deſcended 


* from a lo race of: kings, whoſe 


«yg 
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«to yours; and perhaps, alas! you 


c will anſwer their expectation, even at 
«the expence of your inclination.” —— 
« Ha ! why,” replied Henriquez, with 


© ſome warmth, ** why are you thus 


« prone to torment yourſelf; by raiſin 
« {ach an afflicting image of what wil 
c never happen? Should Heaven dif- 
te poſe of the king, my uncle, and make 
ce me maſter of Sicily, I {wear that 1 
will eſpouſe you in Palermo, in pre- 
« ſence of all my court; and I invoke 
my. 
« oath !”? | es © SOM 
S Siffredi's daughter was cheered by 
«© the proteſtations of Henriquez, and 
« the reſt of their converſation turned 
© on the king's diſtemper : on which 
© occaſion, Henriquez diſcovered the 
« roodneſs of his heart, in lamenting 
£ his uncle's fate, with which he had no 
« creat reaſon to be affected: the force 
of blood making him regret a prince, 
© by whoſe- death he ſhould acquire a 


'<crown. Blanche, as yet, did not know 


all the misfortunes that threatened her. 


1 


«The Conſtable of Sicily had met her 


© coming out of her ta;her's apartment, 


© que day when he was at the caſtle of 


« Belmont, on ſome important affairs, 


. © was captivated with her beauty, and 


© next day demanded her in marriage 
« of Siffredi, who conſented to the 
match; but Roger's diſtemper in- 


« tervening, the nuptials were deferred, 


and Blanche knew notking of the 
matter. ö 


One morning, juſt as Henriquez had 


c done dreſſing, he was ſurprized to ſee 


Leontio, followed by e tw: 
ir,“ ſaid that 


c into his apartment. | 
© miniſter to him, the news I bring are 


4 afflicting, but the conſolation with 


« which they are attended ought to 
« moderate your grief. The king your 
«uncle is dead, after having left you 
«heir to his ſceptre ; and Sicily is ſub- 


4 ject to your ſway. The grandees of 


« the realm, who attend your orders at 
« Palermo, have commiſſioned me to 
«* receive them from your mouth ; and 


* 2 


„Jam come, Sir, with my daughter, 


cc the firſt of your new ſubjects, to offer 
« you our early and ſincere homage.” 
© The prince, who knew very well that 
© Roger had laboured two months un- 
c der a diſeaſe that gradually {conſumed 
him, was not much ſurprized at this 
© piece of news; nevertheleſs, ſtruck 
© with the ſudden change of his condi- 


© tion, he felt a thouſand confuſed emo- 


© tions riſe within his breaſt ; and having 
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© addreſſing himſelf to Leontio in'theſe 


© words ; *© Sage Siffredi, I ſhall al- 


ways look upon you as my father, glo- 
© ry in regulating my conduct by your 


© counſel, and you ſhall be as much a 


* king in Sicily as I am.” So ſayings 


. © he advanced to a table on which there 


* was a ſtandiſh, and taking a ſheet of 
paper, wrote his name at the bottom 
© of the page, What are you about to 
do, Sir:“ ſaid Siffredi to him. 


ing, “ Receive, Madam, this pledge of 


© my faith, and of the empire over my. 


* inclinations, which I now yield to you.“ 
Blanche took it, bluſhing, and made 
* this anſwer to the prince: I receive 
„with reſpect the favours of my king; 
* but I depend upon a father;; and T 


“hope your Majeſty will not take it ill, 


that 1 depoſit this paper in his hands, 


| © to'be uſed as his prudenee ſhall direct 


«© him.“ 


She accordingly gave the r. | 
10 


© tion of Henriquez to hei father, W 


-* muſed ſome time, broke ſilence, by | 


i * themſelves very handſomely ; 


then obſerved what till that moment 


© had eſcaped his penetration: he diſ- 
* cerned the prince's ſentiments, and ſaid 


to him; Your Majeſty ſhall have no 
* cauſe to reproach me; for I. will not 


* abuſe your confidence.” . My dear 
„ Leontio,” crj 
ing him, **doPt imagine you can abuſe 
„it. Whatever uſe you ſhall make of 
the paper, I will approve of your de- 
* termination. But go,” added he, “ re- 
turn to Palermo, order the prepara- 
tions to be made for my coronation, 
“ and tell my ſubjects, that I will fol- 


* low you immediately thither, in or- 
„ der to receive their oaths of allegi- 


s ance, and afſure them of my affec- 


„ tion.” The miniſter obeyed his new 


* maſter's order; and, with his daugh- 
* ter, ſet out for Palermo.” 
* A few hours after their departure, 


© the prince took the ſame road, more 


* engrofled by his love, than by the high 
© rank to which he was raiſed. As 


* ſoon as he arrived in the city, he was 


© ſaluted with innumerable ſhouts of joy; 
and, amidſt the acclamations of his 


© people, entered the palace, where _ 
© every thing was already prepared for 
the ceremony, and where he found the 
© Princeſs Conſtantia in deep mourning, 
and to all appearance very much at 

© fefted with Roger's death. As they 


* owed one another a mutual compliment 
© of condolence on the event, they both 


but 


19 1 
« am going to manifeſt my gratitude and 
«© eſteem,” anſwered Henriquez, pre- 
* ſenting the ſheet to Blanche, and ſay- 


Henriquez, interrupt- 
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106 THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF, 
© but it was more cold on the fide of | © which in ſecret tortured the monarch's 
© Henriquez, than on that of Conſtance ; I ſoul. | . 
* who, in ſpite of the enmity ſubſiſting | * Conſtance, who, both on account 
«£ between their families, could not hate | © of her own glory, and her paſſion for 
© the prince. He placed himſelf on the | © Henriquez, enjoyed the publick ſatis- 
4 fthrone, and the princefs ſat on his | © faction more than any body, choſe this 
£ right-hand, in an elbow-chair not quite | © time to aſſure him of her gratitude. 
© ſo high. The grandees of the king- |} * But the prince, in vain endeavouring 
dom took their places, each according | * to conſtrain himſelf, received her com-. 
© to his rank: the ceremony began, and | * pliments with great affliction ; and was, 
© Leontio, as high-chancellor of the ſtate, | © indeed, in ſuch diſorder, that he could 
c and keeper of the late, king's will, | © not even perform what decency re- 
opened and read. it with an audible | © quired. At laſt, yielding to the vio- 
© voice. This deed contained in ſub- | © lence of his paſſion, he approached 
c ſtance, that Roger ſeeing himſelf with- Siffredi, whom the duty of his office 
out iſſue, named the eldeſt ſon of | * obliged to be pretty near his perſon, 
© Mainfroy for his ſucceſſor, on condi- | © and. with a low voice faid,. . What 
© tion that he ſhould eſpouſe the Prin- ]“ have you done, Leontio ? The ſub- , 
© ceſs Conſtance ; which if he refuſed to | “ ſcription, which I put into your daugh- 
© perform, he ſhould forfeit the crown | ** ters hands, was not intended for this 
'© of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, his] uſe. You have betrayed—” « Sir,” 
© brother, who ſhould enjoy it on the | ** ſaid Siffredi, interrupting him in a re- 
«fame terms. | I © folute tone, conſider your own glory; 
'© Henriquez was confounded at theſe. | ** if you refuſe to follow the will of 
words; the reſtriftion gave him in- „ the king your uncle, you loſe the. 
© credible pain, which became ſtill more f crown of Sicily.” He had no ſooner \ / 
violent, when Leontio, after having | © ſpoke in this manner, than he removed 
6 read the will. pronounced to the whole | © at a greater diſtance. from the king, 
* aſſembly. ** My lords, having report- | © that he might not have an opportunity 
tc ed the laſt intentions of the late king to |* to reply, Henriquez remained in the 
© o“·ỹ new monarch, that generous prince | © utmoſt perplexity, and felt himſelf 
© conſents to honour his couſin, the | * agitated by contrary emotions. He 
be P. inceſs Conſtance, with his hand”? | © was incenſed againſt Siffredi; he could 
At theſe words, Henriquez interrupted | © not reſolve to abandon Blanche; but, 
© the chancellor, ſaying, Leontio, re- | *diſtrafted between her and the intereſt 
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1415 te member the writing which Blanche—” of his glory, it was ſome time before 
N 4 Sir,” ſaid Siffredi with precipitation, he could come to any reſolution. How- 
40 © before the prince had time to explain | © ever, he was determined at laſt, and 
| 1 5 © himſelf, here it is. The grandees | * thought he had fallen upon a method 
1 * of the realm,” added he, ſhewing the © to preſerve the daughter of Siſfredi, 
i © paper to the aſſembly, © will here ſee * without rerouncing the throne. He 
ii 4 by your majeſty's auguſt ſignature, the | * feigned ſubmiſſion to the will of Roger, 
1 * eſteem you have for the princeſs, and | * and purpoſed, while a diſpenſation for 
4 40 the deference you pay to the laſt will his marriage with his conſin ſhould, be 
114-0 of the deceaſed king your uncle.” | * ſoliciting at Rome, to gain the nobles. 
1910 08 Having ſpoke theſe words, he read the | * of the realm by his bounty, and efta- 


© deed with which he himſelf had filled | © bliſh his power ſo well, that he ſhould, 
© the paper, containing the maſt ſolemn | © not be obliged to fulfil it's conditions. 
© engagement to marry Conſtance, con As ſoon as he had formed this de- 
« formable to the intention of Roger. | © ſign, he became more tranquil; and 
© The hall rung with repeated ſhouts of | © turning to Conſtance, confirmed to 
v all preſent, who cried, “ Long hive | © her what the high-chancellor had read, 
* our magnanimous King Henriquez !” | © before the whole aſſembly. But in 
© for as nobody was ignorant of the | © the very moment when he. betrayed, 
© averſion which that prince had always [ himſelf ſo far as to plight his troth to 
© manifeſted for the princeſs, it was | © her, Blanche arrived in the council- | 
© feared, not without reaſon, that he | © hall. She came thither by er father's. 
* would revolt againſt the condition of “command, to pay her reſpects to the 
© the will, and by theſe means raiſe | © princeſs, and her ears were ſtruck with 
commotions in the kingdom. But the | © the, words of Henriguez, at her fixſl 
© reading of this paper entirely compoſed entrance. Beſides, Leontio, being de- 
© the minds of the nobles and people, Þ © firous that ſhe ſhould have no cauſe to 
and excitedthoſe general acclamations, Þ © doubt of her misfortune, ſaid, 3 b 
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* he preſented her to Conſtanoe, 
4 Daughter, do homage to your queen, 
c and wiſh her all the ſweets of a flouriſh- 


& ing reign and happy marriage.” — 
This terrible ſtroke overwhelmed the | 


© unfortunate Blanche: in*vain ſhe en- 
© deayoured to conceal her grief; ſhe 
© bluſhed, and grew pale, alternately, 
© and ſhook through every limb. Never- 
© theleſs, the princeſs had not the leaſt 
* ſufpicion of the cauſe, but attributed 
© the diforder in which ſhe paid her 
© compliment, to the perplexity of a 
a 1049 creature bred up in ſolitude, 
© and altogether unaccuſtomed to the 
court. 15 

« the young King: the ſight of Blanche 


© abathed, him; and the deſpair he ob- 


<ſerved in | er eyes, tranſported him 

luite beſide himſelf. He did not 
© ſhe helieved him unfaithful He would 
© have been leſs uneaſy, could he have 


© ſpoke ro her: Hut how could he find 
© an opportunity, when all Sicily, as one 
may ſay, had it's eyes upon him. Be- 
« ſides, the cruel Siffredi deprived him 


* of that hope: for, reading the 


thoughts of theſe two lovers in their: 
looks | prevent the 
'© miſchief which the violence of their 


© looks, and willing to 


© paſſion might create in the ſtate, that 
* miniſter, in an artful manner, car- 
«© ried his daughter out of the aſſem- 
© bly, and let out with her on his re- 
© turn, to Belmont; reſolved, for more 
« reaſons than one, to have her married 
© as ſoon as poſſible. 8 
© They were no ſooner arrived, than 
The made her acquainted with all the 
© horror of her fate, by declaring that 
he had promiſed her in marriage to 
© the Conſtable. *« Juſt Heaven !” cried 
© ſhe, in a tranſport of grief, which her 
© father's preſence could not repreſs; 
« for what direful puniſhment is the un- 
« fortunate Blanche reſerved!” Her de. 
. © ſpair was even ſo violent, as to ſuſpend 
© all the faculties of her ſoul. She was 
© ſeized with an univerſal chilneſs, and 
becoming clay-cold and wan, ſwooned 
away in the arms. of her father. He 
© was affected with her condition; but, 
© though he ſhared her affliction with 
© all the tenderneſs of a parent, his firſt 
© reſoliition' fill remained unſhaken. 
Blanche, at length, recovered her 


© ſpirits, more through the exquiſite 


« ſenſation'of her grief, than through 
© the water which Siffredi ſprinkled. on 


x 


© her face; which perceiving, while ſhe 


* opened her languiſhing eyes, . Sir,” 


© ſaid ſhe, with a feeble voice, I am 


© afhamed that you have ſeen my weak · 
* | 
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; * neſs; but death, which muſt ſoon ed 
% my toriments, will in a little time rid 
{ « you of an unhappy daughter, who 
has dared to diſpoſe of her aut with- 
© out your conſent.” —* No, my dear 
„Blanche,“ replied Leontio; live, 
let virtue reſume'its empire in your 
« breaſt. The Conſtable's paſſion does 


t was quite otherwiſe with 


wy 
2 Jeußt thr,” Judging by appearances. 


« you honour; he is the moſt conſider- 
„ able match in the kingdom.“ —“ I 


Blanche, interrupting him; “ but, Sir, 
« the king had made me hope——” 
« Daughter,” ſaid Siffredi, cutting her 
* ſhort in his turn, I know all that 
© you Can ſay on that ſubjet. I am 
te not ignorant of your tenderneſs for 
« the prince, which at another eon- 
„ juncture I ſhould not diſapprove. You 
« ſhould even ſee me eager, to enſure 
« you of the hand of Henriquez, if the 
6 intereſt of his glory, and that of the 


* on Conſtance. It is on that condition 
« only, that the late king deſigned him 
« for his ſucceſſor ; and would you have 
him prefer you to the crown of Sicily? 
« Believe me, I ſympathize with you in 
© the cruel ſtroke you ſuffer ; but ſince 


« we cannot withſtand the decrees of 


e deſtiny, make one generous effort. : 
« Your glory is concerned, in conceal- 
« ing from the kingdom the vain. hope 

« with which you flattered yourſelf, - - 


« Your ſenſibility for the king may 
« raiſe reports to your diſadvantage ; 


ee them, will be to marry the Conſtable, 
4% In ſhort, Blanche, this is no time to 


The Conſtable has my promiſe, which 
1 beg you will perform; and if I 
to this reſolution, I order you to 
ce comply.“ 3 . Py” « 1 8 
So ſaying, he left her to reflect upon 


ing maturely conſidered the arguments 
© he had uſed, to ſupport her Virtue 
© againſt her inclination, ſhe would re- 
© ſolve, of herſelf, to give her hand to 
the Conſtable. In this he vas not 
| © miſtaken, Hut, what pangs did it coſt 
« the melancholy Blanche, before ſhe 
© came to that 
© in a conditio 


which, of all others, 


© loſing him, to way 
7 anbtfier, whom ſhe could not love, 


« created in her ſuch violent tranſports. ; 


O 2 | „ 


- 
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« eſteem his perſon and his merit,” ſaid 
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« ſtate, did not oblige him to beſtow it 


«© and the only means of preventing 


« deliberate. The king yields you for 
« a throne, and marries Conſtance, 


5 muſt uſe my authority to bring yo 


© what ſhe had heard, hoping, that have 


— — 


etermination ! ſhe was 


© was moſt worthy of compaſſion ! Grief" 
„for ſeeing her preſages of the infide- 
© lity of Henriquez changed into cer= 
< tainty, and for being conſtrained, in 

| give herfelf away ta, 
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of affliction, that every moment was 
'© attended with new torture. 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES 


OF 


« If my 
« misfortune is certain,” cried ſhe, 
« how can I reſiſt it without dying? 


„Cruel deſtiny! why was I fed with 


& the moſt delicious hope, when I was 
« doomed to ſuch an abyſs of miſery ! 


% And thou, perfidious lover! how 


dc durſt thou betroth thyſelf to ano- 
cc ther, after thou hadſt promiſed eternal 
« fidelity to me? haſt thou ſo ſoen forgot 
«< the faith which thou hadſt ſworn? 
« As a puniſhment for having ſo cruelly 
4 deceived me, may Heaven make the 
«© nuptial bed, which thou art going to 
« ſtain with perjury, not a ſcene of 
« pleaſure, but remorſe! May the ca- 
c reſſes of Conſtance convey poiſon to 
« thy faithleſs heart! and may thy 
marriage be as baleful as mine! Ves, 
© traitor! I will eſpouſe the Conſtable, 


«© whom I cannot love, to revenge me 


« upon myſelf, and puniſh me, for 
© having made ſo indiſcreet a choice of 
the object of my love! Since my re- 


6 ligion forbids me to make an attempt | 


« upon my life, the days I have to live 
« ſhall be nothing elſe than an unhappy 


46 ſeries of trouble and diſquiet. If 


*© thou ſlill preſerveſt any tenderneſs. 


© for me, thou wilt be mortified at ſee- 
0 ing me throw myſelf into the arms of 


«© another; and if thou haſt entirely 
« forgot me, Sicily, at leaſt, may boaſt 
© of having produced a woman, who 
& puniſhed herſelf for having too ſimply 
4 diſpoſed of her heart! ? 

In ſuch a ſituation did this unhap- 
© py victim of love and duty paſs hy 
© night that preceded her marriage with 
© the Conſtable; and Siffredi, finding 


© her next day ready to comply with 


© his deſire, made haſte to take the ad- 
© vantage of that favourable diſpoſi- 
© tion. He ſent for the Conſtable to 
© Belmont that ſame day, and married 
© him privately to his daughter, in the 
© chapel of the caſtle. It was not enough 
© to renounce a crown, to loſe for ever 
© a perſon whom ſhe loved, and beſtow 
© herſelf upon the object of her hatred ; 
but ſhe was alſo obliged to diſſemble 
© her ſentiments before a huſband who 
< was inflamed with the maſt ardent 
by bar for her, and nathrally of a jea- 
© Jous diſpoſition. Her ſpouſe, charmed 
with the poſſeſſion g& what he held 
© moſt dear, was continually in her com- 
© pany, and did not even allow her the 
© ſad conſolation pf bewailing her mis- 
© fortune in ſecret. When night ap- 
6 ee he daughter of Leontio felt 
© her afflictiva redouble ; but what were 


Ab 


© her pangs, when her women, after 
© having undreſſed, left her alone with 
© the Conſtable! He aſked, in a reſpect- 
ful manner, the cauſe of that ſorrow 
with which ſhe ſeemed to be depreſſed; 
© and Blanche, perplexed by the queſ- 
© tion, feigned herſelf indiſpoſed. This 
© deceived her huſband at firſt, but he 
did not long continue in his miſtake : 
for, as he was really concerned at the 
© condition in which he ſaw her, and 
© preſſed her to 80 to bed, his intreaties, 
* which ſhe miſinterpreted, preſented 
* ſuch a cruel image to her imagination, 
* that, being unable to contain herſelf 
* any longer, ſhe gave free vent to her 
ſighs and tears. What a ſight. was 
© this for a man, who believed himſelf 
* at the very ſummit of his happineſs! 
He no longer doubted that the afflic- 
tion of his wife portended ſomething 
* finiſter to his love. Nevertheleſs, 
* though the knowledge of it threw him 
into a lituation almoſt as deplorable as 
that of Blanche, he had ſuch command 
of himſelf, that he concealed his ſuſpi- 
cions. He redoubled his intreaties, 
and continued to preſs his ſpouſe to 
go to reſt ; aſſuring her, that he would 
not interrupt the repoſe which ſhe. 
* ſeemed ſo much to want. He even 
offered to call her women, if ſhe 
* thought their aſſiſtance could alleviate 
© her indiſpoſition. Blanche, encouraged 
by this promiſe, told him, that her 
* preſent weakneſs only required a lit- 
*tle ſleep. He pretended to believe 
her; and going to bed together, they 
* paſſed a night very different from 
* thoſe which Cupid and Hymen beſtow 
* on two lovers inſpired by mutual 
© paſſion. | 
While Siffredi's daughter indulged 
© her ſorrow, the Conſtable endeavour- 


c 
o 
„ 
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ed, within himſelf, to divine the cauſe 


that rendered his marriage ſo unhap- 
© py. He concluded there was a rival 
in the caſe; but was bewildered in 
© his own imagination, when he at- 
© tempted to diſcover who that rival 
© was ; and the ſole reſult of his con- 
« jectures was, that he was the moſt un- 
* happy of all mankind. He had al- 
© ready ſpent two thirds of the night in 
© theſe agitations, when his ears were 
« ſtruck with a hollow noiſe; and he 
© was not a little ſurprized to hear ſome- 
£ body walking ſoftly in the chamber. 
He believed himſelf miſtaken ; for he 
© remembered that he himſelf had lock+ 
© ed the door, after Blanche's women 
„were gone, and drew back the curtain 
to diſcover, by the evidence of his 
. 5 : eyes, 


—ñ — 


_ © treme agitation and profound grief. 


* 


G1 AS or 


eyes, the cauſe of the noiſe. which he 
© heard: but the light, which had been 
© left in the chimney, was extinguiſhed ; 
© and in a little time he heard the name 
© of Blanche e ee bg times, in 
£ a ſoft and languiſhing tone, Then his 
« jealous. ſuſpicions were inflamed to 
© fury, and his honour alarmed, oblig- 
ing him to riſe, in order to prevent. 
© an affront, or take vengeance for it, 
© he ſeized his ſword, and moved to- 
< wards that ſide whence, the voice 
* ſeemed to come. Feeling a naked 
© ſword oppoſed to his own, he ad- 
vanced the other retired ; he pur- 
©* ſued, and the other vaniſhed from his 
c purſuit. In vain did he ſearch for 
« him, who ſeemed to fly, through all 
«© the corners of the room, as much as 
© the darknefs would allow ; he could 
© not, find him; he ſtopped, liſtened, 
© and heard nothing. All ſeemed to be 
© inchantment ! he went to the door, 
© which he imagined had favoured the 
« flight of the ſecret enemy of his ho- 
© nour, but he found it faſt locked as 
© before. Not being able to compre- . 
© hend any thing of this adventure, he 
© called thoſe of his people who were 
. neareſt, and as he opened the door for 
that purpoſe, ſtood in the paſſage, and 
kept himſelf on his guard, that the 
© perſon whom he ſought might not 
b eſcape. e 
« Some ſervants hearing his repeated 
© cries, came running with lights; upon 
© which, he touk a candle, and made a 
© new ſearch in the chamber, ſword in 
© hand; but found nobody, nor the 
© leaſt mark of any perſon's having been 
there. He did not even perceive the 
© private door, nor the opening, through 
© which there was a paſſage. He could 
© not, however, blindfold himſelf, with 
regard to the circumſtances of his mis- 
« fortune, but remained in a ſtrange 
© confuſion of thoughts. Should he 
© have recourſe to Blanche, ſhe was too 


much concerned in the truth, for him 


© to expect an explanation from her. 
He therefore, reſolved to go and open 


his heart to Leontio, after having diſ- 


« miſſed his ſervants; telling them, that 
© he thought he had heard a noiſe in his 
© chamber, but was miſtaken. He met 
© his father-in-law coming out of his 
© apartment, at the diſturbance he had 
© heard, and recounted to him what had 
© happened, with all the marks. of ex- 


Siffredi was ſurprized at the adven- 
© ture, which, tho? it did not ſeem na- 
© tural, he nevertheleſs believed ; and 
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4. cenſed againſt him. 
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© thinking that the king's love was ca- 
© pable of any thing, was very much 
© afflicted with that conſideration. But 
© tar ſrom flattering the jealous ſuſpi- 
. © cions of his ſon-in-law, he repreſented 
© to him, with an air of aſſurance, that 
© the voice, which he thought he heard, 
and the ſword that was oppoſed to 
© his, could be no other, than phantoms 
of an imagination, miſled. by jealouſy ; 
© for, it was impoſſible that any body 
could have gone into his daughter's 
chamber; that with regard to the 
_* melancholy which he had obſerved in 
his wife, it might he occaſioned. by 
ſome indiſpoſition; that honour ought 
© not to be anſwerable for the viciflitudes 
© of temper; that the change of condi. 
tion in a girl uſed to live in ſolitude, 
* whoſees herſelf on a ſudden delivered 
© to a man, whom ſhe has not had time 
to know and to love, might be the 
© cauſe of thoſe tears, ſighs, and that 
* ſharp affliction, of which ſhe com- | 
© plained 5 that love was not to be 
* kindled in maidens of a noble birth, by 
| © any other means than time and aſſi- 
© duity ;, for which reaſons he exhorted 
© him to calm his diſquiet, redouble his 
© tenderneſs and care, in order to dif- 
© poſe Blanche to become more ſenſible 
« of his merit; and intreated him to re- 
turn to his chamber, being perſuaded - 
© that his uneaſineſs and diſtruſt were in- 
c juries done to the virtue of his wife. 
The Conſtable made no anſwer to, 
© the remonſtrances of his father-in-law : 
© whether he really began to think that 
© he might have been impoſed upon by 
© the diſorder of his mind, or judged it 
© a wiſer courſe to diſſemble, than to 
© undertake, in vain, to convince. the 
© old man of an event ſo void of all 
probability, he returned to. his apart» 
ment, lay down by his wife, and tried 
to obtain, by ſleep, ſome reſpite. from 
© his diſquiet. Blanche, on her. fide, 
was no leſs uneaſy than he; ſhe had 
but too well heard that which alarmed 
© her huſband, and could not conſider 
© as an illuſion, an adventure, the ſecret 
© and motives of which ſhe knew. Sur. 
* prized. that Henriquez ſhould ſeek to 
introduce himſelf into her apartment, 
© after having ſo ſolemnly pledged his 
« faith to Conſtance, inſtead of approv- 
ing or feeling the leaſt glimpſe of joy 
at this ſtep, ſhe looked upon it as a 
© new outrage, and her heart was in- 
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THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


« that unhappy prince, more in love 


© than ever, wiſhed for an interview with 
* Blanche, in order to encourage her 
© againſt the appearances that condernn- 
ed him. He would have come ſooner 


to Belmont for that purpoſe, had he 


been permitted by the multiplicity of 
© buſineſs in which he was neceſſarily 
engaged; but he could not fteal away 
© from court before that night. He 
© was too well acquainted with all the 


© private corners of a place where he 


© had been educated, to be under any 
difficulty of getting unſeen into Siffre- 


« di's caſtle; and he ſtill kept the key 


© of a private door that belonged to the 
garden, through which he got into 
© his old apartment, from whence he 


- paſſed into the chamber of Blanche. 
- © You may imagine the aſtoniſhment of 


that prince, when he found a man 
© there, and felt a ſword oppoſed to his 
© own. He had well nigh diſcovered 
* himſelf, and puniſhed on the {pot the 
£ audacious wretch, who durſt lift his 
© ſacrilegious hand againſt his lawful 
© King; but the reſpect he owed to 
© Leontio's daughter ſuſpended his re- 
* ſentment : he retired in the ſame man- 
ner he had entered; and, more afflict- 
© ed than ever, took the road to Paler- 


mo; where, arriving ſome moments 


before day, he ſhut himſelf up in his 
apartment. But the agitation of his 
« ſpirits depriving him of his reſt, he 


-© refolved to return to Belmont; his 


© fafety, honour, and above all, his love, 
not permitting him to remain longer 
ignorant of the leaſt circumſtance of 
£ ſuch a cruel adventure. 

© It was no ſooner day than he com- 
© manded his hunting equipage to be 
© pot ready; and, under pretence of 
© taking that diverſion, rode far into 
© the foreſt of Belmont, attended by his 


 ©ſportſmen and ſome courtiers. He 


© followed the chace ſome time, the 
© better to conceal his deſign ; and when 
© he ſaw every one eagerly engaged at 
5 the heels of the hounds, he ſeparated 
« himſelf from them, and, all alone, 
took his way to Leontio's caſtle. He 
© was too well acquainted with the paths 
© of the foreſt, to loſe himſelf ; and his 
© impatience not permitting him to ſpare 
© his horſe, he in a little time over- run 
£ the diſtance that ſeparated him from 
* the object of his love. He was juſt 
© invenring ſome plauſible pretext to 
5 procure for himſelf a private inter- 
© yiew with the daughter of Siffredi, 
© when, crofling a ſmall road that led by 
£ one of the park gates, he perceived, 


© ſighs. 


© hard by, two women, fitting in cloſe 
* converſation at the root of a tree. As 
© he did not doubt that theſe perſons 
© belonged to the caſtle, the fight of 
them raiſgd within him ſome emotion; 
©but he was much more 99 
« when the women, turning towards 
© him, at the noiſe of his horſe's feet, he 
knew one of them to be his dear 
© Blanche, who had eſcaped from the 
* caſtle with Niſa, one of her women, 
© who enjoyed the greateſt ſhare of her 
© confidence, to bewail her misfortune 
© at full liberty. 5 

© He flew; he threw himſelf head- 
© long (if 1 may uſe the expreſſion) at 
© her feet; and perceiving in her*eyes 
© all the marks of the moſt profound 
© affliction, was melted at the fight. 
„Fair Blanche,” ſaid he,“ ſuſpend the 
emotions of your grief; appearances, 
«« I confeſs, repreſent me only to your 
t eyes: but when you are made ac- 
* quainted with the deſign which I have 
e formed in your behalf, that which 
% you now look upon as a crime, will 
© appear to you a proof of my inno- 
© cence and exceſs of love.“ Theſe 
words, which Henriquez thought ca- 


'< pable of moderating, ſerved only to 


© redonble the affliction of Blanche, who 
© would have anſwered him, had not 
© her voice been choaked up with her 
The prince, aſtoniſhed with 
© her diſorder, ſaid, How, Madam! 
„can't I, then, calm your diſquiet? 
« By what misfortune have I loſt your 
% confidence ? I, who hazard my crown, 
«© and even my life, to keep myſelf 
« yours !” It was then that the daughter 
* of Siffredi, making an effort to explain 
© herſeif, replied, ** Sir, your promiſes 
© re now unſeaſonable. Nomthing 
* henceforth can bind my deſtiny to 
&« urs.“ Ah, Blanche !” ſaid Hen. 
© riquez, interrupting her with warmth, 
© what cruel words are theſe I hear| 
© Who dares raviſh you from my love 


Who dares oppoſe the fury of a king, 


* who would put all Sicily in flames, 
4 rather than {fer you to be torn from 
© his hopes?“ All your powers, 
„Sir,“ anſwered Siffredi's daughter, 


ima lanquiſhing manner, “ cannot re- 


„ move the obſtacle by which we are 


« ſeparated —— I am the Conſtable? 


„ wife !”*--& The Conſtable's wife 
* cried the prince, ſtaggering backward, 
and unable to go on. He was con- 
founded and overwhelmed by this un- 
© peed blow: his ſtrength forfook him, 
© and he dropped down at the root of a 
tree that grew behind him. Pale, 
| __ *trembling, 


gave her to underſtand how deeply, 


Sir! do you add diſſimulation to in- 


44 ſhining throne was no more my due, 


„to have indulged me in my error. 


« trembling, and depreſſed, he had no- 
© thing free but his eyes, which he fixed 
©upon Blanche, in ſuch a manner as 


« affected he was with the unhappy ti- 
«dings ſhe had declared. She, on the, 
© other hand, looked upon him with an 
© air + hich eonvinced him that her emo- 
« tions were little different from thoſe 
he felt; and thele two unfortunate. 
© lovers preſerved, between them, a 
«© filence that had ſomething terrible in 
it. At length, the prince, recollect. 
© ing himſelt a little, by an effort of his, 
courage, reſumed the diſcourſe, and 
* ſaid to Blanche, with a ſigh, «© What 
< have you done, Madam 1 Your cre- 
« dulity has ruined me, and undone 
« yourſelf!” | is 
Blanche, piqued at the prince's 
© ſeeming. to upbraid her, when ſhe. 
© thought ſhe had much more cauſe to 
complain of him, replied, What, 


« fidelity ? Would you have me diſ- 
© credit my own eyes and ears, and be- 
« lieve you innocent, in. ſpite of the 
« evidence of my ſenfes ? No, Sir! I 
« own myſelf incapable of ſuch an effort 
ce of reaſon,” - Nevertheleſs, Ma- 
©< dam,” anſwered the king, you are 
« impoſed upon by theſe very witneſſes 
ce which ſeem ſo faithful; even they 
« have aſſiſted in betraying you; and 
cc that I am innocent and faithful, is no 
« leſs true, than that you are the Con- 
ce ſtable's wife. How, Sir!“ ſaid 
© ſhe, _** did I not hear you confirm to 
© Conſtance the preſent of your hand 
« and heart? Have you not aſſured the 
< nobles of the kingdom, that you 
« would fulfil the conditions of the late 
« king's will? and has not the princeſs 
« received the homage of your new 
« ſubjets, in quality of queen, and 
« ſpouſe of Henriquez? Were my eyes 
«© then bewitched ? Say, ſay rather, an- 
« faithful prince! that you did not, 
« think Blanche ought to balance in your 
« heart the'intereſt of a throne! and, 
« without ſtooping to feign a paſſion 
« that you no longer feel, and perhaps 
ec never felt, confeſs that the crown of 
« Sicily appeared to you more fixed with 
« Conſtance than with Leontio's daugh- 
© ter! You are in the right, Sir: a 
« than the heart of a prince ſuch as 
« you are, I was too vain, in pre- 
« tending to either; but you ought not 


ce You know the alarms I felt on account 
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« ſeemed to me almoſt inevitable. Why 
did you encourage me with hope ? 
„% Would to Heaven my fears had not 


— 


(„ fortune, not you ; and you would 


6 though at the' expence of a hand 
„ which no other ſhould ever have ob- 
i tained! It is now no time to juſtify. 
[<< yourſelf! I am the Conſtable's wife; 
* and, that I may ipare myſelf the con- 
„ ſequence of a converſation that makes 
my glory bluſh, give me leave, Sir, 


« I owe you, to quit the preſence of a 


: rty to hear.” 20 , 
So ſaying, ſhe left Henriquez with 


as much haſte as her preſent weak con- 


« dition would allow. Stop, Madam!“ 
eried he, . and do not drive to deſpair a 


«« throne which you upbraid him with 
© having. preferred to you, than fulfil 


— “ That ſacrifice,” ſaid Blanche, is 
e at preſent vain, While I am married 
% to the Conſtable, thefe generous tranſ- 


vid no longer at liberty, it is of ſmall 
importance to me that you reduce 


&« your hand! It I have been weak 
© enough to let my heart be ſurprized, 
„J ſhall at have fortitude enough 


King of Sicily ſee, that the Conſta- 
{© ble's wife is no longer the lover of 
„Prince Henriquez!” When ſhe-pro- 
* nounced theſe words, being cloſe to 
the park gate, ſne entered it of a ſud. 
den with Niſa; and, locking it on the 
© other ſide, left the prince overwhelm. 
© ed with ſorrow. He could not recover 
the blow which Blanche had given. 
him, by the account of: her marriage. 


have loſt all remembrance of our mu- 
„ tual,engagement! In ſpite of 6ur.re- 
« ciprocal vows,'we are for ever part- 
«ed;. and the idea which I had che- 
v riſhed of poſſeſſing your charms, was 
* no. more than a vain illufion! Ah, 
6 cruel maid ! how dearly did I buy. 
«« your approbation of my flame! ? 


© took ſuch full poſſeſſion of his ſoul for 
+ ſome moments, that he was on the 


«« of loſing you; a mis fortune that then 


* even Siffredi himſelf, to his reſent». 
| * ment, Reaſon, however, by de 
| The | 6 


been diſlipated ! I ſhould have accuſed © 
© have, at leaſt, preſerved my heart, 


% without failing in that reſpect. which 


prince whom I am no longer at li- 
4 


prince, who will rather overturn that 


te the expectation of his new ſubjects!” 


6 parts will not avail: fince-I am then 


« Sicily to-aſhes, or to whom. you give 


<« to ſtifle it's emotions, and let the new - 


„ Unjuſt Blanche!“ cried he, © you 


Then the image of his rival's happi- 
© neſs preſented itſelf to his fancy, with 
all the horrors of jealouſy ; which, 


point of ſacrificing the Conſtable, and 


Tees, 
layed 
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THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


. 
©allayed the violence of his tranſports: 

© but the impoſſibility he perceived of 
© baniſhing from Blanche the impreſſions 
© the retained of his infidelity, threw . 


him 2 into deſpair. He flattered ,| 
« himſelf with the Ropes of effacing 


them, provide he conld- converſe 
with her at Jberty : for which pur 
©.poſe, judging it neceſſary to remove 
«© the Conſtable, he refolved-to have him 


edefigns againſt the ſtate. He accord 
© jngly charged with this office the cap- 
« tain of his guard; who, repairing to 
© Belmont, fecured his perſon in the 
© twilight, aud brought him priſoner ta 
©the caſtle nt: 
This incident filled all Belmont with 
t conſternation. Siffredi ſet. out imme. 
diately to offer himſelf to the King, as 
ſecurity for his ſon-in-law, and to re- . 
« preſent the troubleſome confequence | 
of ſuch an arreft. The prince, who 


« tain a free interview with Blanche, 
© before the Conſtable ſhould be re- 
©leafed, had expreſsly ordered, that no 
© perfon whatever ſhould ſpeak with 
© him till next day. But Leontio, not- 
4 withſtanding this order, finding means 
to get acceſs to the king's chamber, 
« preſented himſelf befere him, ſaying, 
* Sir, if a loyal and reſpggttul ſubject 


«© maſter, I am come to complain of 


4% you to yourſelf. What crime has my, |. 
% ſon-in-law committed? Has your ma- 
s jefty duly reflected on the eternal re- 


« proach you have fixed upon my fa- 


« from your ſervice the hearts of thoſe | 
„ who fill the moſt important poſts of 
ce the realm?“ “ I have certain intel- ; 
«« ligence,” replied the king, ** that the 
« Conftadble carries on a criminal cor-. 
«| reſpondence with the Infant Don. 
% Pedro.” ——* Criminal correſpon- 
« dence!” cried Leontio, with ſurprize; 
© do not believe it. Your majeſty is. 
«© jmpoſed upon; treaſon never entered 
«the family of Siffredi; and the Con- 
« ſtable's being my ſon-in-lawzisenongh, 
4 to ſcreen him from all ſuſpicion. The 
« Conttable is innocent; but other ſe- 
t cret views have induced you to arreſt 
4 him.“ 
Since you talk to me ſo freely,” 
© replied the king, „I will ſpeak to 
«you in the fame manner. You com- 
«plain of the Conſtable's being impri- 
*« ftoued, What! have I not more 


. 


ie 


sa neceſſity of 


lain of his 


* cauſe to complain of your N 8 
0 


«It is you, barbarous Siffredi) w 


have robbed me of my quiet, and re- 
s duged me, by your officious cares, to 


condition that makes me envy the. 


« loweſt of mankind! But do not flatter” 
-+ yourſelf that 1 will enter info” Four 
e ſchemes: my marriage. with- Con- 


„ ſtance-is reſolved upon. in vag! — 


How, Sir l' cried Leontio, treinbling, 
et can you refuſe to marry the princeſs, 
after having flattered her with that 
hope before your whole people?“ 
4 If I deceive their expectätion,“ 
replied, the king, “ aſcribe it ſolely to 


« yourſelf. Why did you lay me under 
: fo 55 e 
could not perform? Who compelled. 
«you to fill a paper, which I gave your 
„ daughter, with the name of Con- 
«ſtance? You was not ignorant of my 
intention; you tyrannized over the 
„heart of Blanche, in making her 


expected tliis ſtep of his miniſter, and | marry a man whom ſhe did not love. 


ho was reſolved, at all events to ob- 


„But what right had you to diſpoſe 
„of mine, in fayour of a princeſs whom 
% I hate? Have you forgot that the is 


the daughter of that cruel Mathilda, 


« who, trampling under her feet all the 
« ties of blood and humanity, made my 


e father breathe his laſt, under all the 


« rigours of captivity? And ſhall I 
„ eſpouſe her? No, Siffredi! lay aſide 


that hope. Before you ſee the torch 


« of theſe direful nuptials.lighted, you 
ce will ſee all Sicily, in flames, and its 
c aſhes-quenched in blood! ? 
„% What do I hear !” cried Leontio.. 
« Ah, Sir! what a proſpect have you 
«thewn me! what terrible threats! But 
am unſeaſonably alarmed,” added 
© he, in another tone; „ you love your 
* ſubjects too well, to entail upon them 
* ſuch miſery. You. will not allow 
« yourſelf to be overcome by love! 


« You will nat tarniſn your virtues 


<« with the weakneſſes of ordinary men! 
cc If I have beſtowed my daughter on 
« the Conſtable, it was done, Sir, with 
« a view of acquiring for your majeſty 
« a valiant ſubject, who can ſupport 
with his arm, and the troops which . 
are at his diſpoſal, your intereſt againſt 


that of the Prince Don Pedro. I 


«thought, that in attaching him to my 


a family, by | fuch intimate tie 


«© Ha! "theſe are the ties,” cried the 


| © Prince Henriquez, © theſe are the 


«fatal ties that have undone mei 


„„ Cruel friend ! why did you inflict ſuch. 


« a heavy ſtroke upon me! Did I order 


« you to manage my concerns at the 


« expence of my heart ? Why ot you 
2 | not 
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not leave me te ſupport m rights h 
73 4 myſelf t Did. 4 Want cgurage to re- 
* duce thoſe w | 
me, I ſhguld have Known how to 


ace de 
chief aim; put muſt t 


„Mou know very well, Sir,“ replied 4. 
n ceived. He went ſtraight ta the apart- ' 
ment of his wife, and concealing. him- 
ſelf in an agtichamber, behind a ſereen 


N EY 
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ho..ſhopld rebel againk, 


x 


« puniſh the Conſtable; had he dif- 
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. obeyed me. I Know that Kings ought- 
ey gs 01 


= 


that the happi - 


* 


“not to be. 1 and 


N rae therefore be 
ts; and from: 


the moment that Heaven chuſes them, 


that, nature 
«« grants, to all men, of dilpoſing their: 
« affections as they pleaſe > Ab! if they. 
«, muſt Hot Enjoy the privilege. of the 
« lowelt claſs. of mortals, take. backe, 
„ Sifffedi, that ſovereign power, which. 


1 


58 you would confir m at the expence 


( 
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* 

* 
* 


the miniſter, ** that your marriage. 


% with the princeſs was, by the late 


« king, made the condition gf your ſuc-. 


„ 50 A 
ceſſion to the crown. And what. 


4 right,” anſwered Henriquez, “ had 


«her 


he to eſtabliſh. that diſpoſitipn? Had 


5 : J 


ccived ſuch an unworthy law, 


1 


ben he Hucceeded to his brother 
King Charles? And how, came. you. 


to be ſo weak, as to ſubmit to the un- 


juſt condition? For an high-chan-.. 

„ cellor, methinks ery 
formed of our gu | 
though I have promiſed my hand to, 
«« Conſtance, it was not a voluntary en- 


15 are very ill in, 
oms, Ina word; 


«© gagement, therefore 1 de not iniend. 


to Keep-my word; aud. if Don Pedro, 
from my refuſal}, conceives the hope 
of mounting my throne, without en- doubt that: Henriques w 
© advantage of that conjuncture to vit 

and converſe with her at liberty; and, 
in this opinion, ſhe waited for the 
prince; in order, to reproach him with _ 
an ackion which, might have terrible 


*« gaging the people in a quarrel, which, 


might coſt 100 much blood, let the, 


„ ſword decide, in à ſingle combat, 


40 which of us 18 moſt wort iy to reign,” | 
+ Leontio, not daring to urge him any 


© farther, contented himſelf with aſking, | 

« on his knees, the enlargement ob Eis 
ſon- in- law, Khich he obtained. 
% Go,” ſaid the king to him; return 
to Belmont, whither the Conſtable 
„ Will ſoon follow you.“ The miniſter 

went away, and got back to Belmogt, 


« perſuaded that his ſon-in-law would 


* 


got be W him. But in this 


% 


band All next day. 
Meanshile, ; 


his impriſonment had opened his eyes, 
. © with regard to the true cauſe of his 
EU misfortyine 


to fee Blanche that night, and there- 
fore deferred the releaſe,of her huſ-. 
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che was mittaken+ Henriquez reſolyed 


© tuxed with the moſt cruel re flections: 


he therefore abandoned” 


* 
. 
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Palermo to let him go ont z aſſuring 
him that he would return to priſoen 
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Akri QFOSANABLAANE:. 
1 renguncing: the alle f 5 
;* therto,. dg 2 eerved, 
breathech nothing but vengeancg- As? 
dhe concladeqdthet the king would+ noe 
fail of being win Blanche that night, 


* in. order to furprise them together, he 
© begged... the. governor of the caſtle o 


* 


| *-vernors who was entirely devoted to 

him, conſented- to this the more easily, 
as he knew that Siffredi had already: 
** obtained his liberty, and even furniſhed? 
him with a horſe. to carry him to Bel- 
mont; where the Conſtable being ar- 
* rived, he tied his horſe to à tree; en- 
tered the park by a little door, of 
which he had the key, and was ſo 


* 
£ 


* 


' © trefs, 


* lay. „ er e e Coppgrty 4 „ 
5 © Siffredi's daughter, who had.eafily. 
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* lucky as to get into the.caſtle-upper-/-. 


Which he found here, purpoſed tooh- 
| * ſerve fromjthence all that ue 
F 
* chambex,. at they leaſt noiſe he hond. 
Shear. While he Was än, his tuation, 
che Jaw, Niſa gome out from her miſ- T3 
and retire ta the cloſet where ſure - 


* and, fo appear Toddenth . 


63 
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F 


| ; N. * 
King a 


«the, hearing; if. 


 * diſcerned, the motive of her huſband's 
© impriſonment, concluded that he would 


not return ſthat niglit to Belmont, al- 
(3 t 


ſet out 


” 
- 


conſequences in regard to her. Ac. 


* cordingly, ini little time after Niſa 
© had withdrawn, the partition opened, 

King came and threw. himſelf 
! Lat. Blanche is feet, 15 Madam, do got 
code mn before yon have given me 
have ordered the 


and the. 


— 


GConſtable to be impriſoned, conſider 


Fn. be enlarged, and I mall never have 5 
an opportunity of ſpeaking to von 

„again, Hear, me then, for this laſt | 
time: if the loſs of you makes me the 
&© moſt 3 of mankind, at leaſt - 


* 


te that 1t was the only means 1 had left to 


« juſtify, myſelf; therefore impute that 
| «© artifice to yourſelf alone. Why dia 
| *© you, this morning, refuſe to heat me 2 * BY 
« Alas! to-morrow your huſband will =. 


” 


© himſelf, Entirely to his jealouly, and I de grant" me tie melancholy conſolation 
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hould pas, 
1 Blanphes 
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1 her father : had told her, 1 the x > 
n him the Comtable would - 

ſoon after him. She did noe 
ould take the 
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«of convincing you, that my infidelity 
is not the cauſe of my misfortune ; 


« could not diſpenſe with doing, in the 


already taken meafures to break that 


4 {elf away too inconſiderately, laid up 


hearts, which might have been ren- 


conſideration of her misfortune, Ah, 


* too credulous lover ! it was I who 


2 5 * 2 
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_« yourſelf, Sir, in your turn. 


% Ah, Madam!“ ſaid Henriquez, in- 


Lou mult, however, Sir, make that 


„ cannot promiſe to ſucceed,” anſwer- 


* eafily forget Henriquez, ſince you are 


xs 


I „eee. 


4 — 


« for though I confirmed to Conſtance | 
„ the ofter of my hand; it was what I 
© ſituation to which your father had re- 
«« duced-me. There was a neceſſity for 
© my deceiving the princeſs, for your 


« intereſt as well as my own, in order to | 
der me from enduring it: 1 conjure 


c ſecure to you the crown as welt as the 
0 perſon of your lover. This I flatter- 
« ed myſelf with accomplithing; and had 


fatal engagement: but you have de- 
« {troyed'my plan; and, by giving your- 


« fund of eternal ſorrow for two 


«+ dered happy by the moſt inviolable 
« love!“ . . 
-* He ended this complaint with ſuch 
*. viſible marks of real deſpair, that 
Blanche was touched with his condi- 
tion, and no longer doubted his inno- 
cence, which at firſt gave her ſome 
joy; but afterwards, ſtung with the 


Sir ?”* faid the to the prince, after 
© the cruel determination of our fate, 
« you increaſe my affliction, by letting 
me know that you were not guilty ! 
What have I done? Unfortunate that 
«I am!-my reſentment has betraved 
«met 1 thought myſelf abandoned; 
and, in revenge, aecepted of the Con- 
« ſtable's hand, which was preſented by 
„ my father! F am guilty of the crime, 
and have been the cauſe of our mu- 
« tual miſhap ! Alas! while 1 accuſed. 
you of having deceived me, it was I, 


«© broke thoſe bonds whick-I had fworn 
« to keep for ever inviolate! Revenge 
Hate the- 
i ungrateful Blanche! forget her!“ 


terrupting her with a melancholy- 
Air, how ſhall I find means to tear 
« from my heart a paſfion, Which even 
« your injuſtice cannot extinguiſh!“ 


<effort;” replied” Siffredi's daughter, 
+ fighing, «© What! are you capable of 
«that effort yourſelf?” ſuid the king. 


© ed ſhe; but I will ſparc no pains. 
ein the endeavour.”—** Ah, cruel ; 
« Blanche!“ ſaid the prince; you will 


& able to farm ſuch a deſign . And 
© hat can you expett ?“ replied the, 
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to continue your addreſſes ? No, Sir, 
: © abandon that hope! though I was not 
born te be a queen, Heaven never 
formed me to liſten to diſhonourable 

« love. My huſband, as well as you, 
Sir, is deſcended from the noble houſe 
«of Anjou; and if my duty did not 
« raiſe an inſurmountable obſtacle to 
« your gallantry, my glory would hia- 


you, therefore, to retire. We muſt 
«ſee one another no more “ Hea- 
„ 'vens! what barbarity !'” replied the 
king: Ah, Blanche! is it poſſible 

„ that you ſhould treat me with ſuch 
© rigour ? You do not think; thengthat 
your being in the arms of the Conſta® 
«© ble, is enough tc overwhelm me! you _ 


þ. mult alſo forbid me your fight, the _ 


© only conſolation I had left!“ 4 Fly 
me, rather!“ anſwered the daughter 
of Siffredi, ſhedding ſome tears; the 
. *© fight of what one tenderly loves, 


A ceaſes.to be pleaſing, when the hope 


of poſſeſſing it is loſt. Adieu, Sir! 
Fly from me] you owe that effort to 


“ your own, glory, and my reputation ! 


I aſk it alſo for my qdiet: for, in 
„ fhort, although my virtue ſhould not 
* he alarmed by the emotions of my 
heart, the remembrance of your ten- 
« derneſs will entail-upon me ſuch cruel 
conflicts, that I ſhall fcarce*have 
e ſtrength enough to maintain them!” 
She pronounced theſe words fo pal- — 
ſionately, that ſhe unwittingly over- _ 
turned a candleſtick which ſtood on a 
* table behind her; and the candle go- 
ing out in falling, ſhe took it up in or- 
der to light it again; for which pur- 

« poſe, ſhe opened the door of the anti- 
chamber, and went to the cloſet of Ni- 

„ fa, who was not yet gone to bed. 
The king, who waited for her return, 

no ſooner ſaw her approach with the 
© light, than he made prefling inſtances 
© to her, that ſhe would ſuffer his attach. 
ment. The Conftable hearing the 
- © prince's voice, ruthed into thechambes 
ſword in hand, almoſt at the ſame- in- 
© ftant that his wife entered, and ad- 
© vaiicing towards Henriquez with all 
the reſentment that his age. inſpired, 
This is too much, tyrant ““ cried he? 
„ think not that 1 am ſo baſe as to en- 
dure the affront thou haſt done my ho- 
„ nour!” —* Traitor l“ replied the king, 
putting himſelfin a poſture of defence, 
% do not imagine that thou art able to 
execute thy deſigns with impunity ? 
With theſe words, they began a com- 


— 


in a more reſolute tone: * do you 


te flatter yourſelf that I will allow you 


pat which was too furious fo laſt Jong = 
the Conſtable, fearing that Siffredi.. 
ES VVV 


— 


4 * a 


And his ſervants, alarmed at the cries | 
of Blanche, would/ſoon-come and op- 
poſe his vengeance, fouglit without 
Caution. His rage diveſted him of all 


Vill, that, he run upon his adverfary's. 
1 checked his indignation. 7 
» eontio's daughter, touched with 
a the condition in whieh ſhe ſaw her huf- 


_ *}uCtanee ſhe had for: him, threw. her- 


"GS —— — 


judgmeat ; he took his meaſures ſo 
+4 ſword; which entered his body to the 
£ hilt ; and the moment he ſell, the king 


„ 147 : 1»; 


band, and ſurmounting the natural re- 


+ {elf on the floor, and ſupported him 


Aa vith the moſt eager concern. But that 


* unhappy ſpouſe was too much prepol- ! 


_ 4 ſelſed againſt her, to be affected with 


* theſe expreſſions of her grief and com- 
6 17 Death, whoſe approaches lie 
elt, 


could not ſupport the tranſports 


* of his. jealouſy: he ſaw nothing in 


his laſt moments, but the happinets of 


ared ſo 


* his rival; and the idea appe⸗ 0 
+ horrid, that collecting all the ſtrength 


dhe had left, he litt the: ſword which 


« was ſtill in his hand, and plunged it ins 
the breaſt of Blanche. Die “ ſaĩd 


de, while heſtabbed her; «die, faith- 


44 leſs. woman! :fince the ties of mar- 


= riage have been too weak to preſerve 


% that faith which you ſwore to me at 


4 the altar le And thou Henriquez,”” 


added he, boaſt not of thy fate.” Thou 
, canſt not enjoy my misfortune, and 
e 1 die fatisfied.”* Having 
ſpoke thus, he expired; and his coun- * 


_ * tenance: covered as it were with the 


ſhades of death, ftill retained ſome- 


gt thing fierce and terrible,” That of 


© Blanche retainedquitea different ſpec- 
.* tacle. The blow ſhe received was 


mortal; ſhe fell upon the body of her; 


dying ſponſe, andthe blood of this inno- 


cent victim was mixed with that of lier 


\ 


murderer, who had executed his cruel 


. reſolution fo ſuddenly, that the king 
had not time to prevent it's eſſects 
The unfortunate | 
Blanche fall, uttered a loud cry; and, 


rince, . ſeeing: 


more confounded than ſhe,” with the 


blow, that robbed her of life, haſtened 
© to give her the ſame ſuccour that ſhe 


: had offered to the Conſtable. | But the 
_ * ſaid; with a faultering voice, © Sir, 


„Mou may, ſpare yourſelf the trouble. 


demands: may 
of Heaven, and { 


OE 


motionlefs where he ſtood ; while 


I am the victim which unpitying fate 
| hou the Wrath 
of your reign?” As the pronoupeed 
« theſe words, Leontio, bruught- thither 


by her cries,- entered the chamber ;. 
_ . * and, ſtruck. with the objects that pre - 
ſented themſelves to his eyes, became 
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zure the happitieſs-| 
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| x 0; Trnds fats, 


© tinuing to ſpeak: to; the ki 
„% Adien, prince; cheriſh my memory 


+ apainſt my father, Comfort his 2 


„% more than zuy thing. Adieu, my 


eee ee 07 


« for ſome time, ſaid to Siſfredi, ho was 


and, in this tragical event, 


no reply. 


that both uttered the moſt moving 
complaints; as ſoon as the greatnets of 
their affliction allowed them the ufe of 


who, being joined by the Infant Don 


© themſelves of | | : 
they were at laſt obliged to yield/-t0 
Prince Henriques, who fibdued all his 
enemies. As for Siffredi, thegrief ue 


country inſupportablle do him : ge 


< fing over into'Bpain, 'with' Fogtia, the. 


FE: 


© Portia ſettled: ſhe married Don Je-, 
rome de Silva, and I am the only 
fruit of that marriage. This, added 
the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares; is 
© the hiſtory of my family; aud a faith- 
ful account of the misfertuves re- 
preſented in that picture, Whieh ny 
4 grandfather Leontio order 
drawn as a monument of the f 
venture to his poſterit .. 
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XZ baving heard this relatign, wit 
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1 8 
% Hy Jove: and misfortunes claim tat 
% favour. Entertain no reſentment 


and ſorrow, and do juſtice tochis zedli. 
„Above all, make my innocence known. 
4 © This is what l recommend to yon 


dear Heuriquer i I die—rec receive my 
46 laſt breath! I, — 9 A V N 


expir 
© king, having kept a melancholy lence _ 


-overwhelmed wir woe, Behold, 
Leontioſ contemplate your own work; | 


Cr * 
„the fruit of your offieious care d © 
6«-2eal for me!” "The old man was ſo 
penetrated with forrow, that he made 
| But why mould I pretend 
to deſcribe thoſe things which no lan- 
guage can expreſs I Let is ſuſſee to ſuy, 


« fpeech. The king all his life pre- 
ſerved the moſt tender remembratice |} 

© of his miſtreſs; and could never bñge 
. © prevailed upon to marry" Conſtanceñ 


'+ Pedro, they ſpared” nothing to uva 


© felt for having been the cauſe of ſo 
many misfortiinhes, detachecd tim from _ 
the: world, and rendsred his natise 


© therefore dee des fu be erof- - 
„only child he had left, purchaſed this 
caſfle, Where he lived near” fftebhn 


years after Blunche's death, and Hd 
\« the confort, before he died, of feeing 
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the part ſhe, was to play? 
npon, theſe two actreſſes being ima con- 
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aw; and, left Aurora and Elvira in 
the hall, Where they ſpent the reſt of tie 
day in converſation. Far fram being 
tired with one anothen, next lay, when 
wei. ſet out, they avere as much affected 
at parting, as to friends who had long 
5 lived agreeably together. e 

At laſt we arrived: icht meeting : 

any bad accident) at Salamanca“; where 

we immediately took a houſe ready fur 
niſhed and Dama Ortiz, as wel had con- 

certed it, aſſumed the name of Dopna 
She had been 
tog Hong a duenna, not to be a good 
actreſs , accordingly, going out one 


* 5 


Nimena de Guzman. 


mornivg with Aurora, à waiting-maid, 


and yalet, the repaĩred to a Houſe: where 1: 
| d F were let, andwhere we under 
acheco uſually lived Having 


ſtood 
caſked if thay had an apartment to be let; 
they anſwered in then affirmative, and 
ſhewed her into one pretty handſomely 
furniſhed ; which ſhe hired immediately, 
y ing earneſt to the landlady,andtelling. 
1 erithat it Was deſigned for one of her 
nephews, who was coming from Tole- 
do to ſtudj at Salamanca, and would ar- 
rive that wery ſame day. 5 
3 ne duenna ande my miſtreſs having 
ſeeured this lodging, went home again; 
und the fair Auzora, wilhout loſingt time, 


transformed heyſelf into a cavalier, co- 


vebing har. hair with a hgbt- coloured 


:tolr, painting her eye-hrousuf tht ſame 
complexion, and adjuſting herſelf in, 


ſuch a manner as, that ſhe might very 


well paſs for a wung noob! e man Her 
carriage was free and ealy; and, ex- 


cepting her face, 'whigh was a little roo! þ 
:handſome for A man, 2 8 ng.could poſ- 
«fibly. betray - her dif; guiſe 3; her. maid, 
he Mas to ſer ue in Gquality-of: a page, 


took e S Alſo; nd we' wers under! 


nn apprehenſion af pher ill. adting, for 
mne had a good mods ſt afſuranco,in her 
taif, which was very: wgll-adapted for 
In the-after- 


- dition to appeariqn the ſtage, (that is, 
tithe lodging which had heen taken) 
-J*accompanied them thither iu a coach, 
with all the baggage we e have o- 


cCaſion for. 8 7 * 


„The, landlady, whoſe name was Berl 


 marda Ramirez, receiyed us with great 


eivility, and conducted us to our apart- 


ment, where we began ta enter into 


converſation, and agieed with her for 


: If: ſhe had a good many Innes, ſhe 


might have abundance, if I Wend take 


* alt furts of people: but I recesvenone 


© but young noblemen; and I'expect- 
tone this evening, who comes from 
Madrid to finiſh his ſtudies .“ His name 


is Don Lewis de Pacheco; perhaps vou : 


< may habe heard of him. — No,“ ſaid 
N e „ know nothing of him; and 


replied} «1 have none at“ preſent; 4 5 


{you wilt oblige: me by letting me Know- 


„hat ſort of man he is, ſince I àm 
to lodge in the ſame honſe with him.“ 
+4 Str, anſwered! the 
looking at the falſe cavalier,” he is 
« quite! a fine figure, and pretty much 
pe; your own make. Ahl how hap- 
py you, will -be- in one'anather? By 


my houſe, two of the ;moſt' hand ſome 
*noblemen in Spain “ This Don 
Lewis, replied. my miſtreſs, has 
doubtleſs a thouſand love- -Intrigues 
in Salamanca? Ves, I'll aſſure you,“ 
aid the old woman, he is briſk gal- 
a Hlant, upon my word. He has no more 
nb toda, but to ſhew himſelf and con- 
quer; and among others, he hab quite 
0 4 captivated a lady mo and heauty, 
. {whoſe name is Iſabella, anold lawyer's 


% traction. '— And tell me, good mo- 


with precipitation 3. isch as much in 
loveywithtcher !!“ He was,“ re 
Bernarda Ramirez, before bis depar- 
Faure fon Madrid; butil know not if 
<he;retains his paſſion for her- ſtill: far 
< in theſe points he is not much hto be 
depended upon; but ſkips from Wo- 
man to woman, as all Jews gelle. 
nien uſualiy do. 


ſpeaking, When hearing à noiſe in tlie 
window, and perceived two men alight- 


ing from, their horſes theſe were no 
other tha Don Lewis de Pacheco him 


lelf, juſt arrwea from Madrid, with 


his valet de chambre. Upon which, 


the part of Don Felix. 
{ent time, entered our apartment in 
his boots, and, ſaluted Aurora, ſaying, 


of Toledo is a lodger here, I beg leave 


our board by the month. » Then aſking; 


Fompanion.“ While my miſtreſs re- 


* | FC ou is one of the age cities in Spain, uot on the banks «of ner Tormes i in 
| 8 Werten of 150 and ee is N 5 1 be 


+ daughter who is 40 0 bb him to dif- 


to expreſs my joy, in having him for a 


— 


cſiurt-yard, we looked through the 


the old wWomandleft iis, in oer to re- X 
ceive him;1and ny miſtreſs prepared 
herſelf, | not; without emotion, to play 
Lewis, in 4 . 


F 5 ritanding that a young nobleman - 


landlady,* - 


„St. Jago, I may boaft' of having in 


her, cried Aurora, interruptifig her 


Hed 


The good widow | [hagifcules done 5 


burnkel this compliment; Pacheco ſeem- - 


N 
op 
1 
e 


- _ - 


— 


that he had never before (beheld 
man ſo handſeme and genteelly made. 
A great many, civilities paſſed om both 


valier and could not help e op 


Ihe 
herſe f np, with her maid and me, and 
Wen lake 0 8 eis Wonen 13 
i PF, 17 H. what. Jay pf I Tb 1 


"6 remived...: 1 muſt ſpare nothin 
5 tach Don Lewis from her, and even. to 


Harke, anſwered my miſtreſs, 
ſame tone, your fear is not inn ground- 
* ed... Don Felix de Mendoza is a 5 


73 e ol, 1 | aſſure your... 


PT 


ed: ſurprizbd- to ſee fac: 75 ee c 
2 
405 


ſides, after Which Don Lewis rrtired to 


the apartment allotted for him. “ 
and dreſſing, yd 
2 a-fort of Pete, who. wanted to deliver a 
letter to 

ſtair-caſe by accident; miſtook her for 


While he was ſhiftiug 
im, meeting Aurora on the 


Don Lewis, and giving her a hillet, faid; 
£ Signior Cavalier, though, have never 


I © before ſeen Signior. Pacheco, I believe 
I need not aſk if you are he; being | 


6 perſuaded that Jam not miſtaken.— 


No, friend,” replied my miſtreſs, with 


admirable preſence of mind; you are 
6. aſſuredly not miſtaken, and you acquit 


* yourſelf; of.your comrhiſſion ſurprizing- | 
am Don Lewis de, Pache+ . 


«ly well. 
co; you may return; and T Will take 
* care to ſend an anſwer very foon. 

age; diſappearing, Auroras ſhut 


947 


835 the news of your arrival at 


3 Pie My tranſport had wel! 
We nigh got: the better of my reaſon! But 


is Iſabella ſtill dear to you? Make 


N and aſſure her in perſon of your 


5 conſtancy; though ſhe will ſcarge be 
able to ſupport the 1 a finding | 


? * * 
1 This billet, ſaid Auror: proclaims | 
„the violence of the writer's paſlion ; 
and, the Ts is a rival not. to be con. | 
to de- 


© hinder him from ſeeing her: the un- 
« dertaking, I, own, is difficult; but ne- | 
bo verthelels, I don't deſpair of fucceſs. 


Accordingly, my miſtreſs having muſed 


a minute or two, added, I'engage 
_ * there ſhall be a breach. between them 
in leſs than four and twenty hours.“ 
Pacheco having taken a little repoſe i in 
his own apartment, returned to ours, 
and renewed his converſation with Au- 
rora, before ſupper. © Signior Cavalier,” 


ſaid he to her, with an air of pleafantry, 
« I believe the huſbagds and lovers will 
have no cauſe to rejoice at your art 


„ fkival in Salamanca, but rather have 
© reaſon to be uneaſy ; as for my wn 


part, I tremble for my con 


ueſts. 
in the 


1 have : 


6, you Ancha ec VV 


* 


5 LB. x's/Op SANT un Wn: 


; 


N 


* 


| 


- 


and 1 with tell vou in confidenee, thar 


'*:not deſer ve ſuch delicacy. She's only: 
5 % pitifule citizen; and a' man of quality, 


ey will, therefore, without- Ceremony; 


Her inconſtancy is inexcuſable; and, ä 
far from accepting the ſacrifice the : 7 


%, 


< ee 10 this country before, and — : 
's that the wien here are not infenfible.” 

© Abonta'monihago, in my maythrough! 
this city, 1 ſtopped here sight dass 


1 inflamed an old Jawier's: daughter.“ 
I perceived Don Lewis diſordered at 
theſe. Words. + May, one, without! be - 
ing g thought impertinent,” ſaid he, alk 
£ the lady's: name —“ How 1: "without 
* being thought im ectinent!* cried the 
| pretended. Don Feſix; why ſhould I 
* make a myſtery. of it to you? Do'you 
thin lam more reſerved than other 
© noblemen” of my age? You muſt not 
do me ſuch injuſtice, Beſides, -be- 
© tween you and me, the object does 


you know, is never feriouſly engroſſed 
* by theſe: Abigails, but thinks I does 
them an honour in debauchin them. 


| * acquaint: von with the name of the 
„lawyer 's daughter, which is Iſabella.” | 

—* And-the lawyer; cried Pacheco, in- 
Nn her with. impatience; is 
not he called Signior Murcia de la 
Lianna? ! The very ſame, replied 
my miſtreſs; * here is a letter which Hh 


received from her juſt no.: Ml ax 
read it, and ſee whether or, hot the. 


lady has a kindneſs for nie“ Don 
Lewis, cafting his eyes over the biller, 
knew. the hand, and was ſtruck dumb 
with confuſion, What is the matter ?* 
added Aurora, with an air of aſtoniſu- 
ment; you change colour] I believe, 
$ God forgive me! that you have ſome 
concern in this lady. Ah! how vexed. 
am l for having ſpòke of her ſo freely! 
think mylelt: obliged to you for 
your information ;“ ſaid Don Lewis, 
in a tranſport of anger and diſdain.— 
+ Perfidious fickle creature Don Fe- 
ix, Lam bound to von for ever. You - 
.© have extricated me out of an error, in 
which 1 might have remained along; 
time. Ithought myſelf beloved=be- 
loved, did 1 ſay? believed myſelf 
© adored by that Habella ! 1 had, indeed, 
* ſome regard for the creature; but nor 
I ſee ſhe is 4 c6quette,' who deſerves 
5 < nothing, but: contempt.%—*. I applaud ; 
your reſentment,” ſaid Aurora, =, 


in indig See. in her turn; ea lawyer's 
aug lite ge. to think herſelf very. 
55 happy 5 having ſuch an accompliſh-. 


ed nobleman; as vou for hier lover... 


makes of you, I intend to-puniſh-her. 
0 5 OL her: favours. For my 
* s . 


No 
#5 
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your wich.“ 5 
At the ſame time, I went out, and be- 
ing in the ſtreet, faid to myſelf, Oho, 


form ſuch a fine youu 


wi.  FHE 


part, replied Pacheco, the only ven- 
= 


geance that I ſhall take, is never to ſee 
© her again.'—* You are in the right,” 
that ſhe may know how much we both 
© deſpiſe her, I think each of us ſhould 
© write an inſulting letter, which I will 


s incloſe in one paper, and. ſend as an- 


« fwer to this her billet. But before we 
proceed to this extremity, conſult your 
6 3 Perhaps, vou will one day re- 
© pent of having broke with Iſabella.'— 


© No, no!” faid Don Lewis; I hall. 
© never be ſo weak ; and, in the mean 
© time, conſent to mortify the ungrate- 


ful creature as you have propoſed.” 


I was accordingly diſpatched for pa- | 


per, pen and ink; and both of them 
jet about compoſing very obliging let- 


ters for the daughter of Doctor Murcia 


de Lianna. Pacheco, in particular, 
could not find terms ſtrong enough to 


expreſs his ſentiments; and tore five. 
or ſix half-finiſhed billets, becauſe lie 
thought they were not ſufficiently ſe- 
_ vere, One, however, he was ſatisfied 


with at laſt; and, no doubt, he had 


reaſon ſo to be, for it contained thele 
Fords „ 5 


T EARN, to know yourſelf, my 
_ 4.4 * princeſs, and be no longer ſo 
© vain as to believe that | love you. If 
I be captivated, it muſt be with other 
« kind of merit than yours ; which is 
'« ſcarce ſufficient to amuſe me for a few. 


moments, and only calculated to di- 


vert the meaneſt ſcholars of the uni- 
verſity.“ . 2 


This courteous letter being written, 
and Aurora having finifhed her's, which 
was not a whit milder, the ſealed them 


both, and incloſing them up together, 


gave me the packet, ſaying, There, 


7 Gil Blas; be ſure to deliver this to 
Iſabeila, this evening. —You nnder- 


« ftand me: added ſhe, tipping me the 


wink, the meaning of which I could 
eaſily comprehend. * Yes; Sir,“ an- 


ſwered I; the thing ſhall be done to 


# 


* Gil Blas! then it ſeems you play the 
© ywalet in this "farce. Well, friend, 
.* ſhew that you have wit enough to per- 

Signior Don 


Felix, as you fee, depends fo much on 


* your underſtanding, that he contents 
+ himfelf with giving you a ſigu only. 
© Is he to blame for that? No. I con- 
-. * ceive his meaning ; he geſires that 1 


* 


| 


| 


| 


HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OR 


cried the falſe Mendoza; * nevertheleſs, | 


” —_— 


twice or thrice, and feeme 


letters!“ VV 
Madam,“ ſaid I, my maſter is cer- 
© tainly to blame; but he was in ſome 


Fg 
7 ; 
i » 
X - * 
: 
1 


r 


« ſhould deliver the billet of Don Lewis 


© only. That is the interpretation of 
« the ſign, than which nothing could be 
more intelligible. I did not heſitate 


Pacheco's letter, and carried it to the 


houſe of Doctor Murcia, having ſoon 


informed myſelf whereaboat he lived. 


at our lodgings at the door; Brother,“ 
ſaid I, don't you ſerve the daughter 


of Mr. Doctor Murcia?“ When he an- 


= 


ſwered in the affirmative,” Von have 


you will deliver a love-letter to your 
8 miſtreſs.“ f N * FCC. K 


The page aſked from whomT brought fo 
it; and I no ſooner told him that it 


came from Don Lewis de Pacheco, than 


he ſaid, .* Since it is fo, follow me. 
| * I have orders to bring you in. Iſa- 


bella wants to talk with you.“ I al- 


— 


to open tlie packet, from which 1 took _ 


Finding the little page who had been 


* ſuch an obliging phyſiognomy,“ I re. © 
plied, © that I rake the liberty t6 delire 


lowed myſelf, therefore, to be introdu- 


ced into a cloſet, where I did not ſta 
long before the lady appeared; and 


was ſtruck with the beauty of her face, 
having never beheld more delicate fea- 
| tures. 
| iſh; but for all that, ſhe had walked 
without leading-ſtrings for thirty good 
ﬀt. * Friend, ſaid the to me, 
with a ſmiling air, do you belong ta 


A 


Her air was affected and child- 


years at leaſt. 


© Don Lewis de Pacheco?” I anſwered, 
that I had-been his valet de chambre 


|*theſe three weeks; and then delivered 
read over 


to diſtruſt 


the fatat letter, which, ſh 


the evidence of her own ſenſes, It is 


than ſuch an anfwer,- She lifted yp her 
eyes towards heaven, bit her lips, and 


for ſome time diſcovered by Her coun- 


| very Certain, ſhe expected nothing leſs ; 


tenance, the pangs which her heart en- 


dured. Then, all ofa ſudden, addreſ- 
ſing herſelf to me, Friend,” ſaid ſhe, | 


© js Don Lewis run mad? Tell me, 1 5 


© you know, why he writes to me in this 
What demon polſeſſes 


gallant ſtyle. 
; Rm If he had a mind to break with 
* me, could he not have done it with- 
out affronting me with 


- 


© meaſure forced to it. It you will pro- 
* miſe to keep the ſecret, I will diſcover 


ſuch abuſive 


the whole myſtery.—“ I do promiſe,” . 


ſaid ſhe, interrupting me with precipi- 


tation; don't be afraid of my expoling 
you, but freely explain yourſelf.'— 


Well, then,” I refamed, *this is brief-. 
ly the affair. Immediately after he had 
mn. a MIRREN ah -- 


* 


2.70: 2 W 
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A 


received © your en 4 er rat 


ith very thick veil, came to our 


3 and aſked for Signior de Pa- | 
* cheeo, ſpoke with him in private a 
ood while; and towards the clofe of 
fn converſation, T overheard her fay 
% him, Von ſwear to. me, that you | 
„ will never ſee her again: but that | 


is not all. You muſt alſo, for my ſa- 


4 tisfaction, this inſtant, write to her a 
4 billet which 1 will dictate, and this 1 
*« exact of you.” Don Lewis did as ſne 

_ *-defired; then putting the letter into 


"200 _ hand, „ Enquire,” faid-he,** where 


or Murcia de Lianna lives, and 


68 convey, with addreſs, this' paper to 


« his daughter Iſabella.” 
_ © So that you fee, Madam, added 1, 


5 ts cue is the work of a 


© than the ſpiteful words which his hand 


wrote. Ahl the perfidious wretch 1 | 


_ * defire of recalling him.“ 


© rival, and conſequently my maſter is 
not fo much to blame. © Heaven!“ 
eried ſhe, he is more fo than I ima⸗ 

ined! His infidelity injures me more 


© he has entered into other en age- | 
ments !—But,” added'fhe, aſſuming a 
lofty air, let him abandon himſelf to 
his new flame without conſtraint: 1 
don tintend to thwart him. Tell him 
© that he had no occaſion to inſult me, 
in order to make me leave the field free 


4 tomy rival; and that I deſpiſe ſuch a 


fickte lover too much to have the leaſt 
So faying, 


the diſmiſſed me, and retired very much 


* 


a molt dexterous cheat. 


Being obliged to truſt to my fineſſe a ain, { 


855 barraffin 
| © the: mu 


89285 irritated againſt Don Lewis; , while: 1 ; 


went away 'very well ſatisfied with 'my- 
fel, and perſuaded that if 1 ſhould fet | 
up for a genius, I ſhould ſoon become 
1 returued to 
dur lodgings, where I found Mendoza 
and Pacheco at ſup . converſing to- 
gether as if they had been old acquain- | 
ſances. Aurora, perceiving by my cheer- | 


ful countenance, that 1 had not acquit-- 


ted myſelf ill of my commiſſion; © So, 


1 © thou art returned, Gil Blas!“ {aid the, 


give us an account of thy meſſuge. | 


I told them that I had delivered the 
acket with my own hand; and that | 


Ilabella, atter waving read the two billet- | 
doux whichit contained, inſtead of ſeem 
ing diſconcerted, felt a laughing, like one 


ho had loft her ſenſes; ſaying, © Upon 


; my conſcience; youn 'noblemen have | Rt, 
The frotagen prefifed by > eee to 6. 


an admirable Ryle! It muſt be o ned, 


| 5 OY that other people don't write half fo | 


Cagreeably.'—" A fine way of diſem- 


nf 


— 4 
=. 


herſelf !” cried my miſtreſ?; - 
WE, certainly be a finiſhed * | 
2 e bn As for 0” aid Do 


„ by fuck behaviour: ſhe muſt have en- 
55 tirely changed her character 1 
. My. abſenee,'—"I could not have 

thought her ſuch- a perſon, indeed;;* 
repliec Aurora, but we muſt allo 
that there are women who can aſſume 


Blas, you can te e had an air 


© the whole world.“ Ves, truly,“ faid 


had a Jook that would have decoyed 
© the moſt wary. . 


co burit into a loud laugh, on heuri 

me talk thus: one, becauſe 1 bore wit, 
neſs againit an ima „ ere lady; and the 
other on account of the expreſſton I had 
uſed. We continued diſcourſin 
women who have the art of diſſem 


that Iſabella was aceuſed in due 
and convicted of heing an arrant ji. 


kave the moſt perfect contempt for her. 


to bed, each in his own apartment. 1 
thought ſhe would have embraced me 
in the tranſport of her joy. + Dear Gif 


* thy underſtanding! when one is lo un- 
© fortunate as to be engaged in a paſſion 


* ſtratagems,, it is a great advantage. 
© young fellow as thee. Courage, my 
C might haye given us a world of trou- 
as lovers are ſubject to 
* ſes, I think we muſt re 4 5 

* puſh, and bring Aurora de Guzman 
on the ſtage to-môrrow.“ 1 


Felix with his page, retired < 
E HA P. VI. 


vate Don Lewis de Pacheco. ae 


next morning, began the day with 
| eiraces 9 . Was TERS to 
_ give. 


W "% x F 2 7 of *\ 
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"_ 


Ft myſelf might have 9 
Þ * been trepanned by N.. br 
The fag Mendoza and Puche- 0 


; Don Lewis protefted anew, that he 1 
would never ſee her; and Don Felix, 
by his example, ſwore he would always 


„ Bas;* laid the, * I am charmed with 2 


friend we have removed a 72 who _ 


ble. This is no bad pro moftiek; but 5 


. 


* 


e, 4 1 Mond never know: Tadel A 


ay 


© a great many different ſhapes: I was 

[6 once in love with one of theſe, who 

made me her 9 2 lon while, GI 
tha 


© of virtue, which ſedi have deceived. . 


fof. 
and the reſult. of our converſation w = „ 


After theſe proteſtations, they-profeſled -- 

a mutual friendſhip," and promiſed to 
conceal nothing from one another. 
Supper being over, they proceeded 19 
compliments ; ; und at laſt, parted to 80 


© which compels us to have recourſe. to 
2: 
have in our intereſt fuch- a ſenlible ' 


9 18 
of the ſcheme, and leaving bo ror 72965 | 


on: E two new friends meeting tie 1 5 
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titles of baoks that were paſted on the 


Heard with great attention, which I fan- 
cied, at the ſame time, he believed was- 


vain and poſitive, as little men common- 


ment was not a whit more favourable. 


my miſtreſs ſitting down at table with 


1 


give and receive, in order to act the part 
of Don Felix. They went out to walk, 
and I accompanied them with Chilin- 
dron; the valet of Don Lewis; when, - 
ſtopping at the univerſity to loak at the 


gate, which a good many people amuſed 
themſelves in reading, I perceived a lit- 
tle man among them, who gaye his opi- 
nion of all the different works that were 
ſo puhliſned. I obſerved that he was 


no more than his due; for he ſeemed 


ly are. That new tranſlation of Ho- 
race, ſaid he, which you ſee adver- 
© tizediin ſuch large characters, is a 
work in proſe, compoſed by an old 
college- author; a book in great eſteem 
© among the ſtudents, who have already, 
© conſumed four editions of it: and yet 
© there is not one man of taſte Who has 
« purchaſed a fingle copy.“ His judg-, 


for the other books, which he ridiculed. 
without exception; ſo that, in all like- 
JHhood, he was an author. himſelf. I 

ſhould not have been tired of hearing 
him to an end; but was obliged to fol- 
low Don Lewis and Don Felix, who be-- 
ing as little pleaſed with his diſcourſe, 

as intereſted in the books which he.cen-. 
ſured, left him in the enjoy ment of his 


nk 


own criticiſm. . . 5 
We came home at dinner-time, and 


Pacheco, artfully tured the converſa- 
tion on her own family. * My father, 
ſaid ſhe, is a cadet of the. houſe of 
Mendoza, and ſettled at Toledo; my 
mother is ſiſter to Donna Ximena de 
Guzman, who came to Salamanca ſome 
« days ago on an affair of importance, 
with her niece Aurora, the only 
« daughter of Don Vincent de Guzman, 
< whom, perhaps, you know.'—* No,“ 
replied Don Lewis; but I have often 
heard of him, as well as of your couſin 
Aurora. Am I to believe what is re- 
ported of her >. 1 have been aſſured 
that nothing equals her under ſtanding 
« but her beauty. As for underſtand- 
ing, reſumed Don Felix, ſhe has a 
pretty good ſhare, and that well culti- 
«£ vated: but I don't think her ſo very 
« handſome. People, ſay, that ſhe and 
very much reſemble - one another. 
If that be the caſe,” cried Pacheco, 
« ſhe deſerves the reputation ſhe has got: 
« your features are regular; your cotyfin 
muſt be quite enchanting. I with I 
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N eee 


« verſing with her.—“ I une ertake t 
ſatisfy your curiolity,” replied the præ- 


ſign, to make no noiſe. |, Huſh, huſh, 
ſaid ſne, with a low voice, “you wall 


* the poor child has been aſleep about a 
quarter of an hour. I am ſorry for 
* this difappoiatment,” ſaid Mendoza; 
© I was in good hopes of ſeeing my cou -, 


my good friend Pacheco. The af- 


then retired. 


name was Don Gabriel de Pedros, with 
whom we ſpent the reſt of the day, ſup- 


had got about half way, when we ſtum- 


vided it was not too late; and as we en- 
deavoured to inform ourſelves of their 


the murderers, ordered his men to ſur- 
vourable opinion of our morals, when 


a dark lanthorn, ſaw the 


two men, who we fancied had been ſlain, 
his man, both in liquor, or rather dead 
guard, I know this Epicure ; it is Sig- 


© ot, our univerhity ;, notwithſtanding the 


© had an opportunity of ſeeing and con 


# 


: 
N ö 


* fair is not very urgent, replied Ortiz, 


ped, and did not think of coming home 
till two o'clock in the morning. We 


8 
tao 
e 


| tended, Mendoza; and will carry you 
„to my aunt's houſe this very after-: 
'* noon.* My miſtreſs, all of a ſudden, 
changed the diſcourſe, and talked on: | 
indifferent ſubjecis. After dinner, while- | 
they were preparing to go and viſit Pon- 
na Ximena, I was beforehand, with 
them; and ran to advertiſe; the. duenna, AE 
that ſhe might be ready to receive them 
then returning inſtantly, -accompanied. 
Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis: 
to the houſe of his aunt. | But they had. 
ſcarce entered the houſe, when they met 
Dame Ximena, who deſired them, Ee. 
R. 


© awake my niece, who has been tor- 
© mented, fince yeſterday with A terrible. 
* head-ache, which has juſt left her, and, 


ſmiling ; * you may defer it till to-mory, 
* row.” The cavaliers converſed a lit- 


tle. while with the old gentlewoman, and 


Don. Lewis carried us to the houſe of i 5 
one of his friends, a gentleman whoſe 


bled over two men lying upon the 
ground. Thinking they were unfortu- 
nate people who had been aſſaſſinated, 
we ſtopped to give them aſſiſtance, pro- 


condition, as well as the darkneſs. of the 
night would allow, the patrele came up, 
and the commander taking us at firſt for 


found that it was a fat licentiate, With > 


| * pickle you ſee him in now, he is a great 
e i | man, 


. 


-* fin, and had promiſed that pleaſure to 


he heard us ſpeak, and, Yoke help of 
anthor aces of Men- 

doza and Pacheco. His ſoldiers being 

ordered to examine the condition of the 


drunk. Gentlemen, cried one of the _ 


round us; but he conceived a more fa- 


- 


< nior. the Licentiate Guyomar, rector 
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man; à wonderful genius! There is | So ſaying, he went out, and order 
I not a philoſopher in Salamanca whom | u ß ot HOO 

dhe cannot confüte in an argument Vou mag cably/ gueſs; that inſtead 

He has an unparalleled flow of words: he H. | 1 
tis pit that hie is a little addicted to the road to the houſe where Ortiz lived. 

laws ſuits, the bottle, and a wench. | where, as ſoon as we arrived; Aurora _ © 
e was, no doubt, on his return from |. took off her fair- coloured tour; waſhed 
ſupping with his Iſabella, Where un- and rubbed her eye: bros, ureſſed her 
' E-Juckily his man getting as drunk as] ſelf like a woman, and became à ver, 
himſelf; they both tumbled into the handſome black eyed lady, as ſne na 
Kennel. Before the good licentiate | turally was; for her diſguiſe had chann 
vas rector, this mis fortune frequently ged her ſo much, that Aurora and Don 
happened to him; and you fee honours | Felix appeared to be two different, peo- 
don't always change the man! We 
left thoſe drunkards in, the hands of 
the patrole, Who undertook to carry 
them home, and returning to our lodg- 
ings, every one went to reſt. 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up 
about nbon, Aurora was the firſt ſubjett 

of their diſcourſe; Gil las, laid my 

miſtreſs to me, go to my aunt Donna 8 

_ © Ximena, and aſk if Signior Pacheco 

(and I can have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
imp couſin today.“ 1 Went to acquit 

myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather to 
concert with the duenna what was to be 

done; and when we had taken our Bey, 
'  mealures, I returned to the falſe Men- who appear only; in the: laſt act, con- 
_doza, ſaying, Signior, your couſin Au- | cealed myſelf till toward the end of 
5 rora is ſurpriſingly well, and charged the vilit, by going out as ſoqn as I had 
t me to aſſure ven from her, that your 4 lines 8 
v vibit will be very agreeable; and Donna In ſhort, every thing was in order 
© Ximena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco when Don Lewis arxived. e was re- t 
that he ſhall always be welcome at her ceived in a very agreeable manner by © ©: 

.* houſe, on your account. Lady Ximena, and enjoyed a converſa- 
I q perceived that Don Lewis was | tion. with Aurora two or three hours 

mightily pleaſed with theſe laſt words; long; at the end of Which, I came into Hg 

my miſtreſs obſerved the ſame, and drew. Þ the room where they. were, andaddref- 
aà happy preſage from her remark. Im- 1 fing myſelf to the cavalier, Signior,, 
mediately before dinner, Signora Xi-ſaid I, my maſter, Don Felix, cannot 

mena's valet appeared, and ſaid to Don be here to- day: but begs you Will e-. 

Felix, Signior, a man from Toledo] cuſe him, becauſe he is in campany 
has been inquiring. for you at your with three men from Toledo, of whom 

__ © aunt's houſe, and left this note.“ The | he cannot diſengage himſelf. . Ah 

pretended Mendoza opened it, and read the little rake N cried Donna Ximena, | 
aloud theſe words: If you are defrous | 4 he is certainly ſet in to hard drinkiag g. 

Jof hearing news of your father, and of No, Madam,“ I replied; they are 
A being made acquainted with other | + diſeourüng together of very ſerious 

_ © things of conſequence to you, fail * affairs. - He is heartily ſorry that he 
not, on receipt of this, to repair to | © cannot wait upon you, aud ordered ''' 
© the Black Horſe near the univerſity? | me to make his apology to yowand © 

AI am, ' ſaid he, too curious to hear | Dona Aurora. . O, Ell have none 
_ © theſe things of conſequence, not to * of his apologies,” ſaid my miſtreſs; 1 iſ 
AI ſatisfy my 3 pr inſtantly, without] * he knobs I have been indiſpaſed, and _ 
taking leave of yqu.—Pancheco,* add- | ought to ſhew a little more concern 
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edi he, if 1 don't return in two hours, | + for his relation, In order to punim , 
_ © you. may go hy yourſelf to my aunt's, him for his difference, be ſhan't fee” 
and I will come to wu there, after | me theſe fifteen days. Ah, Madam“)?! bh 8 
dinner. You-know what Gil Blas ſald Don Lewis do not formſuchactuel 
baz told you from Donna Ximena, and reſolution; Don Felix is rather to be 3 
ou have à night to make the gift.“ er e a rhe to _—_— - 3 
Rt wad NET Fdiths 3 hs þ 7 1 E 4.29 NE LILY 2 x e . N 
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They diverted themſelves for ſome ceived, with joy, that our ſtratagem 
checo withdrew. The fair Aurora im- we g increaſed the love of Don Lewis, 77 
_ mediately transformed herſelf, and re- by a new invention. | My miſtreſs, hay- 
ſuming the appearance af a cavalier, ing been with Donna NXimena, on pre 95 
returned to the lodgings as ſoon as the | tence to render her favourable to that 
could. I aſk pardon, my dear friend, | cavalier; came back, and ſaid to him, 
ſaid ſhe to Ben Lewis, for failing td | © I have ſpoke to my aunt 5 whom, with 
meet you at my aunt's, but I could | much difficulty, 1 have made your © 
not get rid of the people in whoſe Þ * friend. Sie was furioufly*prejudiced  * 
© company I was : what confoles me for |. © againit pou; for ſomebody or other” _ 
the diſappointment” is, that you have | had made her believe that you was a 
at .3eaft had leiſure to ſatisfy your . © downright libertine ; but L undertogk”. 
« curioſity.” Well, what do you think f“ your defence with eagerneſs, and at 
© of my couſin? “ I am enchanted by'| © laſt deſtroyed the bad impreftion” ſne 
© her” anſwered Pacheco; you had rea- had received of your'morals.... 
_ * ſon to fay ſnhe reſembled you. I never | © This is not all,” purſued Aurora; 
- <faw teatures more alike: the ſame ] © you muſt talk with my aunt, in my. 
turn of face, the ſame eyes, the ſame | preſence, and then we ſhall -make, 
mouth, and tone of voice] There is, * lure of her aſſiſtance.” Pacheco en- 
however, ſome difference between you. prefſed extreme impatience to diſcourſe 
Aurora is a little taller than you; ſhe with Donna Ximena, and that ſatis- 5 
is black, and you are fair; you are faction was, granted to him next mora- 
merry, and ſhe is grave. Theſe are } ing, when the falſe Mendoza conduttec 
what diſtinguiſh you the one from the him to Madam Ortiz, and they three 
other. As for underſtauding,' added had a lung converſation; in which Don 
he, I do not believe a celechal being Lewis ſhewed, that he had allowed him- 
can have more than your c lin. hed ſelf to be very much captivated, in a 
a word, ſhe is à lady; of accompliſhed | very little time. Thegartful Ximena 
merit.“ 7 4 = KY 1 


— 


— 


III eigned to be moved with all the ten- 
Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt derneſs he expreſſed, and promiſed her 
words with ſo much vivacity, that Don | utmoſt endeavour to engage her niece 
Felix ſaid, ſmiling; Friend, I adviſe | to''marry Pb oF. ar 5 
vou for the ſake of your repoſe, to go | threw himſelf at the feet of this fo kind _ 
t no more to Donna Ximena's. Aurora An aunt, and thanked her for her friend: 
de Guzman may make your heart ſhip * whereupon Don Felix aſked if his 


— 4 i” 
, res 7 CER err we IT. TRIES pt 8 —— — OY * * * E p — me EI — 
— : 2 rere ; r 3 x "2&0 n =" a 
1 4 , > . —— < n * _ + 2 


. — nee. — F 
* 


— ache, and inſpire you with a paſſion— “ covlin was up. No,“ anſwered the 

6 There is no occaſion for another ſight ] duenna; ſhe is ſtil}-abed; and you can- 

Va: © of her to make me in love, ſaid he, | * not fee her at preſent; but return this 

ih Alizterrupting him; that is done al- | «afternoon, and you may converſe with 

wy ready. 1 am ſorry. for it, replied | *heratleiſure.” This anſwer of Madam 
N 1 . the pretended Mendoza; for you are Ximena redoubled, as you may well 
> Fn not one of thofe ho can attach | believe, the joy of Don Lewis, Who 


1 © themlelves-to- one; and my couſin is. thought the reſt of the forenoon ex- | 
| | no Iſabella. I can aſſure you, before - tremely tedious, and went back to his 5 
; hand, that ſhe will never liſten to a | lodgings with Mendoza, who'was not a . 

l x over, except on honourable terms. — | little pleaſed with obſerving in him all 
g —# Honourable" terms“ replied Don the marks of genuine love; © 
( Lewis; * fure nobody would offer any] They talked of nothing but Aurora; 

other to a young lady of her birth! and when they had dined, Don Felix 

— 14 Alas, I ſhould think myſelf the hap- | faid to Pacheco, There is a thought 
60 | z pieſt of men, if ſhe would approve of come into my head: I am of opinion 

5 my addreſſes, and conſent to join her | * that I fhould: go tomy aunt's ſome 
— 66094 þ « deſtiny to mine! J minutes before you, and have alittle 

Wo: Since you talk in that ſtyle,” ſaid ] * chat with my coufin, that I may, ff 

W Don Felix, I am (intereſted in-your | poſſible, diſcover the diſpoſition of her 
'© behalf. Yes, I liſt myſelf in your ſer- 4 en towards you.“ Don. Lewis, ap- ; 
vice offer you all my influence with | proving this ſcheme, let his friend go 4 
© Aurora ; and will, to-morrow, bring | before, and did not ſet out till an hour 5 
over my aunt, who has a great ſway | after. So my miſtreſs made ſuch good 
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© over her. Pacheco returned a thou- | uſe of her time; that ſhe was dreſſed like 7 
WW | ſand thanks the eavalies who made a4ady, when, her Jever arrived: 1 
4 kim ſuch fair promiſes; and we per- thought, ſaid the cavalier; after hav - 
| 7 eo og one. ood ay Wh 


8 
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A Have found Don Felix here. 


Mo 


- 
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5 e r Aurora 


Bad the duen nag. «to. 
Von 
| anſwered] 
Don Njmena 5+ he is writing in my 


d will ſer him immediately; 7 


v eloſet. Upon which Pacheco ſeemed 
1130 ſwallow the. trick, and entered into 
converlation With the ladies: but, hot 
withſtanding the preſence of the beloved 
object, he perceived that the hours flole 
away without Mendoza's appeating; 
and, as he could not help teſtitying ſome: 
5 urpriae at it, Aurora changing coun- 
ttenance all of a ſudden; began to laugh, 
and faid to Dor Lewis, Is it poſſible 
t that you have no ſuſpieron of the trick 
'* which has been played upon you! Do 
A an artificial light- coloured tour, and 
z painted eye- brows, make me ſo unlike 
_ © myſelf, that ycu have been miſtaken, 
aby them hitherto | Undeceive yourſelf, | 
inen, Pacheco, continued ſhe, reſum- | 
ing an air uf gravity; and know that. | 
oy” 8 Felix de Mendoza, and Aurora 
. 17 7 de Guzman, are but one and the ſame 
rene hee) Pn 
She was-not Ga extricu-) 
"Io him out of his error, but alſo owned. | 
her paſſion for him, and informed him 
of all the ſtep: ſhe had taken towards 
it's ſueceis. Don Lewis, no leſs charmed 
than ſurpriaed with what he heard, 
threw himſelf at her feet, exclaiming in 
2 tranſport of joy, Ah, beautiful Au- 
« rora! may I then believe myſelf the 
happy mortal hom you have favour- 
5 e ſo much? How fhall-l recompence 
our goodnefs, which the moſt perfect 
7 ove can never enough repay Þ- Theſe. 
- were accompanied with a thou- 
ſand more paſſionate and tender ex- 
Preſſions; aftet which, the two lovers} 
FLonferred upon the meafures that were 
to be taken towards the ee , 
ment of their mutual deſtres; and it 
was reſolved that we ſhould: ſet out im- 
mediately for Madrid, and bring our 
+ comedy. to a concluſion by marria 
- "Lis deſign was no ſooner formed than 
ut in execution: in fifteen days Don 
ewis eſponſed my miſtreſs; and their 
er ials gave rife toenterrainments and 
 +infinite e 5 8 e 9 5 ER 2 3 


ci PIE: 0 Fr a: 305 PR into. the 
J ſernice of Don G onzales He Pacheco. 5 


5 HREE-: weeks: aſter this mar- 
1 nage, my miſtreſs being deſirous. 
of recompenſing me for the ſervice 1 
oe had done her, made me a preſent of a 
Es ' hundred piſtoles; ſayings * 784 Blas, my 
1 os 1 _— N 


oy 
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| quite extinguiſhe! 


|. by the page who had bronght the brot: 


—— — 


$ as long as you pleaſe; but my hu. 
„ band's uncle, Don Gonzales e Fa, 
checo, wants to have you for Valet 
de chambre. I ſpoke to him ſo ad- 
| ©, vantageouf) of Fou, that he *affured | 
4s me, I. would do him a favour in part- 
12 * with you te him. He is an old 
nobleman,” added ſhe, of an excel- 
* lent character, and you will” be 1 
We fe his eric. 
anked Alirors for er generoſity, 
and as ſhe had Fo longer any occaſion. 
for me, accepted the p 5. 05 which 1 was 
recommended; the ga willingly, as 1 
ſhould ſtill be in the 
ing, therefore, I went with a 15 8 
from my new married miſtreſs; to 
nior Don Gonrales, who was ftitl a- bed, 5 
N it was eur twelve o'clock... 
When entered his chamber, 1 found 
him taking ſome broth, which a pa 
had brought in. Fhe old- = 
[whiſkers were in 1 his eyes almoſt 
and his face pale and 
| meagre. -He was one of thoſe old boys, - 
who have been great rakes in their 
youth, and are not a whit: more ſedate _ 
in their old age. He received me with 
| great civility, and told me, that if 1 
would ſerve him with as much zeal as 
1 had manifeſted for his niece, I might 
depend upon living happily. K promiſed 
to have the ſame attachment to a= 
which I had for her; and that moment 
he engaged me in his ſervice.” / 
- Behold me; then, with a new Walter; 


he was! When he got up, I fancied E 
ſaw the reſurrection of Lazarus. ' 
to-your own imagination a talf body, fo. 


naked, an anatomi might have taught 
oſteblogy upon it; with legs fo ſmal}, 

that they looked like ſpindles, after he 

| had put on three or. four pair 01 > 
ings. This living mummy was belides. 
troubled with an aſthma, and cboghed 
at every word he fpoke, Haviny'd me” 
chocolate, he called for PRs: and ink 

and wrote a letter, which he ſealed . 
ſent. away, according to the direction, 5 


then turning to me, Frie d,* aid; he 
thou art the cfon Won int = 
 *-henceforth to /trutt Hun my com 
„ miſſions, eſpecially thoſe Which re 
Donna er ee, a young lady, en 
1 love, aud who. is paſſionately 


ſelf, < hom can young people: help be- - 


Ike oh Seated" 
I 


s lieving themſelves w When this 
inks Mitaſe 8 Po 
Eh... + 5 1 585 "7 53 . jy « LOW 
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10 leave it to your choice to ay with me- 4 5 


amily.” One morn- | 
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„Gil Blas, added he, 5 then ſhalt, 0 praiſe the paſt, ſaid, with a agh, Alas i 95 


£ with me this very day to ber houſe, | 


«where 1 ſup almoſt every night, and 


thou wilt be charmed with her pru- 


© LI ſee no men now-a-days comparable 


to thoſe J have known heretofore; Fo 
and the tournaments are not perform 


ed with half the magnificence that 
they were when I was a young man!! 
1 laughed within myſelf at the prejudice 
| of honeſt Signior d' Aſumar, who did 
* ſtanding already mature and judicious, | not confine it to tournaments only; bujt 
r © that requires ſentiment in a man, and I remember, When the defert was ſet - 
© prefers a lover of delicacy and taſte, upon the table, ſeeing ſome fine peaches 
* t one of the moſt ſhining exteriois.“ | ſerved.up, he obſeryed, In my time, 
Sig nior Don Gonzales did not here fiſh | * the peaches, were much larger than 
the elogium of his miſtreſs,” whom he | © they are at preſent ; nature degenerates 
reſented as the epitome of all per- | 


«dence and reſerve: far from reſembling 
e thoſe filly coquettes, who can reliſh | 
nothing but youth, and are won by 
appearances only, ſhe has an under- 


© every day, —“ At that rate, laid Don 


| i another gentleman in years, one of his aſtoniſhed to ſee one with the appear- 
9 friends, entered, whoſe name was the france of modeity; not reflecting, that 
| Count d'Aſumar. But he, far from {\ theſe princeſſes know how to zſſume 5 


re 
fe | 

erſuaded. After the conduct of the 
actrelfes, which I had ſeen, I did not 


look up on old noblemen as people very 


happy in their amours. I pretended, 


| however, ant of complaiſance, to believe 


all that my maſter ſaid. - I did more; I 
extolled the diſcernment and taſte of 
Enphraſia, and was even impudent 
enough to affirm, that ſhe could not 


have a more an jable gallant. 
The good old gentleman did not per- 


ceive that I had made game of him; but, 


' cleaned his eyes of a thick gum that 
filled them, waſhed his ears and hands, 
and after having performed his ablu- 
tions, painted his. whiſkers, eye-brows, 


and hair, of a black colour; continuing 


longer at his toilet than an old. widow. 
who ſtudies to hide the outrages of time 
upon her. | Juſt as he had done dreſling, 


concealing bis grey hairs, ſupported 


himſelf on a 2 and ſeemed to glory 


in his old age, rather than in appearing 
young. Signior Pacheco,“ {aid he, as 
he came in, I am come to dine with 


©you.'— Vou are very welcome, count,” 


tion. But he had a hearer not eaſily 


Gonzales, ſmiling, the peaches. of _ 
* Adam's time muſt have been wonder- 


fully large!“ 


” 


whole day with my maſter ; who na 


at the diſtance of an hundred ipaces 
very handſome apartment. She was 


Count d' Aſumar ſtaid almoſt the 


from our houſe; and found her in a 


ſooner found himſelf diſengaged, than - 
he went out, bidding me Follow him. 
He went te Kuphraſia's, who lodged 


be 


- 


gaily dreſſed, and had ſuch a youth-. 1 5 
ful air, that I concluded ſhe was under 


manners, as well as in her converſation, 
and talked with. a great deal of wit, 
without the leaſt affectation. O Hea- 


| on the contrary, applauded my good | age, although ſhe was good thirty years 
| ſenſe: So true it is, that a ſycophant' | old at leaſt, She was really handſome, 
f may run any riſque with the great, who] and her underſtanding ſoon raiſed my _ 
| | ſwallow all kinds of flattery, . let it be admiration; for ſhe was not one of 
euer ſo abſurd. The old man having |. thoſe coquettes Who have nothing to 
\ _, written his letter, ulled ſome hairs out recõmniend them but idle mibaldry and 
of his beard with a pair of pincers, | looſe behaviour; ſhe was modeſt in her 0 


ven!“ ſaid 1 to myſelf, is it poſſible 5 
that a perſon of ſuch delicacy can be 


a lady of pleaſure!” I imagined that 
impudence was inſeparable from all 7h 


women of her profeſſion, and was 


any ſhape, and accommodate themſelves 


to the characters of the people of for- 


tune and nobility that fall into their 
hands. When their gallants are pleaſed .. 
with fire and tranſport, they are brick 


and petulant; and with thoſe who love 


anſwered my maſter. . Meanwhile, hav-:] reſerve, practiſe a prudent and virtuous 
ing embraced one another, they ſat behaviour. They are the true canie- 
down, and entered into converſation, leons, who change colour according to 
till ſuch time as dinner was ready. the humour and difpoſition of the men 
The diſcourſe turned, at firſt, upon.a whom they approach, © 
Don Gonzales was none of thoſe 


55 bull-teaſt, which had been celebrated a; 8 
few days before; and as they mentioned | noblemen who are taken with your held 


the cavaliers who had ſhewn the greateſt, 


vigour and addreſs, the old count, like 


beauties ;- he could not bear ladies t 
that claſs: on the contrary, could re- 


atlother Neſtor, who from talking of:] liſh no woman, unleſs ſhe had the ap- 
the preſent, always took, occaſion to, pearance of a veſtal. Euphräſia, theres [| 
! 5 5 | Fx 


and ſhewed that all the good attre 84 | 
are not em loyed in the theatre. Leav- 
ing my maſter with the nymph, I went” 
dcn ſtairs into a hall, Where 1 found 
: an old chamber-maid, hom 1 had 
5 known waiting: woman to an actreſs. 
1 KRecollecting me immediately, the fajd, | 
15 What is it von, Gil Blas? You have. 
3M quitted- Arſenia, it ſeems, as I did Con- 
8 ſtantia.” — Yes, truly,” anſwered: I;: 
* itis a long time ſince I left her, and 1 
* went do ſerve a young lady of faſhion. 
A player's life is not to my taſte, And 
_ # therefore diſmiſſed myſelf, without 
| $deigning to come to the leaſt expla- 
nation with Arſenia. ! You was in 
the right, replied the chamber-maid, [ 
_- whoſe; name was Beatrice; I ſerved 
Conſtantia pretty much in the ſame 
| 5 manger; one morning early I gave in 
my accounts very coldly, which ſhe re- 
s ceived without uttering. one ſyllable, 
and ſo we'parted cavalierly enough.“ 
lam extremely glad, faid 1, that 
zwe now meet in a more honourable 
< houſe: Donna Euphraſia ſeems to be 
a ſort of woman of faſhion, and I be- 
| © lieve-her character is yery good. 
t Vou are not at all miſtaken,” ſaid- the 
old waiting - woman; * ſhe is of a. very 
jos family; and as for her temper, 
ES can alſure you, there never was one 
Ne 9 0 . more equal and ſweet. * She is none of 
- thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes 
cho find fault with every thing; ſcold 
L inceffantly ; tor ment their domefticks ;* 
and, in a word, make a hell of their 
4 fervice. I never once heard her grum- 
* ble; but when T happen to do any 
5 thing contrary to her inclination, ſhe 
a reproves me Without rage, and never 
lets one of thoſe epithets eſcape her, of 
.£ which your violent dames are ſo libe- 
4. My maſter,“ 1 reſumed, is 
EA © alfo: very ſweet-tempered : he is the | 
gz e beſt. tempered mortalalive ; and there. | 
5 fore you and 1 are much more happy 
than when we were in the ſervice of | 
- © actreſſes.” 
| happy! replied Beatrice; -* inſtead of 
_ * leading a life of noiſe and tumult, I 
'  *now live, as it were, ina retreat. No 
man enters the ſe doors hut Sigmor Don 
Gonzales. I ſhall ſee nobody but 50 
k in my ſolitude, for which Lam not at all 
Fs ſorry; for T have had an affection for 
1 you a long time, and more than once 
| 1 envied the happineſs of Laura, in hav- 
| -* ing you for a gallant, But, in ſhort, | 
x II hope to be as happy as ſhe; for, 
5 though I have neither her youth nor 


* 
a © 


fore, | .modelied berſelf accordingly, 444 


| 


A thouſand times more \F 


011 bas. r SANT: IEBANE.. 


over to the intereſt of her miſtreſs, for: JM 
1 whom ſhe was ſo zealous, that ſhe did 


| « Lute.” 


5  notbehave i in this manner to me, for my 


their applauſe, and even diſcerned the“ 
| motives of it; 
pearance, with 


| 2 en, wy wal e f 


5 ; 1 5 : 


{ORE od. e 


coquer: y, and. am 0 Tai 2s s | 


As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe... 
- petſons who are obliged to make a tens. 
der of their fayours, becauſe ane 
| will aſk them, I was not at all tempt . 
ed to/profit by her advances:. I did Nos. 
deſire, however, that ſne ſhauld'pe 
ceive. my contempt, and was even og 
lite enough to expreſs. myſelf in 1 5 85 
manner, as that ſhe did not loſe . 
hopes of engaging 1 my heart. I ima⸗- 
gined then that I had made à conqueſt 
of an old chamber · maid, but happened, 
| On this vccalion, to.bedeceived; ſhe did 5 


* 


own ſake only: her defign was to inſpire I 
me with love, that ſnhe might bring me 


not mind what ir coſt her, in promoting 
her advantage. 1 found my error me N 
morning, when 1 carried a billet- dung 
from my maſter to Euphraſia. 8 
lady gave me a moſt gracious receptions 
.and faid a thouſand; obligings things, in 
which the was joined by her maid: one 
admired my -phyliognomy,, while the 
other obſerved in me an air of prudence - 
and 8 According to them, Sig- 
nior Don zales poſſeſſed. a treaſure, 

in having ſuch a valet, In a word, they 
praiſed» me fo much, that lulpecled 


Ei. 
> 


—_— * * DICE - Hobo -_ N 8 
tern e ode, 


but I received it, in ap- 
all the implicity of 
fool, and by this counterplot eſfectuallß 
deceived the rpers, why at laſt Due” 4 
ed off the maſk. 9 55 
. Harke e, Gil Blas, bald Eu . 
to me, it depends upon thyſelf 00 make 
thy fortune. Let us act in concert, 
my friend. Don Gonxales is old, and 
< his conſtitution ſo crazy, that the leaſt, 
touch of a fever, affified b 1 able 
« phyſician, will carry him oft. , Let us 
make the beſt of the little time he has 
0 left, and exert ourſelves ſo, as that he 
may leave the beſt part of his eſtate to 
© me. , Thou ſhalt have a;goad ſhare k 
the booty, and thou mayeſt depend 
55 upon my promi 45 as much 25 ff 1h had 
made is before all the notarics of Ma- 
© drid.!—+ Madam, anfwered 1, .* Ts” 
may command your humble „ 
© You have nothing to do but o pre- 
ſeribe my conduct, and you ſhall be 
© ſatisfied;*—* Very well, ſhe replied; 
thou muſt obſerve thy maſter, and give 
me an account of all his proceedings: 
© when you talk to him in private, d on't 
fail to turn the convetſatlon al Vo 
— ny; 
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_  $. occafion/ to ſpeak well of. me. Ply | princeſs, we compoſed two very diffe-: 
him with Euphraſia as much as pofit- | rent pictures in the ſame taſte::'' Don 
dle ; and I again recommend it to you, |. Gonzales, pale and withered as 1 have 

to be very attentive to What paſſes | repreſented. him, when he attempted to 

b in the family of the Pachecos; if you | ogle/ looked ſike a wreteh in his laſt ago- 
£ perceiye t ae relation of Don Gon« | mes; and my infanta, in proportion to 

.  * zales is extremely officious about him, the ſeeming increaſe of my paſſion, a- 

and aims at the ſacceflion to his eſtate, | ſumed/Rill:more and more eliildiſh airs, 

© acquaint-me with it immediately; that and - practiſed all the artifice of an old 
£ is all aſk, and I ſhall fend. him a- J coquette, which the- had been learning 
dritt in a very little time; for I know | thele forty years at leaſt; havifg been 
© the different characters of his relations, refined in the ſervice of ſome of thoſe 
* and the ridiculous lights in which they | heroines of gallantry, Who can pleaſe 
may be repreſented to him; having | even. in their old age, and die loaded with' 

already prejudiced him pretty ſucceſs- ] the ſpoils of two or three generations. 

fully againſt all his gephews and cou- }. I vas not ſatisfied with following my 
fins? Io J maſter, every evening, to the houſe: of -. 

By theſe inſtrnctions, and others | Euphraſiaz F ſometimes went thither, 

which Euphraſia added, 1 concluded } alone, by day; but at what hour ſoever 
that this lady was one of thoſe who at- I went in, I never met with any man, 
xached themſelves to generous old men. or woman either, of a ſuſpicious appear. 

She had lately prevailed upon Don Gon- | ance; nor could I diſcover the leaſt trace 5 
rales to ſell an eſtate, the price 6t which of iu fidelity; à cireumſtance that ſur- 

the had converted to her on uſe; ſhe '| prized me not a little: for I could not 
extorted from him valuable moveables imagine that ſuch a handſome lady could 
every day; and, beſides, had reaſon to be exactly true to oy Gonzales. And 

hope that ſhe would.not be forgotten inhis | in this, ſurely, my Judgment was not too 

Will. I pretended to engage willingly ta, | raſh ; for the fair Euphraſia (as you will 

do all that ſhe deſired ; and, difiimulation / -preſently fee) that ſhe might wait with - 
apart, doubted within myſelf, on my re- the more patience for my maſter's eſtate, - 


| | 
l | 
/ 

if 
1 


— — — — 
— 


— 


turn home, whether I ſhould contribute was provided with a lover more agree- 
to impoſe upon my maſter, or undertake j able to a woman of her age. 


to detach-him from his miſtreſs. The]. One morning, when I carried, as 
* Kift of theſe reſolutions ſeemed. more ho-. uſual, a letter to the princeſs, I perceiv. 
nourable than the other, and 1 felt | ed, while I was in her chamber, the, \, MF} 
my ſelf more inclined to fulfill than feet of a man concealed behind the ta-. 
betray my duty : beſides, Euphraſia had | peſtry. I went away, without ſeeming 
made me no poſitive prone, and that, to obſerve them; but although I ought 
perhaps, was the occaſion of my fidelity's | not to have been ſurprized at this ob- 
remaining uncorrupted. I reſolved, | je&t, which was no buſineſs of mine, 1 
therefore, to ferve Don Gonzales with | did not fail to reſent it. Ah, perfi. 
"zeal, yerſuading myſelf, that if T ſhould | *dious wretch !* ſaid J to myſelf, in a 
be lucky enough to divert his affection | paſſion; ah, wicked Euphraſial thou 
from-his'idol, Iſhould be better reward- art not ſatisfied with impoſing upon a 
ed for this goed action, than for all the |-+ 8 gentleman; by perſuading 
bad ones I could eommit. |-* him that he is beloved, but thou muſt 
That J might the more eaſily accom- }-* alſo crewnthy perfidy, by abandoning 
pliſh what 1 propaſed, I ſhewed myſelf.]-* thyſelf to another!“ What a fool was 
entirely devoted to the ſervice of Donna I (now I think on it) to moralize in this 
Fuplaſſa; I made her believe, that I | manger?! Tought rather to have lau- 
© ſpoke of her inceſſantly to my maſter; ¶ ed at the adventure, and looked upon it 
and accordipgly. invented fables, which | as a compenſanon for the tireſome lan- 
7 -ſhe took for ſterling truth. J inſinuated guid. moments the underwent in her 
my ſelf ſo much into hen, good graces, | commerce with my maſter: I ſhould, _ 
that ſhe thought me entirely in her in- at leaſt, have done better in holding my . 
Aereſt; and ftit; the better to impoſe_| tongue; than in ſeizing this occaſion f 
- _  ppon her, affected to appear in love with acting the conſcientious valet. But, in- 
Beatrice; who, raviſhed to ſee, at her'] ſtead of moderating my zeal, T entered 
age, a young lover at her beck, did not warmly into the inteteſt of Don Gon- 1 
much mind being deceived, provided J zales, to whom I made a faithful report 
*the was deceived agreeably. Whenmy | ofrhat I had ſeen: Beven added, that 


* 


. 
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muſter and I were each 


with eee tofeduge ine; I con-. 
e e e 
; | 0 wy 
: . ; : ; 


cone ee of what ſhe had ſaid on 
that occaſion ; and it was his own fault 
if he was not 
the character of his miſtreſs. 
confounded at the in formation, and a 


=, 


ia his 'countenanee, ſeemed; to preſage 
that the lady. ſhould not be unfaithful to 
him with impunity. Enough, Gil” 
Blas, ſaid he, 
ple of thy attachment, and pleaſed | 
with thy fidelity; Iwill go inſtantly to 


| proaches, and; break for ever with tie 


went out accordingly; and diſpenſed | 
with my attendance, that he might 


ente t im 


ſtience; not doubting 
that as he had ſo much cauſe to co plain 
ofthis nymph, Te: would come back al- 


for what 
myſelf the ſatis faction which the natu- 
ral heirs of Don Gonzales would have, 
chen they learned that their kinſman 


conttary to their intereſts; 
it; and, in thort,/that I had diſtinguiſh- 


r 


| in a few hours; 


i Who afffrms, that thou haſt mifrepre- 
ſſented her and art, if the is to be be- 


* gether devoted to my nephews; out of 


ne ſwore by all that was ſacred, that 


a or ever ſees a man 


1 | ina ſorrowfll manner, do you doubt 


e 2 2 


* Wes ” 


* 
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perfectly acquainted with. 
He was * 


ſmall. emotion bf. wrath' that appeared 


* Lam extremely ſenſi- 


Kuphraſia, and load her with re- 


© ungrateful creature ! 80 ſaying, he 


ſpare me the diſagreeable part I nad to 
play during their ecclairciſſeme nt 
I waited for my maſter's return with 


together detached fromher allurements. 


On this ſuppoſition, I a lauded myſelf 
fad dee ee to 


was no longer tre ſport: of a paſſion fo 
1 flattered 
myfelf, that they would: confider me for 


ed m iſelf-from other valets, Who are 
uſually more apt toencburage their maſ- 
ters in ae than to reclaim them. 
I was in love with honour; and reflect. 
ed, with pleaſure, that I ſhould pals for 
the Corypheus of all domeſticks. But 
this idea, agreeable as it was, vaniſhed. 
when my patron.arriv- 
ſaid, Friend, I have had à very 
Ba converſation; with Euphraſia, 


(Z lieved, no other thanan impoſtor, alto- ] 


regard to whom, thou ſpareſt nothing 
£©:t09 make me quarrel with her! I ſaw 
«real tears trickle from her eyes, and | 
_* ſhe never made any Ser woo to "thee; | 
eatrice,' who | 
5 ſeems to be'a good girl, "proteſted the 
_ © fame: thing, in ſuch a manner, that 
« my kom be as ede e in . of 5 
m 
How, 8e y (aig, ee 


my fincerity ? do yo diſtru — No, 
child, faid he, interrupting me in his 
turn; «1 all manner of Jul. 
tie: 1 don't ö e 


intereſt only, and I amobliged to thee ; 
but appearances are, deceitful. 
_* haps, what thou lawek, exiſted only i in 
0 thy own imagination; and, in chat 
caſe, thou may eſt gueſs How: diſagree» 
able thy accufation muſt be 
© fin. Be it as it may, ſhe is a perſoa 
whom 1 cannot help loving. I muſt 
even make the ſacriſige to her which 
*© ſhe demands, and that ſaerifice is thy: 
diſmiſſion. I am ſorry for it, my poor 


I could not do atherwiſe,” What ought: 
to conſole thee is; that Lihalbnot ſend: 


 ©tendi/to fettlerhbe with a der friend 
: of: mitie,) where. thou . 
r %% 
was e ee mottified to ſeo: i 
Zeal thus turnedagainſt myſelf; Teurſed. 
Eupliraſia; and deplored the weakneſs orf 
Don Gonzales, & ho allowed Rim ſelt to 
be lei by the noſe.” The good old man 
being very ſenſible, that in turning me 
away, merely to pleaſe his _miſtrefs 
did not behave in the moſt manly mans 
ner, made ambtrds: for his eee 
and gilded the pill I was to fwallow, with 
a preſent. of fifty ducats. Next day, 
earrying me tb. the Marchianely' of 
| Chaves, he told her, in; my 'heario 
that I was a youtig man that 2 
many good qualities; that he; had a re 
ard for me, but family reaſons not per- 
mitting him to keep me in his ſervice, 
he begged ſhe would admit me into hen 
amily. She received me that inſtant 


. 


* 
* 
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'F HE Marchioneſs pe” Chaves —— 
1 2 Widow of five aad thirty, hand- 
ſoine, tall, and wel! ſhaped, who en- 5 

joyed a yearly. income of ten thouſand © 
ducats, without the care and incum- TE 


brance of children. I never ſa awos 
man of more gravity, or 6ne/who ſpoke 
| leſs; though this did not hinder: her 
from being looked upon us the moſt 
witty lady 
courſe 


Robey of quality, and men of 


3 


Fer, 1 


Gi Blas, added he; and: I: aſſure: 5 
'© thee: Iconſented toit with regret; but 


thee away untetompenfſed ; and I in- 


= 


in Madrid. The great con- 


learning, who daily frequented her houſe, .. „ 
contributed, perhaps, more than any _ - [Mit 
4 ſhe tas to e reputa» + WM 

1 po; 12855 "I 
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THE "HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF _ 
' Immediately after the biſhop, the ſon 55 


of a grandee appeared; and when Ihad 
introduced him to my lady's chamber, 


KISS 4 * 


tion. But this I will not undertake 10 
decide; let it ſuffice to ſay, that her 
name imported the idea of a ſuperior / 


genius, and that her houſe was called, by 


the beſt comedy, or the moſt ingenious: 


3 m_ of excellence, the court of crititiſm. 
There was actually ſome pe formance 
or other read here every day, ſometimes 
new plays, and ſometimes other pieces 
of poetry; but nothing except ſerious ' 
ſubjects were deemed worthy of atten- 
tion, humorous pieces being deſpiſed; 
and witty romance, was looked upon as 
A feeble! production, that deſerved no 
Praiſe; whereas, the leaſt ſerious work, 
ſuch as an ode, eclogue, or ſonnet, paſ- 


£ 


ſed forthe great effort of humun under- 


ſtanding. But it often happened, that | 


That nobleman, {aid Molina, is anos 
* ther original. You muſt know, that 


© he goes often to a houſe, in order to 


treat of ſome important affair with the 


© gentleman who lives in it, and comes 


* away without remembering to. ſpeak ' 


* a ſyllable about the matter.“ But,) 


added the governor, ſeeing two ladies 
advance, there comes Donna Angela 
* de Pennafiel, and Donna Margarita de 


Montalvan, two ladies between whent 


there is not the leaſt reſemblance: _ 
Donna Margarita, who piques herſelf . 


on being a philoſopher, will undertake - 


© the moſt profound doftors of 'Sala- 


the publick did not confirm the ſentences] ©* manca in a diſpute, without ſuffering 35 


of the court; on the contrary, w. 
ſometimes ſo impolite as to hiſs thoſe 
pieces which had been there very much 
„e,, 2h: „ 
I was chamberlain in this houſe; that 
is, my office conſiſted in getting every 
thing ready in the apartment of my lady, 
for the reception of company, and to 
ſet the chairs for the men, and the 
iſhions for the women; after which 1 
Aadoned myſelf at the chamber- door, 
td announce“ and introduceithe perſons. 
Who arrived. While I was en: ployed 
in this office, for the firſt time, the go- 
vernor of the pages, who by accident was 
then in the anti- chamber with me, de- 
ſcribed them all very pleaſantly, as they 
. came in. His name was Andrew Mo-. 
1ina, naturally dry and fatirical, with, 
a good ſhare of underſtanding. A biſh 


their arguments to get the better of 
her argumentation. As for Donna 
| Angela, ſhe does not affect the virtuoſo, . 
© although her underſtanding is perfe&t-, 
c ly well cultivated : her converſation is 


| © her expreſſion delicate, noble, and na- 
© tural.'—* This laſt is an amiable cha- 
« ratter,* faid I to Molina; * but.the ' 
* other, in my opinion, is inconſiſtent 
© with the fair-ſex,'—* Not very con- 
< ſiſtent 1? he replied with a ſneer: and 
even a great many men are rendered 
© ridiculous by ſuch a diſpoſition. Ma- 
dam the marchioneſs, our lady, con- 
tinued he, is alſo a little | tainted _. 
« with philoſophy. What wrangling 
will there be here to-day | God grant 
©that religion may not be concerned in 


© the diſpute !? - 


* ſenſible, her ſentiments refiged, and - 


As he ſpoke theſe words, we perceiv- 

{ <da meagre man come in, with an air . 
reſerve and a grim countenance.: My 
governor did not ſpare him. This 
here,“ ſaid he, is one of our ſerious 
© wits, who would fain 3 . 


W 
being the firſt who preſented himſelf, 
I annaunced him; and when he was en- 
tered, the governor obſerved, ©* That 
_ © prelate is a man of a very pleaſant cha- 
s racter: having a little credit at court, 
© he would fain make every one believe, 
that he has a great deal, and offers his 
« intereſt to all the world, without ſerv- 


| ain paſs for great 
« geniufes, by the fayour of a. few ſen- 
© tences learned from Seneca, and who - 


ing any body, One day, meeting at 
© court: with a gentleman who ſaluted 

him, he ſtopped, loaded him with ci- 
- vilities, and ſqueezing his hand, ſaid, 


J am wholly devoted to your ſervice; 


_ 6 pray, Sir, pol me to the proof: ſhall | 
never die ſatisfied until 1 have an op- 
4 portunity of obliging you!” The gen- 
« tleman thanked him in a very grateful- 
manner; they parted ; and the prelate 
ſaid to one of his followers, Ithink I 

know that man; T have a confuſed idea 


are eaſily detected to be fools, it you 
examine them a little. cloſely.“ "The . 
next that came in was a well-ſhaped ca- 
valier with a Grecian mien, that is, a 
very ſelf-ſufficient appearance: when I | 
aſked who he was, Molina anſwered, He _ 
is a dramatick poet, who has compoſed, 
© in his time, an hundred thouſand - 
© verſes, which never brought him in 
© four-pence : but, in recompence for 
© that, he has procured a conſiderable 
© ſettlement by ſix lines of proſe,?.. - 


i of having ſeen him ſomewhere.” 
*The announcer, from the Latin word an 


viſiting days, and pronounces aloud the uames of 


4 


annunciare, is a do 


| } 1 was going to inform myſelf of me 


| lomeſtick, whe ſtatis ig the hall on 
the company a they enter... Td» 


A 


— 
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hature of a fortune got ſo eaſily, when 


I heard a great noife on the ſtair - caſe. 
© Good!” cried the governor, * there 
comes the Licentiate Campanario, who 
e cives notice of his approach before he 
© appears; and, beginning to talk at the 
t ſtreet-door, continues without inter- 
© miſſion until he goes away.“ Sure 
enough, the whole houſe rang again 
with the voice of the thundering licen- 
tiate; who, at length, entered the anti- 
chamber witha batchelor of hisacquaint- 
ance, and did not leave off ſpeaking all 
the time his viſit Jaſted. * Signior Cam- 
panario,” ſaid I to Molina, ſeems to 
© be a great genius. Ves, replied my 
overnor ; © he has ſome bright ſallies, 
quaint expreſſions, and a good deal of 
humour; but, over and above his be- 
ing an unconſcionabie talker, he does 
t not fail to make repetitions; and, not 
© to over rate his talents, I believe the 
© agreeable and comick air with which 
© he ſeaſons every thing he ſays, conſti- 
© tutes his chief merit: for the greateſt 
© part of  his-ſtrokes would do no great 
honour to a colleetion of witticiſms.? 
Abundance of other people came in, 
of whom Molina made many humour- 


ous pictures, among which he did not 


forget that of the matchioneſs. * I aſ- 
© ſure you, ſaid he, our patroneſs is a 


lady of a very even temper, in ſpite of 


© all her philoſophy. She is not at all 
difficult to pleaſe, and one is ſubjected 
© to very few caprices in her ſervice. 
* She is one of the moſt reaſonable wo- 
© men of quality I know, and is even 
without paſſion; ſhe has as little taſte 
© for gallantry as for play, and loves 
© converſation only: in ſhort, moſt la- 
dies would think her way of life inſup- 
«© portably tireſome.* The governor, 
by this elogium, prepoſſeſſed me in the 
favour of my miſtreſs; neverthelefs, 
ſome days after, I could not help ſuſ- 


petting that ſhe was not ſuch an enemy 


io love: and I will relate on what foun- 
dation my ſuſpicion was built. 
One morning, while ſhe was at her 
toilet, a little man preſented himſelf to 
me, about forty years old, of a diſagree - 
able figure, more dirty than the author 
Pedro de Noya, and very much hunch- 
backed into the bargain. When he told 
me he wanted to ſpeak with the marchi- 
oneſs, I aſked him, From whom ?* to 
which heanſwered, with a haughty look, 
« From myſelf; tell her I am the gen- 
* tleman of whom ſhe ſpoke yeſterday to 
© Donna Anna de Velaſco.” I intro- 
duced him into my lady's apartment, and 
fignified his arrival; upon which ſhe 
No. 78. | 


ber. 


immediately exclaimed, in a.tranſport 
of joy, Shew him in!“ She not only 
groves home a favourable reception, but 

ikewife ordered all her women out of 
the room; ſo that the little hunch-back, 
more happy than an honefter man, re- 
mained alone with her; while the cham- 
ber- maids and I made ourſelves merry 
with this tine tEte à tEre that laſted near 


an hour; after which, my patroneſs 


diſmifled the crook-back, loaded with 
civilities, that ſhewed- how well the was 
ſatisfied with his converſation ; which, 
in effect, captivated her ſo much, that 
ſhe told me, one evening, in private, 
Gil Blas, when the man with the 


© hunch returns, bring him into m 
© apartment as ſecretly as poſſible.” | 
obeyed; and when the little man came 

back next morning, conducted him by 
a private dee to my lady's cham- 


I performed the fame office, moſt 
devoutty, two or three times, without 
ſuſpetting that there could be any gal- 
lantry in the caſe; but the malignity 


which is ſo natural to mankind ſoon in- 


ſpired me with ſtrange ideas; and 1 
concluded, that the inclination of the 
marchioneſs was either very whimſical, 


or that the hunch-back acted the part of 


a go- between. N 
Prepoſſeſſed with this opinion, I often 
ſaid co myſelf, + If my lady is in love 
* with a handſome man, I forgive her ; 
© but if ſhe is captivated with this ba- 
© boon, truly I cannot-excuſe the depra- 
e vity of her taſte,” How much was I mi- 


{taken in my patroneſs the little hunch- - 


back dabblc4 in magiek ; and, as his 
ſkill had been extolled to the marchio- 
neſs, who willingly liſtened to the delu- 
ſions of ſich impoſtcrs, ſhe honoured 
him with thefe private converſations, in 
which he fhewed her things in a glaſs ;. 
taught her to turn the ſteve; and, for 
money, revealed all the myſteries of the 


cabala; ur rather, to fpeak truly, he 
was a' ſharper, who fubliſted, at the ex- 


pence of crednlous people, and was ſaid 
to have ſeveral women of quality under 
contribution. | FI 


| CHAP: IX. 
The incident in conſequence of which Gil Blas 
quitted the Marchioneſs de Chaves ; and 
| the courfe he followed afterwards. 


Naa already lived fix months with 
the Marchioneſs de Chaves; and, I 
confeſs, was ſatisfied wh my condition: 
but the deſtiny I had to fulfil would not 
rmit me to live longer in that lady's 
rips nor even in Madrid; I will 
R £7 therefore 
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therefore recount the adventure that 
obliged me to remove from both. 
Among my lady's maids, there was 
one called Portia; who, beſides her 
youth and beauty, poſſeſſed ſuch an 
amiable character, that I attached my- 
ſelf to her, wichout knowing that I muſt 
diſpute her heart with a rival. The ſe- 
cretary of the marchioneſs, who was a 
roud man, and very much addicted to 
jealouſy, being captivated with my prin- 
ceſs, no ſooner perceived my eee 
than, without endeavouring to find out 
my reception with Portia, he reſolved 
to fight me in ſingle combat, and for 
this purpoſe appointed me to meet him 
one morning in a private vlace. As he 
was a little man, whoſe head ſcarce 
reached my ſhoulders, and feemed at 


the ſame time very weak, I did not 


think him a very dangerous rival, but 
repaired with great confidence tq the 
place appointed, in hopes of gaining an 
eaſy victory, and making a merit of it 
with Portia: but the event did not an- 
ſwer my expectation. The little ſecre- | 
tary, who had been two or three years 
at the fencing-ſchool, diſarmed me like 
an infant, and holding the point of his 
ſword to my throat, Prepare,“ ſaid he, 
for the mortal blow; or elſe give me 
© thy word of honour that thou wilt this 
© day quit the ſervice of the Marchio- 
© neſs de Chaves, and never more think 
© of Portia.” I made him that promiſe, 
and kept it without reluctance ; being 
afhamed to appear before the reſt of the 
ſervants, after my defeat, eſpecially be- 
fore the fair Helen who had been the 
cauſe of our duel. My fole intention in 
returning to the houſe, was to carry off 
my goods and money ; which having 
done, 1 ſet ont the fame day for Tole- 
do; my purſe being pretty well fur- 
niſhed, and my back loaded with a bun- 
dle compoſed of my whole wearing-ap- 
parel : for though I had not engaged to 
quit Madrid, J thought proper to leave 
it, at leaſt for ſome years; and formed 
the reſolution of making the tour of 
Spain, and of halting at every town. 
The money I have,” faid I to myſelf, 
„ will carry me a great way; for I don't 
« intend to be extravagant; and when 1 
© have no more, I will betake myſelf 
© avain to ſervice. A young man of my 
* accompliſhments will find places in 
* abundance, whenever he pleaſes togo 
* in queft of them.“ | 5 

I longed, in particular, to fee Tole- 
do; whither I arrived at the end of 
three days, and took up my lodging at 
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a good inn, where I paſted for a gentle- 


* 


man of conſequence, by the favour of 
my intriguing dreſs, which I did not fail 
to put on, and by the foppiſh airs which 
I affected. It was in my own option to 
eſtabliſh a correſpondence with ſome 
handſome women who lived in -the 
neighbourhood : but underſtanding that 
I muſt begin by ſpending a good deal of 
money upon them, I bridled my de- 
fires; and feeling ſtill a ſtrong inclina- 
tion for travelling, after having ſeen 
every thing that was curious in Toledo, 
J left it one morning by break of day, 
and took the road to Cuenca, with an 
intention to go to Arragon, On the ſe- 
cond day of my journey, I went into an 
inn on the road; and juſt as I ſat down 
to refreſh myſelf, a company of ſoldiers 
belonging to the Holy Brotherhood came 
in, and calling for wine, fell to drink- 
ing. While they were over their cups, 
1 heard them deſcribe. a young man 
whom they had orders to apprehend. 
The gentleman,” ſaid one of them, is 
not more than twenty years ofage, has 
© long black hair, a good ſhape, an 
* aquiline noſe, and is mounted on a 
© bay horſe.” ; 

I liſtened without ſeeming to give at- 
tention to what they ſaid, and truly I 
did not concern myſelf much about the 
matter. Leaving them in the inn, I ſet 
forward on my journey, and had not 
walked a quarter of a een when I 
met a young gentleman of a good mien, 
mounted on a cheſnut-coloured horſe. 
Upon my faith,” ſaid 1 to myſelf, © this 
is the man whom the ſoldiers are in 
* fearch of: he has long black hair, and 
* an aquiline noſe. I muſt do him a 
good ſervice.—Sir,* ſaid I to him, 
give me leave to aſk, whether or not 
you have ſome affair of honour on 
* your hands?“ The young gentleman, 
without making any reply, looked ear- 
neſtly at me, and feemed ſurprized at 
my queſtion. Upon which I aſſared 
him, that it was not out of curioſity that 
1 had addreſſed him in this manner; 
and he was very well convinced of it, 
when I told him what I had overheard 
at the inn. © Generons ſtranger,” ſaid 
he, I will not deny that I have reaſon 
to believe myſelt the perſon whom 
* thole ſoldiers want to apprehend ;' and 


therefore will take another road in 


* order to avoid them.'— It is my opi- 
nion,“ I replied, © that we ſhould im- 
mediately ſeek ſome place where vou 
© may be ſecure, and where we may be 
© ſheltered from that ſtorm which I ſee 
* brewing in the air, and which will 
© burſt very ſoon.“ At that inſtant we 

diſcovered 
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F muſt lie hard, and 1 have nothing to 


Aiſcovered and repaired to a tufted alley 
of trees, that conducted us to, the foot | © offer you but anchorite's fare.” 

of a mountain, where we found an her- So. ſaying, the holy man made us fit 
mitage. f 15 I don at aſmall table, and preſenting us 


It was a large deep grotto, that time 
had ſcooped in the rock, to which the 
art of man had added a kind of front, 
built of pebbles and ſhell-work, and 
quite covered with turf: the adjacent 
fold was ſtrewed with a thouſand ſorts 
of flowers, which perfumed the air; and 
hard by the grotto we perceived a little 
opening in the rock, from whence iſſued, 
with an agreeable noiſe, a ſpring of wa- 
ter that run winding along a meadow. 
At the entrance of this ſolitary habita- 
tion, appeared a holy hermit ſtooping 
under the weight of old age, ſupportin 
himſelf with a ſtaff in one hand, 404 
holding in the other a roſary of large 
beads, compoſed of twenty courſes at 
leaſt, His head was buried in a brown 


woollen cap, with long ears, and his 


beard, more white than ſnow, came 
down to his middle. 


When we ap- 


proached him, Father, ſaid 1, be ſo 


good as to favour us with ſhelter from 
1 No impending ftorm.'—* Enter, my 
* children,” replied the anchorite, after 
having obſerved me attentively ; this 


8 


* hermitage is at your ſervice; and you 


© may ſtay here as long as you pleaſe, 
As for your horſe, added he, pointing 
to the fore-part of his habitation, * he 


« will be very well accommodated in that 


- $ place,* The gentleman who accompa- 


nied me, diſpoſed of his beaſt accord- 


ingly, and then we followed the old man 
into the grotto, which as ſoon as we had 
entered, a great ſhower fell, mingled 


with flaſhes of lightning. and dreadful | 
The hermit fell on 
is knees before an image of St. Paco- 


ſous of thunder. 
mo“, which was glued to the wall, and 
we followed his example. Meanwhile, 
the thunder ceaſed, and we got up; but 
15 the rain continued, and the day was 
far ſpent, * My children,“ ſaid the old 
man, I would not adviſe you to pro- 
+ ceed on your journey in ſuch weather, 
© unleſs you have ſome prefling affair.” 
The young man and I replied, that we 


had none that hindered us from halting ; 


and that, if we were not afraid of in- 


commoding him, would beg leave to 
* You. 


paſs the night in his hermitage. 
© won't incommode me in the leaſt,” ſaid 
the hermit; but will have reaſon to 


_ * complain of your lodging; for you 


with a few onions, acruſtof bread, and 
a pitcher of water, My ſons,” ſaid he, 
you ſee my uſual repaſt; but to-day 
I will commit an exceſs, out of regard 
to vou.“ 
cheeſe, with two handfuls of filberts, 


He then brought a little 


aud ſpread them upon the table. The 
young man, who had no great appetite, 
did not much honour to the feaſt: upon 
which the hermit obſerved to him, 1 
« perceive. that you are accuſtomed to 
better tables than mine, or rather, that 


© ſenſuality has corrupted your natural 


© taſte, I have been in the world, as 
© you are now; the moſt delicate yiands, 
© the moſt exquilite ragouts, were not 
too good for my palate; but ſince I 
© have lived in ſolitude, I have retriey- 
« ed the former purity of my taſte, and 
at preſent can reliſh nothing but roots, 
© fruits, milk—in a word, that which 
©compoled the nouriſhment of our firſt 
parents.“ . 
While he ſpoke in this manner, the 
young man ſunłk into a profound reve- 
rie; which the hermit perceiving, * My 
+ fon,” faid he to him, you have an 
* oppreſſion on your ſpirits ; may I not 
* know the cauſe ? unboſom yourſelf to 
me. It is not curiolity, but charity 
alone, that animates my requeſt. I am 
* of age to give advice; and perhaps 
© yaur ſituation requires it /—* Yes, fa- 
ther, replied the cavalier with a figh ; 
J have, doubtleſs, occaſion for ad- 
© vice; and I will follow yours, ſince 
© you are ſo good as to offer it. I believe 


© 1 run no ritque in diſcovering myſelf 


© to a man of your character.“ No, 
* my ſon,” ſaid the ſenior; you have 
nothing to tear on that ſcore, and may 
© ſafely traſt me with any fecret* In 
this confidence, the cavalier {poke as 


follows. | 
HAF. X. yy 
The ftory of Don Alphonſo and the fair Se- 
OY raphina. 


I Will conceal nothing from yon, fa- 
ther, nor from the other gentle- 
* man who hears me; for, after the 
generoſity he ſhewed, 1 ſhould be to 
blame to diſtruit him. Liften, there- 
fore, to my misfortunes. I was born 


St. Pacomo, was an Egyptian, whoſe-faith is faid to have been ſo effeQual, that he walked 


toric 


7 4 


ſerpents unhurt; and that when he had occaſion to croſs the river Nile, he was tranſ. 
from one fide to the other on the back of a crocodile LO 
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in Madrid, and my origin is this: an 


officer of the German guards, called 
the Baron de Steinbach, going home 


© one evening, perceived a bundle of 


© white linen at the foot of the ſtair-caſe. 
* He took it up, and carried it to his 
© wife's apartment, where he found it to 


be a new-born infant wrapped in very 


© handſome ſwaddling cloaths; with a 
© billet, importing, that it belonged to 
* perſons of quality, who would one day 
make themfelves known; and that it 
© had been baptized by the name of Al- 
* phonſo. I am that unha infant, 

phonſo. | ppy infant, 
© and this is all that I know of my birth 
and parentage : ſacrificed to honour or 


© infidelity, I know not whether my mo- 


© ther expoſed me, in order to conceal. 
© 4 diſhonourable flame; or, ſeduced by 
a perjured lover, found herſelf under 
© rhe cruel neceſſity of diſowning the 


W 


fruit of her womb. x 


© Be that as it will, the baron and the 
lady were touched with my ſituation ; 
and, as they had no children of their 
own, determined to ediicate me under 
the name of Den Alphonſo. As I ad- 
vanced in years, thcir attachment to 
me increaſed; my flattering and com- 
£ plnſant behaviour attracted their ca- 
£ relles every moment; in a word, 1 had 
the good fortune to make myſclt. be- 
© loved; they gave me all kind of ma- 
© {ters ; my education became their only 
*{tudy; and, far from expecting impa- 
* tiently that my parents would diſcover 
* themſelves, they ſeemed, on the con- 
* trary, to wiſh that my birth would al- 
© ways remain a ſecret. As ſoon as the 
* baron found me able to carry arms, he 
* entered .me in the {ervice; procured 
* for me an enſign's commiſtion; order-d 
* my ſmall equipage io be got ready ; 
and, to animate me the qnore to ſeek 


© {ented to ine that the carcer of honour 
* was open to every body, and that in 
* war J might obtain a name the more 
* vJorious, as I ſhould owe it to mvſelt 
* a one. At the ſame time he revealed 
© the ſecret of my birth, which he had 
* hitherto concealed from my knowledge. 
As I paſſed for his fon in Madrid, and 
© etfectually believed myſelf to be fo, 1 


© a good deal of pain: I could not then, 
* nor cannot now, think of it without 
© ſhame ; for the more my ſentiments 
* ſeemed to argue me of a noble origin, 
* the greater my confuſion was, to fee 
myſelf abandoned by thoſe who gave 
me being. by 

went to ſerve in the {.ow-Coun- 


* occaſions of acquiring glory, he repre- 


* own this piece cf information gave me 
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* (ries; but the peace being concluded 

« ſoon after, and Spain rid of her ene- 
mies, though not of thoſe who envied 
© her proſperity, I returned to Madrid, 
* whereI received freſh marks of tender- 
* neſs from the baron and his lady, 
About two months after my return, a 
© little page canie into my room one 
morning, and preſented to me a billet, 
* conceived pretty nearly in theſe words. 


« I Am neither ugly nor ill-ſhaped ; 
and yet you ſee me frequently at the 
« window, without paying homage with 
« your eyes. This behaviour but ill 
„ anſwers your gallant appearance; and 
„ piques me ſo much, that I wiſh 1 
„could inſpire you with love, to be 
„ revenged on your indifference.“ | 


Having read this billet, I did not 
doubt that it came from a widow calle 
Leonora, who lived oppoſite to our 
* houſe, and had the reputation of being 
very coquettiſh. I interrogated the 
* page, who was on the reſerve at firſt, 
© but in conſideration of a ducat, which 
I flipped into his hand, he fatisfied my 
© curtolity ; and even undertook to carry 
* an anſwer, by which I informed his 
* miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my 
crime, and was already ſenſible of her 
being mare than half revenged. 

1 was not at all inſenſible of, this 
kind of conqueſt : I kept the houſe all 
* that day, and took great care to be 
© always at the window, that I might 
© obſerve the lady, who did not forget to 
© ſhew herſelf at her's. I made love to 
her in dumb ſhew ; ſhe anſwered my 
ſig nals, and next morning let me know 
© by her page, that if I would be in the 
© {treet betwixt eleven and twelve at 
night, I might converſe with her at a 
* parlour window. Though 1 did not 
fing myſelf very much in love with 
*ſucha forward Widow, I did not fail to 


return a very paſſionate anſwer, and to 
* wait for night with as much impatience 


as if 1 had been violently ſmitten. In 
the evening. I went out to walk in the 
Prado till the hour of aſſignation; and 
was no ſooner arrived at that place, 
* than a man, mounted on a fine horſe, 
* alighted hard by me, and accoſting me 
„ haftily, ſaid, “ Are not you the fon of 
© Baron Steinbach?“ When I replied in 
* theaffirmative, «© You are the perſon,” 
© ſaid he, „who intend toconverſe with 
„Leonora at her window. Her page 
has ſhewn me her letters and your an- 
„ fwers, and I have followed you this 
© evening, from your on houſe hither, 
to let you know tha: you have a rival, 

N « whole . 
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£ whoſe pride is very much mortified in 
e being obliged to diſpnte a heart with | 
* ſuch a one as you. I believe I need 
 & ſay no more; we are now in a private 
es place. Let us draw, therefore, un- 
* ſeſs, to avoid the chaſtiſement I pre- 
5 pare for you, you will promiſe to break 


& off all Correſpondence with Leonora. 


£ You muſt either ſacrifice to me the 
se hopes you have conceived, or forfeit 
« your life immediately.“ You ought 
« then,” ſaid 1 to him, * to have re- 
66 queſted, not demanded, that ſacrifice ; 

& 1 might, perhaps, have granted it to 
, your intreaty, but I refuſe it to your 
« threats.?? | | 

« It is very well!“ he replied, after 
having tied his horſe to a tree; draw 
tc then ! It does not become a perſon of 
% my quality, to ſtoop fo low as to in- 
* treat a man of your ſtation; moſt peo- 
ce ple of my rank, in the ſame caſe, would 
« have revenged themſelves ina leſs ho- 
% nourable way.” I was ſhocked with 
* theſe laſt words, and ſeeing his ſword 
© already unſheathed, drew mine allo : 
we attacked one another with ſuch fu- 
„xy, that the combat did not laſt long; 

© whether he ated with too much heat, 
or I had more ſkill, I know not; but 
I gave him a mortal thruſt, upon which 
© 1 ſaw him ſtagger aad fall. Whereup- 
on, attending to my own ſafety only, 
<1 mounted his horſe, and took the road 
© to Toledo. I durſt not return to the 
- © baron's houſe, being well aſſured that 
* my adventure would very much afflict 
him; and when I conſidered the dan- 
ger in which I was, I thought I could 
not get out of Madrid too foon. 

In the midſt of the moſt melancholy 
© reflections I rode the remaining part of 
the night, and all the morning; but to- 
© wards noon, was obliged to halt, in 
ein order to give my horſe fome reſt, 
and avoid the heat of the day, which 
© grew inſupportable. I tarried, there- 
8 boy in a village, till ſun-ſer, after 
© which I continued my journey, reſolv- 
ing to make but one ſtage to Toledo. 
I had got two leagues beyond Illeſcas, 
© when, towards midnight, I was ſur- 
© prized in the middle of a field, with 
© juſt ſuch another ſtorm as fell to-day ; 
© upon which I drew near the wall of a 
garden that I perceived at the diſtance: | 
© of a few paces ; and not finding a more 
convenient ſhelter, flood with my horſe | 
as cloſe as I could tothe door of aſum- 

* mer-houſe, ſituated at the end of the 
wall, over which there was a balcony. 
As I leaned againſt the door, I per- 


— 


C eived it open, which I aſcribed to the 


\ 


| © negligence of ſervants; and alighting, 


© leſs out of curioſity than for the ſake 
* of being better ſcreened from the rain, 


* which did not ceaſe to incommode me 


* while I remained under the balcony, I 
« entered the ground-floor of the ſum- 
* mer-houſe, with my horſe, which I 
* Jed by the bridle. 

l I employed myſelf during the tem- 
| . obſerving the place; and though 
I could diſtinguiſh nothing but by the 
lightning that flaſhed around, it was 
© eaſy to perceive that the houſe could 
© not belong to a vulgar owner. I ex- 
« pected ſtill that the rain would ceaſe, 
« intending to proceed on my journey; 
© but a great light that I obſerved at a 
« diſtance, made me change my reſolu- 
© tion, Leaving my horle in the ſum- 
© mer-houſe, the door of which I took 
© care to ſecure, I advanced towards the 
light, perſuaded that there was ſtill 
ſome body in the houſe, not yet gone to 
bed, and reſolved to requeſt lodging 
for that night. Having croſſed ſeveral 
« walks, I arrived at a ſaloon, the door 


of which 1 found open alſo: I entered. 


© jt, and when 1 had obſerved all the 
© magnificence of the place, by the light 
* of a fine cryſtal branth, I no longer 
« doubted that I was in tie houſ®of ſome 
rich nobleman. The pavement was of 
© marble; the wainſcot very handſome, 
and curiouſly gilt; the cornices of ad- 
© mirable workmanſhip; and the ceiling 
painted by the moſt ſkilful maſters: but 
* what 1 took particular notice of, was an 
infinite number of buſts of Spaniſh he- 
re es, ſupported on pedeſtals of jaſper, 
all around the ſaloon. 
* enough to conſider all theſe things; 
« for though 1 liſtened aitentively from 
© time to time, I neither heard the leaſt 


© noiſe, nor faw a living creature appear. 


There being on ode fide of the ſa- 
© loon a door unbolted, I half opened it, 
and perceived a range of rooms, the 
© laft of which onlywas lighted. © What 
&« thalt | do?” ſaid I to myſelf;. “ ſhall 
„return, or boldly penetrate into that 
% room?” 1 concluded that the moſt 
« judicious ſtep would be, to return-as. I 
© came. But I could not reſiſt my curi- 
« ofity, or rather the force of deſtiny 
that dragged me along: I advanced 
© from one room to another, until I ar- 


© rived at that in which was the light; 


© that is, a taper burning on a marble 
© table, in a ſilver candleſtick gilt. 
« firſt. obſerved very handſome and gay 
< ſummer furniture zt in a little time, 
* caſting my eyes upon: a bed, the cur- 
© tains of which were Half drawn, om ac- 
es | „count 


19 


I had leiſure 
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count of the heat, I ſaw an object that 
« attracted my whole attention. This 
* was a young lady, who, notwithſtand- 
ing the noiſe of the thunder, fay in a 


profound fleep. I approached her 
© ſoftly, and by the light of the taper, 


© diſcovered a complexion and features 


£ thatquite dazzled me. My heart took 
© the alarm at the fight! I felt my foul 
© ſmitten and tranſported ; but whatever 
© emotions agitated my breaſt, the opi- 
© nion which I had of her high rank, 
© hindered me from entertaining the 
© leaſt raſh thought, and reſpect pre- 
© vailed over inclination. ; 
© While I glutted myſelf with the 
© pleaſure of contemplating her beauty, 
© ſhe awoke; and you may gueſs what 
© was her ſurprize, when ſhe ſaw a man 
© whom ſhe did not know, in her bed- 
© chamber at midnight. She trembied 
« when ſhe perceived me, and ſhrieked 


© aloud ; while I endeavoured to remove 


© her fear, by kneeling before her, and 
« faying, ** Madam, be not afraid; I 
& come not hither to do you the leaft 
% injury. ** I was going on, But her 
© conſternation was ſuch, that ſhe did 
© not hear me. She called her women 
© ſeveral times, but nobody anſwering, 
© ſhe put on a thin night-gown which 
© lay at the bed's feet, got up haſtily, 
© and went into the rooms that 1 had 
© croſſed, ſtil] calling her maids, and a 
younger fiſter who lived under her 
© care. I expected to ſee all her ſer- 
© yants appear, and had reaſon to ap- 
« prehend that, withoat being heard, I 


© ſhould meet with very difagreeable 


treatment; but, luckily for me, ſhe 
© called to no purpoſe ; nobody came 
© but an old domeſtick, who cculd not 
© have given her much aſſiſtance, had 
* the had any thing to fear. Neverthe- 
© leſs, growing more reſolute by his pre- 


* fence, ſhe aſked with a haughty air, 


* who I was, ani how, and for what 


© reaſon, I had the boldneſs io enter 


© her houſe. I then began to juſtify 
* myſelf; and had no ſooner told her 
that 1 found the door of the ſummer- 
* houſe open, than ſhe exclaimed, ** Juft 
% Heaven! what do prefage !”? 

© So ſaying, ſhe ſeized the light, and 
* ſearching alli the rooms, one after ano- 
* ther, could ſce neither her maids nor 
© her liſter, but even obſerved that they 
had carried off all their baggage. Her 
* fa{p:cions appearing now but too plain, 
* ſhe returned to me, and faid, with a 
great deal of emotion, “ Perfidious 


<wretch! add not diſſimulation to trea- 


* chery. It was npt chance that brought 


; 2 


— 


q 


„with a tranſport of fury: 


© thee here. Thou art one of the fol= 
© lowers of Don Fernando de Leyva, 


and an aſſociate in his crime: but do 


not think to eſcape; I have ſtill peo. 
ple enow to ſecure thee ! Madam,” 
* anfwered I, “ do not confound me 
© with your enemies, I know no ſuch 
*« perſon as Don Fernando de Leyva, 
and am even ignorant of your name 
* and quality. I am an unfortunate 
„ man, whom an affair of honour hath 


. © gbliged to leave Madrid; and I ſwear 


© by all that'1s facred, I would not have 
« entered your houſe, had it not been 
„ for the ſtorm that ſurprized me! 
Judge, therefore, more favourably of 
me; and, inſtead of believing me an 
* accomplice in the outrage 3 have 
© ſuffered, think me rather dipoſed to 


revenge it.” Theſe laft words, and 


© the tone with which they were pro- 
* nounced, appealed the lady, who 
* ſeemed to look upon me no longer as 
© her enemy: but if her indignation 
© vaniſhed, it was only to make room 
* for her grief. She wept bitterly.; I 
* was melted by her tears, and no leſs 
© afflicted than the, although I did not 
© know the cauſe of her ſorrow. I not 
© only wept with her; but, impatient - 
© to revenge her wrongs, was ſeized 
„ Ma. 
dam,“ cried I, ** what injury have 
« you received? Speak; I eſpouſe your 
& reſentment. Shall I purſue Don Fer- 
© nando, and ſtab him to the heart? 
Na mie all thoſe whom you would have 
„ fſacrificed. Command my ſervice. 
„Whatever dangers, whatever misſor- 
e tunes may be attached to your ven- 
& oeance, that ſtranger whom you 
« thought confederate with your ene- 
„ mies. will tempt them all for your 


$6ſake!”? 


« This tranſport ſurprized the lady, 
© and ſtopped the courſe of her tears: 
© Ah, Sir!”* ſaid ſhe, © pardon my ſuſ- 
picion, on account of the cruel ſituation 
ein which Iam. Thele generous ſen- 
« timents have undeceived Seraphina, 
„ and even freed me from the ſhame o 
<« ſeeing a ſtranger witneſs to the affront 
put upon my family. Yes, generous 


unknown! I acknowledge my error 


« and am far from rejecting your aſſiſt- 
« ance; but I aſk not the death of Don 


Fernando.“ Well, Madam,” I 
© replied ; „hat ſervices can you ex- 


«© pect of me? Sir,” anſwered Sera- 
* phina, the cauſe ot my complaint 
„is this: Don Fernando de Leyva is 
« in love with my ſiſter Julia, whom he 
© ſaw by accident at Toledo, where we 

8 | * ulualiy 


— 


« uſually live. Three months ago, he 

« aſked her in marriage of the Count 

« de Polan, my father, who refuſed his 

& conſent, on account of an old enmity 

4 {ubfifting between our families. My 

c ſiſter, not yet fifteen _ of. age, 
8 


& muſt have been weak enough to fol- 
4 low the advice of my women, whom 

% Don Fernando has, doubtleſs, bri- 
« hed to his intereſt; and he, informed 
« of our being by ourſelves in this coun- 
4 try-houſe, has taken this opportunity 


— 8 carrying her off. I want, there- 
4 fore, to know what retreat he has | 


« choſen for her, that my father and 
44 brother, who have been at Madrid 
©& theſe two months, may. take their 
% meaſures accordingly. In the name 
« of God“ added the, © give yourſelf 
« the trouble of traverſing; the neigh- 
« bourhood of Toledo, and of making 
24 an exact enquiry about the raviſher ; 
% my family will be eternally indebted 
e to you for the favour.” _ Er 
The lady did not conſider, that the 
« employment which ſhe preſcribed for 
me but ill agreed with the circum- 
«© ſtances of a man who could not get 
© out of Caftile too ſoon. But how was 
* it poſlible for her to make this reflec- 
© tion, which did not even occur to me! 
© Charmed with the happineſs of finding 
© myſelf neceſſary to the moſt amiable 
© perfon in the world, I accepted the 
*© commiſſion with a tranſport of joy, and 
«£ promiſed to acquit myſelf with equal 
 * diligence and zeal. In effect, I did 

© not wait for day, in order to go and 
* accompliſh my promiſe ; but quiited 
* Seraphina on the inſtant, conjuring 
cher to pardon me for the fright I had 
© occaſioned, and aſſuring her, that ſhe 
© ſhould hear news of me in a very little 
time. I went out as J had come in, 
© but fo much ingroffed by the lady, 
6 that it was not difficult for me to per- 
© ceive I was already captivated by her 
© beauty : I was the more confirmed in 
© this, by the eagerneſs I felt in ſerving 
© her, and the amorous chimeras which 


© my imagination produced. I fancied. 


© that Seraphina, although poſſeſſed by 
© her ſorrow, had obferved my grow- 
ing paſſion, and beheld it perhaps not 
© without ſome pleaſure : Teven imagi- 
© ned, that if I could bring her any news 
© of her liſter, and the affair ſhould turn 
s out according to her with, the whole 
© would redound to my hon our.“ 
Don Alphonſo, interrupting the 
thread of his ſtory, in this place, ſaid to 
the old.hermit,.« I beg pardon, father, 


*if, too full of my paſſion, I enlarge 


0 


| 


7 


I 


2 


him. Very much mortified at having 
© reaped no fruit from my reſearches, 
J returned to Seraphina, whom I ex- 
© pected to find in the utmoſt anxiety : 
© but ſhe was much more tranquil than 
© I imagined, and informed me that ſhe 


had been more lucky than I; that ſhe 


© knew what was become 'of her ſiſter, 
© having received a letter from Don 
© Fernando himſelf; importing, that 
© being privately married to Julia, he 
© had placed her ina convent at Toledo. 
% J have ſent his letter to my father,” 
© added Seraphina ; „I hope the affair 
ee will terminate in an amicable manner, 


and that a folemn marriage will, in a 


„ ſhort time, extinguiſh the hatred 
„ which has ſo long divided our fami- 
n | | 
© When the lady had made me ac- 
© quainted with her ſiſter's fate, the 
© made an apology for the trouble the 


had given me, and the danger to which 


© ſhe might have imprudently expoſed 
* me, by engaging me to purſue a raviſh- 
der, without remembering that I had 
told her I was obliged to fly on ac- 
© count of an affair of honour ; ſhe ex- 
cuſed herſelf, therefore, in the moſt 
© obliging terms ; and, as I had need of 
© reſt, carried me into the ſaloon, where 
© we fat down together. She wore a 


© looſe gown of white taffety, with black 


© ſtripes, and a little hat of the ſame 
« ſtutf with a black plume of feathers, 
* which made me guefs that ſhe was a 
* widow; though ſhe appeared ſo young, 
that I did know what to think of her 
©oondnion. OFTEN Z 
If Tlonged for an explanation o 


© this head, the was no leſs deſirous of 


© knowing who I was; and accordingly 
© begged that I would tell her my name, 
© not doubting (as ſhe faid) that by my 


noble air, and ſtill more, the generaus 


© pity that made me enter fo warmly in- 
© to her intereſts, I belonged to ſome 


:* embarraſſed me not alittle; I blaſhed ; 
© was confounded ; and own, that bein 
| | | le 


confiderable family. The queſtion 
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© leſs aſhamed to lye than to tell the 
£ truth, I anſwered, I was the fon of the 
© Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the 
German guards. Tell me likewiſe,” 
replied the lady, © for what reaſon 
é you quitted Madrid? I offer you be- 
« fore-hand, all the credit of my father, 
« as well as of my brother Don Gaſpard; 
te that is the leaſt mark of gratitude I 
«© can ſhew, to a gentleman who neglect- 
ci ed the care of his own life to ſerve 
© me.“ I made no difficulty of recount- 
© ing to her all the circumſtances of my 
© duel : upon which ſhe blamed the gen- 
*tleman whom 1 had flain, and pro- 
© miſed to intereſt her whole family in 
£ my favour. ” : 
© When 1 had ſatisfied her curioſity, 
© I. begged her to gratify mine; and 
© aſked her whether her faith was free 
or plighted. Three years ago,” ſhe 
« replied, „my father obliged me to 
*« marry Don Diego de Lara, and I 
tc have been a widow fifteen months.“ - 
«« Madam, faid I, („what misfortune 
« has deprived you of your huſband ſo 
4 ſoon ?“ -I will tell you, Sir,” reſumed 
the lady, in return for the confidence 
« you have repoſed in me. 
Don Diego de Lara was a very 
« genteel cavalier, who entertained the 
« moſt violent paſſion for me; and, in 
« order to pleaſe me, put in practice, 
« every day, all that the f tender 
« and paſſionate lover could invent, to 
© make himſelf agreeable to the object 
« of his flame; but though he poſſeſſed 
'« a thouſand good qualities, he could 
<« never touch my heart. Love is not 
cc always the effect of aſſiduities and diſ- 
*« tinguiſhed merit. — Alas!“ added ſhe, 
« an utter ſtranger often enchants us at 
« firſt ſight. Well, it was not in my 
% power to love him: more confounded 
« than charmed with the tokens of his 
« tenderneſs, to which I was forced to 
S make. returns without inclination ; 
«« though I, in ſecret, taxed myſelf with 
« jngratitude, I likewiſe found my own 
t ſituation very unhappy. Unluckily 
* for him, as well as me, his delicacy 
& was ſtill greater than his love. He 
« diſcovered in my actions and diſcourſe 
«© the ſecret. emotions of my breaſt, and 
««< dived to the very bottom of my ſoul, 
*« He complained inceſſantly of my in- 
« difference, and deemed himſelf the 
d more unhappy in being unable to 
« pleaſe me, becauſe he very well knew 
te that there was no rival in his way; 
« for I was ſcarce ſixteen years old, and 
« before he offered me his hand, he had 


| 


q 


þ 


Se: phina,““ he would often lay, 
© you had been prepoſſeſſe 


« gained over all my women, who af - 
* ſured him that no man had as yet 
te attracted my regard. Ves, Sera- 
6661 with 
| in favour 
© of another, and that alone were the 
c cauſe of your inditicrenceto me: my. 
„ aſſiduities, and your own virtue, 
would triumph over that prejudice 
« but I deſpair of making a conqueſt of 
ce your heart, ſince it remains untouch- 
© ed by all the love I have ſhewn." 
« Tired with hearing him repeat the 
« ſame diſcourſe, I told him that in- 
« ſtead of troubling his repoſe and 
© mine by too much delicacy, he would 


« do well to leave his grievances totime. _ 


« And truly, one of my age was not 
© capable of reliſhing the refinements 
«of ſuch a delicate paſſion; ſo that 
% Don Diego ought to have taken my 
cc advice: but ſeeing a whole year elap- 
« ſed, without his being farther advan» 
« ced than the firſt day, he loſt his pa- 
e tience, or rather his reaſon ; and pre- 
© tending to have an affair of conſe- 
« quence at court, departed to ſerve. 
« 25 a volunteer in the Low Countries, 
ec where he ſoon found in battle, that 
© which he went to ſeek ; I mean, the 
« end of his torments and life.“ 

After the lady had favoured me 
© with this relation, the ſingular charac- 
© ter of her huſband became the ſubject 
of our diſcourſe; in which we were 
© interrupted by the arrival of a courier, 
« who delivered to Seraphina a letter 
« fromthe Count de Polan, She aſked 
my permiſſion to read it; and I obſer. 
ved, that while ſhe peruſed. it, the 
grew pale and trembled. After hav- 
ing read it, ſhe lifted up her eyes to 
© heaven, heaved a profound ſigh, and 
© her face was: covered with tears. I 


could not behold her grief with tran- 


« quillity : I was greatly diſturbed ; and, 
© as if I had preſaged the cruel ſtroke I 
was to ſuffer, felt myſelf chilled with 
mortal fear. Madam,” ſaid I, with 
« a faultering voice, may I aſk what 
© are the fatal contents of that letter? 
— There, Sir,“ replied Seraphina in 
© a melancholy manner, giving me the 
© paper; * read yourſelf what my fa- 
© ther writes. Alas! you are but too 
© much concerned.“ . 
J was confounded at her words: 
© and, trembling while I took the letter, 
read | - 


«YQUR brother Don Gaſpard 
«« fought yeſterday in the Prado, 2 


- 


e the towns of their jyriſdiction ; and 
by letters directed to other people, I 
< will cauſe all the roads to be blocked 
«c up. 


© he to my love, was ſeized with the 
_ © moſt violent defpairi I threw myſelf 
© at the feet of Seraphina, and preſenting 


„ ſpare the Count de Polan the trouble 
of finding out a man, who might con- 


„ misfortune upon himſelf, you may be 
4 aſſured I enter into the reſentment of 
„ my father. Yes, Don Alphonſo! I 
am your enemy, and will act againſt 

4 you every thing that the ties of blood 


* hoſpitality ought to be inviolable, and 


* you can revenge yourſelf, do you 


tc perſon who killed him is the ſon of 
« B. 


„er has eſcaped me by flight: but 
4 whereſoever he conceals himſelf, I 


© fion, perceiving what a fatal obſtruc- 


„Revenge your brother, by ſacrificing 
his murderer with your own hand. 


* that deprived him of life, become fa- 


«© not take the advantage of your bad 
„fortune, which has put you in my 


me againſt you, hinders me from tak- 


of the laws, and fave your life from 


- 
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_ * he received a mortal thruſt, of which | 
he died this day; having declar- 


« ed, in his laſt moments, that the 
aron de Steinbach, an officer of 


«© the German guards. What adds to 
ce the misfortune is, that the murder- 


* ſhall ſpare no-pains to find him out; 
69 for which purpoſe I will write to 
« ſome governors who will not fail to 
ce apprehend him, if he paſſes through 


«© The CounT de POLAN.” 

© You may eaſily conceive how all my 
c faculties were diſordered by this bil- 
© let- I remained for ſome moments 
* without motion or power of ſpeech; 
© and even in the midſt of this depreſ- 


© tion. the death of Don Gaſpard would 


my naked ſword, . Madam,” ſaid I, 
4 ceal himſelf from his reſentment. 


« Strike, Madam! and let the ſword 
« tal to his unfortunate adverſary.” — 
« Sir,” replied Seraphina, affected with 
* my behaviour, I loved Don Gaſ- 
„ pard ; therefore, although you killed 
5 e eee and he brought his 


« and friendſhip can require: but I will 


« power. The ſame honour that arms 
© ing a baſe revenge The rights of 


« therefore I will not repay the ſervice 


4 you have done me, with the conduct | 
<< of an aſſaſſin. 


Fly, then! elude, if 
« you can, our purſuit, and the rigour 


« the danger that threatens it!“ | 
„How, Madam!“ I rephed, © when 


SANTILLANE. 


« leave it to the laws, which may per- 


« haps baulk your reſentment? Ah! 
& rather pierce the heart of a miſerable 


&« bearancel! No, Madam; do not hononr 
« me with ſuch a noble and generons 
« proceeding. You know not whol am: 
for though I paſs in Madrid for the 
« ſon of Baran de Steinbach, I am no 
other than an unfortunate foundling, 
« whom he has brought up out of pure 
«© compaſſion; I do not even know the 
% authors of my being.” “ No  mat- 
« ter,” ſaid Seraphina;“ interrupting me 
with precipitation, as if my laſt words 
had On her new. pain; „were you 
the loweſt of mankind, I will do what 
ee honour. preſcribes.” — Well, Ma- 
% dam,” ſaid I, ** ſince the death of a 
brother cannot 5 you to ſned 
© my blood, I will incenſe you by a 
© new crime; the audacity of. which, I 
© hope, you will not excuſe.—I adore 
6. 0H. Il could not behold your charms 
„without being dazzled with them; 
*« and, in ſpite of the obſcurity of my 
e fate, had entertained the hope df mak - 
e ing you mine for ever. I was ſo much 
© in love, or rather ſo vain, as to latter 
5+ myſelf that Heaven, which perhaps 
% fayours me by keeping my origin 
% concealed, would diſcloſe it to me 
©. one day, when I ſhould be able to tell 
you my name without a bluſh. After 
© this confeſſion, which. injures you fo 
„much, do you ſtill heſitate in puniſh- 
é ing me?“ This raſh declaration,“ 
* replied the lady, © would doubtleſs 
* offend me at another time, but I par- 
6 dowit,.in conſideration of your preſent 
* agitation : beſides, my own anxiety 
«© will not permit me to attend to.fuch _ 
„ diſcourſe. Once more, Don Alphon- 
„ fo,” added ſhe, ſhedding ſome tears, 
leave this place; fly from a houſe you 
% have filled with ſorrow; for every 
„ moment you ſtay increaſes my afflic- 
tion!“ Madam, I will no longer 
<« reſiſt,“ ſaid I, riſing; “ I muſt baniſh 
© myſelf from you; but think not that, 
© ſtudious of preſerving a life which is 
© odious to you, I will go and ſeek an 
& aſylum where I can be ſecure. 
© no! I devote myſelf to your reſent- 
„% ment. I will go to Toledo; wait 
« with impatience for the fate you de- 
„ cree; and, expoſing myſelf to your 
« purſuit, advance willingly toward the 
„end of my misfortunes.” NI 
«© So ſaying, I withdrew: my horſe 
© was brought out for me, and I repair- 


* 


o. 78. 


3 ed to Toledo, where I ſtaid a whole 
8 SY, week; 


« wretch who does not deſerve your for- : 


No, 
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week; and, truly, was at fo little pains 
to conceal myſelf, that 1 don't know. 
how I eſcaped being taken; for I can-. 
not believe that the Count de Polan, 
v whoſe chief care was to ſhut up all the 
. © paſſages againſt me, would imagine 
that I could not paſs through Toledo“. 
'© In fine, I yeſterday left that city, where 
I ſeemed to be tired of liberty; and 
without keeping any certain road, am 
come to this hermitage, like a man 
- © who has nothing to fear. You ſee, 
father, what engroſſes my thoughts, 
* and I crave the aſſiſtance of your ad- 
vice.“ 


CHAP. XI. 
De old hermit diſcovers himſelf, and Gil 


Blas percetves that he is among his ac- 
_ quarntance. | 


A LPHONSO having ended the 
melancholy narration of his miſ- 
. fortunes, the' old hermit ſaid to him, 
© Son, you have been very imprudent in 
© ſtaying ſo long at Toledo. I look upon 
© all you have recounted in a light very 
© different from that in which you ſee it; 
© and your paſſion for Seraphina is, in 
* my opinion, pure. madneſs. Believe 
© me, you muſt forget that young lady, 
© who cannot poſlibiy be yours. Vield, 
therefore, with a good grace, to the 
© obſtacles which ſeparate you from her; 
© and follow your deſtiny, which in all 
© likelihood will be productive of many 
© other adventures. You will, queſtion- 
© leſs, find ſome other young lady who 
© will make the ſame impreſſion upon 
© your heart, and whoſe brother you 
have not ſlain.“ 
He was going to add a great many 
other things, in order to induce Don 
Alphonſo to have patience, when he faw 
another hermit, loaded with a wallet 
well ſtuffed, enter the h:rmitage. He 
was come from the town of Cuenca, 
where he had made a very {ſucceſsful 
gathering; ſeemed younger than his 
companion, and wore a red buſhy beard. 
Welcome, brother Antonio, ſaid the 
old anchorite to him; hat news f:om 
© town?t'—* Bad enough,“ anſwered the 
red- haired brother, putting a letter in 


. Moors. 
bridges. 


200,000 more. 
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which belong ſeventeen towns, beſides a great many villages. 


his hand; © that billet will inform you.“ 
The ſenior having opened and read it 


with ſuitable attention, cried, * God be 


* praiſed! ſince the plot is diſcovered, 
we muſt regulate our conduct accord. 
* ingly. Let us change our ſtyle,* add- 
ed he. Signior Don Alphonſo, you ſee 
*a man ur 0 ao like yourſeif, to the 
© caprice of fortune. I am informed 
from Cuenca, which is a town about 
a league from this, that ſomebody has 
done me an ill office with juſtice; all 
© the agents of which are to ſet out to - 
* morrow for this hermitage, in order 
to ſecure my perſon ; but they ſhan't 
find the hare in the gin. This is not 
© the firſt time that I have been in ſuch 
* dilemmas. Thank God, I have al- - 
© molt always extricated myſelf in ano- 
ther ſhape! for ſuch as you ſee me, I 
© am neither an old man nor a hermit.” 
So ſaying, he ſtripped himſelf of a 
long robe which he wore, and appeared 
in a doublet of black ſerge with ſlaſhed 
ſleeves. Then he pulled off his cap, 


untied a ſtring that ſupported his falſe 


beard, and all of a ſudden, aſſumed the 
figure of a man between twenty and 
thirty years of age. Brother Anthony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's 
habit, rid himſelf of his red beard in 
the ſame manner as his companion had 
done, and took out of an old worm- 
eaten coffer a ſhabby ſhorr caſſock, with 
which he cloathed himfelf. But you 
may gueſs niy ſurprize, when, in the 
perſon of ihe old anchorite, I recoliected 
Signior Don Raphael; and in that of 
brother Anthony, my. moſt dear and 
fairhful valet, Ambroſe de Lamela. 
++ Good God! cried I immediately; * I 
find I am among my acquaintance 
© here.'—* True, Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid 
Raphael, ſmiling, you have found two 
© of your friends when you leaſt expeCt- . 
ed it. I confeſs, you have ſome rea- 
* ſon to complain of us; but let us for- 
* get what is paſt, and thank Heaven 
for our meeting again. Ambroſe and 
© ] make a tender of our ſervices; and 


I can tell you they are not to be de- 


* ſpiſed. You muſt not think us the 
* worſt of mankind ; we neither aſſault 


nor affaſſinate : we ſeek only to live at 


* Toledo is the capital of New Caſtile, and was anciently the royal ſeat of the Goths and 
It gands on a ſteep craggy rock, encompaſſed by the Tagus, ever which are two noble 
It is an archiepiſcopal ſee, and the revenue fo conſiderable, that the late Queen of Spain 
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5 the expence of our nei hbours; and if re | 
! cheſt, two old ſtraw bottomed chairs, „ 


- © theft be a crime, neceſſity excuſes the 


© injuſtice. Aſſociate with us, and lead 


_ ©a rambling life, which is extremely 


_ © agreeable, when conducted with pru- 
© dence ; not but, with all our ſagacity, 
© the chain of ſecond cauſes is ſometimes 

4 ſuch, that we meet with unlucky ad- 


© ventures. ' What then! we enjoy the 


© good with the better reliſh, on that 
© very account. We are hardened a- 
n gainſt inconſtant weather, and accuſ- 
© tomed to the viciſſitudes of fortune. 


« Signior Cavalier,” added the falſe 


hermit, ſpeaking to Don Alphonſo, 


© we make the ſame propoſal to you; 


© which, conſidering your preſent ſitua- 
© tion, I think you ought not to reject ; | 


for, not to. mention the affair that 


© obliges you to conceal. yourſelf, you 


© muſt certainly be in want of money.“ 


— Ves, truly, ſaid Don Alphonſo; 


c and that, I own, increaſes my chagrin.“ 
 —+ Well, then, ' replied Raphael, don't 
© leave us; you cannot do better than 
© to join your fortune to ours: you ſhall 


„want nothing; and we will baffle all 


© the ſearch of your enemies. We know 
© almoſt every inch of Spain, having 
© travelled over it; and are acquainted 
© with the woods, mountains, and every 
place proper for an aſylum againſt the 
c e of juſtice.“ Don Alphonſo 
thanked them for their good will, and 


f 


4 


being actually without money or re- 


ſource, reſolved, to bear them company. 


I came to the ſame determination, be- 


cauſe I would not leave the young gen- 

tleman, for whom I felt a growing 

friendſhip. | | 
Having agreed to go all together, we 


began to deliberate whether we ſhould - 


ſet out that inſtant, or firſt of all give 
ſome aſſaults to a full bottle of excel- 
lent wine, which brother Anthony, the 
day before, had brought from Cuenca: 


but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt - 


experignce among us, repreſented that, 


before every thing elſe, we muſt think 


of our ſafety. He was of opinion, 
therefore, that we ſhould march all. 


night, in order. to gain a very thick 


wood between Villardeſa and Almo- - 


dabar, in which we ſhould halt, and, 
being perfectly ſecure, ſpend the day in 


taking our repoſe. This advice being 


approved, the falſe. hermits made two 


bundles of their baggage and proviſions, 
and laid them in equilibrio, on Don Al. 


phonſo's horſe. This was done with 


| great expedition ; after which we quitted 
_ the hermitage, leavingas a prey en 
the two hermit-robes, with the whit 


# 


eand 8 


" GIL' BLAS:OF. SA NTILLANE.? 19 


- * ——— 
red beards, two pallets, a table, a rotten 


— 


and the image of St. Pacomo. N 
We walked» all night, and began to 
feel ourſelves very much fatigued, When 
at day- break e perceived the wood to 
which we were bound. The fight of a 
port gives new vigour to ſailors tired. 
with a long voyage. We accordingly 
took courage, and at laſt arrived at the 
end of our journey before ſun-riſe. 
Penetrating into the thickeſt part of the 
wood, we ſtopped at a veryagreeable ſpot 
upon a ſmall glade, ſurrounded. with a 
good many tall oaks; the branches of 
which meeting, formed an umbrageous 
arch, impervious to the heat of the day. 
Here we unbridled the horſe to let him 
feed, (after we had unloaded him) and 
ſitting down together, took out of bro- 
ther Anthony's wallet ſome large pieces 
of bread, with a good many flices of - 
roaſted meat,. and (doo to attack them 
as if for a wager. Nevettheleſs, in ſpite 
of our appetites, we often left off eating 
to embrace the bottle, which inceſſantiy 
circulated, paſſing from the claſp of one 
into the embraces of another. 13 
Towards the end of the repaſt, Don 
Raphael ſaid to Don Alphonſo, Sig- 
© nior Cavalier, after the confidence you- | 
have honoured me with, it is but juſt 
© that I recount to you the hiftory of 
« my life with the ſame fincerity,*—* It 
© will give me great pleaſure," replied 
the young man. And me in parti- 
* cular,* cried'I; for I have an ex 
* treme curiolity to hear your adven- 
< tures, which are doubtleſs well worth 
* our attention. - | 8 
— That VII anſwer for,“ replied Ra- 
phael; and 1 intend: to commit them 
© to writing one day. That ſhall be 
the amuſement of my old age; for I 
am ſtill young, and would haye the 


Fl 


volume enlarged. But at preſent we 


© are fatigued... Let us refreſh ourſelves 
with a few hours of ſleep: while we 
© three enjoy our reſt, Ambroſe will 
watch againſt all ſurprize, and then 
ſleep in his turn. Though I believe 
« we are very ſafe in this place, it is 
always good to be upon our guard.“ 
So ſaying, he ſtretched himſelf upon tjge 
raſs, Don Alphonſo. did the ſame, I 1 
ollowed their example, and-- Lamela- 
food en opt an ra 
Don Alphonſo, inſtead of taking 
ſome repoſe, kept himſelf. awake with 
re flecting upon his misfortunes; and 
I could. not cloſe an eye. As: for Don 
Raphael, he ſoon fell aſleep; but a- 


| waking;39 Hove: after, aud ſeeing us 


1 4. 
f ; . 


1 
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diſpoſed to liſten, he ſaid to Lamela, 
Friend Ambroſe, thou mayeſt now 
© take a comfortable nap.'—* No, no,“ 
replied Lamela; I have no inclination 


© to ſleep: and though I am well ac- 


« quaimted with all the paſſages of your 


„life, they are ſo inſtructive for people, 
of our profeſſion, that I tall be ve 
© well entertained in hearing them re- 
© counted once more.“ Don Raphael 
immediately began the hiſtory of his life 


in theſe terms. 


BOOK V. 
CHAP. I: { tle nobleman did not ſeem qualified 
ED by Nature for the ſciences. He hardly 
The hiftory of Don Raplael. © knew one letter of his alphabet, al- 


© AM the ſon of an actreſs at Ma- 
1 drid, whoſe name was Lucinda, 
£ famous for her theatrical talents, and 
« ſtill more for her gallantry. As for 
© my father, I cannot, without pre- 
« {ſumption, aſſume any one in parti- 
© cular, It is true, I might tell what 
© man of quality was in love with my 
© mother when I came into the world; 


but that epocha would by no means 


© be a convincing proof of his being the 
author of my birth. A woman of my 


£ mother's profeſſion is fo little to be 


« truſted, that even while ſhe appears 
© the moſt attached to one nobleman, 


 ©-ſhe almoſt always ſubſtitutes in his 


© place ſome other perſon for his mo- 
© ney. 

« There is nothing like putting one's 
£ ſelf above ſcandal: Lucinda, inſtead 
of bringing me up in obſcurity at 
© her own houſe, took me by the hand, 
without ceremony, and carried me 
© to the theatre in a very honourable 
4 manner, without giving herſelf any 


trouble about the diſcourſe that paſſed 


tat her expence, or the malicious ſneers 


© that the fight of me never failed to 


© excite. In a word, I was her darling, 
and careſſed by all the men that viſit- 


© ed her, ſo much, that it looked as if 


Nature pleaded with them in my be- 
halt. | | 
I was allowed to paſs the twelve 
© firſt years of my life in all forts of 
© frivolous amuſements: ſcarce was 1 


© taught to read and write; and ſtill 
'© leſs pains were taken to initiate me 
in the principles of my religion; If 


© learned only to dance, ſing, and play 
© on the guittar. This was all 1 could 
© do, when the Marquis de Leganez 
aked me as a companion to his only 
* fon, who was pretty much of my age. 
© Lucinda willingly complied with his 
© requeſt, and it was then I began to 
Young Leganez was 
© nat farther-advanced than 1: that lit- 


© though he had been under the inſtruc. _ 
tion of a preceptor fifteen months. 
© His other maſters ſucceeded no better: 
he exhaufted their patience. The 

© were not, indeed, permitted to uſe 
rigour; but expreſsly ordered to in- 
* ſtruct, without tormenting him; and 
© that order, joined to his natural dul- 
© neſs, rendered all their leſſons of little 
© or no effect. 

© But the preceptor invented an ex- 

© cellent expedient to intimidate the 
© young nobleman, without contradict- 
* ing his father's order: he reſolved to 
* flog me when his pupil deſerved puniſh- 

© ment; and he did not fail to put his 
* reſolution in practice. Not reliſhing 
* this expedient, I ran away, and com- 
* plained to my mother of ſuch unjuſt. 
treatment: but, in ſpite of all her 
* tenderneſs for me, ſhe had ſtrength. 
* to reſiſt my tears, and conſidering that 


it was a great advantage for her ſon 


to live with the Marquis de Leganez, 
« ſent me back immediately. was 
now abandoned to the preceptor; who, 
* perceiving that his invention had pro- 
* duced a good effect, continued to flog 
me {lil}, inſtead of the young noble- 
man; and, in order to make the deeper 
impreſſion 1 him, diſciplined me 
with great feverity. F was ſure to 
pay, every day, for young Leganez; 
* and I may venture to affirm, that he 
did not learn one letter of his alpha- 
© bet, which did not coſt me an hun- 
« dred laſhes. Judge you what his rudi- 

ments ſtood me in. | 
The birch was not the only dif- 
© agreeable thing I ſuffered in this 
'* houſe: as every body knew me, the 
© meaneft ſervant, even the ſcullions, 
© reproached me with my birth. "This 
diſguſted me ſo much, that I ran away 
one day, after having found means to 
ſeize the preceptor's whole ſtock of 
* ready-money, which might amount to 
an hundred and tifty ducats, Such 
5 6 was 


\ 


1 


e te vengeance took for the ſtripes 
he had fo unjuſtly beſtowed upon me. 


I performed this ſlight of hand with 
« aFmirable dexterity, though it was in 
« firſt eſſay; and having had the addreſs 


to baffle the ſearch that was made for 


me during two days, left Madrid, and 
repaired to Toledo, without being 


-. + purſued. 


/ 


* 


J was then juſt going into my fif- 
©teenth year. What a pleaſure it was 
© to be independent at that age, and 
© entirely maſter of my own actions! 
© I ſoon contracted acquaintance with, 
© youn ople, who poliſhed me up, 
$ ho ni ol hs to ſpend my ducats 105 
« affociated with knights of the poſt, 
„who cultivated my happy diſpoſition 
« fo well, that in a little time I became 

one of the moſt dexterous of the order. 
© At the end of five years, being ſeized 


* with an inclination to travel, I quitted 


© my confederates, and beginning my 
« peregrinations by Eſtremadura, went 
© as far as Alcantara: but before 1 
© reached that place, finding an op- 
© portunity of exerting my talents, I. 
did not let it eſcape. Being a- foot, 
and moreover loaded. with a pretty 


heavy knapſack, I frequently halted. 


© to repoſe myſelf under the trees, that 
© offered me their ſhade, at a little diſ- 
* tance from the highway. In one of 
© thoſe reſting-places I found two lads, 


© very well dreſſed, talking merrily on 


© the graſs, while they enjoyed the cool: 


© neſs of the ſhade. I ſaluted them very 


« courteouſly, and entered into conver- 
« ſation with them, at which they did 
© not ſeem diſpleafed. The eldeſt was 


© not more than fifteen, and they ſeemed , 


© both to be extremely raw. „ Signior 


Cavalier,“ ſaid the youngeſt to me, | 


« we are ſons of two rich citizens of 
« Placentia, who longing extremely to, 
cc fee the kingdom of Petintcal: in order” 
& to ſatisfy our curiofity, have taken an 
« hundred piſtoles each from our pa- 
« rents; and as we travel a- foot, hope 
« to. go a great way with that ſum. 
«© What is your opinion of the matter?“ 
— If I had ſo much,” I replied, 
«© God knows where I ſhould go: 1. 
« would viſit the four corners. of the 


« world. What the devil! two hun- 


“ dred piſtoles ! it is an immenſe ſum, 
* and you'll never ſee the end of it. If 
«it be agreeable to you, gentlemen,” 


© added I, I ſhall have the Honour of 


« accompanying you as far as the city, 
« of Almeria, where I am going to take 
« poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, 
© who has been ſettled in that place 


twenty years, or thereabouts,” 


„ 


© The young citizens aſſured me they 
would be glad of my company. Where- 


upon, having reſted ourſelves a little, 


© we ſet forwards, all together, towards 


Alcantara, where, we arrived a good 


* while before night, and went to lodge 


at a good inn. We aſked for a room, 


© and were ſhewn into one, where there 


vas a preſs with a key in it. Having 


© beſpoke ſupper, I propoſed to my 
comrades that we ſhould go and ſee 


They accepted the propoſal ; we lock. 
© ed our knapfacks in the prefs, the key 
of which one of the citizens put in 
© his pocket; and going out of the inn, 
« went to view the churches. While 


© we were in the cathedral, I pretended, - 
all of a ſudden, to. have an affair of 


* conſequence in hand, and faid'to my 
* companions, © Gentlemen, I have juſt 


6 recallected that a perſon of Toledo 


«« deſired me to deliver a ſhort meſſage 
% to a merchant who lives near this 


&« church. Pray wait for me here, and 


“I' be back in an inſtant.” So ſay. 
* ing, I left them, ran to the inn, flew 
to the preſs, forced the lock, and rum- 


* maging the knapſacks of my young 


« cits, found their piſtoles. Poor chil- 
* dren! I did not leave them fo much 
© as one to pay for their night's lodging. 
I carried all off, quitted the town us 


« faſt as poſſible, and took the road to 
© Merida, without giving myſelf any - 


© farther concern about them. 

© That adventure put me in a con- 
dition to travel agreeably : though I 
© was young, I found niyſelf capable 


© the town while it was getting ready. 


of conducting myſelf with prudence ; . . 


* and I may ſay, I was pretty old con- 
« ſidering, my years. Having reſolved 
© to buy a mule, I put my reſolution in 


© practice at the next village. I even 
converted my knapſack into a port- 
© manteau, and began to aſſume a little 
more of the man of conſequence. On *' 
£* the third day, I met a man ſinging 


* veſpers- as loud as he could roar, 'on . 


* the highway. Judging, by his ap- 


6 pearance, that he was a chanter, I ac- 


© coſted him with courage, 
« Batchelor, . you ſing purely; your 


© heart goes with your profeſſion, I 1 
« ſee 1” —*<« Sir,” anſwered he, *Tam . 


«a chanter, at your ſervice ; and amuſe 


„ myſelf with clearing my pipes, as you . 


« hear. 


In this manner we entered into con- 
verſation, and I perceived that 1 had 
got into company with a moſt witty. 
and agreeable. fellow, about four or 
five and twenty years old. As he tra- 


6 velled 


„% Signior 
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velled on foot, I made my mule walk 


+ ſlowly, that I might have the pleaſure 


of converling with him; and, among 


« other things, the diſcourſe turned on. 


Toledo. I know that city perfectly 


« well,” ſaid the chanter; „“ having. 
« lived a good while in it, and I believe 
„% have ſome friends there.” —*< In what 
place,“ anſwered I, interrupting him, 
« did you live at Toledo?“ He replied, 


« Tn the New Street. I lived with Don 


« Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Mat- 


ct thias de Cordel, and two or three 


* more gentlemen of honour: we lodg- 


« ed, ate, and paſſed our time agree- 
« ably together.” Theſe words ſur- 
«prized me; for it muſt be obſerved, 
« that thoſe gentlemen, whoſe names he 
* mentioned, were the very ſharpers 
with whom 1 had kept company at 
© Toledo. ** Signior Chanter,” cried I, 
« thoſe gentlemen, whom you have 
named, are of my acquaintance, and 
« 1] lived with them in the New Street.” 
— I underſtand you,” he replied, 
«* ſmiling; “ that is to ſay, you are en- 
« tered into the company lince I left it 
« three years ago.“ I have,” ſaid 
« F, „ quitted theſe gentlemen becauſe 
« J was ſeized with an inclination to 
« travel. 1 intend to make the tour 
„of Spain, knowing that I ſhall im- 
« prove by experience.“ Without 
„% doubt,“ he replied, “one mult travel 


« before he can have a finiſhed educa- 
« tion : it was for this reaſon that I left 


© Toledo, where I lived very agreeably. 
4% I thank Heaven,” added he, for 


e having met, when I leaſt expected 


„ it, a knight of my own order! Let us 
« join, travel together, make attempts 
on our neighbours purſe, and lay hold 
« of every occaſion that preſents itſelf 
« of exerting our ſkill.” 

© He made this propoſal ſo frankly, 
© and with ſuch a good grace, that 1 
accepted it. He won my confidence 
all of a ſudden, in beſtowing his upon 
* me, and we unboſomed ourſelves to 
one another. I recounted my hiſtory 


© to him, and he made no myſtery of his 
£ adventures to me; letting me know 


© that he was juſt come from Portalegro, 
£ whence an unſucceſsful trick had 
© obliged him to eſcape with precipita- 
tion, in the dreſs he now wore. After 
« he had communicated to me his whole 
affairs, we reſolved to go to Merida 
© together, in order to try our fortune, 
« by ſtriking ſome lucky ſtroke, if poſ- 
* ſible ; and then, immediately decamp- 
ing, to remove elſewhere. From that 
moment our ſtock became common 


| © betwixt us ; indeed, Moralez (ſo my. 


© companion was called) was not in a. 
very brilliant ſituation. His whole. 
fortune conſiſted of five or fix ducats, . 


with ſome baggage that he carried 


* in a wallet; but if I was richer than 


he in ready-money, he, on the other. 


© hand, was more conſummate than I 
jn the art of deceiving mankind. 
We mounted my mule by turns, and 


+ in this manner arriving at Merida, 


© halted at an inn of the ſuburbs, where, 
© my comrade took out of his wallet a, 
« dreſs, in which he. was no ſooner. 
* cloathed, than we went to take a turn 


© through the town, reconnoitre the 


ground, and look for an opportunity 
© of going to work. 


© have ſaid, reſembled two kites that 
© caſt their eyes abroad to look for 


© birds on which to prey. In ſhort, we 


© waited in hopes that chance would af- 

© ford an occaſion on which we might 
© employ our induſtry, when we per- 
« ceived in the ſtreet an old grey-haired 
© gentleman fighting againſt three men, 
© who puſhed hard at him. I was ſhock- 
ed at the inequality of the combat; 
© and, as I am naturally a tilter, flew to 

the aſſiſtance of the old man: Moralez. 
following my example, we attacked 

© the gentleman's three enemies, and 


© obliged them to ſeek their ſafety in \ 


flight. 


-< The ſenior was mighty thankful. | 


„% We are very glad,” faid I to him, 
«© that we happened to be here ſo ſea- 


c ſonably, to give you aſſiſtance: but let 


« us know, at leaſt, who we have had 


« the good fortune to ſerve; and pray 


cc tell us, for what reaſon thoſe three 


« men would have aſſaſſinated you.“ 


Gentlemen,“ he replied, © I am 


too much obliged, to refuſe the ſatis- 


c faction you deſire. y name is je- 
rome de Moyadas, and I live on m 
« fortune in this city; one of thoſe aſ- 


&« ſaſſins, from whom you have delivered 
„me, made love to my daughter; aſked 


« her of me in marriage ſome days 
ago; and as he could not obtain my 


© conſent, attacked me, ſword in hand, 


«© in order to be revenged.”—* And 
« may one aſk,” I replied, ** your 
e reaſon for refuſing your conſent 
© to that gentleman ?” « I will 


ce tell you,“ ſaid he: 1 had a brother, 
© a merchant in this city, whoſe name. 
« was Auguſtin; two months ago he. 
was at Calatrava, and lodged at the 
e houſe of Juan Velez de . 
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every object that preſented itſelf with 
great attention; and, as Homer would 
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his correſpondent; with whom he was 


“ ſo intimate, that, in order to ſtrengthen 


<< their. friendſhip *ſtill more, he pro- 


6 miſed my only daughter Florentina in 
% marriage to his ſon, not doubting 
* that he had credit enough with me 
* to perform his promiſe. Accord- 
é ingly, my brother, upon his return 
c to Merida, no ſooner mentioned the 
4“ affair, than I, out of ſove to him, 
„ conſented to the marriage. He then 
, ſent Floreatina's picture to Calatrava; 


„ hut alas! had not the ſatisfaction of 


e finiſhing the work, for he died three 
© weeks ago; conjuring me, on his 


„ death- bed, to diſpoſe of my daughter 
6 to none but his correſpondent's ſon. . 


„This I promiſed; and, on this ac- 


4 count, refuſed Florentina to the gen- 


ec tleman who aſſaulted me, although he 


„ js a very - advantageous match. 1 

* at an inn. | 

« which we are, no ceremony ought to 
9 


c am a flave to my word, and every 
ec moment expect the ſon of Juan Velez 
, de Menbrilla, on whom I will beſtow 
„ my daughter in marriage, though I 
never ſaw either him or his father. I 


e beg pardon,” continued Jerome de | 


„% Moyadas, for troubling you with 
- 6 this relation; but you yourſelf ex- 
“ acted it of me.” | | 

© I liſtened to him with great atten- 
tion, and reſolving upon a trick that 
«© ſtruck me in the head of a fudden, 
affected great aſtoniſhment, lifted up 
amy eyes to heaven, and turning to- 


- © wards the old man, faid, in a pathe- 


© thick tone, „Ah, Signior Moyadas ! 
4 js it poſſible, that on my firſt arrival 
at Merida, I ſhould be ſo happy as to 
« ſave the life of my father-in-law !” 
The old citizen was ſtrangely ſurprized 
© at theſe: words, as well as Moralez, 
© who ſhewed by his countenance, what 
© a great rogue he took me to be. 
% What do I hear?” replied the ſenior. 
« How |! are you the ſon of my brother's 


4 correſpondent ? Yes, Signior Je- 


« rome de Moyadas,” anſwered I, with 
an audacious countenance, while I 
£ threw my arms about his neck; 1 
« am that happy mortal, for whom the 
4 adorable Florentina is deſtined. But 
% before I expreſs my joy in entering 
4 into your family, allow me to ſhed 
into your boſom the tears which the 


„ remembrance of your brother Au- 


t ouſtin renews! I thould be the moſt 
* ungrateful of all mankind, if I was 
not ſenſibly touched with the death 
« of a perſon to whom I owe all the 
, happineſs of my life!“ So ſaying, 
© I again embraced honeſt Jerome, and 


7 


: covered my eyes with my hand, on | 


© aſliftant in If. | 


* 


better than the copy. 
'© ſoon as we came to his houſe, he 


. pretence of wiping away my tears. : 
* Moralez, who, in a twinkling, per- 


* ceived the advantage we might rea 


from a trick of this kind, did not fail 


to ſecond the impoſture, and paſſing 
for my valet, even topped me in the 
© forrow I had manifeſted for the death 
© of Signior Auguſtin. © © Signior Je- 

© rome,” cried he, „what a loſs you 


„ have ſuffered in your brother's death! 


« he was ſuch an honeſt man! the very 
«© phcenix of commerce! a diſintereſted 
« merchant; a merchant of integrity; 
te there are few of his fellows to be met 
„ with!“ VV 

© We had to do with a ſimple and 
©credulous man, who, ſo far from 
ſuſpecting the cheat, was himſelf an 
| « And why,“ faid he, 
« did you not come ſtraight to my houſe? 
« you ſhould not have gone to lodge 
Conſidering the terms on 


« have been obſerved.”—** Sir, an- 


© ſwered Moralez, taking upon him to 


« ſpeak for me, my maſter is, I grant 
« you, a little ceremonious; not but 
« that he is excuſable in ſome ſhape, in 


« being unwilling to appear before you 


ce in his preſent ſituation; for we have 
« been robbed in our journey hither, 


e and loſt all our baggage.”—* The 


© young man,” ſaid I, interrupting 


© him, © tells you nothing but the truth, 


« Signior de Moyadas. This misfor- 
*tune did not permit me to come to 


„ your houſe : I durſt not preſent my- 
« ſelf, in this garb, before the eyes of a 


« miſtreſs who has not as yet ſeen me; 
« and, for that reaſon, I waited the re- 


cc turn of a valet whom I have ſent to 
c Calatrava.?—* This accident,” re- 


« plied the old man, ** ought not to have 
« hindered you from coming to. ftay 
« at my houſe, where I intend you 
4e ſhall immediately take up your lodg- 
40 ing.” | SLID 
So ſaying, he carried me home with 
© him; and, b 
© the pretended robbery that I had ſuf- 
* fered ; when I afſured him, that what 


l e me the greateſt concern, was my 
« 


aving loſt, with my baggage, the 


© picture of Florentina. ereupon 


© the citizen obſerved, with a ſmile, 
that J might conſole myſelf for that 


© lofs the more eaſily, as the original was 
In effect, as 


© called his daughter, who was not above 
© ſixteen years of age, and might have 
© been. counted an accompliſhed young 
© lady ; ſaying, to me, You fee the 


' aq . 
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« object which my late brother pro- 
% mifed to you.” ——*© Ah, Signior,” 
«cried I, with a paſſionate air, © yon 
** have no occaſion to tell me that this 
« is the amiable Florentina | theſe 
« charming features are engraved on 
«© my memory, and ſtill more upon my 
&« heart. If the picture which I loſt, 
« and which was only a ſlight ſketch 
«of ſuch perfection, could inflame me 
« with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge 
« how I mult be tranſported at this mo- 
& ment!“ You flatter me too much,“ 
< ſajd Florentina; „for I am not vain 
«< enough to imagine that my qualifica- 
% tions juſtify your diſcourſe.” “ Go 


on with your compliments,” {aid the 


% father. At the ſame time, he left me 
© alone with his danghter; and taking 
< Moralez aſide, Friend,” ſaid he to 
him, © you have loſt all your baggage, 
© then; and, without doubt, your mo- 
« ney too.” “ Yes, Sir,“ anſwered my 
© comrade, a great number of banditti 
& poured upon us, near Caſtel Blazo, 


« and left us nothing but the cloaths 


on our backs; but we ſhall, in a 
«© very ſhort time, receive bills of ex- 
change, which will ſet all things to 
« rights again.” 

„ But until thoſe bills arrive,“ re- 


© plied the old man, taking a purſe out 


of his pocket, “ here are an hundred 
& piſtoles at your ſervice. . O, Sir!“ 
£ faid Moralez, “ my maſter would not 


accept them for the world. I find 
« you don't know him. Zooks! he 


«iS a man of great delicacy on theſe 
„ occafions. He is none of thoſe 
« fafhionable youngſters who are apt 
©« to take up from every body. He 


„does not love to be ib debt, and. 


« would rather beg his bread than bor— 
« row one farthing.**—*< So much the 
„ better, ſaid the honeſt cit zen; “1 
« efteem him the more on that account. 


« I cannot bear to fee young men con- 


* tract debts: I pardon it, indeed, 1n 
« people of quality, becauſe it is a pri- 
« yilege they have poſſeſſed a long time. 
10 J won't,“ continued he, © aftront thy 
« maſter; and fince it will only give 
« him pain © offer him money, we muſt 
% fay no more about it.” With theſe 
« words, he was going to put the purſe 
4% in his pocket again; bur my compa- 
4 nion held his hand, fayiag, „ Hold, 
« Sigmor M-yadas, whatever averſion 
% my maſter has to borrowing, I don't 
« deſpair of prevailing upon him to ac- 
<«« cept your hundred piſtoles. It is only 
« from ſtrangers he is ſhy of borrow- 
© ing: he is not ſo ceremonious with 


«his own family: he can even demand 
© of his father, with a good grace, what- 
* ever money he has occaſion for. 
„The young gentleman, you perceive, 
„ knvs how todiftinguith perſons, and 
© ought to look upon you, Sir, as a ſe- 
„% cond father.“ „ 

Moralez, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſecured 
* the purſe of the old man, who came 
and rejoined us; and finding his 
daughter and me engaged in mutual 
compliments, interrupted our conver- 
< fation, by telling Florentina the obli- 
* gation hg lay under to me; and, on 
that ſcore, made me profeſſions which 
© convinced me of his gratitude. Ilaid 
© hold of ſuch a favourable diſpoſition, 
c and told the citizen, that the moſt 
* ſenfible mark of acknowledgment he 
could ſhew,would be to haſten my mar- 
* riage with his daughter. He yielded, 
with a.good grace, to my impatience 
* aſſuring me, that in three days, at far- 
* theſt, I ſhould be Florentina's huſ- 
band; and that, inſtead of fix thou- 
* {and ducats, which -he had promiſed 
for her dower, he would give me ten, 
as a prof of his being deeply affected 
© with the ſervice 1 had done him. 

« Moralez and I, therefore, lived with 
© the honeſt man Jerome de Moyadas, 
«* kindiy treated, and in the agreeable 
* expectation of ten thouſand ducats, 
„with which we propoſed to make a 
ſudden decampment from Merida. 
Our joy, however, was checked by 
fear: we were apprehenſive, that in 
© leſs than three days the true ſon of 
juan Velez de Menbrilla would arrive, 
© and croſs our good fortune. 

This fear was by no means ill- 
founded: for the very next day, a 


kind of peaſant, loaded with a port- 


© manteau; came to the houſe of Floren- 
« tina's father, when I was not at home, 
* though my comrade was preſent. 
„% Sir!” ſaid the peaſant to the old man, 
I belong to a young gentleman of Ca- 
„ Hlatrava, called Signior de Menbrilla, 
«© who is to be your ſon-in-law. We 
« are iuſt arrived, and he will be here 
« preſently. I came here before, to 
« oive you notice of his approach.” 
He had fcarce ſpoke theſe words, when 
© his maſter appeared; a circumſtance 
© that ſurprized the old man very much, 

© and diſconcerted Moralez a little. 
_ + Pedro, who was a very genteel 
© young fellow, addreſſed himſelf to 
© Florentina's father; but the honeſt ei- 
« tizen did not give him time tp finiſh his 
* diſcourſe, and turning to my campa- 
nion, aſked the meaning of 
| in Met iD Then 


all this. 8 


4 jez de la Menbrilla.” 
zen believed Moralez; and, perſuad- 


—— 
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© man on earth for impudence; aſſumed 
can air of afſurance, and ſaid to the 
© old man, Sir, theſe two men be- 
4 long to the troop of thieves who rob - 


4 bed us on the highway: I. recol- 


« le& them both very well particu- 
-< larly him who has the audacity to cal! 
« himſelf the ſon of Signior. Juan Ve- 


ed that the ſtrangers were cheats, ſaid 
to them, Gentlemen, you come toc) 
late; your ſcheme is prevented: Pe- 
% dro de la Menbrilla has been in my 
« houſe ſince yeſterday.” —** Take care 
« of what you ſay,” anſwered the y ung 
man of Calatrava; © you have got 
4c an impoſtor in your family; for you 
% muſt know that Juan Velez de Men. 
% brilla has no other ſon than me.“ 
%%%, know better,“ replied the old man; 
and am not ignorant of your profeſ- 


4 fion: don't you recollect this young 


_ © man, and remember his maſter, whom 


1 you robbed ? If I was not in your | | 
© propoſal, “ you yield to difficulties, I 
| © find; very ſoon; and don't do a great 


* houſe,” ſaid Pedro, I would puniſh 
© the inſolence of that cheat, who has the 
% prefumption to call me a robber. Let 
„ him thank your preſence, that re- 


<« ſtrains my indignation.— Sir, added 


che, you are impoſed upon. I am 
the young man to whom your brother 
% Anguſtine promiſed his . niece. If 
© you deſire it, I can ſnew all the letters 


« which he wrote to my father, on the 


„ ſubject of the marraige. Will you not 
© believe it, when you ſee the picture 
« of Florentina, which he ſent to me 
« ſome time before his death?“ 
No, ſaid the old citizen, inter- 
© rupting/him; „neither the picture nor 


„the letters will convince me: I know | x | 
'| * Jerome de Moyadas coming in; ſaid to 


« very well in what manner they fell 
into your hands: and I adviſe you as 
« a friend, to be gone from Merida 
« as ſoon as you can.“ This is too 
* much, cried the young gentleman, 
© in- his turn; 4 F will not ſuffer my 
4 name to be ſtolen with impunity, nor 
©« myſelf to be treated like a highway 
% man. I know ſome people in this 
« plage, whom I will find, and return 
6% to: confound the impoſtor that has 
4 prejudiced you againſt me.“ So ſay- 
© ing; he retired with his valet, and Mo- 
© ralez remained maſter of the field: 
© nay, this adventure made Jerome de 
s Moyadas reſolve to have the marriage 
«© celebrated that very day, and he went 
cout inſtantly, to give the neceſſary or- 
ders for the occalion. , - 


Though my comrade was very welt 


. No. 78. 


The old citi- 


— 


* fied to carry on a deceit, 


« diſpoſition ſo favourable for us, he 
vas far from being perfectly at eaſe : 
© fearing the conſequence of the mea- 
© ſures which he concluded Don Pedro 


© return, plunged in profound reve- 
©rie, „What is the matter, friend?” 
ſaid I; © thou ſeemeſt in a brown 
 « fudy,” He replied, © If 1 am, it is 
% not without reaſon: and informed 
me of the whole affair; adding, Thou 
ec ſeeſt what cauſe I have to muſe. It was 
thou alone, who raſhly threw'us into 
this dilemma. 


© crowned thee with glory, Ind it ſuc- 
© ceeded : but, in all appearance, it wilt 
te end il; and it is my advice, that, 'in 
© order to prevent explanations, we im- 


{© heels, with the feather whith we have 
* plucked from the honeft man's wing.“ 
- « Mr. Moralez,” anſwered I to this 


deal of hononr to Don Matthias de 
* Cordel, and the other cavaliers with 
© whom you lived at Toledo: one Who 


, eafily alarmed; 
„ tend to walk in the, ſteps of theſe he- 
«« roes, and prove myſelf a worthy pu- 


pill, Iwill bear up againſt the obſtacle * 


ce that terriſies you, and make my ut- 


e moſt efforts to ſurmount it.“ If 


you accompliſh that,” ſaid my compa- 
nion, I will prefer you to all the 
great men in Plutarch.“ 

© Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, 


« me, ** You ſhall be my ſon-in-law: 
« this very evening: your ſervant, I 
e ſuppoſe, has told you what happened: 
© What do you think of the impudence 
&« of the rogue, who would have made 
me believe that he was the ſan. of my 
te brother's correſpondent ?—« Sig- 
% nior,” anſwered I, in a melancholy: 
© tone, and with the moſt ingenuous air 
I could affect, “I find I am not quali- 


& cerely own, that T am not the ſon of 
„Juan Velez de Menbrilla.”—* What 
« do hear?“ cried the old man, in- 
'© terrupting me with equal precipitation 
and furprize ; © how! you not the 
« young man to whom my bro« 
te ther Pr | 


* 


Then Moralez, who was ſecond to no | © pleaſed to ſee Florentina's father in a 


would certainly take, he waited forme 
with impatience, to communicate what 
had happened. Finding him, at my 


It was a ſhining en- 
| ©© terprize, I own, and would have 
„ mediately betake ourſelves to our 
„ has ſerved his apprenticeſhip under 


*< ſach able maſters, ought not to be 
As for me, who ins 


I muſt ſin- 


Sir,” faid 1, in- 
| * terrupting him in my turn, * be ſo 
ne 225 good 
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4 good as to hear me to an end. 1 


* have loved your daughter theſe eight 


ic days, during which my paſſion has de- 


© tained me at Merida; and veſterday, 
after having come to your aſſiſtance, I 
% was about to demand her in marriage; 
« when you ſtopped my mouth, by giv- 
% ing me to underſtand that ſhe was 
« deſtined for another. You told me 
« that your brother, in his laſt mo- 
t ments, conjured you to beſtow her 
« upon Pedro de la Menbrilla ; that you 
« promiſed to comply with his requeſt ; 


* « and, in ſhort, that you was a flave to 


« your word. This, information, I 


„ confeſs, overwhelmed me; and my 


e love, reduced to deſpair, inſpired me 
cc with the ſtratagem 1 put in practice. 
„ muſt tell you, however, that 1 ſe- 
« cretly upbraided myſelf with the trick 
« had put upon you; but 1 flattered my- 
« felfthat you would forgive it, when I 
4 thouid have diſcovered it, and con- 
« vinced you that I am an Italian Prince, 
& who travel incognito; and that my fa- 
% tber is.ſovereign of certain vallies, ſi- 


c tuated between the Swiſs, the Mila- 


&.neſe, and Savoy. I imagined that 
« you would be agreeably ſurprized, 
a when, I ſhould have revealed my 
« birth; and I felt all the pleaſure of a 
« delicate and paſſionate huſband, in 
« the hope of declaring it to Florentina 
& after our marriage. Heaven,” added 
I. changihg my tone, would not in- 
& dulge me in ſo. much joy ! Pedro de 
«Ja Menbrilla appears, and I muſt re- 
« ſtore him his name, how much ſoever 
« the reftitution will coſt me | You are 


engaged, by your promiſe, to chuſe 


« him tor a ſon- in- law; and it is your 
« duty to prefer him to me, without re- 
4 gard to my rank, or compaſſion for 
© the cruel ſituation to which you are 
« going to reduce me. Iwill not pre- 
4 tend. to repreſent, that your brother 
© was only the uncle of your daughter, 
4% and that you being her father, it is 
« more juſt to acquit yourſelf of the ob. 
c lization you owe me, than to make 
« jt a point of honour to keep a promiſe” 
& which is but ſlightly binding.” 

„es, d:ubtleſs, it is fo!” cried 


e Jerome de Moyadas; © therefore } 


« do not ntend to heſitate between you 
« and Don Pedro de Menbrilla. If 
% my brother Auguſtin was f}jll alive, 
<« he would not blame me for giving the 
«£ preference to a man who ſaved: my 
« life; and who is, moreover, a prince, 
« who does not diſdain to aſk my alli- 
« ance. I muſt be an enemy to my own 
© happineſs, and entirely deprived of 


| 


© Signior,” I replied, “do nothing im- 


celebration of the marriage. - But, 


% petuoutſly ; confult your intereſt on- 
«© ly; and, notwithſtanding the nobility 
© of my blood—” © Sure you jeſt 1% 
© faid he, interrupting me; © ought Ito 


«© ] moſt humbly beſeerh you to ho- 
© nour the happy Florentina with 
* your hand this very evening.“ 
« Well,” ſaid I, „ be it ſo; go carry 


„her glorious fate.” | 


© ly to tell his daughter that ſhe 
made the conqueſt of a prince, Mora 
ez, who had heard the whole conver- 
© ſation, threw himſelf on his knees 
© before me, ſaying, © Monlignior, 
the Italian prince, Ton of the ſove- 
© reign of the vallies, ſituated between 
© the Swiſs, Milaneſe, and Savoy, give 
me leave to embrace the feet of your 
© highneſs, and teſtify the exceffive joy 
I feel! Upon the faith of a knave; I 
look upon you as a prodigy } Ithought 
'«« myſelf the firſt man in the world, but 
truly 1 ſtrike to you, although you 
have leſs experience than 1. 
What! you are no longer uneaſy, I 
* hope;“ ſaid I to him. O not at 
all!“ anſwered he; 1 am no longer 
afraid of Signior Pedro; let him come 
© again as ſoon as he pleaſes.“  Mora- 


c rups, began to regulate the courſe we 
© ſhould take with the dowry ; on which 


not have thought ourſelves more ſe- 
* cure of it, had it been already 4n our' 
.* pockets, We had not, as yet, got it, 
for all that; and the cataſtrophe af 
the adventure Mid not anſwer our ex- 
[+ peCtation.* | Th 
In a little time the young man of 
Calatrava returned, accompanied by 
© two citizens and an alguazil, as formi- 
dable ou account of his | whiſkers and 
ſwarthy complexion, as of his employ- 
© ment. Plorentina's father being pre- 
* ſent, “ Signior de Moyadas, ſaid 
Pedro to him, „I have brought hi- 


know me, and can tell you who I am.“ 
Ves, ſure,” cried the alguazil, « I 


it may concern, that I know you. 
« Your name is Pedro, and you are the 
only ſon of Juan Velezde la Menbrit-' 


© my underſtanding, if 1 did not give 
« you my daughter, and even preſsthe- 


«© heſitate one moment! No, my Prince, 


the news yourſelf, and inform her of 


While the honeſt citizen flew 1%, a 
d 


lez and I being now firm in the ſtir- 


we depended ſo much, that we could 


ther three creditable. people, wha+ 


e can tell you; and I certify to all whom 


la: whoever maintains the contrary 
«is an impoſtor.“ “ L believe you, 


Ne 


% 4 


N 


* ＋⏑˖ t — — — 


« Mr. Alguazil,” ſaid the honeſt man 
Jerome de Moyadas; ** your evidence 
© is ſacred with me, as well as that of 
„% the gentlemen merchants who are 
* along with you. I am fully convinc- 
ce ed that the-yunng (cavalier who con- 
« ducted you hither, is the only ſon of 
% my brother's correſpondent : but that 
„does not ſignify, I am no longer in 
% mind to give him my daughter.” 
- [<< Qho1- that's another affair,“ ſaid 
© the alguazil; I came hither only to 
4% affuire you that I know this young 
man. Youare maſter of your child, 
s and nobody can compel you to part 
* with her againſt your inclination.” 
“ Nor do I intend,” faid Pedro, in- 
© terrupting' him, to offer violence 
to the+ inclination of Signior de 
„% Moyadas; but he will give me leave 
* to aſk why he has changed his ſen- 


* timents, or if he has any cauſe to 


„complain of me? Let me be aſſured, 
„ at leaſt, that I have not loſt the ſweet 
«hope of being his ſon-in- law by my 


* own miſbehaviour.” — ©* | have no 
** Eauſe to complain of you,” replied. 


© the old man; * and will even own, 
be that it is with regret I ſee myſelf un- 
der a neceſſity of breaking my word, 


for which I conjure you to forgive 


*© me. I am pertuaded, that you are 
*© too generous to take it amiſs, that 1 
« prefer to you a rival who has ſaved 
*« my life. 


the perſon who reſcued me from the 


% moſt imminent danger ; and that my 
* excitfe may have ſtill more force, I. 


% muſt . inform you that he is no leſs 
* than an Italian prince.” 

At thefe laſt words, Pedro became 
mute and confounded ; the two mer- 
# chants ſtared with the utmoſt {| urprize; 


but the alguazil, accuſtomed to look. 


upon the worſt ſide of every thing, 
ſuſpected this wonderful adventure to 
de a trick that might turn out to his 
advantage: he eyed me very atten- 
* tively, and his good-will being baffled 
by my features, which were utterly 
unknown to him, he examined my 


* comrade with the ſame attention Un- 


© luckily for my highneſs, he recollected 
« Maralez, and remembering to have 
« ſeen. him in the priſon f Ciudad Real, 
„ Ah, ha!” crie 
© our cuſtomers ;.I remember this gen- 
„ tleman, who, I affure you, is one 
% of the molt perfect ſharpers within 
« the kingdoms and 
“ Spain.” — ** Softly, | 
* ſaid Jerome de Moyadas; the young 


1 


Here he is,“ purſued he, 
* ſhewing me to the company; this is 


he, « here js one of 


rincipalities of 
r. Alguazil,“ 


| 
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| © man, whom vou paint ſo diſadvanta- 
4 geouſly, is the domeſtick of prince.“ 


* very well,” replied the alguazil ; 
«« I know enough to form my reſolution 
„ accordingly,: and judge of the maſter 


* by the man. I dea't doubt that theſe 
e pallants are two cheats, who have 
I know.. 
„how to manage in ſuch caſes; and to 


* agreed to. ĩmpoſe upon you. 


et you fee that theſe wits are adven- 
„ turers, I will carry them inſtantly to 
% gaol, I intend to introduce them to 
© a private converſation with Monſieur 
„ the Corregidor; after which they 
« will feel that whipping is not yet out 


« of faſhion.” Hold there, maſtet 


officer, replied the old man; don't 
jet us puſh matters fo fur: peiple of 


« your profeſſion are not afraid of giv- . 


ing pain to a worthy man. May not 
* this valet be a rogue, and his maſter 
© a man of honour ! Is it a new thing, 
<« to ſee ſharpers in the ſervice of prin- 
© ces ?''—* You joke, with your prin- 


ces,“ ſaid the alguazil; * this young 


„fellow is a knight of the poſt, you 
&© may depend upon it; and I arreſt him 
«© and his cumrade in the king's name. 
% have twenty ſoldiers at the door, 
©« who ſhall drag them to priſon, if.they 


© refuſe to go+ with a good grace,— 


++ Come, my prince,” addreſling him- 
* felf to me, let us march.“ ; 


I was thunderſtruck at theſe words; 
«© as well as Moralez, and our concern 


© rendered us ſuſpected to Jerome de 
© Moyadas, or rather convinced him that 
© we actually had a deſign to defraud 
him. On this occaſion, however, he 
© behaved like à gallant man; faying to 


| © the alguazil, © Maſter officer. perhaps 


% your ſuſpicions are falſe, and-perhaps 
4e they are but too true. But be it as 


it will, let us dive no tarther into 


« the affair; ler theſe two voung cava” 


<< liers retire whereſoever they pleaſe to 


« go, and 1 beg you will not oppoſe 
« their retreat: it is a favour Þ atk, in 


order to acquit myſelf of the obliga- - 


«tion I owe to them — “ Were 1 
« ſtrictly to do my duty,” anſwered the 
* guazil, „ ſhould impiiſon theſe 
„ gentlemen, without having any re- 
e gard to your entreaty: but, for your 


„ fake, I will relax à little, provided 
te that they quit the town this inſtant; 


far if I meet them to. morrow, egad 
« they thall lee what will become of 
them.“ 5 : 


When Moralez and 1 underſtood 8 


© that we were free, we recollected our- 


© felves a httle, endeavoured to talk 
| © boldly, and affirm that we wort per- 
RO 6 1s 


«ſons 
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© ſons of honour ; but the alguazil ſi- 
* lenced us with a fierce look; and I 


© don't know how thefe people have an 
* aſcendant over us. We were obliged, 
© therefore, to abandon Florentina and 
© her portion to Pedro de la Menbrilla, 
* who doubtleſs became the ſon-in-law 
* of Jerome de Moyadas, and retire with 
L all feed, taking the road to Truxillo, 
with the conſolation of having, at leaſt, 
got an hundred piſtoles by the adven- 
* ture. About an hour before night, 


SF paſſing by a little village, with a refo- 


* lution of going farther before we 


5 ſhould halt, we perceived an inn of a 
£ preity good appcarance for that place, 
and the Jandlord with his wife fitting on 
long ſtones at the door. The huſband, 
© a tall, meagre, old fellow, thru: med 
upon a wretched guittar, for the di- 
t verſion of his wife who ſeemed to 
© liſten with pleaſure. * Gentlemen,” 
* cried the landiord, when he ſaw we 
© did not {igp, © 1 adviſe you to halt at 
F* this place: you won't find a village 
*« within three weary leagues of this; 


«and even there, I aſſure you, you 


We ſuffered curſelves to be perſuaded, 


\ 


£. won't be ſo well ſerved as here; take 
« my word for it, and walk into my 


„ houſe, Where I will entertain you 


«© handſomely, at a reaſonable rate.“ 


£ and approaching the man and his wife, 
© bid them good even; and having ſeat- 
ed ourſelves by them, began all four 
£ to talk of indifferent ſubjects. The 
t landlord ſaid, he was an officer of the 
Holy Brotherhood; and his wife was 
s a fat merry dame, who ſeemed to un- 
s derſtand very well how to vend her 
s commodities. 

© Our. converſation was interrupted 
* by the arrival of twelve or fiftcen ca- 
4 valiers, ſome mounted cn mules, and 
« ſome a horſe back, followed by thir- 


* tv baggage moyls loaded with bales. 


Ahl -what a number of princes !” 
« cried the landlord, at fight of ſo many 
people; where ſhall I fins ludping 
# for them all ??? In a moment the vil- 


£ lage was crouded with men and beaſts. 


There was luckily, near the iun, a vaſt 
* barn, in which ihe moyls and the bag- 
gage were diſpoſed: the mules and 
* horſes belonging to the cayaliers were 
s pur in other places; and as for the 
men, they did not concern themfelves 
5 ſo much about finding beds, as in be- 


£ ſpeaking a good ſupper. The land- 


lord, his wife, and a young maid- fer- 
£ vant belonging to the houſe, were not 
idle; they flaughtered all the poultry 
in their yard, which, joined to ſome 


© ragouts made of rabbits and cats, and 
* a pleptiful diſh of ſoup, compoſed of 


© caulilowers and mutton, furniſhed” 


entertainment enough for the whole 
A 1 „„ 
Moralez and 1 looked at the cava- 
© liers, who from time to time eyed us 
alſo. At laſt we entered into conver- 
«* ſation, and told them, that if it was 
* agreeable we would ſup in company. 
© 'They afſure:i us, that we could not do 


them a greater pleaſure: ſo we ſat 


* down all together at table. There 
was one among them who ſeemed to 
© be the chief, and for whom the reſt, 
* though otherwiſe very familiar, did 
not fail to ſhew ſome deference: it is 
true, indeed, he kept the upper end, 
* talked in an elevated tone of voice, 
© and even contradicted, ſometimes, in 
© a Cavalier manner, the ſentiments of 
© the reſt; who, far trom replying in 
the ſame manner to him, ſeemed to 


«© reſpeEt his opinions. The. diſcourſe | 
© falling, by accident, on Andaluſia, 


* and Moralez taking it into his head 
* to praiſe Seville, this man ſaid to him, 
“ Signior cavalier, you are making the 


« elogium of the city where I firſt drew 


% breath; or, at Jeaſt, I was born in 
« jt's neighbourhood, ſince the town of 
« Meyrena gave me to the world.“ 
« I can ſay the ſame thing,” anſwer- 
© ed my companion; © I was likewiſe 
« born at Meyrena, and I muſt certainly 
„know your parents: prav, whoſe ſon 
«care you!“, I am,” ſaid the ca- 
© yalier, ** the ſon of an honeſt notary, 
„called Martin Moralez.” — ** Upon 
« my faith!“ cried my comrade, with 
* emotion, “the adventure is extremely 
„ ſingular : you are then my eldeſt bro- 
de ther, Manuel Moralez.“— The very 
©« {ame,”” ſaid the other; “ and you are, 
« | ſuppole, my younger brother, Lewis, 
« whom J left in the cradle, when 1 
« quilted my father's houſe ??'— That 
«is my name, indeed !” - replied my 


* comrade. Upon which they both 40 | 
t 


© up, and eribraced one another wi 

great atieftion. Then Signior Manuel 
aid tv the company, Gentlemen, 
„ this event is altogether marvellous! 
„ have, by accident, met and diſco- 
« yered a brother, whom I have not 
« ſeen theſe twenty years and more: 
« allow me to preſent him to the com- 
„% pany,” 


© themſelves ſtanding out of complai- 
* ſance, ſaluted the young Moralez, and 
© loaded him with carefſes. Afterwards, 
we fat down again at table, where we 
remained all night, without going _ 

1 


All the cavaliers, who kept 


— 
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bed; the two brothers fitting by one 
© another, and converſing by themſelves 
* about their family, while, the other 
' © gueſis drank and made merry. 
Lewis, after a long converſation. 
© with Manuel, taking me alide, ſaid, 
« All theſe cavaliers are domeſticks of 
£ the. Count de Montanos, whom the 
king has lately named for viceroy of 
& Majorca. They are conducting their 
„ maſter's equipage to Alicant, where 
d they are to embark. My. brother, 
« who is become ſteward to that noble - 
6 man, has propoſed to carry me along 
"« with him; and, on account of the 
«© reluctance I,expreſlſed in leaving you, 
« told me, that if you would accompany. 
% ns, he would procure for you a good 
„ employment. Dear friend, added he, 
„ adviſe thee not to diſdain the offer; 
« let us go together to the iſland of 
„Majorca: if we find it agreeable, we 
Will ſtay there; and if we ſhall be diſ- 
« pleated with our ſituation, we will re- 
« turn to Spain,” | | ; 
II willingly embraced the dee 
© young Moralez and I joined the count's 
4 officers, and ſet out with them from 
< the inn before day. Having, by long 
* marches, gained the city of Alicant, 1 
© bought a guittar, and took off a hand- 
* ſome {uit of cloaths, before our em- 
+4 barkation, thinking of nothing but the 
£ ifland of Majorca; and Lewis Mora- 
© lez was in the ſame fituation, We 
© ſeemed to have renounced ſharping 
© altogether. To tell you the truth, 
we had a mind to paſs for perſons of 
© honour, among the.cavaliers in whoſe 
© company we were; and that kept a 
check upon our, geniuſes. At laſt we 
. © went merrily on board, flattering our- 
< ſelves with the hopes of being at Ma- 
4 jorca in a very little time; but ſcarce 
£ had we cleared the Gulph of Alicant, 
© when a terrible tempeſt aroſe. I might, | 
© in this place of my relation, take an 
opportunity to make a fine deſcription 
of the ſtorm; to paint the air all on 
© fire, to make the thunder roar, the 
.* winds whiſtle, the mountain billows 
roll, &c. But all theſe flowers of rhe- 
'* torick apart, I aſſure you, the hurri - 
cane was violent, and obliged us to 
bear away for the point of the iſland 
of Cabrera, a deſart iſle, in which 
there is a litile fort, at that time gar- 
* rifoned by an officer and five or ſix 
.* ſoldiers, who gave us a very hoſpita- 
ble reception. 5 1 5 
As we were obliged to ſtay there 
« ſeveral days, in order to repair our 


+. ++ 


ails and tackle, we invented different 


kinds of amuſements, to paſs the time 


Cagreeably, Each followed his own 
«£ inclination: ſome played at primero, 
others ſought different diverſions, and 
„J went to walk through the iſland, 
* accompanied by thoſe who loved ſuch 
© exerciſe. We ſkipt from rock to rock; 
* for the ground was very uneven, full 
© of ſtones, and very dencient in good 
« ſoil. One day, while we conlidered 
* theſe parched, withered places, and 
© admired the caprice of Nature, that 
* ſhews herſelf fruitful or barren as ſhe _ 
© pleaſes, our noſes were invaded, all of 
© a ſudden, with a moſt agreeable ſmell. 
We immediately turned tothe eaſtward, 
from whence that odour came, and 
« perceived with 'aſtoniſhment, among 
© the rocks, a large, rdund, green ſpot, 


© ſurrounded with honey-ſuckles, even - 


© more beautiful and ſweet- ſcented than 
© thoſe that grow in Andaluſia, We ap- 
« proached, with pleaſure, thoſe charm- 
ing ſhrubs, which pertumed the air all 


{| © round, and found that they bordered 


* upon the entry of a very deep cavern, 
which being large and light, we de- 
* {cended to the bottom of it, turning 
6 by ſteps. of ſtone, the ends of which 
were adorned with flowers, the whole 
forming a natural winding ſtair-caſe. 
© When we had got down, we ſaw ſeve- 
ral little rills of water, which derived 
their ſources from drops that inceſ- 
«© fantly diſtilled from the rocks within, 


1 © creeping along ſand more yellow than 


© vold, and loſing themſelves in the 
© earth. The water ſe med 'ſo pure, that 
© we were tempted to drink, and found 
it ſo freſh, that we reſolved to return 
© next day to the ſame place, with ſome 
© buttles of wine, perſuaded that we 
© ſhould empty them with valt pleaſure. 
© It was with regret we quitted ſuch 
© an agreeable place; and when we went 
© back to the fort, we did not fail to 
© boaſt of our diſcovery: but the com- 
© mandant - cautioned us, as a friend, 
© againſt returning to the cavern, with 
© which we were ſo much charmed. 
« For what?” ſaid I to him: Is there 
any thing to fear?“ —““ Yes, without 
« doubt,“ he replied ; © the corſairs of 
««*Algiers and Tripoli ſometimes land 
* on this: iſle, to water at that ſpring 3 
„and one day ſurprized two ſoldiers of 
« my garriſon, whom they made ſlaves.“ 
© It was in vain for the officer to tell us 
this with d very ſerious air; he could 
* nor perſuade us, for we 'believed that 


| © he jeſted: ind next day I returned to 


the cavern, with three more of my 
* companions, without providing our- 
| . © ſelves 
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and converting pleaiarntly together, we 


_ 


for neglecting the caution of the ofticer 
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4 felves with fire- arms, to ſhew that we 
* dreaded: nothing. Young Moraler | 
© would not be of the party chuſing ra- 
ther to ſtay with his brother, and ploy | 
in ost. 

Having deſcended, as the day be. | 
© fore, to the bottom 'of «the cave, we 
cooled ſome bottles of wine that we 
* had brought along with us, in the 
© rivulets: and while we drank them 
© deliciouſly, playing on the guitttar, | 


5 ſaw {everal men appear at the mouth 
of the cavern above, with large whiſk- 
©ers, turbans, and Turkiſh dreſs. We 
© imagined that it was a part of the 
* count's domeſticks, with the com- 
* mandant of the fort, who had thus dil. 
gui ſed themſelves, in order to frighten | 
*us; and, prepollefſed'with this fancy, 
began to laugh, letting no leis than ten 
* of them come down, without thipk- | 
© ing of defending ourſelves. We were, 
© however, ſoon undeceived in a melan- 
© choly manner, and convinced that it 
© was a corſair, who came with his 
© people to carry us off. Surrender, 
«« you dogs,” he cried, in the Caſtilian ; 
© tongue, or you thail all be put to 
*« the ſword!” At the ſame time, his 
© followers preſented their carbines to 
* us, and we ſhould have undergone a 
fine diſcharge, had we made the leaſt 
« reliſtance. We preferred flavery to 
© death, and gave our ſwords to the pi- 
* rate; who ordered us to be loaded 
© with chains, and conducted to his veſ- 
© fel, which was not far off: then ſetting 
« ſail, he ſteered with a fair wind to- 
C wards Algiers. 
© In this manner were we puniſhed |: 


« of the garriion, The firſt thing that 
© the corlair did, was to rifle us of all 
the money we had. What a fine wiud- 
„fal for him! the two hundred piſtoles 
* taken frum the young citizens of Pla- 
*centia, the hundred which Moralez 
had received from Jerome de Moya- 
das, and which unluckily 1 had about 
© me, were all ſwegt away without mer- 
©cy. My companions had all their 
« purſes well furnithed. In ſhort, it was 
© an excellent prize. The pirate was 
© rejoiced at his good luck; and tue 
£ raſcal, not fatisficed with the plunder, © 
6 iaiulte d us with his raillery, which we 
© did not feel half fo much as the neceſ- 
© lity that compelied us to bear it. Af. 


ter a thouſand jokes, he araared the 


bottles of wine which ve had cooled 
* at the fountain, and which his people 
© had taken care to ſeize, to be brought 
to him, and began to empty them with 


his crew, drinking to our health by 


way of deriſion. 
During this conjuncture, the coun- 
* tenances of my comrades expreſſed the 
pain they felt; and their ſlavery mor- 
« tified them the more, becauſe they 
© had formed the moſt delightful idea of 


their vovage to the Hand of Majorca, 


* where they had laid their account with 


© leading a moſt delicious life. As for 


me, 1 had fortitude enough to project 
a plan of conduct for myſelf ; and, leſs 
* atraid than my fellows, entered. into 
* converſation with the railer, and even 
returned his jokes with a good grace. 
© Pleaſed with my behaviour, Voun 


„man,“ ſaid he,“ L like thy diſpotition; 


** tor, in the main, inſtead of bghing 
and groaning, it is better for one to * 
* arm himſelf with patience, and fail 
« with the ſtream! Play to us a ſmall 
air,“ added he, obſerving that I had 


aà guittar; „let us ſee what thou canft 


« do.” 1 obeyed him as ſoon as he had 
* ordered my arms to be unchained, 'and 
* began to thrum upon my guittar in. 
ſuch a manner as acquired his applauſe. 
] had, indeed, learned under the beft 
© maſier in Madrid, and played on that 
inſtrument pretty well. 1 ſung like. 
*wiſe, and my voice gave no leſs fatis- 
faction. All the Turks in the veſſel ex- 
* pretied the pleaſure they felt in hear- 
ing me, by geſtures of admiration: a 
* circumſtance trom which I concluded, 
© that their taſte for mulick was not ex- | 
e tremely delicate. The pirate whiſper- 
ed o me, that I ſhould not be an un- 
happy ſlave; and that one of my ta- 
© jents might depend upon an employ- 
ment that would make my captivity 


© very ſupportable, 


felt ſome joys at theſe words; 
© but, flattering as they were, 1 had 
$ abundauee of uneaſineſs on the ſcore 
« of this occupation, with the promife 
© of which the corſair regaled me. 
When we arrived at the port of Al- 
« viers ®, we law a great number of 
people aſſembled to receive us; who, 
* as ſoon as we were landed, ſnouted 
« with joy: beſides, the air reſoundetl 
«© with the cuntuſed noiſe of trumpets, 
Moi eſco flutes, and other inſtruments 
© uſed in that country, which formed a 
« ſymphony. more loud than agreeable. 


* Alziers, the capital of the kingdom of the ſame . is a a city on = ou of Barbary : 


A by the Moors. 


c The 


Was, a 
through 


be eauſe of theſe rejoicin 
* falſe report which had fprea: 

© the city, importing, that the renegado 
Mehemet, (this was our pirate's name) 
© had periſhed, in attacking a large Ge- 


"6 -noeſe veſſel : 


© their expreſlions of joy. 

We had no ſooner ſet foot on ſhore; 
© than I and my companions were con- 

« dutted to the palace of Dey Solyman, 

_ © where a Chriſtian ſecretary, examining 

© us one by one, aſked our names, ages, 


© country, religion, and qualifications. 


Then Mehemet, fhewing me to the 
© dey, extolled' my voice, and aſfured 
© him, that I played raviſhingly on the 
guitar. 


© ſervice : accordingly, I was detained 
*:in his ſeraglio, while the other eaptives 
were led into a public place, and fold, 

Daccordiag to cuſtom. What Mehemet 
© had foretold to me in the veſſel,” came 
© to paſs. My condition was very happy; a 
© far from being abandoned to'gaolers, 
or employed in laborious work, I was, 

by order of Solyman,"diſpoſed'of in a 
particular place, with five or fix ſfaves 
of quality, who expected every moment 
* to be redeemed, and whole taſks were 
© far: from being painful. My baſineſs 
was to water the orange trees and flow- 
<ers in the garden, and 1 could not 


© have been favoured with à more agree- 


© able occupation. 

© 'Soly man was a man about wry years 

of age; well ſnaped; very polite ; and, 

© for a Turk, mighty galant. His chief 
favourite was a Cachemirian woman , 
„who, dy her underſtanding and beau- 
ty, had: acquired an abſolute dominion 
© over him. He loved her even to ado- 
© ration, and treated her every day with 
« ſome entertainment or other; ſome- 
© times with a concert of vocal and in- 
6 ſtrumental muſick, and ſometimes with 
a comedy in the Turkiſh taſte; that is 
„to ſay, à dramatick poem, in which 
«© modeſty and decorum were as little re- 
„ garded as the rules of Ariſtetle. The 


« favourite, whoſe name was Farrukh- 


© naz, uns paſſionately fond of theſe di- 
verſions, and even made her women 
© ſometimes repreſent Arabian pieces 
before the dey; wherein ſhe herſelf 
© played a part, and charmed all the 
ſpectators by the grace and vivacity of 
her action. I being one: day among 
the mulicians, at a reheolenration of 
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this kind, Solyman ordered me to play 


ſo that all his friends, in- b 
formed of his return, were cager in 


This was enough” to deter- 
c mine Solyman to chuſe me for his own 


© ingly, about eight in the morning. and 


upon 'the guittar, and (ing alone be- 
tween the acts. 1 had the good for- 
tune to pleaſe, was very much ap- 
lauded, and the favourite ſeemed to 
eck upon me with à favourable eye. 
The very next day, while I was bu- 
© fied in watering the be ap in 
the garden, an eunuch paſſing by me, 
< without ſtopping or ſpeaking one word, 
dropped a billet at my feet: I took ie 
rup in a confuſion made up of fear and 
©joy: I lay down upon the round, 


that I might not be ſeen from the win- 


©dows of the ſeraglio: and, conceali 

«, myſelf behind the boxes in which the 
vorange- trees were planted, opened the 
„letter, in which K found a pretty calu- 
able diamond, and thefe words 1 in 228 


© Caftthan. i 


: «© YOUNG- Chriſtian, * Heaven 
« for. thy.-captivity. Love and fortune 
© wilt, make thee; happy; love, if, thou 
gart ſenſihle to the charms of à beauti- 


40 ful woman; and fortune, if thou haſt 
courage to deſpiſe the greateſt danger. 


did not in the feaſt doubt that the 


[ letter came from the favourite Sultana ; 


© the [ſtyle and diamond perſuaded me 
„that ſhe muſt have been the author. 
Beſides that I am not naturally ver 


He timorous, the vanity of being in the 


bod graces of a grand fignior's miſ- 
©treſs; and, more than that, the ho 


© of getting from her four times as much 


money as would be neceſſary for my 


"ranſom, made me form- the defign of 


©atchieving that adventure, whatever 
© dangers'might attend it. 
© ry work, muſing upon the means of 


entering the apartment of Farrukhnaz, 


or rarher expecting that ſhe would pave 
the way; tor 1 concluded that ſhe 
would not ſtop here, but at leaſt be at 
© more than half the trouble. 
* miſtaken: the ſame eunuch that paſſe 

me before, repaſſed an hour after, and, 
© ſaid, “ Chriſtian, haſt thou conſidered ; 
© and wilt thou have the boldneſs to 


© follow me?” I anſwered, „Ves.“ He 


© replied, { Very well: Heaven preſerve 
6 thee! Thou ſhalt. fee me again to- 
% morrow morning.” So faying, he re- 


© tired. Next day he appeared accord.” 


b 
© beckoned me to him. I obeyed the 
©lignal, and he conducted me into 
hall, where there was a large piece * 
linen, which another eunuch and he 


+ Caches is a country under the dominion wn 58 TR es and remareabl for the 
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© had brought thither, and which they 
© were. to carry to the Sultana, for the 
© decoration of an Arabian piece, that 


© ſhe was preparing for the entertain- 


ment of the dey. TE, 

© The two eunuchs, having ſpread out 
£ the cloth, laid me along within; it; 
© and, at the hazard of my being ſuffo- 
© cated, rolled it up again with me in 
© the middle; then, each taking one end 
C of it, carried me thus, unqueſtioned, 
© into the bed-chamber of the fair Ca- 


© chemirian, who had nobody with her | 


© but an old flave devoted to her plea- 
© ſure. When the two unrolled the 
© cloth, Farrukhnaz, at fight of me, 
© broke out into tranſports of joy, that 
© well diſcovered the genius of women in 
© that country. Bold as I naturally was, 
© I could not ſee myſelf tranſported, all 
© of a ſudden, into the ſecret apartment 
© of the women, without being ſeized 
© with fear. The lady eaſily perceived 
it; and, in order to diſſipate my appre- 
henſion, ſaid, * Young man, fear no- 
« thing; Solyman is gone to his coun- 
« try-houſe, where he will remain all 
, day, fo that we may converſe together 
« freely.” | | 25 
Encouraged by theſe words, I aſ- 
< ſumed a look that redoubled the fa- 
« yourite's joy. © I am pleaſed with 
« your perſon,” ſaid ſhe ; und intend 


« to ſoften the rigour of your flavery : 


« 1 believe you worthy of the ſentiments 
« I have conceived for you; for though 
< you are in the dreſs of a flave, you 
t have a noble and gallant air, that 
« ſhews you are not of the vulgar. Speak 
« freely, and tell me who you are. I 
< know that captives of a noble birth 
« diſguiſe their rank, that they way þe 
« redeemed at an eaſier rate; but you 
« have no occaſion to behave in that 
« manner with me, I ſhould even be 


« affronted at ſuch a precaution, ſince I' 


a promile to ſet you at liberty. Be ſin- 


« cere, therefore, and confeſs that you. 
4 are a young man of a good family.“ 


« Truly, Madam,” I replied, it would 
« be ingratitude jn me to repay your ge- 
« nerotity with diſſimulation; and ſince 
« you abſolutely charge me to reveal 
« my quality, you muſt be ſatisfied. I 
« am the ſon of a Spaniſh grandee.” 
Perhaps I ſpoke truth; at leaſt, the ſul- 
« tana believed it; and, pleaſed that ſhe 


Chad thrown her eyes upon a gentle. 
© man of importance, atſured me that it 
. © ſhould not be her fault if we did not 
4 ſee ane another often in private. We 


had a pretty long converſation, and I 
never faw a more engaging woman: 


* the underſtood ſeveral languages, efpe- 
« cially the | Chſtilian, which the ſpoke 
| © pretty well. When ſhe judged it time 
for us to part, I went, by her order, 
into an ofier baſket, covered with a 
| © flowered ſilk, the work of her own 
hand. Then the two flaves, who 
brought me in, were called, and car- 
| © ried me out as a preſent from the fa- 
_ © vourite. to the dey; a thing ſacred 
from all the men who are intruſted 
with the guard of the women. 
* Farrukhnaz and I found other means 
© of ſeeing one another; and that amia- 
© ble captive inſpired me with almoſt as 
much love for her as ſhe entertained 
© for me. Our intelligence remained 
© ſecret during two months; although 
it is very difficult in a ſeraglio to con- 
© ceal the myſteries of love ſo long from 
the Argus's that watch it. But an 
© unlucky accident diſconcerted our 
© ſmall affairs, and my fortune was en- 
* tirely changed. One day, when 1 had 
© been introduced to the ſultana, in the 
body of an artificial dragon, that was 
made for a ſhow,- and was converſin 
„with her, Solyman, who J net 
was buſied in the country, interrupted: 
© us, and entered fo haſtily into the 
apartment of his favourite, that the 
old ſlave had ſcarce time to advertiſe 
© us of his arrival; conſequently, I had 
© no leiſure to conceal myſelf, and there- 
fore was the firſt object that preſented 
« itſelf to the view of the dey. + + 
_ © He ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the ſight of 
© me, and his eyes kindled with fury. 
I looked upon myſelf as one that 
touched his laſt moments, and already 
© imagined mylelf under the torture. 
«© As tor Farrukhnaz, I perceived that 
« ſhe was terrified indeed; but inſtead: 
© of owning her crime, and aſking par- 
don, ſhe ſaid to Solyman, Signior, 
© before you pronounce. my ſentence, 
e deign to hear my defence: appear- 
„ ances, doubtleſs, condemn me, and I 
* ſeem to have committed a piece of 
e trealon worthy of the moſt horrible 
« chaſtiſement. I have brought this 
« young captive hither ; and in order to 
introduce him into my apartment, 
© have uſed the ſame artifice which I 
would have employed if I had enter- 
© tained a violent paſſion for him. 
« Nevertheleſs, I take our holy prophet 
to witneſs, that, notwithſtanding this 
te conduct, Iam not unfaithful; I had 
«« a mind to converſe with this Chriſtian 
& (lave, in order to detach him from 
« his ſect, and engage him to follow 


that of the believers. I have found 
«in - 


of ſpirlt, affecte | 
. © which I faw a woman whom I loved, 


_ ©aſfion! 
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*jn him ſuch a reſiſtance as I expected; 


bit, however, I have conguered his 
. prejudice, and he has promiſed to 


embrace Mahometaniſm.” 


4x," I own, I ought t have contradicted 


the favourite, without any regard to 


was; but being in the utmoſt dejection 
d with the danger in 


c and trembling for myſelf, I remained 


s the dangerous conjuntture in which I | 


© ſpeechleſs and confuſed : I could not 


© utter one word; and the dey, per- 
© ſuaded by my ſilence that his miſtrefs 
* faid nothing but the truth, was ap- 
©pealcd. & Madam,” ſaid he, © I am 
«willing to beheve that you have. not 


«© injured me, and that a deſire of doing. 


« a thing agreeable to the prophet, has 


«engaged you to hazard ſuch a delicate. 


„% action. 1 forgive your imprudence, 
„therefore, provided that this captive 
« takes the turban immediately.“ He 
© ſent for a Marabou * that inſtant, I 


* was cloathed with a Turkiſh drefs, and 


© did all that was required; without hav- 
© ing power to reſiſt : or rather, I was 


ignorant of what 1 did, ſo much were 
my ſenſes diſordered. 


my fe How many 
« Chriftians are there, who would have 
© been as baſe as I was, on ſuch an oc- 

After the ceremony, I quitted the 
©feraglin, under the name of Sidy 
* Hali, to exerciſe a ſmall employment 
© beſtowed - upon me by Solyman. I 


A never faw the Sulzana again; but one 
of her eunuchs coming to me one day, 
brought from her a preſent of jewels 


« worth two thouſand ſultanins of gold, 
* with a billet, in which the lady aſſured 


me, that ſhe would never forget my. 


« xenerous complaiſance, in ſuffering 
* myſelf- to be made a Mahometan, in 
order to ſave her life. Truly, beſides 
© the preſents I received from Farrukh- 
© naz, Iobtained, through her canal, an 
employment more conſiderable than 


the firlt, and in lefs than ſeven yeavs,. 


became one of the-richeſt renegadoès 


in the city of Algiers. | 5 
*You may well believe, that if T aſ- 


* ſiſted at the prayers which the muſſul- 


men put up in their moſques, and ful- 
i filled the other duties of their religfon, 


it was only out of pure grimace. I 
.* preſerved a determined refulntion to 
© re-enter into the boſom of the church; 


© and for that purpoſe, to withdraw one 
day into Spain or Italy, with the 


| 
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«riches which 1 ſhould amaſs. " In the 
mean time, I lived very agreeably, 


: gardens, a great number of ſlaves, an 


Though the uſe of wine is forbid in 
that country to Mahometans, . they 
© don't fail, for the moſt part, to drink 
it in private, As for. my own part, L 
Teak: it without ceremony, as almoſt 
all renegadoes do. I remember I had 
two rompanions. with whom 1 often 
committed a debauch within the night. 


© fo that I lived with them in the great- 
« eſt familiarity. One evening, I in- 
* vited them to ſupper, and a dog, of 
* which T was paſſionately fond, having 
© died that day, we bathed his body, 
© and buried it with all the ceremony 
© that is obſerved at the funeral of the 
« Mahometans. In fo doing, we. had 
© no intention fo. ridicule. the muſſul- 
man religion; but only to amuſe our- 


ſelves, and gratify a fooliſh whim that 
| © ſeized us in the middle of our debauch, 
to render the laſt duties to my dog. 


This action, however, had well 
* nigh ruined me. Next day, a man 
came to my houſe, and faid, *:* Signior 
« Sidy' Hali, T am come-hither on an 
« ;3mportant affair. The cadi f want 


„f ſpeak with you; take the trouble, 
„if you pleaſe, to go to his houſe im- 


© mediately: an Arabian merchant, 
« who fupped with you Jaft night, has 
«informed him of a certain impiety 
„ committed by you, with regard to a 
« dog which you buried. For this rea- 
% ſon I ſummon you to appear this day 
te before that judge, otherwife I give 
0 you notice that you willi be proceeded 
“e againſt in a criminal manner.“ 80 
« ſaying, he went away, leaving me 
e thunger-ſtrnck with this citation. The 
« Arabian had no cauſe to complain of 
© me, and I could not comprehend the 
<* traitor's reaſon for playing me this 
trick. Nevertheleſs, the thing was 
© not to be neglected. I knew the cadi 
© was a man ſevere in appearance, but 
not at all ſcrupulous at bottom; ſo Þ 


| © put two hundred ſultanins of gold in 


my purſe, and repaired" to his houſe. 
© He carried me into his eloſet, and 
© ſaid, with a ſtern look, « You are an 


© man! you have interred a dog like a 


by Marabous, are Mahometan priefts. 


- 


* 


1 The cadi, is the evil magiſtrate in every town Turkey. 5 . 
. l - 3 8 | | | 


U 


| 5 


vas lodged in a fine houſe, had ſuperh | 


„ ;mpious, ſacrilegious, and abominable 


eee what horrid proitatn 


very handſome women in my ſeraglio- 


One was afew, the other an Arabian, 
and both, as I imagined, honeſt men; 
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* Is it thus, then, you regard our moſt 
* facred ceremonies? and did you be- 
* come a Mahometan only to make a 
46 jeſt of our worſhip ??—*« Mr. Cadi,” 
© I replied, © the Arabian who has made 
* ſuch a malicious report of me, that 
4 falſe friend, is an. accomplice of my 
- © crime—if it be a crime to grant the 
% honours of burial to a faithful domeſ- 
© tick; an animal that poſſeſſed a thou- 
* ſand good qualities. He loved people 
aof merit and diſtinction ſo much, that 


1 even in his laſt moments, as a teſti- 


*© mony of his regard, he has left them 
«his whole fortune, by a will of which 
« Tam the ſole executor. He bequeaths 
% twenty crowns to one, thirty to ano- 
* ther, and, Sir, he has not forgot 


*« you ;* added I, taking out my purſe ; ] 


« here are two hundred ſultanins of 
* gold which he charged. me to. give 
«© you.” The cadi, loſing his gravity 
at this diſcourſe, could not help 
* laughing; and, as we were alone, 
© took the purſe without ceremony, 
* faying, while he diſmiſſed me, . Go, 
'& Signior Sidy Hali z you have done 
. « well, to inter a dog who had ſo much 
c conſideration for perſons of worth!“ 

« By theſe means I extricated myſelf 
out of this affair; which, if it did not 
make me more wiſe, rendered me at 
. * leaſt more circumſpect for the future. 

I no longer drank with the Arabian, 
nor even with the Jew ; but choſe for 
* a companion at my cups, a young 
* gentleman' of Leghorn called Azarini, 

* who was my own flave. I was not 
© like the reſt of the renegadoes, who 
are more cruel to Chriſtian ſlaves than 
the Turks . themſelves; all my cap- 
tives waited very patiently for their 
"redemption; and indeed I treated 
them ſo. gently, that ſometimes they 
told me, they were more afraid of 
changing their maſter than deſirous of 
liberty, whatever charms it has for 
+ people in a ſtate of bondage. | 
< One day the dey's veſlels returned 
© vi h conſiderable prizes, bringing in 
* more than a hundred flaves of both 
* ſexes, whom they had taken on the 
* coaſts of Spain. Solyman kept but a 
© very ſmall number, and the reſt were 
* expoſed to ſale: I arrived in the mar- 
ket · place, and bought a Spaniſh: girl 


about ten or twelve years old, Who 


wept bitterly, and ſeemed in deſpair. 
J was ſurprized to ſee one of her age 
s ſo ſenſible of captivity; and bid her, 
6 in Caſtilian, moderate her affliction, 
* aſſuring her that ſhe had fallen into 
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 * ſhould purchaſe her. 


. 


— 


{ 


| 1 the hands of a maſter who did not 


? 


© want humanity, though he hren tbr. 


© ban, The young creature, whoſe mind 
© was ſtill engroſſed by her ſorrow, did 
© not hear what I ſaid : ſhe did nothing 
© but ſob, complain of her fate, and 
from time to time cry with a piteous 
© accent, „O my mother! why are we 
„ ſeparated ? I ſhould have patience 
{© were we together “ In pronouncing 
©theſe words, ſhe turned her eyes to- 
* wards a woman between forty and fifty 
: {ak of age, who itood a few paces 
© from her, and with a downcaſt look 
* waited in ſullen Glence until ſomebody. 
I aſked. the 
* young girl, if the perſon ſhe looked at 
* was her mother. Yes, alas! Signiar,” 
* ſhe replied; in the name of God do 
© not part us!“ —“ Well, my child,“ 
* ſaid 1,“ * if it is neceſſary for your 
% conſalation that you ſhould be toge. 
ether, you ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied,” At 
the ſame time, I approached the mo+ 
« ther, in order to bid for her: but I 
* no ſooner beheld her face, than 1 re- 
collected, with all the emotion you can 
imagine, the features, the individual 
© countenance of Lucinda, Juſt Hea., 
« ven!” ſaid I to myſelf; it is my, 
„ own mother! *tis, dqubtlefs, ſhe 
« herlelf 1” As for her, whether the 


deep affliction, occaſioned by her miſ- 


fortunes made all the objects that ſur · 
rounded her appear as enemies; or 
that my dreſs diſguiſed me; or rather, 
* that I was much altered in twelve 
years, during which ſhe had not ſeen 
© me, I know. not, but fhe did not at all 
remember me. | TY 
Having bought her alſo, I carried. 
© them both to my houſe;. where, de- 
* ſigning to give them the pleafure of 
* knowing who I was, ** Madam,” faid 
Ito Lucinda, js it poſſible that my 
c features do not ſtrike you? Have my 
& whiſkers and turban diſguiſed me 74 
much, that you do not know your ſon 
Raphael?“ My mother, ſtarting at 
theſe words, conſidered my counte- 


*-nance, recollected me, and we embra- 


© ced one another with great tenderneſs. 
I then embraced her daughter, who 
© perhaps knew no more of having a 
£ bed than I of having a lifter. 
© Confeſs,” ſaid Ito my mother, that 
« in all your theatrical pieces, you have 
© not a recognition ſo original as this.“ 


„ Son, anſwered ſhe ſighingg; I 


« was at firſt rejoiced to ſee you again. 
« but now my joy is converted into 
« grief! In what a ſituation do I find 
te you 1 My flavery gives me a thouſand 


2 
| 


„times leſs pain than that oflious 


«dreſs Þ 


1 
j 
7 

£ 

? 


w_ — — aw 
WM A * * ' 8 I * 
2 * 8 * ; P 1 ; % - 
ih ; 8 V2 1 f , 3 
Ca 1 r 
be i 1 ** | | | 
: 5 : | | 1 TH Mitt i we J "8 Wo | | | | ; 
NP 1} Ha | * 
4 . wh 11 1 < | WH SRO ' | | | 
's ja | | N 1 8 JJ ? 
3 2 , i OD 9 — Fes Y - ; lf | - 
bY. 8 8 1 {it ; : _M f —— p F | ! > 
+ eee ö 8 = | | | & I 
IF Viv „ l | Wil | | 
= MT Ws SE RE 1 
4 en W WA , | | | . 
2X q 8 \ , * A 8 = - * N 
| N ö 4 1 | | 3 
2 e — | | — 
* Þ N N N ' * 95 b, - | | | | | | : * 
2 : 104%/½%%½ ““ | | d 1 
= 1 1 Q \ | = WS >>> | lj | x 
87 | 0 Dh n ih | 
Bn : : — {l SY = VRD > DD 8 * SD JW \ a 
. * \ ( [y IWR k = SS D \ | 4 | | e 
by \ i 2 D — | « © 26 
3 * . 2 2 . 
| S) : Weg f r S 
7 7 3 Bi ag 1 WM W 5 
* Mt : : \ 
4 ' wa 10 Ny 100 . . * 3 ; F * N ee 
bs. b : my ! N = 2 = WE. | | [ 
I > N , f =D J — , | | 2 
or 3 g 0 U Ll [ | 2 RR N — Wa - FP 11 
* — In [ J © — 1 2 1411 
5 16 ' JS == 2 b. ill | 
x & 5 W WW 00 Wl Way þ £ 
2 8 : * 0 . 8 I JR DJ | 
Z 785 \ | i} Y 
2 8 SINN e 1 Ill} | '! 5 
* W \ 7 2 
5 N. W i ; ; by | lj f | . Z 4 
6 W QA 0 5 1 | _ 
x 21 | dQ N | . [11/8] | | 
* 4 vs WH \ Wo 1 A * it 4 2 " 
= e S ' : pl 1 ö ) fil | | N 
. S = FD 4 n p ” 110 
5 — 17 _ . ly | | 
* — — 
RR = | ö 
2 7 * Y — j — - | 
: as; a & i / — 5 AS : 
1 » : . : < . "nav x — R 0 — - * 2 : A 4 * 
. g 4% 5 . ; E , 2 » ; >. 4 « 1 5 8 $3 
1 '4 S 6 X | i 


—— — — 


S. ESO 


222 


r 


ä — 


we 


——— 


' 4 dreſs 124 In good faith | Madam,” 


Wi reſs! Why, good God 1 mother, you 


41 ſtead of finding fault with my turban, 


I, „which ought to moderate your diſ- 


4 in abundance, until we can lay hold 
tc of an occaſion of returning certainly 
40 into Spain. 


4 It is an ill wind that blows nobody 
4 good.“ 


40 the religion of Mahomet, I am 


44 join the reſt of our family; for I ſup- 


4c reſolve to marry ? 1 have heard you 


% childhood, that you could not for- 
give a handſome woman for taking a 

as buſband.”%—* Every feaſon has ts rea- 
« Gn, my fon,” ſhe replied men of 


„ change; and would you have a wo- 
«©. man 


_ # ded ſhes „ pacoupt my hiſtory after 


. y 


& {aid I, interrupting her with a laugh, 
L admire your delicacy, which, to be 
«« ſure, is very commendable in an act- 
« muſt be 22 altered, if my meta- 
% morphoſis offends you fo much! in- 


«© look upon me rather as an actor who 
40 — the part of a Turk upon the 
« ſtage: though I am a renegado, Iam 
% no more a muſſulman now than when 
* J was in Spain; and at bottom I feel 
4c myſelf ſtil} attached to my religion: 
% when you ſhall know the adventures 
« that have happened to me in this 
< country, you will excuſe my con- 
duct. Love was my crime; and I 
« ſacrifice to that deity. I am ſome- 
4 what of your diſpoſition, I aſſure you! 
1 There is ſtill another reaſon, added 


« pleaſure in ſeeing me thus ſituated. 

a You expected to ſuffer in Algiers a 
« rigorous captivity; and you find in 
«© your maſter, a ſon, tender, reſpectful, 
c and rich enough to maintain you here 


So that you muſt allow 
e that proverb to be true, which ſays, 


66 Son,” ſaid Lucinda to me, ** fince 
« you deſign to repaſs one day into 
« your own: country, and there abjure 


« comforted. Thank Heaven!” con- 
£ tinued (he, „ that I ſhall be able to 
« carry back your ſiſter Beatrice, ſafe 
« and ſound into Caſtile,”—* Yes, 
« Madam, cried I, “you ſhall have 
« it in your power; we will go all three 
te together as ſoon as poſlible, and re- 


« poſe you have more marks of your 
4 fruitfulneſs in Spain.” “ No,“ ſaid 
my mother ; I have no other child 
tc ren than you two, and you muſt know 
ce that Beatrice is the fruit of lawful 
% we ock. — “ Why, I reſumed, 
« did you give my little ſiſter that ad- 

« vantage over me: How could you 


8c ſay an hundred times, during my 


« the moſt: firm reſolution are apt to 


40 ou left Madrid.” 


* 


Then ſhe made 
the following narration ; which, as 
* it is Curious, I will favour you with, 
lf you remember it,” ſaid my mo- 
ther, you quitted young Leganez 
„about thirty years ago: at that time 
„ the Duke of Medina Celi told me, 
* that he would come and ſup with me 

in private one evening: he appointed 
© the day; when I waited for that 

* nobleman, who came accordingly, 
«© and I had the good fortune to pleaſe _ 

„% him. He demanded the ſacrifice of 

«« all the rivals he might have: I grant- 
© ed his requeſt, in hopes of being well 
„paid for my condeſcenſion; and my 
©« hopes were not diſappointed ; for, 


„ the very next day, I received from 


© him conſiderable preſents, which 
« were followed by-many more, during 
t the. courſe of our correſpondence. 
J was afraid that I ſhoild not be able 
to detain a man af ſuch high rank a 
te long time in my fetters; and this F 
*£ dreaded the more, becauſe I very 
ce well knew: that he had eſcaped from 
«celebrated beauties, whoſe chains he 
«© had broke almoſt as ſoon as he had 
„ hore them. Nevertheleſs, far from 
<« being every day leſs and leſs pleaſed 
« with my favours, his raptures ſeemed 
« rather to increaſe: in ſhort, I had 
the art to amuſe him, and hinder his 
«heart, naturally inconſtant, from 
giving way to it's uſual levity. | 
«© He had been attached to me already 
« three months, and I had room to flar- 
te ter myleif that his paſſion would be 
© of long duration; when one of m 
© ſhe-triends and I went to an aſſembly, 
* where he happened to be with his 
„ dutcheis, in order to hear a concert 
of vocal and inſtrumental muſick. 
Me chanced to place ourſelves pretty 
near the dutcheſs, who was pleaſed 
to take it amiſs that I ſhould pre ſume 
« to appear in a place where the was, 
and ſent a meſſage to me, by one of 
© her women, deliring that I would 
immediately withdraw. I returned 
ce an inſolent anſwer ; which incenſed 
« the dutcheſs ſo much, that ſhe com- 
« plained of it to her huſband, uh 
came to me in perſon, and ſaid, 
© Retire, Lucinda; though noblemen 
« of my rank attach themſelves to ſuch 
«« little creatures as you, they muſt . 
« not forget themſelves e if 
« we love you more than our wives, 
© we honour our wives more than you; 
„ and as often as you have the inſq- 


more conſtant !-—-l will,” ad- 


4 lence to put yourſelves in competition 
% with them, you will always have the 
EE « mortifi, 
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«© mortification to be treated with 1n- 
« djgnity.?? 

« Luckily for me, the duke ſpoke this 
© jn a tone of voice ſo low, that not one 
«© word was overheard by the people 
£ around us. I withdrew, covered with 
« ſhame, and wept with vexation for 
« the affront I had received. To crown 
„my confuſion, the actors and actreſſes 
got notice of the adventure that very 
« evening: one would think theſe. peo- 
ple entertain a demon, who delights 


e jn reporting to one whatever happens 


% to another. If an actor, for example, 
« is guilty of ſome extravagant action 
© in a debauch, or an actreſs enters 
into articles with a rich gallant, the 
% company is immediately informed of 


* the circumſtances. All my comrades, 
{| © ner. As tor the German, he employ- 


therefore, knew what happened at the 
concert; and God knows how they 
6 rejoiced at my expence | A ſpirit of 
& charity, which reigns among them, 
2 uſually manifeſts it{elf on theſe occa- 
© ſions. I put myſelf, however, above 
& their tittle-tattle, and conſoled my- 
6 {elf for the loſs of the Duke de Me- 
© diza Celi; for he viſited me no more, 
% and 1 learned a few days after, that 
4% Carthuſian nun had made a- con- 
& queit of him. 

© When a lady belonging to the the- 
« atre had the good fortune to be in 
% vogue, the cannot want lovers; and 
« the paſſion of a grandee, though it 
& does not laſt above three days, greatly 
cc enhances her price. I found myſelf 
« befeged with adorers, as foon as it 
cc was known in Midrid that the duke 
« had forſaken me. Thoſe rivals whom 
& I had facrificed to him, more capti- 
« vated by my charms than ever, re- 
e turned in crowds, as candidates for 


ce my favour; I received homage from 


«a thouſand hearts, and was never ſo 
« much in faſhion before. Of all the 
% men who courted my graces, a fat 
German, gentleman to the Duke a'Ol- 
ac ſana, ſeemed the moſt eazer. He bad 
4c not a very a 
„ tracted my attention by a thuuland 
« piſtoles, which he had amalled in the 
cc ſervice of his maſter, and which he 
cc ſquandered away, in order to be deem- 
„ ed worthy of being in the liſt of my 
« happy gallants. As long as this wer- 
& thy admirer, whoſe name was Brutan- 
4% dorf, had money to ſpend, I gave him 
« a favourable reception; but when he 
& was ruined, he found my door always 
6+ ſhut againſt him. This proceeding cf 
c nine diſplealed him, and he came to 
« ſearch for me at the theatre, during 


amiable perlon, but at- 


te the play. He found me beldad thy ' 
„ ſcenes, and began to” reproach me 
© for my ingratitude. J laughed in His 
face; at which he was enraged,” and 
© [cat me a box on the ear, like a rude 
German as he was: I thrieked aloud, 

„ interrupted the repreſentation, ap- 
e peared upon the ſtage, and addreſſing 
„ myſelf to the Duke d'Offuna, who- 
was preſent with the dutcheſs his la- 
« dy, demanded juſtice tor the German 
„ behaviour of his gentleman. The 
© duke ordered us to go on with the 
„play, and faid he would hear the 
„parties when we had finiſhed the 
© piece. As ſoon as it was over, 1 
e preſented myfelf, in a good deal of 
© emotion, before the duke, and ſigni» 
6& fied my grievance in a pathetick man- 


«ed but two words in his defence; he 
«« ſaid, That far from repenting of what 
„ he had done, he would do it again on 
© the ſame provocation. Both parties 
„being heard, the Duke d'Offuna ſaid 


* to iny adverſary, „ Brutandorf, 1 diſ- 


©« miſs you from my. ſervice; let me 
„never ſee your face again: not that 1 
„ mind your having {truck an actreſs, 
© bat.am offended at your want of re- 
** ſpect to your maſter and miſtreſs, by 
<< preſuming to diſturb the entertain- 
© ment in their preſence.” 1 
„This ſentence 1 could not digeſt; 
«© ] was mortally piqued becauſe the 
„German had not been turned away 
«0n account of his inſolence to me; 
« 1 imagined that ſuch an affront | ut 
«© upon an actreſs ought to have been 
« as ſeverely punithed as petty treaſon, 
«and I hw! laid my account with ſee- 
„ing the gentleman undergo ſome 
«terrible infliction, This diſagreeable 
«event undeceived and convinced me, 
„that the world always makes à diſ- 
„ tin$tion between the players and the 
characters they repreſent. I was, for 
<« this reaſon, diſguſted with the ſtage, 
« which 1 refolved to abandon, and go 
to hve at a great diſtance from Ma- 
& arid. I accordingly choſe the city of 
„Valencia for the place of my retreat, 
«© and thither T repaired incognito, with 
© the value of twenty thouſand ducats 
«in jewels and caſh; a fortune, as 1 
„ thought, ſufficient to maintain me 
© during thei re(t of my days; ſince I: 
4 defigned to lead à very retired life. 
© [ took a fmall houſe at Valencia, and 
had no other domeſticks than a maid- 
„ ſervant: and a page, to whom 1 was 
as little known as to the whole city. 
<1 pretended to be the widow of an 
x 66 officer 
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officer of the King's honthold; and 


« ſaid I came to ſettle at Valencia, be- 


% cauſe it had the reputation of being 


ne of the moſt agreeable places in 


« Spain. I faw but very little we e | 
„and obfervet ſuch a regular conduct, 
% that I was never ſuſpected of having 


£ been an actreſs. In ſpite of my care, 
© however, to keep myſelf concealed, 


„ attracted the notice of a gentleman 
„% who had a country-houſe near Pa- 


460 terna. He was a well-made cayalier, 


between thirty-five and forty years of 
age, but withal a nobleman very much 
6 in debt; which is no great rarity in 


£ the kingdom of Valencia more than 
4 in other countries. e 
„This Signior Hidalgo“, finding my 
© perſon to his liking, wanted to know 
« if I could anfwer his purpoſe in other 


„ reſpects: for this end, he uncoupled 
„ his ſpies to make diſcoveries, and 
© had the pleaſure to learn from their 


© report, that beſides ſome . ſhare of 
„ beauty, I was 2 widow of good for- 
He looked upon me, there- 


«little time, an honeſt old gentlewo- 
% man came to my houſe, and told me, 
from him, that being equally charmed 


„ with my beauty and virtue, he made 


« a tender of his heart, and was ready 


4 to conduct me to the altar as ſoon as 
« I would favour him with my hand. 


„J aſked three days to deliberate upon 
“his propoſal, and inform myſelf of 


* his character; which was ſo engaging, 
„% that, although I was not ignorant of 
« his ſituation, 1 eafily determined to 


© marry him in a ſhort time after. 
„Don Manuel de Xercia, ſo was my 


© huſband called, carried me immedi- 
© ately to his caſtle, that had a very 
„ antique air, of which he was not a 
4 little vain. 
of his anceſtors had cauſed it to be 


He pretended that one 


& built; and from thence concluded, 
« that there was not-a more ancient 


« houſe in Spain than that of Xercia. 


„But this title of nobility," fair as it 
„was, had like to have been deſtroyed 
« by time; for the caſtle, which they 


<« were obliged to prop up in ſeveral 
„parts, threatened immediate ruin. 


* How happy, there fore, was Don Ma- 
«© nuel in marrying me ! more than half 


© of my money was employed in repa- 
© rations z and the reſt ſerved to put us 


in a condition of making a figure in 
„the country. Behold me then (io 


. Hidalgo, is a Spaniſh word, ſigęnifying a gentleman - 85 
I Alute, in the Speniſh language, fignities crati or cunning.. 


jn her fifth year. 


« uſe the expreſſion) in a new world, 


„changed into the nymph of a caſtle, 


and lady of a pariſh. Here was a me- 
„ tamorphoſis! and I was too good an 


c actreſs, not to ſupport with dignity 
© the ſplendour with which I was in- 
«veſted by my rank. 
ce theatrical airs, which made the vil- 
„lage conceive an high idea of my 
«© birth. How merry would they have 


© been at my expence, had they known + 


the truth of the matter! The nobility 
jn the neighbourhood would have be- 
© ſtowed upon me a thouſand taunts, 
«© and the peaſants abated a great deal 
„of the reſpect they ſhewed me. 

„ had hved happily near fix years 


« with Don Manuel, when he died, leav. 


„ing my affairs in great perplexity, 
« with your fiſter Beatrice, .then going 
The caſtle, which 
&« was all the eſtate we had, was un- 


<« luckily engaged to ſeveral creditors, 
« the chief of whom was one Bernard. 
« Aſtuto , whoſe name ſeemed very 


«yell adapted to his character: he 
« practiſed at Valencia the buſineſs of 
« an attorney, which he exerciſed with 


© confummate ſkill, having ſtudied the 
„law in order to qualify himſelf for 
cheating with the greater dexterity, 


„What a terrible creditor he was! a 
© caſtle under the claws of ſuch an at- 


*** torney, is like a pigeon in the talons 


* of a kite. Accordingly, Signior Aſtu- 


© to, as ſoon as he was apprized of 


the death of my huſband, did not fail 


© to beliege the caſtle, which he would 


% undoubtedly have blown up, by the 
mines that chicanery began to pre- 
** pare, had not my good genius inter- 
* voſed, and ordered it ſo as that my 
6 1 became my ſlave. I had the 
* good fortune to captivate him, during 
© an interview we had on the ſubject 


of the law-ſuit. I ſpared nothing, I 


* own, to inſpire him with a paſlion 
for me; the deſire of ſaving my land 


made me prattiſe upon him all thoſe 
„ Janguiſhing airs which had often ſuc- 
% ceeded ſo well. Notwithſtanding all 
my art, I was afraid of being baffled 
by the attorney, who was ſo ingulph- 
„ed in buſineſs, that he did not ſeem 


„ ſuſceptible of an amotous impreſſion, 


4 Nevertheleſs, this ſullen, aukward 
% ſcrawler, took more pleaſure in look - 
e ing at me than I imagined. Ma- 
« dam,” ſaid he, I know not how to 


© make love: I have always applied to 


: 
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« my profeſſion ſo cloſely, as to neglect | 


& the methods and cuſtoms of gallantry; 


© but, however, I am not ignorant of 
the eſſential part; and, therefore, to 


« come to the point, I aſſure you, that 
« if you will give me your hand, we 
6 will burn the whole proceedings; 1 
« will bubble the other creditors who 
« join in the ſuit againſt you; you ſhall 
« enjoy thelife-rent, and your daughter 


« the property of the land. My own 


© jntereſt, and that of Beatrice, did not 
permit me to heſitate; I accepted the 
« propoſal, and the attorney kept his 
« promiſe. He turned his arms againſt 
« the reſt of the creditors, and fecured 
me in the poſſeſſion of my caſtle; and 
& this, perhaps, was the firſt time of his 
% having befriended the widow and the 
*« orphan. | | 8 
« I became, therefore, an attorney's 
* wife, without ceaſing to be lady of 
© the pariſh. But this new marriage 
& coſt me the eſteem of the gentry in 
« Valencia. The women of taſhion 
4% looked upon me as one who had de- 
« generated, and therefore would not 
& viſit me: ſo that I was obliged to 
« confine myſelf to an acquaintance 
, © among citizens; a circumſtance that 
% gave me ſome uneaſineſs at firſt, be- 
% cauſe I had been for fix years ac- 
t cuſtomed to correſpond with none but 
* ladies of diſtinction : but I ſoon con- 
© ſoled myſelf, and became acquainted 
„with the wives of a ſcrivener and two 
ct attornies, whoſe characters were plea- 
« fant enough; there was ſomething 
« ridiculous in their behaviour, that 
« diverted me very much. Thele ſmall 
46 gentry believed themſelves ladies of 
« ſome conſideration. 
J ſometimes to myſelf, when I ſaw 
© them forget themſelves, this is the 
« way of the world: every one thinks 
« herſelf better than her neighbour, I 


« jmagined that actreſſes were the only 


4% people that did not know them- 
« ſelves: but I find that citizens wives 
6 are not a whit more reaſonable, I 
«© with that, by way of puniſhmeat, they 
« were obliged to keep in their houſes 
« the pictures of their grandfathers : 
« in good faith, they would not place 
« them in the moſt frequented apart- 
„ ment.“ 1 | 

« After having been married four 


*« years, Signior Bernardo Aſtuto fell 
* tick, and died without children; ſo 


& that, with what he had ſettled upon 
% me at our marriage, and the money 
4% J was left in poſſeſſion of, J found 


* myſelf a rich widow, and bad the | 


„% choice. 


« Alas !*” faid- 


* numbered ? If I have loſt 


reputation of being fo. On this re» 
% port, a Sicilian. gentleman, whoſe 
* name was Colifichini, reſolved to at- 
e tach himſelf to me, in order to ruin 
or eſpouſe me, for he left me the 
He had come from Palermo 
{© to ſee Spain, and after having ſatis- 
„ fied his curioſity, waited (as he ſaid) 
* at Valencia, for an opportunity of re- 
© paſling into Sicily. This gentleman 
«© was not more than five and twenty 
« years of age, genteelly ſhaped, though 
© tmall; in ſhort, I liked his appear- 
* ance. He found means to ſpeak with 
me in private, and I will frankly own, 
that I became madly fond of him, in 
our firſt interview. On his fide, the 
little rogue ſeemed quite captivated 
© by my charms; and I believe (God 
© forgive me!) we ſhould have married 
© one another immediately, had the 
„ attorney's death, which was ſtill re- 
cent, permitted me to contract a new 
© engagement ſo ſoon: but ever ſince 
« I had fallen into the taſte of matri- 
© mony, I maintained the punctilios of 
„ decorum. . 
We agreed, therefore, to defer our 
© marriage for ſome time, out of de- 
«© cency : in the mean time, Colifichini 


continued his addreſſes ;z and his paſ- 


„ lion, far from abating, ſeemed to in- 
% creaſe daily. The poor young man 
© was not very well provided with caſh; 
& I perceived it, and he no longer want» 
« ed money : for, beſides that 1 was al- 
© moſt twice his age, I remembered that 
„ had laid the men under contribu- 
e tion in my youth, and I looked upon 
*© what 1 now did, as a reſtitution that 
« acquitted my conſcience. We waited, 
& as penitently as we could, for the ex- 
„ piration of the time preſcribed by 
© cuſtom for women to remain in a ſtate 
« of widowhood ; and then went to the 


altar, where we mutually bound our- 


„ ſelves in the indiſſoluble ties of wed- 
© lock: we afterwards retired to my 
© caſtle; where, I may ſay, we lived 
« two years, not ſo much like a huſ- 
& band and wife, as two tender lovers. 
«© But, alas! we were not deſtined to 


| © be long happy in one another; a fatal 


ce pleuriſy robbed me of my dear Coli- 
cc fichinz,” 3 | | | 

© Here I interrupted my mother, cry- 
„ing, How, Madam! your third 


«© huſband dead too | you mult certainly 


© be a very dangerous tenement.” 
« What could I do, ſon?” anſwered 


Lucinda; „was it in my power to 


44 prolong the days that Heaven had 
three huſ. 
bands, 


* Fe 
— 
* 


«bands, I could not help it. Two of 
them I. regretted very much: he for 
& whom I had the leaſt regard was the 
ct attorney; as I married him out of 
« intereſt, I eaſily conſoled myſelf for 
« his death. But,“ added ſhe, ** tore- 
«*« turn to Colifichini; I mult tell you, 
« that a few months after his deceaſe, 
* having a mind to go and ſee, with my 
« own eyes, a country-houſe near Pa- 
„ Jermo, which he had aſſigned to me 
& as a jointure in our contract of mar- 
« riage, I embarked, with my daughter, 
é for Sicily; but we were taken in our 
* paſſage, by the veſſels of the Dey of 
% Algiers, and conducted into this city, 
« Happily for us, you chanced to be on 
* the ſpot where we were put up to ſale, 
« otherwiſe we might have fallen into 
the hands of ſome barbarous maſter, 
* who would have mal-treated us, and 
„ under. whom we. might have paſſed 
% our. whole life in bondage, without 
« your knowing any thing of the mat- 
5 „ ok 5 
Such was my mother's narration ; 
* after which, gentlemen, I gave her 
© the beſt apartment of my houſe, with 
© the liberty of living as ſhe ſhould think 
- © proper ; a permiſſion. that ſhe reliſhed 
very much. She had contracted ſuch 
© a habit of being in love, from the re- 
© peated attacks of that paſſion, that ſhe 
* muſt abſolutely have either an huſband 
+ or a gallant. At firſt ſhe caſt her eyes 
© on ſome of my ſlaves ; but Haly Pege- 
lin, a Greek renegado, who came fre- 
_ Tquently to the houſe, ſoon ingroſſed 
© her attention, She conceived a more 
+ violent paſſion for him than ever ſhe 
© felt for Colifichini, and ſhe was fo 
much miſtreſs of the art of pleaſing, 
that ſhe found the ſecret of charming 
© him alſo. I winked at their intelli- 
« gence, and thought of nothing then 
_* but my return into Spain. The dey 
having already permitted me to fit out 
© a veſſel, to cruize and commit piracy, 
© I was buſied in making preparations ;. 
* and eight days before they were finiſh- 
© ed, ſaid to Lucinda, Madam, we 
4% ſhall depart from Algiers in a very 
« little time, and loſe ſight of that place 
« which you deteſt ſo much.”* | 

© My mother grew pale at theſe words, 
and remained ſpeechleſs. - At which 
© being ſtrangely ſurprized, What do 
& 1 fre, Madam!“ ſaid I; (What is the 


i meaning of that conſternation in your 


« looks? you ſeem to be afflicted, ra- 

ther than rejoiced, at what I tell you! 

- © I thought 1 ſhould have made you 
ec happy with the news of every thing's 


% 
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© being ready for our departure. Have 
you no longer any delire, then, of re- 
Hits paſſing into 'Spain ?%—* None at all, 
, ſon,” anſwered my mother; I have 
© had ſo much affliction in that, king- 
& dom, that I renounce it for ever.. 
«© What do I hear!“ cried I, in a tranſ- 
© port of grief; © ah! ſay rather, that 
love detaches you from it. O Hea- 
© yens! what a change is here! when 
* you arrived in this city, every object 
% that preſented itſelf was odious ta. 
„ your eyes: but Haly Pegelin has al- 
© tered your diſpoſition.“—“ I don't 
« deny it,” replied Lucinda; I love 
that renegade, whom I deſign to take. 
te for my fourth huſband,” —* What 
© an abandoned project!“ ſaid I, inter. 
erupting her, with herror; “ would 
«© you marry a Muſſulman ? You forget 
t that you are a Chriſtian; or rather, 
* you never was one but in name. Ah 
„ mother! what are you about to do ? 
* you have reſolved upon your own 
„ perdition, by voluntarily embracin 
„that which I was compelled to by 
e neceſſity ? ? 5 
I uſed many more arguments to 
© diſſuade her from her deſign; but 1 
© harangued to no purpoſe” the had 
formed her reſolution ; and, not con 
© tented with following her own wicked 
© inclination, and quitting me to live 
with that renegade, ſhe wanted to 
carry Beatrice along with her alſo; 
« but this I oppoſed, © Ah, wretched 
© Lucinda!” faidT to her; * if nothi 
& js able to reſtrain you, at leaſt abandon 
© yourſelfalone to the fury that poſſeſſes 
e your imagination; don't drag a young 
“innocent creature to the precipics. 
© from whence you intend to throw 
% yourſelf,” Lucinda went away, With 
«© out making any reply, and I believes 
© that- a remaining ray of reaſon ent» 
© lightened and hindered her from being 
* obſtinate in demanding her daughter. 
But how little was 1 acquainted wit 
* my mother! two days after, one of my 
© flaves ſaid to me, © Signior, take care 
© of yourlelf; one of Pegelin's captives 
© has imparted a thing to me, of which 
you cannot take the advantage too 


„ ſoon. Your. mother has changed her 


te religion; and. to puniſh you for having 
e refuſed to let her carry off Beatrice, 
« js reſolved to inform the dey of your 
„intended flight.” I did not doubt 

© one moment, that Lucinda was Can 
« pable of doing what my flave men- 
© tioned : I had opportunities of ſtudy- 
© ing the lady, and perceived, that, by 


the habit of acting ſanguinary parts in 
| © tragedies, 


* 
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4 guilt, that ſhe could have cauſed me 
©to. be burnt alive; and, I believe, 
© would, have been no more affected 
4 with my death, than with the cata- 
© ftrophe of a dramatick performance. 
Willing, therefore, not to neglect 
© the advice of my ſlave, I haſtened my 
£ embarkation, and hired Turks, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the corſairs of 
e Algiers, when they go on a cruize ; 


but J hired no more than ſuch as oy 


© neceſſary to keep me unſuſpected, a! 
© ſet ſail as ſoon as poſſible with all my 
© faves, and my ſiſter Beatrice. You 
E may well believe, that I did not forget 
© to carry off, at the ſame time, all my 
© jewels and money, which might amount 
© to the value of ſix thouſand ducats. 
When we got to fea, we began by ſe- 
* curing the Turks, whom we eaſily 
© chained, becauſe my ſlaves were more 
numerous than they: and we had ſuch 
« a favourable wind, that in a little time 
£ we made the coaſt of Italy; and ar- 
© rived, without the leaſt bad accident, 
© in the harbour of Leghorn, where I 
believe the whole city crouded to ſee 
© us come aſhore. The father of my 
© ſlave Azarini being among the ſpeCta- 
tors, by accident or curioſity, ſurveyed 
all the captives, with great attention, 
4 as they diſembarked; but though he 
© ſought among them the features of his 
© ſon, he little expected to ſee him again. 
4 What tranſports and embraces were 


⁊ the conſequence of their meeting, when 
they recollected one another! 


* As ſoon as Azarini had told his 
father who I was, and what brought 
me to Leghorn, the old man obliged 
* me as well as Beatrice to lodge at his 
© houſe. I ſhall paſs over in ſilence the 


* 


* detail of a thouſand things which I | 


* was obliged to perform, in being re- 


admitted into the boſom of the church; 
and only obſerve, that I adjured Ma- 


* hometaniſm much more heartily than 
©] had embraced it. After having en- 
© tirely purged myſelf of the gall of 


« Algiers, I fold my veſſel, and ſet all 


© my ſlaves at liberty; as for the Turks, 
© they were detained in priſon at Leg- 


'© horn, in order to be exchanged for 


£ Chriſtians. I received the beſt of 
© treatment from both the Azarini's, 
© the younger of whom married my 


e ſiſter Beatrice, who was, indeed, no 


bad match for him; being a gentle- 
man's daughter, and hejreſs of the 
e caſtle of Xercia, which my mother had 


taken care to farm out to a rich peaſant | 


| © of Paterna, when ſhe reſolved upon her 


« palſage into Sicily,” ee 
Having ſtaid ſome time at Leghorn, 


I ſet out for Florence, which I longed. 
much to fee, and whither 1 did not go 


© without letters of recommendation. 
© Azarini the father had friends at the 
Grand Duke's court, to whom he in- 
* troduced me as a Spanith gentleman, 
* his ally; and I prefixed Don fo my 
name, inutating in that a great many 
* Spaniſh plebeians, who, when they 
are out of their own country, aſſume 


© I boldly, therefore, called myſelf Don 
© Raphael; and as I had brought from 


© dignity, appeared at court in a ſplen. 
* did manner. The gentleman to whom 
© Azarini had wrote in my favour, gave 
© out that I was a perſon of quality; 
*ſo that his teſtimony, together wit 

the airs I aſſumed, made me eafily 
* paſs for a man of importance. I ſoon 
* got acquainted with the principal 
* noblemen, who preſented me to the 
Grand Duke, whom 1 had the good 
* fortune to pleaſe: upon' which I bent 
* my whole endeavour to make my court 
to that prince, and ſtudy his diſpo- 
© fition. I liſtened attentively to what 
the oldeſt courtiers ſaid to him; and 
© by their diſcourſe diſcovered his in- 
clinations. | 
* obſerved that he loved raillery, goo 

© ſtories, and ſallies of wit. I modelled 
© myſelf accordingly ; and every morn- 


* ſtories I deſigned for the day. I had 
*ſuch a number of them in my me- 
* mory, that my budget might be faid 
to have been full; and yet, in ſpite 
* of all my management, it was emptied 
*apace in ſuch a manner, that I ſhould 
* either have been obliged to nſe repe- 
* tition, or ſhew that I was at the end 
* of my apothegms; if my genius, fruit- 
ful in fiction, had not furniſhed me 
* with abundance. But I compoſed 
* tales of gallantry and humour, that 


+ © Duke; and, as it often happens with 
* profeſſed wits, in the morning I in- 
« vented bright, expreſſions, which I ut- 
© tered as unpremeditated fallies in the 
© afternoon. 8 


and conſecrated my muſe to the praiſe 


that my verſe was none of the beft 
therefore not much criticifed ; but ha 


© it been better, I queſtion if it would 
e „„ mnie 


* 


% 


that title of honour without ceremony. 


ing marked in my pocket-book the 


were very entertaining to the Great 


I even elevated myſelf into a poet, 


© of the prince. I freely own, indeed, 


* Algiers a ſufficiency to ſupport my 
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© have been better received by the, 


Grand Duke, who ſeemed very well. 


© ſatisfied with my talents; the matter, 
perhaps, hindered him from finding 
s fault. Be that as it will, this prince 
© inſenſibly took ſuch a hking to me, as 
gave umbrage to the courtiers. They 
© endeavoured to diſcover who I was, 
© but did not ſucceed. Getting notice, 


© however, that I had been a renegade, 


© they did not fail to inform the prinee 
© of it, in hopes of injuring my cha- 
© racter; bot this they could not ac- 
© complith : on the contrary, the Grand 
© Duke, one day, obliged me to give 


(him a faithful account of my, voyage 


to Algiers. I obeyed; and my ad- 


© yentures, which I did not at all diſ- 


< guiſe, afforded him infinite pleaſure. 

% Don Raphael,“ ſaid he, when I had 
£ finiſhed the relation, „I have a re- 
« card for you; and will give you a 
7 mark of it, which will not permit you 
© to doubt of my, friendſhip. I will 
% make you the depoſitory of my ſe- 
„ crets; and to begin with an inſtance 
« of my confidence, I muſt tell you that 
«© Jam in love with the wife of one of 
ee my miniſters. She is the moſt amia- 
&« ble lady of my court, but at the ſame 
« time the moſt virtuous : ſhut up amidit 


her family, and ſolely attached to a 


% huſband whom ſhe adores, the ſeems 


% ignorant of the noiſe her charms make 


& in Florence. Judge you, if this muſt 
not be a difficult conqueſt. Never- 
te theleſs, this beauty, inacceſſible as ſhe 
4 is to lovers, has deigned ſometimes to 
c hear my ſighs: I have found means 
« to ſpeak to her in private, and to ac- 
© quaint her with the ſentiments of my 
% heart: but I don't flatter myſelf with 
« the hope of having inſpired her with 


* mutual love; ſhe has never given me 


«* cauſe to form ſuch an agreeable idea; 
& don't, however, deſpair of pleaſing 
c her by my aſſiduity, and the myſterious 
conduct 1 ſhall take care to obſerve.” 
« My paſſion for that lady,” added 
© he, is known to nobody but herſelf; 
for inſtead of conſulting my inclina- 
* tion without conſtraint, and acting the 
6 ſovereign, I conceal the knowledge 


„of my flame from all the world; a 


e piece of delicacy which I think I owe 


„ to Maſcarini, the huſband of her I 
love: his zeal, attachment, ſervices, 
4 and probity, oblige me to conduct my- 
6 ſelf with great ſecreſy and circum- 


« ſpection. I would not plunge a dag- 
ce 88 the boſom of that unhappy 
*£ huſband, by declaring myſelf the lover 


56 of his wife ; but wiſh that he may al- 
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«© ways remain ignorant, if poſſible, of 
« the flamè that conſiimes me; for Il am 
| *© perſuaded that he would die of grief, 
if he knew the confidence I now re- 
% poſe in you. I conceal' my ſteps, 
| © therefore, and an reſolved to make 
« uſe of you, in expreſfling to Lucretia 
all the pangs I ſufter, by the conſtraint. 
*« which ſhe impoſes upon me: you ſhall 
be the interpreter of my ſentiments, 
„and I don't at all doubt, that you will 
« acquit yourſelf of the commiſſion to a. 
% miracle, Contract an acquaintance 
« with Maſcarini, endeavour to gain his 
„ friendſhip, inſinuate yourſelf into his 
te houſe, and proeure the liberty of con- 
„ yerſing with his wife. This is what I 
© expect of you, and what I aſſure my- 
&« ſelf you will perform with all the diſ- 
* cretion and addreſs that ſuch a deli- 
 *© cate employment requires.“ | 

. © I promiſed to do all that lay in my 
power to juſtify the confidence he lio- 
' * noured me with, and contribute to the 
* ſucceſs of his flame; and ſoon kept 
* my word with him. I ſpared nothing 
© to pleaſe Maſcarini, and accompliſhed 
* my end with caſe. -Charmed to find 
his friendſhip courted by a man who 
© was beloved of his prince, he met my 
* advances half-way; his houſe was 
* open to me; I had free acceſs to his 
© lady; and, I dare fay, behaved myſelf 
* ſo well, that he had not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
* cion of the negociationentruſted to my 
care. It is true, indeed, for an Italian, 
* he was not much addicted to jealouſy; 
* he depended upon the virtue of Lucre- 
© tia, and ſhutting himſelf up in his clo- 
* ſet, lefr me frequently alone with her. 
© I went roundly to work the very firſt 
* opportunity ; entertained the lady with 
* the paſſion of the Grand Duke, and 
told her, that my ſole deſign in coming 
to her houſe, was to talk to her of that 
prince. She did not ſeem captivated 
© by him; and yet, I perceived that her 
„ vanity hindered her from rejecting his 
+ addreſſes : ſhe took pleaſure in hear- 
ing them, without feeling any inclina- 
tion to anſwer his defires.. She did not 
« want underſtanding; but ſhe was a 
c woman; and I obſerved that her vir- 
tue yielded inſenſibly to the ſuperb idea 
© of a ſovereign in her chains. In fhort, 
the prince had reaſon to flatter. him= 
* ſelf, that, without employing the vio- 
© lence of a Tarquin, he would ſee Lu- 
© cretia ſubjected to his love. An acci- 
dent, however, which he little expe&- 
* ed, deſtroyed his hope, as you will pre- 


© ſently hear. 
| T3 * naturally impudent among wo- 
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men; having acquired that qualifica- | 
« tion, I know not whether it be good or 
bad, among the Turks: Lucretia was 
* handſome, and I, forgetting that I was 
only to act the part of an ambaſſador, 
© talked to her on my own ſcore, offer- 
ing my ſervices with all the gallantry 
* I was maſter of, Inſtead of being 
© ſhocked at my audaciouſneſs, and re- 
* plying in a rage, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, 
* You muſt own, Don Rapael, that the 
2 Grand Duke has made choice of a very 
* faithful and zealous minifter, who 
n ſerves him with an integrity never 
ir enough to be commended !“ Ma- 
4 dam, ſaid I, with the fame air, 
% don't let us examine things ſcrupu- 
* Jouſly ; but lay aſide thoſe reflections, 
«which I know very well are not at all 
t fayourable to me. I abandoned my- 
« ſelfto my paſſion; and after all, don't 
« believe myſelf the firſt confident of a 
i prince, who has betrayed his maſter in 
& affairs of gallantry; for the great 
« have often dangerous rivals in their 
1 meſſengers of pleaſure. That may 
© de,“ replied Lucretia; * but, as for 


* my part, I am fo high- ſpirited, that 


te nobody under the degree of a prince 
41 ſhallever make an impreſſion upon my 
&« heart. Conduct yourſelf according- 
* ly,” added ſhe, growing ſerious ; 
„ and let us change the diſcourſe. I 
4e am willing to forget what you have 
ſaid, on condition that you ſhall never 
«* talk to me again in the ſame manner; 


„ otherwiſe you may chance to repent. 


„ Ke 


Although this was an advertiſement 


* © ta the reader, of which I ought to have 
© taken the advantage, I did not leave 
off entertaining Maſcarini's wife with 


© my paſſion; I even preſſed her with | 


more ardour than ever to make ſuita- 
able returns to my tenderneſs, and was 
© raſh enough to take liberties. Upon 
© which the lady, being affronted with 
© my diſcourſe and Muſſulman behavi- 
* our, checked me abruptly, threatened 
* to make the Grand Duke acquainted 
z with my infolence, and aſſured me, 
that ſhe ſhould delire him to puniſh me 
* as I deferved. I was piqued, in my 
turn, at theſe menaces; my love chang- 
* ed into hate; and, determined to be 
© revenged upon Lucretia for her con- 
5 tempt, I went in queſt of her huſband, 
hom, after that he had ſworn that he 
£ would not expoſe me, I informed 
© of the correſpondence between his wife 
and the prince, not forgetting to paint 
© her very amorous, in order to make 
© the ſcene more intereſting. The mi- 
9 


could rely. 


— 


© niſter, to prevent all accidents, ſhut up 
© his ſpouſe, in a ſecret apartment, where 
© ſhe was guarded by people on whom he 
While ſhe was thus ſur- 
© rounded by ſpies, who hindered her 
* from informing the Grand Duke of 
© her ſituation, 1 told that prince with a - 


© melancholy air, that he muſt no more 


think of Lucretia: that Maſcarini had, 
doubtleſs, diſcovered the whole affair, 
e ſince he had taken it into his head te 


watch his wife; that I could not ima- 


* gine what had alarmed his ſuſpicion of 
me, for I thought I had always behav- 
© ed with a good deal of addreſs; that 
"the lady, perhaps, had confeſſed the 
© whole to her huſband, in concert with 


[ * whom ſhe had allowed herſelf to be 


* locked up, in order to avoid thoſe im- 
; 8 which alarmed her virtue. 


The prince ſeemed very much afflicte 


© at my report: I was touched with his 
© grief, and repented more than once of 
* what I had done; but it was too late : 
© belides, I confefs that I felt a malici- 
© ous joy, when I repreſented to myſelf 
© the condition to which I had reduced 
* the proud woman who had diſdained 
my paſſion. OT . 
« 1 enjoyed, with impunity, the plea- 
© ſure of revenge, which is ſo ſweet to 
© all the world, and in particular to 
© Spaniards, when the Grand Duke be- 
© ing one day in company with five or ſix 
of his courtiers and me, faid, „In 
&« what manner do you think a man 
*© ought to be puniſhed, who has dared 
* to abuſe the confidence of his prince, 
„and attempted to deprive him of his 
„ miſtreſs ??—&< He ought,” ſaid one, 
{© to be tied to the tails of four horſes, 
and torn to pieces.“ Another was of 
* opinion that he ſhonld be manled to 
death. The leaft cruel of thoſe Ita- 
© lians, and he whoſe ſentence was moſt 
© favourableto the delinquent ſaid, That 
* he would be fatisfied with cauſing him 
© to be thrown from the top of a high 
© tower. * And what is the opinion of 
„% Don Raphael?” reſumed the Grand 
© Duke; *I am perſuaded that the Spa- 
c niards are as ſevere as the Italians in 
© ſich conjunctures. + | 
© I eaſily comprehended, as you may 
© believe, that Maſcarini had not kept 
© his oath ; or that his wife had found 
© means to apprize the prince of what 
* had paſſed between her and me; and - 
* my confuſion appeared plain on my 
6 countenance. evertheleſs, diſeon- 
* certed as I was, I anſwered with a re- 
* ſolute tone, © Sir, the Spaniards are 
more generous; they would 5 — 
3 ; t 
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« the confident on ſuch an occaſon ; 
4 and, by their goodneſs, raiſe in his 
©« ſoul an eternal regret for having be- 
« trayed. them.“ Well,” ſaid the 
« prince ; „ I find myſelf capable of 
 « ſuch generoſity. I pardon the trai- 
c tor: for4 have none but myſelf to 
10 blame, for having beſtowed my con- 
© fidence upon a man whom I did not 
% know, and whom I had reaſon to diſ- 
ce truſt, after what I had heard of his 
& character. Don Raphael,” added he, 
« this is the manner in which I will a- 
« venge mylelf: quit my dominions 
% immediately, and let me never ſee 
« your face again.” I withdrew on the 
© inſtant, not ſo much afflicted with 
© my diſgrace, as rejoiced at coming 
© off ſo cheaply; and the very next 
©dizy embarked in a veſlel that ſailed 
from Leghorn, on it's return to Barce- 
© lona.” | 
I interrupted Don Raphael in this 
part of his hiſtory, by ſaying, * For a 
man of undeiſtanding, methinks you 
© committed a great blunder, in neglect- 
© ing to leave Florence, immediately af- 
© ter the diſcovery you made to Mafca- 
« rini, of the prince's paſſion for Lucre- 
© tia; you ſhould have concluded, that 
© the Grand Duke would ſoon come to 
© the knowledge of your infidelity.—“ J 
grant it,” replied the ſon of Lucinda; 
© and notwithſtanding the aſſurance 
© which the miniſter gave me, at not ex- 
© poling me to the reſentment of the 
prince, I propoſed to diſappear in a 
© very ſhort time. 

© ] arrived at Barcelona,” continued 
he, with the remainder of the wealth 
© I brought from Algiers; the beſt part 
© of which I had diſſipated at Florence, 
in the character of the Spamiſh rome” | 
© man. I did not ſtay long at Catalo- 
© nia; for, having a longing delire to 
© reviſit Madrid, the charming place 
© of my nativity, 1 ſatisfied, as ſoon as 
_ © poſlible, the deſire that impelled me. 
© When I arrived in that city, I took 
.© furniſhed lodgings, by accident, at a 
8. houſe where a lady lived, whoſe name 
4 was Camilla, and who, though no mi- 
© nor, was a very engaging creature, I 
„take Signior Gil Blas to witneſs, who 
© ſaw her, much about that time, at Val 
© |adohid. She had ſtill more wit than 
beauty, and never had a ſhe-adventu- 
rer better talents for decoying dupes ;* 
© but ſhe was none of thoſe coquettes 
© who hoard up the offerings of their 
gallants; when ſhe had pillaged a man 
of buſineſs, ſhe ſhared his ſpoils with 
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We loved one another at firſt ſight, 
* and the conformity of our manners 
© joined us ſocloſely, that we ſoavn had 
« every thing in common. Our for- 
tunes, indeed, were not very conſide- 
© rable, and therefore we ſpent them in 
© a very little time. Neither of us, un- 
'* luckily, minded any thing but cur 
« pleaſure, or made the leaſt uſe of the 
.* talents we had, to live at our neigh- 
* bours expence. But mifery, at laſt, 
© awakened our geniuſes, which pleaſure 
had benumbed : and Camilla ſaid to 
* me, „ My dear Raphael, let us make 
© a diverſion, my friend, and renounce 
{© a fidelity that ruins us both; you may 
*< captivate a rich widow, and I may 
© charm ſome nobleman; for if we con- 
e tinue faithful to one another, here will 
« be two fortunes Joſt,” “ Fair Ca- 
„ milla!“ I replied, ** you have anti- 
* cipated me; I was going to make the 
„ ſame propoſal to you, I aſſent to 
your ſcheme, my queen: yes, for the 
« better ſupport of our mutual flame, 
let us attempt advantageousconquelts; 
ce the infidelities we commit, will turn to 
« triumphs in the end.“ | 
This convention being made, we 
© took the field, and made conkfderable 
© motions at firſt, without being able to 
© encounter what we ſought; Camilla 
* could light upon none but beaus ; that 
is to ſay, gallants who had not a penny 
in their packets; and I could meet 
with no women, but ſuch as loved bet- 
© ter to levy contributions than to pay 
© them. As our arts were uſeleſs in love, 
© we had recourle to ſtratagems, and per- 
formed ſo many, that our fame reach- 
* ed the ears of the corregidor ; and that 
© ſevere judge for the devil ordered one 
„of his alguagils to apprehend us; but 
© this officer being as good-natured as 
the other was cruel, gave us time to 
© quit Madrid, in conſideration of a ſmall 
©ſum which we beſtowed upon hin, 
We took the road to Valladolid, and 
© fixed in that City; having hired 3 
© houſe, in which 1 lived with Camilla, 
© who palled for my ſiſter, to avoid ſcan- 
* dal. At firſt, we kept our induſtry 
© under the rein, and began to ſtudy the 
ground, before we ſhould form any en- 
© terprize. . 
0 Gr day, a man accofting me in the 
«ſtreet, ſaluted me very civilly, „Sig- 
„ nior Don Raphael, do you knaw 
% me?” I anſwered, ** No.““ Upon 
© which he reſumed, But I recollect 
% you: I have ſeen you at the court of 
© Tuſcany, where I then belonged to 
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the ſervice of that prince ſome months. 
«ago, and am come to Spain with an 
Italian of great fineſſe : we have been 
% three weeks at Valladolid, and lodge 
with a Caſtilian and Gallician, who 
« are, without contradiction, two young 
« fellows of honour. We live toge- 
« ther by the work of oui hands, make 
% good chear, and amuſe ourſelves like 
6 princes : if you will join us, you ſhall 
© be agreeably received by my confede- 
© rates; for you always ſeemed to me 
« to be a gallant man, of a diſpoſition 
not addicted to ſcruples, and a profeſ- 
fed brother of our order. | 

* Therogue's frankneſs excited mine. 
Since you ſpeak to me with (o littie 
« referve,”” ſaid I to him, © it is but 
** reaſonable that I ſhould explain my- 
* {elf in the ſamie manner to you. In- 
** deed, I am not a novice in your pro- 
s feffion; and if my modeſty would al- 
* low me to reconnt my exploits, you 
* would fee that you have not judged 
* too advantageouſly of my talents ; but 
© 1 will forbear to launchout in my own 
„ praiſe, and content myſelt with aſſur- 
ing you, while I accept that place in 
* your company which is offered, that 
* 1 will neglect nothing 10 approve 
* myſelf worthy of your choice.” 
* ſoon as I ſigniſie d, to this ambidexter, 


my conſent to augment the number of 


© his comrades, he conducted me to the 
place where they were, and introduced 
me to their acquaintance. It was here 
that I ſaw, for the firſt time, the illuſ- 
* trious Ambroſe de-Lamela. Thoſe 
* gentlemen examined me touching my 
© ſkill inthe myſtery of appropriating to 
© one's ſelf, with addre!s, the effects of 
* another. They wanted to know if I 
* underſtood the principles of their art ; 
but I ſhewed them a great many ſtra- 
* tagems which they did not know, and 
* which excited their admiration of my 
* ability. 


* which required the aſſiſtance of genius. 
* To convince them of this, I recounted 
© the adventure of Jerome de Moyadas ; 
* and, upon the {imple narration of that 
© affair, they found me fuch a ſuperior 
genius, that I was choſen their chief 
© by unanimous conſent. I ſoon juſti- 
« fied their choice, by an infinite number 
© of knaviſh deſigns, which we put in 


practice, and of which I was, as it 
were, the informing ſoul. When we 
© had occaſion for an actreſs to carry on 
/ © our projects, we made uſe of Camilla, | © my affection. * + - 


As. 


4 
* who performed all her parts to admi- 
© ration. „ f 

About that time, our brother Am- 
* broſe, being tempted to reviſit his na- 
© tive country, ſet out for Gallicia, aſ- 
* furing us that we might depend upon 
his return, He ſatisfied his defire 
* and, on his way back again, going to 
Burgos, with an intention of ſtriking 
« ſome ſtroke, an innkeeper of his ac- 
« quaintance introduced him to the ſer- 
vice of Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, ' 
with whoſe affairs he did not fail to 
make him acquainted. —Signior Gil 
glas,“ he added, addreſſing himſelf to 
me, * you know how we rid you of your 
« portmantean, in our furniſhed lodgings 
gat Valladolid; and I don't doubt that 
© you ſuſpected Ambroſe of being the 
chief inſtrument of that theft. And 
you was in the right: for, at your ar- 
rival, he came and laid your ſituation 
© before us; and we, the gentlemen- 
© underiakers, regulated ourſelves ac- 
© cordingly. But you are ignorant of 
© the conſequences of that adventure, 
© which I will, therefore, let you know. 
* Ambroſe and I carried off your port. 
manteau; and mounting your mules, 
© took the road to Madrid, without in- 
* cumbering ourſelves with Camilla, or 
the reſt of our comrades, who, without 
© doubt, were as much ſurprized as you, 
at our non-appearance next day. 

© On the ſecond day we changed our 
« detign; and, inſtead of going to Ma- 


| © drid, which I had not quitted without 


© cauſe, we paſſed by Zeberos, and con- 
© tinued our route as far as Toledo. 
In this city, our firſt care was to dreſs 
* ourſelves like gentlemen ; then giving 
© ourſelves out for two brothers of Gal- 
« licja, who travelled out of curiolity, 


They were Kill more aſto- 
* niſhed, when deſpiſing the dexterity | 
* of my. hand, as a thing too common, I 
© told them that I excclled in tricks 


— —— — — 


© we ſoon became acquainted with per- 
« ſons of Character. As I had been fo 
much accuſtomed to att the man of 
© quality, I was eaſily miſtaken for ſuch; 
© and people being uſually dazzled by 
© expence, we impoſed upon every body 
by the gallant treats we began to give 
to the ladies. Among the women 
whom I viſited, there was one who 
© touched my heart: I found her fairer 
© than Camilla, and a good deal younger. 
I was deſirous of knowing who ſhe was, 

© and learned that her name was Vio- 

© Jante, and that her huſband was a gen- 

© tleman who, cloyed already with her. 

© charms, purſued thoſe of a courtezan 
© whom he loved. This piece of infor- 
© mation was enough to determine me to 
« eſtabliſh Violante the ſovereign lady of 
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£ It was not long before ſhe perceived 
her conqueſt: I began to folluw her 
every where, and commit a thouſand 
s impertinences, to perſuade her that I 
* wanted nothing more than to conſole 
her for the infidelity of her ſpouſe. 
The fair one made her reflections on 
5 the matter, which were ſuch, that at 
£ laſt I had the pleaſure of knowing her 
c approbation of my ſentiments. I re- 
$# ceived from her a billet, in anſwer to 
$s ſeveral which I had ſent to her, by one 
s of thoſe old matrons who are ſo ſer- 
# viceable in Spain and Italy; The lady 
gave me to underitand, that her huſ- 
oh ſupped every evening with his 

* miſtreſs, and did not come home be- 
fore it was very late. That ſame night 


J went under the windows of Violante, | 


and entered into a moſt tender conver- 
* ſation with her: after which we agreed, 
* at parting, to enjoy the ſame oppor- 
'* tunity every night, at the ſame hour, 
5 without prejudice to the other acts of 
c gallantry which we ſhould be permit- 
© ted to exerciſe in the day. 
© Hitherto Don Balthazar, the huſ- 
* band of my princeſs, came off very 
_ © cheaply; but I choſe to love natural- 
ly, andrepaired one evening under the 
© lady's windows, with a deſign to tell 
# her, that I could live no longer, if 1 
did not enjoy a tete A tEte with her in 
© a place more ſuitable to the exceſs of 
my love; an indulgence which I had 
not, as yet, been able to obtain. But 
«* juſtas I got to the place, I ſaw a man 
* come into the ſtreet, who ſeemed to 
« obſerve me: in effect, it was the huſ- 
* band, who returned from the courte- 
zan earlier than uſual, and who per- 
*.ceiving a cavalier near his houſe, in- 
« ſtead of going in, walked to and fro in 
© the ſtreet. I remained, for ſome time, 
* unreſolved; but at laſt determined to 
* accoſt Don Balthazar, whom 1 did not 
know, and to whom I was alſo utterly 
unknown: ** Signior Cavalier,” ſaid 1 
© to him, © pray leave the ſtreet free to 
« me for one night; I will do as nuch 
&« for you another time.” —* Sjgnior,” 
he replied, 4+ I was going to make the 
« ſame requeſt to you: I am in love 
« with a girl whom her brother guards 
« like a dragon, and who lives not 
« above twenty paces from hence; ſo 
« that I wiſh there was nobody in the 
5 ſtreet.” There is one way,” ſaid J, 
4% of ſatisfying us both, without incom- 
% moding either: for,“ added I, ſhew- 
ing him his own houſe, the lady 
„ whom I ſerve, lodges there; and let 
us aſſiſt one anothen if either of us 


* 


<< ſhould be attacked. With all my 

« heart,” he rephed ; „I will go to my 
&« rendezvous, and we will back one 
© another ſhould there be occaſion.” So 


ſaying, he left me; but it was in order 
to obſerve me the better; and this the 


« darkneſs of the night permitted him ts 
© do with impunity. | 5 
As for my part, I approached, in ſe- 
« curity, the balcony of Violante, who 


© ſoon appeared, and we began to con- 


« yerſe together. I did not fail to inſiſt 
© upon my queen's granting me a pti- 
vate interview in ſome particular 
place. She reſiſted my importunities 
6 a little, to enhance the value of the fa- 
« vour which I demanded ; then drop- 
© ping a letter, which ſhe took out of her 
pocket, Hold,“ ſaid ſhe; © you will 
te find in this billet the promiſe of what 
% you ſo earneſtly defire.” She after - 
« wards withdrew, becauſe the hour at 
* which her huſband ufually returned 
© was at hand; upon which I ſecured the . 
© billet, and advanced to the place where, 
Don Balthazar ſaid he was concerned: 
© but he having very well perceived what 

„J wanted with his wife, came to me, 

© ſaying, ** Well, Signior Cavalier, are 
« you ſatisfie& with your good fortune?“ 

“ have cauſe to be ſo,“ I replied: ' 
© and what have you done? has love 

« favoured your addreſſes?” ““ Ah, 

% no!” ſaid he; the curſed brother of 
ce the beauty whom I love is returned 
« from a country-houſe, where 1 ima- 
e gined he would ſtay till to-morrow; 
& and this miſchance has baulked me of 
te the pleaſure with which I flattered 


6 -myiet£”? | 


© Don Balthazar and I made mutual 
« proteſtations of friendſhip; and to tie 


© the knot of it the faſter, made an ap- 


« pointment to meet next day in the 
„great ſquare. After we parted, he 
© went home, but mentioned not a word 
© of what he knew to Violante. Next 
« day, he repaired to the great ſquare, 
« where I arrived a moment after him, 
© we ſaluted one another with demon- 


© ſtrations of friendſhip, as perfidious on 
| © one fide, as ſincere on the other. Then 


Don Balthazar made me the cenfident 
of a feigned intrigue with the lady 
« whom he had mentioned the preced- 
© ing night ; recounting a long ſtory 
© that he had invented, in order to en- 
gage me in my turn to tell him in what 
© manner I had become acquainted with 
* Violante. I did not fail to fall into 
© the ſnare, and confeſs all with the ut- 


\ © moſt frankneſs; I even ſhewed the 


from 


letter which I had received 
; 55 | © her, 
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© her, and read the contents in eheſe 


words. | __ 
| ; | 

© I SHALL dine to-morrow with 
* Donna Inez; you know where the 
« lives: it is in the houſe of that faithful 
„ friend that I intend to give you a pri- 
«© vate interview; for I can no longer 
e refuſe that favour which you ſeem 
©« to deſerve,” Cs | 


& This,” ſaid Don Balthazar, “is a 
ee billet which promiſes you the accom - 
« pliſhment of your with ; I congratu- 
« late you before-hand, on the happi- 
4 neſs that attends you.” He could nor 


e help being a little diſconcerted while 


« he ſaid this; but he ealily concealed 
« his trouble and confuſion from me. I 
was ſo much engroſſed by my hope, 
that I never thought of obſerving my 
« confident, who was obliged, however, 
« to leave me, that I might not at laſt 
e perceive his agitation. He ran to ap- 
e prize his brother-in-law of the adven- 
ture: but 1 am ignorant of what paſ- 
« {ed between them: all I know of the 
matter is, that Don Balthazar came 
c and knocked at the door while I' was 
c with Violante, at the houſe of Donna 
£ Inez; and as ſoon as we learned that 
© it was he, I eſcaped at a back-door be- 
As ſoon as I was 
© gone, the ladies, whom the unforeſeen 
« arrival of the huſband had diſconcert- 
ted, recollected themſelves, and receiv- 
ed him with fucheffrontery, that he fi- 


c pected I was either concealed, or had - 


© made my eſcape. I cannot tell what 
© he ſaid to Donna Inez and his wife, be. 
© cauſe it never came to my knowledge. 

« Meanwhile, without fuͤſpecting tha! 
< I was Don Balthazar's dupe, I went 
away curling him, and returned to the 
great ſquare, where I had appointed to 
c meet Lamela. I did not find him, 
© however; he had little affairs of his 
* own to manage; and the rogue” was 
© more fortunate than I. While | wait- 
« ed for him, I ſaw my perfidious confi- 
© dent arrive, whò came up to me with 
© gay air, and ſmiling, aſked news of 


my interview with my nymph at the 
© houſe of Donna Inez. 


„ don't 
« know, ſaid I, „What demon, jea- 
« Jous. of my pleaſures, delights in 


„ thwarting them; but while I was 


ce alone with my lady, preſſing her to 
e make me happy, her huſband, whom 
ce the devil contound ! came and knock- 
« ed at the door: ſo that being obliged 


'< to get off as faſt as I could, I retired 
4% by a back-door, curling to hell the. 


© troubleſome cuckold who broke all 
© my meaſures !!!—< I am truly ſorry 
6 for it,” cried Don Balthazar, who” 
felt a ſecret joy in ſeeing my vexation; 
« what an impertinent huſband muſt he 


be] I adviſe you to give him no quar-' 

„ter.“ O] as for that,“ I replied, 
„will take your advice; and Ican aſ- 
| © ſure you, that his honour ſhall make 
| © it's exit this night: his wife, when E 


e left her, bid me not be diſcouraged 


at fo ſmall a matter; but be lure to 
come under her window earlier than 


uſual, for ſhe was reſolved to admit 


% me into her houſe; and deſired 


© me, at all events, to come attended 
„with two or three friends, for fear of 
© ſurprize.“—“ What = prudent lady 
«the is!” ſaid he. I will, if you 
„ pleaſe, accompany you thither.“ 


Ah, my dear friend!” cried 1, in a 


* tranſport of joy, while I threw my 


arms arouyd his neck; © I am infi- 


„ nitely obHged to vou!“ “ I will do 
% more,“ he reſumed; I am acquaint- 
„ed with a young fellow who is anos 
ether Czfar ; he ſhall be of the party, 
And then you may. boldly confide in 
« ydur efcorte,” | | | 
* did not know what acknowledg- 
© ment to make to this new friend, 1o 
© much was Fcharmed with his zeal. In 
* ſhort, I accepted the ſuccour which he 
offered, and appointing to meet in the 
© twilight under Violante's balcony, we 
* parted for that time. He went to find 
© his brother-in-law, who was the Cæſar 
© in queſtion; and I took a turn till the 
* evening with Lamela, who (though 
© he was furprized at the ardour with 
which Don Balthazar eſpouſed my in- 
« tereſt) diſtruſted him ne more than I: 
we tell nodding intothe ſnare; which, 
© I own, was unpardonable in people of 
our experience, When J thought it 
was time to preſent myſelf beſore Vio- 
© lante's window, Ambroſe gnd I ap- 
© peared upon the ſpot, armed with good 
© rapiers; and there we found the lady's 
© buſbandþ with another man, waiting 
for us, without flinching. Don Bal- 
* thazar, accoſting me, and ſhewing his 
« brother-in-law, ſaid, “ Signior, this 
© js the cavalier whoſe bravery I ex- 
&« tolled ſo much. Get into the houſe 


of your miſtreſs, and let not any anx- 


4 jety hinder you ffomenjoying the moſt 
6« perfect felicity.“ n 
After ſome. mutual compliments, I 
© knocked at my nymph's door, which 
© being opened by a kind of duenna, I 


entered; and, without taking notice 


| « of what paſſed-behind me, advanced 


into 


band ſhut the door fo haſtily after them 
that Ambroſe was left in the ftreet, 


' * the murderers. 


pair into Arragon. Inſtead of going | 
OO 1 | | : 


„ faluted the lady, the two traitors, 
£ who had followed me into the houſe, 


© diſcovered themfelves. You may ea- 
© ily imagine that we then came to 
© blows. Both of them charged me at 
s once ; but I fonnd them work enough, 
and employed them in ſuch a manner, 
that pong they repented they had 
© not choſe a ſurer conveyance for their 
«© revenge. I ran the huſband through 
the body; and his brother-in-law, 
« ſeeing him out of the queſtion, got to 
«the door, which the duenna and Vio- 
* Jante had opened to make their eſcape 
© while we were engaged. I purſued 
* him into the ſtreet, where I rejoined 
s Lamela, who not being able to extract 
© 6ne word from the women in their 
flight, did not preciſely Know what to 
think of the noiſe he had heard. We 
© fetarned to the tavern where we lod- 
t ord, ſecured our moſt valuable effects, 
and mounting our mules, rode out of 
the city, withont waiting for day. xp 
Knowing very well that this affair 
* might have bad conſequences, and 
that a ſearch would be made at Toledo, 
which we were in the right to antici- 

pate, we went to bed at Villarubia, 
vat an inn where, ſome time after, 
* a merchant of Toledo arrived, in his 
© way to Segorba. As we ſnpped in 
© his company, he recounted the tragi- 
cal adventure of Violante's huſband ; ' 
t and was fo far from ſuſpeCting us to 
© be concerned, that we boldly aſked of 
© him all manner of queſtions about the 
* affair. Gentlemen,” faid he, juſt. 
* as 1 ſet out this morning, I heard of 
* the melancholy accident. Search was 
made every where for Violante, and 
IJ was told that the corregidor, who 
js related to Don Balthazar, bas re- 
© ſolved to ſpare nothing in difcovering 
This is all I know of 

* the matter,” Ye 1 

Though I was not much alarmed at 
the ſearch of the corregidor, I reſol- 
© ved to quit New Caſtile immediately; 
© reflefting, that when Violante ſhould | 
de found, ſhe would confefs all, and 
on her deſcription of my perſon to the 
judge, people would be ſent in purſuit 
of me. For this reaſon, the very next 
© day, we avoided the ie through 
© precaution ; Lamela being luckily ac- 
© quamted with three-fourths of Spain, 
and particularly with the bye-ways, 
© through which we could ſecurely re- 


you came laſt night for an aſylum. 


through paths that were not unknown 


to my guide, arrived at a grotto which 
looked very much like an hermitage 
and, indeed, it was the fame to which 
While I was conſidering the country 
around, which preſented to my view 
© a charming rural proſpect, my com- 
« panion faid to me, © I paſſed by this 
« place fix years ago, at which time 
that grotto ſerved as a retreat to an 
ec old hermit, who gave me a very cha- 
«> ritable reception, entertaining me 
% with a ſhare of his proviſions. I re- 
ee member that he was a very holy man, 
* and harangued me with a diſcourſe 
et that had almoſt detached me from the 
te world: perhaps he is ſtill alive; I 
* will, go and fee.” So ſaying, the 
curious. Ambroſe alighted from His 
© mule, and entered the hermitage 3 
© where having ſtaid ſome minutes, he 
returned, calling to me, Come hi- 
te ther, Don Raphael; come and fee a 
«very affecting ſcene,” 5 * Ne 
„J alighted immediately; and, tying 
© our mules to a tree, followed Lamela 
* into the grotto, where I perceived an 
old anchorite, pale and dying, ſtretth- 
©ed at his full length upon a truckles 
© bed. A white beard, very buſhy, 
covered his whole breaſt; and in his 
© hands, claſped together, appeared 2 
© large roſary. At the noiſe we made 
© in approaching him, he opened his 
© eyes, which death had- already be- 
gan to cloſe; and, after havin 
looked at us for a moment, ſaid, 
«© Whoſfoever you are, my brethren, 


| 


| «© profit by the ſpectacle that now pre- 


<< ſents itſelf to your eyes: I have lived 
« forty years in the world, and ſixty in 
this ſolitude. Ah! how long, at'this 
© moment, ſeems the time which I have 
© beſtowed on my pleaſures: and, oa 
« the contrary, how ſhort does that ap- 


2 peat which I have conſecrated to 


«© penitence and devotion! Alas, I am 
« afraid that the auſterities of brother 
„John have hot ſufficiently expiated the 
„ins of the Licentiate Don Juan de 
« Solis !“ e 
© He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, 
* than he expired, leaving us very much 
affected with his death. Objects of 
this ſort always make ſome im 
«even on the greateſt libertines: bat 
ve did not retain it long; we foon 
© forgot what he ſaid to ns, and began 
*ro take an inventory of every thing in 


— 


the hermitage; an employment nbg 
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very laborious, all his furniture con- 


jn the grotto. Brother John was not 
« only ill provided with furniture, but 


« the proviſion we found was a few fil- 
© berts, and ſome cruſts of barley-bread, 
© ſo hard as to be, in all appearance, 
«© proof againſt the gums of the holy 
© man ? I ſay, his gums, becauſe he had 
© loſt all his teeth. All that this ſolitary 
£ habitation contained, and all that we 
© beheld, made us regard the good an- 
© chorite as a perfect ſaint. We were 
© ſhocked, indeed, at one thing; we 
c opened a paper folded in the form of 
© a letter, which he had laid upon the 
© table, and in which he begged, that 
© the perſon who ſhould read it, would 
© carry his roſary and ſandals to the 
© Biſhop of Cuenca. We did not know 
« with what intention this new father of 
© the deſart could deſire to make ſich a 
c preſent to his biſhop ; this ſeemed an 
«© outrage againſt humility, and the be- 
© haviour of a man who wanted to ſet 
© up for canonization; and perhaps 
* there was nothing in it but pure ſim- 


© the matter. 

While we diſcourſed together on 
£ this ſubject, a pleaſant thought came 
s into Lamela's head. Let us ſtay,” 
© ſaid he, © in this hermitage, and diſ- 
« ouiſe ourſelves like anchorites, hav- 
« ing firſt buried brother John. You 


«« ſhall paſs for him, and I, under the 
«© name of brother Anthony, will go a 


« begging in the neighbouring towns 
« and villages. .. Beſides our being ſe- 


« gidor; for 1 don't believe he will 


4 think of ſearching for us here, I have. 


« ſome good acquaintance at Cuenca, 
de which we may cultivate.” I approved 
«© of this extravagant propoſal, not fo 
much from Ambroſe's reaſons, as out 
© of pure whim, or a deſire of acting a 
© part in a play. About thirty or forty 
« paces from the grotto, we dug a grave, 
c in which we modeſtly interred the old 
« anchorite, after having ſtripped him 


£ tied about his middle with a leather 
e girdle : we likewiſe cut off his beard, 
© to make a falſe one for me; and, in 
© ſhort, after having performed his fu- 
© neral, took poſſeſſion of the hermi- 
© tage. | Rp 

We fared poorly on the firft day, 
© being obliged to live on the proviſions 
of the defunct; but next morning, 


© to ſel! the two mules at Toralya, and 
© returned in the evening loaded with 
© victuals, and other things which he 
© had purchaſed. He brought eve 
* thing that was neceſſary for our tranſ- 
formation: he made for himſelf a ruſ- 
© ſet gown, and a little red beard of 
© horſe-hair, which he fixed ſo artifici- 
© ally to his ears, that one would have 
* ſworn it was the natural product of 
© his chin. There is not a more dexte- 
* rous young fellow in the world than 
© he; who likewiſe weaved the beard of 
brother John, which he applied to 
© my face, and my brown woollen cap 
« ſerved” to cover the artifice ; ſo that 
© there was nothing wanting to our diſ- 
* guiſe. We found each other ſo plea- 
© ſantly equipped, that we could not, 
without laughing, behold ourſelves in 
© this dreſs, 8 truly was not very 
© ſuitable to our real characters. To- 
„ gether with brother John's robe, I 
© wore his roſary and ſandals, of which 
J made no ſcruple to deprive the 
© Biſhop of Cuenca. 5 
© We had been already three days in 
* the hermitage, without ſeeing a ſoul 
appear; but on the fourth, two pea- 
ſants entered the grotto, bringing 
© bread, cheeſe, and onions, to the de- 
funct, whom they ſtill thought alive. 
As ſoon as I perceived them, I threw 
* myſelf on my bed; and it was no dif- 
© ficult matter to deceive . them; for 
© beſides that there was not light enough 
* to enable them to diſtinguiſh my fea- 
© tures, I imitated as well as I could 
© the voice of John, whoſe laſt words I 
© had heard ; and they had no ſuſpicion 
© of the cheat. They ſeemed only ſur- 
© prized to meet another hermit there; 
which when Lamela perceived, he ſaid, 
© with an hypocritical air, ** My bre- 
ce thren, be not ſurprized to ſee me in 
*« this ſolitude; I have quitted an her- 
© mitage I poſſeſſed in Arragon, to 
„come hither and attend the venerable 
* ane ſage brother John, who in his 
© extreme old age has occaſion for a 
& comrade who can provide for his ne- 
* ceſſities.“ The peaſants gave infinite 
« praiſe to the charity of Ambroſe, and 
© expreſſed great joy in being able to 
© boaſt of having two holy perſonages 
cin their country. 

« Lamela, with a large havreſack, 
© which he had not forgot to purchaſe, 
© went a begging for the firſt time in the 
* city of Cuenca, which is but a ſmall 
league from the hermitage. With a 
* devout appearance which he had re- 


© before day, Lamela ſet out in order | 


| 


© ceived from Nature, and the art of 
| „ making 


„mak ing advantage of it, which he 
« poſſeſſed in a ſupreme degree, he did 
© not fail to extort alms from charitable 


8 . with whoſe liberalities he filled 
Ro 


s havreſack. © Mr. Ambroſe,” 
* ſaid I to him at his return, I con- 


4 gratulate you upon your happy talent 


«© of melting the ſouls of Chriſtians, 
«© Egad | one would think you had been 
© a begging brother among the Capu- 
„ chins.— “ I have done ſomethin 

ce elſe,” anſwered he, * than filled my 
* knapſack : you muſt know, I have 


e diſcovered a certain nymph called 


% Barba, whom I formerly loved, and 
«« whom I have found ſtrangely altered; 


„ ſhe, like us, has turned devotee, and 


lives with two or three ſiſters of the 
« ſame claſs, who edify the world in 
6% publick, and in private lead ſcanda- 
6 lous lives. As ſhe did not know me 


4“ at firſt, © How ! Madam Barba,” 
« ſaid I, „ is it poſſible that you do not 


c recollect one of your old friends, 


« your admirer: Ambroſe ?““ By my 


% faith! Signior de Lamela,” cried ſhe, 
« I ſhould never have expected to ſee 
«« you again in the habit you. wear! By 
© what adventure are you become her- 
„mit?“ I cannot tell you at pre- 
« ſent,” I replied ; ** the detail is 


„ ſomewhat long; but I will come back 


« to-morrow to gratify your curioſity, 
« and bring along with me my com- 
« panion, brother John;“ Brother 
„John!“ ſaid ſhe, interrupting me; 


« what, the good anchorite who lives 


« in the hermitage near this city ! Sure 
c you joke; they ſay he is more than 
an hundred years old.“ “ It is true,“ 
« faid I to her, „that he was once of 
© that age; but he has grown a great 
« deal younger within theſe few days, 
* and is at preſent no older than I.”— 
„Well, let him come along with you,” 
„ replied Barba; I ſee there is ſome 
« myſtery in the caſe,” be 

© We did not fail the next day, as 


© ſoon as it was dark, to go to the houſe 


of thoſe bigots, who had prepared a 
* ſumptuous entertainment for our re- 
ception. We immediately took off our 


© beards and hermits dreſs, and, without | 
ceremony, told them who we were. | 


On their ſide, for fear of being indebt- 


* ed to us for our frankneſs, they ſhew- | ; g 
in the morning; and loading the horſe 


with the bottle and the remains of our 
proviſions, the approach of night lent 
us that darkneſs which we needed for 
our more ſecure travelling, and we 


* ed what falſe levotees are capable of, 
© when Rey baniſh grimace. We ſpent. 
b almoſt all the night at table, and did 


_ © not retire to our grotto till the dawn. 


© We returned thither again ina very 
* ſhort time; or rather, did the ſame 
hop. g (almoſt every day) during three 
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months; in which time we ſpent 
P two-thirds of our- money. with theſe 
| * nymphs: but one being ſuſpicious of 
our characters, diſcovered the whole, 
and has informed juftice againſt us, 
| © which this day intended to vitit the 
© hermitage, and ſecure our perſons. 
| © Yeſterday Ambroſe, while he was 
© begging at Cuenca, met one of our 
© liſters, who gave him a note, ſaying, 
« One of my friends wrote this letter 
to me, which I'was going to ſend - 
« you by an expreſs: ſhew it to brother 
“John, and take your. meaſures ac- 
“ cordingly.” It was this billet, gen- 
© tlemen, - which Lamela delivered to 
© me in your preſence, and which made 
© us quit ſo ſuddenly,our ſolitary habi- 
tation.“ 1 | 
| A NR 
The council which Don Raphael held twith 
his hearers, and the adventure which 
happened to them when they deſigned to 
Leave the wood. © e 
W HEN Don Raphael had ended 
3 his narration, which I thought 
a little tedious, Don Alphonſo was ſo 
polite as to ſay, it had diverted him 
very much. Then Signior Ambroſe 
opened, and addreſſing himſelf to his 
fellow-adventurer, * Don Raphael,“ ſaid 
he, * conſider that the ſun is ſet ; it will 
be proper, methinks, to deliberate 
© upon what we are to do. You are 
in the right,” replied his, comrade ; 
© we mult determine upon the place to 
© which we go next.*—lt is my opinion,“ 
reſumed Lamela, that we ſhould ſet 
« forward without loſs of time ; reach 
© Requena this night, and to-morrow 
enter the kingdom of Valencia, where 


we will give the rein to our induſtry; 
and, I foreſee, perform ſome ſucceſs- 
ful ſtrokes. Hi 

on that ſubject, believed his preſage 
infallible, aſſented to his opinion: as 
for Don Alphonfo and me, leaving our- 
ſelves to the conduct of theſe honeſt 
people, we waited in filence the reſülg 
of the conference. | 


is confederate, who, 


It being therefore reſolved that we 
ſhould take the road to Requena, we 
began to prepare ourſelves for the jour- 
ney; we made another meal like that 


[puſhed forward to get out of the wood: 
but 2 had not gone an hundred yards, 


when 
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when we diſcovered among the trees a 
light that made us very uneaſy. What 
is the meaning of that?“ ſaid Don 
Raphael; perhaps the ferrets of juſtice 
© having purſued us from Cuenca, un- 
© derſtand that we are in this foreſt, and 
£ are come hither to ſearch.—“ I don't 
c believe that,“ ſaid Ambroſe; *theſe 
© are rather travellers, who being ſur- 
© prized by the night, have come into 
©this wood to wait for day. But,“ ad- 
ded he, I may be miſtaken. I will go 
t and reconnoitre while you ſtay here, 


© and I will be back in a moment.“ So 


ſaying, he advanced towards the light, 
which was not far off, and approached 
it ſoftly. Puſhing gently by the leaves 


and boughs that were in his way, and 


peeping with all the attention which 
the thing ſeemed to deſerve, he ſaw on 
the graſs, round a candle that ſtuck 
burning in a lump of clay, four men 
ſitting, who had juſt diſpatched a pye, 
and emptied a pretty large leathern bot- 
tle, which they embraced in their turns. 
He likewiſe perceived, at fome diſtance, 
from them, a lady and gentleman tied 
to trees; and a little farther, a chaiſe 
with two mules richly capariſoned. He 
gueſſed at once, that the men were rob- 

ers; and their diſcourſe, which he 
overheard, aſſured him that he was not 


- miſtaken in his conjecture. The four 


banditti expreſſed an equal defire of 
poſſeſſing the lady who had fallen into 
their hands, and talked of caſting lots 
for her. Lamela having fully informed 
himſelf of the matter, rejoined us, and 
made a faithful report of what he had 
ſeen and heard. 

Upon which Alphonſo ſaid, * Gentle- 
mien, that lady and cavalier, whom 
©the robbers have bound to trees, are 
© perhaps perſons of the firſt quality; 
© and ſhall we ſuffer them to fall victims 
to the barbarity and brutality of 
© thieves ? Take my advice; let us at- 
© tack theſe banditti, and put them all 
© to death.'—* With all my heart,” ſaid 
Don Raphael; I am as ready to do a 
good as a bad action.“ Ambroſe, on 
his part, ſignified his willingneſs to 
lend a hand to fuch a laudable enter- 
prize; for which,” ſaid he, I foreſee 
we ſhall be well recompenſed.“ I 
dare likewiſe affirm, that on this occa- 
ſion IJ was not at all afraid of the dan- 

r; and that no knight-errant ever 

ewed more readineſs to ſuccour dam- 
ſels indiſtreſs. But, not to conceal the 
truth, the danger was not great: for 
Lamela having reported that the arms 
of the robbers were all in a heap at the 
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diſtance of ten or twelve paces from 


them, it was no difficult matter for us 
to execute our defign. We tied our 
horſe to a tree, and approached, as 
gently as poiſible, the place where they 
were talking with great warmth ; and 


making a noiſe that helped us to ſur- 


prize them, we made ourſelves maſ- 
ters of their arms, before we were 
diſcovered; then firing a volley upon 
them, ſtretched them all breathleſs on 
the ſpot. | 
During this execution, the light go- 
ing out, we remained in darkneſs ; but 
for all that, did not delay to untie 
the man and woman, ho were ſo much 
engroſſed by their fear, that they had 
not power to thank us for what we 
had done in their behalf. It is true, 
indeed, they did not as yet know whe- 
ther to look upon us as their deliver- 
ers, or as a new troop of banditti, who 
had not reſcued them from the others 
with any intention to uſe them better: 
but we encouraged them, by proteſting 
that we would conduct them to an inn, 
which Ambroſe affirmed was not more 
than half a league from thence; and 
that they might there take all neceſſary 
precautions for their ſecurity, in going 
whither their affairs called them. After 
this aſſurance, with which they ſeemed 
very well ſatisfied, we replaced them in 
their chaiſe, and brought them out of 
the wood, leading the mules by the 
bridle. Our anchorites afterwards ex- 
amined the pockets of the vanquiſhed, 
took care of Don Alphonſo's horſe, ſe- 
cured thoſe that belonged to the thieves, 
which we found tied to trees near the 
field of battle; and carrying them all 
off, followed brother Anthony, who 
mounted one of the mules, in order 
to guide the chaiſe to the inn; at 
which, however, we did not arrive in 
leſs time than two hours, although he 
had aſſured us that it was not far from 
the wood. . 
Every body in the houſe being a- bed, 


we knocked loudly at the door; upon 


which the landlord and his wife got up 
in a hurry, and were not ſorry to ſee 


their reſt interrupted by the arrival of 


an equipage, which they thought would 
have ſpent more money than it did. 


+. 29 4 


the cavalier and lady out of the chaiſe 
and even ſerved them as uſhers to the 
chamber whither the landlord con- 


ducted them. There a great many 


compliments paſſed ; and we were _ 7 


was the Count de Polan himſelf, and 
his daughter Seraphina, whom we had 
delivered. It is impoſſible to deſcribe 
the ſurprize of that lady, as well as of 
Don Alphonſo, when they recollected 
each other. The count took no notice 
of it, ſo much was he otherwiſe en- 
groſſed, in recounting to us in what 
manner the robbers had attacked him; 
and how they had ſeized his daughter 
and him, after having killed his poſti- 
lion, page, and valet de chambre: he 
ended with telling us, that he had a 
deep ſenſe of the obligation he lay under 
to us; and if we would come to him at 
Toledo, where he ſhould be in a month, 
we ſhould ſee whether or not he was 
ungrateful. | a 
Nor did the daughter of this noble- 
man forget to thank us for her happy 
deliverance: and as Raphael and I 


imagined we ſhould pleaſe Don Al- 


Ly 


| 0 BAÞ. I. | 
The conduct of Gil Blas and his companions, 
| after they quitted the Count de Polan. 
The important project which Ambroſe 
| formed; and the manner in which it was 
executed. | | 


| F neg de Polan having ſpent 


one half 'of the night in thanking 
and aſſuring us that we might depend 
upon his gratitude, called the landlord, 
in order to conſult with him about the 
means of getting in ſafety to Turis, 
whither he deſigned to go. We left 
that nobleman to take his meaſures ac- 
cordingly; and, departing from the 
inn, followed the road that Lamela was 
pleaſed to chuſe. | 
After having travelled two hours, 


day ſurprized us near Campelio; upon 


which we immediately betook ourſelves 
to the mountains which are between 
that village and- Requena, and there 
paſſed the day in repoling ourſelves, ad 
counting our finances, which were a 
good deal increaſed by the money of 


the robbers; for above three hundred 


Piſtoles were found in their pockets. 


As ſoon as it was dark, we ſet forward | 


again, and next morning entered the 


kingdom of Valencia. We retired to 


o 
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little aſtoniſhed, when we underſtood it 
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N phonſo, by giving him an opportunity | 


| of talking a moment in. private with 
' that young widow, we gratified his de- 
fire, by amuſing the Count de Polan. 
Fair Seraphina}! faid Don Alphonſo 
to the lady, in a low voice, I will no 
longer complain of the fate that com- 
'© pels me to live like a man baniſhed 
from civil ſociety, ſince I have been 
| © ſo. happy as to contribute to the im- 
portant ſervice which you have re- 
ceived. “ How Y anſwered ſhe, ſigh- 
ing, © is it you who have ſaved my life 
and honour? ls it to you that my fa- 
- * ther and J are ſo much indebted? Ah, 
Don Alphonſo why did you kill my 
| © brother ??? She ſaid no more: but he 
eaſily perceived by theſe words, and the 
tone in which they were pronounced, 


| Seraphina, ſhe was no leſs enamoured 


BQOk Wo: 
| the firſt wood that preſented itſelf to 


| of him. | 


* 


* 


our view, and puſhing a good way into 
it, arrived at a place throngh which a 


| rivulet of cryſtalline water gently glided 


in it's way to join the ſtreams of the 
Guadalaviar.* The ſhade projected by 
the trees, and the grafs which the place 


afforded in abundance to. our horſes, 


would have determined us to halt here, 
even if we had not been reſolved upon 
it before. We alighted, therefore, aad 
prepared to paſs the day very agreeably; 
but, when we weat to breakfaſt, found 


very little proviſion left. We began to 


want bread, and our bottle was become 
a body without a ſoul. * Gegtlemen,* 
faid Ambroſe, the moſt charming re- 
* treats are but diſagreeable without 
Bacchus and Ceres; our proviſion . 
* muſt be renewed; I will for that pur- 
© pole go to Xelva, an handſome town 
© not above two leagues from hence; ſo 
that the joarney will ſoon be ſiniſhed.“ 
So ſaying, he fixed the bottle and havre- 
fack on one of the horſes, and mountin 
a- top of them, went out of the wo 
with a diſpatch that promiſed a ſpeedy 
return... - {44 a 
He did not come back, however, ſo 
ſoon as we expected; more than half 
of the day clapled, and night was ready 


FT be Guadalaviar, a river of Spain, riſes on the confines of Arragon and New Caſtile ; 
ang; alder a ſouth · eaſt courſe through Valencia, * into the fea below the city of that name. 
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that if he was violently in love with 
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to cover the trees with her ſooty wings, 


when we beheld. our purveyor, whoſe. 
ſtay had begun to give us ſome uneaſi- 


neſs. He exceeded our expectation by 
the quantity of things with which he re- 
turned loaded: he brought not only the 
Jeathern bottle filled with excellent 
wine, and the knapſack crammed with 
bread and all ſorts of roaſted veniſon, 


but alſo a great bundle of cloth, which 
we obſerved with a great deal of atten- 


tion. He perceived our admiration, and 
ſaid with a ſmile, I defy Don Raphael, 
© and all the world together, to gueſs 
© why I have purchaſed theſe things.“ 
Saying theſe words, he looſed the bun- 
dle, to ſhew the particulars of what we 
Had obſerved in the greſs. He diſplayed 
a Cloak, and a very long black robe; 
two doublets with their hoſe; one of 
thoſe inkhorns which are compoted of 
two pieces tied together by a ſtring, the 
Horn of which is ſeparated from the 
pen-caſe; a quire of fine white paper; 
and a padlock, with a large ſeal, and 
green wax; and when he had exhibited 
His whole purchaſe, Don Raphael ſaid 
to him in a jocular way, Egad, Mr. 
< Ambroſe, it muſt be confeſſed you 
have made a fine bargain! What ule, 
© if you pleaſe, do you intend to make 
<of it ?— An admirable one!” replied 
Lamela : all theſe things have coſt me 
© but ten doubloons; and I am per- 
© ſuaded that they will bring us in more 
© than five hundred; you may depend 
© upon it, I am none of thoſe who en- 
© cumber themſelves with uſeleſs effects; 


and to convince you that I did not buy 


© all this like a fool, I will communicate 
© the project I have formed. 

Having furniſhed myſelf with bread,” 
added he, I went into a cook's ſhop, 
«where I ordered ſix partridges, as 
© many pullets and young rabbits, to be 
put to the fire; and while they were 


doing. a man came into the ſhop in a 


© rage, and loudly complaining of the 
behaviour of a merchant in town, ſaid 
© to the cook, * By St. Jago! Samuei 


« Simon is the moſt ridiculous mer- 
4 chant in Xelva; he has affronted me 


c in the open ſhop: the covetous wretch 
& would not give me credit for tix ells 


& of cloth, though he knows very well 


that I am a reſponſable tradeſman, 


© and that he can loſe nothing by me. 


« Is not he a ſtrange animal? He ſells 
& willingly on credit to people of qua- 


4% lity, and had rather venture with.-j. 


« them, than oblige an honeſt citizen 
« ithout any riſque. Was there ever 


t ſuch madneſs ? Damned Jew | wauld 


A_ 


© houſe. 


„he were taken in! My wich will be 
one day accompliſhed. There are 
© merchants enough of my opinion.” 

Hearing the tradeſman ſpeak in this 
© manner, and ſay a great many other 
© things of the ſame nature, I had a 
certain forewarning that I ſhould cheat 
© this Samuel Simon. Friend,“ ſaid 
I to the man who complained, hat 
is the character of this perſon whom 
© you mention?“ A very bad one,“ 
* anſwered he haſtily; “I aſſure you 
* he is a rank uſurer, though he affects 
„ the manners of a benevolent man. 
He was a Jew, and turned Catholick; 
*« but, in his heart, he is ſtill as much a 
„ Jew as ever Pilate was; for they ſay 
„ he abjured for intereſt.” 5 

© 1 lent an attentive ear to all the 
« diſcourſe of the tradeſman, and did 
© not fail, when I came out of the cook's 
© ſhop, to enquire for Samuel Simon's 
| A perſon ſhewed it to me: I 
© ſuryeyed his ſhop; examined every 
thing; and my imagination, ready at 
© a call, ſketched out a ſtratagem which 
© I digeſted, and which appeared wor- 
* thy of the valet of Signior Gil Blas. 
J went to a broker's, where I bought 
© theſe cloaths; one ſuit for acting an 
«© inquiſitor, another to repreſent a ſcri- 
© vener, and the third for playing the 
© part of an alguagil. | 

Ah, my dear Ambroſe l' cried Don 
Raphael, interrupting him, in a tranſ- 
port of joy; what a wonderful idea! 
© what a glorious plan! I am jealous of 
© the invention; and would willingly 
give up the greateſt ſtrokes of my life, 
© to be thought the author of ſuch a 
© happy ſcheme! Yes, Lamela,“ added 
he, © 1 ſee all the richneſs of thy deſign, 
the execution of which ought to give 
© thee no uneaſineſs. Thou haſt occa- 
* fron for two good actors to ſecond 
© thee, and they are alrcady found. 
* Thov, who haſt the air of a devotee, 
will act the inquiſitor very well; I will 
« repreſent the ſecretary; and Signior 
« Gil Blas, if he pleaſes, ſhall play the 
part of an alguazil. Thus,” continued 
he, are the cues diſtributed: to-morrow 
* we will act the piece, and FIl anſwer. 
for it's ſucceſs, unleſs ſome of thoſe _ 
© unlucky accidents happen, which con- 
found the beſt-concerted deſigns.” 

I conceived as yet but very confuſedly 
the project which Don Raphael liked ſo 
much; but the whole was explained ta 
me at ſupper, and the trick ſeemed in- 
genious. After having diſpatched part 
of our veniſon, and made our leathern 


bottle undergo a copious evacuation, we 


ſtretehed 
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' ſtretched ourſelves upon the graſs, and 
were aſleep in a very hort time. © Get 
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« up, get up! cried Sighior Ambroſe, 


at day- break; people who have great 
z + enterprizes to execute, ought not to 


© be lazy.*—* Deuce take you, Mr. In- 
© quiſitor!' ſaid Don Raphael, waking ; 
« how alert you are | that bodes no good 
© to Mr. Simon.'—* I grant it, replied 
Lamela ; and will moreover tell you, 
« I dreamed this night, that 1 plucked 
c the hairs from his beard : is not that 
£ a villainous dream for him, Mr. Se- 


© cretary ?* Theſe jokes were followed | 


by a thouſand more, which put us all 
in good-humour: we made a cheerful 
breakfaſt. and then prepared for acting 
our ſeveral parts. Ambroſe put on the 
long gown and cloak, which gave him 


all the air of a commiſſary of the Hol 


Office: Don Raphael and I dreſſed our- 
ſelves likewiſe, ſo as to bear a pretty 
good reſemblance to a ſecretary and 
alguazil. We employed a good deal of 
time in diſguiling ourſelves; and it was 
paſt two o'clock in the afternoon when 
we quitted the wood, and «et out for 
Nelva. It is true, indeed, we were in 
no. hurry, as our comedy would not 
begin before the twilight: we therefore 
went at a very flow pace, and ſtopping 
at the city-gate, waited there till night 
As ſoon as it was dark, we left our 
horſes in this place to the care of Don 
Alphonſo, who was very. glad that he 
had no other part to perform. Don 
Raphael, Ambroſe, and I, went im- 
mediately into a publican's.in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and Mr. Inquiſitor going 


fore moſt, ſaid to the landlord with great 


gravity, * Maſter, I wait to. talk with 
you in private The landlord car- 
ried us into a parlour, where Lamela 
finding him alone with us, ſaid, Jam 
* comm:iſfary of the Holy Office, come 
© hither upon a very important affair.” 
At theſe words, the publican grew pale, 
and. replied with a faultering voice, that 
he hoped qe had given no cauſe of com- 
plaint to the Holy Inquiſition: © There- 


< fore,* replied Ambroſe, it has no 
intention to give you any trouble: 


£ God forbid that, too prompt to puniſh, 
it ſhould confound innocence withguilt! 
c it is ſevere, but always juſt : in a word, 


bone mult deſerve it's chaſtiſements be- 


fore he feels them. It was not you 
* who brought me to Xelva, but a cer- 
© tain merchant, called Samuel Simon, 
© of whom we. have received a very bad 


report: it is ſaid that he is ftill a Jew, 


and embraced Chriſtianity. through 


 * motives purely carnal. I order you, | 


| 


| 


© therefore, in the name of the Holy 
© Office, to tell me what you know of 
that man. Beware of excuſing him, 
don account of his being your neigh- 
© bour, and perhaps your friend; for 
declare, if I perceive in your evi- 
© dence the leaſt reſerve, you yourſelf 
are a loſt man.—Come, ' ſecretary,” 
added he, turning to Raphael, * do your 
duty.“ | AO hs 
Mi, Sectetary; who already had his 
paper and inkkorn in his hand, fat 
down at a table, and prepared, with the 
moſt ſerious air in the world, to write 
the depoſition of the landlord ; who, on 
his part, proteſted that he would not 
betray the truth. Well then,” ſaid the 
commiſſary-inquiſitor to him, let us 
begin: anſwer only to my queſtions ; | 
J alk no more. Do you ſee» Samuel 
Simon frequent the church ?- It is 
* what I have not obferved,* faid the 
« publican; © I don't remember to have 
« ſeen him at church. Good!” cried 
the inquiſitor. Write, © that he is never 
© ſeen at church. I don't ſay ſo, Mr. 
* Commiſſary,” replied the landlord ; 
only fay, that I never ſaw him there: - 
he may be in the ſame church with 
me, though 1 don't perceive him. 
* Friend,” ſaid Lamela, © you forget 
* that you muſt not, in your examina- 
tion, excuſe Samuel Simon: I have 
© told you the conſequences of it. You 
* muſt mention only thoſe things that 
are againſt him, and not one word in 
© his favour.'—* if that be the caſe, 
Signior Licentiate,“ reſumed the land- 
lord, * you can't reap much from m 


5 


| © depoſition; I am not acquainted with 


© the merchant in queſtion, therefore 
can ſay neither good nor ill of him; 
but it you want to know how he 
© lives in his own family, I will go and 
© call Gaſpard his prentice, whom you 
may interrogate : he comes here ſome- 
times, to make merry with his friends; 
*and ſuch a tongue! he will difcover. 
© the whole life and converſation of his 
* maſter; and, I warrant it, find em- 
© ployment enough for your ſecretary.? 
like your frankneſs,' faid Ambroſe, 
© and you ſhew your zeal for the Holy 
« Office, by informing me of a wan ac- 
© quainted with the motals of Simon. I 
© will report you to the inquiſition. 
« Make haſte, then, continued he, and 
bring hither that ſame Gaſpard whom 
you mention. But do things dif- 
* creetly, that his -maſter may have no 
* ſuſpicion of what paſſes.* The pub, 
lican acquitted himſelf of his com- 
miſſion with great ſecrefy and dili- 
| gen ce, 
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© greateſt part of his behaviour. 
"© hieye it is unneceſſary to advertiſe you 
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gence, and brought along with him the 
merchant's prentice, who was juſt ſuch 
a talkative young fellow as we wanted. 
Welcome, child,” ſaid Lamela to him; 
0 pou ſee, in me, an inquiſitor nominated 
« by the Holy Office to take information 
© againſt Samuel Simon, who is accuſed 
of Judaiſm. You live with him, and 
© of conſequence are witneſs to the 
I be- 


«£ of the obligation you are under te de- 
© clare all that you know of him, when 
order you to do ſo in the name of 
« the Holy Inquiſition.'—* Signior Li- 
centiate, replied the young man, lam 


very ready to ſatisfy you on that head, 


© without being commanded in the name 
© of the Holy Office, If my maſter was 
© to take me for his text, I am per ſuaded 
« that he would not ſpare me; I will 
there fore deal as plainly with him, and 
© tell you, in the firſt place, that he is a 


«cloſe hunks, whoſe true ſentiments it 


js impoſſible to diſcover; one who 
« affects all the exteriors of a holy man, 
but has not one ſcruple of virtue at 
© bottom. He goes every evening to 


© the houſe of a little Abigail. —“ I am 


« glad to hear that, ſaid Ambroſe, in- 
terrupting him; and 1 ſee, by what 
* you ſay, that he is a man of bad 


© morals: but, anſwer preciſely to the | 


£ queſtions I am going to aſk. I am 


£ particularly enjoined to learn what 


« are his ſentiments with reſpect to re- 
© ligion. Tell me, do you eat pork in 
your houſe ?—* I don't think,” replied 
Gaſpard, * that we have ate of it twice 
« during the whole year that I. have 


© lived with hgn.'—* Ve:y well,” re- 


ſumed maſter-inquiſitor: * write, ſe- 
£ cretary, that pork is never eaten in 
the houſe of Samuel Simon. Buy, to 
make amends for that,“ continued he, 
© you doubtleſs eat lamb ſometimes. '— 
© Yes, ſometimes,” replied the prentice, 
«we have ſome; for example, laſt 
* Eaſter.'—* A lucky epocha!?* cried the 
commiſſary. Write, ſecretary, that 
© Simon keeps the paſſover. This goes 
© on excellently well! and, methinks we 
£ have received good intelligence. 

« Belides, you mult tell me, friend, 
added Lamela, if you have never ſeen 
your maſter careſs little children. — 
A thouſand times,” replied Gaſpard ; 
© when he fees little boys paſs by his 


© ſhop, if they are at all handſome, he 


£ ſtops and fondles them. —“ Write, 
« Mr. Secretary,“ ſa'd the. inquiſitor, 


interrupting him, that Samuel Simon | 


is violently ſuſpected of decoying | 


© Chriſtian children intò his houſe, in 
© order to cut their throats. A fine 
« profelyte, indeed Oh, ho! Mr, Si- 
mon, you ſhall have tv do with the 
Holy Office, take my word for it l you 
* muſt not imagine that you will be 
© allowed to make your barbarous ſacri- 
© fices with impunity, —Courage !. zea- 
* lous Gaſpard,” ſaid he to the prentice; 
* declare all that you know of the mat-+ 
*ter; and give us to underitand, that 


c this falſe Catholick is more attached 
| © than ever to the Jewiſh cuſtoms and 
| © Ceremonies, 


Does not he ſpend one 
day of the week in total inaction i'— 


' © No,* anſwer Gaſpard, * I have not 


* obſerved that: I only perceive that 
© on ſume days he- ſhuts himſelf up in 
© his cloſet, where he remains a long 
time. Ah, hal cried the com- 
miſſary; * he keeps the ſabbath, as ſure 


as I am an inquiſitor.— Mark, fecre- 


© tary, mark that he religiouſly obſerves 
© the faſt of the ſabbath.—Ah! the abo- 


* minable wretch1 I have only one thing 


© more to aſk. Does not he ſpeak alſo 
of Jeruſalem ?? Very often,” re- 
plied the young man; he relates to us 
«© the hiſtory of the Jews, and in what 
* manner the temple 6f Jeruſalem was 
£ deſtroyed.*—* Right!“ ſaid Ambroſe. 
Mr. Secretary; let not this piece of 
© intelligence eſcape you: write, in large 
©char-Cters, that Samuel Simon breathes 
© nothing but the reſtoration of the 
* temple; and that he meditates night 


© and day the 're-cſtabliſhment of his 


© nation. I do not want to know any 


more; therefore, it is needleſs to aſk 


* any.cther queſtions: what the truſty 
* Gaſpard has depoſed, is enough to 
© bring a whole ſynagogue to the ſtake.” 

Mr. Commilſary of the Holy Office 
having interrogated the prentice in this 
manner, told him he might retire; but 
ordered him, in the name of the Holy 
Inquiſition, to conceal from his maſter 
every title of what had paſſed. Gaſpard 
having promiſed to obey, took his leave; 
and we did not tarry long after he went 
out, but leaving the publick-houſe. as 
gravely as we had entered, went and 


' knecked at the door of Samuel Simon, 


who opened it with his own hand; and 
it he was aſtoniſhed to fee three ſuch 
figures as we were, he was much more 
ſo'when Lamela, being ſpokeſman, faid 
to him, with an imperious tone, Mr, 
Samuel, I command you, in the name 
* of the Holy Inquiſition, of which I 


have the honour to be commiſſary, to 
« deliver into my hand, this inſtant, the _ 


key of your clolet; I Want to ſee if 
I cannot 
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the ſuſpicion of the Holy Office; per- 


' receive the orders of the Holy Office 
 * retire into another room, and leave 
to the firſt : he remained in his ſhop, 


while we three entered his cloſet, 'and _ 
began to ſearch for his caſh, which we 


number of bags piled upon one another; 


liked gold better; but things being as 


das the ſeal, which you are bound to 
reſpect, ſince it is the true ſeal of the 


hour to-morrow, in order to take it 


one after another. When we had gone 


5 ] cannot find ſomething to juſtify the 
informations which have been preſent- 
© ed to us againſt you. 3 

The merchant, confounded at theſe 
words, reeled two ſteps backward, as 
if he had received a blow on the ſto- 
mach. Par from ſuſpeRing us of any 
trick, he believed implicitly that ſome 
ſecret enemy wanted to ſubject him to 


haps too, knowing himſetf-to be no good 
Catholick, he had cauſe to be afraid of 
an information: Be that as it will, I 
never ſaw a man more diſconcerted: he 
obeyed without reſiſtance, and opened 
his cloſet, with all the reſpe& that a 
man could chew, who was in terror of 
the inquiſition. At leaſt,” ſaid Am- 
brofe, while he went in, at leaſt, you 


without contumacy. But, added he, 


© me at liberty to perform my function. 
Samuel was as obedient to this order as 


ily found; for it was in an open coffer, 
and in much greater quantity than we 
could carry off, conſiſting of a great 


but the whole in ſilver. We ſhould have 


they were, we were fain to accommodate 
ourſelves to neceſſity, and fill our pock- 
ets with ducats. We ſtuffed our breeches 
with them, and crammed them into 
every other part which we judged pro- 
er to conceal them. In ſnort, we were 
eavy laden, though our cargo did not 
appear; and this was owing to the ad- 
dreſs of Ambroſe and Don Raphael, 
who, by their behaviour on this occa- 
ſion, let me ſee that there is nothing like 
one's being maſter of his trade. | 
After having done our buſineſs ſo 
facceſsfully, we came out ob the cloſet ; 
and, for a reaſon that the reader will 
eaſily guefs, Mr. Inquiſitor took out his 


padlock, and fixed it to the door with 


his own hand; then applying the ſeal, 
ſaid to Simon, Mr. Samuel, I forbid . 
you, in the name of the Holy Inqui- 
© ſition, to touch this padlock, as well 


Holy Office. I will return at the fame 
* off, and bring farther orders for you. 


So ſaying, he made him open the ſtreet- 
door, through which we joyfully paſſed, 


with ſuch ſpeed and nimblenefs, that 
ve ſcarce touched the ground, notwith- 


{| ſtanding the burdens which we carried. 


We ſoon got out of town; and re- 
mounting our horſes, puſhed towards 
Segorba, giving thanks to the god Mer- 


cury for luch an happy event. 


A C HA P. I. | ; 
The * which Don Alphonſo and Gil 
Blas formed after this adventure. 
WE travelled all night according to 
| our laudable cuſtom, and found 
ourſelves, at break of day, near a little 
village two leagues from Segorba. As 
we were all fatigued, we willingly quit- 
ted the highway, to get among ſome 
willows, which we perceived at the bot- 
tom of a little hill, ten or twelve hun- 
dred paces from the village, in which 
we did not think proper to ſtop. We 
found that the wiKows yielded an agree- 
able ſhade, being watered by a ſmall ri- 
vulet ; and the place ſuiting our taſte, 
we reſolved to ſpend: the day in it. 
Alighting, therefore, we unbridled eur 
horſes to let them feed, and lay down 
upon the graſs, where we took a little 
repoſe. We then emptied our knapſack 
and leathern bottle, and having made 
a plentiful breakfaſt, counted all the 
money which we had taken from Samuel 
Simon, and which amounted to three 
thouſand ducais; ſo that, with this ſum, 
and what we had before, we might have 
boaſted of having a pretty good ſtock. . 
As it was neceſſary for ſome of us 


to go and buy proviſion, Ambroſe and 


Don Raphael having quitted their drefs 
of inquiſitor and ſecretary, faid that 
they would take that charge upon them- 
ſelves ; that the adventure at Xelva had 
only whetted their appetite; that they 
longed to be at Segorba, to ſee if ſome 

occaſion would not offer of ſtriking a 

new ſtroke. Tou have nothing to do,“ 
added the ſon of Lucinda, but wait 
© for us under (theſe willows; we will 
not tarry, but rejoin you in a very 
ſhort time. Signior Don Raphael,“ 
cried I, laughing, bid us rather wait 
for you till doomſday; if you leave us 
now, I believe we need not expect to 
ſee yon ſooner.'—* We are aftronted 
„by your ſuſpicion, replied Signior 
Ambroſe; but we deſerve it at your 
hands: your diſtruſt is excuſable, af - 
ter what we did at Valladolid; and 
ve cannot blame you for thinking that 
© we will make no more ſcruple of for- 
 ©faking you, than of abandoning our 


about fifty yards, we began to walk 


| * comrades in that city: but, however, 


* you 


176. 


_ © difcloſe my ſentiments to you. 
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you are miſtaken. The confederates 


from whoſe company we withdrew, 
„were perſons. of very bad character, 
© and their ſociety began to grow in- 
© ſupportable. 
people of our profeſlion, by affirming 
© that there are no aſſociates in civil life 
© leſs divided by intereſt than they ; but 
© when there is not a conformity of in- 
© clinations among them, their good un- 
* derſtanding may be broke, as well as 
© that of the reſt of mankind. - Where- 


+ fore Signior Gil Blas,” added Lamela, 


© we beg that you and Don Alphonſo 
© will have a little more confidence in 
© us; and let not the deſire of Don Ra- 


© phael and me to go to Segorba, give 


«© you the leaſt uneaſineſs.“ | 

elt is an eaſy matter,” ſaid the ſon 
of Lucinda,“ © to rid them of all cauſe 
©of anxiety : let them remain maſters of 
© the caſh, and then they will have, in 
© their own hands, good ſecurity for our 
© return. —You ſee, Signior Gil Blas,“ 


added he, that we come to the point. 


*at once. You ſhall have pledges in 
© your hands, and I can aſſure you that 
* Ambroſe and I will ſet out without 


© the leaſt apprehenſion of your giving 


© us the ſlip. After ſuch a certain mark 
© of our fidelity, won't vou truſt entirely 
© to our promiſe ?'—* Yes, gentlemen,” 
faid I; and you may now do what you 
© pleaſe.*” They departed immediately 
with the leathern bottle and knapſack, 
leaving me under the willows with Don 
Alphonſo ; who, after they, were gone, 
ſaid to me, *© Signior Gil Blas, I muſt 
I up-* 
© braid myſelf with having had the 
© complaiſance to come ſo far with two 
© ſharpers: you cannot imagine how of- 
© ten I have repented of this my con- 
© duct. Yeſterday, while I took care of 
© the' horſes, I made a thouſand morti- 
© fying reflections : I conſidered that it 
ill became a young man, who has 
principles of honour. to live with ſuch 


© wicked wretches as Don Raphael and 


* Lamela; that if unluckily, one day, 


n 


© which may not be far off, a trick ſnould 
miſcarry, by which we ſhould fall into 


© the hands of juſtice, I thall be ſhame- 
© fully puniſhed with them as a thief, 
and undergo the moſt infamous chaſ- 
© tiſement. Theſe images inceſſantly 
© occur to my fancy; and I own I have 
© reſolved, that I may no longer be an 
© accomplice of their miſdemeanors, to 


© ſeparate from them for ever. I don't 


20 
- 


© beheve,' continued he, that you will 
«© diſapprove of my deſigu.— No, I'll 


* 


x 


We muſt do juſtice to | 


* aſſure you,“ anſwered I; though you 
have ſeen me act the part of an algua- 
* Zil, in the comedy of Samuel Simon, 
don't imagine that theſe ſort of pieces 
© are to my taſte. I take Heaven to wit- 
* neſs, that while I played ſuch a fine 
* part, I ſaid within myſelf, © In faith, 


Mr. Gil Blas, if Juſtice ſhould come 


„ now and ſeize you by the collar, 
* you would richly deſerve the ſalary 
* which ſhe would beftow!”” I feel my- 
© ſelf, therefore, no more diſpoſed than 
vou, Signior Don Alphonſo, to remain 
* longer in ſuch good company; and 
© if you will give me leave, I will ac⸗ 
* company you. When the gentlemen 
return, we will demand pur ſhare of 
© the finances, and to-morrow morning, 
* or this very night, bid them an eter- 
© nal adieu.“ TS oo po 
The beautiful Seraphina's lover ap- 


proved of my propoſal : * Let us,” ſaid 


he, get into Valencia, and embark for 
Italy, where we may engage in the 
Venetian ſervice. Is it not better to 
* carry arms, than lead this baſe guilty 
© life? we ſhall be even in a condition 
to make a pretty good figure with the 
money which we have: not that I can 
© uſe ſuch ill-gotten wealth without re- 
© morſe; but, beſides that I am com- 
« pelled by neceſſity, if ever I make the 
© leaſt fortune in war, I ſwear I will 
* indemnify Samuel Simon.“ I aſſured 
Don Alphonſo that I entertained the 


| ſame ſentiments; and, in ſhort, we re- 


ſolved to leave our comrades next 
morning before day. We had not the 
leaſt temptation to profit by their ab- 
ſence, that is, to decamp immediately 
with the caſh : the confidence they had 
ſhewn, in leaving us maſters of the mo- 
ney, did not permit us to harbour ſuch 


a thought. 


Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned 
from Segorba in the evening; and the 
firſt thing they told us was, that their 
journey had been proſperous; that they 
had laid the foundation of a ſtratagem, 
which in all likelihood would be more 
advantageous than the laſt. Accord- 
ingly the ſon of Lucinda was going to 
inform us of the particulars, when 
Don Alphonſo declared his reſolution 
to leave them ; and let them know that 
I had the ſame intention. They uſed 
all their endeavours, in vain, to engage 
us to accompany them in their expedi- 


tion; ſo we took leave of them next 


day, after having made an equal parti- 
tion of the money, and proceeded on 
our way to Valencia. & Sen Shfs 
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ſeized all of a ſudden. 


| Horſes to a tree. 
eaſtle was the firſt perſon whom we met. 


e OY It. 


Aller what erg. incident Don Al- 


honſo found hrs wiſhes fulſilled; and by 
| rs ps nar Calne a ſudden, ſaw 
_ humſelf in a happy fuluation. vg, 


WI puſhed forward cheerfully, as 


far as Bunol ; where, unfortu- 
nately, being obliged to halt, Don Al- 
phonſo fell back of a high fever, with 
violent paroxyſms, which made me a- 


fraid of his life. Luckily there was no 


phyſician in the place, and I was quit for 


my fear: he was out of danger at the 
end of three days, and my care helped 


to re-eſtabliſh his health. He ſhewed 
himſelf very.ſenſible of what J had done 
for him ; and as we felt a reciprocal 
kindneſs for one another, we ſwore an 


' eternal friendſhip. | 
We betook ourſelves again to the 
road, ſtill reſolved, when we ſhould 


arrive at Valencia, to take the firſt op- 
rtunity of a paſſage into Italy: but 
eaven Ailpoſed of us otherwiſe. See- 
ing a number of peaſants, of both ſexes, 
dancing in a circle, and making merry, 
before the gate of a tine caſtle, we ap- 
roached to behold their mirth; and 
on Alphonſo expected nothing leſs 
than the ſurprize with which he was 
He perceived 
the Baron de Steinbach ; who no ſooner 
knew him again, than he ran to him 
with open arms, ſaying, in a tranſport 
of joy, Ah, Don Alphonſo! is it you! 
© what an agreeable rencounter 1s this! 


While enquiry is made after you all 


© over the kingdom, chance preſents 
vou to my view.“ 
My companion, alighting immediately, 


ran and embraced the baron, whoſe joy 
ſeemed immoderate. Come, my ſon, 


ſaid the good old man to him, you 
* will now know who you are, and en- 


joy the moſt perfect happineſs. So 


ſaying, he carried him into the caſile, 
which I likewiſe entered along with 
them; for while they embraced one 
another, I had alighred, and tied our 
The maſter of the 


He was a man of about fifty years of 
age, and of a very engaging aſpect :* 
© Signior,* ſaid the Baron de Steinbach, 


_ Preſenting Non Alphonſo to him, be- 
+ hold your fon!* At theſe words, Don 
Czſar de Leyva (ſo was the maſter of 


the caſtle called) threw his arms about 
Don Alphonſo's neck, and weeping with 
joy, My dear ſon,' ſaid he, you ſee 


in me the author of your being; if I, 


have let you remaia ſo long in igno- 
No. 29. . 
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©rance of your birth, believe me, I did 
in that a cruel violence to myſelf: I 
© have a thouſand times ſighed with ſor- 
row; but I could not do otherwiſe. IL 
married your mother through inclina- 

' £ tion, though the was of a birth inferior 
to mine, and lived under the authority 
of a harſh father, who reduced me to 
the neceſſity of keeping ſecret a mar- 
« riage contracted without his conſent. 
The Baron de Steinbach alone was in 
my confidence, and it was in concert 
© with me that he brought you up. In 
* ſhort, my father is no more, and I am 
no at liberty to declare you my ſole 
heir. This is not all,” added he; you 
© ſhall bz married to a young lady, whoſe 
« nobility equals mine.'——* Sigmor,?* 
cried Don Alphonſo, interrupting him, 
do not make me pay too dear for the 
* happineſs which you beſtow.” Cannot 
© I know that I have the honour of being 

your ſon, without learning at the ſame. 
© time that you want to make. me un- 
© happy? Ah, Sir be not more cruel 
© than your own father; who, though 
© he did not approve of your paſſion, 
© was not ſo ſevere as to force you to 
« marry,*—* Son,” replied: Don Cæſar, 
« I don't intend to tyrannize over your 
afſections; but be ſo complaiſant as to 
« ſee the lady whom I deſtine for your 
bed; this is all I exa&t of your obe- 
« dience. Though ſhe is a charming 
creature, and a very advantageous 
match for you; 1 promiſe not to con- 
« ſtrain you to make her your wife. She 
© is now in the caſtle; follow me, and 

you will own that there never was a 
more amiable object.“ 
conducted Don Alphonſo into an apart- 
ment, whither J attended them, with 

the Baron de Steinbach. 


” » 3. 


There was the Count de Polan, with 
his 1wo danghters, Seraphina and Julia, 
and Don Fernando, his ſon- in daw, who 
was nephew to Don Cæſar; there were + 
other ladies and gentlemen prelent alſo, 
Don Fernando, as was already obſerv- 
ed, had carried off Julia; and it was on 
the occaſion of the marriage of theſe two 
lovers that the peaſants of the neigh» 
bourhood were aſſembled to make mer- 
ry. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo appear- 
ed, and his father had preſented him to 
the company, the Count de Polan got 
up, and, running to embrace him, ſaid, 
Welcome, my deliverer! Don Al- 
© phonſo,” added he, obſerve the power 
© that virtue has on generous minds: 
if you killed my fon, you have alſo 
© ſaved my life. I ſacrifice my reſent- 


* ment' to you, and give yau that Se. 
2. | 1 phina 


Pg 


So ſaying, he _ 
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© raphina whoſe honour you have pre- 
* ſerved. In this manner I acquit my- 


© ſelf of my obligation.“ The ſon of 


Don Cælar did not fail to teſtify to the 
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' 


himſelf the care of making my fortune; 
but I thanked him for his generoſity, 
and would not leave Don Alphonſo, 
who made me ſteward of his houſe, and 
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{tf Count de Polan how much he was af- | honoured me with his confidence. 
11 fected with his generoſity; and I do not | Scarce was he married, when the trick 
1 know whether he felt more joy in diſ- | which had been played upon Samuel 
4 cCovering his birth, or in learning that Simon lying on his conſcience, he fent 
be was to be Seraphina's huſhand. In | me to that merchant, with all the mo- 
| 1 effect, that marriage was celebrated in | ney which had been ſtolen from him. 
44, a few days after, to the infinite ſatis- | I went accordingly to make reſtitution; 
4; faction of the parties concerned. and began the bulineſs of a ſteward by 
A As | was alfo one of the count's de- doing that which ought to he the end 
[2] liverers, that nobleman, who knew me | of it. 8 
$147 again, aſſured me, he would take upon 6 
11 END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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25 H A P. I. 
The amours of Gil Blas and Dame Lorena 
8 | Sephora. 
WENT accordingly to 
Xelva, to make reſtituti- 
on of the three thouſand 


from Samuel Simon ; and 
will. freely own J was 


_ tempted on the road to convert the mo- 


ney to my own. uſe, in order to begin 
my ſtewardſhip under happy auſpices. 


This I might have done with impunity; 


for, had I travelled five or fix days, and 
then returned, as if I had acquitted my- 


ſelf of my commiſſion, Don Alphonſo 


and his father would never have ſuf- 
peed my fidelity. I did not yield, how- 
ever, to the temptation, but ſurmounted 
it like a man of honour; a victory not a 
little commendable in a young fellow 


who had aſſociated with great cheats. 


There are a great many who, though 
acquainted with honeſt people only, are 
not ſo ſcrupulous; thoſe eſpecially who 
are intruſted with ſums which they may 
keep without intereſting their reputation. 
_ Having made reſtitution to the mer- 
chant, who expected nothing leſs, 1 re- 
turned to the caſtle of Leyva, which the 
Count de Polan having left, had ſet out 
again for Toledo, with Julia and Don 


Fernando. I found my new maſter more 


captivated than ever with Seraphina; 
his Seraphina enchanted by him ; and 
Don Czſar charmed with the poſſeſſion 
of them both. I endeavoured to gain 
the friendſhip of that tender father, and 


ducats which we had ſtole 


ſucceeded : I became fteward of the fa. 
mily, regulated every thing in it, re- 
ceived money from the farmers,” dif- 
burſed for the expence of houſe-keep- 


the ſervants. But, contrary to the 
uſual practice of ſtewards, I did not 
turn away thoſe domeſticks who: dif- 
pleaſed me, nor expected that the reſt 


if they addreſſed themſelves directly to 
Don Czſar or his ſon, when they wanted 


beſides, the marks of affection which I 
every moment received from my maſters, 
inſpired me with zeal for their ſervice; 
and I had nothing but their intereſt in 
view. There was no legerdemain in 
my adminiftration: and I was ſuch a 
ſteward as is not every dav to be met 
with. While I enjoyed the happineſs 


been jealous of what Fortune had done 
for me, had a mind that I ſhould owe 
| ſome favours to him alſo; and produced 
in the heart of Dame Lorenga Sephora, 
chief waiting-woman to Seraphina, a 
violent inclination for maſter ſteward. 
My conquelt (to relate things like a faith. 


year; but a hvely look, an agreeable 
' countenance; and two fine eyes, which 
| ſhe knew how to uſe to the beſt advan- 
tage, might be ſaid to make her ſtill paſs 
tor the object of an intrigue : I could 
have wiſhed only for a few roſes in 
her complexion, for ſhe was extreme- 


E le; à circumſtance which I did 
2 740 
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ing, and had a deſpotick power over all 


ſhould be entirely devoted to my will: 


any favour, far from thwarting their 
intereſt, I always ſpoke in their behalf; 


of my condition, Love, as if he had. 


ful hiſtorian) glanced upon her fiftieth 
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not fail to attribute to the auſterity of 


___celibacy. 


The lady practiſed upon me a long 
time by looks, in which her paſſion was 


THE HISTORY AND 


painted; but inſtead of anſwering her 


glances, I at firſt ſeemed not to perceive 
her deſign ; by which behaviour J ap- 


peared to her as a novice in gallantry, 
a diſcovery which ſhe did not diſlike. ' 


Imagining, therefore, that ſhe ought no 
longer to confine herſelf to the language 
of the eyes, with a young man whom 


| ſhe believed to be leſs knowing than he 


was, during the very firſt converſation 
we had together, ſhe declared her ſen- 
timents in form, that I might not be 
ignorant of them for the future. This 
ſhe performed like one who had been at 
She feigned to be diſconcerted 
while the ſpoke to me; and, after hav- 
ing freely expreſſed all that the had to 


ſay, hid her face, to make me believe 


the was aſhamed of letting me lee her 
weakneſs. There was no reſiſting ; and, 
though I was determined more by va- 


nity than inclination, I ſhewed myſelf 


very. ſenſible of her affection: I even 
affected to be urgent; and acted the 


Paſſionate lover ſo well, that I attracted 


er reproaches. Lorenęa reproved me, 
but with ſo much gentleneſs, that while 
me recommended moderation to me, ſhe 
ſeemed not at all ſorry at my want of it. 
I ſhould have puſhed things till far- 


ther, if the beloved object had not been 


afraid of giving me a bad opinion of her 
virtue, by granting me a victory too 


cheap. We tierefore parted till ano- 


ther occaſion : Sephora, perlnaded that 


her falſe reſiſtance made me look upon 


her as a veſtal ; and I, elevated with the 
ſweet hope of bringing the adventure 


+ Joon to a concluſion. 


My affairs were in this ſituation, when 
one of Don Cæſar's lacquies told me a 
piece of news which moderated my joy. 
This young fellow was one of thoſe cu- 
nous domeſticks, who make it their bu- 
ſineſs to difcover what paſſes in the fa- 
mily. As he was very aſſiduous in pay- 
ing his court to me, and regaled me 


- every day with ſomething new, he came 
one morning, and told me, that he had 


made a pleaſant diſcovery, which he 
would communicate to me on condition 
that I ſhould keep it ſecret ; becauſe it 
regarded Dame Lorenca Sephora, whoſe 
reſentment (he ſaid) he was afraid of in- 
curring. I was too eager to hear what 
he had to ſay, not to promiſe ſecrecy ; 
but, without ſeeming to be the leaſt con- 


- cerned, I aſked him, with all the indif- 


ference J could affect, what the diſco- 


0 — * 


| 


— — 
very was with which he intended to en- 
tertain me. Lorena, ſaid he, every 
« evening privately admits into her a- 
«* partment the ſurgeon of the village, a 
© very ſtout young fellow ; and the 
rogue always remains with her a con- 
ſiderable time. I am willing to be- 
© lieve,” added he, with a ſatirical ſmile, 
that this behaviour may be very inno- 
cent; but you muſt allow, that a young 
© man, who flips ſo myſteriouſly into a 
* maid's chamber, gives a handle to 
* ſcandal to be very tree with her cha- 
 raCter.” | 
Although this report gave me as much . 

pain as if I had been actually in love, 1 
took care to conceal my vexation; I 
even conſtrained myſelf ſo much as to 
laugh at the news that pierced me to the 
very ſoul. But 1 indemnified myſelf 
for that conſtraint as ſoon as I ſaw my- 
ſelfalone. Icurſed, I ſwore, and mufed 
upon the reſolution 1 ſhould take. 
Sometimes, deſpiſing Lorenęa, I propol- 
ed to abandon her, without even deign- 
ing to come to an explanation with the 
coguette; and ſometimes, imaginin 
that I was bound in honour to bani 
the ſurgeon from the honſe, I formed 
the deſign of challenging him to lingle 
combats this laſt refolution prevailed. 
I lay in ambuſh towards the evening; 
and, ſure enough, perceived my man 
enter with a myſterious air into the 
apartment of my duenna. This was 
neceſſary to ſupport my fury. I went 
-out of the caſtle, and poſted myſelf on 
the road by which the gallant muſt re- 
turn: here I waited for him without 
flinching, and every moment the deſire 
of fighting with him increafed. At 
length my enemy appeared, and I went 
forward ſome yards like a Drawcanfir ; 
but I do not know how the devil it hap- 
pened, I found myſelf all of a ſudden 
ſeized, like one of Homer's heroes, with 
an emotion of fear that arrefted my 
ſteps; and I ſtood as much confounded 
Ha Poris, when he preſented himſelf to 
fight Menelaus. 1 began to conſider 
my man, who ſeemed ſtrong and vigo- 
rous; and his ſword appeared to be of 
an exceſlive length. All this had it's 
eftect upon me ; nevertheleſs, out of a 
point of honour, or otherwiſe, though I 
ſaw the danger with magnifying eyes; 
and, in ſpite of nature, Which made ob. 
ſtinate efforts to make me deſiſt, I had 
the boldneſs to advance towards the ſur 
geon, and unſheath my rapier. '  _ 

. Surpriſed at my action, he cried, 
© What is the matter, Mr. Gil Blas? 


what is the meaning of theſe demon- 
: ſtrations ? 
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ANTILLAN E. 
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_ © trations? You are pleaſed to be mer- , converſation we had together: you - 
« ry, I ſuppoſe . No, Mr. Barber,”-I } was then all fire, but now you are all 
replied, you are miſtaken; I am in a ice. What is the meaning of all this?? 
very ſerious humour, and want to This was a very delicate queſtion for a 
© know whether or not you are as brave | plain man; conſequently, it embarraſſed 
as gallant. You mult not expect I will me not a little. I do not remember the 

- © let you poſſeſs in tranquillity the fa- anſwer which I made; but it diſpleaſed 
© yours of the lady whom you viſit at | very much, and that was enough. Se- 


the caſtle. By St. Come * ſaid 
the ſurgeon, burſting into a loud laugh, 
© here is a pleaſant adventure. Egad 
appearances are very deceitful. From 


theſe words, imagining that he was as 


little inclinable to fight as I, I became 


more inſolent, and ſaid, '* Friend, that 


« won't paſs; don't think that I will be 
« ſatisfied with a ſimple denial.'—* I ſee, 
then, anſwered he, that I ſhall be 


. © obliged to ſpeak, in order to prevent 


«£ the miſchief which might happen to you 
or me; and I muſt reveal a ſecret, 
© although people of our'profeſſion can- 
© not be too diſcreet. If Dame Loren- 


| ©ca admits me by ſtealth into her apart- 


ment, it is with a view of concealing 
© her diſtemper from the ſervants : ſhe 
£ has an inveterate cancer in her back, 
© which 1 dreſs every evening. This 
© js the cauſe of the viſits which alarm 
© you; fo that you may henceforth keep 
your heart at eaſe. * Though, added 
he, if you are not ſatisfied with this 


declaration, but abſolutely bent upon 
coming to points, ſpeak the word; I 
am your man.“ So ſaying, he drew 


his long rapier, which made me ſhiver; 
and put himſelf upon his guard. E- 
enough, ſaid I to him, ſheathing my 
ſword; *Iam not a brute to refuſe to 
© hear reaſon: after what you have told 
© me, you are no longer my enemy; let 
us embrace.“ . | 

At this diſcourſe, which ſhewed him 
that I was not ſuch a devil as I at firſt 
appeared to be, he laughed, put up his 
rapier, gave me his hand; and, in ſhort, 


we parted the beſt friends in the world. 


- From that moment, 8 preſent- 


ed nothing but diſagreeable ideas to my 


imagination: I avoided every opportu- 
nity ſhe gave me of converſing with her 


in private ; and that with ſuch care and 
affectation, that ſhe perceived my diſ- 


Mr. Steward!* ſaid ſhe, 


me apart 
i me why you avoid the ſight 


pray tel 


of me? It is true, I made ſome advan- 


«ces, but you made ſuitable returns. 


* 
* »*” 


% 


* 


guſt. Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a change, ſhe 
. reſolved to know the cauſe; and ar 
length, finding an occaſion to ſpeak to 


Kecollect, if you pleaſe, the private 


— 
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b 
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phora, though, by her ſweet modeſt air, 
one would have taken her for a lamb, 
was a'very-tygreſs when her wrath pre- 
vailed. I thought,“ ſaid ſhe, dart- 
ing at me a look full of ſpite and rage, 
© that T'dida great deal of honour to a 
© little fellow like you, in difcovering to 
© him-«hoſe ſentiments which noble ca- 
© valiers would have gloried in excit- 
© ing; but I am juſtly puniſhed for hay - 
© ing unworthily abaſed them to a 
* wretched adventurer.“ Had ſhe ſtop- 
ped here, Tſhould have thought myſelf 
cheaply quit. Her tongue, obedient to 
her fury, honoured me with an hundred 


epithets, every one more bitter than 


another. I ought to have heard them 
in cool blood, and reflected, that in diſ- 
daining the triumph of her virtue, which 
I had attempted, I committed a crime 


that no woman can forgive. But I was 


too paſſionate to bear reproaches, at 
which a ſenſible man, in my place, would 
have laughed; and my patience forſak- 
ing me, Madam, ſaid I, we ought 
© not to deſpiſe any body: ifthoſe noble 
£ cavaliers of whom you ſpeak, had ſeen 


« your back, I am ſure their-curiolity 


would have proceeded no farther.” 1 
had no ſooner uttered this repartee, thar 

the furious duenna gave me the gudeſt 
box on the ear that ever an affronted 
woman beſtowed. I did not wait for a 


ſecond; but, by a ſpeedy flight, avoided 


a ſhower of blows that would certainly 
have fallen upon my carcaſe. ©. 
I thanked Heaven that I found my- 


ſelf extricated out- of this troubleſome _ 


affair ; and imagined I had nothing more 
to fear, ſince the lady had revenged her- 
ſelf. T thought that, for her own ho- 
nour, ſhe would never mention the ad- 


venture; and, indeed, fifteen days elap- 


ſed before I heard any thing of the mat- 


ter. I myſelfbeganto forget it, when 1 


Pg 


underſtood that Sephora was ill. I Was 


humane enough to be afflicted at the 


news: I pitied the lady; and orga. | 


that not being able to overcome a pal- 
ſion ſo ill requited; ſhe had fallen a vice 


tim to her unhappy love, I reſſected with 


ſorrow that I was the cauſe of her in- 


. 


diſpoſition, and at leaſt lamented the 
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duenna, if I could not love her. How | 


much was I miſtaken in my opinion! 
her tenderneſs changed into hate; and, 
at that time, her whole ſiudy was to do 
we miſchief. 

One morning, being alone with Don 
Alphonſo, and oblerving that young 
gentleman penſive and fad, I begged, in 

a reſpectful manner, to know the cauſe. 


J am Chagrined,? ſaid he, to find Se-_ 


©raphina weak, ungrateful, and unjuſt. 
© You are aſtoniſhed at this informa- 
© tion,” added he, perceiving that 1 liſ- 
tened with ſurprize ; and yet nothing 
© is more true. I don't know what cauſe 
* you may have given Dame Lorenęa to 
- Re you ; but you are aſſuredly be- 
© come ſo odious toher, that if you don't 
© leave the caſtle with the utmoſt diſ- 
© patch, her death, ſhe ſays, will be in- 
* evitable. You ought not to doubt 
that Seraphina, who has a regard for 
© you, at firſt revolted againſt a hate 
© which ſhe could not gratity without in- 
© juſtice and ingratitude. But in ſhort, 
© ſhe is a woman: ſhe has a tender 
© affeftion for Sephora, who brought 
© her up; and that governante is a fort 


© of mother to her, whoſe death ſhe would 


© reproach herſelf with, if ſhe was not 
« weak enough to ſatisfy this her deſire: 
© as for my part, notwithſtanding the 
* love that attaches me to Seraphina, I 
© ſhall never have the baſe complaiſance 


© to adhere to her ſentiments. on this 


* ſubject. Periſh all the duennas in 
Spain, before I conſent to the remo- 
© val of a young man whom I conſider 


© more as a brother than a domeſtick!? 


Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid 
to him, Signior, I am born to be the 
s ſport of Fortune! I thought ſhe would 


© have ceaſed to perſecute me in your 
wealth become lawful, I enjoyed it 


s houſe, where every thing flattered me 
* with quiet and happy days; but how 
© agreeable ſoever my ſituation may be, 
J find 1 muſt give it yp.'%—* Not at 
© all,* cried the generous fon of Don 
Czſar; leave me to make Seraphina 
hear reaſon; it ſhall never be ſaid, 
© that you have been ſacrificed to the 
© caprice of a duenna, to whom too 
© much deference has been paid in other 
© reſpects.? | 

Fir, aig: 1; © =» will only provoke 
- © Seraphina in reſiſting her will. I had 
© much rather retire, than, by a longer 
© ſtay in this place, run the riſque of 
breeding any diviſion between ſuch 
© a happy pair: that would be a mis- 
fortune for which I ſhould never be 
© conſoled.” 


Don Alphonſo; forbade me to take | 
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the tranquillity of the caſtle. 


any ſuch reſolution; and I faw him ſo 


fixed in the deſ:yn of ſupporting me, 
that Lorenga would undonbtedly have 
met with a revutt, if I had been mind- 
ed to oppoſe her. At certain times, 
being piqued againſt the duenaa, I was 
tempted to expoſe her; but when 1 
came tc conſider, that in revealing her 
ſhame, 1 ſhould ſtab the heart of a 
poor creature whoſe indiſpoſition I wag 
the occaſion of; and that two incurable 
diſtempers viſibly conducted her to the 
grave, my reſentment was changed into 
compaſſion ; and I concluded, that fince 


1 was a dangerous mortal, I ought in 


conſcience tore-eſtabliſh, by my retreat, 
This re- 
ſolution I executed the very next morn» 


ing before day, without bidding adieu 


to my two maſters ; left, through friend- 
ſhip for me, they ſhould oppoſe my de- 
parture. I contented myſelf with leav- 
ing in my chamber a writing, wherein 
was contained an exact account of my 
adminiſtration. wi 
CHA P. II. ä 

The fate of Gil Blas, after he quitted the 
caſtle of Leyva, and the happy conſequence 
that attended the bad ſucceſs of bo - 


MOoUTS. 


WAS mounted cn a good horſe of 

L my own, with two hundred piſtoles 
in my portmanteau, the beſt part of 
which I had got by the banditti whom 
we flew, and the ſhare of the three thou- 
ſand ducats which had been ſtolen from 
Samuel Simon; for Don Alphonſo, 


without making me reſtore what I had 


fingered, had made reſtitution of the 
whole ſum out of his' own. pocket. 
Wherefore, conſidering my effects as 


without ſcruple. I was in poſſeſſion 
of a fund, therefore, which did not 
allow me to be much concerned for 
the future, over and above the confi- 


dence which one of my age always has 


in his own merit: beſides, Toledo pre- 
ſented an agreeable aſylum; for I. did 
vot at all doubt that the Count de Po- 
lan would be pleaſed with an oppor- 
tunity of obliging one of his deliverers 
with a kind reception, and an apart- ' 
ment in his houſe, But this nobleman 
looked upon as my laſt reſource; and 
reſolved, before I ſhould apply to him, 
to ſpend part of my money in wan. 
through the kingdom of Murcia a 

Grenada, which I longed particularly 
to ſee. With this deſign I fet out for 


Almanſa, whence continuing my jour- 


— 


him in my favour. 


N FORTE K 


ney, 1 went from city to city, as far as 
Grenada,“ without meeting with any 
bad accident. Fortune, ſatisfied with 


having played me ſo many tricks, ſeem- 


ed willing at length to leave me in quiet: 


but for all that, the was then hatching | 
A great many more, as will be ſeen in 


met in the ſtreets of Grenada, was Sig- 
nior Don Fernando de Leyva, who 


was, as well as Don Alphonſo, ſon- in- 


law to the Count de Polan. We were 
equally ſurprized at ſeeing one another 
in that place. 
© how cane you to be in this city? What 
© buſineſs brings you hither ?? Sig- 
© nior,? {aid I, it you are aſtoniſhed to 
© ſee me in this country, you will be 
much more ſo when you hear the cauſe 
«© of my quitting the ſervice of Signior 
© Don Cæſar and his ſon.* Then I re- 
counted all that had 'paſſed betwegn 


Sephora and me, without the leaſt diſ- 


guiſe. He laughed heartily at the 
adventure; then growing ſerious again, 
Friend, ſaid he, I offer you my me- 
© diation in this affair, and will write 
© to my ſiſter-in-law.'—* By no means, 
© Sjgnior,* ſaid I, interrupting him; 
© pray don't write; for 1 did not leave 
© the caſtle of Leyva with any inten- 
tion to return. Make, if you pleaſe, 
another uſe of the regard you have 
© for me; and if any one of your 


© friends has occaſion for a ſecretary. 


© or ſteward, I beg you will ſpeak to 
I dare aſſure you, 
© that you ſhall have no cauſe to re- 
© pent._ of your recommendation.“ 


With all my heart,* he replied; © 1 
will do what you deſire: I am come 


to Grenada to viſit an old aunt who is 


. .* ſick, and I ſhall ſtay here three weeks 


longer; at the end of which, 1 ſhall 


ſet out on my return to my caſtle at 
Lorqui, where I have left Julia. 1 


lodge here, added he, ſhewing me a 


houſe about an hundred yards from us; 


come and call for me ſome hours 
© hence; by which time, perhaps, I fhall 


Gil Blas? cried he, 


the ſequel. One of the firſt perſons 1 


4 


1 


have diſcovered ſome ſuitable poſt for 


you.“ | 


And, indeed, at our very next meet- 


jag, he ſaid, * The Archbiſhop of Gre- 
_ © nada, my kinſman and friend, wants 
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© lieve you are ſuch a one as he wants, 


I propoſed you to him, and he has 
« promiſed to take you into his ſervice. 
Go and preſent yourſelf to him, in my 
name; and you may judge, by the 


* recephon which you thall receive, 


© whether or not 1 have ſpoken in your 
* behalf.” 5 | 
This was ſuch a place as I deſired : 


wherefore, having dreſſed to the beſt 


advantage, in order to appear before 
that prelate, I repaired one morning 
to the archbiſhop's palace. Here, was 
I to imitate the authors of romance, I 
ſhould give a. pompous deſcription of 
this epiſcopal palace of Grenada: I 


would enlarge upon the ſtructure of the, 


building, extol the richneſs of the fur- 
niture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, 
and not ſpare the readers the leaſt tittle 


of the ſtories they repreſented: but 1 


ſhall content myſelf with obſerving, that 
it equalled the royal palace in magnifi- 
cence. e 

I found in the apartments a crowd 


of eccleſiaſticks, and gentlemen of the 


ſword, the greateit part whereof were 
the officers of his grace; his almoners, 
his gentlemen, his uſhers, and valets 
de chambre. The laity were, almaſt 
all, fo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather 
than domeſticks, by their haughty looks, 
and affectation of being men of con- 
ſequence. While I beheld them, I could 
not help laughing, and ridiculing them 
within myſelf. *©* Egad!” ſaid I, theſe 


© people are very happy in bearing the 
© yoke of ſervitude, without feeling it; 


for, in ſhort, if they felt it, I imagine 


© that their behaviour would be leſs aſ- 


© ſuming.* Addrefling niyſelf to a grave 


jolly perſonage that ſtood at the door of 


the archbiſhop's cloſet, in order to open 
and ſhut it when there was occaſion, I 
aſked civilly if 1 could not ſpeak with 


his grace. Wait,” ſaid he, dryly, till 


© his grace comes out to go to maſs, and 


he will give you a moment's audience 


in paſſing.* I armed myſelf with pa- 
tience, and endeavoured to enter into 
converſation with ſome of the officers ; 
but they began to examine me from 
head to foot, without deigning to ſpeak 
one ſyllable; and. then looked at one 
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142 young man of letters, poſſeſſed of a 


| another, ſmiling with diſdain, at the 
good hand, to make fair copies of his 


| | | liberty which I had taken to mingle in 
* writings; for he is a great author, has | their diſcourſe. I was, I own, quite 

* compoſed a vaſt number of homilies, | diſconcerted at ſeeing myſelf treated in 
s and ſtudies more every day, which he | this manner by vaiets; and had ſcarce 

. £ progounces with applauſe. As I be- I recollected myſelf from the confuſion 
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EC | 
in which I was, when the cloſet-door 
opened, and the.archbiſhop appeared. 
{mmediately a profound filence pre- 
vailed among his officers; who, all of 
a ſudden, laid aſide their inſolent car- 
riage, and afſumed a reſpectful look in 
preſence of their maſter. This prelate 
was in his ſixty and ninth year, pretty 
much of the make of my uncle Canon 
Gil Perez; that is, plump and ſhort: 
he was very much bandy-legged into the 
bargain, and ſo bald, that he had only 
a ſmall tuft of hair remaining on the 


back part of his head; for which rea- 


ſon, he was obliged to cover his head 


in a fine woollen cap with long ears. In 
| ſpite of all that, I obſerved in him the 


air of a man of quality ; doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe I knew him to be one. We com- 
mon people look upon all your great 


noblemen with a prepoſſeſſion that often 


gives them the air of greatneſs which 
nature has refuſed. | 
The archbiſhop immediately advan- 


cing towards me, aſked me what 1 
wanted, with a voice full of ſweetneſs : 
and I told him that I was the young 

man of whom Don Fernando de Leyva 


had ſpoke to him. He gave me no 


time to proceed; but cried, « O] you 


© are the perſon, then, of whom he ſpoke 


© ſo handſomely. Iretain you in my ſer- 
vice; you are a valuable acquiiition. 


© You may ſlay where you are.“ So 


' ſaying, he went out, ſupported by two 
uſhers ; after having heard ſome clergy- 
men, who had ſomething to communi- 
' cate. 


Scarce was he out of the room, 
when the ſame officers who diſdained 
my converſation, courted it. They 
ſurrounded me, and with the utmoſt 
complaiſance expreſſed their joy at ſee- 
ing me become a commenſal officer of 
Having heard what their 
maſter ſaid to me, they had a longing 
deſire to know on what footing I was 


" retained ; but I was ſo malicious as to 
baulk their curioſity, in revenge for 


their contempt, 
His grace, returning in a little time, 
made me follow him into his cloſet, 


that he might talk with me in private. 
I concluded that his deſign in ſo doing 


was to try my underſtanding; and ac- 
cordingly, kept myſelf on my guard, and 
was reſolved to weigh every word be- 
fore I ſhould ſpeak it. He firſt of all 


examined me on what is called huma- 
nity; and I did not anſwer amifs: he 
had occaſion to ſee, that I was pretty 
well acquainted with the Greek and 


Latin authors. He then put me upon 


logick, where I expected him, and 


4 - 3 
found me quite maſter of that ſubject. 
Vour education,“ ſaid he to me, witk 


ſome ſurprize, has not been neglect- 


* ed: let us now ſee your hand - writing.“ 
I thereupon took out of my pocket a 
ſheet, which I had brought for the pur- 
poſe; and the prelate ſeemed very well 
pleaſed with my performance. * I am 
« ſatisfied with your hand,? cried he, 
and ſtill more with your underſtand. 
* ing. I ſhall thank my nephew Don 
Fernando for having given me ſuch 
an able young man, whom I look upon 
as a real preſent.” | . 
Being interrupted by the arrival of 
ſome noblemen of Grenada, who came 
to dine with the archbiſhop, I left them 
together, and withdrew among the of- 
ficers, who were quite profule in their 
complaiſance to me. I went to dinner 
at the uſual time; and if they obſerved 
me at table, I did not fail to examine 
them alſo. What ſagacity there is in 
the exteriors of churchmen! To me 
they appeared all faints; ſo much was 
my mind over-awed by the place where 
I was; and I did not ſo much as ſuſpect 
that there could be any falſe coin in the 
caſe : as if no ſuch thing was ever ſeen 
among the princes of the church! 
Being ſeated by an old valet de 
chambre, whoſe name was Melchior de 
la Ronda, he took great care to help me 
to the choice bits; and this attention, 
which he expreſſed for me, inſpiring 


me with a reſpect for him, he was 
charmed with my 


polite behaviour. 
„Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid he ſoftly to me, 
after dinner, I want to have ſome 
private converſation with you.“ At 
the ſame time he carried me to a part 
of the palace, where nobody could over- 


hear us; and there talked to me in this 


manner. Son, from the very firſt 
© moment in which'I ſaw you, I felt 


'* an inclination for you; of this I will 


give you a certain proof, by impart- 
ing ſomething which may be of great 
* advantage to you. Vou are here in 


* a family, where true and falſe devotees 


„live pell-mell; ſo that it will be an 
infinite time before you can, of yout᷑- 
© ſelf, be acquainted with the ground. 
But I will ſpare you ſuch a tedious 
© and diſagreeable ſtudy, by diſcover- 
ing the characters of both; after which 
6 =o may the more eaſily conduct your. - 
« ſelf. DN Ep Bo 
© I will begin,“ added he, with his 


grace, whois a very pious prelate, in- 
- © ceſſantly employed in edifying and re- 


forming the people, by ſermons of his 
own compoſition, full of Ear 00- 
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had been interrupted by my proſtration ; | 


thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my moſt 

©fecret thoughts. Liſten with attention 
to what 1 am going to ſay: my chief 
* leafure conſiſts in preaching ; the 
© Lord gives a bleſſing. to my homilies ; 
they touch the hearts of ſinners, make 
them ſeriouſly reflect on their conduct, 


and have recourſe to repentance. 1 


| © have ſometimes the ſatisfaction to ſee 
© a mifer, terrified by the images which 
*T repreſent to his avarice, open nis 
© treaſures, and ſquander them with a 
© prodigal hand. I have alſo tore, as it 
© were, the epicurean from his pleaſures; 
© filled hermitages with the ſons of am- 
©bition, and confirmed in her duty the 
* wife who has been ſhaken by the al- 


© lurements of a ſeducing lover. Theſe 
© converſions, which are frequent, ought : 


© themſelves to excite my ſtudy: never- 
theleſs, I will confeſs my weakneſs, I 
© propoſe to myſelf another reward, a 
© reward which the delicacy of my vir- 
© tue reproaches me with in vain! I 
© mean, the eſteem that the world ſhews 


for fine poliſhed» riting. The honour | 
© of being reckoned a perfect orator has 
my imagination: my per- 


© charmed my imaginatio 
© formances are thought equally nervous 


© and delicate; but I Would, of all“ 
© things, avoid the fault of good au- 
©thors, who write too long, and retire | 

jeaſt tittle of | 


Without forfeiting the | 
my reputation. Wherefore, my dear 


Gil Blas,“ continued the prelate, one 
© thing that I exact of thy zeal is, when- 
©< ever thou ſhalt perceive my pen ſmack | 
of old age; and my genius flag, don't 
© fail to advertiſe me of it: for 1 don't 


©truſt to my own judgment, which may 


© be ſeduced by ſelf-love. That obſer- | 
vation muſt proceed from a difin- 


© tereſted underſtanding; and T make 


* choice of thine, which I know is good, 
© reſolved to ſtaid to thy deciſwn.— 


© Thank Heaven, Sir,“ ſaid 1, that 
© period is, far off: beſides, a genius 
©Þ:ke that of your grace will preſerve 


it's vigour much better than any other; 


or, to ſpeak more juſtly, will be al- 
ways the fame. 
© andther Cardinal Ximenes, whoſe ſu- 


« perjor genius, inſtead of being weaken 
6d by age, ſeemed 'to receive new. 


c ſtrength from it.—*No flattery, friend, 
ſaid he, n 
„ am liable to fink all 


«© and the infirmities of the body often af. 
« fe&t the underſtanding. I repeat it to 
* thee again, Gil Blas; as ſoon as thou 
« ſhalt judge nune in the leaſt impaired, 


I look upon you as 


me; I know I 
at once: people 
© at my age begin to feel infirmities; 


i 


4 


| 


EFF .N4 


fes, in or- 


1 


fuſed any favour that was aſked. | 
But what I did for a certain. prieſt 
deſerves, in my opinion, to be told : 
one day, a licentiate, whoſe name was 
Lewis Garcias, a young man of a very 
good appearance, was preſented to me 
by our ſteward; who ſaid, * Signior 
„Gil Bilge, this honeſt clergyman is 
one of wy beſt friends; he was chap- 
lain of a nunnery; and his virtue 
© has not eſcaped ſcandal: ſome people 
© have done him ill offices: with his 
3 8 ow "avs jr omg et him, and 
js unhappily ſo much prejudiced agai 
© him, ier will liftbn to no Hr tak 


tion in his behalf. We have employ- 


ed, to no purpoſe, all the perſons of 
rank in Grenada, to beg that he may be 
© re-eſtabliſhed; but our maſter is quite 
innen TEST ET 
Gentlemen, ſaid 1, you have N 
1 2 br ; NEE l 12 N L e e 


1 


— . —˙ . 


„the wrong way toe work; it would 
c have been better for Mr. Licentia/ if 
no ſolieſtation had been made fof, in 
their endehvours to ſerve! him, they 
have done him a manifeſt injury“ 1 
© am 'welÞ acquainted with mis grace; 
© entreaties and recommendations ſerve 
only to aggravate, in his opinion, the 
„fault of an eecleſiaſtiek. ft was but 
t'other day I heard him ſay to him 
« ſelf, *© The more people a prieſt, who 
«has been guilty of irreaularity, engages | 
to ſpeak to mè in his behalf, the more 
« js the! ſcandal augmented; and the 
« more ſeverity do I exerciſe. . That 
is unfortunate;* replied the ſteward; 
and my. friend would be very much 
© embarraſſed, if he was nbt bleſſed with 
a good hand: happily for him, he 
« writes'to admiration; and, by the help 
of that talent, keeps himſelf out of 
« difficulties.?' 1 was curious to. fee if 
this writing, ſo much extolled, was 
much better than my own; and the 
licentiate, who had a ſpecimen in his 
pocket, ſhewed me a page that I ad- 
mired very much; for it looked like a 
Vriting-maſter's copy. While I con- 
ſidered this beautiful performance, a 
thought coming into my head, I deſi red 
Garcias to leave the paper, telling him 
that 1 might poſſibly make ſome uſe of 
it that would turn out to his advantage; 
that I could not explain myſelf at that 
time, but would next day tell him more 
of the Woe The licentiate, to whom, 
in all probability, the ſteward had made 
an elogium of my genius, withdrew, as 
much ſatisfied as if he had been already 
reinſtated in his office. I was truly de- 
ſirous that he might be ſo; and that 
ſan;e day laboured for him in the fol- 
lowing manner. Being alone with the 
archbiſhop, 1 ſhewed him the writing 
of Garcias, with which my patron ſeem- 
ed quite charmed: then laying hold of 
the opportunity, © Sir,” ſaid I to him, 
« ſince you won't cauſe your homilies to 
© be printed, I wiſh they were at leaft 
« written in this hand. I am fatisfied 
with © thine,” anſwered the prelate; 
© but+1 own, I ſhould not be ſorry to 
* have a copy of my works in that hand.“ 
— Your grace,“ I replied, has nothing 
to do but to ſpeak: the man who 


paints ſo well is a licentiate of my ac- | . 


Kh ee who will be raviſhed/'to_ 
do that ſervice for you; the more, be- 
« cauſe by theſe means he may iatereſt 

4 ede in extricating him from 

the melancholy ſituation in which he 

has the misfortune to be at preſent.” 
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Tue prelate did not fail to aſk the 


\ 


F 


name of the licentiate: upon which” 1. 
ſaid, Heis allen Lewis Gareids, ant. 
eis in deſpair on accbunt 'of having, 
£ incurred” your diſp leafüre ef A 
„Gareis, ſaid he, interrupting m 
Was, if F am not miſtaken, 9 i 

n convent of nuns, and lies under the, 
# cenſure of the church; I remember. 
« ſome e that I. received, 
* againſt him; his morals are but in- 
different. Sir,” ſaid 1, interrupting, 
him in my turn, „1 will not undertake , 
to juſtify him; but I know he has ene 
mies ; and e that the authors. 
of thoſe iu fo ch you have. 
© i} offices, than on telling 

—* That may be,“ replied the arch-. 
* biſhop; © there are abundance of very 
6 dangerous diſpoſitions in this world. 
Beſides, granting thar his conduct 
* has not been always irreproachable, , 
* he may have repented of his miſbe- 
* haviour; and, in ſhort, there is mercy. 
for every tranſgreſſion. Bring the 


* licentiate hither; I take off his ſuſpen- 
CET TEN oe . * 7 


$ $08;* -* | 
Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men 
abate vf their ſeverity, when more dear 
ſelf-intereſt is concerned. The arch- 
biſhop granted, without difficulty, to the 
vain pleaſure of having his works well 
writ, that which he had refuſed to the 
moſt powerful ſolicitations. I carried 
the news immediately to the ſteward, 
who imparted them to his friend: Gar- 
cias, who the very next day, coming to 
make an acknowledgement of thanks. 
ſuitable /to the favour obtained, I pre- 
ſented him to my maſter, who contented 
himſelf with reprimanding him flightly, . 
and gave him the homilies to tranſcribe... 
Garcias acquitted himſelf ſo well, that 
he was re-eſtabliſhed in his miniſtry, . 
and even obtained the living of Gabia, 


a large market-town in the neighbour- * 


hood of Grenada. 25 8 
FWW 


apoplexy.. The dilemma in which G 
Bias Fund Malo and. the bb he: 
tool to be extricated. . in bn 


XX 7 HILE'T thus beſtewed my ſer- 
vices on different people, Don 
Fernando being about to leave Gre- 
nada, I viſited that nobleman before 
his departure, in order to thank him 
anew for the excellent poſt which” He 
had procured for me. I appeared to 
him ſo well fatisfied with my condition, 


| that he faid, * My dear Gil Blas, I am 
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| informations which you haye 
z ſeen, were more bent upon, doing; him 
ing the truth.” 
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den e d thee io; well pleaſed 


15 I my uncle the arghbiſhop.'—* 1 
We charmed, 51 him,“ I replied; 
all never, be able to ſhew my- 

« 71 grateful enovgh for his generolity 
© to me. 7 5 leſs could have con- 
ſoled me for th loſs of Don Cæſar 
c and his ſon,'— 5 am perſuaded,” an- 


ſwered he, that they are both ex- 
e e mortified at your abſence ; | 
1082 per 


haps: you are not ſeparated 
far ever: ortune may, one day bring 
4 ou tog 718 again.“ Melted by theſe 
words, 1 ſi (bed 3, an found at that in- 
ſtaht my love for Don Alphonſo ſo 
reat, that I would have willingly 

grids e archbiſhop, with all the 

reeable hopes he had given me, to. 
return to the caſtle of Leyva, if the ob- 
ſtacte that baniſhed, me from it had been 
removed. Don, Fernando perceived the 
emotions of my ſoul, which pleaſed him 
ſo much, that he embraced me-with 
affection, and aſſured me that his whole 
family would always beara part in my | 
deſtiny. 

Two months after this gentleman's 
departure, in the very zenith of my fa- 
vour, we had a hot, alarm in the epil- 
copal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized 
with a.fit of the apoplexy ; he was, how- 
ever, ſuccoured immediately, and ſuch 
ſalutary medicines adminiſtered, that in 
a Nene s his health was re- «fiabliſhed- 
but his eee had received a 
rüde ſnock, which I plainly perceived 
an the very next diſcourſe which he 

mpoſed, I did not, however, find 
the fference between this and the reſt 
1a ſenſible, as to make me conclude that 
the orator began to flag; and waited; 
for anather homily to fix my reſolution. 
This, indeed, was quite deciſive. Some- 7 
times the good old prelate repeate 
the ſame thing over and over; ſome- 
times roſe too high, or ſunk too low: 
it was a vague diſcourſe, the rheto- 
rick of an old profeſſor, a mere capu- 
cinade.* 

I was not the only perſon who took 
notice of this: the greateſt part of the 
audience, when he pronounced it, as if 
they had been alſo hired to examine it, 
faid ſoftly to one eee This ſer- 

5 ſmells ſtrongly of the apoplexy.“ 

5 Maſter ee ſaid 


of his thoughts, but likewiſe 


charmed with them. 


he replied; 


It then to. ws prepare to do your i 


6 dige 700 that his Srace begins 


1+: amchen mas Aa «pre luck. 


4 — 


a ſarcaſin on \ the ſermon of, the elne, not . 


10% fail 1 it is vous duty to give kim 
notige of it; not only as the een 
eſt ſome 
one of his friends ſhould. befrevenmagh- 

* with, him to prevent you; in that caſe, - 
you know what would happen; your 
name would be. eraſed em his laſt 
© will, in which there is, doubtleſs, a 

: better legacy provided fot you than the 
© library of the Licentiate Sedille. 
After theſe reflections, I made others 
of a quite contrary nature. Jo give 
the notice in queſtion, ſeemed a deli-- 
cate, point; I imagined; that it might 
be ill received by an author like him, 
conceited of his own, hs eo but, re- 
jecting this ſuggeſtion, I repreſented 
to myſelf, that he could not poſſibly 
take it amiſs, after having exacted it 
of me in ſo preſſing a manner. Add to 
this, that 1 depended upon my ge. 
able to mention it with addrefs, an 
make him ſwallow, the pill, without re- 
luctance, In a word, finding that L ran 
a greater riſque in keeping lence than 
breaking it, I determined to ſpeak. _ 
The only. thing that embarraſſed me. 
now was, how to break the ice. Luckily, 
the orator himſelf extricated me from 
that difficulty, by aſking what people 
faid of him, and if they were ſatisfied + 
with his laſt diſcourſe, I anſwered, 
that his homilies were always admired; 
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but, in my opinion, the laſt had not 


ſucceeded ſo well as the reſt, in affecting 
the audience. How, friend i replied 
he, with aſtoniſhment ; has it met with 
© any Ariſtarchus 21 $6 No, Sir,“ ſaid I; 
© by no means: ſuch works as yours 
are not to be criticiſed; every body is 
Nevertheleſs, 
* ſince you have laid your injunctions” 
© upon me to be free and ſincere, I will 
take the liberty to tell you, that your. 
© laſt diſcourſe, in my judgment, has 
not altogether the energy of your other 
* performances. , Are not you-of the 
15 ie opinion ?? 
My maſter grew pale at theſe words; 
and ſaid, with a forced ſmile, So then, 
„Mr. Gil Blas, this piece is not to your 
© taſte }'—* 1 don't ſay ſo, Sir,“ cried I 
quite diſconcerted: I think it excel- 
© lent, although a little inferior to Jour | G 
other works;'—* I; underſtand you, 
1 you think I. Rag, don't 
© you? Come, be plain: you believe 
I n is eine for me to 118. 951 8. 
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GIL:BLAS*OF SANTTEUANE, | 
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* tiring." == 1 ſhould not have been 
ſo bald, ſaid I, as to ſpeak ſo free 
, if your grace had not commanded 
4 25 


me: 1 do no more, there fore, than 


« obey you; and I moſt humbly beg 


that you will not be offended at my 
freedom. God forhi&1-oried he, 


with precipitation; God forbid that 1 
« ſhould find fault with it. In ſo doing, 


J. ſhould, be very unjuſt. I don't at 
« all take it ill that you ſpeak your ſen- 
«© timent ; it is your ſentiment only that 
I find bad. I have been moſt egre- 


« gigufly deceived in your narrow under- 


Though 1 was diſconcerted, L endea- 
voured to find ſome mitigation, in order 
to ſet things to right again; but how is 


one eſpecially who has been accuſtomed 

to hear himſelf. praiſedl Say no mare, 
my child,“ ſaid he; you axe yet too 
« raw to make proper diſtinctions. 
Know, that I never compoſed a bet- 
* ter homily than that which you diſ- 
approve; for my genius, (thank Hea- 


ven) hath, as yet, loſt nothing of it's 
vjgour. Henceforth I will make a 


© better choice of a conſident, and keep 
© one of greater ability than you. Go, 


added he, puſhing me by the ſhoulders 


out of his cloſet; go, tell my treaſurer 
to give you an hundred ducats, and 
© may. Heaven conduct you with that 
«ſum! Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas; I wiſh: 
you all: manner of. proſperity, with a 
little more taſte !? a | 
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The flep that Gil Blas took after the arch- 
br/hop had diſmiſſed him. His accidental 


7 with the licentiate who had been 


o muck obliged to him ; with the grati- 
4 of that pricft. DW TER en 


WEN out of the cloſet, curſing the 


, Caprice, or rather weakneſs, of the 
archbiſhop, and more enraged againſt | 
him than, afflicted: at the loſs of his 


favour. I even doubted ſome time, it 
I ſhould go and touch my hundred du- 


cats; but, after mature deliberation, 1 


was not fool enough to refuſe them. 
ILconſidered, that this money would not 
deprive me of the right of ridiculing 
tbe prelate; in which I was reſolved 
not to he wanting, as often as his ho- 
milies ſhould be brought upon the car- 
pst in rec.. 
IL. went, therefore, and demanded the 
hundred ducats of the treaſurer, with- 
out mentioning a ſingle word of what 


had happened between his maſter and 


— 


—— — —— woes —— — 2  —— 


Meſchior de 1a Ronda, to bid him an 


eternal adieu. He loved me too much 
to be inſenſible of my misfortune, hien 
while I recounted, I perceived 


7 


grief was 50 yverg in his countenance. 
all the reſpect he owed the 


In ſpite o e reſpec | 
archbiſhop, he could not help blaming 
his behaviour. But as I ſwore, in my 
rage, that the prelate ſhould pay for it, 
and that I would make the whole town 
merry at his expence, the ſage Melchi 
ſaid to me Believe me, my deaf Gi 
© Blas, you had better ſuppreſs your re- 


| <fentment. People of an inferior rank 

sought always to refpect perſons of 

©, quality, whatever cauſe they may have: - 

10 given them to complain. | 

it poſſible to appeaſę an incenſed author, ba a, Y me, * een heel 
who ſcarce deferve the leaſt con — 


8 Theie aut 
on; ſome very mean noblemeg, 


nerf 


me; and went afterwards in 


r — — 


tion; but, as they haye the power of 


I thanked the old valet de chambre 
for his good advice, which. 1 promiſed. 


1 


| to. obferve. ' If you go, ſajd he, ©tq 


; 
I: 


* 
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Madrid, you ſhall viſit Joſe 8 
varro, my nephew, who is clerk af the 
5 kitchen to Signior Don Balthazar de 
Zuniga, and (I dare ſay) a young; man 


# 


* 
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© worthy of your friendſhip; Frank, 
& briſk, obliging, and forward to ſerve 


| © his friends: I wiſh he and you may 
become acquainted.” F anſwered, that 


would not fail to wait on this Joſeph 


Navarro, on my firſt arrival at Ta 8 


whither I was determined to go. I. 
then quitted the archbiſhop's palace, 


_ | with an intent never ta ſet foot in it 
again. If I had ſtill keen in polleſſion 


of my horſe, I ſhould have, perhaps, ſet 
out immediately for Toledo; but I had 


ſold him while I was in favour, believ= 


ing that I ſhould have no farther occas 


| fion for his ſervice. I hired a furniſh. 


ed room, reſolving to ſtay a mionth at 
Grenada, and then repair to the: Count 
de Polans” ©: | OT: 


As dinner-time approached, I aſked 

of my landlady, if there was not an 
eating houſe in the neighbourhotod; and. 
ſhe anſwered that there was an excellent 


£ 


one a few ſteps from her houſe, where 
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1 


there was, very; good; accommintitipe, 


and a great deal of good company. 
made her ſhew me the place ; and gair 


| thither a little after, was directed DER. | 
a large hall, which bore ſome reſem- 
'blance to a refeftory. Ten or twelye. 
(people fat at a large table, covered Wit 
a dirty cloth, converſing with one ang? 
ther, while every, one eat his own little- 


: * 


portion. My meſs was Ike wife brought, . 
which, at another time, would 9 Te 
| 5 8 
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leſs have made me regret; the table 


I had loſt; but I was then fo much 
piqued againſt the archbiſhop, that the 
ſcanty allowance of my eating-houſe. 


ſee med pre ferable to the good cheer 1 
had enjoyed in his palace. I condemn- 


ed a variety of diſhes, and arguing like 
the doctor of Valladolid, Unhappy. 
care thoſe,” ſaid I to myſelf, * who fre- 
« quent ſuch pernicious tables, where 
one muſt continually be on his guard 
© againſt ſenſuality, for fear of over- 
© loading his ſtomach! Can one eat too 
4 little?“ In my ill-humour, I praiſed 


thoſe very aphoriſms I had hitherto. 


very much neglected. „ 

While I diſpatched my commons, 
without fear of exceeding the bounds 
of temperance, the Licentiate Lewis 
Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia- 
in the manner al:eady related, .came 


into the hall. He no ſooner perceived | 
me, than he came running to ſalute me 
with the utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather | 


with all the expreſſions of exceſſive joy. 


He hugged me cloſe, and I was obliged 


to undergo a very long compliment, on 
the ſervice I had done him. He fa- 
tigued me with his demonſtrations of 
gratitude. * Fore gad, my dear pa- 
* tron! ſince I have had the good for- 
tune to meet you here, we ſhan't part 
© without a glaſs; but as there. is no 
© good wine in this eating-houſe, I will 
© carry you, if you pleaſe, after our 
* ſcanty repaſt, to a place where I will 
© treat you with a bottle of fine dry 
* Lucena, and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine 
of Foncarrel. We muſt certainly 
commit that debauch. I with 1 had 
the happineſs of enjoying you a few 
© days only at my parſonage of Gabia. 
There you ſhould be received like a 
« generous Mzcenas, to whom I owe 
© the quiet and eaſy life I lead. 

While he talked to me in this man- 
ner, his allowance was ſerved, and he 
went to work; not without ceaſing, 
however, to entertain me, at intervals, 
with ſomething which he thought would 
Batter my vanity. I had laid hold of 
this opportunity to ſpeak in my turn ; 
and as he did not forget to enquire 
about his friend the ſteward, I made no. 
myſtery of my leaving the archbyhop's 
ſer vice. I even related to him the moſt. 


minute circumſtances of my diſgrace, 
to which he liſtened with, great atten - 
| tion, After what he had ſaid to me, 
who would not have expected to hear 
bim, penetrated with the moſt one 
| forrow, exclaim againſt the arel 


89 | ; 


- 


ME ren a ̃ ] — — 
2 7 5 
* 


TEE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES-OFr) 


publik. 


* 


his thoughts. He grew indifferent, and 
penſive; finiſned his dinner without 
ſpeaking. a word; then riſing ſuddenly 

from table, bid me good b'w'ye, in a 


EE and 
* 
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But this was the /fartHeſt' thing from 


cool manner, and diſappeared. The un- 
grateful wretch, ſeeing me no longer in 
a condition to ſerve him, ſpared him- 
ſelf even the trouble of concealing” his 
ſentiments. I laughed at his ingrati- 
tude, and looking at him with all the _ 
contempt he deſerved, 'called 'to him 


aloud, that T might be heard, Holloa! ; 


you ſage chaplain of nuns, go and 


give orders to cool that delicious wine 


* of Lucena, with which you have pro- 
miſed to regale me 
. 
Gil Blas goes to fee a ay at Grenada. "His 
aſtoniſhment at the fight. of one of the 
actreſſes, and the conſequences of that. 
event. „ xn Bog 
NARCIAS: was no ſooner out of 
the hall, than two well: dreſſed 
cavaliers came in and fat down by me: 


they began to talk of the players of the 


Grenada company, and of a new comedy 
which was then on the ſtage. This piece, 


according to their diſcourſe, made a 


great noiſe in the city; and I reſolved 


to go to ſee it that very day; for I had 
not been at a play ſince my arrival at 


Grenada. As I had-almoſt all that time 


lived in the archbiſhop's palace; where 


that diverſion was anathematized, I had 
taken care not to indulge that pleaſure, 
but amuſe myſelf entirely with my mal-- 
ter's homilies. - 

I- repaired, therefore, at the proper - 


time, to the play-houſe, where 1 found 


a numerous aſſembly ; overheard, all 
round me, differtations on the piece, be- 
fore it began; and obferved, that everx 
body underiook to criticiſe it. One 


perſon declared himſelf for, another 
againſt the performance. Was there 


© ever a work better compoſed ??* ſaid 


one on my right. What a pitiful ſtyle !“ 
cried one on my left. Truly, if there 


are a good many bad authors, it muſt 


be allowed there are a ſtill greater num 


ber of wretched criticks; and when I 
conſider the mortifications that drama 
tick poets muſt undergo, I am aſtoniſn- 
ed that there are any ſo bold as to brave 
the ignorance of the multitude, and 
the dangerous cenſure oft witlings, who 
ſometimes corrupt the judgment of the. 
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At length, the Gracioſo“ preſented 
himſelt io open the ſcene. He was ſa- 
luted, on tus firſt, appearance, ith a 
enexal clap; by which I perceived that 
1e, was one. of thoſe fpailed actors, in 
whom the pit pardons every thing, And, 
indeed, this player did not ſpeak one 


word; or perform one geſture, with- 


out attracting applauſe. 


e. 


1 


that it was ſhe ; her ſhape, her features, 
the ſound of her voice, every thing aſ- 
ſured me hat I was not miſtaken, Ne- 

vertheleſs, as if I had miſtruſted the 
evidence of my eyes and ears, I aſked, 
her name of a cavalier who ſat by me. 


Hey! ſaid he, from whence came 


« you? It ſeems you are juſt; arrived, 
« ſince. ybu don't know the fair Eſtella l' 
Ihe reſemblance: was too perfect for 
.me..fo. be deceived by this diſguiſe; 1 
could eaſily perceive, that Lavra,'when, 
ſhe changed her condition, had alſo al- 
tered her name; and curious io know 
her ſituatioo, for the publick is gene- 
rally pretiy well acquainted, with the af- 
fairs of pes ſons in her ſphere, I begged 
to kno of the ſame man, if this Eſtella 
had not ſome gallant of importance. 
He anſwered, that a Portyuguezeinoble- 
man, called the Marquis de Marialva, 
w he had been about two. months at Gre- 
nada, was at a conſiderable expence on 
her account. He might have told me a 
great deal more, if I had not been afraid 
of fatiguing him with queſtions. I was 
more engreſſed by the nev's which this 
cavalier had told me, than by the repre- 
ſentation of the play; and if any body 


had aſked the ſubject of the piece, when 
I came out, he would have embarraſſed 
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upon Laurz, (or Eſtella) and, firmly.rgs 


ſolved to go and viſit her next day z 
though I was not without anxiety about 
the;reception.1 ſhould meet with. I had 


reaſon to believe, that, the ſighit of me 


claim. his acquaintance. All this did not 
diſſuade, me from my deſign of going. 
After a flight repaſt (for ſuch only wy 
eating- houſe afforded) I ent home to 
my lodging, where I waited impatientiy 
for the; next dg... 


- 


. „„ r 
. 1 flept little that night, and got up 


before the fun; but, as 1 concluded 
that a nobleman's miſtreſs would not 
be viſible ſo early, I ſpent three or four 


hours in dreſſing, ſhaving, poydering. 
and perfuming; reſolving to preſent 


myſelf before her in ſuch, a condition 


as would give her no cauſe to bluſn at 


ſeeing, me again. I ſalljed out about 
ten o'clock,,;and repaired to her lodg- 
ing, to which I received a direttion at 
the houſe where the players lived. She 
poſſeſſed the chief apartment of a large 
houſe; the door of which being opened 
to me by a chambermaid, I told her that 
1 wanted to ſpeak with Dame Eſtella. 
The maid went in to lignify my deſire, 


pronounce, with à loud voice, Who 
is the young man? what does he want? 
Let him come in.“ By this 1 conclud- 
ed that I had choſen an unſeaſonable 
time for my viſit; that her Portugueze 
lover was at her toilet; and that her 
reaſon for ſpeaking ſo loud, was to per- 
ſuade bim that ſhe never received ſuſ- 
pected meſſages. My conjecture was 
true; the Marquis de Matjalva com- 
monly paſſed. the morning in her com- 
pany; and I expected a very diſagree - 
able compliment, when this truly origi- 
nal actreſs, ſeeing me appear, ran to 
me with open arms, crying, Ah! m. 
dear brother, is it you.?? and with 
theſe words, embraced me ſeveral times. 
Then turning to her gallant, My lord,” 
faid the, © pardon me for yielding to the 
force of blood in your preſence. Af- 
© ter an abſence of three years, I can- 
not behold a brother, whom I ten- 
« derly love, without giving him ſome 
„marks of my affe 


me not a little: I did nothing but muſe I“ dear Gil Blas,* continued ſhe, addreſ- 
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and I immediately heard her miſtreſs. - 
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fin me anew, tell me ſome news of 
© my family: in what condition did you 
This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt; 
but 1 ſoon diſcovered Laura's intention, 
and ſeconding her artifice, anſwered with 
an air ſuited to the ſcene we had to act, 
© Thank Heaven, ſiſter, our parents are 
© in good health.“ J don't doubt,” ſhe 
rephed, * that you are aſtoniſhed to find 
© me an actreſs at Grenada; but do not 
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© condemn me unheard. Three years 


4 
© thought he had ſettled me to advan- 
© tage, by giving me in marriage to 
© Captain Don Antonio Clo, who car- 
© ried me from the Aſturias to Madrid, 
© where he was born. Six months af- 
© ter our arrival in that city, having had 


„ as you remember, my father 


. © an affair of honour brought upon him 


© by his own violent humour, he killed a 


© cavalier, who had taken it in his, head 
* to favour me with ſome attention. 
© This gentleman being related to per- 


« ſons of great quality and credit, my 


«4 hiifband, who had no intereſt, fled in- 
© to Catalonia, with all the money and 


c£ ;ewels he could find in the houſe ; em- 
e-barked at Barcelona, croſſed into Italy, 


engaged in the ſervice of the Vene- 
4 Klaus, and at laſt loſt his life in the 
« Morea, fighting againſt the Turks. In 
© the mean time, our landed eſtate was 


« confiſcated, and I had buta very ſmall 


© jointare left. What could I do in fach 
© a 'troubltfome extremity ? I could not 


return into the Aſturias : for what 
thither ? alk the conſolation. 


* 7 7 
I ſhould have received from my family, 
© would have been no more than ſym- 
© pathy and condolence. On the other 
» Aa , 4 had been too well ediicated to 
© be capable of embracing a life of li- 
bpertinifſm. Upon what determination 
then could I fix? I have turned actreſs 
to preſetve my character.“ 
The Marquis de Marialva, who loft 
not a word of the whole diſcourſe, im- 
pic believed every ſyllable of what 
Jon Antonio's widow was pleaſed to 
utter. He even joined in the'conver- 
Wale, and afked if I was in any buſi- 
neſs at Grenada, or elſewhere. I was 


in ſome doubt, at that inſtant, Whether 


of no I ſhould tell a lye ; but thinking 
that unneceſſary, I ſpoke truth, re- 


counting every circunnſtance of my en- 


tering into and quitting the archbiſhop's 
ſervice; which afforded infinite diver- 


ſios to the Portugieze nobleman. It is 


true, that notwithſtanding my promiſe 

to Melchior, I made myſelf a little mer- 

ry at the expence of his grace. But the 
| . 8 


- 


I finithe 


me in his favour; 


NTURES' Or 


moſt diverting part of the ſcene was, 
that Laura, who thought I had mvent- 
ed a ſtory in imitation of Her, burſt out 
into lond fits of laughter, which the 
would have probably ſpared; had the 
known that I did not diſſemble.' 
eee ended my ' trarrati6h,” which 
with the lodging I had Hired, 
word was brought that dinner Was on 
the table. Upon which Ewoutd have 
retired, in öder to go and dige at my 
eating houſe; but Laura, ſtopping me, 
ſaid, * What do you dee "ber? 
© you ſhall dine With me: and H won! 


© even ſuffer you to live any longer in & 


| * hired room; for I intehd you th: 


© both eat and lodge in my houſe. * Or- 
der your baggage to be bronght Hither 
© this evening; 1 have a bed to ſpare. 
The Portugueze nobleman, who per- 
haps was not very well pleaſed with this 
hoſpitality, addrefling himſelf tö Lauta, 
ſaid, * No, Eſtella; you have not con- 
© veniehee- for him in theſe «lodgings. 
© Your brother ſeems to be à pretty 
© young fellow ; and the advantage he 
© has int being fo near to you? Tteteſts 
I will take him in- 
© to my ſervice : he ſhali he my füh bur. 


ite ſecretary, and chiefeonfilent. Let 


him not fail to come and ſleep at my 
hotiſe this very night; for- Twill on- 
der an apartment t6 be prepared for 
„the purpoſe. I will allew him a ſa- 
lary of four hundred ducats; and if 
in the ſequel, T have cauſe, as T hope 
© T ſhall," to be ſarisfied with his beha- 


viour, I will put him in à condition 


to conſole himfelf for being 
with the archbiſhop .“ 

The acknowledgments which I made 
to the mat quis at this juncture were fol- 
lowed by thofe of Laura, who impt oved 
upon mine. So ſaying, he ſaluted his 
theatrical princeſs, and went away. She 
led me immediately into à cloſet; where 
ſeeing herſelf alone with me, I ſhould 
«© burſt,” cried ſhe, if I was obliged to 
© reſiſt any longer the inclination 1 have 
© to laugh.“ Then throwing herfelf into 
an ealy chair; and holding her ſides, The 


do ſincere 
(1157 
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laughed immoderately, as if the had hoſt 
her ſenſes. I found it impoſſtble not to 


follow her example; and when we lad - 


Tindelged ourſelves ſufficiently, Cun- 


feſs, Gil Blas,“ ſaid the, that we have 
acted a pleaſant farce : but I did net 
expect ſuch a eataſtrophe; my 1 
being no other than to provide for 
you a table and lodging in my honſe ; 
* which that I might offer with —_— 


'* I made thee pals for my brother. 


dam raviſhed that ſuch a good poſt has 


occurred 


NN 


1 -» 
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_ 4 gceurred to thee by accident. The 


(them fareselt but I am one of thoſe 


ſame cloſet where we had converſed to- 


_ © braced the profeſſion of a player. 


in a fine eſtate which ſhe had e near 
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Marquis de Marialva is à generous 
< nobleman, Who will even exceed his 
proinile in thy favour. Another,“ 


added they 5 might not, perhaps, have 


given ſuch;a gracious reception to one 
© who quits hi- friends without hidding 


good creatures, who cannot help ſee- 
ing again, with leaſure, « rogue whom 
© they have once loved. I candidly ac- 
knowledged my impoiite behaviour, for 
which L aſked-pardon. | She then con- 
ducted me into a very handſome dining- 
room, where we ſat dobn at table; and, 
as a Wwaiting- woman and -lacquey were 
preſeat, behaved: to one another like 
brother and ſiſter, f ; 

Having dined, we went back to the 


pada we There my incomparable 
ura, giving a looſe to all her natural 
gaiety, demanded an account of all my 
adventures ſince our ſeparation.” I made 
a faithful recital of the whole, and when 
I had gratified her curioſity, ſhe gave 
me the ſame ſatisfaction, in recounting 
the following hiſtory of herſelf, | 


x 0 H A P. VII. 
Die hiftory of Laura. 


Am going to relate, as ſuccinAly 
+ as I can, by what accident I em- 


a 
—— 


Great events happened, after you 
© left me in ſuch an honourable manner. 
My miſtreſs Arſenia, rather tired than 
« diſguſted with the world, renounced 
© the ſtage, and carried me with-her to 


© Zamora, with the price of her favours. 
In this city we foon contracted an ac- 
* quaintance; and going thither fre- 
« quently, to paſs a day or two, came 
back again, and ſhut ourſelves up in 
© our caſtle. FFF 
© In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don 
© Felix Maldonado, the corregidor's on- 
© ly ſon, ſawme by accident, and happen- 
ing to be-pleaſed with my appearance, 
« ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
me iu private; which, that I may con- 
© ceal nothing from thee, I own, was fa- 
© cilitated by. myſelf,” He was a cavalier 
6 not yet twenty years old, fair as Love 


© himſelf, a perfect model in ſhape, and ein an archbiſhop's palace. 


ſtill more engaging by his gallant 
and generous behavięur than by his 
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« on his finger; with ſuch a good grace, 
| and preſſing intreaties, that I could 
© not, for my ſoul, refuſe it. I did not 
paſſeſs ſuch an amiable gallant with an 
©1ndifference. ' But what madneſs is it 
in Abigails to attach themſelves to the 1 
young heirs of perfons in authority ! = 
© his father, the moſt ſevere of all cor: - 
« regidors, informed of our correſpon- - 
« dence, made haſte to prevent the con- 
ſequences of it, and ordered me to be 
© apprehended by a troop of alguazils, 
$ who» carried me, regardleſs of my cries; 
tothe Hoſpitatof Compaſſion ®. 4 
* without any other form of proceſs, the 
_ * ſuperior ordered me to be ſtripped of 
my ring and drefs, and cloathed with 
a long gown of grey ſerge, girded a- 
bout me with a ſtrap of black leather, 
from whence a roſary of large beads 
© hung down to my heels. This being 
© performed, I was conducted into a 
C hall, where I found an old monk, of 
© an order that I did not know, who fell 
«© a-preaching penitence to me, much in 
© the ſame manner as Dame Leonardo 
"© exhorted thee to patience in the ca- 
© yern. He told me that I was very 
© much obliged to thoſe who cauſed me 
© tobe ſhut up in that place, for they had 
done me infinite ſervice in reſcuing me 
from the ſnares: of the devil. I will 
* frankly own my eee : far from 
« thinking myſelf beholden to thoſe who '  -.ifi 
had done me that good office, I loaded, 
© them with imprecations. „ 
Eight days I paſſed in afflictingmy- 
« ſelf; but on the ninth (for I counted 
the very minutes) my fate ſeemed to 
bear another aſpect. Groſſing a ſmalk 
© court, I met the ſteward of our houſe, - 
© a perſon who ruled with unlimited 
© ſway ; the ſuperior henſelf-was under 
his command: and he rendered; an 
© account of his ſtewardſhip to none but 
© the corvegidor, on hom alone he de- 
© pended, and xoſe entire confidenee 
ge enjoyed. His name was Pedro 
Zendonos he was born in the town of 
Selleſdon in Biſcay, being a tall, pale, 
meagre man, whoſe figure would have 
| © ſerved as an excellent pattern for the 
picture of a rank gogue. He ſcarcee 
© ſeemed to look at the ters; and, in 
ſhort, thou never ſaweſt ſuch an hypo- 
«critical face, although thou haſt lived 


Well then,“ ſaid ſne, I this 
Signior Zendono, who ſt g _ 
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_ © buſinefs, leaving me to make what 


te acquainted with the Biſcayan, who 


* © him; drawn by two good mules, which 


 E'valet, who conducted the chaife, and 


' © he, ve can ſhelter oui ſelves from his 


© He faid no more, but went about his 


© commentaries 1 pleaſed on ſuch a la- 
© conick text. As I believed him to be 
© good man, I innocently concluded, 
© thathe had taken the trouble of ex- 
© amining into the cauſe. of my confine- 
© ment, and finding me not guilty e- 
* nough to deſerve ſuch unworthy treat- 
mem, was reſolved to do me a good 
* office with the corregidor. I was lit- 


© had quite other intemions. He then 
« reſolved in his mind the ſcheme of a 
journey, which he imparted to me a 
© few days after. My dear Laura,” 
© ſaid he, I am ſo much affected with 
your ſufferings, that I am reſolved to 
«© put an end to them immediately. In 
« fo doing, I know I ſhall embrace m 
« own ruin: but I am no longer maſ- 
« ter of myſelf. I intend to take you 
* out of priſon to-morrow, and conduct 
« you in perſon to Madrid; being re- 
« ſolved to facrifice every thing to the 
« pleaſure of being your dehverer.” 

1 I was ready to ſwoon with joy at 
© theſe words of Zendono, who judg- 
«ing by my acknowledgments, that I 
© longed for nothing ſo much as liberty, 
© had the impudence to carry me off 
next day, in the fight of every body, by 
« the following ſtratagem. He told the 
* ſuperior, that he had orders to bring 
me to the corregidor, who was at a 
© pleaſure-houfe two leagues from 
town; and, with the utmoſt affurance, 
© made me get into a poſt-chaiſe with 


© he hat bought for that purpoſe; and, 
attended by no other ſervants than a 


dns entirely devoted to the ſteward, 
© we' ſet out, not for Madrid, as I ima- 
„ gined, but towards the frontiers of 
Portugal, where we arrived before 
the Corregidor of Zamora could get 
© notice of atir flight, and ſend the beu- 
gles of juſtice in purſuit of us. 
Before we entered Braganza, the 
* Biſcayan made me put on a ſuit of 
men's cloaths, which he had the pre- 
&cautioni to provide. and now looking 
© upon me as fairtyiembarked-with him, 
© ſaid to me, at the inn Where we lodg - 
e aura, be not eee | 
« me for bringing you into Portugal; 
«for 'the — of Zamora will 
« make; ſearch for us in our country, 
«4 as two criminals to whom Spain ought᷑ 
nat to aſſord a retreat. But,” added 
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« although it be, at preſent, under the 
„% dominion of the Spaniſh monarchy. 
« Here we ſhall, at leaſt, be more ſe. 
© cure than in our own country. Fol- 
© low, therefore, a man who adores 
« you z and let us ſettle at Coimbra, 


„here 1 will become a ſpy for the 


« Holy Office; and, under the ſhade of 
«© that formidable tribunal, our days 
„ will ſmoothly glide in caſe and plea- 
teure: - : 5 3 4 
Such a forward propoſal gave me 
to underſtand that Le wich a 
© cavalier who did not chiiſe to redreſs 
© the grievances of damſels, merely for 
© the glory of knight-errantry. I per- 
* ceived that he Jeperided a good deal 
© upon my gratitude, and ſtill more up- 
* on my diſtreſs. Nevertheleſs, though 
* theſe two conſiderations ſpoke to me 
in his behalf, I rejected his propoſal 


J.“ with diſdain. *Tis true, indeed, 


© had two ſtrong reaſons for ſhewing 
* myſelf ſo reſerved : 1 difliked his per- 
© ſon, and diſtruſted his circumſtances. 
But when, returning to the charge, 
© he offered to wed me, as a prelimina- 
ry, and ſhewed me that his Reward- 
* ſhip had put him in a condition to en- 
joy himſelf for a long time, I won't 
© deny that I began to liſten to his ad- 
* dreſſes. I was dazzled by the gold. 
and jewels which he ſpregd before me; 
and found, by experience; that as 
many metamorphoſes are made by in- 
« tereſt as by love. My Biſcayan be- 
came, gradually, quite another man in 
my eyes: his tall withered carcaſe aſ- 
ſumed the form of a fine ſhape ; his pale 
© complexion ſeemed agreeably fair; 
© and I gave a favourable appellation to 
© his hypocritical look. I then accept- 
© ed his hand, without reluctance, ih the 
face of Heaven, which he called towit- 
* neſs our engagement. After this he 
* ſuffered no contradiction on my part; 
« we ſet out again on our travels; and, 


| in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a new 


„family within it's walls; f 


| © My hoſband purehaſed for me fore 


} 


handſome cloaths, adapted to my own 


©fex, and "preſented me with ſeveral 
© diamonds, among which I recolleted 
that of Don Felix Maldonada- This 
*difcovery was ſufficient to make me 
| © gonceive how all the jewels I had ſeen 
vort acquired, and to perſuade me that 
had not married a ſcrupulous ob- 
© ſerver of the ſeventh article of the de- 
© ealogne. - But, confidering myſelf as. 
the firſt cauſe. of his dexterity, I fer- 
gave him in my heart: for a woman 


« reſentment in this foreign kingdom, - 
* * 6 


win excuſe even the bad actions which 
- 468" © EC 
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_ her beauty prompts the men to com- | 
mit; otherwiſe, ſhould have thought 


him an execrable villain. 


+ I was pretty well ſatisfied with him 


for two or three months, during which 
© he behayed ina gallant manner, and 


ſeemed to love me with great tender- 
© neſs : nevertheleſs, theſe marks of af- 


© fection were falſe appearances; for the 
rogue cheated me at laſt. 
c og oy return from maſs, I found 
* nothing at home but bare walls; the 
* whole furniture, with all my baggage, 


© was carried off: Zendono, and his. 
© faithful valet, had taken their mea: - 
| © ſures ſo well, that in leſs than an hour, 
the general pillage of the houſe had 
been begun and finiſhed, in ſuch a 
manner, that with the cloaths only 
_«* which-I had on my back, and the ring 
of Don Felix, . which was luckily on 
my finger, I'faw myſelf abandoned by 
an ungrateful wretch; like another 
Ariadne. But, I aſſure thee, I did not 


amuſe myſelf with making elegies on 


* my misfortunes; I rather thanked | 
© Heaven for delivering me from ſuch 


© a wretch, who could not fail, ſoon of 
late, to fall into the hands of juſtice; 
Land looked upon the days we had ſpent 
together as ſo much loſt time, for 
© which I would ſoon make myſelf a. 
© mends.' Had I been deſirous of ſtay- 
Ling tin Portugal, and attaching myſelf 
to ſome lady of faſhion, I ſhould not 
(have wanted a place: but, whether 
© I loved my own country, or was in- 
fluenced by the force of deſtiny, which 
| by ym wor better fortune for me here, 

©I refolved to return to Spain; and 


© applying to a jeweller, who gave me 


* ready-money for my ring, ſet out 


with an old Spaniſh lady, who was go- 


© ing'in-a Chaiſe to Seville, 

This perſon, whoſe name was Do- 
© rothea, had been to viſit one of her 
relations ſettled at Coimbra, and was 
con her return to Seville, where ſhe liy- 
© ed. There was fuch a ſympathy be- 
« tween her diſpoſition and mine, that we 
© became friends the very firſt day of 
- © our journey; and our mutual affec- 
tion grew fo ftrong on the road, that, 


© on our arrival, the lady would ſutfer ö 


One morn-. 


„ 


© of a better character; and one might 
« tilt perceive, by her features, andthe 


* ſparkling: of her eyes, that in her 
youth many a guittar had been thrum- 


med on her account: indeed, ſhe was 
© the. widow of ſeverable noble huf- 


'© bands, and lived in an honourable ' 


manner on the jointures which ſhe en- 
eee, 5 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe 
© had that of being very compaſſionate to 
« unfortunate young women. When 1 
« imparted to her my own ſtory, ſhe en. 
© tered warmly into my intereſts, and 


1 


beſtowed a thouſand curſes on Zendo- 


© no, What dogs theſe men are! ſajd 


ſtie; in a tone that made me gueſs ſhe 


© had met with ſome ſte ward in her way; 
« perfidious wretches! 1 know there 
« are ſuch villains in the world, Who 
« divert themſelves in deceiving wo- 
men. What I am pleaſed at, my dear 
tc child,” added ſhe, © is; that, accord- 
<< ing to your relation, you are no longer 
© bound to that perjured Biſcayan : if 
« your marriage with him was good 
© enough to fecure your reputation; by 


| © way! of recompence, it is alſo bad e. 


« nough to permit you to get à better, 
« whenever you can find an opportu- 
nix 2065: * EN LY g 
went abroad every day with Dp. 
« rothea, either to church or to vilit ; 
and this being the way to meet with 
© ſame adventure ſoon, I attracted the 
© notice of ſeveral cavaliers: who, in 


order to found: the bulineſs; made in- 


© tereſt with my old Jandlady : but ſome 
* had not wherewithal to make à good 
© ſettlement, and others were ſtill mi- 
© gnors; ſo that I had not the leaſt defire 


© of liſtening to any of them. One day, 


* Dorothea and I took a whim of going 
to ſee a play at Seville“; and, upon 


© conſulting the bill, we found that the 


players intended to act La famoſe come- 

© dia, el embaxador de Si miſuo, compoſed 

© by Lope de Vega Curpio. | 
Among the actreſſes whio appeared 


on the ſtage, I diſcovered my old friend 


Phenicia, that jolly merry wench 


* Seville, the capital of Andalufia, in Spain, is fituated in a fertile country on the river Cua- 
dalquiver, over which it has a ſtout bridge of ſeventeen boats, which joins the city ta a large 
ſuburb. on the other ade. The compafſs of the city, including this fuburb, is ſuppoſed to be 
near fourteen miles, but the wall is only eight. I; is very ſtrang, and adorneÞwith fifteen 


gates and a hundred and ſixty-fix towers. The number 
yniverhty,, and 


= three hundred thouſand, It has alſe a 


inhabitants is reckoned to amount 
great number of ſtudents, 


ty, and à great nun 
Among the manufactures carried on ia this city; thoſe of the lk. and ſilver ſtuffs are the mol 


coghderable. de is an eee 
apap ta 3 hundred and twenty thouſand d 


of. great antiquity ang dignity, It's revenue 
be per ett 7 San. we 


B b hom 


« < aft; 2 . e 0 
- - b — — — 2323 „ St < * wm . ; 
"=; id es nr nne l — — Ts 4 — 2 . Y — 
. { x * — YE E. Jy 2 2 rey "a - 2 4 2 — — 2 _— * reno « ED OR - 
n n n * —. 4228 — "rt 4 TIF ; 1 — . 
* — R — hy — Heer SFU Fer W — | a te 3" 4 : 
- . d 3 — r 2 - —— 1 


bag a 2 n 
r 8 


* — 
an 4 
7 


* —— 
— 3 3 
l 8 
ee * nee 
8 5 

— | 


2 W poo 
— 93 — > IT rr 

bY s. 4 - 7 bats Tos — 

5 ee e e eee 


——  ——  —  —_—_——_— 


aus feed; 


296 THE HISTORY AND. ADVENTURES OF 


* 


« whom thou haſt ſeen when ſhe was | * ourſelves of the ſtate of aura; a 


4; © waiting-maid to Florkmonda, and with | © Phenicia aſked what I intended to do: 
N :* whom thou haſt ſometimes {upped at [| © 1 anſwered, that I was reſolved, until 
= -* Arſenia's houſe,” I knew that ſhe had ] * ſomething: better ſhould caſt up, to en- 
mm  - .4not been in Madrid for two years be- | $1er into the ſervice of ſome young lady 
1 fore, but was ignorant of her being an | of quality. Ofye l eried my trieuq, 
©! © actreſs. Having an eager. deſire of f you joke ſure] ls it poſſible, my dear, 
| i «embracing her, I found the piece very“ that thou art not yet diſguſted wüh 
4 _ © tedious ; but this might be the fault off ſervitude ? Art thou not tired) with 


the actors, who played either too ill orf“ ſeeing thyſelt ſubiected tõ another's 
* too well to yield me amuſement; for | will; with hamovring the caprices of 
' © as to me, who am a merry cre:- | * a miſtreſs; with hearing thyſeſF re- 
1 ture, I own myſelf as much diverted “ proached; and, in one word, with 
1 © by a player who. is perfectly ridic- | © being a ſlave? Why wilt thou not, by 
47 * Jaus, as by one who is excellent in his | ** iny example, embrace atheatricab life: 

| HEE. © nothing can be more convement for 


119 97 © way} .:: ; I . N 

I * | mT. Atlomh, the moment I. waited for“ hes ct ſpirit; Who have neither 
1 [ © being arrived, that is, the end of La“ birth nor fortune; it is a ſituation 
HET © © famoſa comedia; my widow and 1 went “ that holds the middle place between 
HEH * behind the ſcenes, where we perceived f the nobility and citizens; an unre- 
it $4 ; * Phenicia acting the coquette, and lif. 4“ ſtricted condition, free of that deco- 
i „ „ tening with affectation to the ſoft “rum which js ſo troubleſome to ſo- 
tt 1 „ warbling of a young bird, which. it“ ciety. Our revenues are paid in ready 


* ſeems had allowed itſelf to be inſnared | **. cath. by the publick, which is our 

by her declamation. She no ſooner “ bank; we live in continual mirth, and 
© obſerved me, than quitting her ad- | *jpend our money as we get it. 100 

* mirer with a courteous air, ſhe came | - The ſtage,” added ſhe, is parti- 
9 * towards me with open arms, and load- | A cularly favourable to women: while 
1 ed me with careſſes. We expreſſed | ©©-I lived with Florimonda, (I bluſh at 


04 our mutual joy in ſeeing one another | 44 the remembrance of it!) I was redu- 
fl £4 again; but the time and place not per- | ced to the neceſſity of liſtening to the 
i 1 © mitting us to launch out into a long “candle - ſnuffers of the prince's com- 
11 * converſation, we deferred it till next] pany; not one man of faſhion paid the 
1 © day, when we might diſcourſe together] leaſt attention to my figure, What 
A 2. more fully. at her lodgings. :; | «© was the cauſe of this unimportance? 


The itch of talking is one of the | © I was not ſeen: the fineſt picture has 
© moſt eager paſſions of women: I could“ not it's effect, except in a particular 
not cloſe an eye the. whole night, ſo | © light; but ſince I have been placed 
* much did I long to engage Phenicia, “on my proper pedeſtal, (that is, on the 
and worry her with queſtions upon“ ſtage) Heavens, what a change has 

4 queſtions. © God knows, 1 was not lazy | © happened! I ſee at my heels the 
in getting up to repair to her lodging, | ©* gayelt youths of all thoſe towns 
according to the direct un ſhe tad gi- f“ through which we paſs. An actreſs, 
ven me | She lived with the whole“ therefore, enjovs a great dea! of plea- 
company in a large hired huuſe; which, | *-ſure-in her occupation: if ſhe is pru - 
© when I entered, I met a maid-ſervant, ““ dent, I mean, if ſhe favours one gal- 
c who, when I deſired her te conduct ]“ lant only at a time, ſhe has all the ho- 
s me to Phenicia's apartment, ſhewed © nour imaginable paid her; her chaſti- 
me up to a gallery, on one ſide of which | © ty is applauded, and when ſhe changes 
© were ten or twelve ſmall chambers, “ her lover. the is looked upon as a real 
divided from one another by partitions | © widow who marries a ſecond. hufſ- 
© of deal boards only, and polleiſed -by | © band: nav, if a widow takes a third, 
the joyous band. My guide knocked | © ſhe is ſpoken of with contempt, and: 
sat a door, a hich Phenicia, whole tongue | ** (aid ta have infringed, the delicacy of 
© itched as wel) as mine, came and open- | ** her ſex; whereas the actreſs ſeems to 


x ed. Scarce did we allow ourſelves | © be more and more regarded, en e 
14 6 time to it, before we began to chatter. portion to the increaſe of her admi- 
1 < We had a ſevere bruſh, and uttered in | © ters. Afier ſhe has gone through an 
i: | our turns ſo marry interrogations, that |-** hundred intrigues, ſhe is ſtill a morſel 
1 © the queſtions and replies ſucceeded “ for a lord.“ ps . 8 ö 
| i one another with amazing volubility: ] To whom do you talk in this man- 


After having recounted our mutual ner?“ ſaid I, interrupting her. “ DO 
adventures, and reciprocally infor med * you think 1 am ignorant of theſe 
— 6 ; — 6 + Od AY FI e « advantages? 


* 


ä 
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«« ſtage ; but that alone is not ſufficient ; 
talent is abſolutely neceſſary, and i have 
% none; for when 1 ſometimes attempt- 
ed to repeat paſſages of plays before 
„% Arſenia, the has alwars tound fault 
« with my performance, ſo that I was 


4 diſguited at the proſeſſion.“ Thou 
art egſil diſcourages,” replied Pheni- 


(cia; doſt thou not know that theſe 


great actreſſes are commoniy jealous? 
„ They are afraid, in ſpite of all their 
„% yanityy of being eclipied. In ſhort, 1 
« won't take Arſema's word for thy 
<6. incapacity z for the was certainly in- 


« flattery, that thou art born for the 
e ſtage; chou haſt genius, à free and 
% graceful carriage, a ſweet voice, a 
„ good cheit, and withal a face! Ah, 
4 baggaze,.how many cavaliers wilt thou 
4+ charm, it thou turneſt actreſs!'“?ꝰ 
« She pled me with more ſueh ſe - 
ducing diſtourſe, and made nie pro- 
5 nounce ſome verſes; that ſhe herfelf 
might judge of my capacity for act- 
ing: but when ſhe” heard me, it was 


4 mquite another caſe ; ſhe! overwhelmed 


4 me with applauſe, and preferred me 
to all the actreſſes in Madrid. After 
this, I ſhould have been inexcuſable, 
had I doub ed my own merit. Ar- 
ſenia ſtood impeached and convicted 


l of envy and inſincerity; and I could 
not help allowing that I was an ad- 


mirable ſubject. Two actors, who 
happened to come in àt that inſtant, 
and before whom Phenicia obliged me 
to repeat the verſes which Fhad alrea- 
dy recited to her, we feized with a 
Kind of extaſy; froh which they no 
« ſooner recollected theniſelves, than 
* they loaded me" with praiſe. In 
good earneſt, had the three wagered 
with one another which of them ſhould” 
applaud me moſt, they could not have 
« employed more hyperbolical expreſ- 
«© fions. My modeſty was not proof 
* againſt ſach elogiums : I began to 
' © believe myſelf of fome value; and 
thus my thoughts were turned towards 
the (tage. 55 W ; 


Come on then, my dear,“ ſaid 1 


© to Phenicia; the affair is determin- 
ed: I will follow thy advice, and 
g enter into the company, provided 
de they think well of it.“ . friend, 
«* tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
*hugged me in her arms; and her two 


* comrades ſeemed no leſs delighted to 
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„tod me in theſe Tentiments, We 
© agreed that next day 1 fhould repair 
6 the theatre in the morning, and 


before the whole company aſſembled, 
© ſhew' the ſame fample of my oo 
* 


that I had exhibited to them. 
nad acquired the good opinion of thoſe 
* who were at Phenicia's' lodgings, all 


© the actors judged of me ſtill more fa- 


* vourably 'when I had” pronounced 
© about twenty verſes in their preſence. 
They received me very willingly into 
their company; and then I was wholly 
* engrofſed by my firſt appearance, 
which, that 1 might render as gay as 
« poſſible, I employed. upon it All the 


money that remained from the ſale of 


my ring; and though I had not enough 
to make à ſuperb figure, 'T at ol 
found means to ſupply the want ol 


* magnificence by a genteel taſte in my 


At length I appeared on the ſtage 
for the firſt' time; and then, what 


* thundering applauſe, what elogiums 


was 1 favoured with! It is downright 
* modeſty, my friend, to ſay ſimply, that 


1 raviſhed the audience; one muſt 


have been witneſs of tlie ndiſe I made 
«at Seville to believe it. I became the 


diſcourſe of the whole city; which, 
* during three weeks, came in crowds 
to the play-houſe, in ſuch a manner, 


that the company, by this novelty, re- 
called the publick, which had began 


to deſert them. I began, then, in a 
manner that charmed every body; 


and this was the ſame thing as if I had 


© advertiſed myſelf to be let to the 


© higheſt bidder. Twenty cavaljers, of 


© all ages, -outvied one another in their 


« profters to me; and if I had followed 
my own inclination, ' I would have 


© choſen him who was young and hand-. 


ſome: but people of our ſtamp ought 
© to conſult nothing but their intereſt 
© and ambition, when a fettlement is 


depending. For this 'reafon, Don 
© Ambrolio de Nifana, a man already 
Cold and ugly, but rich and generous, 


© and one of the moſt powerful noble- 
men of Andaluſia, had the preference. 
$-'True, indeed; I made him purchaſe 


© my favours at a good price; he hired . 


for me a grand houſe, which he fur- 
© niſhed in a very magnificent manner, 
gave me an expert cook, two lacquies, 
© a chamber- maid, and a thouſand du. 
© cats for my monthly expence, over 


and above rich cloaths, and a pretiy 


© large quantity of jewels. 
What a change was this in my for- 


6 its 


*.tune! My reaſon could not ſupport 
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vit: I appeared to myſelf, all of a ſud- 


« forgetin a little time the meanneſs and 
* miſery from which they are reſcued 


$ by the caprice of quality. I will make | 
© a ſincere confeſſion; the. applauſe. of 


© the publick, the flattering diſcourſe 
© that I heard from all quarters, and 
$ the paſſion of Don Ambroſio, inſpired 
me with ſentiments of vanity. that 


© amounted to mere extravagance. | 1 


$ conſidered/my talent as a noble title; 


* I aſſumed the airs of a woman of qua- 
© lity ; and becoming as covetous as 1 


© had before been prodigal of my ſmiles, 
c reſolved. to limit my proſpect to dukes, 
© counts, and marquilles, only. . _ 

©. © Signior de Niſana came to ſup at my 
© houſe every evening with ſome of his 
friends; and I, on my ſide, took care 
© to invite the moſt engaging of our 
© aftreſſes ; ſo that we commonly ſpent 
© the beſt part of the night in drinking 


and making merry. I accommodated 


© myſelf mighty well to ſuch an agree- 
« able life, which, however, laſted but 
« ſix months. Noblemen are apt to 
« change, otherwiſe they would be too 
f amiable, . Don Ambroſio for ſook me, 
« for a conqueſt he had made of a young 
« creature from Grenada, who had ar- 
« rived, at Seville, with ſome charms, 
« and the talent of diſpoſing them to the 
« beſt advantage. My affliction at his 
« inconftancy did not laſt, however, 
longer than four and twenty hours. 
1 choſe in his room a cavalier ef two 
and twenty, called Don Lewis de Al- 
« cacer; to whom, in point of perſon, 
« few Spaniards could be compared. 
Thou wilt, doubtleſs, aſk, and thou 
© haſt reaſon ſo to do, why I took ſuch 
ca you 
when I knew the conſequences of fuch 
£ a Choice. But, beſides that Don Lewis 
« had neither father nor mother, and 
already enjoyed his eſtate, I muſt tell 
« thee, that theſe conſequences are not 
to be dreaded but by girls of ſervile 
condition, or unhappy the-adventurers. 
Women of our profeſſiva are privi- 
© leged perſons, and not at all anſwer- 
© able for the effects that our charms 
© produce. So much the worſe for 
© thoſe families whoſe heirs we pillage | 


« Alcacer and I attached ourſelves ſo 


© ſtrongly to one another, that no mu- 
«© tual paſſion, I believe, ever equalled 
© that with which we were inflamed. 
«We loved with ſo much fury, that 
one would have thought we were both 
© enchanted: and thoſe who were ac- 


nobleman for my gallant, 
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den, quite another perſon; and I am | 

s not ſurprized that there are girls who 


* quainted- with our correſpondence, 
© believed us the moſt happy lovers in 


© the world though we were, in reality, 


5 the a moſt miſerable. If Don Lewis 
© had à perſon altogether amiable, he 
„was at the fame time fo jealtons, that 
© he afflicted: me inceſſantly. with unjuſt 
© ſuſpicions, It was in vain for me to 
accommodate myſelt to this weaknefs, 
* to conſtrain myſelf ſo far as not to 
look upon a man. His diſtruſt, inge- 
nious in finding out crimes to lay to 
* my charge, rendered my caution alto- 
« gether uſeleſs. Our moſt tender mo- 


© ments were always diſturbed by quar- 


* rels, whiclvit was impoſſible to endure. 
Both of us lofi our patience, and we 
broke in a friendly manber. Wouldſt 
thou believe it? we looked upon the 
* Jaſt day as the moſt charming of our 
commerce. . Equally fatigued with the 
* troubles we had undergone, we ex- 
* prefſed the utmoſt joy in our mutual 
adieu. We were like two miſerable 
* captives, who, after a rude ſlavery, at 
* haſt recover their freedom. 
.* Since that adventure, I am always 
on my guard againſt love, I will no 
more contract attachments that may 
* diſturb my repoſe : it does not become 
« thoſe: of our profeſſion to figh like 
other people: and we ought not te 
« entertain in private a paſſion, the ridi. 
© cule of which we repreſent in pub. 
6 lick. ' N44 e464 Frach $ 
About this time I afforded: fome 
© employment. ta Fame, which reported 
© every where that I was an inimitable 
* actreſs. On the aſſurance of this god. 
* defs, the players of Grenada-wrote-td 
me, propoling that 1 ſhould enter intq 
* their company; and, to let me know 
* that the propoſal was not to be re. 
jected, ſent nie an account of their 
daily expence, and the terms of their 
offer; from which 1 concluded, that 
* it would be for my intereſt to comply. 
I accepted it, therefore; though, at 
bottom, I was grie ved at parting from 
© Phenicia and Dorothea, whom 1 loved 
das much as one woman: is capable of 
* loving others of her ſex. I left the 
* firſt buſy in melting the plate of a 
© little merchant-goldſmich, who, out 
© of vanity, would have an actreſs for 
© his miſtreſs. 1 forgot to tell thee, 
© that, when I devoted myſelf to the 
* ſtage, I changed, through whim, 
name from Laura into that af Efteila; 
under which appellation I ſet out for 
© Grenada, e . 
lere my firſt a 
lets lucky than at 80 


e 
22 myſelf 


1 faw; for the firſt time, t 
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s myſelf at once ſurrounded by admi- 
© rers; but being reſolved to favour | 


none except in an honourable way, 1 
© hehaved to them with ſo much reſerve; 


that they were blinded by my affected 


© modeſty; Nevertheleſs, that I might 
© not be the dupe of a conduct that 


I wonld be of no ſervice, and which 


indeed was not natural to me, I was 
© going to liſten to a young judge, of 
© the citisen race, who aſſumed the no- 
© bleman by virtue of his office, a ſump- 
© tyous wit and rich ee when 

e Marquis 
© de Marialva. This Portugueze lord, 
ho travels through Spain out of cu- 
© riolity, ſtopped on his way at Grenada; 
«and coming to the play one night, 


when 1 did not act, conſidered with 


« great attention the attreſſes who pre- 
« ſented themſelves, and found one to 


_ © his liking. He made an acquaintance 


« with her the very next day, and was 
ready to conclude the bargain, when I 
© appeared on the ſtage. My figure, 
© and the air I gave myſelf, turned the 
« weather-cock all on a ſudden, and my 
« Portugueze attached himſelf to me 
t only. To confeſs the truth, as I was 
© not ignorant that my comrade had 
© pleaſed that nobleman, I ſpared no- 
thing to deprive her of hey conqueſt 3 
and I had the. good fortune to accom- 


b pliſn it. 1 know that ſhe beats me a 


© erndge for my ſucceſs, but I could 
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not help doing itz and the onght to 


© conſider it as a thing ſo natural to 
women, that the beſt friends make 


no ſoruple of pracłiſing it on one ano- 


ther.“ e | 
CHAP. VOL 
De reception which Gil Blas met with from 


' the players of Grenada, and his finding 
an 4 acquaintance behind the ſcenes. . 


t them together; telling the ſtew- 


wide t 


baggage to be carried to the Marquis 
de Marialva's houſe, to which he gave 


ww 


I would rejoin” her 
at the theatre, as foot as I ordered my 


me a direction. I went mrs 4 
my on room; from hende, after 
Sn 23 Ts 


| and ready to begin. 


I AGES ———— —— > oO oo 


having ſatisned my landlady, I fepaired, 
with a man who carried my portman- 
teau, to a large furniſhed houſe where 
my new maſter/ lodged. I met at the 
door his ſteward, who aſked me if I 


was not Dame Eſtella's brother; and, 


upon my anſwering in the affirmative, 
ſaid, Signior Cavalier, you are very 


welcome: the Marquis de Marialva, 
© whoſe ſteward I have'the honour to 


© be, has ordered me to give you a hand- 


© ſome reception. There is a chamber 


prepgred for vou, to which; if you 
© pleaſe, 1 ſhall ſhe you the way.“ So 
ſaying, he carried me to the top of the 
houſe, and ſhewed me into's chamber 
ſo ſmall, that a very narrow bed, a 
cheſt, and two chairs, quite filled it. 

This was my apartment; * You won't 
© be very much at large in this place,“ 


ſaic my guide; but, to make you - 


* amends, you ſhall be lodged in a ſu« 
* perb manner at Liſhon.* I locked my 
portmanteau in my cheſt, put the key 
in my pocket, and aſked at what hour 
they ſupped. It was anſwered, that 
the Portugueze nobleman kept no table 


at home, but gave a certain month] 


ſum to each domeſtick for his board. 
put other queſtions to him, and learne 
thatthe people belonging to the marquis 
were a parcel of happy fluggards. After 
a ſhort converſation, I left the'ſteward, _ 
to go in queſt of Laura, agreeably en- 
groſſed with the preſage I had conceived 
of my new place. | BENE: 
As ſoon as I arrived at the play- 
houſe door, and told that I was Efſtella's 
brother, I was immediately admitted. 
You might have ſeen the guards as eager 
in making a paſſage for me, as if I had 
been one of the moſt conſiderable noble- 
men of Grenada. All the fervants and 
door-keepers whom 1 met made me 
profound bows. But what I wiſh I 
could parnt to the reader, was my ſerio- 


| comical reception behind the ſcenes, 


where I found the company all dreſſed, 
he men over- 
whelmed me with embraces; and the 
women, in their turns, applying their 
painted faces to mine, covered it with 
white and red. Exch-defirous of being 
the firſt to make their compliment, they 
ſpoke all together: it was iftipotſitle 
for me alone to anſwer; but my ſiſter 
came to my aſſiſtance, and her indefati- 
gable tongue did not leave me in debt 
to any one. Th 
The embraces bf the actors and ac- 
treſfes did for ſuffice; for 1 wis alſd 
obliged to undergo the civilities of the 
feene-painter, the muſick, prompter, 
* candle» 
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candle - ſnuffer and his deputy ; in ſhort, 
of all the ſervants of the theatre, who, 
on the report of my arrival, came run - 
ning to behold me. One would have 
thought that all theſe people were 


foundlings, who had never ſeen a bro- 


ther betore. | 
Meanwhile the performance begun; 


and fome gentlemen, who were behind 


the ſcenes, ran to their places; while 
I, like a child of the houſe, continued 
to converſe with thoſe oi the actors 
who were not on the ſtage. Among 
theſe, I heard one called Melclior: 
I was ſtruck with the name; I conſi- 
dered with attention the perſon who 
bore it, and i ined I had teen him 
ſomewhere. I at length recollected him 
tobe Melchior Zapata,that poor ſtroller, 
who, as I obſerved in the firſt volume 
of my hiſtory, ſoaked cruſts of bread in 
a ſpring. + | 

Taking him afide accordingly, * I 
© am miſtaken,” ſaid I, if you are' not 
that Signior Melchior with whom 1 
© had the honour to breakfaſt one day 


sat the fide of a clear ſpring between 


Valladolid and Segovia. I was in com- 
*pany with a journeyman barber; we 
« had ſome proviſions. in a knapſack, 
© which, being joined to yours, made up 
*2 pretty little repaſt, which was ſea- 
* foned with a thouſand agreeable ſal · 
© lies.* Zapata having muſed ſome mi- 
nutes, anſwered, You mention a 
* circumſtance which I recal without 
difficulty: I was then returning to 
 * Zamora, from having made an un- 
« ſucceſsful attempt on the ſtage at 
Madrid: I remember the ſame thing,” 
ſaid 1, * by this token, that you wore a 
* jacket lined with play-bills. You ſee 
„ have not forgot it, no more than 
* that you complained at that time of 
* having too chaſte a wife. —“ Oh, 1 
have no cauſe to complain of that at 
* preſent !* ſaid Zapata, with precipita- 
tion; egad l my goſſip is very much 
5 reformed in that particular, and there- 
fore my jacket is better lined than for- 
14 merly.* | | 1 

I was going to congratulate him on 
his wife's reformation, when he was 
obliged to leave me, in order to appear 
upon the ſtage. Curious to know his 
ſpouſe, I made up to an actor, and de- 

d he would ſhew her to me. This 
he did, ſaying, * There ſhe is; that is 
« Narciffa, the handſomeit of our ladies, 
« your, filter excepted.* I immediately 
concluded, that this actreſs muſt be ſhe 
in fayour of whom the Marquis de 


he had feen Eftella ; and my conjecture 
was but too true. When the play was 
over, I conducted L»ura to her lodging; 
where 1 perceived ſeveral cooks pre- 


paring a great entertainment. Thou 


* mayeſt ſup here,” ſaid ſhe. I won't 


indeed,“ ſaid 1; the marquis, per- 


hays, will chuſe to be alone with you.“ 
— O, not at all P ſhe re lied; he is 
to be here with 140 of his friends and 
© one of our gentlemen; aud it is in 
* thy own option to make a ſixth. Thou 
© knowelt that, in the houſes of actreſſes, 
© ſeEretaries have the privilege of eating 
« with their maſters.” —I'rne,” ſaid 1; 
but it would be a little too early for 
me to put myſelf on the footing of a 
favourite ſecretary : 1 muf? firſt enjoy 
© his confidence, before 1 can merit that 
© honourable privilege.* So ſaying, I 
left her; and repaired to my eating- 
houſe, which I intended to frequent 
every day, ſince my maſter kept no table 
at home. WT e 
D 
He ſupped that evening with an extraordi- 
nary man , an account of what happened 
between lem. 0 
Obſerved in the hall a kind of old 
monk, cloathed in coarſe grey cloth, 
who was at ſupper all alone in a cor- 
ner. Sitting down, out of curioſity, 
juſt oppoſite to him, I ſaluted him very 
civilly, and he ſhewed himſelf no leſs 
eee My pittance being brought, I 
egan to diſpatch it with a good dea! 
of appetite ; and while I eat in ſilence, 
I frequently looked at this perſon; whoſe 


eyes I always found fixed on mine. 


Fatigued with his ſtubborn perſeverance 
in looking at me, I addreſſed him in 
theſe words: Father, have we ever 
* ſeen one another before? You obſerve 
me as if I was not altogether unknown 
to vou.“ | 555 | 4 i 

He anſwered, with great graviry, 
* My reaſon. for fixing my eyes upon 
«you, is to admire the prodigious va- 
© riety of adventures. which are marked 
in the features of your face. I ſee," 
ſaid I, with an air of raillery, that your 
« reverence deals in metopoſcopy. 
may boaſt of poſſeſſing that art, replied 
the monk; * and of having made pre- 
* ſages which have been verified by the 
© event. I am alſo ſkilied in: chiro« 
« mancy, and will venture to ſay, that 
my oracles are infallible, when I hate 
© compared the inſpection: of the hand 
© with that of the 1 „ 


Marialva had declared himſelf, before Although this old man had all the 
„ 5 N 
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| appearance of a wiſe perſon; I thought 
_ him 


ſo fooliſh, that I could not help 
laughing in his face. Inſtead of being 
offended, he ſmiſed ar my unpoliteneſs, 
and continyed ſpeaking in theſe words, 


after having caſt his eyes around the 


hall, to be aſſured that nobody liſtened, 
am not ſurprized to fee you fo pre- 
judiced againſt two ſciences which are 


looked upon as frivolous in this age. 
The long and painful ſtudy which they 


demand diſcourages all the learned 
„ men, who renounce and decry them, 
© out of deſpairot acquiring them. For 
© my own port, I am not diſcouraged 
by the obſcurity in which they are 
© ſhrouded, no more than by the diffi- 
© culties/which inceſſantly occur in the 
© ſearch ot chymical ſecrets, and in the 
wonderful art of tranſmuting metals 
c jnto gold ner die, 


fo 


But I don't conſider, added he, re- 


collecting himſelf, - that I ſpeak to. a 
young cavalier, to whom my diſcourſe 
© muſt in effect appear quite chimerical. 
© A ſample of my {kill will diſpoſe you 
© much better than all I can ſay to judge 
© more favourably of my art.“ With 


| theſe words, he took out of his pocket 
u phial full of red liquor; and then 


ſaid, * Here is an elixir which I com- 
« poſed this morning of the juice of cer- 
© rain plants diſtilled in an alembick ; 


for I have employed al moſt all my life, 
(like Democritus, in -findin 
1 Ker of minerals and ſimples. 
o 


out the 


ou ſhall ſee it's virtue put to the 


© proof. The wine which we now drink 


© to ſuppe?, though it is execrable, ſhall 
© become'excellent.* So ſaying, he put 
into my bottle two. drops of his elixir, 
which rendered my wine more delicions 
than the beſt that is drank in Spain. 
The marvellous ſtrikes the 1magina- 
tion; and when once that is gained, the 
judgment is no longer uſed. ' Charmed 


with ſuch a fine ſecret, and perſuaded 


that he muſt be more than the devil who 


could find it out, I cried, in a tranſport 


of admiration, * Oh, father! pray par- 
© don me, if I took you at firſt for an 
© old fool; I now Uo juſtice - to your 
© capacity, and need no more than I 
© have ſeen to be aſſured, that you 
could, if you pleaſed, convert, in an 
© inſtant, a bar of iron-into an ingot of 
© gold. How happy ſhould I be could 
] poſſeſs ſuch an admirable ſcience !* 


Heaven preſerve you from ſuch an 


«© acquiſition,? ſaid the man, rags 
ou 


1 with a profound ſighhn: 
N cas 


't know, my ſon, what a ſecret 
No. 80. | Se 


times like a prieſt or mon 


you wiſh for. Inſtead of envying, ra- 


ther pity me, for having. beſtowed ſo 
much pains to make myſelf unhappy. 
J live in continual difquiet. | 1 am 


afraid of being difcovered, and that my 


© labours will be rewarded by perpetual 
« impriſonment. In this apprehenſion, 
I lead a wandering life, diſguiſed ſome- 

k and ſome- 
times like a peaſant'or cavalier, Is it 
© then an advantage to know how to 
make gold at that price? and are not 
© riches a real puniſhment for thoſe per- 


ſons who cannot enjoy them in tran- 


6 quillity ?? 5 
This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very 


\ 


ſenlible, I ſaid to the ſage, * There is 


© nothing like a quiet life : you give me, 
a diſguſt at the philoſopher's ſtone ;; 


and 1 will be contented with learning. 
of you the future events of my life.” 


more ſatisfattion,* - _ 


| maſters; and havir 


—* With all my heart, child,” anſwered 
he; I have already made my remarks 


gon your features; let us now fee your 
© hand,” I preſented it to him with a 
confidence that will not do me much 
honour in the opinion of ſome readers; 
and he having examined it with great 
attention, exclaimed, in a fit of enthu- 
ſiaſm, Ah! what tranſitions from 
grief to joy, and from joy to grief! 
What capricious ſucceſſions of miſ- 
fortune and proſperity | But you have 


© already experienced a great deal of 


© theſe vicithtudes. You have not a 
great many more affliftions to under= 
go; and a nobleman will confer upon 
« you an agreeable deſtiny, not ſubject 
to change.“ Atter having aſſured me, 

that 1 might depend on this prediction, 
he bade me farewel, and went out of 
the eating-houſe, leaving me quite en- 
groſſed with the things which I had 
heard. I did not at all doubt that the 
Marquis de Marialva was the noble - 
man in queſtion ; and, of conſequence, 
nothing ſeemed more poſſible than the 
accompliſhment of the oracle. But 
though I had not ſeen the leaſt appear - 
ance of probability, I could not have 


helped repoſing an entire belief in the 


pretended monk, ſo much authority had 
he acquired in my 4 er by his elixir. 
On my ſide, that I might haſten the 
9 that was predicted to me, I 
reſolved to attach myſelf to the marquis 
more than I had done to any of my 
formed this reſo— 
lution, I retired to 6ur houſe in a tranſ- 
port of joy that I cannot expreſs. Never 
did a woman leave a fortune-teller with 
- _CHAP. 
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SOM ASP Ret 
The commiſſion that the Marquis de Marialua 
25 * rad reg and the manner in 
which that faithful ſecretary acquitted 
himſelf of ix ft / Y acquitted 


THE marquis was not yet come home 
1 fromthe lodgings of his actreſs ; 
and 1 found his valets de chambre play- 


ing at primero in his apartment, expect- 


ing his return; I made up to them, and 


we amuſed ourſelves in making merry 
till two o'clock in the morning, when 
our maſter. arrived. He was a little 
ſurprized to ſee me, and ſaid with a 
EUs air, which made me gueſs that 

e returned very well ſatisfied with his 


evening's pleaſure, * How, Gil Blas! 


not yet a-bed?? I anſwered, that I 
was firſt willing to know what orders 
he had for me. I ſhall, perhaps,” he 


reſumed, *give you a commillion to-. 
* morrow morning; but it will be time | 


* enough then to tell you the parti- 
* culars. Meanwhile, you may go to 
* reſt ; and henceforth remember, that 
* I diſpenſe with your attendance in the 
* evening, having occaſion for nobody 
* but my valets de chambre.” 

After this explanation, which at bot- 


tom gave me a good deal of pleaſure, 
ſince it ſpared me a piece of ſubjection 
Which 1 ſhould have ſometimes felt in a 
very diſagreeable manner, I left the 


marquis in his apartment, and, retiring 
to my garret, went to bed; but having 
no inclination to ſleep,- it came into 
my, head that I ſhould follow the advice 
which Pythagoras gives us, of recollect- 
ing at night all that we have done in the 
day, in order to applaud our good, and 
condemn our bad actions. 


= 


1 did not find my conſcience clear 
enough to be ſatisfied with my con- 
Aucet ; but reproached myſelf with hav- 
ing ſupported. the impoſture of Laura, 
In vain did I ſuggeſt as an excuſe, that 
I could not.in honour give the lye to a 
girl, who had nothing in view but to do 
me a pleaſure; and that, in ſome ſhape, 
found myſelf under a neceſſity of be- 
ing an accomplice in the cheat. Little 
ſatisfied with this apology, I anſwered, 
that I ought, not then to have puſhed 
things ſo far; and that I muſt have a 
great deal of impudence to live with a 
nobleman, whoſe confidence I ſo ill re- 
aid. In ſhort, after a ſevere exami- 
nation, I concluded, that if I was not 
a rogue, I was next kin to one. | 


iy 1 4 


quences, I repreſented to myſelf that I 


played a very high game, in deceiving | 


3 
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From thence. paſſing, to the conſe- 


Fu . \ 


a man of quality; who, for my ſins, 
would perhaps ſoon diſcover the trick. 
A reflection ſo judicious, terrified me 
not a little; but the ideas of pleaſure 
and intereſt ſoon diſſipated my fear: 
beſides, the prophecy of the man with 


the elixir would have been ſufficient to 


remove my doubts. I gave myſelf up, 
therefore, to the moſt agreeable fan- 

cies: 1 formed new rules of arithme- 
tick, to reckon within myſelf the ſum 
to which my wages would amount at 
the end of ten years ſervice. ' To this 1 


added the gratifications. which I ſhould 
receive from my maſter ; and meaſuring 
them by his liberal diſpoſition, or rather 


by my own defires, I had an, intemper- 
ance of imagination, (if I may be al- 
lowed. the expreſſion) which ſet no 
bounds to my fortune; I was gradually 
lulled by ſo much wealth, and fell aileep 
in the very act of building caſtles in Spain. 

Next day 1 got up at eight o'clock 
in the morning, to go and receive my 


patron's orders; but as I opened the 


door to go out, I was very much ſur- 
prized to ſee him appear before me all 
alone, in his night- cap and morning- 
gown. Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, laſt night, 


'© when' I left your ſiſter, I promiſed to 


© be with her this morning; but an 


þ . . | 
affair of conſequence hinders me from 


© keeping my word. Go, and aſſure her 
© from me, that I am very much morti- 
© fied at the diſappointment ; and. tell 
© her, I ſhall certainly ſup with her in 
the evening. This is not all,“ added 
he, putting into my hand a purſe with 
a little ſhagreen box enriched with dia- 
monds ; carry this my 13 to her, 
© and keep this purſe, of fifty piſtoles, 
© which I give as a mark of the friend- 
« ſhip I have already conceived for you. 
I took the picture with one hand, and 
the purſe. I ſo little, deſerved; with.the 
other; and running, inſtantly to Laura, 
cried, in the exceſs. of joy with which 
I was tranſported; © Good! or” | 
« diction is viſibly accompliſhing. What 
« a happineſs is it to be the brother of 
„ſuch a handſome and: gallant girl! 
What a pity it is that there is not as 
© much honour as profit and pleaſure in 
bit. l' a ' 
Laura, contrary. to the cuſtom of 
people of her profeſſion, being-uſed:to 
riſe early, I ſurprized her at her tailette ; 
where, in expectation of the-Portu- 
gueze, ſhe joined to her natural beauty. 
all, the auxiliary charms that the art of 
quetry could beſtow. *<* Amiable 
« Eſtella l' ſaid I to her when I entered, 


the loadſtone of ſtrangers l L may now 


t 


my maſter, ſince he has 
tha commiſſion which 


* which I come to acquit myſelf, - He 
© cannot have the pleaſure of your com- 
* pany this morning, as he propoſed; 


but, for your conſolation, will ſup 


© with you at night; and he ſends you 


„his picture, Which to me ſeems a mat- 
"FEE of ſtill greater conſolation.“ 


1 accordingly gave her the box, 
which, by the bright ſparkling of the 


diamonds that adorned it, infinitely re- 


joiced her eye-light. She opened it, 
and ſhutting it again, after having con- 


| ſidered the painting ſuperficially, re- 


turned to the ſtones, whoſe beauty the 
extolled, ſaying with a ſmile, « Theſe 


© are copies which we women of the ſtage 


© value more than ls. | 
I then told her that the generons Por- 


tugueze, when he entruſted me with the 


picture, had gratified me with a purſe 
of fifty piſtoles. * I congratulate thee 


upon thy good fortune;? ſaid the to 


me : * this nobleman begins where 


© gthers even rarely end.'—* To you, 


© my dear creature, I replied, * I owe 


© this preſent: the marquis beſtowed it | 
| © had, at firſt, a paſſion for Narciſſa, my 


© upon me ſolely on account of my being 
your brother. '—* I wiſh,” ſaid. ſhe, 
© that he would give you as much every 
© day; for I cannot expreſs how dear 
thou art to me. The very firſt mo- 
< ment I ſaw thee, I attached myſelf to 
© thee by a tie too ſtrong for time to 
© break. When TI loſt thee at Madrid, 
© I did not deſpair of finding thee again; 
and yeſterday, when 1 ſaw thee, re- 
© ceived thee as a man whom Fate 
brought back to my arms. In a word, 
my friend, Heaven has deſtined us 
for one another: thou ſhalt be my 
« huſband ; but we muſt firſt enrich our- 
© ſelves: I want to have two or three 
more intrigues to make thee eaſy for 
6 hfe?- „„ 8 

I thanked her in a polite manner for 
the trouble ſhe intended to take on my 


account; and we inſenſibly engaged in 


a converſation that laſted till noon. 
Then I retired, to give an account to 
my maſter of the manner in which his 


| preſent was received; and though Lau- 


ra had given me no inſtructions on that 
ſubject, I did not fail to compoſe by the 
way a fine compliment, which I intend- 
ed to repeat in her name. But when I 


went home, I was told that the marquis 
had gone out; and it was decreed that 
I ſhould ſee. him no more, as may be 
perceived in reading the - following | 


NN 


n 


6 


| Gil Blas receives @ piece of acm which is 


| 


R 
lite @ thunderbolt to him. © 5 
1 Repaired to my eating-houſe, where, 
meeting two men of very agreeab 
converſation, I dined and fat at table 
with them till it was time to go to the 
play. Then we parted ; they went a- 
out their own affairs, and' I took the 
road to the theatre, I muſt obſerve, 
by the bye, that 1 had all the reaſon in 
the world to be in good- humour; mirtl 
had reigned in my converſation with 
theſe two gentlemen ; my fortune wore 
a moſt ſmiling face: nevertheleſs my 
ſpirits ſunk, without my knowing the 
reaſon, and without my being able to 
keep them up. It was, doubtleſs, a pre- 
ſage of the misfortune with which 1 was 
threatened. | 
As I entered the green-room, Mel- 
chior Zapata came to me, and telling 
me ſoftly to follow him, carried me in- 
to a private place, and addreſſed me in 
this manner: © Signior Cavalier, I 
© think it my duty to give you a very 
© important piece of intelligence. You 
* know that the Marquis de Marialva 


© wife; and had already appointed a 
day to come and take a ſlice of my rib, 
«* when the artful Eſtella found means 
© to break the bargain, and allure the 
© Portugueze nobleman to her own 
* charms. You may well believe that 
© an actreſs does not loſe ſuch a good 
prey without vexation. My ſpouſe 
© has this affair at heart, and is capable 
© of undertaking any thing to be reveng- 
© ed : ſhe has now a fair occaſion. Is - 
© terday, if you remember, all our ſer- 
© vants crowded to ſee you; when the 
© under-candle-ſnuffer told ſome of the 
* company, that he knew you very well, 
© and that you was nothing leſs than 


| « Eſtella's brother. 


This report, added Melchior 
reached the ears of Narciſſa; Who did 
not fail to interrogate the author, and 
© he has confirmed his aſſertion, by tell. | 
« ing her, that he knew you Arſenia's 
« valet, at the ſame time that Eftella, 
© under the name of Laura, ſerved that 
© actreſs at Madrid. My wife, charm» 
© ed with that diſcovery, will impart it 
© to the Marquis de Marialva, who is to 
© be at the play this evening. Take your 


© meaſures accordingly; if you are not 


actually Eſtella's brother, I adviſe 
© you, as a friend, and on account of 
our old Ry, to provide for 


| 


« your ſafety, Narciſſa, who demands 
"* C2 6 but 


nd 
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the leaſt inclination to depend upon my 


a thoufand Giſagreeable reflections: 


/ face of Laura with blows, and demo- 
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© but one victim, has allowed me to give 
« you this notice, that you may prevent 
© any ſiniſter accident by immediate 
© Might 3 a 5 | 

It wouid have been ſuperfluous in him 
to ſay more of the matter. I thanked 
the ſtage player for his information; 
and he eaſily perceived, by my terrified 
look, that IJ was not the man to give the 
candle-ſnuffer the lye. 1 did not feel 


effrontery: I was not even tempted to 
bid Laura farewel, leſt ſhe ſhuuld have 
inſiſted on my facing it out. I could 
very well conceive that ſhe was an actreſs 
of fuch ſkill, as to be able to extricate 
Herſelf out of the dilemma ; but I faw 
nothing except an infallible chaſtiſement 
for me, and I was not ſo much in love 
as to brave it. My ſole ſtudy being, 
therefore, to eſcape with my houſhold 
gods, (I mean, my baggage) I diſap- 

eared from the play-houſe in a twink- 


ing, and with the utmoſt difpatch cauſ- 
ed my portmanteau to be tranſported to 
the houſe of a carrier, who was to ſet 
out for Toledo at three o'clock next 
morning. I could have wiſhed to be 
with the Count de Polan, whoſe houſe 
ſeemed my only aſylum ; but 1 was not 
yet there; and I could not, without the 
utmoſt uneaſineſs, think on the time I 
had to ſtay ina city where I was afraid 
they would ſearch for me even in the 
night. : 

I did not, for all that, omit going to 
ſupper at my eating-houſe, although | 
was as much diſtu:bed as a debtor who 
knows that there are bailiffs at his heels. 
What I eat that evening did not, I be- 
lieve, produce excellent chyle in my 
ſtomach. Being the miſerable ſport of 
fear, I'examined every body that came 
into the hall; and when, untuckily, any 
ill-looking fellow entered, (a common 
caſe in theſe places) I ſhivered with 
dread. Having ſupped in the midſt of 


continual alarms, I roſe from the table, ] 


and returned to the carrier's houſe, 
where I threw myſelf on a truſs of treſh 
ſtraw, and lay till the hour of our de- 
parture. | | 
Meanwhile, my patience was ſuffi- 
I was attacked with 


ciently exerciſed. 


when I chanced to flumber, I beheld 
the furious marquis mangling the fair 


liſhing every thing in her houſe; or 
heard him order his ſervants to make me 
periſh under the baſtinado. Then ſtart- 
ing, I awoke ; and though to wake is 
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rible dream, waking to mne Was more 
dregdfpl an E e e e 
pily ſor me, the carner [delivered me 91 
from my affliction, by giving me notice 
that his mules were ready. I was im- 
mediately a- foot, and, thank Heaven |! 
ſet out radically cured of chiromancy 
and Laura. In proportion as we mov- 
ed from Grenada, my mind reſumed 
it's tranquillity ; and I began io enter 
into converſation with the carrier. I 
laughed at ſome pleaſant ſtories he re- 
counted, and loſt, inſenſibly, all my fear, 
I enjoyed a ſound fleep at Ubeda, where 
we lay the firſt night, and on the fourth 
arrived at Toledo. F 
My firſt care was to aſk a direction for 
the Count de Polau's houſe, whither 1 
repaired, very well: perſuaded that he 
would not ſuffer me to lodge in any 
other place ; but I reckoned without 
my hoſt : for I found nobody at home 
but the houſe-keeper, who told'me that 
his maſter had ſet out in the evening for 
the caſtle of Leyva, having received a 
1 Seraphina was dangerouſ- 
ill. 15 3 
Z I did not expect the abſence of the 
count, which diminiſhed rhe joy I felt 
at being in Toledo, and induced me ta 
take another reſolution. Finding my- 
ſelf fo near Madrid, I reſolved. to ga 
thither, reflecting that I might puſh my- 
ſelf forward at court, where a ſuperior 
genjus, I had heard, was not abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a fortune. The very 


next day I took the advantage of a re- 


turn horſe for that capital of Spain; and 
Fortune conducted me thither, in order 
to make me act higher parts than thoſe 
which I had hitherto performed. 


CH AP.” III. 


Gul Blas takes lodgings in a houſe where he 
contracts an acquaintance with' Captain 
Chinchilla. The character of that offi- 
cer; with an account of the affarr that 
brought him to Madrid. | 


N my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fix- 
| ed my habitation in a houſe that 
was let into lodgings, where lived, a- 
mong other people, an old captain, who 
had come from the farther end of New- 
Caſtile, to ſolicit the court for a penſion, 
which he thought he had but too well 
deſerved. His name was Don Hanni- 
bal de Chinchiila. It was not without 
aſtoniſhnient that I beheld him, for the 
firſt time; being a man turned of lixty, 
of a gigantick ſtature, and extremely 
meagre. He wore a pair of thick whiſk 


uſually a great comfort after fuch a ter- 


* 


ers, that curled up to his temples on 


G each 
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me very plainly, „ Maſter, What” 


1 4 ang arm, a large plaiſter of green 
. ied the place of one eye, and 


he ſcars of many wounds appeared on 
his face. Theſe things excepted, he was 
| Be- 
ides, he had a good deal of un erſtand- 
| ravity; he was 


retiy much like another man. 


ing, and ſtill more 
ſcrupulous in his morals ; and, in par- 


ticular, piqued himſelf on his delicacy 


in point of honour. , . _ 

After having converſed with him two 
or three times, he honoured me with his 
confidence. 1 ſoon became acquainted 
with all his affairs. He recounted 10 
me on what occalion he had left an eye 
at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and a 
leg in the Low-Countries. What ad- 
mired in his narration of battles and 
ſieges was, that not one gaſconade 
eſcaped him, nor even a word 1n his 
own praiſe ; though I could have wil- 
lingly pardoned lum for boaſting of the 
half of himſelf that remained, as an in- 
demiification for the other half that he 
had loſt. Thoſe officers who return 
from the wars ſafe and ſound are ſeldom 
ang 0 25 8 

But he told me, the thing that gave 
him the moſt concern was, that he had 
ſpent a conſiderable eſtate in his cam- 


paigns, ſo that now his whole fortune 


was reduced to about an hundred ducats 


a- year, which was ſcarce ſufficient to 
maintain his whiſkers, clear his lodg- 


ings, and pay for writing his memorials ; 
For, in ſhort, Signior Cavalier,“ add- 
ed he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders; * I 
« preſent one, thank God, every day, 
without being favoured with the leaſt 


© notice. One would ſay, that there is 


© a wager between the prime-miniſter 
© and me, which of us ſhall firſt fail, I 
* in giving, or he in receiving them. 1 
© have alſo had the honour to preſent 


* ſeveral to his majeſty ; but the curate - 


* ſings no better than his clerk; and, in 
the mean time, my caſtle of Chinchil- 
la ſinks into ruins for want. of repara- 
© tion, x | 

We muſt deſpair of nothing,“ ſaid I 
to the captain; you are new perhaps 
© on the eve of ſeeing all your foils and 
* troubles repaid with intereſt.*—* I 
© ought not to flatter myſelf with that 
hope, replied Don Hannibal; three 
© days are not yet elapſed ſince I ſpoke 
5 toone of the miniſter's ſecretaries ;. and 
if I may believe what he ſaid, I may 
make myſelf very eaſy.'—* And pray, 
* what did he fay?? I replied : © Did he 
© pretend that you was not worthy of a 


. ende | : * 
tecom e You ſhall judge, re- 
Bo 8 e judge, + 


tying my bottle, 


d' e. call · um, don't brag ſo much of 
your zeal and fidelity. Vou have 


© done no mote than your duty, in ex- 
* poſing yourſelf to danger in behalf of 


*« attends brave actions is a ſufficient te- 


„ compence, and ought to ſatisfy a 
„ Spaniard in particular. | 


« deceive yourſelf, therefore, if you 
look on the gratification you ſolicit, 
« as a debt due to your valour. Pro- 
e vided it be granted to you, you will 


% owe it entirely to the favour and ge- 
« neroſity of the king, who is pleaſed to 


„ think himſelf indebted to thoſe of his 
„ {:;bjects who have diſtinguiſhed them · 
ce ſelves in the. ſervice of the ſtate.” 
* You ſee by this,“ purſued the captain, 
that I am'ſtill in his debt; and thaf, 
© in all likelihood, 1 ſhall return as rich 
as I came.“ 


brave man in agverſity. 1 encouraged 


. Ne ere; as. — — * —— — — | 1 
R Over and above his want of | ſumed Chinchilla. . The ſecretary told 


You muſt 


your country. The glory alone which 


him to perſevere, and offered to write 


his memorials gratis. I went even ſo 


far as to offer him my purſe, and to cone 
jure him to take out of it what money 
he wanted, But he was none of thoſe 
who never wait fer a ſecond invitation 


on theſe-occaſions ; on the contrary, he 


ſhewed himſelf very delicate on this 


point, and thanked me, in a lofty man- 
He afterwards 
told me, that rather than be a burden - 


ner, for my goodwill. 


to any body, he had accuſtomed himſelf, 


by degrees, to live fo frugally, that the 
leaſt nouriſhment was ſufficient for his 


ſubſiſtence. This was but too true; 


and, therefore, he was nothing but ſkin. 
That he might have no wit» 
neſs of his wretcked repaſt, he uſed to 


and bone. 


lock himſelf up in his chamber at meals. 
I obtained of him, however, by dint of 
entreaty, that we ſhould dine and ſup 
together; and deceiving his pride by 
an ingenious compaſſion, ordered more 
victuals and liquor than 1 had occaſion 


for to be brought, and urged him to cat 


and drink. At firſt, he ſtood upon ce- 
remony, but at length he yielded to my 
entreaties. After which, becoming in- 
ſenſibly more bold, he, of himſelf, aſ- 
ſiſted me in clearing my plate, and emp · 


When he had | | 
draughts, and reconciled his ſtomach tv» 


good nouriſhment; * Truly,” ſaid he, 


with an air of gaiety, you are very 
* bewitching, Sanior Gil Blas; you 
© make me do what you pleaſe; 


| me d your 
© behaviour diveſts me © 


— 


all fear of 
_ © abuſing 


drank four or five _ 


One naturally intereſts himſelf for a 
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© abuſing your beneficent diſpoſition.“ 
My captain, at that time, ſeemed ſo well 
rid of ſhame, that if I had laid hold of 
the opportunity of preſſing him again to 
accept my purſe, I believe he would 
not have refuſed it: but I did not 
put him to the trial; contenting my- 
ſelf with having made him my meiſmate, 
and with taking the trouble not only of 
writing his memorials, but alſo of help- 
ing him to compoſe them. By means 
ot having copied homilies, I had learn- 
ed to turn a period, and was become a 
kind of author. The old officer, on his 

rt, piqued himſelf on his knowledge 
in compoſition; ſo that, exerting our- 
felves together, through emulation, we 
produced morſels of eloquenre, worthy 
of the moſt celebrated maſters of Sala- 
manca. But in vain did each of us ex- 
hauſt his genius, in ſowing flowers of 
rhetorick in thoſe memorials ; it was no 
better, as the ſaying is, than ſowing 
them on fand. Whatever expedient 
we fell npon to enhance the ſervices of 


Don Hannibal, the court paid no regard 


to it; a circumſtance that did not at all 
engage the old invalid to make the eu- 
Jogium of thoſe officers who ruin them- 
ſelves in the field. In his bad humour 
he curſed his fate, and wiſhed Naples, 
| Lombardy, and the Low- Countries a 
the devil. Es 

To complete his mortification, it hap- 
pened one day that, under his very noſe, 


a poet, introduced by the Duke d' Alva, 


having rehearſed, in the preſence, an 
ode on the birth of an infanta, was gra- 
tified with a penſion of five hundred 
ducats. I believe the maimed captain 
would have run mad on this occaſion, 
had I not been at great pains to recom- 
poſe him. What is the matter?“ f:1d 
J, ſeeing him quite befide himſelf; 


_* there is nothing in this thatought to 


give you uneaſineſs. Has it not been 


the privilege of poets, time immemo- - 


rial, to make princes pay tribute 10 
„the Muſe? There is not a crowned 
© head in the world that does not grati- 
© fy one of theſe gentlemen with a pen- 
'*fton; and, between you and me, theſe 
© ſort of rewards being generally tranſ- 
© mitted to the knowledge of poſterity, 
£ immortalize the liberality of kings; 
« whereas the other recompences which 
© they beſtow are often but ſo much 
© loſs to their reputation. How many 
© rewards did Auguſtus diſpenſe, how 
« many penſions did he grant, of which 
we have not the leaſt intimation! But 
_ the moſt remote poſterity will always 
„ | 


— 
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| © of the miniſter.” 


* 


© know, as we do, that Virgil received 
* near two hundred thouſand crowns 
from the bounty of that emperor. 

Notwithſtanding all I could ſay to 
Don Hannibal, the fruits of this ode 
ſtuck in his ſtomach like lead; and as 
he could not digeſt it, he reſolved to 
abandon the whole of his purſuit. But 
firſt being willing, as his laſt effort, to 
preſent one other memorial to the Duke 
of Lerma, we went together to the houſe 
of that prime-miniſter, where we met 
a young man, who having ſaluted the 
captain, ſaid to him, with an affection- 
ate air, * My dear old maſter, is it you! 
what affair has brought you hither ? 
If you have occaſion for a perſon of 
© intereſt with his highneſs, pray com- 
mand me; I offer you my good offi- 
ces. How, Pedrillo!* replied the 
captain; to hear you talk, one would 
imagine you enjoy ſome important poſt 
in this family. —“ J have, at leaſt,“ an- 
ſwered the young man, power enough 
to be of ſervice to an honeſt country 
© gentleman like you.“ If that be the 
© caſe,” ſaid the officer with a ſmile, I 
© have recourſe to your protection. 
©*Tis granted,” reſumed Pedrillo ; * let 
© me know what'is the buſineſs, and 1 
* promiſe you thall get ſome ſnips out 


We had no ſooner communicated the 
affair to this benevolent young fellow, 
than he aſked where Don Hannibal 
lodged ; in which being ſatisfied, he 
aſſured us that we ſhould hear of him 
next day ; and then diſappeared, with- 
out giving vs the leaſt hint of what he 
intended to do, or even telling us 'whe- 
ther or not he belonged to the Duke of 
Lerma. I was curious to know who this 
Pedrillo was, that ieemed fo ſprightly. 
He is a young fellow,“ ſaid the captain, 
© who ſerved me ſome years ago; and 
© who, ſeeing me in want, left me to go 
© in queſt of a better place. I don't 
© blame him for that: it is very natural 
© for one to change for the better. He 
© js a wag Who does not want under- 
« ſtanding, and is as intriguing as the 
devil; but in ſpite of all his art, I 
don't depend a great deal upon the 
© zeal which he has expreſſed in my 
© behalf.'—* Who knows,” ſaid I, but 
the may be of ſome uſe? If he belongs, 
© for example, to ſome one of the duke's 
« principal officers, he may have it in 
© his power to do you ſervice. You are 
not ignorant that every thing is car- 
ried, among tlie great, by cabal and 
* intrigue ; that they have favourite do- 
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£ and that theſe again, in their turn, are 
© governed by their own-valets.” 
Next morning, Pedrillo coming to our 
lodgings, ©, Gentlemen,” ſaid he, if I 
did not explain myſelf yeſterday, on 
© the means I have of ſerving Captain 
© Chinchilla,/it was becauſe we were not 


| © in a place proper for ſuch an explana- 


tion. Beſides, I was willing to ſound 
< the buſineſs, before I diſcloſed it to 
you. You muſt know, then, that 1 
© am the lacquey and confident of ig 

e 


© nior Rodrigo de Calderona, the Du 


© of Lerma's firſt ſecretary. My maſter, 
„who is very much addicted to gallan. 
< try, ſups every evening with an Arra- 
© gonian nightingale, that he keeps en- 
caged near the court. She is a very 
< handſome girl, from Albarazin, of 
gocd underſtanding, and ſings to ad- 
< miration; therefore ſhe is called Sig- 
+ nora Sirena. As I carry a billet-doux 
to her every morning, I have juſt now 
© ſeen her; I have propoſed that ſhe 
© ſhall make Don Hannibal paſs for her 
uncle, and, on that ſuppoſition, en- 
gage her gallant to protect him. She 


is willing to undertake the affair; for, 


© beſides the ſmall} advantage ſhe fore - 


4 ſees in it for herſelf, ſhe will be ex- 
© tremely glad to be thought the niece 
(of a brave gentleman, ' D 


Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces 
at this propoſal, and expreſſed a reluc- 
tance in making liimſelf an accomplice 
of ſuchla prank; and. ſtil} more, in ſuf- 


fering a ſhe-adventurer to diſhonour his 


family, by ſaying ſhe belonged to it. 
. diſguſted at it, not only 6n ac- 
count of himſelf, but alſo perceived in 
it (if I 2 be allowed the expreſſion) 
a retroſpective. ignominy upon all his 
anceſtors. This delicacy. ſeemed. very 
unſeaſonable to Pedrillo; who being 
ſhocked at it, exclaimed, Vou jeſt fure, 
©. to take it in that view You are ſuch 
© a ſet: of people, you cottage ſquires, 


_ © your-vanity is quite ridiculous !—Sig- 


© nior Cavalier, he purſued, addreſſin 
himſelf to me, are you not ſusprised 
© at the ſcruples he makes? Egad | it 
jg a fine thing, indeed, to ſtand on 
© ſuch punctilios at court! Fortune is 
© never neglected there, whatever ſhape 
£1tafſumes,*. © 8 1 


l approved of what Pedrillo ſaid, and 
_ we harangued the captain ſo ſucceſs- 


fully, that we prevailed. upon him, in 
ſpite of himſelf, to become Sirena's un- 
cle. When ve had gained the victory | 
over; his pride, we laid all our three 
ads together, in order to oompoſe a 


* 
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new memorial for the miniſter, and it 


nian lady, who, that very evening, put 


ner, that the ſecretary believing her 


really the captain's niece, promiſed to 


exert himſelf in his behalf. A few days 
after, we ſaw the effects of 'this our 


work. Pedrillo came to our lodging 
with an air of triumph: Good news!” 


© to make a diſtribution of governments, 


: © ſhall not be forgot. But I am ordered 
to aſk what preſent you intend to make 
© to Sirena. As for my own part, I de- 
clare PI have nothing at all. I prefer 
'© the pleaſure of having contributed to- 
'« wards. bettering my old maſter's fox- 
tune, to all, the gold in the world. 

'© But this is not the caſe with our 
* nymph of Albarazin; ſhe is 4 die 
© Tewiſhly inclined; when the buſineſs 
eis to oblige her neighbour, ſhe wouli 


| © may judge if the will refuſe it from a 
© pretended ynele,” YO 
©Let her mention her. demand,” re- 
plied Don Hannibal, © ſhe fhalt, if ſhe 
| © pleaſes, have yearly one-third of the 
© penſion I obtain; and that ought ta 
« {atisfy her, if the whole revenues of 
© his Catholick Majeſty were concerned 
©in the bargain.*—* For my own. part,” 
replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury, © 1 
would cheerfully rely upon your word, 
© betauſe I know the value of it; but 
© you have to do with a little creature 
© who is naturally diftruſtful; Beſides, 
© ſhe would much rather have, once far 
© all, two-thirds-of the product advan- 


as Job: after what I have told her, ſhe 
© cannot be ignorant of your circum- 
© ſtances. 
© trouble about the matter; F am a man, 
«fertile in expedients. 


* in lending his money at ten per cent., 


© the firſt year of your penſion, for the, 


„like ſum, which you ſhall acknowledge 
I 10 


was reviſed, augmented; and corrected 
I then wrote it out fair, 
and Pedrillo carried it to the Arrage= 


a I'know an old. 
rogue of a lawyer who takes pleaſure 
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it into the hands of Signior Don Rodri- 
go, to whom ſhe ſpoke in ſuch a man- 


aid he to Chinchilla © the king is going 


: ©benefices, and penſions, in Which you 


© take money of her o father; ſo you. 


©ced in ready- money. Where the 
devil does ſhe think I ihalt find it?“ 
cried the officer, haſtily interrupting, 

him; does ſhe think I am a money- - | 
| © broker ?- It feems you have not made 
© her acquainted with my ſfituation.*—=: * 
[Pardon me,” replied Pedrillo; « the - 

© knows very well that you are as poor 


But don't give yourſelf any; * 


«You ſhall make an affignment, with, - 
t ſecurity to him, before a notary, of; 
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to have received from him, and which 


you will touch in effect, the intereſt} 
included. With regard to the ſecurity, 


'© the lender will be contented with your 


©caſtle of Chinchilla, ſuch as it is; fo 
© that we ſhall have no diſpute upon 
« that ſcore.? 55 
The captain proteſted that lie would 
accept of the conditions, if he ſhould be 


lucky enough to have any ſhare in the | 
Fabricius, who ſtopped before a very 
fine houſe, Where he told me he lodged: 
We croſſed a court, where, on one fide, . 


favours which were to be diſtributed 


next day. And he was not diſappointed ; 


being gratifed with a penſion of three 
hundred piſtoles on a certain govern- 
ment. As ſoon as he underſtood this. 


Piece of news, he gave all the ſecurity 
that was demanded, tranſacted his little 


affairs, and returned to New Caſtile with 


ſome piſtoles in his pocket. 


Tre rae WA PX. 

Gil Blas meets his dear friend Fabricius at 
court; their mutual joy they repair to a 
certain place, where a certain converfa- 
tron happens between them. | 

Contracted a cuſtom of going every 
morning to court, where | common- 


ly ſpent two or thiee hours, in ſeeing. 
t 


e grandees paſs and repaſs, though. 
they appeared there without that ſplen- 


dour which ſurrounds them in other 


places. 
One day, as I walked-to and fro, and 


ſtrutred through the apartments, mak 


ing, like many others, a foolith figure: 
enough, I perceived Fabricius, whom 
I had left at Valladolid in the ſervice 
of an hoſpital director. What aſtoniſhed 
me was, that he talked familiarly to the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the Mar- 
quis of Santa-Cruz., Nay, thoſe two 
noblemen ſeemed 10 liſten to him with 
pleaſure, and he was as well dreſſed as 
a man of quality. Am I not miſtaken !? 
ſaid Ito myſelf. Can this be the ſon 
of barber Nunez! Perhaps it is ſome 
© young courtier who reſembles him.” I 
did not remain long in doubt.: the no- 
blemen went away, and I accoſted Fa- 
bricius. He knew me at firſt ſight; and 
after having made me ſqueeze through 
the crowd with him, to get out of the 
apartments, My dear Gil Blas,“ ſaid 
he embracing me, I am rejoiced to ſee 
© you again! How art thou employed at 
Madrid? art thou ſtill in ſervice, or 
© haſt thou ſome poſt at court? Give 
© me an account of all that has happen- 
ed to thee, ſince thy precipitate retreat 
from Vallade hd?“ — © You aſk me a 
1 great many queſtions at once,” ſaid I;. 
* and we are not now in a proper place to 


friend had divided into four, 
deal boards. The firſt ſerved as an anti- 


© relate adventures. Thou art in the 
right,“ he replied; © we ſhall be more 
«© at liberty in my lodgings. Come; F 


| © will ſhew you the way; it is not far 
from hence. I am quite my own maſ- 


© ter, agreeably lodged; perfectly eaſy 


* with my ſituation, and happy becauſe 
© I think mer £52973 hs 
I accepted the propoſal, and followed 


there was a great ſtaircaſe thatied to very 


: ſmall flight, equally dark and narrow, 
by which we aſcended to the lodging he 
had ſo much extolled. It conſiſted of 
one room only, which my jw eee 

y thin 


chamber to the ſecond, where he lay; 
he had made a cloſet of the third, and 
a kitchen of the laſt. The chamber and 


was ſuitable to this kind of. hanging; 


yellow ſerge, garniſhed with a fringe of 
Grenada ſilk of the ſame colour; a ta- 
ble with gilt feet, covered with leather 
that ſeemed to be once red, and borders 
ed with a tinſel fringe become black 5y 
the lapſe of time; with an ebony cup- 
board, adorned with. figures: coarſely 


in his cloſet, a little table; and his li- 


ſeveral bundles of paper on ſhelves, 
placed above one another, along the 
wall. His kitchen, which was conform- 
able to the reſt, contained ſome earthen 
ware, and other neceſſary utenſils. 
Fabricius, after having given me time 


doſt thou think of my lodging and ceco- 


— Yes, faith,” I replied, ſmiling; I 
cam ſo. Thou muſt have certainly 
played thy cards well at Madrid, to be 


replied he; © the buſineſs I follow is 


man of fathion, to whom this houſe 
© belongs, gave me a room, which. I 
© have divided into four, e fyrniſhed, 
© as thou ſeeſt. I meddle with 2 
but what gives me pleaſure, and fee 
not the cravings of neceſlity.— Pray 
© be more explicit,“ ſaid I, wit 
0 


him; * you irritate the deſire hade 


in my circumſtances, I am contented 


ſaperb apartments, and, on the other, a 


anti-chamber were lined with maps, and 
theſes of philoſophy; and the furniture 
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conſiſting of a large brocade bed, very 
much worn, old chairs covered with | 


carved. He had, inſtead of a bureau, 


brary was compoſed of ſome books, with 


to conſider his apartment, ſaid, What 


© nomy? an't thou enchanted with them?? 
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©{o well furniſhed. Thou, doubtleſs; 
« enjoyeſt ſome poſt. Heaven forbid!” _ 


© above all employments whatever. A 
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l e „ 
Kknowir Me | yu do,'—* Well, faid 
ait D 


a 2 e ſatisfied. 211 am 
turned author, and have commenced 
« wit; I write in verſe as well as in 
© proſe, and am equally good at every. 
«thi * 1 . C FTL HET 6 
. *Thou a favcurize of Apollo b cried I, 
laughing, This is what I never could 
have divined. 1 thould have, been 
much leſs ſurprized to have found 
© thee in à quite contrary ſituation. 
What charms couldſt thou find in the 
condition of a, poet? methinks theſe 
« people are commonly deſpiſed in civil 
„Ard d are far from having an eſta- 


\ 
. 


© bliſhed ordinary. . O fy l' cried he, 

in his turn; thou talkeſt of thoſe mi- 
© ſerable authors, whoſe works are the 
© refuſe of libraries and players. Is it 
to be wondered at, that ſuch writers 
are not eſteemed? But good authors, 
my friend, are on a better footing in 
« the world; and I may ſay, without 
« yanity, that I am one of that num- 
ber... I don't at all doubt it,” ſaid I; 
thou art a young fellow of excellent 
genius: that which is compoſed. by 
© thee cannot be bad. All that I am at 
* a loſs to know is, hom thou waſt firſt 
« ſeized, with the rage 75 rhyme. “ 
Thy ſurprize is juſt,” replied Nun- 

nez; I was ſo well ſatisfied with my 
« ſituation: while in the ſervice of Don 
Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not ſo 
much as, wiſh for any other. But my 
enius riſing by degrees, like that of 


he; thou, 


c 
« Plautus, above ſervitude, I compoſed | 


« a comedy, which was acted by the 
company at Valladolid. Although it 
« was not worth a fig, it met with great 
« ſucceſs ;, from whence I concluded, 
that the, publick was a good milch 
1 cow, which ealily parted with it's ſtore. 
This reflection, joined to the furious 
« defire of compoſing, new pieces, de- 
« tached; me from the hoſpital. The 
love of poetry baniſhed my paſſion for 
* riches; and reſolving to repair to Ma- 
did, as the centre of wit, in order to 

form my taſte, I demanded my diſmiſ- 
« ſion- from the director, who did not 
« grant it without regret, ſo much affec- 
« tion had he conceived for me. Fa- 
© bricius,“ fd he, „ haſt thou any 
<« cauſe. to be diffatished 2/!——*< No, Sir,” 
I replied'; © you, are the beſt of, maſ- 
*< ters,;;and_I am, penetrated with your 
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« generoſity. But, you know, one mult 
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| © to eternige my name b N. of. g 
« Pe TE.) What folly 
| reſumed the, good citizen; **. thou N 
t already Me ITE is the hoſpital, hu 
art of that kind of wood of vnn 
« ſtewards and even directors are made, 
Thou art going to leave what is ſolid, 
*« in order, to employ thyſelf in trifles ; 
d and. thou. wilt 484 repent of thy im- 
, SIEGE GY, 
© The director, ſeeing that he oppoſed 
my deſign to no purpoſe, paid my way 
ges, and oyer and above, made me a2 
. preſent of fifty ducats, as a recompence 
for my faithful ſervices: ſo that with 
© this, and what I found means to glean 
in the little commiſſions that were en» 
trusted to my integrity, I was in a 
condition, on my arrival at Madrid, 
to appear in a very handſome manner, 
This 1 failed not to do; though the 


* themſelves on their neat appearance, 
* I ſoon became, acquainted with Lope 
de Vega ®, Miguel Cervantes de Saave- 
© dra, and other famous authors ; but, 


SE 


© choſe for my preceptor a,young bats 
© Don: Lewis de Gongora,,the fineſt ger 
nius that ever Spain produced. 
will not allow his works to be printe 
with reading them to his Fringe and, 
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es, uy another,.« are as ohr 
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ſefſes thee .: 


| © writers of our nation don't much pique 


* in preference fo theſe great men, 1 
* chelor of Cordova, the incomparable 
He 


in his life-time, but contents himſelf - 
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times ſonnets or romances, ſome- 
© times. comedies, ſtanzas, and acroſ- 
© ticks; as if he had foolifhly under- 
©taken to eclipſe all the great maſters 
in their own different ways. But 
© all theſe efforts of jealouſy are baffled 
*by a muſe that is cheriſhed by all 
* ranks of people, from the higheſt to 
© the loweſt. ; | 

© Tt was under this ſkilful maſter 
© that I ſerved my apprenticefhip ; and 
21 dare fay it has appeared: for I 


have ſo happily imbibed his genius, 


© that I have already compoſed ſome 
* detached pieces which he would not 
© bluſh to father: 1 opened my ware 
© (according 'to his example) in the 
* houſes of the great, where I am 
« wonderfully well received, and have 
©to do with people who are not dif- 
© ficult to pleaſe. *Tis true, indeed, 
© my ſucceſsful beginning has been of 
© no diſſervice to my later compoſi- 
© tions. In ſhort, I am beloved by 
© ſeveral noblemen, and in particular, 


Alive with the Duke de Medina Sido- 


© nia, as Horace once lived with Mz- 
© cenas. You ſee,* added Fabricius, 
© ;n what manner I was metamorphoſ- 
sed into an author. I have nothing 
<elſe to relate; ſo that it is now thy 


© turn, Gil Blas, to rehearſe thy ex- 


« ploits.? Ret - 

I opened accordingly ; and ſuppreſſ- 
ing every trivial circumſtance, gave him 
the detail he deſired: after which, it 
being dinner-time, he took out of his 
ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, 
ſome bread, the remains of a ſhoulder 
of roaſt mutton, a bottle of excellent 
wine, and we ſat down at the table with 


all the gaiety of two friends who meet 


after a long ſeparation. * Thou ſeeſt,” 
ſaid he, my free and independent life: 
© I might, if I would, go and dine every 
© day with the people of quality; but, 
© beſides that the poetick inclination 
© keeps me oftentimes at home, I am a 
* ſort of an Ariſtippus ; and can equally 
£ accommodate myſelf to company and 
© ſolitude, to affluence and frugality.” 
We liked the wine ſo well, that there 
was a neceſſity of taking another bottle 
from the ſtore; and, towards the end of 
the repaſt, I expreſfed a deſire of ſee- 
ing ſome of his productions. He im- 
mediately ſearched among his papers 
for a ſonnet, which he read aloud with 
great emphaſis. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite 
of the charms of his reading, I found 
the performance ſo obſcure, that I could 


not comprehend the meaning of one 


ſyllable. Perceiving my ignorance, | 
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not ſo?” I owned to 


This ſonnet,” ſaid he, does not ſeem 
very clear to thy apprehenſion ;' is-it 
Not | im that 1 could 
have "wiſhed it had been more plain. 
Upon which he fell a laughing at my 
expence. * If this fonnet,* he refumed, 
is not intelligible, ſo much the better. 
The natural and ſimple won't do for 
* ſonnets, odes, and other works that 
require the ſublime. The fole merit 
* of theſe is in their obſcurity; and it is 
* ſufficient if the poet himſelf thinks 
he underſtands them. ou joke, 
* friend!” ſaid I, interrupting him; 
- gone ſenſe and perſpicuity ought to 
be ingredients in poetry of all kinds 
* whatever; and if thy incomparable 
* Gongora writes not more plainly than 
thou doſt, I confefs my opinion of him 
* ſinks apace. He muſt be a poet who 
can never deceive any other age than 
his own. Let us now have a ſpecimen 
* of thy proſe.” Hereupon, Nunnez 
produced a preface, which (he ſaid) he 
intended to prefix to a collection of 
comedies that he had then in the preſs; 


and, having read it, aſked my opinion. 


J am, ſaid I, no better pleaſed with 
thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy 
* ſonnet is a piece of verboſe fuſtian; 
and thy preface is compoſed of far- 
* fetched expreſſions, words that have 
not the publick ſtamp, perplexed 
* phraſes ; in a word, thy ſtyle is quite 
* peculiar to thyſelf; and the books of 
© our beſt authors, ancient as well as 
* modern, are written in a quite different 
manner.“ Poor ignoramus !* cried 
Fabricius; thou doſt not know, then, 
that every proſaick writer who now 
© aſpires at the reputation of a delicate 


© pen, affects that ſingularity of ſtyle, 


and thoſe odd expreſſions, which ſhock 
© thee ſo much. There are of us five 
or ſix bold innovators, who have un- 
© dertaken to make a thorough change 
© in the language; and we will accom- 
* pliſh it (pleaſe God 1) in ſpite of Lope 
© de Vega, Cervantes, and all the fine 
« geniuſes who cavil at our new modes 
of ſpeech. We are :feconded by a 
number of partizans of diſtinRion, 
and have even ſome theologicians in 
Sour enn 8 | 
After all,“ added he, our deſign 
is commendable; and, prejudice a- 
part, we are more valuable than thoſe 
natural writers who ſpeak like the 
common run of mankind. I don't 
* know for what reaſon they are eſteem- 
ed by ſo many perfons of honour. 
Their manner was proper enough at 


* Athens or Rome, where there was no 
N | _ © diltiation 


diſtinction in es . of ſpeaking ; ſo 
«£ that Socrates ſaid to Alcibiades, the 
« people was an excellent ſchool · maſter: 
« but at Madrid, we have both a good 
and a bad language, and our courtiers 
« expreſs themſelves quite otherwiſe 
than our citizens, believe me. In 


* ſhort, our new ſtyle overtops that of. 


© our antagoniſts, --I will, by one ex- 
« ample, make thee perceive the differ- 
© ence between - the gentility of our 
c diction, and the flatneſs of theirs. 
They would ſay, quite plainly, for in- 
« ſtance, *©* Interludes embelliſh a co- 
% medy:” while we, with more ſpirit, 
would pronounce, ** Interludes create 
* beauty in a comedy.” Take notice 
of that; create beauty. Doſtthou per- 


© ceive all the brillancy, all the delicacy, 


all the prettineſs, of the expreſſion ?? 


I interrupted my innovator with a. 


loud laugh. Go, Fabricius,” ſaid I, 
* thou art quite .an original with this 
thy precious language. And thou, 


anſwered he, art no better than a 
* beaſt, with thy natural ſtyle. Go, 
* ſaid he, repeating the words of the 


« Archbiſhop of Grenada; go and 
« tell my treaſurer to give you an hun- 
«© dred ducats; and Heaven direct you 
„with that ſum! Adieu, Mr. Gil 
« Blas; I wiſh you a great deal of 
« good fortune, with a little more 


. 


in taſte ww \ , I ; 

I redoubled my mirth at this ſally; 
and Fabricius, forgiving me for having 
ſpoke ſo. irreverently. of his writings, 
loſt nothing of his good humour. We 
finiſhed our ſecond bottle ; and, getting 
up from table in a pretty g 


Prado; but, paſſing. by the door of a 


tavern, we took it in our. heads to 


go in. 
good company ; and I obſerved in two 
eparate halls, a great many cavaliers 
a themſelves in different diver- 
ions. 


twelve perſons were liſtening very at- 


tentively to a diſpute between two pro- 


Eleazar was a famous magician, who caft but devils, by, aff 
ſeſſed a certain myftical ring» which the demon no ſooger ſmell 
performing before the Emperor Veſpaſian, 


patient. I 


1 trim, 
went out with a deſign to walk in the 


This place was uſually frequented by 


In one, they played at drafts 
and primero; and, in the other, ten or 
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feſſed wits. We had no occaſion to go 
near them, in order to learn that a 
metaphyſical propoſition was the ſub- 
ject of their diſpute; for they talked» 


with ſuch warmth and tranſport, that 
they looked like people eſſed. L 
imagine, if Eleazar's ring“ had been 


put under their noſes, we ſhould have 


ſeen devils iſſue with their breath. 


Good God i ſaid I to my companion, 
| Theſe- 


© what paſſion ! what lun 


diſputants were certainly born to be 


« publick criers. The greateſt part of 


© mankind are miſplaced. ! Ves, truly,“ 
he replied; theſe people ſeem to be 
of the race of Novius, that Roman 
© banker whoſe voice exceeded the noiſe 
of carmen. But,” added be, what 
; 1 2 me the greateſt diſguſt at their 
«© diſcourſe. is, that our ears are ſtunned 


to no purpole.? We removed At 


diſtance from thoſe vociferous meta- 
phyſicians, and by that expedient I pre- 


vented a violent head · ache which had 
begun to ſeize me. We went and ſate 


down in the corner of the other hall, 
whence, while we drank refreſhing. li- 
uors, we examined the cavaliers as 


they came in and went out. As Nunnez 


knew almoſt all of them, Egad!* cried 
he, * the diſpute of our. philoſophers 


won't be ſoon over: here are freſh 
© reinforcements arriving: theſe three 
amen will engage in the fray, 
© ſeeſt thou theſe two originals going 


But. 


© out? That little ſwarthy, wither 


creature, whoſe lank ſtraight hair falls . 
down in equal portions. before and 


© behind, is called Don Julien de Vel 
© lanunno, and is a young judge who 


« affects the beau: one of my friends 


and I going to dine with him t'other. 


A days ſurprized Nn a pretty fin-. 
gula 


r occupation. He was diverting 


0 Rinaſelf .in his cloſet, by throwing. 
away the writings of a proceſs of which 
he is to make a report, and making a 
grey hound bring them back again ta 
- * him, while the dog tore them to pieces 
very handſomely. The name of that 
| © licentiate with the copper noſe, wha 
\ © accompanies him, is 


2 pitcher of water, which the demon immediately complicd with, to the aftoniſhment,of the 


ſpeRators. 
} Novius, from being 


Satire of his firſt book. 


, 


: a ſlave, came to be à rich citizen of Rome, and turned uſurer: whien 
infamy Horace has perpetuated, and has alſo immortalized the loudneſs of his voice, in the fixth _ 
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Tonto, a canon of the church of To- 
© ledo, the weakeſt mortal in the world; 
though by his ſprightly ſmiling air, 
6 you would imagine he had a great 
© deal of wit. He has bright ſparkling 
« eyes, with an arch malicious ſneer: 
© ſo that one would be apt to think him 
c wag. When he hears a delicate 
© performance read, he liſtens with ſuch 
c attention as ſeems full of underſtand- 
ing, and all the while comprehends 
nothing at all of the matter. He dined 


with us at the judge's houſe, where | 
an infinite number of witty things | 


© were ſaid ; but he ſpoke never a 
word, though he applauded them 
© with grimaces and geſtures that ſeem- 
©ed even ſuperior to the ſallies that 
© were uttered,” PATE TA 
Doſt thou know,” ſaid I to Nunnez, 
©theſe iwo ſhabby fellows who, with 
© their elbows on the table, fit in a 
© corner, and converſe together in 
© whiſpers ??—* No,“ faid he, © their 
«faces are quite unknown to me; but 
„in all likelihood they are coffee - houſe 
«politicians who cenſure the govern- 
„ ment. Ma k that genteel ' cavalier, 
„ho whiſtles as he walks through the 
c hall, and ſupports himſelf ſometimes 
on ene foot, ſometimes on another; 
that is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young 
poet, Who was born with ſome genius, 
But flatterers and ignorant people 
have almoſt turned his brain. The 
man whom he accoſts is one of his con- 
fede rates, who is alſo moon- ſtruck, 
„ and rhymes in proſG. 
More authors ſtilll' cried he, ſhew- 
ing me two well-dreſſed men coming 


in; one would think they had made” 


A rendezvous here, to paſs in review 
before thee. | Theſe are, Don Bernard 
© Deſſenguado, and Don Sebaſtian de 
Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is a genius 
full of gall, an author born under 
the planet of Saturn, a malicious' 
© mortal, whoſe pleaſure conſiſts in ha- 
ting all the world, and is himſelf be- 
© loved by nobody. As for Don Se- 
© baſtian, he is a young fellow of can- 
« dour, who will let nothing lie upon 
his conſcience; he lately brought a 
performance on the ſtage, which had 
an extraordinary run; and now he 
© has printed it, that he may no longer 
© abuſe the eſteem of the public.? 
The charitable pupil of Gongorz was 
going on in explaining the figures of 
this picture, which ſhifted. ſo often to 
the view, when a gentleman belonging 
to the Duke de Medina Sidonia came 
and interrupted him, ſaying, * Signior 
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| < milies, 


Don Fabricio, I was looking for you, 
© in order to let you know that his 
; grace would ſpeak with you imme- 
* diately at his own houſe.“ 5 
who knew that a grandee's wiſhes can - 
not be too ſoon ſatisſied, quitted me 

in a trice, to go and Wait upon his 
Mzcenas; while I remained very much 
aſtonifhed to hear him honoured with 
the appellation of Don, and fee him 
thus become noble in de ſpite of his firs, 

Maſter Chryſoſtom the barber. 


VVV 


Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the ſervice | 
/ Count Galiano, a Sicilian nobleman. 


| Was ſo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius 
1 again, that 1 Viſited him early next 
morning, © Good-morrow!” faid I, When 
entered, Signior Don Fabficio, the 
floner, or rather glow- worm of the 
© Aſturian, nobilny!ꝰ At oor a 
he laughed heartily. ** Thou haſt ob- 
' © ſerved, then, cried he, that I am 
| © dubbed a don?'— Yes, Mr. Gentle. 
man, I replied ; „and give me leave, 
to tell you, that when you recounted, 
your metamorpoſis yeſterday, you for- 
got the beſt part of it.“ 1 did ſo," 
| anſwered he; but truly, if I have al- 
© ſumed that honourable title, it was 
not ſo much with a view to gratify my, 
' « own vanity, as to accommodate myfel 
to that of others, Thou knoweſt the 
humour of the Spaniards: they make 
no account of an honeſt man, if he has 


8 
1 
'P 


| © the misfortune to be both poor and 


mean born. I muſt tell thee too, 
* that T ſee fo many people call them- 
| *iſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or 
Don What-you-will, that if there is 
no cheat in the cafe, thou wilt allow 
* nobility to be a very common thing; 
and agree, that a plebeian of merit 
© Honours it by his aſſcciation. But let 
us change the ſubje&,* added he. 
Taſt night 1 ſupped at the Duke de 
* Medina Sidonia's ; where, among, 
© other gueſts, was Count Galiano, a' 


and the converſation turning on the 
«© ridiculous effects of felf-love, F charm- 
* ed that I had jt in my power to en- 
© tertain the company on that ſubject, 
© regaled theni with the ſtory of the ho- 
< milies, Thou mayeſt well imagine 
they laughed heartily, and cenſured; 
* the archbiſhop as he deſerved, - This 

produced no bad effect for thee; for 

thou waſt pitied by every body; and 
Count Galiano, after having aſked a 
good many queſtions concerning thee, 
WTI TL EATS] | £ to 


© Sicilian nobleman' of the firſt rank; 


© to which thoy ma yeſt | lieye I made 
« ſtuftable anſwers, ' elixed me to bring 
"thee to his Fouſe. . 
going in queſt of ' thee, to conduct 
I thither. I ſuppoſe he 1915 to 
er thee the | place of one of his eie 
t ©taries; and " adviſe thee to acce 
of it. The count is rich, and, ſpent p 
like an ambaſſador at "Madrid: he is 
c cons to court, it is faid, to confer with 
« the Duke of Lerma, about the.crown 
« demeſnes which that miniſter deſigns, 
« to alienate in Sicily. In ſhort, Count 
© Galiano, though a Sicilian, ſeems to 
«be nerous, juſt, and open; and thou 
| cank fivt do better than Weed thyſelf 
0 Tr him; he is the man, in all proba- 
6 bility” who is deſtined to A thee, 
according to what was. foreto d in thy, 
behalf at Grenada,“ | 


I had reſolved, 1905 1 to Nunnez, | 


* to mw at large a little, and enjoy my- 
« ſelf a good v while, before I ſhould go 
*to JetFice agai 
«to me of this. icilian count in ſuch, 
{ag rea 4s tot Juces me to change 
reſolution, and even. to. with L 
already in his family,'—* Thou, 
0 ſoon be there, he feplied, or 
«1 am much miſtaken.* At the ſame | 
time we went out together to the count, 


who lodged in the houſe of his friend 


Don Sancho d Avila, then 1 in the Soy 


Ye. 
We found ih the court 20 grea num⸗ 
ber of pages and footmen, cloathed, in, 
livery equally rich and gay; in, 
he anti: chamber ſeveral. + IM gen- 
emen, and other officers, all magni- 
cently. dreſſed; byt withal ſo ugly, 
at they locked like a company of apes 
in Spaniſh garb, . There are figures, 
both of men and women, on e all } 
art 18 thrown aw ay. 
Don l ak, having. "Tot in his | 
name, was immediately introduced into 
. A, room, Whither. I followed him, and | 
found the count in his morning-gown, | 
ſitting. on a ſopha, and drinking cho- 
colate, We ſaluted. him with all the 
- demonſtrations. of the moſt profound 
1 ng hy honoured us with an 
bi 04 jon of the head, accompanied 
a 7 17 ſmile, as at once 


5 gin my heart, A wonderful effect, 


Bed. 


ugh. an ordinary one, which a fa- | * 


vouxrable reception fromthe great pro: 

duces in our breaſts! They muſt re- 
ve us. very Ml. indeed Den We. be 

| 4 iſted 5 N behay Mau. Te 
155 te a · 
15. himſelf nz Hg 


38 time. in playing 
lage. baboon that, b. him. 


1 was juſt now. | 


Put thou ſpeakelt. 


and w was IE „ 1 don't The 
| for what reaſon the name 0 that LE 
was beſtowed on this animal, unle 
Was becauſe | it had all his ed ir 
It reſergbled hip in vg Such 
; as, it was, however, it did not fail ta 
give vaſt delight to. it's maſter, -wi 
was ſo; ek charmed with, it's merry 
tricks, that h e hug it inceſſani ly i in 
his arms. Though 2885 ang I OG. 
not much diverted with th ee 
of this beaſt, we feigned qurſelves e 
| chanted with it's performances; hich 
| pleaſed the Sicihan fo much, that he 
ſuſpended the pleaſure he enjoyed in 
this paſtime, to tell me, Friend, y 
« have it in your option to de one 
my ſecretaries: it you. like the place, 
6 1 will give youtwo hungred piſfoles a 
ear, ane any © other recommen+- 
„ 99890 than that of Don e Faw balag — 
: 2 1 g e dat 
i jan o, who wor. | 
3 enough to anſwer for one of bi gat 
« whom he ſent to the tyrant Dina. 
| © fins. I am, not afraid of bringing re- 
© proaches upon myſelf, by voyching 
for my-'friend:? 
I thaiiked the Afturian port, with a 
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ow bow, for his obli (ging 28 oy 
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This nobleman. no ſooner percei | 
that, I reliſhed. his propoſal, than ha 
n is, ſteward: to he called; 
whom, having communicated forex 
| thit in a whiſper,, he ſaid,;.* Gil B 
I will tell yqu, preſently. what ig to 
© he the nature of your employment. 
© Meanwhile, you may follow, my 
«ſteward, who has received, Perce m- 
« cerning. you.“ I accordingly. 
yg, abricio with hs count 


u 
ue fieward, Who was. a moſt ſubtle 
Meſſineze, conducted me; to. his. apart- 
ment, where he loaded me with civili« 
ties; and ſending for the taylor who 
had equipped the whole family, order- 
ed him to make for me, with, all, diſ- 
patch, Fa ſuit of cloaths of the fame 
/ magni Wege as thoſe of the principal 
' officers. The taylor having taken mea 
{ure af me, and r tired. As fi ove 
© lodging,” ſaid the; Meſſineze, 
fa chamber. that will exactly. 72 tt 
But have you. breakfaſted ? added 
he. When I anſwered in the negative, 
$ Ah, agg lad i, faid he, why did 
© not, you 1; eak.? Come, I will. ſhew 
6 you to a place where, thank Heaven, 
*:You may have e . wall Tor the 
aſking. | 
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So ſaying, he carried me down to 
the battery, where we found the butler, 
a true Neapolitan, every whit as cun- 
ning as the Meſſenian. It might be 
ſaid of him and the ſteward, * theſe two 
© make à pair." This honeſt butler, 
with five or fix of his friends, were 
cramming themſelves with ham, cold 
tongue, and other reliſhing bits, which 
obliged them to redouhle their draughts. 
We joined theſe hearty. cocks, and aſ- 
ed them in their attacks upon the 
ount's beſt wines. While this ſcene 
paſſed in the buttery, another ſuch was 
ated in the kitchen: the cook alſo 
treated three or four tradeſmen of his 
acquaintance, who filled their bellies 
with rabbit and partridge pies: the 
very ſcullions enjoyed themſelves on 
what they could pilfer ; ſe, that 1 
thought myſelf in a houſe abandon- 
ed to pillage. Yet theſe were but 
trifles, in compariſon to what I did not 
ſee.” 5 | 
CHAP. XV. 
Count Gelians inveſts Gil Blas with an em- 
x ployment in his houſe. 
Went to fetch my baggage to my 
new habitation; and when I return- 
ed, the count wasat dinner with feveral 
noblemen and the poet Nunnez, who 
called for what he wanted with an eaſy 
air, and mingled in the converſation. 
Nay, I obſerved that every word he 
oke afforded pleaſure to the company. 
hat a fine thing is genius! a man 
of wit can eaſily turn himſelf into all 
ſhapes. Bt » 
F dined with the officers, who were 
treated pretty much in the ſame manner 
as our patron ;'and in the afternoon re- 
tired to my chamber, where I began to 
reflect on my condition. 5 
Well, Gil Blas,“ ſaid I to myſelf; 
© thou art now in the ſervice of a Sici- 
© jjan count, with whoſe real character 
thou art utterly unacquainted. If we 
may judge by appearance, thou wilt 
©bein this family like a fiſh in the 72 5 
© ter: but we muſt ſwear to nothing; 
and thou oughteſt to' diſtruſt thy fate, 
© the malignity of which thou haſt but 
too often experienced. Beſides, thou 
© doft not know for what employment 
thou art retained : he has already two 
«© ſecretaries and a ſteward; what fer- 
vice then does he expect from thee ? 
© It looks as if he intended to make 
« thee his Mercury. In good time ! one 
cannot be on a. better footing with a 
noble man, in order to make his way 
2 


\ 


my eſtate, 


»4 A # 
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While I was engroffed by theſe fine: 


going to ſay,” I gbeyed his orders, 
and he ſpoke to me in theſe terme: 
© Don Fabricio has told me that, among, 
* other good qualities, you poſſeſs that 
of attaching yourſelf to your maſters ; 
and that you are a young man of in- 
* corruptible ntegrity. Theſe two qua- 
* lifications determined me to take you 
into my ſervice; for I have great oc- 
© caſion for an affectionate domeſtick, 
© who will eſpouſe my intereſt, and em-, 
© ploy his whole attention in huſbanding, 
| I am rich, it is true; but, 
« my yearly expence greatly exceeds my. 
income. The reaſon is plain; I am 
'< plundered by my ſervants, and live in 
| * my. own houfe as if I was in a foreſt 
« among robbers. I ſuſpect my butler 
| © and ſteward of having a fellow- feeling 
© the one with the other; and this is 
more than enough to ruin me from 
© toptobottom. You will ſay, if I have 
| © reaſon to think them rogues, why don't 
turn them away? But where, ſhall 
I find others made of a different kind 
« of ſtuff? I will be ſatisfied with having 
them both ' obſerved by a man wha 
* ſhall have a right to inſpect their con- 
duct: and you are the perſon whom I 
© have choſen for that commiſſion; of 
* which if you acquit yourſelf well, be 
* aſſured that you ſhall not ſerve an un- 
« crateful maſter, for 1, will take care 
© to provide for you a very advantage. 
« * cus ſettlement in Sicily.” | 5 
Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; 
and that very evening, in preſence ot all 
his domeſticks, I was proclaimed ſuper- 
intendant of the family. This did not 
give the Meſſineze and Neapolitan great 
mortification at firſt, becauſe they look - 
ed upon me as'a jolly companion, of a 
good compoſition ; and concluded, that 
by giving me a ſhare of the ſpoil, they 
ſhould be allowed to go on in their old 
courſe. But they looked very filly next 


day, when I declared to them that I was 
1 an 


GIL. BLAS OF 


an enemy to all miſdemeanour. I de- 
manded ot the butler an account of the 
proviſions ; I viſited the cellar, and took 


an inventory of every thing he had in 


his charge; 1 mean, table-linen and 


late. I then exhorted them to be ſav - 


ing of our patron's wealth; is lay out 
with economy; and ended my advice, 
by proteſting to them, that I would in- 
form that nobleman of every thing that 
I ſhould obſerve amiſs in his houſe. I 
did not ſtop here: reſolving 'to have a 
ſpy, who might diſcover if.there was 
any ſiniſter intelligence between them, 
I caſt my eyes on a ſcullion; who be- 
ing won by my promiſes, aſſured me 
that I could not have applied to a more 
proper perſon, to get notice of every 
thing that happened in the houſe; that 
the butler and ſteward. were in a con- 
federacy, and burnt the candle at both 
ends; that theys daily ſecreted one half 
of the proviſion that was bought for the 
family ; that the Neapolitan took care 
of a lady who lived oppoſite to the col- 
lege of St. Thomas; and that the Meſ- 
fenian entertained another at the Sun- 
te; that theſe two gentlemen ſent all 
ſorts of proviſion to their nymphs ever: 


morning; and that the ceok alſo diſ- 


| e ſavoury meſſes to a widow of 

his acquaintance in the neighbourhood ; 
and that, in conſideration of his ſervices 
to the other two, to whom he was en- 
tirely devoted, he diſpoſed, as they did, 
of the wines in the cellar: in ſhort, that 
theſe three domeſticks occaſioned a moſt 


horrible expence in the count's houſe. 


© If you doubt my report,” added the 
ſcullion, take the trouble of going to- 
© morrow morning, about ſeven o'clock, 
© to the college of 5t. Thomas, and you 
© ſhall fee me loaded with a baſket, 
Which will change your doubts into 
c certainty.—* So, faid I to him, *thou 
© art agent to theſe gallant purveyors ?? 
—*T am,' he replied, © employed by 
© the butler, and one of miy comrades 
« acts for the'fleward,” oo 5: 

J had the curioſity to repair next 
morning, at the appointed hour, to. the 
e pe St. Thomas, where I did hot 
wait long for my ſpy, whom Ifaw com- 


ing along with a huge baſket filled with 


| butchers meat, poultry; and veniſon. 


F took an db of the particulars, 


of which I formed in my pocket- book 


| a ſhort verbal proceſs, that I went and 
thewed to my maſter, after having told 
the trencher-ſcraper that 
oute his commiſſion as uſual. 

The SiGlian nobleman, who was na- 


turally paſſionate, reſolved in his firſt | 


- 
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he might exe 


tranſport to turn away the Neapolitan 
and Meſſenian; but after having reflect- 
ed more coolly, contented himſelf with 
diſmiſſing the laſt, to whoſe place I ſuc- 
ceeded; ſo that my office of ſuperinten- 
dant was ſuppreſſed ſoon after it's crea- 
tion: and truly I was not ſorry for it; 
for it was, properly ſpeaking, no more 
| than the honourable employment 'of a 
"ſpy, and a poſt which had nothing ſub. 
ntial in it; whereas, by being made 
| ſteward, I became maſter of the ſtrong 
box, and that is every thing. The 
| ſteward always poſſeſſes. the firſt rank a» 
mong the domeſlicks of a great family; 
and there are ſo many ſmall perquiſites 
attached to his adminiſtration, that he 
may grow rich, even though he be an 
| honeſt man. PERCENT 
My Neapolitan, whoſe. budget was 
not yet exhauſted, obſerving my brutal 
| zeal, that I got up every morning to ſee 
| and keep an account of what victuals 
were bought, no longer ſecreted a part 3 
| but the raſcal continued to purchaſe the 
ſame quantity as before... By this, ſtra« 
tagem, increaling. the profit he drew 
from the refuſe of the table, which was 
his perquiſite, he found himſelf in a con- 
dition to treat his charmer at leaſt with 
' dreſſed victuals, if he could not furniſh 
her with raw proviſion. In ſhort, the 
deyil loſt nothing by this reformation, 
and the count was not a whit the better 
for having the phoenix of ſtewards in his 
| ſervice. The ſuperabundance that L 
then perceived at every meal made me 
gueſs this new trick, which I immedi- 
ately defeated, by retrenching what-was 
Pina edn: in every courſe.. This I 
did, however, with ſuch prudence, that 
the alteration could not be perceived: 
one would have thought that there was 
ſtill the ſame profuſion ;, and yet, by this 
ceconomy, I conſiderably diminiſhed the 
expence. This was what my patron re- 
quired; he wanted to retrench, without 
appearing leſs magnificent; for his ava - 
rice was fubordinate to his oſtentation. 
There was yet another abuſe to be re- 
formed : I found the wine ran out a- 
ü pace 3 if, for example, twelve cavaliers 
1appened to dine with my maſter, ; they 
would exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes five 
| dozen of bottles. I was aſtoniſhed at 
| this waſte ; and not doubting that there 
muſt be ſome roguery ia the caſe, con- 
ſulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, 
with whom I very often had private 
conferences, and who made a faithful 
report of every thing that was ſaid or 
done in the kitchen, where he was not 
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in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told me, 
. | g that 


- 
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repulſe. 
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that the waſte of which T complained 
proceeded from a new league between 
the butler, cook, and thoſe lacquies who 
filled the wine, and who carried off all 
the bottles half emptied, which were 
afterwards ſhared among the confede- 
rates. I ſpoke to the footmen on this 
fubjeCt, and threatened to turn them out 
of doors, if ever they ſnould think pro- 
per to repeat this practice: upon which 
they were reclaimed. My maſter, whom 
1 took care: to advertife of the moſt mi- 
nute things which 1 performed for his 
advantage, loaded me with praiſes, And 
grew every day more and more fond of 
me; and I, in order to reward the good 
ſervices of the ſcullion, created him 
cookꝰ's aſſiſtant. „ ls uy 
The Neapolitan was enraged to find 


me always on the catch with him; and 


was cruelly mortified with the checks 
which he underwent, whenever he pre- 
ſented his accounts to me; for, that I 
might pare his nails the cloſer, I took 
the trouble of going to market, to learn 
the price of meat, juſt before he went 
timer; and, as he attempted to impoſe 
upon me afterwards, gave him a vigorous 
I was very well perſuaded, 
that he curſed me an hundred times a 
day; but the ſubject of his maledictions 
Hindered me from dreading their force. 
I cannot imagine how he could bear my 
perſeeutions, and remain in the ſervice 
of the Sicilian nobleman. Doubtleſs, 
in ſpite of all my endeavours, he found 
his account in perſeverance. | 
Fabricio, whom I frequently ſaw, and 
to whom I recounted all my hitherto 
unheard exploits, in quality of Reward, 
was'more diſpoſed to blame than ap- 
gy my conduct. God grant,“ ſaid 
one day, that thou maveſt be re- 
* compenſed for all this diſintereſted- 
©neſs; but between thee and me, I be- 
© heve it would not fare the worſe for 
thee, if thou waſt not quite ſo rough 
© with the butler.'—* How! anſwered 
I ; © ſhall that robber charge in his bill 


ten piſtoles for a fiſh that did not coſt | 
© four, and I paſs over that article? 


© Why not?* he replied, coldly; let 
©him give thee the half of the ſuper- 
© plus; according to cuſtom. In good 
faith, my friend !* continued he, ſhak- 
_ Ing his head, you are a mere ninny; 
© and in all appearance will grow grey 
© in ſervitude, ſince you neglect to flay 
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she eel while it is in your hand.“ 


Take my word for it, Fortune reſem- 
bles thoſe briſk” airy coquettes who 

« deſpiſe the gaflant who ſtands upon 

ceremony | 


- 


| 


| 1 only laughed at the diſcourſe, of 
Nunnez ; who laughed again in his 
uld have perſuade at. 


türn, and wol me that 
he had only ſpoke in jeſt, being Na 
of having given me bad counſel in Lain. 
I continued firm in the reſolution of be- 
| ing always zealous and faithful: 1 77 
ns inclination to be otherwiſe; and 1 
dare ſay, that in four months I ſaved to 
my maſter, . by my exconomy; three 
thouſand ducats at ſeaſ. 
1 
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Am accident happens to Count Galiano's ba- 
boon, whichts tie cauſe of great aſſtiction 
to that nobleman; Gil Blas falls fith ; 

_ the conſequence of that difitmpe?.. 
Abou r this time, the re ofe of 
| the family was ſirangely iſturb- 
ed by an accident which will ſeem tri- 
| fling to the reader, though it turned out 
a very ſerious matter to the ſervants; 
and efpecially to me: Cupid, that ba- 
boon of which I have made mention, 
that animal ſo beloved by our maſter, 
attempting one day to leap from one 
window to another, acquitted himſelf 
ſo ill in the performance, that he fell 
down into the court, and diſlocated his 
leg. The count no ſooner e e. 
this misfortune, than he uttered ſuch 
piercing cries, that they were heard all 
over the neighbourhood; and in the 
exceſs of his grief, 3 all his ſer- 
vants without exception, he had well 
nigh made a clean houſe. His fury, 
however, was limited to curſing our ne- 
| gligences, and abuſing us, without ſpar- 
ing terms of reproach. He ſent imme- 
diately for thoſe ſurgeons who were 
moſt expert in fractures and diſlocated 
bones; and who, having viſited the 

3 leg, reduced it, and applied 

andages accordingly, But though all 
of them aſſured him there was no dan- 
ger, my maſter retained one of them in 
the houſe, to be always near the animal, 
until it was perfectly cure. 

I ſhould be to blame if I paſſed: over 
in ſilence the grief and anxiety Which 
preyed upon the heart of the Sicilian 
nobleman during the whole time of the 
cüre, Will it be believed, that all the 
day he did not ſtir from his dear Cu- 
pid! He was always preſent when it 
was dreſſed, and got out of bed to viſit 
him two or three times every night. 

But the moſt troubleſome circumſtance 

of all was, that every domeſtick in the 

family, and I in particular, were always 
up, and that we might be at hand. to be 


+ 4s 


ſent whereloever it ſhould be thought 
proper 
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proper for the ſervice of this ape. In a 
word, he had no reſt. in the houſe, till} 
ſuch time as this plaguy beaſt, having: 
"recovered of his fall, betook himleff 
again to his ufyal caperings and tumb- 
lings. After this, can we refuſe to ere- 
dit the report of Suetonins, when he 
ſays, Caligula loved his horſe to ſuch a 
degree, that he beſtowed upon hin a | 
houſe richly' furniſhed; with officers to 
ſerve him, and even deſigned to make 
him conful* My patron was no lefs: 
charmed with his baboon, which he 
would willingly have created « corre- | 
gidor, had ie een in His power. 1 
An unlucky eircumſtance for me was, 
that 1 had furpaſſed all the valers in de- 
monſtrations of concern, that IL. might, 
in ſo doing, make my court to my maſ- 
ter; and underwent fuch fatigue in be- 
half of Cupid, that I fell ſick upon it, 
and was ſeized with ſuch a violent ſe- 
ver that 1 loft my ſenſes, and kno not 
how F was | managed for fifteen days, 
during which I was in a manner be- 
tween life and death. This only I 
*know, that my youth ſtruggled fo ſuc- 
eſsfully againſt the fever, and perhaps 
againſt the remedies that were admwini- / 
ſtered, that atlength I recovered my un- 
 derſtanding. The firſt uſe I made of it 
was to perceive that I was not in my 
own chamber; and wanting to know the 
reaſon, 1 aſked it of an old woman who 
attended me; but ſhe replied, that 1: 
muſt not ſpeak, for the phyſician had ex- 
. preſsly forbid it. When we are in good 
ealth, we commonly laugh at the doc- 
'tor; but when we are fick, we calmly 
_ ſubmit to Is preſcription. 1 
I thought proper, therefore, to hold 
. my tongue, how much ſoever I longed 
to converſe with my nurſe ; and was 
engaged in reflections on this ſubject, 
| When two ſpruce beaus entered, dreſſed 
in velvet, with very fine ruffled linen. 
1 imagined they were two noblemen, ; 
ken of my maſter, who, out of conſi- 
deration for him, eame to ſee me. On 
this ſuppofition, I made an effort to ſit 
up, and ſhewed my reſpect by taking 
off my cap; but my nurſe laid me all 
along again, and 'told me theſe gentle- 
men were my phyſician and apothecary. 
The doctor coming to my bed- ſide, 
felt my pulls; nge ee my counte- 
"nance, and obſerving all the ſymptoms 
of an immediate cure, aſſumed an air of 
triumph, as if he had greatly contribut- 
ed to it; "ſaying, that there was nothing 
wanting to finiſh the work but a purge, 
after which he might boaſt of —_ ; 
l fine cure. When he had 
AQ, 1. f 5 
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ſpoke thus, he made the apothecary 
write a preſcription ; which while he 
dictated, he viewed Himſelf in a glaſs, 
adjuſted his periwig, and made ſuch gri- 


in ſpite of my weakly" condition. 

then made me a ſoſemn bow, and went 
away, much more jor en by his owh 
figure than by the medicines he had pre- 
e Bl es br ne, 

© After his departure, the apothecary, 
who had not come hither for nothitig, 
prepared himſelf for doing fomethi 12 | 
which may be eafily gueſſed; whethe 
he was afraid that the old woman could 
not acquit herſelf with dexterity enough, 
or wanted to operfte himſelf, in order 
to enhance the value of his ware; but, 
with all his addrefs, F do not know how it 


formed, when I reftored to the opera 
tor all that he Had given me, an FE 
his velvet ſuit in à flhe pickle,” He 
looked upon this accident as amisfor- 
tune annexed” to pharmacy, and wiping 
himſelf with a towel in ſileude, weſſt ava 
reſolying to make me pay the ſcowerer, 
to whom he was certainly obliged to 
ſend his coats. 
He returned next morning more plaia- 
ly dreſſed, thongh he had no riſque to 
run that day in bringing the phyfick 


* 


night before; for I not only felt myſelf 
mending every moment, but had ſuch 
an ave: ſion, ſince. the preceding day, to 
YT . . \$F | 4 . e 
phyficians and apothecaries, that I even 
curfed the univerſities where thoſe gen- 
tlemen receive the power of flaying men 


| with impunity. 


Ln this "diſpoſition 'T' ſwore that 1 
would take no more medicine, and wiſh- 
ed Hippocrates at the devil, with all his 
gang. The. wt who did not 
mind what became of his compoſition, 
provided he was 11 for it. leftit on the 

5 
word. I ordered the villainous meckr 


4 
7; 


ſolutely infiſte& on knowin 
become of my maſter. The old wo- 
man, who was apprehenſive of exciting 
in me a dangerous emotion, ſhould the 


haps to irritate my diſtemper by her ob- 
ſtinacy, made no anſwer; but 1 per- 


= with ſo much paſſion, that ſbe re- 


plied 


maces, that I could not Help neus king 
e — 


happened, the operation was ſcarce per- 


which the doctor had preſcribed the 


gratify my curioſity; or reſolving per- 
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plied at length, Sjgnior Cavalier, you 
* are now your own maſter ; Count Ga- 
* liano is gone back to Sicily.” 

1 could not believe what I heard, 
and yet there was nothing more true. 


That nobleman, the very ſecond day 


of my diſtemper, fearing that I would 
die at his houſe, had the generoſity to 
order me to be tranſported, with my 
little effects, to a hired room, where 
he had abandoned me, without cere- 
mony, to Providence and the care of a 
nurſe. In the interim, having receive, 
ed an order from court, obliging him 
to repaſs into Sicily, he ſet out with 
ſuch precipitation, that I was not fo 
much as thought of; whether he al- 
ready numbered me among the dead, or 
that people of quality are troubled with 
ſhort. memories. | 8 

My nurſe informed me of all this; 
and likewiſe aſſured me, it was ſhe who 
had called the phyſician and apothecary, 
that I might not periſh for want of aſſiſi- 


ance. Theſe comfortable news threw. 


me into a profound reyerie. - Adieu, 


my. advantageous ſettlement in Sicily! 


my ſanguine hopes, farewel! When 
© any great misfortune happens to you,” 
ſays a certain pop?, * examine yourſelf 
© well; and you will always perceive 
that it was, in ſome meaſure, owing 
© ro your own fault.“ No diſparagement 
to this holy father, I cannot ſee how I 
contributed to my own. miſchance on 
this occaſion. | . 
When I found the flattering chimeras 
with which I had ſtuffed my imagination 
vaniſhed, the next thing that I concern- 
ed myſelf about was my gortmanteau, 
which I. ordered her to bring to my 
bed-ſide, that 1 might examine it, I 
ſighed, when I perceived it open, cry- 
ing, * Ah, my dear portmanteaul my 
only conſolation | you have been, I 
* ſee, at the mercy of ſtrangers,'—* No, 
© no, Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid the old 
woman; don't be uneaſy ; nothing is 


© ftolen from vou; I have protected 


© your, box, as if it had been my own 
© honour.” _ 

I found in it the ſuit of cloaths which 
1 had when I came into the count's ſer- 
vice, but I looked in vain for that which 
the Meſſenian. had ordered to be made 


for me. My maſter had not thought 


proper to leave it with me, or elſe ſome- 
bod made free with it during my 


delirium. All my. other baggage re. 


mained, and even a great leathern purſe 
that contained my money, which 1 reck- 
oned twice, as I could not, at firſt, be- 
lie ve that there were but fifty piſtoles 


* 
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remaining of two hundred and fixty that 
were in it before I fell ſick. What is 
the meaning of this, my good mother l 
ſaid I to the nurſe ; my finances are 
* terribly diminiſhed.' —* And yet no- 
© body, ITY myſelf, hath touched 
them, ' ſaid the old woman; and I have 
been as frugal as poſſible: but ſickneſs 
© is very expenſive; one is always lay- 
ing out, Here, added the good mo- 
ther, taking a packet of paper out of 
her pocket; © here is an account of the 
« expence as juſt as the current coig, 
© which will ſhew that I have not em- 
* ployed a maravedi amiſs.” | | 
I glanced over the bill, which co 


} 
3 
- 


- tained fifteen or twenty pages. Mercy 


upon me! what a quantity of poultry 
had been e 1 4 1 e, my 
ſenſes. There was in broths only to the 
amount of twelve piſtoles at leaſt. The 
other articlcs were anſwerable to this. 
It cannot be imagined how much was 
laid out for wood, candles, water, and 
brooms, ' Nevertheleſs, ſwelled as this 

account was, the ſum total did not ex- 
ceed thirty piſtoles, conſequently there 
ought to be a remainder of one hundred 
and eighty. This I repreſented to her; 
but the beldame, with an air of devo- 
tion, began to take all the ſaints to wit- 
neſs, that there were but fourſcore piſ- 
toles in the purſe when the count's but- 
ler gave her the charge of my portman- 
teau. “ What is that you ſay, goody?” 


| cried I, with precipitation; * was it the 
| © butler who put my things into your 


© hands!'——+ Without doubt it was he,” 
the replied ; * by this token, that when 
© he gave me them, he ſaid, ** Good 
„ mother, when Signior Gil Blas is ſtiff, - 
„ don't fail to treat him with a good 
funeral, for there is money 5 8 
« in the portmanteau to anſwer the 
© expence,” | Ro ag 
Ah, damned Neapolitan !? cried I, 
I am no longer at a loſs to know how 
my money is gone: you have ſwept it 
© away, to make yourſelf ſome amends 
for the thefts I hindered you to com- 
mit.“ After this apoſtrophe, I thanked 
Heaven that the knave had not carried 
off the whole. Whatever reaſon 1 had, 
however, to accuſe the butler of having 
robbed me, I could not help thinking 
that the nurſe might pothi's have done 
the deed. My ſuſpicion fell ſometimes 
on one, ſometimes on the other; but it 
was ſtill the ſame thing to me. 


£ 
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I ſaid nothing to the old woman: 1 
did not even cavil at the articles of her- 
conſcionable bill; for I ſhould have got 


nothing by wrangling; and every, one 
IT ++ matt 
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muſt underſtand his trade: my reſent- 
ment, therefore, was contented with 
paying and diſmiſſing her three days 
after. | e Wo 
I believe, when ſhe went from me, 
ſhe advertiſed, the apothecary that ſhe 
had been diſmiſſed, and that I was well 
enough to decamp without taking my 
leave of him; for, in a moment after, 
he came to me, quite out of breath, 
and preſented his bill; in which, nnder 
names that were utterly unknown to 
me, althongh'1 had been a phyſician, 
he had ſet down all the pretended me- 
_ dicines with which he had furniſhed me 
while I was ont of my ſenſes. This bill 
might be juſtly ſaid to have been writ- 
ten in the true ſpirit of an apothecary; 
and accordingly we diſputed about the 
yment of it. I inſiſted on his abating 
one half of the ſum he demanded ; he 
ſwore he would not abate one maravedi. 
Conſidering, however, that he had to 
do with a young man who might give 
him the ſlip, by quitting Madrid that 
very day, he choſe rather to de con- 
tented with what J offered, that is, three 
times the value of his drugs, than to 
- run the riſque of loſing the whole. 1 
gave him the money with) infinite re 
gret, and he retired fully revenged for 
the ſmall diſgrace he had ſuffered on 
the day of the clyſter. BEE 
The phyſician appeared almoſt at the 
ſame time; for thofe animals are always 
at the tail of one another. I paid him for 
his vihts, which had been very nume 
rous, and ſent him away very well ſatis- 
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fees, he related all the mortal ſymp- 
diſtemper; a taſk he performed in very 


air, though it was altogether above my 


miniſters of the Fates; but I was mif- 


| a C2 liverance which, he ſaid, he attri- 


1 had, while I ſerved my laſt maſters, | 


own, however, that 
the wrong, to let myſelf fall a 


fied ; but before he would leave me, in 


1 — 


* * 


22 K 


BOOK Vin. 7 
I eber if ever 1 ſhould return to Madrid, 


: C H A P. . 
Eil Blas contracts a good acquaintance, and 
. obtains a poſt tliat conſoles lim for Count 
Galiano's ingratitude. The huftory of Don 
Valerio de Luna.” | 
M* not having heard of Nunnez all 
this time ſurprized me ſo much, 
that 1 concluded he muſt be in the 
country; and, as ſoon as I could walk, 
I went to his Jodgings, where I under- 
| ſtood that he had actually gone to An- 
daluſia, three weeks before, with the 
Duke de Medina Sidonia: One morn- 
ing, at waking, Don Melchior de la 
Ronda came into my head; and remem- 
bering that I had promiſed to him, 


ther introduction to proſperity. 


, 7 
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of the kitchen; and was going away, 


while I was at Grenada, to viſit his ne- | 


- 


{ 


order to prove that he had earned his 


toms, which he had prevented, in my 


learned terms, and with an agreeable 


comprehenſion. When T had diſpatched 
him, I thought 1 had got rid of all the 


taken; a ſurgeon, whom 1 had never 
ſeen, entered my apartment, and having 
ſaluted me very reſpectfully, expreſſed * 
great joy in ſeeing me out of danger ; 


buted to two copious bleedings that 
he had performed, and ſome cupping- 
glaſſes which he had the honour to ap- 
ply. This was another feather. to be 
plucked from my wing : I was fain to 
pay tribute to the ſurgeon alſo. ' After 
ſo many evacuations, my purſe became 
ſo feeble, that it was little better than 
a lifeleſs corpſe, ſo little of the radical 
moiſture remained. * | ON 

I began to loſe courage, when I ſaw 
myſelf relapſing into a ſtate of miſery. 


conceived too great affection for the con. 
veniences of life, and could no longer, 
as formerlv, look upon indigence with 
the eye of a Cynick philoſopher. I will 
was very much in 
rey to 
melancholy. After having ſo often ex- 
perienced that Fortune no ſooner over- 
threw me than ſhe raiſed me up again, 
1 ought to have regarded the trouble- 
ſome ſituation in which J was, as ano- 
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I reſolved to keep my promiſe that very. 
day. Having got a direction to the 
houſe of Dun Balthazar de Zuniga, T 
repaired thither, and aſked for Signiar 
Jaſeph Navarro, who ſoon appeared. 
When 1 faluted ys be received me 
olitely, but coldly, although I had fig 
Rißed pct name. I did not know 1955 
to reconcile this frozen reception wit! 
the character I had head of tlis cler 
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with a reſolution to ſave myſelf the 
trouble of a ſecond viſit, when, all of a 
ſydden, aſſuming an open ſmiling air, 
he cried, with a good deal of emotion, 
© Ah, Signior Gif Blas de Santillane | 
© pray pardon the reception I have given 
BEL; yon. 
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vou. My memory had betrayed my 


©* znclination : I had forgot your name, 
© and little thought that you was the 
© cavaiier of whom. mentian. is made 1n 
*a letter which I received from Gre 
* nada about four months ago. 
Ho rejoiced am I to fee you l' 
added he, throwing his arms about my 
neck, with tranſport ; my uncle Mel- 
* chior, whom 1 love and honour as a 
© father, conjures me, if perchance I 
© ſhould have the honour of ſeeing you, 
© to treat you in the fame manner as if 
© you was his fon, and io employ, if 
© there ſhould be occaſion, my own cre- 
© dit, and that of y friends. in your 
© behalf. He has praiſed the qualities of 
© your head and heart, in ſuch terms as 
© would have intereſted me in your fa- 


4 your, even if 1 had not been engaged 
© thereto by his recommendation. I] 


beg. therefore, that you will look upon 
© me as a man to whom my uncle has 
© ;3mparted, by letter, all his ſentiments 
© with regard. to you. I offer you my 
< friendſhip, and I hope you- will not 
© retuſe me yours.” . 
I anſwered with that gratitude which 
I owed to the polite behaviour of Jo- 
ſeph; and, like. people of warmth and 
fincerity, we con racted an intimacy on 
the ſpot: and I did not ſcruple to diſ- 
cloſe the ſituation of my affairs; which 


| 


what I wiſhed. 


: 


'© truſts two perſons with his own con- 
Don Diego de Monteſer has 
. © the care of gathering his rents; and 

his houſhold expence is managed by 


* ©£ CErns. 


Don Rodrigo de Calderona. 'Theſe 
two men, in whom he can confide, ex- 
©<erciſe their employ ments with abſolute 
authority, without the leaſt depen» 
:© dence on one another. Don; Diego 
; * uſually keeps in his ſervice two ſtewards 
to receive his caſh; and as I under- 
ſtood this morning that he had diſmiſ- 
© {ed one of them, 1 have been to aſk. 


© the place for you. Sigmor de Montes 


© ſer, who knows me, and whoſe friend-. 
* ſhip I may boaſt, has granted it with, 
out any difficulty, on my reccommens» 


dation of your morals and capacity. 
* We will go to his houſe this after». 


© noon.? OF | | Nan 
We went thither accordingly. I was 


very graciouſly. received, and inſtalled: 
| 
ed in viliting the farms, keeping them 


in the employment of the ſteward who 
had been diſmiſſed. His office conſiſt- 


in repair, and receiving the rents: in a 
word, I was concerned in the country: 
eſtate, and every month gave in my ac- 


counts to Don Diego, Who examined 
| This was 
Although my integrity. 


them with great attention, 


had been ſo ill repaid by my laſt maſter, 


he no ſooner heard, than he ſaid, I un- 


«© dertake to procure a place for you : | 


4 
5 


I was reſolved to continue always in the 
ſame path. | | 
One day, having got notice that a fire 


and, in the mean time, don't fail to + had happened at the caſtle of Lerma, 
© come and dine. with me every day. | and that more than half of it had been 


© You will fare better here than at your 
c eating-houſe.* The offer was too 
agreeable to a poor creature juſt come 
out of a fit of illneſs, who hid been 
uſed to good living, to be rejected. I 


accepted the invitation, therefore, and 


recruited ſo well in that family, that in 


_ fifteen days I had the face of a Barnar- 
dine monk. Me'ichior's nephew ſeemed to | 


make up his pack rarely ; but how could 
it be otherwiſe! He had three: ſtrings 
to his bow ; was, at the ſame time, but- 


— — 


reduced to aſhes, went thither imme- 
diately to take an account of: the da- 
mage; and having informed myſelf ex- 
actly, upon the ſpot, of all the circum- 
ſtances of the fire, I compoſed an ample 
relation of it, which Monteſer»ſhewed 
to the Duke of Lerma. This miniſter, 
notwithſtanding the affliction he was in 
to hear ſuch bad news, was ſtruck with 
the relation, and could not help aſking 
who was the author: Don Diego not 


| only ſatisfied him in that particular, bur 


ler, ſteward, and clerk of the kitchen; 


beſides, (our. friendſhip apart) 1 be- j 


lieve the comptroller of the houſe and 
be had a very good underſtanding toge- 


ther. 5 | 

I was perfectly recovered when my 
friend Joſeph, ſeeing me come in one 
day to dine as uſual, made up to me in a 
gay air, and ſaid, Signior Gil Blas, I 
© have got a pretty good place in view 
© for yon. You mult know that the 
© Duke of Lerma, prime-miniſter of the 
3 Spaniſh crown, in order to devote 


alſo ſpoke ſo much in my favour, that 
his excellency remembered me hx 
months after, on the occaſion of a ſtory 
which I am going to recount, and with» 


out which, perhaps, I ſhould never have 


been employed at court. Here it is. 
At that time, there lived.in the ſtreet 


of the Infantas, an old lady called Ine- 


ſilla de Cantarilla, whoſe birth was not 


certainly known. Some ſaid that ſhe 


himfelf entirely to affairs of ſtate, in- 


} 


was the daughter of à lute · maker; and 
others that her father was a commander 
of the order of St. Jago. Be that as it 
will, tbe was a predigy. Nature had 

N deſtowed 


4 


N 


lege of charming the male ſex during 
ihe Whole courſe of her life, which/ex- 
ceeded ſeventy-five years. She had been 


idolized by the noblemen of the old 


court, and ſa herſelf adored by thoſe 
of the new. Time that ſpares not even 
beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her in 
in vain; though he had withered it, he 
could not deprive her of the power to 
pleaſe: à noble air, an enchanting wit, 
and graces that were peculiar to her, 
made her inſpire, the men with: pallion, 


even in her old agmſGmeG. 


valier of five and twenty, ſaw: Inefilla, 
and fell in love with her. He declared 
himſelf in che moſt paſſionate terms, and 
eee his prey with all the fury that 


1 


ove and youth can inſpire. Phe lady, 


who had her reaſons for not complying , 


with his wiſhes, did not know how to 
moderate his flame. One day, how 
ever, thinking ſhe had found the means, 
ſhe carried the young man into hertlo- 
ſet, and pointing to a clock that ſtood 
upon the table, Vou fee, ſaid ſhe, 
£ what hour it is—on the ſame day and 
s hour did- I come into the world, ſe- 
_ © venty-five years ago; and do you 

« really think it becomes one of my age 
© to be engaged in love-intrigues? Re- 
* cal your reaſon, my child; and ſtiſie 
« thoſe ſentiments which are ſo unfuit-- 
«.able both to you and me.“ At this 
ſenſible advice, the cavalier, who no 
longer acknowledged the authority of 
reaſon, anſwered the lady with all the 


impetuoſity of a man poſſeſſed by the moſt | 


violent emotions, Cruel Inelillal. why 
© have you recourſe to fuch friyofous 
«.remonſtrances? Do you imagine that 
they can change you in my eyes? 
Don't flatter yourſelf with fach a vain 
hope. While you are ſuch as behold 
© you, or while my view is faſcinated by 
the charm, 1 cannot ceaſe to love you.“ 


— Well then, ' ſaid the, © fince you are 


fo obſti nate as to perſiſt in the re ſolu- 
tion of fatiguing me with your addreſ- 
c ſes, my houſe thall be no longer open 
© to you. I forbid you to come near it, 
and deſire to ſee you no more. 
- You will, perhaps, believe, after this, 
that Don Valerio, difconcerted at 
what he had heard, made an honourable 
retreat. On the contrary, he became 
ſtill more importunate. Love produces 
the fame effect in it's votaries as wine 
does in drunkards. The cavalier beg. 
ged, ſighed; and, making a ſudden tran- 
elne t 
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tion from entreaties to rage, attempted 
to enjoy by force, what he could not 


Know that you are my ſon.“ Don 
Valerio was confounded at theſe words, 
which ſuſpended the violence of his 
paſſion. But, imagining: that Inefilla 
; ſpoke thu+-only to be rid of his ſolicita- 
tions, he anſwered, You have invent. 
ed that fable to elude my deſires. 


]. No, no,“ ſaid ſhe, interrupting him; 
One of the Duke of Lerma's ſecreta- 
ries, called Don Valerio de Luna, a ca- 


I reveal a myſtery, which 1 ſhould al- 
ways have Concealed, had not you re- 
duced me to the neceſſity. of diſcloſing 
it. Six and twenty years ago, 1 was 

© in love with Don Pears de Luna, your 
«© father, who was then governor of Se- 
« govia; and you became the fruit of 
our mutual pafſion. He owned you 
for his fon, gave you good education; 
and although he had not been without 
other children, your good qualities 
would have determined him to leave 
you a fortune. I, for my part, did 
© not forſake yon. As ſoon as you be- 
© gan to appear in the world, 1 allur- 
ed you to my houſe, in order to in- 
ſpire you with that polite behaviour 
V which is ſo neceſſary to a gallant man, 
and which women only can beſtow. + E 


to introduce you into the prime- mi- 
{ © niſter's ſervice. In ſhort, 1 have in- 
© tereſted myſelf for you, as I ought to 
* de for a ſon. After this declaration, 
take your own meaſures. If you can 
« purify your ſentiments, and look u 
me only as a mother, I do not baniſh 
you from my fight, but will treat you 
with all the tenderneſs I have hither- 
to preſerved; but if you are incapa+ 
© ble of that effort, which both nature 
and reaſon demand, fly this moment; 
and deliver me from the horror of 
| © your-preſence.? ? 
While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, 
Don Valerio remained in a protound 
filence. He ſeemed to recal his virtue, 
and endeavour to-vanquith himſelf; but 
he meditared another deſign, and pre- 
pared a quite different ſpectac e for bis 
mother. Being unable to confole him. 
ſelf tor the inſurmountable obſtacle that 
oppoſed his wiſhes, he baſely yielded to 
his deſpair: he drew his fward, and 
plunged it in his own boſom; puniſhing 
himſelf like another Oedipus, with this 
difterence, that the I heban plucked aut 


— 


Nini 


his own eyes, out of grief for having 
donmitted 


* 


otherwiſe obtain. But the lady, re- 
ſilting with courage, cried, with an air 
of indignation, Hold, raſh wreich EI 
ill ſoon bridle your impious ardour- 


: © did more; I employed all my credit | 
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committed the crime; whereas the 

Caſtilian ſtabbed himſelf, becauſe. he 

could not commit it. 
The unhappy Don Valerio did not 

die ee of the blow he had gi- 


ven himſelf; but had time to repent, 
and aſk pardon of Heaven, for having 


taken away his own life. As he left, 
by his death, a vacancy in the poſt of 


ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, that. 


miniſter, who had not forgot my account 
of the fire, nor the good character he 


had heard of me, choſe me to fill the | 


place of this young gentleman, 


| CHAP. II. 
Gil Blas is preſented to the Duke of Lerma, 


who receives him into the number of his 
ſecretaries; ſets him to work, and ts fu- 
tisfied with his performance. 
M ONTESER was the perſon 
L who informed me of this agree- 
able news, and ſaid, Friend Gil Blas, 
© though I feel ſome regret in loſing 
© you, I love you too well not to be over- 
© zoyed at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. 
© You will not fail to make a fine for- 
© tune, provided you follow two pieces 
© of advice which I have to give you. 
The firſt is, to appear fo much attach- 


ed to his excellency, that he ſhall ne- 


© ver doubt of your being entirely de- 
© yoted to his will. And the ſecond is, 
© to make your court to Signior Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona ; for that man 
« moulds the mind of his maſter like 
© wax. If you nave the good fortune to 
£ acquire the good-will of that favourite 


© ſecretary, you will go a great way in 
4a very little time.” = 


- + Signior,? ſaid I to Don Diego, after 
having thanked him for his goodadvice, 
« tell me, if you pleaſe, Don Rodrigo's 
character. I have often heard him 
© ſpoke of, and repreſented bad enough; 
© but 1 have not much confidence in the 
© pictures which people draw of thoſe 
£ who have poſts at court; though ſome- 
times, I believe, they do not judge a- 
© miſs. Pray, tell me then, what do 
© you think of Signior Calderona ??— 
c you aſk me a very delicate queſtion,” 
replied the overſeer with a ſatirical 
© I would tell any body but you, 
« without heſitation, that he is a very 
* honourable gentleman, of an unble- 
© miſhed character: but 1 will deal 
© more frankly with you; for, beſides 
that I believe you a young man of diſ- 
£ cretion, I think it my duty to talk 
* openly to you of Don Rodrigo, ſince 


© 1 have adviſed you to culiivate him 


—— 


with care; otherwiſe, I ſhould only 
© oblige you by Jalves. 16 tt ent 
_ * You. muſt know then, that from 

a ſimple domeſtick of his excellency, 
© when he was only Don Francis de San- 
* doval, this man has arrived, by de- 


_+ grees, at the poſt of his firſt ſecretary. 


© There never was a prouder man; he 


looks upon himſelf as the Duke of 


© Lerma's colleague; and, at the bot- 
* tom, he may be ſaid to ſhare with him 
the authority of prime-miniſter ; ſince. 
« he-beftows poſts and governments on 
« whom he pleaſes to oblige. This the 
© publick often murmurs at; but he 
gives himſelf no trouble about the 
* matter : provided an affair yields him 
© a handſome preſent, ke bids defiance. 
to cenſure. You will eaſily conceive! 
© from what I have ſaid, added Don 
Diego, how you are to behave to ſuch. 
* a haughty mortal.'—*O yes!” ſaid 11 
© leave that to me: it will be very un- 
© lucky indeed, if I cannot gain his fa- 
© vour, When one knows the foible of 
© a perſon who he wiſhes to pleaſe, he 
© muſt be no conjurer if he fails of ſuc- 
5 ceſs.'— Well then,“ replied Monte-- 
ſor; © I will now preſent you to the 
Duke of Lerma.“ 

We went immediately to the houſe of 


that miniſter, whom we found giving 


audience in a great hall, where there 
was more company than at court. Here 
I ſaw commanders, and knights of Ca- 
latrava and St. Jago, ſoliciting for go- 
vernments and vice-royalties ; biſtrops, 
who, being ſickly at their own dioceſes, 


deſired to be made archbiſhops, only for 


the change of air; and ſome holy fa- 
thers, of the order of St. Dominick and 
St. Francis, who laid claim to the mitre 
with great humility. I likewiſe ob- 
ſerved ſome half-pay officers, who acted 


the ſame part that Captain Chinchilla 


had formerly done; that is, ſpent all they 
had in dancing attendance for a pen- 
ſion. 
their deſires, he at leaſt received their 


petitions with great affability; and 1 


erceived that he anſwered very polite · 
y to thoſe who ſpoke to him. 
We waited patiently until he had diſ-- 
patched all theſe ſuppliants; then Don 
Diego ſaid to him, * My lord, here is 
« Gil Blas de Santillane, that young 
man whom your excellency has choſen 
© to ſupply the place of Don Valerio.“ 
At theſe words the duke, caſting his 
eyes upon me, ſaid, in a very obliging 
manner, That I had already — . 
it by the ſervices I had done him. He 


afterwards carried me into his cloſet, to 


diſcourſe 


If the duke did not gratifv all 


diſcourſe with me in private, or rather 
to judge of my underſtanding by my con- 
verſation. He deſired to know: who I 
was, and the life I had hitherto. led, 
exadting of me à lincere narration of the 
whole. What a detail was this for me 
to give! there was no thinking of telling 
es before a prime-miniſfer of Spain. 
On the other hand, I had ſo many 
things to tell at the expence of my va- 
nity, that I could not reſolve on a ge- 
neral confeſſion. How ſhould I extri- | 
cate myſelf from this embarraſſment! I 
took the reſolution of embelliſhing the 
truth in thoſe parts where it would have 
offended in it's nakedneſs; but he did not 
fail to diſcover it in ſpite of all my ſkill. 
Monſieur de Santillane,? ſaid he, with 
a ſmile, when I had finiſhed my ſtory, 
« I ſee. you have been in your time a lit. 
© tle upon the picare “.“ I anſwered | 
with a bluſh, Vour excellency order. | 
ed me to be ſincere, and I have obey- 
ged. — 1 am obſiged to thee. for it,“ 
replied : go, my child; thou haſt come 
© off very cheaply. - l am aſtoniſhed that 
thou waſt not undone by ill example. 
There are many honeſt people who 
« would have turned rogues, had For- 
tune put them to the ſame trials. 


Friend Santillane, continued the 


miniſter, forget thy paſt life, and re- 
member that thou now belongeſt to 
© the king, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt 
© be employed for the tuture. Follow 
« me, and I will make thee. acquainted 
+ with the nature of thy office. He car- | 
_ ried me into a little cloſet adjoining to 
his own, where I ſaw, upon ſhelves, 
twenty thick regiſters in folio, It is 
here, ſaid he, Where thou muſt work. 
< Theſe regiſters: compoſe a dictionary 
| © of all the noble families within the 
© kingdoms and principalities of the 
s Spaniſh monarch. Every book con- 
© tains, in alphabeticalorder, the abridg- 
© edhiſtory ofevery gentleman ; in which 
© are. recounted the ſervices which he 
© and his anceſtors have performed to 
the ſtate, as well as the affairs of ho- 
* nour in which they have been engag- 
*ed. There is alſo mention made of 
« their fortune, morals, and, in a word, 
of all their bad qualities; ſo that when 
© they come to ſolicit favours at court, 1 
© ſee with one glance of my eye, whe 
© ther or not they deſerve them. That 


- 


may have an exact intonation of all 
© theſe things, I have penſionaries every 


s where, who take -care ta get good 


GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE.: 


in writing: but, as their memorials 


© are often diffuaſe, and ſtuffed with pro- 


Lvincial mades of expreſſion, they muſt 


© be. rendered more conciſe, and the 
.* dition poliſhed; be eauſe his majeſty 


© read to him; In this work, which re. 
< quires a perſpicuous ſtyle, Iwill em- 
« ploy thee this very moment“. 
So ſaying, he took out of a port - folio 
full of papers, a memorial, which he 
put into my hand; and went out of the 
cloſet, leaving me at liberty to perform 
my "_ dÞefſats I read the piece, which 
ſeemed 
terms, but even filled: with indecent 
poſton, though it had been compoſed 
y a. monk in thaown. of Salſona. He 
there tore to- pieces, without mercy, 
a good Catalonias family) and God 
knows if he fpoke truth; it looked 
much like à ſcandalotis libel, that T 1 
firſt made ſome ſcruple of working upon 
it, being afraid of making myſelf an ac- 
complice in the. calumny. Neverthe- 
leſs, noviee as I was at court, I 5 8 
on, at the hazard of his reverence's ſoul; 
and placing all the iniquity, if there 
was any in the caſe, to Bis account, be- 
gan to diſhonour, in good 
phraſes, two or three generations of h. 
neſt men perhaps. e 
1 had already finiſhed four or five 
| Pages, when the duke, (impatient 10 
now how I performed, returned, and 
ſaid, * Santillane, ſhew me what-thou 
© haſt done; for I long to ſee it.) A 
the ſame time, throwing. his eyes upon 
my work, he read the beginning with 
greut attention; and ſeemed ſo well ſa- 
tisfied, that I was ſurprized at his com. 
mendations. Prepoſſeſſed as I was 
© in r ſaid he, I; confeſs 
thou haſt ſurpaſſed my expectation: 
© thou writeſt not only with all the e 
© neſs and diſtinction that I deſired, 
but thy ſtyle is alſo ſpirited and eaſy; 
thou juſtifieſt the choice I have made 
© of thy 7 and conſuleſt me for the 
© loſs of thy predeceſſor.* He would 
not have confined my elogium to this, 
had he not been interrupted by the ar- 
rival of his nephew the Count de Le- 
mos, whom his exceHency embraced fe- 
veral times, and received in ſuch a man» 
ner as gave me to underſtand that he 
loved him witha tender affection. They 


ſhut themſelves up 2 to talk in 
air, 


hinges of a family a which 1 ſhall 


intelligence, which they tranſmit to me 
3 ' Ty 1 qv ov | „ „„ . g | * IIS 5 
A Spaniſh. word, fignifying rogue. e 


| and with. which the miniſter, at the 


n 


2 
© 


« ſometimes orders theſe regiſters to be 


not only ſtuffed with barbarous. 


— 


Caſtilian - 


ve-occafion to mention in the 4 | 
78 


— _ 


— 8 q 
> Ge 3 es * 1 4 - ® 7 
* e V py * — ha — | Ko I 
722 — Fes — > oa — . "- * 
- ALAS the > © n — — 
2 * - 5 om” - GP —— = * = 


£5 
LD p : n VEIL os 8 5 
—— FF A ˙ð 3 m ˙ rrmyrcaga ge 2 D 
. TE TEES £04 EEE Ca N. f# D 


. 


22 


Der N 

3 * Sixt) 

» 48. 992323 

r 2 FL 7 
W - 


IE EPS WA x 
n 


5 . 
r 
r 

EPS; 


«Ae 


— 


* 

2 . 7 n = „ r 

5 * — L - 8 3 : get” +, 
- *& ba — « 44 — * 4 « * . W - o — — 2 vi 7 4 = s 
n . cds War rr e 3 . 
= - RET 3 n 8 n e 3 
n 2 - PBS r 13 Edd: SEEDS rd — .- — 3 
— 5 : \ 7 


Aus 
— 


* 

— — o _ 
2. 1 
* 

8 


3 — 
oa os 
1 


6h = 


bd vs EG 40 


= 
i 


” n 


* 

es 4 

7 
5 


— 3 
n 


* 


22 THE HISTORY AND ADVEN MRR Or 


—— 


—— — öö!— 


I heard the clock ſtrike twelve; and as 
I'knew that the ſecretaries and clerks 
quitted their offices at that hour, to go 
and dine ſomewhere, I lefuttiy perform: ' 
ance, and went out, not with a view of 
going to Monteſer's houſe, for he had 
already paid my appointments, and | 
nad taken my leave of him, but to the 
moſt famous ordinary at the court-end 
of the town: a common eating-houſe 
would mot now” ſerve my turn. Ne- 
ener that thou now belongeft io the king. 
Theſe words which the duke had pro. 
nounced, were ſeeds of ambition that 
every inſtant ſprung pin my 0. 
o d 14 2429115 
N 254 th H A P. III. | 
Be learns that his poſt. is not altagetſer 
, without mortiſications. His uneaſineſs at 
tis piece of news, which obliges ham to al- 
5 8 5 | 


ter bus conduct. . 
a Was at great pains, when J entered, 
A to let the landlord know that I was 
ſecretary to the prime miniſter; and, 
in that quality, I did not know what to 
order for my dinner: I was afraid of 
 beſpeaking ſomething that might ſa- 
vour of parſimony, and therefore bade 
Him dreſs what hie himſelf ſhould think 
ee Accordingly, he regaled me 
a ſumptuous manner, and I was 
ſerved with marks of reſpect which gave 
me ſtill more pleaſure than the good 
cheer. When the bill was brouglit, I 
threw a piſtole upon the table, leaving 
40 the waiters one fourth of it at leaſt; 
for ſo much remained over and above 
the reckoning. After which I ſtrutted 
away with ſuch geſtures as ſhewed that 
I was mighty well pleaſed with my o-] n 

on. | e 

About twenty yards from hence, 
there was a large houſe, in which neble- 
men that were ftringers common]; 
lodged. Here I hired an apartment, 
1 of five or ſix rooms hand- 
ſomely furniſhed, as if I already en- 
joyed two or three thouſand ducats a 
year; and even paid the firſt month per 
advance. Afterwards, returning to 
work, T ſpent the whole afternoon in 
continuing what I had begun in-the 
morning. There were'two more ſe. 
eretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but 
they only tranſcribed what the duke 
gave them to copy. With theſe I con- 
tracted an acquaintance that very even- 


time, ſeemed to be more engroſſed than ſooner," carried 5 them to my taverny 
with the buſineſs of the king. [Where k ordered for ſupper the beſt 
While thev were engaged together; { diſhes in ſeaſon, wy the moſt” dehcate 

; At Ai TAE min 


»” 


wines. wad . 

We fat down together; and began 
to converſe with niore*gaiety than wit; 
for to do juſtice to my gueſts, I ſoon 
perceived that they did not owe to their 


genius the places which they poſſeſſed. 


They were connoiſſeurs, indeed, in the 
different kinds of hand-writing; - but 
they had not the leaſt tincture of uni- 
verſity education. 333 mw 7185 
To make amends for this, they un- 
derftood their on little intereſts to ad- 
miration; and were not ſo much intoxi- 
cated with the*hogour of ſerving the 
prime · miniſter, but that they complain- 
ed of their ſituation. We Have,“ fait 
one of them, already exerciſed our 
* employment five months at our own 
© expence, without touching one far 
thing and; which is worte, our ap- 
pointments are not regulated, not do 
„e know upon what footing we are.“ 
As for my part,” ſaid'the other, * 1 
< would, with alt my heart; put up with 
twenty ſtripes, inſtead of appoint - 
© meats, to be'allowed the Hberty of en- 
« gaging myſelf. elfe here; for. I dare 
© not retire of my own accord, nor de- 
© mand my drſmiſſion, after the ſecrets 
© with which I have been intruſted; 
«elſe I might chance to viſit the tower 
© of Segovia, or caſtle of Alicant.?ꝰ 
How do you make ſhift to live 
then ?* ſaid I to chem: 1 ſuppoſe 


© you have fortunes of your own.“ They 


anſwered, thiey had very little money; 
but, luckily tor them, they lodged at 
the houſe of an honeſt widow, who gave 
them credit for their board, at the rate 


of one hundred piſtoles a year from 


F. 


each. All this diſcourſe, of which 1 


did not loſe one word, diſſipated in an 


ing, when we went out together; and, | 


in order to gain their friendſhip the 


inſtant the fumes of my pride: 1 con- 
chided, that no more conſideration 
would be paid to me than to others; 
conſequently, I had no cauſe to be ſo 
much charmed with my poſt, Which was 
not quite ſo ſubſtantial as I had imagin- 
ed; and that, in ſhort, I could not be 
too frugal of my AIG Thefe reflec- 
tions cured me of my extravagance. 
began to repent of having invited m 
fellow-fecretarres ; Withed the 'repaſt at 
an end; and, whey the bill was brought, 
diſputed with the landlord on every ar- 
ticle. N bes, 5 18 
My friends and I parted at midnight; 


| becanfe I did not prefs them to ſtay. - 


longer. They went home to their wi- 


dow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, 
| which 


. 


which I now was mad, with myſelf; for 
having. hired, and which I firmly re. 
ſolved.to leave at the month's. end. It 
was to no purpoſe to me to lie down on 
4 good bed: my anxiety baniſhed. all 
repoſe; and I pple the night in con- 
triving.means of being paid by his ma- 
jeſty for my work, I ſtuck, on this oc 
caſion, to Monteſer's advice, and roſe. 
with, a reſolution of going to pay my 
reſpects to Don Rodrigo de Calde- 
rona., 1 was in a very proper diſpaſi- 
tion to appear before ſuch a proud man, 
becauſe I. found I bad occaſion for his. 
FFT 
I repaired then to the ſecretary, whole. 
lodging communicated. with that of the 
Duke of Lerma, and, even equalled it 
in magnificence: by the, furniture, it 
would have been a difficult matter to 
diſtinguiſh the maſter ſrom the man. I 
ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſor of 
Don. Valerio; but, for all that, I waited. 
in the ,,anti-chamber upwards of an 
hour,! Mr. New Secretary, ſaid I to 
myſelf at this juncture, (have a little 
patienqe, if you pleaſe; I find you, muſt. 
© dance . yourſelf, before. you 
make other people do. ſo.“ The 
chamber- door being opened at length, I 
entered, and advanced towards Don Ro- 


drigo, who, having juſt finiſhed a billet. had with the duke. 


doux to his charming Sirena, was put- 
ting it into Pedrillo's. hands. I had 
never appeared before the Archbiſhop 
of Grenada, the Count  Galiano, nor 
even the prime-miniſter, ſo. reſpectfully 


as 1 preſented myſelf to the eyes of Sig- | 


nior de Calderona, whom'I ſaluted with. 
a bow. to the very ground, begging his 
protection in ſuch, ſubmiſlive terms, 
that I, cannot remember them without 
a, bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
turned to my prejudice. in the opinion 
of a real gentleman; but he was pleaſed 


with my groveling behaviour, and aſ- 


ſured me, obligingly enough, that he 
would let flip no opportunity of doing 
me ſervice........; - ZE 8 | 
I thanked, him with e demonſtra- 
tions. of. zeal for his favourable ſenti - 
ments of me; and having yowed an. 
eternal attachment to him, took my 
leave, for fear of incommoding him, 
ind begged, he would excuſe me, if 1 
had, interrupted him in his important 
affairs. As ſoon as I had acted this 
mean part, I went to my office, where 
finiſhed the taſk which had been im- 
poſed. The duke, who did not fail to 
come thither in the morning, was no 
leſs pleaſed with the end than he bad 
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and ſaid, '4 This is extremely well: write 
as well as thou canſt this abridged 
hiſtory in the regiſter of, Catalonia; 
Lafter Which thou ſhalt take another» 
information out of the port: folio, and 
'© manage. it in the ſame. man ger. I 
had a pretty long converſat ion wirh his. 
excellency, and was charmed with, hi. 
ſweetneſs and familiarity, of behaviour. 
What a difference was there between» 
lum and Calderona.! They were two; 
ſigures ſtrongly contraſted. | 


4 


| / 1, dined that day io an ,eating- houſe, 


* 


for a moderate expence; and reſolved: 
; to, go thither incognito every evening, 
until I ſuould ſee the effect of my com- 
hlaiſance and» ſervility., I had money 
ſufſicient to: maintain me three months, 
during which, I reſolved. to work at a 
venture; purpoſing, as the ſhorteſt fol- 
lies are the leaſt prejudicial, to aban- 
don the court, and all it's tinſel, if 1 
ſhould receive. no ſalary before the ex- 
; Piration of that term. This, therefore, 
was my plan: I ſpared; nothing, du- 
ring two months, to pleaſe Calderona; 
but he took ſo little notice of my en- 
deavouxs, that, deſpairing of ſujcceſs, 1 
changed my conduct towards him, and 
[exerted myſelf. wholly. in, profiting. by 


thoſe moments of converſation Which IL. 


J+4 


"3 07 RES © 422% 
L , $53 ESE » 742 x 12 7 
Gil Blas gains the fayotr of 'the "Duke 
: " Lerma, who entruſts him with"a ſecret 
gent importance. EIN denen, 
E „F . & 20S >> lf ROS 52 
A UH his grace, to uſe the 
4 expreſſion, only juſt appeared be- 
fore me, and vaniſhed again, every day, 
I inſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo agree - 
able to his excellency, that he ſaid to 
me one afternoon, Hark'e, Gil Blas; 
2 1 like thy diſpoſition and underſtand- 
ing, and have a regard: for thee ac- 
cordingly. Thou art a zealous faith. 
| © ful young fellow, extremely intelligent 
and diſcreet; ſo that I, don't think. I 
| * ſhall.miſplace my confidence, if I be- 
flow it upon thee,” 1 threw myſelf 
on my. knees, when I heard theſe words; 
and, after having reſpectfully. kiſſed one 
of his hands, which he held out to raiſe 
me up, anſwered, ls it poſſible, then, 
« that your excellency can deign to 
© honour me with ſuch; extraordinary 
« favour? What ſecxet enemies will your 
* goodneſs. rarſe up againſt me! But- 
there is only, one man whoſe hatred I 
« dread, and that is Don Rodrigo de 
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been with the beginning of my work, 


| © Calderona.!. 


Thou haſt nothing to apprehend 
r eee. 


— 


from that \ ms 69 rephed the duke. 
© F know Calderona ; he has been at- 
©tached to me from his infancy; and, 
J may venture to ſay, his ſentiments 
© are ſo conformable. to mine, that he 


© thoſe who diſoblige me: | inſtead of 
* reading his averſion, thou mayeſt, 
on the "contrary, depend up 
© friendſhip.“ By this, I could plainly 


a eunning rogue, who had got poſ- 


him. © To begin,“ added the duke, 
« with putting thee in poſſeſſion of my 
confidence, I will diſcloſe to thee a 
© deſign which 1 have projected; for 
dit is neceſſary that thou ſhouldſt be 
informed of it, that thou mayeſt ac- 
« quit thyſelf the better of the com- 
miſſions in which I intend to employ 
* thee. I have a long time beheld my 
Authority in general reſpected, my de- 
* cifions blindly followed, and com- 
© miſſtons, employments, governments, 


* of according to my with. I may be 
4 © ſaid to reign in Spain; and it is im- 
© poſſible to puſh my fortune farther; 
s bar 1 would fecure it againſt the 
© ſtorms that begin to threaten me; and, 
« for that effect, want to have my ne- 
© phew, the Count de Lemos, for my 
« {ucceffor in the miniſtry.?. ; 

extremely ſurprized at what I heard, 
ſaid, I ſee your ſurprize, Santillane ; 
© you think it very ſtrange that I ſhould 
prefer my nephew to my own ſon the 
« Duke 4 Uzeda; but you muſt know 
- © that this laſt has too narrow a genius 


enemy; he has found the ſecret of 
© being agreeable to the king, who 
6 this is what 1 cannot bear. The 
£ ſeffion of a woman whom we adore; 
© a piece of happineſs, of which we are 
© ſo jealous, that we cannot reſolve to 
© ſhare it with a rival, howeyer con- 
© need to us by the ties of blood and 
5 friendfhip. | N 

« I now diſcloſe to thee,” continued 
his grace, the very battom of my ſoul. 
1 have already attempted to ruin the 
Duke 4Uzeda with his majeſty ; and, 
© as I could not ſucceed, I have changed 
© my battery. I deſign that the Count 
de Lemos ſhall inſinuate himſelf into 
© the good graces of the Prince of Spain. 
' © Being gentleman of his bed - chamber, 


© carefſes thoſe whom I love, and hates 


perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo was 


on his 


ſeſſion of his excellency's ſoul 1 and 
that I could not be too cautious with 


*-vice-royaltics, and benefices, diſpoſed 


6 to fill my place: belides, I am his 


© wants to make him his favourite; and 


* favour of a ſovereign is like the poſ- 


| 


Here the duke, obſerving that I was 
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* he has an opportunity of talking with 


©ente 

© oppoſe my nephew to my ſon, and 
« breed a diviſion between the two cou- 
* fins, which will oblige them both to 
court my ſupport, the awe of which 
will keep them ſubmiſſive to my will. 


* and thy aſſiſtance will be very fervice- 
able to me; for I will always ſend there 
to the Count de Lemos, and thou ſhalt 


have occaſion to impart “, 

After this confidence, which 1 re- 
garded as ready-money, I no longer 
felt any diſquiet. At length,“ ſaid 1 
to myſelf, «I am under the ſpout; a 
ſhower of gold will certainly rain 


* the confident of a man, who, by way 
* of excellence, is called the great pillar 
« of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſhould be, 
in a very ſhort time, loaded with 
*wealth!' Full of ſuch agreeable hope, 
I faw with indifference my poor purſe 
gividg-up the ges HE, 


T Ws 1 DES 5 „ 
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Git Blas is overwheimed with joy, nsr, 
and diftreſs. 1500 + 5 


HE miniſter's affection for me was 
ſoon perceived; for he affected to 


uſed to carry in his own hand to coun- 
cil. This novelty, making people look 
upon me as a ſmall favourite, excited 
the envy of ſeveral perſons, and was the 
occaſion of my receiving a great deal of 
court holy-water. My two neighbours, 
the ſecretaries, were not the laſt in com- 
plimenting me upon my approaching 
greatneſs ;'and they invited me to ſup 
at their widow's, not ſo much in return 
for my treat, as with a view to engage 
me in their behalf for the future. I 
was welcomed every where; even the 
haughty Don Rodrigo changed his be- 


thing but Signior de Santillane; though, 
pony that, he only favoured me with 
vou, always omitting the term yntor. 
He loaded me with Gifts eoenatty 
when he th t our patron might ob- 
ferve him: but I aſſure you he had no 


fool to deal with; I anſwered all his 
kindneſs with equal politeneſs ; and the 


more 10, the more 


Hated him in' my 
Pegs heart ; 


* _ 
* 


* 


© him every moment; and, beides that” 

© he does not want wit, 1 know a fiire 

method for him to ſucceed” in that 

f her By this ſtratagem, 1 Will 
m 


© This,” added he, is my ſcheme; ' 


give marks of it in publick, giving me 
the charge of his port-folio, which he 


haviour to me, and now called me no- 


© report from him whatever he ſhalt” 


* upon me; for it is impoſſible but that 


— 2. —— 


heart: an old courtier could not have 
excelled me in this particular. 
I likewiſe: e my lord duke 
to court, whither he commonly went 
three times a day. In the morning, he 
entered his .majeſty's bed-chamber as 
ſoon. as he was awake; and, kneeling 
by the bed - ſide, diſcourſed of thoſe 
things that were to be done in the day; 
having alſo dictated to his maſter what 
was to be ſaid, he retired ; and returned 
immediately after dinner, not to talk on 
ſtate affairs, but to converſe on enter- 
taining ſabjetts, and regale the kin 
with all the merry adventures which 
happened in Madrid, and of which he 
was always very early informed. Laſt 
of all, he viſited him, for the third 
time, in the evening, when he gave 
ſuch an account as he thought proper 
of what he had done through the day, 
and in a careleſs manner aſked his ma- 
jeſty's orders for to-morrow. While 
e was with the king, I remained in the 
anti-chamber, where I ſaw. people of 
quality, devoted to the idol Favonr, 
court my converſation, and think them- 
ſelves happy if I entered into diſcourſe. 
with them. How, after this, could I. 
help thinking myſelf a man 'of-conſe- 
quence! There are a great many at 
court who have the ſame opinion of 
themſelves, upon a much more ſlender 
foundation, | | 
One day, I had ſtill more food for my 
vanity : the king, to whom the duke 
had ſpoke very advantageouſly of my 
ſtyle, was very curious to ſee a ſpecimen 
of it. Upon which his excellency made 
me take up the Catalonian regiſter, and, 
carrying me into the preſence, ordered 
me to read the firſt ſtory which I had 
abridged. If I was at firſt diſturbed 
by the preſence of the prince, I was 
ſoon compoſed by that of the miniſter ; 
and read my performance, which his 
majeſty heard with pleaſure. He ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction, and even recom- 
mended me to the miniſter's protection. 
This did not all diminiſh the pride of 
my heart; and the converſation which 
I had, a few days after, with the Count 
de Lemos, quite filled my head with the 
ideas of ambition. I went to.thisnoble-" 
man from his uncle; and, finding him 
at the prince's court, preſented to him 
a letter of eredentials; in which the 
duke told him, that he might open 
himſelf to me, as to one who was per- 


1 


fectly well n 3 with their de- 


ſign, and choſen by him as their com- 
mon meſlenger. The count having 
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time. 


Cc matter. 5 N 


read this billet, conducted me into a 


„ « 


| ſure- to a great prince} * Soft] Mr. 
Ff 2 5 Gn 


—ů 


room; and, having locked the door, 
ſpoke in this manner: Since you en- 
joy the confidence of the Duke of 
© Lerma, I don't doubt that you deſerve 
* it, and I ought to make no difficult 
in giving you mine alſo. You muſt 
© know, then, that matters go on ſwim-. 
* mingly. The Prince of Spain diſtin- 
8 — me from all the noblemen Wo 
© are perſonally attached to him, and 
who ſtudy to pleaſe him. I had this 
morning a private converſation with 
him, in which he ſeemed chagrined at 
© ſeeing. himſelf, through the | king's 
* avarice, unable to follow the dictates 
© of his generous heart, or even to ſpend 
© like a prince. On this occaſion, I did 
© not fail to lament his ſituation ; and, 
« profiting by the opportunity, promiſed 
to bring a thouſand piſtoles to him ar 
© his levee to-morrow, as an earneſt of 
greater ſums, which I have undertaken 
© to furniſh him with in a very little 
He was charmed with: my pro- 
* miſe; and I am certain of captivati 

his favour, if I keep my word. Go, 
© and tell theſe circumſtances to my 
© uncle, and return in the evening to 
inform me of his ſentiments of the 


Iquitted the Count de Lemos imme- 
diately, and went back to the Duke of 
Lerma; who, on my report, ſent to 
Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, which 
he gave me to carry in the evening to 
the count. This I performed, ſaying 
to myſelf, * Oho! i now ſee: plainly 
what the infallible method is whic 
© the miniſter takes to ſucceed in his 
© enterprize : upon my ſoul, he is in 
the right! and, to all appearance, theſt 
« prodigalities will not ruin his fortune: 
© ] can eaſily gueſs from whoſe: coffers 
«© theſe piſtoles are taken; but, after 
« all, it is but reaſonable that the father 
© ſhould maintain the ſon.* The Count 
© de Lemos, when we parted, ſaid ſoftly, 
Farewel, dear confident! the Prince 
of Spain is a little amorous; you and 
«I muſt have a conference on that ſub. 
© ject one of theſe days. I foreſee that 
< I ſhall have occaſion for your dexte- 
5 _ very ſoon.* I came home muſi 
ont 
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Gil Blas,“ ſome folks will ſay ; the 
© buſineſs was only to make you deputy- 
* minifler.* IJ oben it: bur at bottom 
the hondour of both theſe poſts is equal; 
the difference lies in the profits only. 


While 1 executed theſe noble com- 


miſſions, advancing every day. farther 


and farther in the good graces of the 

f ſuch enchanting 
hopes, how happy ſhould I have been, 
if ambition had ſecured me from' the 
cravings of hunger! More than two. 
months had elapſed ſince I had quitted 
my magnificent apartment, and hired a. 
Imall chamber very frugaily furniſhed. 


prime-miniſter, wit 


Although this gave me-ſome pain, yet, 


as I came our early in the morning, 


and did not go home to bed before 


night, I bore my fortune patiently. 


The whole day I appeared upon my 


theatre, that is, in the duke's houſe, 
and played the part of a man of con- 
ſequence z but, when I crept up into 


my garret, my importance vaniſhed, 
and nothing remained but poor Gil 
Blas without -mency, and, which is 


worle, without any thing that could 


fetch it. Though I had not been too 
pro d to dicover my neceſſity to any 


body, I did not know one perſon that 


' could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, 'whom 


I had neglected ſo much, ſince I'turn- | 


ed courtier, that 1 had not aſſurance 
enough to make application to his 
friendſhip. 
all my -cloaths picce-meal, except thoſe 


for which 1 had abſolute occaſion. 1 
went no more to the eating houſe, be- 
cauſe I had not wherewithal to pay my 
ordinary. How did I make ſhift then 


to ſubſiſt >} Every morning. a little 


bread and wine was brought into our 


offices for breaktaſt: this was all that 
the miniſter allowed; this was all that 


I had been obliged to ſell 


1 


nr, PR 


HILE the king was at the Eſeu- 
rial, he defrayed the expence of 
every body; ſo that there 1 did not 
feel where the "ſhoe pinched: I lay in 
a wardrobe, ruſt by the bed-chamber 
of the duke; who one morning, riſing 
as uſual at break of day, made me take 
ſome. papers and a ſtandiſh, and follow 
him into the palace garden. We went 
and fate down under a tuft of trees, 
where I put myſelf, by his order, in the 
poltnre of a man writing on the crown 
of his hat ; while he held in his hand 
a paper, which he pretended to read : 
fo that, at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy 


in very ſerious affairs, though all the 


while we talked of nothing but trifles. 
For the {pace of an hour, I had di- 
verted his excellency with all the fal- 
lies that my good humour could afford, 
when two magpies perching on the trees 
under which we ſat, began to chatter in 
ſuch a noiſy manner, as attracted our 
attention, Theſe birds,“ faid the duke, 
* ſeem to ſcold one another: I ſhould 
be very glad to know the cauſe of their 
© quarrel.?—* My lord,“ ſaid I, your 
* curiolity puts me in mind of an Indian 
* fable, which I have read in Pilpay, or 
« ſome other author of that kind.* The 
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J eat through the day; and I generally 
went ſupp-rlieſs to bed. | 
Such was the ſituation of a man who. 


miniſter defired to hear it, and I 're- 
counted it in theſe words: „ 
© Heretofore a good monarch reign- 
ſhone at court, and who, was more pro- | * ed in Perſia, whoſe genius being not 
rly an object of compaſſion than envy. quite extenſive enough to govern his 
evertheleſs, I could no longer ſuſtain | * kingdom of himſelf, he left that care 


* Eſcurial,” a royal palace of the. King of Spain in New Caſtile, about twenty-two miles 
from Madiid. It wes begun in 1557, by Philip II. ſon of the Emperor Charles V. after the 
victory which his army obtained over the French at St. Quintin, and finiſhed in twenty- two 
years, at an immenſe ex pence. Ii itzuds in a dry barren country, almoſt ſurrounded with moun- 

ins, hut wants nothing to render it a complete down, having fifteen thouſand windows, twenty- 
two courts, and ſeventeen cloyſters or piazzas, beſides àa church, college, monattery, Sling. 
houſes, ſhops, artificers, &c, It has forty chapels; the bigh altar in one of which, from the 
grou:d to the roof, conſiſts cf the mod beautiful jaſper. Thhis chapel is ſaid to have colt, upwards 
of five millions. Ihe pantheor, where the roysl family of Spain are interred, is in the above - 
mentioned chapel, and is 4 very curious and rich ſtructufe; it was begun by Charles V, carried 
dn by Kings Philip II. and III. and completed by Philip'lV. From ths Efcurial is ad elegant 
proſpect of Madrid, rie * 1 V r 
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his moſt ſecret thoughts. 


reed 
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t his Grand Viſir” Atalmuc; 4 man 


of ſuperior capacity, who ſupported 


the weight of that vaſt monarchy 
© without ſtooping, . and maintained it 
«© in profound peace. He had even the 
« art of makigg the royal authority lov- 


ed, as well as feared; and the ſubjects 
T enjoyed an affectionate father in a 


© viſir who was faithful to his prince. 
£ Atalmuc had, among Ins fecretaries,. 


© a young Cachemirian called Zeangir, 


* whom he loved more than all the 
« others. He took pleaſure in his con- 
« verſation, carried him in his company 
© to the chace, and even diſcloſed to him 
One day, 
* while they hunted together in a wood, 
© the vifir ſeeing two ravens croaking 
© on a tree, ſaid to his ſecretary, & I 
4% with I knew what theſe birds are 
« talking of in their language.“ Sig. 
« nior,“ anſwered the Cachemirian, 
« your wiſh may be accompliſhed,” — 
& How can that be?” replied Atalmuc. 
«© A cabaliſtical derviſe,“ ſaid Zeangir, 
« taught me the language of birds. If 
« you pleaſe, I will liſten to theſe, and 
« repeat to you verbatim every thing 
« that I ſhall hear.” | VE 
The vizir conſented; and the Ca- 
© chemirian_ approaching the ravens, 
© ſeemed to lend an attentive ear to 
© their diſcourſe: after which, return- 
© ing to his maſter, ** Signior,” ſaid he, 
« would you believe it? we are the ſub- 
« ject of their converſation.” “ Im- 
« poſſible Þ? cried the Perſian miniſter, 
« what can they ſay of us?“ “ One of 
„ them,”” replied the ſecretary, ſaid, 
« Behold the Grand Vizir Atalmuc in 
« perſon, that tutelary eagle, who covers 
„ Perſia like a neſt with his wings, and 
« jncefſantly watches for it's preſerva- 
« tion. As a relaxation from his pain- 
4, ful toils, he hunts in this wood with 
„ his faithful Zeangir. How happy is 
that ſecretary in ſerving a maſter 
«* who has ſo much affection for him!“ 
“ Softly ! ſaid the other raven, ſoftly! 
« don't too much extol the happineſs of. 


«© that Cachemirian: Atalmuc, it is 


« true, converſes familiarly with him, 


„ honours him with his confidence, and, 
J don't doubt, intends to give him a 


© conſiderable poſt: but, before that 


In a 


Dine 


4 


« happens, Zeangir will die of hunger. | 
© That poor devil lodges in a ſmall 
4% paltry room, where he is in want of 
«the common neceſſaries of life. Ir 
<« word, he lives in a miſerable manner, 
* though nobody at court perceives it. 
The grand viſir never thinks of en- 


 4-quiriog into his circumſtances; but, 


2 


: 
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«© content with entertaining favourable 


„ ſentiments in his behalf, leaves him, 
«jr the mean time, à prey to po- 


66: vet, 


Here I left off ſpeaking, in order to 
obſerve the duke; who aſked with'a 


ſmile, what impreſſion the apologue 


made on the mind of Atalmuc, and if 
the grand viſir was not offended at the 
preſumption of his ſecretary. '* No, my 


ford,“ ſaid I, in great confuſion at his 


— 


| 


ö 


queſtion; © the fable ſays, that, on the 


contrary, he loaded him with favours.“ 
— That was lucky,” replied the duke, 


with a ſerious air; ſome miniſters - 


would not like to be ſo ſchooled. 
But, added he, breaking off the diſ. 


courſe, and getting up, I believe the 
king will ſoon he awake, and my duty 


* obliges me to be near him.“ S0 ſay- 
ing, he walked haſtily towards the pa- 
lace, without ſpeaking another' word, 
and very ill e as I imagined, 


with the Indian fable. 


I followed him to the very door of 


his majeſty's bed-chamber; aſter which, 


I went and put the papers into the place 
from whence I had taken them, and 


then entered the cloſet where our two 


copying ſecretaries were at work; for 


they were alſo along with the court. 


What is the matter with you, Sig- 


nior de Santillane?“ ſaid they, when 


they ſaw me; © you ſeem very much 
© diſturbe4! Has any difagreeable ac- 
* cident happened to you?“ ; 

was too much affected with the bad 
ſucceſs of my apologue to conceal my 
grief: I recounted to them what I had 
ſaid to the duke; and they expreſſed 
their ſympathy in the ſharp affliction 
with which I was ſeized. * You have 


great reaſon to be grieved,' ſaid one 


of them; I wiſh you may be better 
* treated than the ſecretary of Cardi- 
© nal Spinola; who, tired with having 


received nothing during fifteen months, 


© in which he was wi de by his.emi- 
© nence, took the liberty, one day, of 
« repreſenting his neceſſity, and craving 
© fome money for his ſubſiſtence. ** It 
js but juſt,” ſaid the miniſter, that 
„you ſhould be paid. Here,” added 
© he, giving him an order for a thouſand 
« ducats; go and receive that fum 
« from the royal treaſury ; but” re- 
© member, at the ſame time, that I 
© have no farther occaſion for your 
« ſervice.” The ſecretary would — 
© conſoled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had 


he touched his thouſand ducats, and 
© been allowed to feck for bufinefs ele- 


© where; but, juſt as he went 2 
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23 THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES ON 


© the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted 
© by an alguazil, and conducted to the 
© tower of Segovia, where he has been 
* priſoner a long time.“ 

This touch of hiſtory redoubled m 
ſear; I believed myſelf undone; and, 
becoming inconſolable, began to re- 
proach my own impatience, as if I had 
not ſuffered enough. Alas!” ſaid I, 
* why did I riſque that uniucky fable 
* which has diſpleaſed the miniſter ? 
* perhaps he was juſt on the point of ex- 
©* xricating me out of my miſerable ſitua- 
tion; nay, perhaps I was on the eve 
* of making one of thoſe ſudden for- 

tunes which aftoniſh mankind. What 
© riches! what honours have 1 loſt by 
© my folly! I ought to have conſidered 
+ that great men don't chuſe to be anti- 
© cipated, but deſire that the leaſt grati- 
© fications they are obliged to give 
© thould be received as their own free 
grace and favour. It would have been 
© better for me to continue my lender 
© regimen, without complaining to the 
duke, and even to let myſelt die of 
hunger, by which means the blame 
* would have laid on his lide.” 
If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks 
of hopes, my mafter, whom I ſaw in the 
afternoon, would have baniſhed them 
entirely ; he was very ſerious with me, 
£qQ0irary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at 
all ; a circumſtance that threw me into 
mortal diſquiet for the reſt of the day: 
neither did 1 paſs the night in more 
_ tranquillity ; my ſorrow for ſeein 

my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, and the 
dread of increaling the number of ſtate- 
priſoners, made me groan and lament 
my Condition til] moruing. 

The next day was the criſis of my 
fate. The duke ordered me to be called 
in the morning, and I entered his cham- 
ber, trembling like a criminal who is go- 
ing to receive ſentence. * Santillane,” 
fad he, thewing a paper which he held 
in his hand, take this order.“ I quaked 
at the word order, ſaying to myſelt, 
© Q Heaven! behold Cardinal Spinola! 
* the carriage is ready for Segovia !” 
The terror which ſeized me was ſuch, 
that 1 interrupted the miniſter, and 
throwing myſelf at his feet, My lord,“ 
faid I, all in tears, I moſt humbly beg 
© that your excellency will pardon my 
* preſumption : it was neceſſity alone 

that compelled me to diſcloſe my ſitu- 
* ation 1? 


The duke, who could not help laugh | 


ing at my diſorder, anſwered, © Be com- 
« forted, Gil Blas, and liſten to what 1 


all 
þ 


** 


« ing thy neceſſities was a reproack to 
« me for not having prevented them, I 
am not at all diſobliged, my. friend; 
*I am rather angry with myſelf for 
having omitted (0 aſk how thou liveſt. 
But, to begin with making amends for 
this inattention, I give thee this order 
© for fifteen hundred ducats, which will 
be paid, upon ſight, out of the royal 
* treaſury. This is not all: I promiſe 
© thee the ſame ſum annually ; and be» 
* ſides, when people of wealth and gene- 
* roſity ſolicit thy intereſt, I do not for. 
© bid thee to ſpeak in their behalf.“ 

In the extaſy occafioned by theſe 
words, I killed the feet of the miniſter, 
who having commanded me to riſe, con- 
tinued to diſcourſe with me ina familiar 
manner. I attempted to recal my 
good-humour, but I could not make 
ſuch a ſudden tranlition from grief to 
joy. I was as much confounded as a 
wretch who is informed of his pardon, 
in the very minute when he expected 
his execution. My maſter aſcribed: all 
this agitation to the fear of having in- 
curred his diſpleaſure, though the dread 
ot perpetual impriſonment had no leſs 
a ſhare in my diſcompoſure. He con- 
feſſed, that he had affected coolneſs to- 
wards me, to fee whether or not I ſhould 
be affticted at the change; that from this 
he was convinced of my ſincere attach. 
ment to his perſon, for which he loved 
me the more. 


CHAP. VII. 


The good ufe to which he put his fifteen hun- 
dred ducats ; the firſt affair in which he 
intermeddled, and the profit from thence 
accruing. Ive 

FI E king, as if he had intended 

to gratity my impaftence, returns» 

ed the very next day to Madrid; upon 
which I flew inſtantly to the royal.trea- 
ſury, where I immediately touched the 
ſum contained in my order. I now liſ- 
tened to nothing but my vanity and 
ambition: I abandoned my miſerable 
room to thoſe ſecretaries who are till 
ignorant of the language of birds, and 
once more hired my fine apartment, 
which was luckily, untenanted. I ſent 
for a famous taylor, who worked for al- 
moſt all the beaux ; he took my mea- 
| fure, and carried me to a ſhop where he 
took off five ells of cloth, which, he ſaid, 
was barely ſufficient to make a ſuit for 
me. Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh 
taſte! juſt Heaven! but let us ſpare our 


am going to ſay: although the diſcoyer- 


| cenſure ; taylors of reputation always 
C An, UNESte, 1 L,AheR, Haygbt 
4 . * me | 


"oy 


ſome linen, which I wanted very much, | 


ſilk ſtockings, and a beaver laced with 


point d*Eſpagne, This being done, 1 
thought it would not look well for me 
to be without a lacquey, and deſired. 
Vincent Forero, my landlord, to aceom- 
modate me with one of his owngrecom- 


mendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who 


lodged with him uſed, on their arrival 
at Madrid, to take Spaniſh valets into 


their ſervice, by which means his houſe. 


was the rendezvous of all the lacqueys 
out of pre: The firſt that preſented, 
himſelf was a young fellow of ſuch a 
ſoft, devout appearance, that I would 
have nothing to do with him; he look. 


ed too much like Ambroſe de Lamela. 


« I don't want, ſaid I to Forero, a va- 
© let of ſuch a religious deportment ; I 


© have been already bit by ſuch another.” | 


Scarce- had 1 diſmiſſed this lacquey, 
when another came in of a very ſpright - 
ly appearance, as impudent as a court 
page, with ſomething roguiſh in his 
looks. Pleaſed with his outſide, I put 
ſome queſtions. to him, which he anſwer- 
ed with ſpirit. . I obſerved that he was 
of an intriguing diſpoſition, and look- 
ing upon him as a ſubject pat for my. 
Fade engaged him immediately. 1 
ad no cauſe to repent of my choice; 
nay, 1 priceived, in a very little time, 
that I had made an admirable. acquiſi- 
tion. As the duke had permitted me 
to ſpeak to him in favour of people 
whom 1 wanted to ſerve, (and I was re: 
ſolved not to neglect this permiſſion) 


had occalion for a jackall to diſcover | 


the game 5 that is, an induſtrious plea- 
ſant fellow, proper to find out and al- 
ture thoſe who had favours to aſk of the. 
prime- miniſter, This office was quite 
the maſter-piece of Scipio, (ſuch was my. 
lacquey's name) who had been in the ſer- 
vice of Dohna Anna de Guevera, nurſe 
to the Prince of Spain, where he had 
exerciſed that talent to ſome purpoſe. 
As ſoon as he underftood my credit, 
and that I ſhould be glad to uſe it to the 
beſt advantage, he went to work, and 
that very day ſaid to me, * Signior, I. 
© have made a pretty good diſcovery; a 
© young gentleman of Grenada, called 
© Don Roger de Rada, is come to Ma- 
© drid on an affair of honour, which 
© obliges him to ſolicit the Duke of 


_ © Lerma's protection, and he is willing 


© to pay well for the favour he ſhall ob- 
© tain; I have already ſpoke with him, 
tand found him deſirous of applying to. 
© Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe 


. ro he had heard greatly extolled; 


L have changed his intention, by | 


* 


+6 good (6) ces at an extravagant rate :; 
| © whereas you content yourſelf with'a 
moderate gratification for yours, and 


. © you to follow your generous and dif- 
| * to him in ſuch a manner, as that you 
will ſee the gentleman at your levee 
' © to-morrow morning.“ How. faid 
' I, Mr. Scipio, you Have already doye 
| © a great deal of work. I perceive that 
| © you are no novice in matters of in- 
| ©trigue ; and am ſurprized that you 
have not made your fortune. That. 


I love to make money circulate, and 
| © never hoard up what i get.” . 
Don Roger de Rada actually came to 
my lodgings, and I received him with 
' politeneſs mixed with pride. Signior 
Cavalier, ſaid I, before I engage to 
| © ſerve you, I muſt know the affair of 
© honour that brings you to court; for 
| © it may be of ſuch a nature, that I dare 
not ſ pre to the prime-miniſterin your 
| © behalf; make, therefore, if you pleaſe, 

© a faithful report of it, and be aſſured 
that I will enter warmly into your in- 
© tereſts,. provided a man of honoyr 
may eſpouſe them,'—* With all my 


I will fracerely recount my ftory.? 
2M the ſame time he related it as foi - 
o. ; „ 


i 
- The hiſtory of Don Roger de Rada. - 
6 ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Gre» 


© pily in the town of Antequera, with 
Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, to- 
* gether with unblemiſhed virtue, poſ- 
* leffed a gentle diſpoſition and a gre 

* ſhare of beauty, If ſhe had a tender 
* affection for her huſband, he was alſo 
diſtractedly fond of her, and being na- 
© turally addicted to jealouſy, (though 
© he had not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpe 

© her fidelity) was nof without diſqujet. 
* He was afraid that ſome ſecret enem 
* of his repoſe made attempts upon his 
* honour; he diſtruſted all his friends, 
* except Don Huberto de Hordales, 
who had free acceſs to his houſe, in 
| © quality of Eſtephania's couſin, and 
* who, indeed, was the only man be 
© ought to have ſuſpected. 


«© with his kinſwoman, and had 


1 ain that Calderona fells ti , 


that you would employ them gratis, 
© were yon in a ſituation that permitted 


intereſted inclination ; meas ſpoke 


\ © ought not to ſurprize you, he replied; 


© heart,” replied the young Grenadine; 


nadine gentleman, lived hap- 


* Don Huberto actually fell. in_loye 
* ſumption enough to declare his pat | 
bY ion, 
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* the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted 
© by an alguazil, and conducted to the 
© tower of Segovia, where he has been 
* priſoner a long time.“ 1 

This touch of hiſtory redoubled my 
ſear; I believed myſelf undone; and, 
becoming inconſolable, begin to re- 
proach my own impatience, as if I had 
not ſuffered enough. Alas!” ſaid I, 


* why did I riſque that uniucky fable 


* which has diſpleaſed the miniſter ? 
perhaps he was juſt on the point uf ex- 
© xricating me out of my miferable ſitua- 
tion; nay, perhaps I was on the eve 
* of making one of thoſe ſudden for- 
© tunes which aſtoniſn mankind. 
© riches! what honours have 1 loſt by 
© my tolly! I ought to have conſidered 
+ that great men don't chuſe to be anti- 
© cipated, but deſire that the leaſt grati- 
© fications they are obliged to give 
© thould be received as their own free 
grace and favour. It would have been 
© better for me to continue my lender 
« regimen, without complaining to the 


duke, and even to let myſelt die of 


© hunger, by which means the blame 
* would have laid on his ſide.” 

If I had even preſerved ſome ſparks 
of hopes, my mafter, whom I ſaw in the 


afternoon, would have baniſned them 


entirely ; he was very ſerious with me, 
£Q0irary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at 
all ; a circumſtance that threw me into 
mortal diſquiet for the reſt of the day : 
neither did 1 paſs the night in more 


tranquillity ; my ſorrow for ſeeing all | 


my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, and the 
dread of increaſing the number of ſtate- 
priſoners, made we groan and lament 
my condition till moruing. 

The next day was the criſis of my 
fe. The duke ordered me to be called 
in the morning, and I entered his cham- 
ber, trembling like a criminal who 1s go- 
ing to receive ſentence. *© Santillane,” 
fad lie, thewing a paper which he held 
in his hand, © take this order.“ I quaked 
at the word order, laying to myſeit, 
Heaven! behold Cardinal Spinola ! 
* the carriage is ready for Segovia !” 
The terror which ſeized me was ſuch, 
that 1 interrupted the miniſter, and 
throwing myſelf at his feet, My lord,“ 
faid I, all in tears, I moſt humbly beg 
© that, your excellency will pardon my 


* preſumption : it was neceſſity alone | 


* that compelled me to diſcloſe my ſitu- 
ation!“ e 


The duke, who could not help laugh- 


am going to ſay : although the diſcoyer- j | 


ing at my diſorder, anſwered, © Be com- 
4 forted, Gil Blas, and liſten to what 1 


What 


| 


| 


g 


manner. 


« ing thy neceſſities was a reproach to 
me for not having prevented them, 1 
am not at all diſobliged, my friend; 
*I am rather angry with myſelf. for 
© having omitted i aſk how thou liveſt, 
But, to begin with making amends for 
this inattention, I give thee this order 
* for fifteen hundred ducats, which will 


be paid, upon fight, out of the royal 


« treaſury. This is not all: I promiſe 
© thee the ſame ſum annually; and be. 
* ſides, when people of wealth and gene- 
roſity ſolicit thy intereſt, I do not for» 
© bid thee to ſpeak in their behalf.“ 

In the extaſy occaſioned by theſe 
words, I kiſſed the feet of the miniſter, 
who. having commanded me to riſe, con - 
tinued to diſcourſe with me ina familiar 
I attempted to recal my 

ood-humour, but I could not make 
ſuch a ſudden tranlition from grief to 
joy. I was as much confounded as a 
wretch who is informed of his pardon, 
in the very minute when he expected 
his execution. My maſter aſcribed all 
this agitation to the fear of having in- 
curred his diſpleaſure, though the dread 
of perpetual impriſonment had no leſs 
a ſhare in my diſcompoſure. He con- 
feſſed, that he had affected coolneſs to- 
wards me, to ſee whether or not I ſhould 
be afflicted at the change; that from this 
he was convinced of my ſincere attach. 
ment to his perſon, for which he loved 
me the more. LE 


C:H AP, PI 

The good ufe to which he put his fifteen hun- 
dred ducats; the firſt affair in which he 
mntermeddled, and the profit from thence 
accruing. | - 

N | II E king, as if he had intended 
to gratity my impaftence, return» 

ed the very next day to Madrid; upon 


which I flew inſtantly to the royaltrea- 


ſury, where I immediately touched the 
{um contained in my order. I now liſ- 
tened to nothing but my vanity and 
ambition: I abandoned my miſerable 
room to thoſe fecretaries who. are ſtill 
ignorant of the language of birds, and 
once more hired my fine apartment, 
which was luckily, untenanted. I ſent 
for a famous taylor, who worked for al- 
moſt all the beaux ; he took my mea- 
ſure, and carried me to a ſhop where he 
took off five ells of cloth, which, he ſaid, 


was barely ſufficient to make a ſuit for 


me. Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh 
5 ! juft Heaven | ee let us ſpareour 
cenſure; taylors of reputation always 
uſe, more than others. I then, Hqught 

| . me 


ſome linen, which I wanted very much, ; 
ſilk ſtockings, and a beaver laced with 
point d'Eſpagne, This being done, I 
thought it would not look well for me 
to be without à lacquey, and deſired. 
Vincent Forero, my landlord, to accom- 
modate me with one of his owngrecom-. 
mendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who 
lodged with him uſed,. on their arrival. 
at Madrid, to take Spaniſh valets into 
their ſervice, by which means his houſe, 
was the rendezyous of all the lacqueys 
out of Price: The firſt that preſented, 
himſelf was a young fellow of ſuch a 
ſoft, devout appearance, that I would 
have nothing to do with him; he look. 


don't want,” ſaid I to Forero, a va- 
let of ſuch a religious deportment; 1 


Scarce had I diſmiſſed this lacquey, 


ly appearance, as impudent as à court 
ps e, with ſomething roguiſh in his 
ooks. Pleaſed with his outſide, I put 
ſome queſtions to him, which he anſwer- 
ed with ſpirit. I obſerved that he was 
of an intriguing diſpoſition, and look- 
ing upon him as. a ſubject pat for my. 
Fade engaged him immediately. 1 
ad no cauſe to repent of my choice; 
nay, I perceived, in a very little time, 

that 1 had made an admirable. acquiſi- 


tion. As the duke had permitted me | 


to ſpeak to him in favour of people 
N wanted to ſerve, (and I —_ an 
ſolved not to neglect this permillion) 
had occaſion for a jackall to diſcover 
the game; that is, an induſtrious plea- 
ſant fellow, proper to find out and al- 
jure thoſe who had favours to aſk of the. 
prime-miniſter. This office was quite 
the maſter-piece of Scipio, (ſuch was my 
il name) who had been in the ſer- 
vice of Donna Anna de Guevera, nurſe 
to the Prince of Spain, where he had 
exerciſed that talent to ſome purpoſe. 
As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, 
and that I ſhould be glad to uſe it to the 
beſt advantage, he went to work, and 
that very day ſaid to me, * Signior, I 
© have made a pretty good diſcovery; a 
2 aug rende Grenada, called 
Don Roger de Rada, is come to Ma- 
© drid on an affair of honour, which 
© obliges him to ſolicit the Duke of 
© Lerma's protection, and he is willing 
to pay well for the favour he ſhall ob- 
* tain; I have already ſpoke with him, 
tand found him deſirous of applying to. 


© Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe | 


© power he had heard greatly extolled; 
« but L have changed his intention, by 7 


- 


| 


—— 


: 


—— os 


* 


| © beha 


© who, indeed, was the only man he 
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| «afſuring him that Calderona fells *1is_ 


good offices at an extravagant rate; 
whereas you content yourſelf witk a 
moderate gratification for yours, and 


that you would employ” them gratis, 
© were you in a ſituation that permitted 


vou to follow your generous and dif- 


; "Intereſted inclination ; in ſhort, I ſpoke 
to him in ſuch a manner, h t YOu 
will ſee the gentleman at your levee 


as that you 


© to-morrow Cet e low 1* faid 
I, Mr. Scipio, you have already done 


la a great deal of work. I perceive that 


©you are no novice in matters of in- 


© trigue; and am ſurprized that you 


m; he look. | © have not made your fortune. That 
ed too much like Ambrofe de Lamela. 


« ought not to ſurprize you, he replied; 


1 love to make 3 circulate, and 
| Nl | © never hoard up what | 
© have been already bit by ſuch another.“ 


1 
Don Roger de Rada actually came ta 


a my lodgings, and I received him with 
when another came in ofa very ſpright- 


politeneſs mixed with pride. © Sigmor 
Cavalier, ſaid I, before I engage to 
© ſerve you, I muſt know the affair of 


© honour that brings you to court; for 
it may be of ſuch a nature, that I dare 


not ſpeak to the prime-miniſter in your 

if ; make, therefore, if you pa, 
© a faithful report of it, and be aſſured 
© that I will enter warmly into your in- 
* tereſts,. provided a man of honour 
may eſpouſe them.'—* With all my 


© heart,” replied the young Grenadine; 


1 will fincerely reconnt my ftory.? 


At the ſame time he related it as fei- 


lows. | 
e 
Ne hiſtory of Don Roger de ffada. 
: ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a Gre- 


nadine gentleman, lived hap- 


© pily in the town of Antequera, with 
Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, to- 
« gether with unblemiſhed virtue, poſ- 
* (efſed a gentle diſpoſition and a great 
* ſhare of beauty. If ſhe had a tender 


| © affetion for her huſband, he was alſo 


* diſtratedly fond of her, and being na- 


 *turally addicted to jealouſy, (though 
| © he had not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpe 


© her fidelity) was not without diſquiet. 
He was afraid that ſome ſecret enemy 
© of his repoſe made attempts upon h 

* honour; he diſtruſted all his friends, 
* except Don Huberto de Hordales, 
who had free acceſs to his houſe, in 
quality of Eſtephania's. couſin, and 


* ought to have ſuſpected. 


Don  Huberto actually fell. in love 


© with his kinſwoman, and had 
* ſumption enough to declare his 
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« fon, without regard to ties of blood, 
or the particular friendſhip ſubliſting 
© between him and Anaſtaſio. The lady, 
+ © being a woman of diſcretion, inſtead. 
© of making a diſcovery , which might 
© have been attended with melancholy 
© conlequences, reprimanded her. rela- 
© tion with gentlenels, repreſented how 
© much he was to blame, in attempting 
to {ſeduce her, and diſhonour her hu. 
© band; and troid him very ſeriouſly, that 
© he muſt not flatter himſelf with the 
© hope of ſucceſo. 1 . 

This moderation ſerved only to in- 
* flame the cavalier the more; and ima- 
« pining that he muſt puſh things to 
* extremi:y with a woman of her cha- 
© racter, he began to behave very diſre- 
© ſpectfully to her, and one day had the 
audacity to preſs her to ſatisfy his de- 
* fire. She repulſed him with an air of 
© ſeverity, and threatened to make Don 
* Anaſtalio, puniſh, his raſhneſs. The. 
« gallant, terrified at this menace, pro- 
« miſed to ſpeak no more ot his paſſion ; 
and, on the faith of that promiſe, Eſte- 
© phania pardoned what was paſt. 

« Don Huberto, who was naturally a 
C very wicked man, could not behold his 
© love ſo ill repaid, without conceiving 
© a baſe defire of being revenged. He 
knew the jealous iemper of Anaſtaſio 
© to be ſuſceptible of any impreſſion 
* which he had a mind to give: and he 
* needed no more than this intelligence 
® to form the blackeſt deſign that ever 
«entered into the heart of a villain. 
One evening, hile he and this weak 
£ huſband were talking together by thein- 
s ſelves, he ſaid to him, with a melan- 


« choly air, My dear friend, I can no 


« longer live without revealing to you a 
« fecret, which 1 would have kept for 
« ever from your knowledge, were not 
yo honour dearer to you than your 
* repoſe; but your delicacy and mine 
1 jn point of injuries permits me not to 
4 conceal what paſſes at your houſe ; 
«prepare to hear a piece of news, 
« wh:ch will give you as much ſorrow 
% as ſurprize ; for I muſt touch you in 
5: the tendereſt part.“ ; 
 «« 1 underſtand you,” ſaid Don Anaſ- 
© tafo, already diſcompoſed ; „ your 
« couſin is unfaithful.” — ©© I no longer 
% gwn her for my coulin,”” replied Hor- 


« dales, with an air,of indignation: «1. 


« renounce hei; for ſhe is unworthy of 
« ſuch a huſband.”'—*< It is too much 
„ to make me langutth in this manner,” 
©.cried Don Anaſtalio : „ ſpeak : what 
„ has Eſtephania done ?”—* She has 


e betrayed you,” anſwered Huberto: 


you have a rival, whom ſhe entertains ' 
in private; but I know not his name: 
% for the adulterer, by the favour of a2 
dark night, concealed his perfon from 
* thoſe who obſerved. his retreat. All 
© I know is, that you are deceived ;. 
that I am certain of, The concern 
which I ought to have in this affair 
© but too well verifies my report. Since 
declare myſelf againſt Eſtephania, I. 
;*© muſt be 1 i 
„ delny. 


| 


. 
y A 


convinced of her infi- 


elt is in vain,” added he, obſerving 
© that his diſcourſe had the deſired ek. 
fect, it is in vain for me to tell you 
„ more... I perceive that you don't de- 


came ia. | 
' wfirit, and waited until the ſervants 


© ſerve the ingratitude with which your 
love is repaid; and that you meditate. 
« juſt vengeande on the guilty, I will 
not oppole your deſign, Never exa- 


e mine who the victim is that you intend 


* to ftrike ; but ſhew to the whole city, 


{© that there is nothing which. 
e ſacrifice to your honour.” T 
The traitor thus animated a too 


you cannot 


credulous huſband againſt an inno- 
cent wife, and painted, in ſuch lively 
colours, the infamy with which he 
would be covered, if he ſhonld leave 
' © the injury unpuniſhed, that he grew 


* mad with revenge. Don Anaſtalio, 


© having loſt his judgment, ſeemed actu- 


* ated by the furies, and went home with. 
« a reſolution to ſtab his unhappy wife, 
* who was juſt going to bed when he 
He conſtrained himſelf at 


were withdrawn; then, unreſtricted 
© by the fear of Heaven's wrath, by the 
A ſhonour he was going to reflect upon 
his family, and even by the natural 


pity which he ought to have felt for an 
© intant which-his wife had already car- 


* ried fix months in her womb, he ap- 


© proached the victim, faying, in a furi- 


* ous tone, “ Thou muſt die, wretch 
«© thou haſt but a moment to live, and 


that my generoſity allows thee, toſpend 
in a prayer to Heaven, to pardon the 


© outrage thou haſt committed againſt 


e me; for I would not have thee loſe 


thy ſoul, as thou haſt loſt thy honour.” 
© So ſaying, he unſheathed his poniard. 
His action and diſcourſe terrified Eſte- 
« phania, who falling at his feet, and 
* claſping her hands, ſaid to him, in the 
© utmoſt aſtoniſhment, ** What is the 
© matter, Signior! what cauſe of diſ- 
* content have I been fo unhappy as to 
„give you? why ſhould you, take away 
the lite of your ſpouſe? If you ſuſpett 


her of infidelity, indeed you are miſ- 


„taken!“ . ; 
1 a 5 13 No 
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Wir, bis mption many - 
© ly Spie; “ 1 am but too wall al | * betray his reſentment, he haſtened to 
« ſared:of your falſhood: thole who jn- | take advantage: of the fury: that re- 

formed me are credible per ſons. 30 „ mained in his heart, and plunged his 
*« Hüherto - 4 Ah, Signior l, f id | © poniard into the right fide of his wife, 

6 ſhe, interrupting him with precipita- Td pigs his houſe immediately, an 

c tion, © you have reaſon fo diſtruſt Don | © fled from Antequera. 

| „Hape Re is leſs your friend than .* Meanwhile, the unfortunate lady 

| «yu imagine If he has (aid any/think þ © was fo dannen with-the blow which - 

« to the prejudice of my virtue, do not þ © ſhe had received, that ſhe lay ſome + 

« believe: him,” -, Peace, infamous | © minutes on the floor, without any figns - 
« woman)?” anſwered Don Anaſfaſio ; | * of life; afterwards, recovering her 
« by endeavouring to. prejudice me a-“ ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch plaints and la- 
« gainſt Hordales, you jullify, inſtead © mentations as brought an old maid- 
«K gf diſſipating, my ſa{picions, You | © fervant into the room. As ſoon as 
« endeavour to render that relation ſuſ- * this good wi.man ſaw her miſtreſs-in 
«pected, becauſe he is, informed of ſun a piteous condition, ſhe awaked 
«your miſconduct: you want to.inva- | * the reſt of the domeſticks, and even 
« lidate his teſtimony ; but that artifice | the neighbours, with her eries. The 
«is in vain, and redoubles my deſire of | © chamber was ſoon filled with people; 
„% puniſhing your guilt.”—+< My dear | * ſurgeons were called; they examined 
« huſband!” reſumed the innocent Eſte-| * the wound, and had good hopes of 
© nharia, weeping bitterly, « diſtruſt 6 her recovery. They were not miſe 
«your own blind rage: if you follow | taken in their conjectures; for, in a 
it's emotions, you will commit an | little time, they cured Eſtephania, who- 
action which it will not be in your | © was happily delivered, three months 
% power to atone, when once you are | after this cruel adventure, of a ſon, 
convinced of your injuſtice. In the | * (Signior Gil Blas) whom you now 
% name of God, quiet yout tranſports! | * ſee. I am the fruit of that melan- 
_ « at leaſt, give yourſelf time to clear | * choly pregnancy. - / f 
te up your ſuſpicions, and do juſtice to Although ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a 
) % wife, who has no crime to reproach | * woman's virtue, it reſpected that of 
« herſelf with.” IIe * my mother; and this bloody ſcene was 
© Any other than Anaſtaſio would | * Jooked upon in town as the groundleſs 
© have been moved with theſe words, | © tranſport of a jealous huſband. My 
© and ſtill more with the affliction of | * father, it is true, was known to be a 
© her who pronounced them; but he, j violent man, very apt to take umbrage 
'__ * * © cruel man! far from being melted at | * without caufe. Hordales concluded, 

© her diſtreſs, once more bade the lady | © that his kinſwaman ſuſpected him gf 

recommend herſelf quickly to God, © having diſturbed the mind of Don 

© and even lifted up his arm to ſtrike. .j * Anaſtaſio with falſe ſtories ; and ſatis- 

« Hold, barbarian !” cried ſhe, “ if thy } © fied with being, at leaſt, half revenged,' 

love for me is entirely extinguiſhed; | © left off viſiting her. Not to tire you, 
e if the marks of tenderneſs, which 1] © Sir, I will not enlarge upon the par- 
ic have laviſhed upon thee, are eitaced | * ticulars of my education; but only ob- 

from thy remembrance ; if my tears |.* ferve, that my mother's principal care 
©« cannot divert thee from thy execrable | was to have me taught to fence; and 

40 deſign ; at leaſt, have ſome regard to 11 acdordingly learned that exerciſe, 
« thy own blood. Arm not thy frantick | * a long time, in the moſt celebrated 
e hand againſt an innocent who has not | « ſchools of Grenada and Seville. She 
« yet ſeen the light: thou canſt not. | © waited,” with. impatience, until I was 
te be it's executioner without offending | old enough to meaſure my ſword with 
« Heaven and earth. As for my part, that of Bon Huberto, be fore - ſhe. in« 
ie 1 for ive thee my death; bur be aſ- | © formed me of the cauſe ſhe had to 
* ſured, the blood of the babe will cry. | © complain of him : then, I being in my 

for. vengeance upon ſuch a horrible | © eighteenth. year, ſhe imparted: to me 

ded 1 . 5 the whole ſtory ; not without ſhedding 


* 


- 


c 
5 
6 


. 1 determined Don Ana- | © tears in abundance, and appearing af 
© ſtalio was to pay no attention fo what | fected with the moſt violent ſorrow. 
1 might fay, he could not | * What impreſſion” muſt a mother, in 
6 p being moved by theſe dreadfu] | that condition, make on a ſon, who 
+ images which her laft words preſented | neither wanted courage nor ſentiment! 
«to his thought. Wherefore, as if he | I went inſtantly and challenged Hor- 


eg" „ | he's. 


* 
138 
17 
+ 
1 
d * 
18 

5 


3 
o 
* 
* 
5 
* 
S 
. 


—Y 
OS — * 


I RE 1 Ne Fl . 4 F 5 5 ; ; * . ; 

THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF __ 
© Rada.” 4 Juſt Heaven,” cried 1, 
can I believe my ſenſes? What! is. Ft 
„this Don Anaſtaſio, my own father, 
„whom I ſee !“ —“ What is that you 
& fay, young man?“ cried he, in his 
turn, looking at me with ſurprize; 
“is it poſſible that you are the unhap- 
* py infant which was in it's mother's , 
„% womb when I facrificed her o mx 
6 fury?“ Yes, my father,“ faid 13 
„ am he whom the virtuous Eſtepha- 
nia brought into the world, three 
„months after that fatal night on 
e which you left her weltering in her 
& blood.” 35 N 

© Don Anaſtaſio, before I had finiſſij- 
© ed theſe words, fell upon my neck, 
claſped me in his arms, and for a - 
* whole quarter of an hour we did no- 
thing but mingle our ſighs and tears. 
After having yielded to thoſe tender 
© emotions that ſuch a meeting could 
© not fail to raiſe, my father lifted up 
© his: eyes, and thanked Heaven tar 
© having preſerved the life of Eſtepha- 
© nia. But a moment after, as if he had 
© been afraid of giving thanks unſeaſon- 
© ably, he afked in what manner the in- 
* nocence_ of his wife had been proved? 
© Signior,”” ſaid I, “nobody but you 
«ever doubted it; her conduct was 
« always irreproachable. I will diſabuſe 
« you: you muſt know that you was 
« ;mpoſed upon by Don Huberto.” I 
then recounted the whole of that re- 
© lation's perfidy, the vengeance I had 
© taken, and the confeiſion he made at 
his death, My father was not ſo much 
* pleaſed with the recovery of his free- 
dom, as with the news I told. In the 
© exceſs of his joy he began to embrace 
me again with tenderaeſs and tran- 
«ſport ; and could nor help expreſſing 
his ſatisfaction with regard to my con- 
duct. «Come, my ſon,“' ſaid he, let 


234 


© dales to a private place, where, after 
ba ery obſtinate combat, I run him 
* throngh the body in three places, and 
left him breathleſs on the ſpot. | 
Don Huberto, finding himſelf mor- 
© tally wonnded, fixed his laſt looks up- 
on me, and faid, he received the death 
© I had given him as a juſt puniſhment 
for the crime he had committed againſt 
* the honour of my mother. He con- 
* fefſed, that he had refolved upon her 
« deſtruction, to be revenged of her 
* ſcorn ; and expired, aſking pardon of 
© Heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtephania, 
and me. 1 did not think proper to 
return, in order to inform my mother 
of what had happened; I left that to 
Fame; and paſſing the mountains, re- 
* paired to Malaga, where I embarked 
with the captain of a privateer, juſt 
ready to fail on a cruize. He thought 
did not look like one who wanted 
courage, and gladly conſented that I 
« ſhould join his volunteers. Bea 
We ſoon found an opportunity of 
c fignalizing ourſelves. Near the iſland 
* of Albouran *®, we met a corſair of 
« Mellila, on her return to the coaſt 
* of Africa, with a Spaniſh ſhip richly 
laden, which ſhe had taken off Cartha- 
gena . We vigorouſly attacked the 
African, and made ourſelves maſters 
* of both ſhips, in which we found four- 
« ſcore Chriſtians, whom they were car- 
© rying as flaves to Barbary. Then, tak- 
© ing advantage of a favourable wind 
* that ſprung up for the coaſt of Gre- 
* nada, we arrived, in a little time, at 
© Punta de Helena. : 
While we aſked the ſlaves, whom 
«we had delivered, the places of their 
© nativity, I put that queſtion to a man 
© of good mien, who ſeemed to be about 
© fifty years of age. Heanſwered, with 
* a ſigh, that he was from Antequera. 
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J felt a ſtrong emotion at his reply, 
* without knowing whetefore; and he 
«* perceiving it, was remarkably dif- 
* turbed in his turn. I am,“ ſaid I, 
« your townſman: may I atk the name 
«of your family?” —““ Alas!“ he re- 
* plied, © you renew; my grief, by de- 
* firing me to gratify your curioſity. 
4% Eighteen years ago I quitted Ante- 
« quera, where I-cannot be remember- 
&« ed without horror: you yourſelf may, 
ec perhaps, have heard of me but too 
« often : my name is Don Anaſtaſio de 


«© us haſten to Antequera. I burn with 
« impatience to throw myſelf at the feet 
of a wife whom I have ſo unworthily 
e treated. Since you have made me 
« acquainted with my own injuſtice, my 
« heart. is torn with remorſe !” 1 
«I was too eager to bring together 


perſons who were ſo dear to me, to 


© retard the happy moment: I quitted 
© the privateer; and, with my ſhare of 
© the prize we had taken, bought two 
« mules at Adra, my father being un- 


willing to expoſe himſelf again to the 


* Albouran, a ſmall iſland in the Mediterranean, on the coaſt of the kingdom of Fez. Mellila 8 
is a little city in the ſame part of Barbary. e , a. 
F Carthagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city in the kingdom of Murcia, ſituated on the 
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© dangers, of the ſea. He had leiſure 


_* enough. on the road to relate his ad- 
„ ventures, which 1 heard with as greedy 


©* attention as that which the Prince of 


Ithaca paid to thoſe of the king his fa- 


«ther. In ſhort, after having travelled: 


93 


'* ſeveral days, we gained the foot of a 
_ © mountain, in the neighbourhood of 
. * Antequera, where we halted ; and, re- 


'*folving. 


leave you to gueſs the 


ſurprize of 


my mother at the return of a huſband 


* the mjracalous manner (if I may be ; Fog 
Telemachus home 


whom ſhe thought for ever loſt: and 


_ * allowed the expreſſion) in which he 
was reſtored, became another cauſe for 


"© her aſtoniſhment. He aſked pardon 
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«will; {6 lacred is the name of huſband 


5 
* 
* 


th 


Imp return, But her pleaſure was not 
without ally: the ſiſter of Hordales 
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hom 
© oblige 


© for his barbarity, with ſuch genuine 
4 SF . 2 4 1 1 
marks of repentance, that ſne could 
© not help being affected with them; 
* aſſaſſin, locked upon him as a man 
„hom Heaven had ſubjected to her 


to a Vir 


1 


uous woman! 


an i 7 


i r „ 2 
my account, that the was overjoyed at 


had begun, a criminal proceſs againſt | 


*'the,. murderer of her brother, and 


*# cauſed me to be ſearched tor every 


VVV 
00 ing how inſecure I was at 


uffered 
: [SAN | 


« ther, ſecure | A 
reat unealineſs, which 
et out that very night 


for court; Where I come, Signior, to 


Fas 
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. * ſeems pardonable : I undertake te 

+ communicate your affair to his excel- 

th#®> 3; T9 EA ag V Abe IJ AL wn s 

e (pg. I will venture to- romiſe*! 
i | 


vou 


upport me with your whole credit.“ 
The valiant ſon of Don Anaſtalio here 


4 * 


1 
* 7 


* Egough, Signior Don Roger; the caſe 


ſaid to him, with an air of importance: 
E I undertake to 


s piotection. The Grenudirie, 


upon this afſirance, Jaunthed,out "into 
a world of thanks, which would have 


entered at one ear and gohe out at the 
other, had he not aſſured me, that what. 


ever ſer vice 1 ſhould do him, would be 
"cloſe followed by his acknowledgment. 


14 
2 


2 + - 


As ſoon as he toiiched on that ftring, 1. 
put myſeif in motion, and that very 


| 7 ANG pay 
recounted his Rory, is the” duke who, | 
having permitted me to introduce, the | 


* 


cavalier, ſaid, to him, Dan Nager, I 


_ : am informed of the affair that brought. 


every circumſtance ;' make yourſelf 


© you to court: Santillane has told me 


a 


Sl BLAS. OF SAN 


* ſured you 
* Your frien 


ſolving. ro go tome privately, did not. 
enter the town till midnighhglt. 


dered himſelf. His pardo 


out a protector, he would 


of regarding him as an ſo that it was 


* *Eftephania had been ſo anxious on 


5 leco 
| Fon vi cuſtomer he brought was BE ws ho 
ſolicit my pardon, which 1 hope to ob- 4 
„ tain, ſince you defign: to ſpeak to the | 
c prime miner in my behalf, and to | 
4 


my protection. 
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* eaſy ;' von have done nothing that is 


not excuſeable; and it is particularly 
onour that his majelty loves 
* to ſhew favour. For the ſake of form, 
4 you muſt go to priſon,; but be al- 
1 2 not continue in it Jong. 
Santillane will take care 
* of the reſt, and ſoon procyre your 


* 


* enlargement,” 


to thoſe fenden who revenge their 
injured h 


8 FR) ws inn 59 2 
Don Roger made à profound bow to 
the miniſter, on whoſe word he ſürten- 
„by my care, 


LES . 


was expedited in a very little time; for, 
in-leſs than ten days, I ſent aps new 
machus home to his, Ulylles and 
Penelope; whereas, had he been with- 
protector, he would pot, perhaps, 
have been quit for a whole year's im- 
priſonment. I touched: no morg than 
an hundred piſtoles for my good offices; 
> wv! 85% s nf fSnoOns 
C 
+; CH A P. N Neno 61 


@ confiderable 


was nof yet 2, 
ſmall matters. 


means to make 


. * - - — 


” © 


1 PRETTY 
is authority. 


ö 8 'to a. metchant of Lion, ho 
ha Came to 


hade. I intereſted my{elf in his Þeha 
and, hs got paſſe 8 
conſideration of 


a preſent which he 
mage me of four | 


hundred pilges,.tgr 


* 


6g 2 
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Tee, ie 1 am nor > wihgken, my valet 


1 warrant 9 1] 


Jon with : new; prize which he has 


Bra pp Sal R aht: it is Scipio—let us 
« Sj igntor,” ſaid he, * allow 
© me * intr duce this famous. operator 
4 ro: Vo. rept wants a patent to ſell his 
"© medicines, excluſive of all others, dur- 
0. ing. the fr ce of ten years, in all the 
4 cities un- er the dominion of Spain; 
that is, all perſons of his profeſſion 
0 hall be prohibited © from ſettling in 
'< the ein or. places where he reſides; ; 
ind e will pay, as an acknowiedgment, 
"two, hundred Piſtole 8, to any. perſon | 
1 'who vp rocure for. him. the ſaid pri- 
* 15 55 1 ſaid to the Fe eng 
alluming the patron, © Well, frien 
yolir Bagel ſhall be done.” Sure 
enough, in a very few days; I diſpatch- 
ed him ine opt nuts, enen h,entitled him 
to cheat the people exc uſvely, Ws 
All the kingdom of ruin. N th 
Thaugh my resse, 1 had 
obtained of his excellency the four fa- 
yours, I had aſked o eaſily, that, 1, neper 
'helitated, in requeſting a, füth z which 
was the government of t 16 C) City of Vera. 
on. the .copfines « of Grenad 175 oo a 11 | 
.of latra a u. ho. Com J a thou- 
4 e ee for the 9505 911 miniſter | 
laug hed to ſee me ſo 'hot.on/the x game: 
% Bead, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he; CH you. go on 
. at a rare ra e: you muſt | be furiouſly 
© inclined. to oblige, your. neighbours. | 
Hark'e, 1 ſha)l not ſtand upon trifles | 
with yon: but when you de mand go- 
« yernments,. and other conſiderable 1 
5 vours, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, be con- 
5 rented With h one half of the profit, and 
* be. accountable. for; the. other to me. 
0 You can't i imag ine,“ added he, 5 M hat 
t expence I am obliged. to be at, or how. 
many reſources, I muſt have to lupport 
the dignity of my poſt; for, notwifh- 
2 ſtanding the di iſiptereſted, appearance 


1 aſſume, 1 confeſs Jam not impru- | 


dent enough to. diforder my 
tick affairs. 
© cordingly.? 

'F My maſter, by this diſcourſe, baits! | 
ing all ſear of being 1mportunate, er 


domeſ- 
Take your. meaſures a0. 


r 


24 military order of knighttiood' in Cm, Iinſtjtuted.;jn. the yea 


of Sancho III. King of Caftile, 


* # 


The habit of the order is a A hüte 
crofs on the left fide, powdered' with fleurs de luce. 
+ St. Jago, or St. James. This is the higheſt order 0 
the twellth century. They bear for arms a ſword gules, t 
powdered with fleurs de e and 8 2 8b is, Sanguine Hrabum. 


ain 


: ragce and f: 


98 furniſhed in a 


| mained, and I became as ma 


rather encouraging ce to ret kürn Fe- 
quently to the charge, 1 became more 
E of riches than ever; and 'would 
have willingly advertiſed, that all 5 
' who wanted favours at court thould;; A 
ply to .me. 
Scipio upon another, in queſt of people 
whom we might ſerve for money, My 
knight of Calatraya had his gove 
of Vera, for his thouſand piſtoles ; and 
I ſoon obtained another, at, the, Time 
price, for a knight of St. Jago 
nor contented with, Wan gs Ge 
1 conferred orders of Knight only 


a END ſome go e id 


35 bad gentlemen, by Virtſig of excelſept 
is tters-patent., i was 1 7 
the clergy. ſhonld feel my enrelfe: ; 
® beſtowed, ſmal]. benefices, ,canonſhips, 
and ſore "eccleſiaſtical digt 8 
for the Diſhopri icks and a arch iſhopricks, 
they were all in the gift, of. Don Rogrigo 
de Calderona, Who likewiſe, appointed 
magiltrates, commanders, any Viceroys. 
A plain proof that the great 
uo better filled tl th jan the da 
1 ze people 83 170% to ocę Ji 790 ſts, 
of which we made f uch * 05 Mg: 
traffick, were not. always th hel beſt quali. 
fied, or moſt regular, 
yo 9 75 the Sith of. N 1 
themſelves merry at oi en 
we reſer bled d thoſe 1 
thewchlelves for the ee corn 
light of t eir gold. | 
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Ply the inſeparable compa- 

en. I found. myſelf 


for 


2 
ſole 
with a 


nions of 1 w alt th. 


| maſter. of t irty thouſand ducats, and in 


get, perhaps ten times 
mght I mu "hen make a 
the -prime- -minilter” S 
ired a l 1 Rat which 
nd fome manner ; 
bought. the coach of : pl notary, 1 0 fad 
Jet,it up through oftentatioh! and” ow 
wanted to get xid of it by t the advic 
bis baker. F engaged a :oachman ; and, 
as it was but. juſt to, advance' eld ſer- 
vant, raiſed Scipio to the. triple honour 
of my valet de c zambre,. Tecretary, and 
' ſteward : but What put the finiſhing 
1557 to my pode was, the 1 4 5 
y, people, tg, wear 
This OT all the bägmen 


a fen. 
"as much, : th 191 
figure worth 
F 1155 


We . 


e 


ing, the e p 


1158 
in a” 


Bey 


e hgh thood in 


handle 10 err be a croſs 
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I went upon one cour 2 - 
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. 


As 


by 7 were \, 


of 


livery. 


as. the 


re EA in 
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, began to receive 


ag, 


them gobl'theer, and always ſent them 
home Well watefed. Scipio, dn his 
fide; (for it Was like maſter lixe man) 


kept table alſo in the büttery, where he 
regaled his acquaintances at my ex- 1 


peſſce: but, excluſive of my regard for 
| that young fellow, I thought; as he con- 
' tributed to my getting money, he had a 
right to adit me in kpending it. Bel 
ſides, T1goked upon this profüfon lik, 
2 voimg man, ant did not perceive t 
conſequence. f had another reaſon alſb 
for overlooking it. Beiiefices and em 
che wen ung Aebiofs ny Renee dall 
increaſe, I thought F had ſor on 
drove a nail into the wheel of Fortune. 
There Was nothing now wanting tb 
gratify my vanity, but to make Fabri- 
cius af tye-witneſs of my pomp. 1 
did oy that he was returnei 
from Andatulia q 
1 5 45 the pleaſure of fur 
ſeit him an anonymous bifler, : 


1 
t- 


impor 


ing, that a Sicilian nobleman of his ad- 


k e wir ee him to ſupper, at 
ſuch à day, hour, and place. Nunne 
came at the time appoi | 
amazed to find that I was the forei 
nobleman who had invited mm to ſug- 
per. © Yes; friend, ſaid I to him, th 


is my houſe; I have Zhandſorie equ E, 


c Page. a good table, and a ſtrong b 
beſides.— Is it poſſible, cried hi, 
wich great vivakity, „that 1 find nch 
again in ſuch opiflence f. How ap 
am I in Raving 
©Cottht'Galfino! I töld' thee chat he 


4 


loyments never ceaſed bringing griſt to 


; and, that I ile ? 
rizing him, 


ointed, and was 
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ano; after which; in order t6 mode 
the joy Which he felt in having proeur- 


* 


2 0 


was a generous nobleman, who α¹ẽ,ẽ 


©foon make” thee euſy for life.” Nu 

© haft;” doubtleſs,” adde} he, followtd: 
the wiſe Advice L gave the, and g]ͥ 
the butler u Jicfle more rein! Fen- 
gratiilate thee upon thy Condit q for 


[it is by ſuch prudent meaſores unly 


© that the ſtewards in great fun kes the- 
A cöme leren??? 1 
I let Fabricius applaud himferf us 
much as he pleaſed for having kurb- 
duced me to the ſerviee of Conn G- 
e 


ed me ſuch'a good poſt, I related che 
marks of gratitude with'which that no- 
bleman had repaid my fervice#* But, 
perceiving that my poet, ' while I made 
the detail, ſting his recantation wirhin 
himſelf, 1 ſaid to him, I forgive che 
Sicilian: between you and'me; I have 

© more cauſe to rejoice thun be ſdrr at 
his behaviour towards" mes At the 
count had not uſed me ii, T ſhould 
chiave followed him to Sicily, Where I 
ſhouſd now / have been a" fervent, in 

£ expectation of an unceftaĩn eftabliſh= 
ment. In a word, I ſhould inet be 
© confident” to the Buke of Berma.“ 
' Nunnez was ſo ſtrifek vith tmeſe Taſt 
5 words, that he continued fome minutes 
"incapable of uttering one ſy liabe Then 
breaking fence all of à ſudden, id 
1 underſtand yon aright 231554 Re: 
what have you'the eohfidence ef the 
prime-miniſter ““ I“ ſhäre it, 1 fe- 
plied, Muth Don Rodrigo de Caſdero- 
na; and, in All appearance; 1 Hall 
make great progreis. “ Pruly, Sig- 
nior de Säntiflane,“ ſaid he, *Fidok 
upon you with aflmiration f yoti are 
© capable” of filling all forts of em- - 
* ploy ments. © What talents. you? are 

© maſter"'of!'you” have (to uſe the ex- 
"©preflisn of our tennis couft) thewuni- 
„ verſal töol; that is to ſay, you are 
qualified for every thing. CiFinglly, 
„ Sighior, added he, Lam overjoyed 
at Four wotſhip's ProfpiethpALIO the 
devil!“ ſaid I, interrupting him; 
Mr. Nunnez, truce with Signor and 
your worſhip ;* let us dafiſt theſe 


| terms, and live familiarty together“ 


Thou art in the right,“ he rẽphed gl 
© ought not to look upon thee other. 


| * wiſe than as ufual, although thou art 


become rich. I ill confeſs my weak 


T *riefs; I Was datzled when 1 under 
| © food thy h: 
recomteßded thee b A 


| fate: but that pteju- 
dice is over; and l now beholf thee a- 


ide "Aditi are, hl tat up A wit he 


gain 4s my old friend Gil Blas“. 


our 


* 
» 
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Our converſation was interrupted by 
the arrival of four or ſive clerks. Gen- 
\* tlemen,” ſaid 1 to them, preſenting 
Nunnes, you ſhall ſup with Signior 
Don Fabricio, who compoſes verſes 
- worthy of King Numa“, and writes 
Jig proſe like a prodigy.“ Unluckily 
I ſpoke to people who regarded poetry 
ſo little, that our author ſuffered on 
da ecount of his profeſſion. Scarce would 
they deign to favour him with a look. 
It was to no purpoſe tliat he ſaid witty 
things in order to attract their atten- 
tion: they did not perceive the beauty 
of his ſallies; and he was ſo much piqued 
_ . at their want of taſte, that he made uſe 
. of his- poetical licence, and cunningly 
- withdrawing from the company, diſap- 
8 Our clerks did. not perceive 
His retreat, and ſat down to table 
- without ſo much as aſking what was be- 
come of him. e744 25 5 
- + Juſt as I had done dreſſing next morn- 
ing, and was going abroad, the poet of 
Aſturias entered my chamber, ſaying, 
I aſk pardon, my friend, for having 1 | 
. abruptly left thy clerks Jaſt night; but 
truly, I was ſo much out of my ele- 
ment among them, that I could no 
langer endure my ſituation. A par- 
cel of inſolent fellows, with their felf- 
-..* ſufficient ſtarched airs ] I can't com- 
e prehend how thou, who haſt an acute- 
1 neſs of underſtanding, can'ſt accom- 
AI madate thyſelf to ſuch ſtupid gueſts! 
This very day, added he, Iwill bring 
: hither fellows of wit and ſpirit.— 
1 ſhall-be obliged to thee,* anſwered 
I; Fand will entirely depend upon thy 
A taſte in the choice of them. Thou 
art in the right,“ ſaid he; I promiſe 
_ © thee ſuperior geniuſes, of the moſt 
entertaining characters. Iwill go this 
_-* ipftaut. to a coffee-houfe where they 


at 


meet, and beſpeak them before they | 


engage ithemſelves elſewhere; for, 
happy is the man who can have their 
company at dinner or ſupper, ſo much; 
are they admired ſor their agreeable 
„FETT. 
he left me, and at ſupper - 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES: OF 


the nation of authors is a little. vain- 
glorious. Though I had not laid my 


our table ſhould be ſumptnuouſly. fur- 


| niſhed, as he knew what fort of. people 


I Was to treat that day, he had rein- 
forced our ſervices of his on accord. 
In ſhort, we. went to ſupper: in high 
gl2e ; my poets began to talk of them. 
lelves, and were not. ſilent. in their own 
praiſe; One, with a lofty air, mention- 
ed grandees and ladies of quality who 
were delighted with his mule; another, 
finding fault with the choice which a 
learned academy had made of two mem- 
bers, modeſtly obſer ved that they ought 
to have. choſen him. The diſeourſe of 
the reſt Mas not a. tittle lefs arrogant. 
In the middle of ſupper they worried 
me with verſe and ra each, in his 
turn, repeating. a ſpecimen of. his own 
writing: one regaled me with.a ſonnet; 
another rehearſed a ſcene of a tragedy ; 
a third read a criticiſm upon a comedy; 
and a fourth, endeavouring in his turn 
to give us an ode of Anacrean tranſlat- 
ed into wretched, Spaniſh verſe, was in- 
terrupted by. ane of his brethren, who 
told him that he had uſed an improper 
term. The. author of the tranſlation 


roſe, in which all the wits. eſpouſed one 
ſide, or other; the votes were equal, 
the diſputants grew hot, and proceeded 
to invectives: the debate ſtill continued; 


until, becoming quite furious, they got 


up, and went by the ears together. Fa- 


and myſelf, had all ſufficient work in 


publick- houſe, without making the leaſt 
apology for their unpolite behaviour. 
Nupnez, upon whoſe promile I had 
formed an agreeable idea of this enter- 
tainment, remained very mich out of 
countenance at this adventure. Well, 
friend,“ ſaid I to him; will you ſtill 
* exto] your fellow gueſts? Upon my 
* confcience, you have brought hither 
« avillainous ſet ! I will henceforth keep 


injunEtions-on 9 6 to take care that 


denied his aſſertion; and a diſpute a- 


bricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys, 


parting them; which when we had ac- 
compliſhed, they went away, as if from a 


| +, 80 ſaying, a | | h K - 
. timerireturned with. fix. authors only, | © to my clerks: don't talk to me of * E 
:. whom he introduced to me one, after | © thors.'—* 1 will bring no more ſuch, WM , 
another, characterizing each as he pre | anſwered he; *thou haſt ſeen the beſt 
ſented him. To wats, ape would # oCiie whale te . 
have thought that theſe wits ſurpaſſed J. _. __— OT. ; 
their works,, as he ſaid, deſeryed. to be The morals of Git Blas are entirely corrupt- x 
| engrayen in lejtersof gold. %% 
_; theſe gentlemen, very, politely, and even miſſion by the Count de Lemos, and en- Vi 

affected-to load them with civility ; for I. gages in an intrigne zoith that nobleman. b 

* . . 5 * 9 a | . A of 
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\ S ſoon, as I was known to be in 


| favour witk the duke of Lerma, 


I had a court of my own. Every morn- 


ing my anti-chamber was full of peo 


le, and I gave audience at nſy leves. 


wo kinds of Company came thither ; 


one to buy my intereft with the miniſter 
for favours;. and the other to move me 
dy ſupplications to obtain for them 
what they wanted, gratis. The firſt 
were ſure of being heard and aſſiſted; 
but, with th tobrkey the laſt, 'I got rid of 
them immediately by evaſive excuſes, 
or amuſed them ſo long, that their pa- 
tience forſook them. Before I belong- 
ed to court, I was naturally compaſ- 
ſionate and charitable ; but 525 longer 


felt that humane weaknefs, and became 
. as hard as flint: of conſequence, I cured 
myſelf of my friendſhips alſo, and ſtrip- 


ped myſelf of all ſocial affection, as 


will appear by my behaviour to Jo- 


leph Navarro, in an affair 1 am going 


to relate. | | 
This Navarro, to whom 1 owed fo 
many obligations, 'and who, in one 
word, was the firſt caufe of my fortune, 
came to my houſe; and after expreſſing 
a great deal of friendſhip for me, as he 
always did when we met, deſired me to 
aſk of the Duke of Lerma a certain em- 
ployment for one of his friends ; telling 
me, that the cavalier in whoſe behalf he 
ſolicited was a very amiable young gen- 
tleman of great merit, but that he want- 
ed a poſt for his ſubſiſtence, * I don't 
© at all doubt, added Joſeph, that, kind 
and obliging as you are, you will be 
* overjoyed at an opportunity of ſerving 
© a man of honour in diſtreſs; and Iam 
* ſure that you will think yourſelf be- 
* holden to me for giving you this oc- 
*calion of exerting your generoſity.? 
This was plainly telling me that he ex- 
8 it for nothing; and, though I 
i not reliſh the propoſal, 1 appeared 
very much diſpoſed to do what he de- 
fired. © I am charmed,” anſwered I to 
Navarro, that J have it in my power 
© to ſhew my lively gratitude for all the 
* favours which I have received at your 
* hands. Your intereſting yourſelf for 
any one is a ſufficient inducement for 
© me to ſerve him; your friend ſhall 
© have that place you have pitched upon 
for him, depend upon it: the affair ts 
now no longer yours, but mine.“ 
On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away 


7 


very well ſatisfied. Nevertheleſs, the 


perſon whom he recommended did not 
obtain the poſt in queſtion. I procur- 
ed it for another man, in conſideration 


of a thouſand ducats, which I put into | uly it is aftoniſhing that you r i 
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my ſtrong box, and which I'p 


« dear Navarro! you was too late in 
* ſpeaking to me; I was prevented by 
* Calderona, who has given that ſame 


* poſt; and Tam quite in deſpair that I 
have no better news to entertain you 


4 with.“ g : |; 


- Joſeph implicitly believed what I faid,* 
and we parted more friends than ever; 

but I believe he ſoon diſcovered the 
truth, for he never after came to my 


houfe; and I was charmed at his ab- 


ſence. For, beſides my being burden 
ed by the ſervices he had done me, 
thought it did not look well for people 
of my rank at court to. keep company 


with butlers. ; | 


I have not mentioned the Count de 
Let us now re- 
turn to that nobleman, whom I ſome- 
1 had carried to him the 


Lemos a good while. 


ti mes viſited. 
thouſand piſtoles, as I formerly obſerv- 
ed, and afterwards gave him a thouſand 


more, by order of the duke his unde,' 
out of the money 1 had belonging to his 


excellency. The Count de Lemos had 


a long converſation with me that day. 


He told me that he had at laſt gained 
his end, and entirely poſſeſſed the good 


graces of the Prince of Spain, whoſe 
He then gave 


ſole confident he was. 
me charge of a very hanourable com- 


* 


miſſion which he had already prepared _ 
for me. Friend Santillane,* ſaid he, 


© now is the time to be doing; ſpare no- 


© thing to diſcover ſome young beauty, 
* who ſhould be worthy to amuſe that 


© pallant prince. You don't want wit, and 


need ſay no more; go, run, ſearch, 


*and when you have made a hucky 


© diſcovery, come and impart it io me.? 


I promiſed to neglect nothing in aequit= 


ting myſelf handſomely of this employ- 
ment, which muſt not be very difficult 
to exerciſe, ſince ſo many people live by 
the ſame profeſſion, 1; ry . 14 
I had not been much uſed to theſe 
kinds ofanquiry; but not doubting that - 


Scipio was an adept in the art, I called 


for him when I came home, and ſaid to 
him in private, Child, I am going to 
c intruſt thee with a ſecret. Doſt thou 
© know, that in the midſt of Fortunes 


« favours I find F want ſomething ??—* I 
can eaſily gueſs what that is, ſaid he: 


interrupting me before I could ee 5 


* you want an agreeable nymph to 
bend and exhilarate your ſpirits ; and 


referred 
to any acknowledgment I might have 
expected from the clerk of the kitchen, 
to whom Ifaid; with an air of mortifi- © 
cation, when next we met. Ah, my 
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« be-without one in che prime of, your, 
vage, when grey-beards cannotdiſpeaſe,, 


© wil-ſach.recreation.'—* IL admire thy 


© have one of thy, recommending, But 


. 


© penetration !! anſwered I with a ſmile. 
Nos; aamilſtreſs, I want, and. deſire to, 


© | muſt warn thee, before-hand, that 1 
am very delicate jn_theſe matters. 
t expettt a lady of beauty and good md- 
© rals.'—+ What vou require,” replied 
Scipio, is not eaſily found; but, how- 
i Ever, We live, thank God,. in a. city 
that affords ſome of all ſorts, and 1 
hope I ſhall ſoon be able to tit you to 
hair. E i 

Sure enough, in three days, he ſaid, 


' © have diſcovered a treaſure; a young 


© lady,, whoſe. name is Catalina, of a 
good family, and raviſhing beauty; 
© ſhe lives under tke tuition of her aint, 


in a little houſe, where they ſubſiſt in 
© an honourable manner on their for- 


tune, which is but ſmall; they are 
«* ſerved by a chamber-maid of my ac- 
© quaintance, who has aſſured. me, that 
though their door is ſhut to every 
body at preſent, it would be opened 
* to a rich and liberal gallant, provided 


© he were willing to avoid ſcandal, by 


going in. at night, without any ſhew. 


© Whereupon I deſcribed you as a ca- 


9 


© valier who deſerved to find the door 
© unlatched; and delited the maid to. 
4 propoſe you to. the ladies. She has 
* promiſed to do fo, and inform me of 
their anſwer to-morrow morning, at 
a certain place,'—* That's well ;* I re- 
lied; but I am afraid the chamber- 
s maid impoſes upon thee.'—*< No, no,“ 


- © fajd he; l am not ſo eably perſuaded; 
I have already interrogated the neigh- 


* bours, and conclude from what they 
© fay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, 
on whom you may deſcend, like ano- 
© ther Jupiter, in a ſhower of gold.” 
Prejudiced as I was againſt intrigues of 
this kind, I engaged in it for once; and 
as the chamber-maid came next day, 
and told Scipio, that, if I pleaſed, I 


might be introduced that very evening 


to her miſtreis, I ſtole thither between 
eleven and twelve. The maid received 


me in the dark, took me by the hand, 


and led me into a pretty haudſome hall, 


where I found the ladies richly drefled, 
and ſeated on ſatin conches. As ſoon 


as they perceived me, they got up, and | 


ſaluted me in ſuch a noble manner, 


that I took them for perſons of quality. 


The aunt (whoſe name was Signiora 
Mencia) though ſtill agreeable, did not 


- attract my attention, Which was entire 
1y engroſſed by the niece, who ſeemed J- 


j 


together with a tempting luz 


arrow at me. | 
taphor, a marriage ſo bluntly propoſed, 


a goddeſs, To examine her minutely, 
however, ſhe could not be alfa, a, pefe. 
fect beauty.; but ſhe, hag, ſuc I, Srages, 
. + 25 R Mi, alf, 
as hindered the eye, tþ perceiy s, her” 


defects. CCT 

Accordinely, I was diſturbed, at fight 

of her. I forgot that 1 camwe.thither. 9 1 
perform the office of procurer ; [poke 
in my own favour, and expreſſed my- 
ſelf like a, man inſpired by the moſt 
violent paſſion. The young. lady, in 
whom 1 found three times more wit 
than, ſhe. e. 48 (fo, courteous did 
the ſeem) quite enchanted me. by ber 
anſwers; and I. began to loſe the go- 
vernment of myſelf, when her. aunt, 

in order to moderate. my tranſports, 

addreſſed. me in this manner: Signior 
de Santillane, I tes free with you. 

On account of the character Which 1 
* have heard of your worſhip, I. have 
permitted you to vilit me, without en- 
* hancing the price of the favour by 
* ſtanding on ceremony ; bur don't ima- 
« gine yourſelf the nearer, your point 
for that reaſon. I bave hitherto 
© brought up my niece. in retirement, 


and you are (as I may ſay) the firſt 


* cavalier to whoſe eyes ſhe has been 
© expoſed. If you deem her worthy to 
be your wife, I ſhall be overjoyed. at 
© her good fortune. Conſider, there- 
fore, if ſhe will ſuit you at that price; 
for you cannot have her at a cheaper 
rate.“ | 1 
T his well- aimed ſhot frighted away 
Cupid, who was juſt going to let fly an 
| Jo ſpeak without me- 


made nie recollect myſelf. I. became 
again all of a ſudden the faithful agent 
of the Count de Lemos, and, changing 


my tone, replied to Signiora Mencia, 


Madam, I am pleaſed with your frank- 
© nels, which J intend to imitate. What- 
ever figure I make at court, I am 
© not worthy of the incomparable Cata- 
© lina, but have in view for her a much 


more ſplendid fate; in ſhort, I de- 
© ſign her for the Prince of. Spain.'—. 


© Your refuſal of my niece,” replied the 
aunt coldly, © was diſobliging enough; 
there was no occaſion to accompany if 
with a piece of raillery.—“ 1 don't 
* rally, indeed, Madam,” cried I; * no- 
© thing is more ſerious ; I have orders 
* to find out a lady who deſerves to be 
* honoured with the private viſits of 
the Prince of Spain: I find ſuch a one 
in your houſe, and mark ir for the 
ſeshe according, ð 


Meyers was aſtoniſhed af 


Signiora 
2 


lieving that 


1 
3 


— — 


theſe words, which I perceived did pot 


ch diſpleaſe her: nevertheleſs, be- 
. he ought to affect ASS 
t 


is manner. 


ſhe anſwered. in | | 
« was. diſpoſed to credit literally, what 


you ſay, yon muſt know that I am 


not of ſuch a character as to rejoice 
© j the infamous honour of ſeeing my 
© niece. miſtreſs to a prince. My vir- 
tue diſapproves— * What a ſaint you 
« are, wh your virtue!“ faid I, in- 
terrupting her; you talk like one bred 
« among fil 


« Behold the heir - apparent of Spain at 


. © the feet of the happy Catalina, ador- 
ing and loading her with, preſents ; 
« and, remember, that from her per- 
5 haps will ſpring a hero who will render 
his mother's name immortal as his 


© own.? 


— 


embraced my propoſal, ſhe feigned her- 
ſelf irreſolute about the matter; and 
Catalina, who wiſhed- the prince al- 
ready in her chains, affected great in- 
difference; ſo that 1 was obliged. to in- 


veſt the place a- new, until at length, 
Signiora Mencia, ſeeing me repulſed, 


and ready to raiſe ſiege, beat the cha- 


made, and we agreed upon a capitula- 


tion, which contained the two follo w- 
ing articles. Imprimis, If the prince 
of Spain, on the report that 1 ſhall 
make of Catalina's charms, ſhall be in- 


flamed, and determine to hgnour her 


with a nocturnal viſit, 1 ſhall take care 
to 7 the ladies of the night that 
ſhall 


| choſen for that purpoſe. Item, 
The prince ſhall not viſit the ſaid ladies 


but as an ordinary gallant, with no 
other attendants than me and his Mer 
ia... ns, ney; vel; 

After this convention, the aunt. and 
niece ſhewed-me all manner of friend 


hip, and aſſumed a familiarity. of beha- 


viour ia conſequence of which I ven- 


tured ſome hugs, which were not very 
ill received; and when we parted, they 
embraced me of their own accord, and 
loaded me with careſſes. It is really 
wonderful to fee with what facility an 
intimacy is contracted between the cou- 


riers of gallantry and the women who 


want their ſervice. Had people obſerv- 
ed me to leave this houſe. with ſuch 
marks of favour, they might have ſaid, 


with ſome appearance of juſtice, that 1 


was much happier than I actually found 


myſelf. The Count de Lemos was 


ly. eitizens. Sure vou joke, 
in ptetending to conſider things in a 
moral point of view! that would be. 
« tripping them of all their beauty; they 
© maſt be ſurveyed. with a carnal eye. 


Although the aunt Muld have gladly. 


Es ths 
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overjoyed when 1 let him know that 1 


had made ſuch a 8 as he delired. 
Iſpoke of Catalina in fich à iriant 
as made him — to ſee her. 1 car- 


ried him to her lodgings next night, 
and he owned that I had very ſug- 
ceſsful. He told the ladies, he did not 
at all doubt that the prince would be 


perfectly well ſatisfied with the miſtreſs 


whom I had choſen for him, and that 
ſhe-on her part would have cauſe to be 
contented with ſuch a lover; that the 
young prince was full of generolity and 


ſweetneſs of temper: in * he aſ- 


ſured them, that he would bring him 
to their houſe in a few days, as they 
deſired he ſhould come, that is, wath- 


out noile or attendance. This noble- 


and I withdrew in his company. 


man afterwards took his leave of 6. 
got back to his equipage, in which we 
na 


us at the end of the ſtreet; he ſet me 
down at my own houſe, charging me to 
inform his uncle next day 2 5 new- 
ſtarted adyenture, and to deſire he 


would ſend him a thouſand; piſtoles to 


enſure it's ſucceſs. -. -:. 


* 


I did not fail to give the 


calion 
gone of that claſs, you will give. me 
© leave to apply to you.“ My 


* CHAP. 


ad come thither, and which waited for | 


ce. 1 
K a ſyllable of Scipio, but 
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Tie ate rope and prefents which the | 


© appearing in your houſe by day; but 


Prince of Spain will be here this night; 


. 
eee 
- 


s the lute to admiration ; ſhe likewiſe 
_ + dances perfectly well.—“ Heavens!“ 


THE HisTORY AND ADVENTURES! OF 


— 7 


. 


Prince of Spain made to Catalina. 

T Went that inſtant with five hundred 
double piſtoles to the Count de 

Lemos, who told me, You could not 

come in better ſeaſon. I have ſpoke 


nnn 


to the prince: he has bit at the hook, 


and burns with impatience to ſee Ca- 

r talina. This very night he intends to 
flip privately out of the palace, in 
order to viſit her. It is a thing de- 
termined, and our meaſures are taken 


© accordingly. Inform the ladies of- 


© his reſolution, and give them th 
© money which you have brought; for 
it is right to let them ſee that he is no 
ordinary lover whom they are to re- 
ceive: beſides, the bounty of princes 
© ought to precede their intrigues. As 
© you will accompany him, together with 
me, added he, be ſure of being at 
© his couchee this evening. Your coach 
©alfo (for I think it is proper we fhould 
© ufe it) muſt wait for us near the palace 
JJ oooh 90 
I immediately repaired to the houſe, 
but did not ſee Catalina, who, they told 
me, was a-bed; ſo that I could only 
ſpeak with Signiora Mencia, to whom 
'T faid, * Madam, pray excuſe me for 


it is not in my power to do otherwiſe, 
© for I muſt give you notice that the 


and here, added I, putting the bag 
of money in her hand, * is an offering 
hieb he ſends to the temple of Cy- 
© therea, to render the divinities of the 
© place propitious. You fee I have not 
engaged you in a bad affair.“ I am 
every much obliged to you, ' ſhe replied; 
© but tell me, Sighior de Santillane, 
© does the prince love muſick ?—* He 
loves it,“ anſwered I, to diſtraction; 
4 nothing can entertain him ſo much as 
© a fine voice, accompanied by a Jute 
«delicately touched. So much the 
better!“ cried ſhe, in a tranſport of 
Joy; © you give me infinite pleaſure in 
« telling me this; for my niece has the 
« pipe of a nighiingale, and plays upon 


cried I, in my turn; what perfections, 
« my good aunt! ſo many are not ne- 
« ceſſary to make a girl's fortune: one 
of theſe talents is ſufficient for the 
« purpoſe.” : 
Having thus paved the way, I wait- 


* — 


ed for the hour of the prince's couchee ; 


chen giving orders to my coachman, I 


rejoined the Count de Lemos, who told 
me, that the prince, in order to get rid 
of his company the ſooner, would feign 
a flight indiſpoſition, and evon go'to 
bed, the better to perſuade them of 
his being fick ; but that he would riſe 
again in an hour, and, by a_back-door, 
gain a private ſtair that led into the 
court- yard. e OT.” 


When he had informed me of u hat 


they had concerted together, he poſted 
me in a place through Which he aſſured 


me they would paſs; and there I danced ' 
attendance: fo long, that I began to 


think our gallant had taken another 
road, or loſt his deſire of ſeeing Cata- 
lina, as if princes ufually dropped'theſe 


ſort of whims before they had ſatisfied 


them. In ſhort, 1 imagined' they. had 
forgot me altogether, when two men 
accoſted me, whom having diſcerned 


to be thoſe I expected, I conducted 


them to my coagh, in which they ſeat- 
ed themſelves, while 1 got upon the 
coach-box to direct the driver, whom 


ordered to ſtop about fifty yards from 


the houſe. I then handed the prince 
and his companion out of the coach, 
and we walked towards the place for 
which we were bound. The gate 


opened at our approach, and ſhut again 


as ſoon as we got in. | 


At firſt we found ourſelves- in 'the 


ſame" darkneſs in which 1 had been in- 
troduced; though, by way of Eiftine- 
tion, there was a ſmall lamp fixed te 
the wall, the light of which was fo dim, 
that we could only perceive it, With- 
out being lighted by it's rays. All 
this ſerved only to make the adventure 
more agreeable to our hero, who was 
ſenſibly ſtruck at the fight of the la- 
dies, who received him in a hall, where 
the luſtre of a great number of ean- 
dles made amends for the darkneſs that 
reigned in the court. The aunt and 
niece were in a gay diſhabille,” ſo art- 
fully diſpoſed that nobody could look 
upon them with impunity. Our prince 
would have been very well ſatisfied with 


Signiora Mencia, if there had been no 


other for him to chuſe; but the charms 
of young Catalina, as they deſerved, 
had the preference. Well, my prifice,” 


ſaid the Count de Lemos; was it poſ- 


* fible for us to procure your highneſs 


© the pleaſure of ſeeing two ladies more 
«© handſome than theſe ?*—* I am ra- 


* viſhed with them both,” replied the 
prince; and 1 ſhall never carry off 


« my heart; for the aunt could nat 


* 


leaving him 


« miſs; of it, if it was poſſible for the 
0 * N $0 'þ 3 
After this compliment, ſo agreeab 
to an aunt, 44 ſaid a 3 fond 
things to Catalina, who anſwered with 
great wit and ſpirit. As thoſe honour- 
able people who. perfarm the part that 
I ated on this occaſion, are permitted 
to join in the converſation of lovers, 
rovided it be with an intention of ad- 
7 fuel to the fire, I told the gallant, 
that his nymph ſung and played upon 
the lute to admiration. - He was over- 
joyed, to hear that ſhe was miſtreſs of 
theſe talents, and entreated her to en- 
tertain him with a ſpecimen, She com- 
plied with a good grace, took up a lute 
ready tuned, played ſome tender airs, 
and ſung in ſuch an affecting manner, 


that the prince dropped down at her 


feet, in a tranſport of love and plea- 
ſure. But let us finiſh is picture; 
and only obſerve that, during this ſweet 
intoxication, in which the heir of the 
Spaniſh monarchy. was plunged, the 
hours ſtole away like minutes, and we 
were obliged to tear him from that dan- 
gerous honſe, becauſe of the day's ap- 
proach, We the geatlemen-under- 
takers carried him back to his apart 
ment with great diſpatch, and then went 
to our different homes, as well ſatisfied 
in having fitted him with a ſhe-adven- 
turer, as if we had tranſacted his mar- 
riage with a princeſs. | BP 

Next moraing I recounted this ad- 
venture to the Duke of Lerma, who 
deſired to be informed of every parti- 
cular; and juſt as I had finiſhed my 
narration, tlie Count de Lemos came 
in, and ſaid, The prince of Spain is 


ſo much engroſſed by Catalina, and 


has conceived ſuch a paſſion for her, 
« that he purpoſes to viſit her often, 


and attach himſelf to her alone. He 


wanted to ſend her this day jewels to. 
the amount of two thouſand piſtoles, 
but not having a penny in his purſe, 
* he applied to me. My dear Lemos,“ 
ſaid he, you muſt find me that ſum 


immediately. I know very well that, 
* Tincommo Ge, NAY, exhauſt you; but 


« my heart retains t ie obligation, and if 
«ever I find myſelf in a condition to 
©though all your friendſhip, you 
c hal not repent having laid me under, 
* an obligation.?—" My prince, ſaid I, 
that inſtant, *I have friends 
ad credity and will er pier them both, 


C 


+ exert MF. gracirude, otherwiſe than in 
» For 


: | Y has 9 
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to accommodate you with. what you 


this true, 


SANTILLAN E. 


want.“ f 5 
© It is not difficult to ſatisfy: his de- 
mand, ſaid the duke to his nephew. 
© Santillane," go fetch the money; or, 
«if you pleaſe, he will purchaſe the 
« jewels; for he is a verſed connoiſſeur 
© in ſtones, eſpecially rubies! — Is not 
Gil Blas?“ added he, look - 
ing at me with a ſatirical ſmile. Your 
* grace is very ſevere,” I replied; I 
© ſee that you want to make Monſieur 
the Count merry at my expenee.” 
This happened accordingly. ie NE» 
hew aſked what myſtery there was 
in theſe words. Nothing,“ anſwer- 
ed the duke, laughing; only San- 
« tillane one day thought proper to ex- 
© change a diamond for a ruby, and 
* afterwards found that; he had gained 
© neither honour nor profit by, the. bar- 
gain. 3 „„ 
1 ſhould have thought myſelf eaſily 
quit, if the. miniſter had ſaid no more 
of the matter ; but he took the trouble 
to relate the trick that Camilla and 


Don Raphael played upon me in the 
hired lodging, and to enlarge particu- 
cularly on thoſe circumſtances which 


chagrined me moſt. His excellency, 
after having enjoyed his joke, ordered 
me to accompany the Count de Lemos, 
who carried me to a jeweller's houſe, 
where we choſe jewels, which we ſhew= 


ed to the prince for his approbation z 


and which being afterwards entruſted 
o me, in order to be preſented to Ca- 
e I went home for two thouſand 
piſtoles of the duke's money, with which 
I paid the merchant. 

It is a queſtion not to be aſked, if 
I was kindly received next night by 


the ladies, when I exhibited the pre- 


ſents, of my embaſſy; conſiſting” of an 
handſome ring deſigned for, the aunt, 
and a pair of ear-rings for the niece. 


Charmed with theſe marks of the 


prince's love and generoſity, they be- 
gan to prattle like two goſſips, and 
thanked me for having procured for 
them ſuch a valuable acquaintance. 
They forgot themſelves in the exceſs 
of their joy, and ſome words eſcaped 
them, which made me ftiſpect that I 
had introduced a mere gipſey to dur 
great monarch's ſon; but that 1 might 
know preciſely whether or not I had 
performed this fine maſter- piece, I went 
1 5 reſolved to come to an explana- 


* 


- 


1 


E HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF _ 


Catalind's real character. 7. 1 
and uneaſineſ of Gil Blas. The precau- 
tion he tuas obliged to take for his own 
- quiet. * 
TUST as I entered my own houſe, I 
heard a great noiſe; and enquiring 
into the cauſe, was told, Scipio that 
evening treated half a dozen of his 
friends, who ſung full throat, and fre- 
uently broke out in loud fits of laughter; 
7 that aſſuredly this repaſt could not 


| be properly ſtyled the banquet of the 


Seven Wiſe Men. | 
The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed of 
my arrival, faid to the company, *Gen- 
© tlemen, . tis only my maſter come 
© home : be not diſturbed, but continue 
your mirth; I will go and ſpeak two 
© words to him, and rejoin you in a 
„ twinkling.” So ſaying, he came to 
my apartment. What a hubbub is 
this? ſajd I; what fort of people 
are thoſe you entertain below? are 
© they pos if yo 
« pleaſe,” he replied; it were pity to 
5 Foto your wine on ſuch company. 
1 make a better uſe of it. There is 
© among my gueſts a very rich young 
« fellow, who wants for his money an 
© employment by your intereſt; and for 
© him alone I give this entertainment: 
© at every draught he drinks I raiſe the 
E gratification you are to receive ten 
© piſtoles, and will make him drink till 
© J — If that be the caſe, I replied, 


go back to thy friends, and don't ſpare 
8 the wine in my cellar.” 

I did not think this a 
4% talk with him about 
next morning, when I got up, I ſpoke 
to, him in y manner: Friend Sci- 


proper ſeaſon 
atalina ;- but 


pio, thou Knowelt how we live toge- 
Ether; I treat thee more like a com- 
rade than, a domeſtick ; and of con. 
©{equence thou wilt be to blame in de- 
©ceiving-me as a maſter. Let us then 
« Jay abc all reſerve with one another, 
I. will tell thee ſomething that will 
© ſurprize thee, and thou ſhalt diſcloſe 
© to me thy real ſentiments of thoſe two 
c women with whom thou haſt made me 
© acquainted. Between thee and me, I 
< ſuſpet them to be two artful uſſes, 
„ cunning in proportion to the ſimpli- 
c city which they affect. If my opinion 
© does them juſtice, the prince of Spain 
© has no great cauſe to be well pra 
*with me; for 1 confeſs it-was for him 
. © that E wanted a miſtreſs. I accord- 
c jugly carried him to Catalina's houſe, 
and he is become paſſionately fond of 


poets ?*—* No, indeed, Sir, if you 


'* miſchief can it produce 


her. Signior,* anſwered Scipio, 1 
am too well uſed by you, to be want. 
„ing in fincerity with my maſter. I 
© had yeſterday a private converſation 
© with the maid of theſe two princeſſes, 
© and ſhe related their hiftory, which 
© to me ſeemed very diverting. You 
6 wy 9 it > eh —_ 
Catalina is daughter to a. poor gen- 
* tleman-of Arragon, and fading | iy 
* ſelf, at the age of fifteen, an orphan, 
© as handſome as poor, liſtened to an 
© old commander, who conducted her 
to Toledo, where he died in fix 
* months, after having ſerved as a pa- 
rent rather than a huſband to her. 
She ſecured his. fortune, confiſting of 
© ſome moveables and three hundred 
8 e . in ready- money, then joined 
© herſelf to Signiora Mencia, who was 
* ſtill in faſhion, though already in the 
* wane.' Theſe two good friends lived 
| © together, and began to behave ſo as to 
attract the notice of Juſtice; at which 
© the ladies being diſguſted, haftily 2- 
© bandoned Toledo through vexation, 
* and ſettled in Madrid, where they 
© have lived about two years, without 
© viliting any perſon in the neighbour- 
hood. But the belt circumſtance of 
* the ſtory is this; they have hired two 
mall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall, 
© having in the cellar a ſtair of commu- 
© nication from the one to the other. 
* Signiora. Mencia lives with a young 
© maid-ſervant in one. of theſe houſes, 
* and the commander's widow poſſeſſes 
© the other, with an old duenna, who 
* paſſes for her grandmother ; ſo that 
our Arragonian is ſometimes a niece. 
brought up by her aunt, and ſome- 
times a pupil under the wings of her 
©grandame. When ſhe acts the niece, 
© ſhe is called Catalina; and when ſhe 
plays the grandchild, her name is 
Sirena.“ | e EE 
At the name of Sirena, n pale; 
and interrupting Scipio, ſaid, * What 
do I hear! alas! I am afraid that this 
«curſed Arragonian is no other than 
'* the miſtreſs of Calderona.— Truly 
he replied, it is the ſame; I thought. 
'* this piece of news would, have given 
you pleaſure. . Thou art very 4 — 
.* miſtaken,” anſwered I; I have more 
cauſe to be ſorry than rejoiced at it: 
doſt thou not ſee the conſequences ?? 
No, in faith, reſumed Scipio; what 


'© miſchief can "you are not 
'© ſure that Don 


odrigo will difcover 
þ what paſſes; and if you are afraid of 
© his getting information, you have 
nothing to do but prepoſſeſs the mi- 
6 gilter 
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| «miſter in your. favour, by telling him 


« catididly the whole affair.” He will fee 
your ſincerity ; and if, after this, Cal. 


_ "© derona ſhbuld attempt to do yon an 


© jt office with his excellency, he will 
© perceiyethat his ſole deſign is to in- 
* jure you out of a ſpirit of revenge.” 


Scipio by this diſcourſe baniſhed my 
fear; and, reſolving to follow his ad- 


vice, I informed the Duke of Lerma 
of the diſcovery I had made. I even 
affected to tell it with a melancholy 


air, in order to perſuade him of my 


being mortified for having innocently 
introduced Don Rodrigo's miſtreſs to 
the prince. But the miniſter, far from 
pitying his favourite, laughed at the 
adventure, and bid me goon in my old 
way; ſaying, that after all, it was glo- 
rious for Calderona to love the ſame 


lady who had captivated the Prince of 


Spain, and to be as well received by 
her as his highneſs. I imparted it alſo 
to the Count de Lemos, who aſſured me 


of his protection, in caſe the firſt ſecre- 


tary ſhould diſcover the intrigue, and 
attempt to ruin me with his grace. 
| Imagining that, by this precaution, 
I had delivered the bark of my for- 


tune from the dangerous ſhelves that 


environed it, my fear vaniſhed. I ſtill 
accompanied the prince to the houſe of 
Catalina, (alias, the fair Sirena) who 
was artful enough to invent ſtratagems 
to keep Don Rodrigo from her em- 
braces, and to defraud him of thoſe 
nights which ſhe was obliged to beſtow 
on his illuſtrious rival, 


CAA PX. 


Ci Blas continues to at? the man of conſe- | 


quences Hears news of his family, which 
make but ſmall impreſſton upon him, and 
I Have already obſerved, that in the 
morning my anti-chamber was 


| uſually crouded with. people who came 
to make propoſals ; bu 


| but I would not 
receive them viva voce; and, accordin 

to the cuſtom at court, or rather with 
a view of. exhibiting my own im- 


partance, I ſaid to each ſolicitor, * Give 


in a memorial. I was ſo much uſed 


ta this, that one day I anſwered in theſe 


words. to my landlord, who came to put 
me in mind of a year's rent being due. 
2 for my butcher and baker, they 

ved me the trouble of aſking their 
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SANTILLANE! 


the original, behaved in the ſame man- 
ner to thoſe who applied for his)intereſt 
with me. I was guilty of another ridi- 
culous piece of vanity, which, I don't 
intend to excuſe. I was fooliſh enough 
to talk of the grandees'as if I had been 
a man in their ſphere. If (for cenmplel 
FT had occaſion to mention the Duke of 
Alva, or the Duke of Meditia Sidonia, 
F called them, without ceremony, Alva, 
and Medina Sidonia. In a word, I be- 
came ſo vain and haughty, that 1 was 


enquire whether you were happy or 
miſerable in the Aſturias! 1 did not 


— 


the river Lethe, in making us forget ou 
parents and friends, when they are un- 
der misfortunes. . a 
I no longer, therefore, remembered 
my family ; when one morning a young 

man came to my houfe, and deſirin 
to ſpeak with me in private, I cares 
him into my cloſet, where, without of- 
fering him a chair, becauſe he ſeemed 
to be a plebeian, 1 aſked what he 
wanted with me. How! Signior Gil 
Blas!“ ſaid he, don't you remember 
me:“ In vain did I conſider him at- 
tentively: I was obliged to anſwer, that 
his features were entirely unknown. 
1 am, he replied, one of your old 
« ſchool-fellows, a native of Oviedo, 
and ſon of Bertrand Muſcada the 
* grocer, your uncle the canon's neigh- 
© bour, I remember you very well; 
we have played together a thoufand 
© times at Ciega Gallina.”* 57, 
© I have,” ſaid I, but a confuſed 
* jdea of the amuſements of my infancy: 


© engaged fince that time, lias effaced 
them trom my memory. I am come, 
he reſumed, to Madrid, to ſettle ac- 


© and I heard it ſaid, that you was on a 
© good footing at court, and already as 
rich as a Jew.. I cangratulate you on 
© your. good fortune; and will, 


* your family with joy, by telling them 
© ſuch an agreeable piece of news.. 
I could not, in common decency, for- 
bear aſking in what ſituation he had left 


piece of duty I performed fo coldly, 


memorials, which were always punctu- 
5 y . 1 81 l 5 2 . * 8 
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| admire the force of bl 
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| who irhitated” me ſo cloſely, chat the 
copy might be ſaid to come very near 


no longer my father's ſon. Alas poor 
duenna and ufher, I did not ſo much as 


even think of you! The court is like 


' © the bulineſs in which I have been 
counts with my father'scorreſpondeant; _ 


at ] 
return into the country, overwhelm _ 


my father, mother, and uncle; but this 


that the grocer had 6. ther; reaſon to 
od. He ſeemed 
(hes 5 > * 
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: © ſhocked 
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* cefſantly agitated. with project after 
project to enrich thyfelf; and the 

* more wealth thou haſt got, the more 

* wouldſt thou amaſs. Beſides, let me 
© tell thee, thou no longer treateſt me 
with that effuſion of the heart, and 


ought to have been ſo dear to me; and 
being a plain vulgar young fellow, ſaid 
bluntly, *© I thought you had more ten- 
* dernefs and ſenſibility for your rela- 
4 tions. How coldly do you enquire 

© into their circumſtances! know, that 


your father and mother are ſtill at ſer - 
vice; andthe good canon Gil Perez, 


« draws near his end. People ought to 
© have ſome natural affection; and ſince 
© you are in a condition to affiſt your 
* parents, I adviſe you as a friend, to 
6 fend two hundred piſtoles yearly for 


* will make their life eaſy and happy, 
« withour any inconvenience to your- 
© ſelf.” Inſtead of being moved by the 
picture which he drew of my tamily, I 
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took in adviſing me, without being de- 
ſired ſo to do. With a little more ad- 
dreſs perhaps he might have perſuaded 
me; but his freedom had a contrary ef- 
fect. He perceived my diſpleaſure by 
my ſilence; and continuing his exhor- 
tation with more malice than charity, 
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Oh, this is too much!” cried I in a paſ- 
ſion; Go, Mr. Muſcada, and meddle 
with your own concerns: it becomes 


« know my duty, on this occafion, bet- 
© ter than you can teach me.“ So ſay- 
ing, I puſhed the grocer out of my clo- 
ſet, and fent him back to ſell pepper 
and cloves at Oviedu. What he ſaid, 
| however, did not fail of having ſome 
effect: I reproached myſelt with hav- 
ing been an unnatural ſon, and was melt- 
ed accordingly. I recalled the care they 
had taken of my infancy and education 
I conſidered the duty I owed to my pa- 
rents; and my reflections were attend- 
ed with ſome tranſports of acknowledg- 
+ ment, which, however, came to no: 


titude, and ſucceeded by profound obli- 
vion. There are many parents who 
have children of the ſame ſtamp. 

The avarice and ambition with which 
I was poſlefſed, entirely changed my diſ- 
poſition. I loſt all my gaiety, became 
abfent and thoughtful; in a word, a 
” miſerable animal. Fahricio, ſeeing me 
. altogether bent on ſacrificing to For- 

rune, and very much detached from 
him, came but ſeldom. to my houſe, 
where one day he could not help ſay- 
Ing, Truly. Gil Blas, thou art grow- 
© ing out of my knowledge: be fore thy 
© coming to court, thou walt always eaſy 

3 BE} 


£ burdened with old age and infirmities, 


was diſguſted with the liberty which he 


made me loſe my patience entirely. 


© you well indeed to preſcribe to me! I. 


thing: they were ſoon ſtifled by ingra- 


© their ſupport; by which means you | 


| 


freedom of behaviour, which are the 
© ſoul of friendſhip; on the contrary, 


d eſt from me thy fecret views; nay, I 
* can perceive conſtraint in all thy civi- 
| © lities towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas 
is not the ſame Gil Blas whom I for- 
« merly knew.“ 3 


of indifference; I can't perceive any 
change in myſelf.'—* Thy own eyes 


* bewitched : believe me, thy metamor- 
* phaſis is but too true. Speak fincere- 
ly, my friend: Do thou and I live 
© together as formerly? When I uſed 
o knock at thy door in the morning, 
thou cameſt in perſon to open it, very 
often half aſleep; and I entered thy 
* chamber without ceremony. Now, 
© behold the difference: thou art at- 
© tended by half a ſcore of lacqueys; I 
am obliged to wait in thy anti-cham- 
© ber, and ſend in my name before I 
can ſpeak with thee : then, how am TI 
« received ! with a forced politeneſs, and 
air of importance; ſo that my vilits 
© ſeem tedious and tireſome. Doſt thou 
think ſuch a reception can be agreea- 


the footing of a comrade > No, San» 
* tillane, no; I can't put up with it. 
© Farewel ! Let us part friends, and get 


© cenſures thy behaviour, and I of a rich 
« upſtart who has forgot himſelf.?⁊ 

I found myſelf more irritated than 
reclaimed by his reproaches, and let 
him go without making the leaſt effort 
to detain him. In my opinion, at tha 
time, the friendſhip of a poet was n 
of ſuch value as that I ſhould be afflited 
at the loſs of it : I found abundance of 
conſolation in the acquaintance of ſome 
{mall officers of the king, to whom of 
late I was ſtrictly connected by a ſimi- 
litude of diſpoſition. The greateſt part 
of theſe new companions were people 
who: ſprung I knew not whence, and 
arrived at their poſts merely by the 
happy influence of their ſtars. © They 
had already made their fortunes; and 
rit the wealth which had been heaped 
upon them by the bounty of the king, 


4 


| forgot themſelves as well as I did. We 


looked 


thou wrappeſt thyſelf up, and conceal- | 


© You joke, ſure!? ſaid I, with an air 


c are no judges, anſwered he; they are 


© ble to one who has lived with thee on 


© rid of one another: thou of one who 


the wretches aſcribing to their own me- 
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looked npor ourſelves as very reſpe&t- 
able perſonages. O Fortune! how are 
thy favours* uſually diſpenſed !' The 
Stoick Epictetus was certainly in the 
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Scipio aden ſes Gil Blas to Propaſes 
„ of @ rich and noted gold- 
Smith for tus wife 5 the ſtens which were 
talen in conſequence of lis advice. 

98 evening, after the company 
which had ſupped with me was 

gone, ſeeing _ alone with Scipio, 1 

aſked what he had done that day?” A 

maſtèr· piece ! he replied: *Tintend to 

have yott married to the only daughter 
of a goldſmith of my e e "Hg 

„The daughter of a goldſmitht!“ cried 

I, With an air of diſdain; * haſt thou 

© oſt thy ſenfes* how canſt tlibu pro- 

© pofe à wife from the city? One who 

« has certainly merit, and is on a ſure 

* footing at cburt, ought” to entertain 

© more elevated views, " methinks. 

« How, Sir?” replied Scipis ; ſure. you 

© ars not in earneſt : conſider that the 

male glohe ennobles; aud be not more 
delicate than à thouſand noblemen, 
© whoſe names I could mention. Do 
you know that the heireſs im queſtiom 
© is worth an hundred thouſand ducats? 

Is not this a ſine morſel of plate?“ 

When” heard him talk of ſuch a round 

ſam; I became more tractable. 1 

yield,“ ſaid 1 to my ſeeretary; the 

© dowyy determines me: when ſhall 1 
© touch it P—"Softly, Sir,” he replied; 
© little patience: I muſt firſt com- 
© municate the propoſal to her father, 

© and obtain his conſent,” — © Good PP 

ſaid I, laughing heartily * are you {till 
© thereabouts? I find the marriage is far 
advanced. Farther than yon ima- 
© oine,* anſwered he; I want only an 
© hour's converſation with the gold. 
£ ſmith, and will anſwer for his con- 
© ſent., But before we proceed, let us 
£ come to a compolition, if you pleaſe. 

Suppofe I procure for you thoſe hun- 

© dred thouſand ducats, how many will 


- 


„ fall to my ſhare? — © 5 | 


© ſand,? I replied. * Heaven he praiſed 

faid he; I limit the acknowledgment” 

to ten thouſand : for once, you are 
more gengrous'than I, To- morrow 7 


dei . 


| right, when he compared thee” to a 
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lady of faſhion who proſtitutes 


herſelf to the embraces of footmen., 
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will ſet this negociation on foot; and 
vou may depend upon it's ſucceſs ; 
otherwiſe I am but an aſs." In effect, 
two days after, he laid, I have ſpoke 
to Signior Gabriel Salero the gold- 
©\mith, and have extolled your credit 
8 and'ybur merit fo much, that he liſten. 
ed to the propoſal I made of accept. 
*ing you for a ſon. in. law; and you 
„ ſhall have his daughter, with an hun- 
dred thoufand ducats, provided you 
can make it plainly appear that 'yor 
ate in favour with the miniſter,*— . 
If that be the caſe,” anſwered I to 
Scipio; 1 ſhall be married vo! ſoons 
but, a-propos, haſt thou ſeen the girl 
js ſhe handſome ?*—# Not fo handſome 


10 
© as the dowry,“ ſaid he; * between you 
and me, this rich heireſs is not a very 
© beautiful] creature; but, luckily, tha 
| © you don't mind.“ — * No, faith, m 
child,“ faid 1; we'courtiers only mar. 
2 ry for the ſake of marrying, and look 
«© for beauty no where but in the wive 
«of our friends: If it happens to centy 
in our own, we take ſo little acc of | 
it, that it is but juſt in them to puniſh 
us for our neglect.“ F*** 
This is not all,” reſumed Scipio; 
Signior Gabriel invites you to ſüippet 
© to-night ; and we have agreed, that | 
you ſhall not talk of marriage. There 
© will be feveral merchants of his ac- 
« quaintance' preſeat at the entertain. - 
ment, where you ſhall appear only as 
© a ſimple gueſt; and to-morrow he will 
{up with you in the ſame manner. By 
© this you may ſee that he wants to eb 4 
© your temper, before he proceeds; ſo 
that you muſt be upon your guard be- 
fore him.“ Zooks?* faid 1, with an 
air of confidence; let him examine me 
as narrowly as he pleaſes ; I will loſe 
nothing by his ſcrutiny.* IE 
All this was punctually executed: I 
eee to the houſe of the goldſmith,. 
who received me as familianly as if we 
had already viſited one another ſeveral - 
times. He was an honeſt citizen, polite. 


haſta porfiar *, as the ſaying is. He in- 
| troduiced me to Signiora Eugenia his 


wife, 
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wife, and young Gabriela his daughter, 
o whom I paid abundance of compli- 


nts, without infringing the treaty. 
I faid a great many nothixgs, in ver 
ſpecious words, according fo the cuſ- 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES Or 


c ly. We have all our different foibles, 


1 © as you know; tell me that of * f 
FY 


© Santillane: is he a gameſter ? is he. a 
© rake? What is his vicious inclination? 
Pray, don't conceal it. You affront 


tom of courtiers. . me, Signior Gabriel, by aſking ſuch a 


Gabriela (no diſparagemett to my ſe- 
cretary) appeared not at all diſagree- 


able; whether on account of her being 


richly dreſſed, or that I looked upon her 
trough the dowry, I know. not. What 
a fine houſe did Signior Gabriel poſſeſs | 
I believe there was more: ſilver in it than 
in all the mines of Peru ; that metal 
preſented itſelf to the view in all cor- 
ners, under a thouſand different ſhapes, 
Every room, and that in particular 
where we ſupped, was a perfect trea- 
. What a noble ſpectacle was this 
or the eyes of a ſon-in-law! The old 


man, that he might do the greater ho- 


our to his entertainment, had aſſem- 
led five or fix merchants, perſons e- 
gually grave and tedious: they. ſpoke 
of nothing but commerce; and their 
iſeourſe might have been called a con- 
es of factors, rather than the con- 
ver ſation of friends at ſupper. 
Next night I treated my goldſmith 


In my turn; and as it was not in my 


power to dazzle him with plate, had re- 
courſe to an illuſion of a differe>t kind. 
1 invited to ſupper thoſe of my friends 
who made the beſt figure at court, 


and whom I knew to be ambitious fel, 


Jows, who. ſet no bounds to their de- 
Gres. Theſe people talked of nothing 
but pomp, of ſplendid and lucrative 

ofts to which they aſpired; and this 
Dad it's eſtect : the citizen Gabriel, con- 
founded by their grand ideas, found 


himſelf in ſpite of his wealth, a mean 
mortal, in compariſon of theſe r 


men. As for my own, part, affecting 
the man of moderation, I ſaid I would 


be contented with a middling fortune ; 


twenty thouſand ducats a year, or ſo. 


Upon which, theſe greedy hunters of 
honour and riches cried, I was in the 
wrong: and that a man who (like me) 
was beloyed by the prime- miniſter, 


ought. not to reſtrict himſelf to ſuch a 


trifle. The father-in-law loſt not a ſyl- 
lable of what was faid, and I thought 


he retired. 
Scipio did not fail to viſit. him next 


morning. and aſk if he was pleaſed with: 


my behaviour: I am charmed with 
* . the. citigen; (the young: 


man has wen my heart. But, Signior 


* Scipio,” added he, 1 conjure you, by 
© our old acquaintance, to /peak incere- 


pins F 


das in yours. 


gqueſtion,“ replied the mediator: 1 
© am not ſo much in my maſter's intereſts 
If he had any bad qua- 
© lity, capable of making your daugh- 
© ter n do: you think I would 
© have propoſed him to you for a ſon- 

© in-law? No, faith! I am too much 
your humble ſervant. But, between 
you and me, I know no other fault 
in him, but that of having no fault. 
He is too modeſt for a young man, 
So much the better, cried the gold 
ſmith; I am glad of it. Go, friend, 
© aſſure... him that he ſhall have my 

© daughter, whom I would. beſtow; up- 
don him, even if he was not beloved 


* 


by the miniſter.“ 


My ſecretary had no ſooner informed 
me of this converſation, than I haſtened 
to Salero's houſe, to thank him far; his 
condeſcenſion. He had already declared 
his pleaſure; to his wife and daughter, 
who gave me to underſtand, by their 
behaviour towards me, that they ſub- 
mitted to his will without reimctance. 
I carried amy fatherein- lau, and pre- 
ſented him to the Duke of Lerma, 10 
whom 1 had imparted the; affair the 
preceding eveniag. His excellency re- 
ceived him very courteguſly, and aſ- 
ſured him, that he was very glad he 
had choſen, for his ſon- in- law, a man 
for whom he had ſo. much regard, and 
whom he intended to advance. He then 
enlarged upon my good qualities; and, 
in ſhort,, ſpoke ſo well of me, that ho- 
neſt Gabriel thought he had met in 
my wor{lip ;one. af the beſt matches in 
Spain. He was ſo overjoyed, that the 
tear ſtood in his eye: he claſped me in 
his arms at parting, and ſaid, My ſon, 
J am ſo impatient to ſee you Gabriela's 


© huſband, that you ſhall be married in 
© eight days at fartheſ ttt. 
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Gil Blas, by accident, remembers Don 41. 
Lobſerved him very well ſatisfied when | Pf27ſo de Leyoa, and does bim 4 piece, 


of ſeroice out of vanity. © 


1 order of my hiſtory requires, ä 


that I ſhould leave my marriage for 
a moment, to recount the ſervice which 
I. did to Don Aiphonſo, my old maſten, 
whom. I. had entirely forgotten till now 
that I remembered him on this occaſion. 


Tx government of the city of Valencia 
| became 


+ 


became vacant; and when I head this 
piece of news, I thought: of Don Al- 
phonſo de Leyva. 1 reflected, that this 
employment would fuit him admirably 

| well; and not ſo much through friend- 
ſhip as oftentation, reſolved to aſk it for 
him; repreſenting to myſelf, that if I 
ſhould obtain the place, it would do 
me infinite honour. Addreſſing mvyſelt, 
there fore, to the Duke of Lerma, I 
told him that I had been ſteward to 
Don Cæſar de Leyva and his ſon; and 
that having all the reaſon in the world 

to love them, I took the liberty to beg 
the government of Valencia for either 
the one or the other. The minifler an- 
ſwered, With all my heart, Gil Blas; 

„ love to ſee thee grateful and gene- 
rous. Beſides, I eſteem the family 

| © thou ſpeakeſt of; the Leyva's have 
: © been always good fervants to the king, 
and well deferve'that place: Thou 


© ſure : T give it thee for à nuptial 


« preſent.?” | 1 CHEST 
_ **Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, I went, 
without Jofs of time, and defired Cal- 

derona.toi make out letters-patent for 

Don Alphonſs. There I found a great 
number of people attending, in reipect- 

ful ſilence, until Rodrigo ſhould give 
them audience; and bene through 

the crowd, 1 preſented myſelf at the 
door of his cloſet, which was immedi- 
ately opened, and diſplayed a multitude 
of Knights, commanders, and other 
people of conſequence, whom Caldero- 
na heard in their turns. His different 
behaviour to different people was very 


* * 
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flight inclination of his head only; others 
he honoured with a bod, and conducted 
them to his cloſet-door. He put (to 
uſe the expreſſion) different ſhades of 
conſideration in the civilities he ſhewed. 
On one hand, I perceived ſome cava- 
liers, who, ſhocked at the little regard 
he paid to them, curſed in their hearts 
the neceſſity that compelled them to 
cringe to ſuch a fellow. On the con- 
trary, L. obſerved others, who laughed 
within themſelves at his Tidiculous and 
ſelf-ſufficient  deportment. Though ! 
made all theſe fine obſervations, I was 
not capable of profiting by them; for I 
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p behaved at home juſt in the ſame man- 
5 ner, and little minded whether my 
j naughty carriage was blamed or ap- 
— proved, provided it commanded reſpect.” 
N Don Rodrigo having, by chance, caſt 
. his eyes upon me, Haſtily quitted a gen- 
| 1 * Zuniga, one of the moſt 
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mayeſt diſpoſe of it at thy on plea- | 


remarkable: he received ſome with a 


tleman to whom he was ſpeaking; and 
coming up, embraced me with demon- 
ſtrations of friendſhip that furprized me 
not a little. Ah, my dear colleague 
criedſ he; what affair procures me the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you here? Is there 
any t thing in which I can ſerve you?“ 
I told him the cauſe of my viſit; ant 

he aſſured me in the "moſt obliging 
terms, that what I wanted ſhould be 
done by the ſame hour next day, He 
did not limit his politeneſs to this, but 
conducted me as far as the door: of His 
anti- chamber, where he never uſed to 
go except with grandees, and there em- 
braced me aneẽww Rem HTS 

What is the meaning of all "this ei 
| © vility'?? ſaid I to myſelt, going out; 
what can it forebode? Sure Calde⸗ 
| ©rona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he 
is deſirous of gaining my friendſhip ; 
or, feeling his favounon the decline, 
© cultivates me with a view of engaging 
my interceſſion with our patron in h. 

behalf.“ I did not know-which of cheſe 
conjectures I ſhould adopt. Next day, 
| when I returned, he treated me in the 
ſame manner, loading me with civility 
and careſſes. True, indeed, he bated a 
great deal of that. politeneſs in his re- 
ception of other people who came to 
: ſpeak with him. He was blunt with 
; ſome, cold with others, and diſobliging 
to every body: brit all of them were 
- ſufficiently revenged by an adventurt 

which happened, and which I ought not 
to paſs over in ſilence. This will be 
an advice to the reader, for thoſe clerks. : 


* 


and ſecretaries who ſhall read it. . 
A man in a very plain dreſs, and who 
did not at all appear what he was, ap- 
proached Calderona, and ſpoke to him 
of a certain memorial, which he ſaid he 
had preſented to the Duke of Lerma; 

Don Rodrigo, who did not even lobk 
at the cavalier, ſaid to him, in a fufly 
tone, What is your name, friend? 
I was called Francillo in my infancy,? 
replied the cavalier, very coolly; © fince 
that time I have had the appellation 
of Don Franciſco de Zuniga “; and, 
at preſent, my name is the Count de 
Pedroſo.“ Calderona, aſtoniſhed at 
theſe. words, and finding that he had to 
do with a man of the firſt quality, endea- 
voured to excuſe himſelf. * Signior,” 
ſaid he to the count, I beg pardon, if 
not knowing you I want none ot 
thy excuſes,” ſaid Francillo, with dif- 
dain; * T defpiſe thy apologies as much 
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as thy inciviiity. Know, chat a mi- 
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© niſter's fecretary ought to receive all | 
«ſorts of people with good manners. 
Thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, be vain 
© enough to look upon thyſelf as thy 
© maſter's deputy ; but don't forget that 
thou art only his valet,” 

Though the haughty Don Rodrigo 
was very much mortified at this inci- 
dent, he did not become a whit more 
affable. As for my part, I marked 
this ſtroke, and reſolved to take care 
how I behaved to people in giving au- 
dience, and never to be inſolent but 
with mutes. As Don Alphonſo's pa- 
tent was expedited, I carried it away, 
and ſent it by an expreſs to that young 
nobleman, with a letter from the Duke 
of Lerma, in which his excellency in- 
formed him, . that the king had named 
him to the government of Valencia“. 
1 took no notice of the ſhare I had 
in this nominatjon; I would not even 
write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope 
of telling him by word of mouth, and 
of ſurprizing him agreeably, 'when he 
ſhould come to court, io take the oaths 
for his employment. Ne 
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The preparations for the marriage of Git 

Blas, and the great event that rendered 

E T us return to my fair Gabriela, 

whom I was to marry in eight days. 
Both parties prepared for the ceremony ; 
Salero took off rich cloaths for the bride; 
and I hired a chambermaid, a page, and 
an old fquire for her attendants. All 
this was ordered by Scipio, who waited 
more impatiently than I for the day on 
which the dowry was to be paid. 

On the evening preceding that day fo 
much deſired, 1 ſupped at the houſe of 
my father-in-law, with uncles, aunts, 
male and female couſins, and played 
the part of an hypocritical fon-in-law to 
great perfection. I ſhewed great reſpect 

to the goldſmith and his wife, acted the 

aſſionate lover to Gabriela, and be- 
ved very courteouſly to the whole 
family, to whoſe flat diſcourſe and cit. 
like obſervations I patiently liſtened. 
Accordingly, at the price of my pati- 
ence, 1 the 0d fortune to pleaſe | 


— 
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all the relations. There was not one 
among them who did not ſeem glad of 
my alhance. ; e 
The repaſt being ended, the com- 
pany removed into à great hall, where 
we were regaled with a concert of vocal 
and inſtrumental muſick, which was 
not ill executed, although they has t 
not choſen the beſt hands in Madrid. 
Several gay airs, with which our ears 
were agreeably entertained, put us all 
in ſuch good-humour, that we began 
to form country-dances. God knows 
how we performed, ſince I was taken 
for a difciple of Terpſichore ; though I 
had no other principles of that art than 
two or three leſſons which I received 
from a coxcomb of a dancing- maſter, 
who came to teach the pages when . 
dived with the Marchioneſs of Chaves. 
After we had ſufficiently diverted our- 
ſelves, it being time for each to think 
of retiring, I was very prodigal of my 
hugs and bows. * Adieu, my ſon !' ſaid 
Salero embracing me; I will wait on 
you to- morrow morning with the 
| © dowry in good gold.“ — “ My dear. 
father!“ I replied, you ſhall he very 
welcome.“ Then wiſhing the family 
good night, I got into the coach that 
waited tor me at the gate, and drove 
homewards. 1 | 
I was fcarce two hundred paces from 
Signior Gabriel's houſe, when fifteen or 
twenty men, fome a horſeback, others 
 a-foot, armed with ſwords and car- 
bines, ſurrounded the coach, and ſtop- 
ped it, crying, In the king's name!“ 
They made me come out in a hurry, 
and threw me into a poſt-chaiſe, where 
the chief of theſe cavaliers mounting 
along with me, bid the driver proceed 
for Segovia. 1 ſoon gueſſed that my 
fellow- traveller was an honeſt alguazil, 
whom I queſtioned about the cauſe of 
my impriſonment. |; But he anſwered 
in the uſual tone of thoſe gentlemen, 
that is, ih a brutal manner, that he was - 
not obliged. to tell me any thing of the 
matter. I obſerved, that perhaps he 
might be miſtaken in his man. No, 
© no,” ſaid he, I know my buſineſs bet. 
© ter. You are Signior de Santillanez 
© and you I have orders to conduct to. 


* the place for which we are bound.” 


Valencia, the eapital' of the kingdom of the ſame name, on the river Turio. It is the 
ſee of an archbiſhop, and has an univerſity. Trade and manufactures flouriſh here ; the prin» 
* of the latter is that of filk, which the women and children ſpin before their houſes, 
ey export large quantities of wine, oil, and fruit; and the inhabitants have an eaſy and 


agreeable cunverlation, without any of that fl iffneſs obſervable in the reſt of 


the whole, the place is fo agreeable as to 
Valencia the beautiful. Vp 


Spain; and, on 


have obtained the name of Valencia ia hermoſa ; 


Having 


Having nothing to reply, I reſolved to 


Tie treatment of Gil Blas in the tower 7 


hold my tongue. We travelled all the 
reſt of the night, along Manganarez, 
in profound ſilence, changed horſes at 
Colmenar, and arrived in the evening 
at Segovia, where I was locked up in 
the tower. e 
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Segovia, and the manner in which he 
learned the cauſe of his impriſonment. 


HE began with edn me into 
1 a dungeon, where I was left upon 
ſtraw, like a malefactor worthy of death. 
Here I paſſed the night, not in geplor- 
ing my condition, for as yet I Had not 

received the whole of my misfortune, 

ut in taſkin my remembrance to find 
out- the cauſe of my impriſonment. I 
did not doubt that it was the work of 
Calderona ; nevertheleſs, though I ſuſ- 
pected that he had diſcovered the whole, 


I could not conceive how he had pre- 


vailed upon the Duke of Lerma to treat 
me ſo cruelly. Sometimes I imagined 
that I had been arreſted without the 
know of his excellency ; and ſome- 
times 1 t t that he himſelf. was the 
cauſe of my misfortune, for ſome poli- 
tical reaſons that often induce miniſters 


to uſe their favourites in this manner. 


I Was 1 agitated by theſe dif- 
ferent conject 

day, penetrating through a little grate, 
preſented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was. I then grieved 
without moderation, and my eyes be- 


came two ſources of tears, which the. 
remembrance of my proſperity render- | 


ed inexhauſtible. While I abandoned 
myſelf to my ſorrow, a turnkey came 


into my dungeon, with a loaf and a 
_ Pitcher of water, for the day's allow- 
ance. He looked at me, and obſery- 


ing that my face. was bathed in tears, 
gaoler as he was, felt an emotion of 


Pity. © Signior Priſoner,“ ſaid he, don't- 
_ © deſpair : you muſt not be ſo ſenſible 


of the viciſſitudes of life; you are 
young, and will ſee better days. Mean- 
« whfle, eat the king's allowance with 
© a good grace.“ N 

My comforter went out when he had 
pronounced . theſe words, to which I 
made no anſwer but by groans and la- 
mentations. I ſpent the whole day in 


__.._GIL BLAS OF SANTILL 1 


— — —́r nn 


ures, when the light of 


1 
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curling my fate, without thinking of 


doing honour to my proviſion, which, 


to me, in my preſent ſituation, feemed 


not ſo much a preſent of the king's - 


bounty, as the effect of his rage; ſince 
it ſerved rather e than aſſuage 
the pains of the unhappy. | 
Night, in the mean time, arrived, 
and immediately a great noiſe of keys 
attracted my attention. The door of my 


dungeon opened; and a moment after, 
a man entering with a candle in his 


hand, approached me, faying; * Signior 
« Gil Blas, behold one of your old 
« friends. ' I am that Don Andrea de 


© Tordefillas who lived with you at 


Grenada, and was gentleman to the 
© archbiſhop, while you was in fayour 


with that prelate. Vou deſired him, 


if you may remember, to employ his 
© credit in my behalf, and by his intereſt 
I was named for an employment in 
Mexico: but, inftead of embarking 


for the Indies, I ſtopped in the city of 


« Alicant, where T married the daughter 
« of him who commanded the caſtle, 
© and by a train of adventures which I 
© ſhall recount by and by, I am now 
© become keeper of the tower of Sego- 
© via. I have expreſs orders to kee 


” * 
„ % 


one word. I did not fail, however, to 
follow him, through a court, and up a a 
narrow ſtair, to a ſmall room, quite a- 
top of the tower. I was not a little ſur- 
prized, when I entered this chamber, to 
fee two lights burning in brazen can- 
dlefticks, and two handſome covers on a 


table. The victuals will be preſently 


© brought,” ſaid Tordeſillas; ànd we 
will ſup here together. I have deſ- 
© tined this retfeat for your lodging, 
© where you will live mach more com- 
© fortably than in your dungeon. You 


Segovia, a eity of old Caſtile in Spain, fituated on the River Trio, over which is a noble 


manufacture here is 


— 
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| aqueduct built by Trajan. The principal mint of Spain is fixed in this city; and the woollea 
the beſt in all Spain. It is encompaſſed with ſtrong walls, adorged with 
2 towers. Here is alſo a famous univgrüty and biſhoprick, It lies thirty-five miles north 
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© will ſee 5 your window the flowery 
5 banks of che Erema, and the delightful 
c valley which extends from the feet of 
/ the mountains that ſeparate the two 

2aftiles,, as far as Coca. I know that 


« fuch a fine proſpect ; but when the 
© violence of your grief ſhall be mel- 
> loved by time into a ſoft melancholy, 
© you will take pleaſure in making an, 
© excurſion with, your eyes over ſuch 
© agreeable objects. Beſides, you may 
© be aſſured of being well provided. in 
© linen, and other neceſſaries hefiting a 

« centleman_ of delicacy {and :,, taſte. 
c Moreover, you ſhall have a good bed, 
comfortable diet, and be faroihed 
With as many books as you chuſe to 
read. In a word, you ſhall be as well 
$ * treated as a priſoner can he.. 

Finding myſelf a little eaſed by ſach 
obliging offers, I took courage, gave my 
gaoler a thouſand thanks, t tel him that 
he recalled me to life by his generous 
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ever again have an opportunity ot ew- 
ing my gratitude. . * And why not have 
« ah e he replied. Do 

* you think you have loſt your liberty 
© for ever? Lou are miſtaken; and 1 
dare a 4 7 you, that you will be quit 
Ef for a few months impriſoament.'— 
What lay you, Signior Don Andrea!“ 
cried I ; * it ſeems then you know the 
«£ cauſe of my misfortune,'—*<I confels,” 
ſaid he, I am not ignorant of the af. 
« fair 
c hither, 3 the ſecret to me; and 
J ſhall now reveal it. 
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© formed of your having, in concert 
„with the Count de Lemos, carried the 


« ſpected lady, had, to puniſh you both, 

© exiled the count, and ſent you to the 
$i © tower of Segovia, to be treated with 
c rienced fince your | arrival. And 
how,“ ſaid I, did this affair come to 
c the knowledge of theking? it is that 
« circumſtance in particular of which I 
Want to be informed. And that 
© circumſtance,* he replied, 
could not learn from the alguazil, who 
in all likelihood is himſelf i Sacra of 
« the matter.” 

Here our converſation was interrupt- 


who brought up ſupper. THEY put 


behaviour, and that I wiſhed I might 


The alguazil, who brought you 


Prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſu- 


Cat firſt you will not be very ſenlible of 


© He told me that the king, being i in- | 


#4 


« all the rigour which you have expe- 


ed by the entrance of ſeveral valets, | 


; 


© is what I } 


; upon the table ſome: bread, two cups, 
two bottles, and three large diſhes, in 
one of which there Mas a ragout of a 
hare, with plenty of onions, oil, and 
ſaff ron; an; olla podrida“ in another; | 
and; che third contained a turkey powt 
on a marmalade of berengena . When 


| Cordeſillas ſaw that we had every thing 5 


we wanted, he ſent away his fervants,,. 
not caring that they ſhquld over hear our 
diſcourſe; and having locked the door, 
we lat down at table oppolite to one ano- - 
ther. Let us begin,“ ſind he, © with 
what is moſt needful. You muſt! have 
a good appetite, after, a faſt of two. 


days.“ So ſaying, he loaded my plate 
with victuals, imagining that he ſerved 
one haf ſtarved; and really he had rea- 


ſon to think 1, would ſtuff myſelf with 
his ragouts. Nevertheleſs, I balked 
his expectation; and how: much ſoe ver 
my condition required food, I could not 
ſwallow a morſel; ſo much did L take to 
heart. my preſent ſituation. To diſpet 
the cruel images which inceſſantly af- 
flicted me, my keeper. in vain exhorted 
me to drink, by extolling the excellen- 
cy of his wine. Had he given mè nec- 
tar, I ſhould have drank it without plea- 
ſure at that time. He perceived my 
chagrin, and changing his battery, be- 
gan to recount, in a pleaſant manner, 
the hiſtory of his own marriage. But 
heard his narration with ſuch-abſence of 
thought, that, when it was ended, I 
could not have repeated one word 'of 
what he ſaid. He concluded, that he 
undertook too much, in attempting to 
divert my ſorrow that evening; and 
when ſupper was over, got up, ' ſaying, 
* Signior de Santillane, I wilt leave you 
to your repoſe, or rather, to muſe at 
© leiſure upon your misfortune. But, I 
© repeat it again, it will not be of long 
« duration :. the King is naturall e good; 
when his wrath ſubſides, and he ſhall 
© reflect upon the deplorable ſituation 
in which he believes you to be, he 
will think you ſufficiently. puniſhed.” 
So ſaying, Mr. Keeper went down ſtairs, 
and ſent up his ſervants to uncover the 
table, They carried off every thing, 
even to the candles, and I went to bed 
by the melancholy light of, a bun that 
was fixed to the wall. 
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His refle@ions before he. went to 6 Klang: ont 
an account of the no Ye has waked him. 


Olla pedrida, a dim compoſed of an ſorts of fool . 
17 n a fruit growing like a \ cucumbers ang uſed 
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ing upon what Tordeſillas had told 
me. I am confined here then,“ ſaid 1 
to myſelf, © for having contributed to 
the pleaſures of the heir-apparent- 
« How:imprudgat was I, in doing ſer- 
« yices of that kind to ſo voung a prince; 
for his tender years alone make me 
« guilty | Had he been in a more ad- 
vanced age, the king would, perhaps, 
have laughed at that Which now in- 
« cenſes him ſo much. But who can 
© have given ſuch a piece of information 
to that monarch, without fearing the 
«© reſentment of the prince, or that of the 
Duke of Lerma, who. will, doubtleſs, 
revenge his nephew the Count de Le. 
mos? How then has the king diſcoyer- 
© edit? that I cannot comprehend.? 
Hither my doubts always returned. 
The idea, however, that afflicted me 
moſt, that drove me to deſpair, and 
from which my mind could not detach 


itſelf, was the pillage to which 1 con- 


chided my effects had been abandoned. 
My ſtrong box l' cried I; my dear 
© riches, what is become of you into 
5 whoſe hands are you fallen? Alas! I 
© have loſt you, even in leſs time than 
+ that in which you were amaſſed 1 
painted to myſelf the diſorder that muſt 


then reign in my houſe ; and, on that | 


ſubject, - made - refleEtions, every one 


more melancholy than another. The 


confuſion of ſo many different thoughts 
threw me into an oppreſſion that became 
favourable; and ſleep, which had avoid- 
ed me the preceding night, ſhed his in- 
fluence over my ſenſes. To this the 
goodneſs of the bed, the fatigue which 


I had undergone, as well as the vapours 
of the victuals and wine, contributed. 
I enjoyed a profound fleep; and, pro- 


bably, the day would have ſurpriz- 
ed mie in this condition, had I not 


been waked all of a ſudden by a noiſe 


retty extraordinary for a priſon. I 
eard the ſound of a guittar, accompa- 
nied with a man's voice. 1 liſtened 
with attention, and, hearing no more, 


believed it was a dream: but, in a mo- 
ment, my ear was ſtruck again with the 
ſound of the inſtrument, and the ſame 
voice, which ſung the following verſes. ! 


) de nil un ano Felice 
Patece un ſoplo ligers; 


Fl 
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Spent two hours at leaſt in reflect. 


„ 


| 


too well experienced the truth of theſe 


words,“ faid L: * methinks: the ſeaſon 
of my proſperity paſſed away very foonz 
and that 1 have been already a whole 


age in priſon.“ I relapſed into a ter- 


rible reverie, and began again to de- 
plore my fate, as if I had taken pleaſure 
in the taſk. My lamentations, how- 


ever, ended with the night; and the firit 
rays of the ſun, with which my ebam 


ber was enlightened, a little calmed my 
diſquiet. Igetup to air my room, by 


opening the window, and ſurveyed the 
country, of i which remembered. Mr. 
Keeper had given ſuch a fine deſcrip- 
tion. But I could find nothing to juſti- 


ty what he had ſaid; the Erema, which | 


I imagined: was at leaſt: equal to the 
Tagus, appeared to be no more than à 
rivulet, it's flowery banks were bedeck. 


ed with the nettle and thiſtle only, and 


the pretended delightful valley preſents 


: Pers in dicha un Inflante. 
, mm figlote tormemio ws. 


* Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleetipg-breeze ; but a moment of misfortune feems an 
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ed nothing to my view but lands for 


the moſt part barren and uncultivated. 


Probably, I was not yet arrived at that . 


ſweet. melancholy, which made thin 
appear otherwiſe than I beheld them at 
that time. 26s „ n | CL 


1 began to put on my cloaths, and i 
was already half dreſſed, when Torde-. 


fillas came in, followed by an old wo- 


man ſervant, who brought ſhirts and 


towels for my uſe. Vater Gil Blas,“ 
ſaid he, here is linen: 


added he; how did you paſs the night? 
were your ſorrows ſuſpended for a few 
moments by fleep ?—*< 1 ſhould have 
+ ſlept, perhaps, till now, anfwered 1, 
© had I not heen awakened by a voice 
accompanied by a:guittar.'—* The ca- 


« valier who has diſturbed your repoſe? 


ſaid he, is a ſtate-priſoner, whoſe 
chamber is contiguons to yours! He 


is a knight of the military order of. 
Calatrava, and has 'a very amiable 


character: his name is Don Gaſ. 
ton de Cogollos. You may, if you 
« pleaſe, viſit and eat with one another. 


+ You will find a mutual conſola- 
| © tion in each other's acquaintance, 


„which will be very agreeable to 


Laſſfured Don Andrea that 1 was e. 
tremely ſenſible of his kindneſs in per- 
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ont be frugal 
of it; for I ſhall take care to let you 
have as much as you can uſe. Well, 


My ſorrow was increaſed! by this FF 
couplet, which: ſeemed to have been 
made on purpoſe for me. I have but 
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mitting me to unite my grief with that 
of the cavalier; and as I expreſſed ſome 
impatience to be acquainted with that 
companion in misfortune, our obliging 
keeper procured me the pleaſure that 
very day; and carried me to dinner 


with Don Gaſton, who ſurprized me 
with his beauty and fine ſhape. You may 
zudge what he muſt be, to make ſuch a 


ſtrong iropreflion upon eyes accuſtomed 
to behold the moſt ſhining youths at 
court. Imagine to yourſelf a man made 
for love, one of thoſe heroes of romance, 
who, by ſhewing themſelves only, could 
rob . princeſſes of their reſt. Add to 
this, that Nature, which nſually deals 
out her gifts ſparingly, had endued Co- 

ollos with a good deal of underftand- 
ing and valour; ſo that he was a perfect 
cavalier. | | 


If I was. charmed by this knight, I 


had alſo the good fortune to be agree- 


able to him. He no more ſung in the 


Night, for fear of incommoding me, 
notwithſtanding my intreaties that he 


would not conſtrain himſelf on my ac- 


count. An intimacy is ſoon contracted 


between two perſons oppreſſed by miſ- 


fortune. A tender friendſhip was the 


immediate conſequence of our acquain- 
tance, and became ftronger and ſtronger 
every day. The liberty we enjoyed of 
converſing together when we pleaſed, 
was very uſeful to us both; ſince, by 
our diſcourſe, we aided one another, 
reciprocally, to bear our misfortunes 
with patience. 

One afternoan, entering his room, 


juſt as he was going to play on his guit-. 


tar, that I might hear him the more 
conveniently, 1 fate down on a ſtool, 
which was all the ſeat he had; and he 
placing himſelf on his bed's feer, played 
a very moving air, and ſung words to 
it, which expreſſed the deſpair to which 
the cruelty of'a lady reduced her lover, 
When he had done, I faid to him, with 
a ſmile, © Signior Knight, theſe are 
words which you never was obliged to 


__ © employ in your amours: you are too 


£ accompliſhed to find the womencruel.” 
— You have too good an opinion of 
me, he replied; I compoſed, in my 
c own behalf, the verſes which you have 
© heard, to ſoften a heart which I be- 


© Hieved harder than diamond, and move 
£ to compaliion a lady who treated me 
1 muſt enter- 


© with extreme rigour. 
© tain you with that ſtory, by which you 
* will alſo learn the cauſe of my misfor- 
© tune. 7 
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| CHAP AVE HY”, 
The hiſtory of Don G on de Co ollas, ant 
| 40 n Galifteo. 
; N OT much leſs than four years 
* ago, I ſet out from Madrid for 
© Coria, to viſit Donna Eleonora de 
< Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the richeſt 
© widows in Old Caſtile, whoſeſheir I am. 
© I was no ſooner arrived in her houfe, 
than love began to invade my repoſe. 
The windows of my apartment faced 
the lattices of a lady who lived oppo- 
© fite to my aunt's hauſe; and I could 
* eaſily perceive her, by the aftiftance of 
«the width of her grates, and the nar- 
* rowneſs of the. ſtreet. I did nor ne- 
« gletl the opportunity; and found my 
© neighbour ſo handſome, that I was 
© enchanted at once. I expreſſed my 
© paſſion ſo plainly, by my eyes, that ſhe 
© could not be miltaken. She perceived 
it accordingly;' but was not at all diſ- 
« poſed to pride herſelf in the diſco- 
very, and ſtill lefs to anſwer my co. 
« quetries, de | 
© I made enguiries about this dange. 
© rous perſon who captivated hearts ſo 
© ſuddenly ; and learned that her name 
c was Donna Helena; that ſhe was the 
* only daughter of Don George de Ga- 
5 liſteo, who poſſeſſed a rich manor a'few 
«© leagues from Coria; that many match. 
© es had been in her offer; but her fa- 
ther rejected them all, becauſe he was 
« reſolved to give her in marriage to his 
© nephew Don Auguſtine de Olighera, 
* who, in the mean time, had the privi- 
lege of ſeeing and converſing with his 
© couſin every day. I was not diſcou- 
© raged by this piece of information; on 
* the contrary, it inflamed my paſſion; 
* and the proud pleaſure of ſupplanting 
© a beloved rival excited me, perhaps, 
* even more than my love, to pur- 
ſue my point. I continued, then, 
to addreſs Helena with the moſt 
« paſſionate looks: I ſupplicated her 
© maid Felicia in the fame language, 
in order to implore her aſſiſtance. I 
« even talked on my fingers: but theſe 
'© gallantries were of no uſe. I made 


9 — 


as little impreſſion on the maid as on 


her miſtreſs; they ſeemed equally eruel 
© and inacceſſible. 2 
Since they refufed to anſwer the 
language of my eyes, I had recourſe 
© to other interpreters; and ſet people 
© to work, to diſcover what $05 
* tarices Felicia had in town. They got 
© notice that an old gentlewoman, called 


© that 


37 Theadora, was her beſt friend, and 


GIL LAs OR SANTIL LANE 
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c that they often viſited one another. 
Overjoyed at this 1 I went to 
« Theodora in perſon, and, 


« eſpouſed my cauſe, promiſed to pro- 
cure for me à private converſation 


| y preſents, 
| © engaged her in my intereſt. She 


« with her friend at her houſe, and 


kept her promiſe the very next day. 
« am no longer unhappy,” ſaid I to 


Felicia; „ fince my misfortunes have 


« excited your compaſſion. How much 
« am 1 indebted to your friend, for 


having prevailed upon you to grant 


dora can do any thing with me: ſhe 
« has engaged me in your behalf; and 
« if it be in my power to make you hap- 

, you ſhall ſoon enjoy your with ; 


«6 
. & bak with all my good will, I don't 


©.know that I can give you much aſſiſt- 
© ance : for, not to flatter you, yon 
„have never formed a more difficult 
« enterprize. You are in love with a 
« lady who is prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another cavalier; and what fort of a 
lady one fo full of pride and diflimu- 
« lation, that if, by dint of perſeve- 
trance and affiduity, you ſhould fuc- 
ee d fo far as to colt her ſome ſighs, 
« don't imagine that her pride will give 
« you the pleaſure of hearing them. 


« Ah! my dear Felicia!” cried I, in a 
« tranſport of grief; why do you de- 


« ſcribe the obſtacles which I have to 
« ſurmount! I am aſſaſſinated by your 
„information ! deceive me rather than 
« drive me to deſpair !“ So ſaying, I 
took one of her hands, and preſſing it 
© kn mine, put upon her finger a diamond 
© worth three hundred piſtoles, accom- 


0 pn by ſuch moving expreſſions as 
4 


ronght the tears into her eyes. 

© She was too much affected by, my 
« diſcourſe, and too well ſatisfied with 
© my behaviour, to leave me-altogether 
without conſolation. She began to 
© ſmooth the difficulties a little, ſaying, 
« Sjgnior, what 1 have repreſented 
% ought not to deprive you of hope. 
« Your rival, 'tis true, is net hated; he is 
<« at liberty to come and viſit his couſin, 


and talk to her whenever he pleaſes; 


„and this is a circumſtance favourable 
for you. Their being aceuſtomed to 
e fee one another every day, renders 
«their converſation a little languid: 
te they ſeem to part without pain, and 
© meet. again without pleaſure; one 


« would think they were already mar- 


cc ried. Ina word, I don't perceive that 
«© my miſtreſs has a violent paſſion for 
Don Auguſtine ; beſides, as to per- 
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«© ſonal qualifications, there is à diſſe- 
tween you and him that muſt 
turn to your account in the eyes of 
% ſuch a delicate young lady as Donna 
„ Helena. Be not diſcouraged, there- 
fore: continue your gallantry, winch” - 
will ſecond ; and 1 will nog flip one 

«© opportunity of making every thing 
you do to pleaſe her tend to your ad- 
vantage with my miſtreſs. In vain 
4 ſhall the attempt to diſguiſe her ſenti- 
„ments; 1 will ſoon diſcover them, in 
s ſpite of her diſſimulation. “? 7 
« me the ſatisfaction of an interview! 
* Signior,” anſwered ſne, Theo- 


After this converſation, Felicia and 
I parted, very well ſatisfied with one 
another. I prepared anew to ogle- 
Don George's daughter, whom I treat- 

* ed with a ſerenade, in which the verſes 

* you have heard were ſung by a fine 
© voice, which I had provided for the 
© purpoſe. After the concert, the maid, 
in order to ſound her miſtreſs, aſced 


| © how ſhe had been entertained. The 
voice,“ -faid Donna Helena, © gave. 
| © me pleaſure.” . And were not the 
* words which were Tung very mov- 
„ing ?*” replied the maid. * I paid nao 


<« attention to them,“ ſaid the lady; * 


<< liſtened to the tune only; I took na 


« notice of the verſes, neither do I de- 
« fire: to know who gave the ſere- 


% nade.”—4% If that be the caſe,” cried 
the waiting woman, poor Don Gaf- 


** ton de Cogollos is far out of his reck- 
*« oning, and not very wiſe in ſpending 


his time in looking at our lattices. “ 
Perhaps it may not be he,” ſaid the 


© miſtreſs, coldly, „but ſome other ca- 
„ alier, who has declared his paſſion 


© for me by this concert.“ Pardon 
% me, Madam,“ replied Felicia; it is 
no other than Don Gaſton ; by this - 
| © token, that he accoſted me this morn= 


| 


* ſhould think himſelf the happieſt 'of 
* mankind, if you would allow him to 


« ing, in the ſtreet, and begged me to 
„tell you, that he adores you, in ſpite. 
of the rigour with which you re- 


# : 


60 pay his love; and that, in ſhort, he 


c manifeſt his paſſion in the uſual courſe 


„of gallantry.” This-difcourſe;” added 


ſhe, ** ſufficiently proves that I am nor 


. «© miſtaken.” 


Don George's daughter 
© countenance all of a ſudden, and dart- 
ing a ſevere look at her maid; © You 
„might have diſpenſed,” ſaid the, 
©« with repeating that impertinent con- 
« yerſation. to me. Let me have no 
« ſuch reports for the future, if 91 
ty gms and if that raſh youth ſhall 
© have the preſumption to ſpeak to you 
© again, tell him to małe his add reſſes 


« to | 


nn 
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* to one who will regard his gallantry , fellow; but there was no occaſion to 
more than I do, and to chuſe a more | © ſpeak rudely to him. A young wo- 
© honourable paſtime than that of be- man ought always to be gentle in her 
«ing all day long at his windows, to“ behaviour.” — Madam, ſaid the 
* obſerve what 1 do in my apart- | © maid, a paſſionate lover is not to be 
ee ment I © banithed by words pronounced with a 
All this; was faithfully reported to | /** gentle air. Nay, this is ſeldom ac- 
me, in a ſecond interview with Fe-“ compliſhed even by indignation and 
© licia, who, pretending that I muſt “rage. Don Gaſtog, for example, 
z not take the words of her miſtreſs in “was not repulſed. After having 
© a literal ſenſe, would have perſuaded |. © loaded him with reproaches, (as 1 
© me that the affair went on {wim- “ ſaid) I went to the houſe of your re- 
© mingly; but I, who was ignorant off“ lation, whither you ſent me; and that 
fineſſe, and did not believe that the ' lady unfortunately detained me too 
© text could be explained in my favour,: long; I ſay, too long, becauſe, on 
A adiſtruſted the commentary ſhe made. | © my return, I found my man again, 
_ © She laughed at my diffidence, called“ who, I aſſure you, I did not expect 
© for. paper and ink, and ſaid, „Sig- | ** to ſee, I was ſo much diſturbed at 
« nior ien, write immediately to: | © fight of him, that my tongue, which 
« Donna Helena in the ſtyle of a de- | © never failed me before, could not 
« ſponding lover. Paint your: ſuffer- J“ furniſh,me with one ſyllable. In the 
« ings in the moſt paſſionate colours; I mean time, what does he? he ſhpt a 
< and, in particular, complain of her “ paper into my hand, which I-kept, 
«prohibiting. you to appear at your f © without knowing what I did, and then 
«windows. , Promiſe to obey her; but | © diſappeared in an inſtant. “ 
* at the ſame time aſſure her, that it | So ſaying, ſhe pulled my letter out 
will coſt you your lite. Put this into | © of her boſon, and gave it by way of 
& ſuch-expreſſions as you gentlemen joke to her miſtreſs; who taking it as 
'« are ſo well ſkilled in, and leave the for diverſion, read it over, and then 
& reſt to me. I hope the event will do affecting reſerve, Truly, Felicia, 
« more honour to my penetration than J © ſaid ſhe, with a ſerious air, you. are 
ac you imagine“ © a fool and a mad creature to receive 
Had 1 neglected this, I ſhould have * this billet. What will Don; Gaſton 
© been the firit lover who did not take | © think of it? and what muſt I believe? 
« the advantage of ſuch an opportunity | Vour conduct gives me cauſe to diſ- 
© to write to his miſtreſs. I compoſed e truſt your fidelity, and may make him 
© a moſt pathetick letter; and, before I | ſuſpect that I am pleaſed: with his 
© ſealed it, ſhewed it to Felicia, who | «* paſſion. Alas! perhaps he imagines, 
© having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, | * at this inſtant, that I peruſe with 
That if women have the art of capti- | ** pleaſure the characters which he has 
* vating the men, theſe laſt, in return, wrote. You ſee to what ſhame you 
© know very well how to cajole the wo- have expoſed my pride.” O, not 
men. The waiting-maid took | my | at all, Madam!“ replied the maid ; 
© letter, then laying ſtrong injunctions 4 he can entertain no ſuch} thoughts; 
on me to keep my windows ſhut for f“ and ſuppoſe he did, he ſhall not pre- 
* a few days, returned to the houſe of | © ſerve them long. I will tell him, 
© Don George. | „when next I ſee him, that I have 
„ Madam,“ ſaid ſhe to Donna He- “ ſbewn his letter to you; that you 
lena, when ſhe went home, „I met | © looked at it with indifference ; and, in 
« Don Gaſton, who did not fail to | «4 ſhort, without reading it, tore it with 
% make up to me, and endeavoured to | * the moſt mortifying contempt.”— 
'«« ſoothe me with flattering expreſſions. | ö You may ſafely ſwear that I have not 
He aſked, with a faultering voice, I“ read it,“ ſaid Donna Helena. I 
, like a criminal who expects his ſen- “ ſhould be at a lofs, if obliged, to re- 
« tence, if I had delivered his meſſage | < peat. two ſingle words of it.” Don 
« to you. Then I, faithful and ready | George's daughter was not contented 
a to execute your orders, cut him ſhort I with talking in this manner; ſhe tore 
« with a vengeance; inveighed againſt | « my billet, and forbid her woman to 
« him, loaded him with reproaches, | © talk to me. for the future... _. 
tand left him in the ſtreet confounded | As 1 promiſed to play the gallant 
„ at my petulance.”—* I am overjoy- no more at my windows, ſinee the 
at ed,” xeplied Donna Helena, that you I. ſight of me gave offence, I kept them 
« have rid me of that importunate young | ©* ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obe- 
POE Mo HOES Tapes 
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diene more affecting but to ſupply 


$s thoſe, looks of which I was abridged, 


1 prepared new ſerenades for my cruel 


© Helen. One night I repaired under 
© her balcony with muſicians; and the 
« guittars were already ſtruck up, when 


_ ©a cavaher came ſword in hand, and 


# diſturbed the concert, laying about 
him at a furious rate among the per- 
« formers, who immediately betook 
's themſelves to flight. 


© mine: I advanced to puniſh him, and 
an obſtinate combat began. Donna 
© Helena and her attendant. hearing the 
© noiſe of ſwords, looked through the 


© lattice, and ſeeing two men engaged, 


« waked Don George and his valets 
« with their cries; theſe, as well as 
© ſeveral people in the. neighbourhood, 


came running to part the combatants ; ' 
© but they arrived too late, and found 
* © nobody on the. field of battle, but a 


« cavalier almoſt without life, weltering 
© in his own blood; and I was ſoon 
s known to be that unfortunate perſon. 
© I was carried to the houſe of my aunt, 


el BLAS OF SANDILLANE. = ag 


The rage which 
animated that bold intruder awaked 


— — — 


„er eee 


© man whom, perhaps, he ſhould never 


| © ſee again. The good old gentleman - 


©was afraid that his daughter would 


not beſtow herſelf on me without re- 


© luctance, becauſe her couſin Olighera 
had enjoyed the liberty of viſiting her 


5 when he would, and of acquiring her 


« affeCtion at leiſure ; but ſhe ſeemed ſo 
well diſpoſed to oBey her father in 
this affair, that we may conclude it is 
{an advantage amon 
be a new comer, in Spain, as well as 


* elſewhere. | 175 
As ſoon as I could have a private 


© converſation with Felicia, I under 
ſtood how much afflicted her miſtreſs 
© had been at the bad ſucceſs of my 
* duel; ſo that having no longer any 
© reaſon to doubt that I was the Paris 


of this Helen, I bleſſed my wound, 


* ſince it turned out ſo propitious to my 
© love; and obtained of Signior Don 
George the germiſſion of ſpeaking to 


© his daughter in preſence of her maid. 
„What a delightful. converſation- this 
was! I intreated, I preſſed the lady in 


ſuch a manner, to tell me if her ſa- 


"FM ©whither the moſt expert ſurgeons in | * ther, in vielding her to my tenderneſs, 
* c town were called to my aſliſtance. ] had done any violence to her inelina- 
ro © Every body pitied my fate, and Donna | © tion, that ſhe owned I was not be- 


0 « covered the bottom of her ſoul. Her | this charming: confeſſion, my whole x 
762 « diſſimulation gave way to her ſenti- * ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and contrive . 
iſe ment, and ſhe was no longer that diſ- } © entertaiaments, untit the day of-our 
im « dainful creature who piqued herſelf | * nuprials, which were to be celebrated 
ils upon appearing inſenſible to my paſ- | © by: a magnificent cavalcade, in which 
es, « ſion, She was now a tender lover, all the nobility of Coria and the neigh- _ 
ith that abandoned herſelf to ſorrow with- | *\|bourhood intended to appear, 
Nas out reſerve. She ſpent the reſt of the | I gave à grand entertainment to 
on © night'in mourning with her maid, and | Don George and his daughter, with 
got in curſing her contin Don Auguſtine ] all their relations and friends, at a 
5 Þ de Olighera, who they concluded: muſt | * ſuperb country-houſe which my.aunt 
5; © have been the author of their tears ; | had without the town, on the ſide of 
0 5 as in effect it was he WhO had ſo dif- Manroi. Here a concert of vocal and 
m, _ * agreeably interrupted the ſerenade. | inſtrumental muſiek was prepared by 
th Being as great a difſembler as his | * m order, together with a company 
« coulin, he had perceived my intentions, | of ſtrollers to repreſent a comedy. In 


Helena in particular, who then diſ- 


without ſeeming to take any notice of 


© holden to her obedience alone. After 


© the middle of the feaſt, one came and 


the ladies, to 


3 


. * 
3 


th 0 them; and imagining that ſhe favour- | © whifpered to me, that there was a 
dend my flame, had committed this ac- f“ man in the hall who wanted to ſpeak 


01 © paſſive as ſhe believed him to be. }'* who it was, and found a ſtranger, who _ 
e © Nevertheleſs, this melancholy accident | * looked like a valet de chambre, and 
on © was ſoon forgotten, by reafon of the] who preſented to me a letter, which 
ed joy that followed it. Though I was | * I opened, and read theſe words. 
re ___ * dangerouſly wounded, the ſkill of the | | SE Tf OÞ | 7 
to _ © ſargeons ſaved my life; but I ſtill kept! IF you have a re for your 

| © my chamber, when my aunt Donna | © honour, as every knight of your or- 
nt © Elecnora went to Don George, and | © der ought to have, you will not fail 
he © demanded his daughter for me in mar- © to be to-morrow morning in the plain 
m © riage, The father conſented to this | © of Manroi, where you wilt find a ca- 
= the more willingly, becauſe he at that | © valier. ready to give ſatisfaction for 
ce time looked upon Don Auguſtine as a 


© tion, to ſhew that he was not quite ſo 
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with me. I got up from table to ſee 
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**to put you, if he can, out of a condi- 
t tion to eſpouſe Donna Helena. 
Don Aus. de OLIGHERA,” 


If love has great influence over the 
© Spaniards, revenge has ſtill more. I 


could not read this billet in tranquil- 


© lity. The very name of Don Au- 
© ouſtine kindled a fire in my veins, 
© which had glmoſt made me forget the 
£ indiſpenſible duty which I had that 
© day to perform. I was tempted to 
© ſteal away from the company, and go 
jn ſearch of my enemy on the inſtant. 
I conſtrained myſelf, however, for fear 
© of diſturbing the feaſt, and ſaid to the 
* £ man who brought the letter, Friend, 
40 tell the cavalier who ſent you, that 
Jam too deſirous of re-engaging him, 
«to fail of meeting him to-morrow 
„morning before ſun-riſe, at the ap- 

„ pointed place.“ | 
© Having ſent away the meſſenger 
with this anſwer, I rejoined my gueſts, 
© and reſumed my place at table, where 
« 1 compoſed my countenance fo well, 
© that nobody had the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
« what paſſed within me, I appeared, 
« during the reſt of the day, as much 


© entertained as any of them with the 


© pleaſures of the feaſt, which ended 
* about midnight, when the aſſembly 
« broke up, and every one returned to 
© the town, in the ſame manner as he 
had come out. As for my part, I 


© ſtaid in the country-houſe, on pretence 


of taking the air next morning; but 


« the true reaſon was, that I might be 


£ the ſooner at the rendezvous. Inſtead 
© of going to bed, I waited with im- 


© patience for day, which as foon as I. 


g perceived, I mounted my beſt horſe, 
© and ſet out alone, as if I intended to 
© take a ride in the country. Fadvanced 


towards Manroi, and diſcovered in the 


© plain a man on horſeback, coming to- 
© wards me with full ſpeed ; upon which 
« I put ſpurs to my horſe, to ſave him 
< one half of the way. We ſoon met, 
and I found it was my rival.“ Knight,” 
£ ſaid he, in an inſolent tone, „it is 
& with regret that I come to blows with 
«you a ſecond time; but it is your 
« gwn fault. After the adventure of 
c the ſerenade, you ought to have re- 
4 nounced Don George's daughter with 
«© a good grace, or at leaſt have con- 
-< cluded that you would not be ſo eaſily 
«quit, if you perſiſted in your addreſſes 
t to her. You are too proud,“ 
«anſwered I, ** of an advantage which 
_ «© perhaps you owed more to the dark- 
«« neſs of the night, than to your ſupe - 


« rior ſkill. Vou don't confider that 
the ſucceſs of theſe rencounters de- 


* pends: often on accident.” . It is 


„ never accidental with me,” ſaid he; 
© with an arrogant air; © and I will 
* now ſhew you, that, by day as well 
„as night, 
© audacious knights who interfere with 
« me.” MOU TR, ns 3 0 

1 made no reply to this haughty 
« ſpeech, but alighted inſtantly. Don 
© Auguſtine did the ſame : we tied our 
* harſes: to a tree, and began to fight 
* with equal vigour. I will frankly 
* own, that I had to do with an ene 
* my who puſhed much better than I, 
* although I had been two years at 
* ſchools. He was a complete fencer ; 
I could not poſſibly have expoſed my 
© life to greater danger. Nevertheleſs, _ 
* as it often happens, that the ſtrongeſt 


© is vanquiſhed by the weakeſt, my rival, 


in ſpite of all his ſkill, received a thruſt 
© that went through his heart, and fell 
© ſtone-dead in an inſtant. 1 LK, 
I returned immediately to the coun. 
* try-houſe, where I informed a valet de 
chambre, whom I could truſt, of what 
* had happened, and ſaid to him, Dear 
© Ramira, before Juſtice can take cog- 
© nizance of this event, take a good 
„ horſe, and give my aunt notice of the 
adventure. Aſk of her ſome money 
tand jewels, and bring them to me at 
„ Placentia, where thou wilt find me in 
« the firſt inn you come to as you enter 
« the city. | 2 e 

Remira acquitted. himſelf: of his 
© commiſſion' with ſuch diligence, that 
© he arrived at Placentia three hours 
after me. He told me, that Donna 
© Eleonora was more pleaſed than af- 
« flicted at the news of a duel that re- 
.© venged the affront that I had received 
in the firſt; and that ſhe had ſent me 
© all her ready- money and jewels, to 
© enable me to travel agreeablyin foreign 
countries, until ſhe ſhould get the af. 
© fair. accommodated.: 7 56 he» 
© To paſs over ſuperfluous.circum- 
« ſtances, I will only inform you, that 
I croſſed New Caſtile to the king- 
dom of Valencia, in order to embark 
bat Denia, from whence I took paſſage . 
for Italy, where J put myſelf in a 


condition to viſit different courts, and 


appear in a ſuitable character. 

« While, far from my Helen, I en- 
* deavoured, as much as in e lay, 
to beguile my love and ſorrows, ſne 
* mourned my abſence in ſecret at Co- 
© ria, Inſtead of approving of the pro- 
« ſecution that her family ſet on foot 
fs en V 


- 


know how to punith thoſe 
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* agaipſt,me;'qn account of Olighera's -} © ſo prepoſſeſſed as the was. ( This,” 


death, ſhe wiſhed that all enmity might 
«ceaſe, and my return be haſtened by a 
_ © ſpeedy accommodation. Six month 
had already elapſed ſince ſhe had lo 
me, and I believe her conſtancy would 
c haye ſtill triumphed over time, had 


«© bat: bhlit ſhe had ſtill more powerful 
© enemies, + Don Blas de Combados, a 
gentleman from the weſtern ſide 
Galicia, came to Coria, to take poſ- 
© ſeſſion of a rich eſtate, which had been 
© in vain diſputed by his couſin Don 


© Miguel de Capara; and he ſettled in 


© that country, finding it more agree- 
© able than his own. Combados was 


well made, had an agreeable polite | 


© behaviour, and was one of the moſt 


© infinuating men in the world; ſo that 


: he. ſoon became acquainted with all 


© the people of faſhion in the town, and 


was no ſtranger to their private af - | 
| 1 | | ©* cide the marriage. Parma, &.“ 


4 fairs. e 


It was not long before he learned 
* that Don George had a daughter, 


whoſe dangerous beauty ſeemed to 
inflame the men only for their ruin. 
This piqued his curioſity; he longed 
to fee ſuch à formidable lady; for 


« this purpoſe: he ſought: the friendſhip 
© of her father, and ſucceeded ſo well, 


that the old man already looked upon 


him as his ſon-in-law, gave him ad- 


mittance to his houſe, and the liberty 
* of ſpeaking in his preſence to Donna 
© Helena. The Galician ſoon ſell in 


love with her: that-was inevitable. 
He opened his heart to Don George, 
* who.conſented to his propoſal, but 
told him, that, reſolving not to con- 
* ſtrain his daughter, he left her miſtreſs 
* of her own hand. Upon this, Don 
Blas put in practice all the gallantries 
© which-he could deviſe, to pleaſe the 
© lady, who ſeemed: inſenſible to them 
all, ſo much was her heart engroſſed 


by me. Felicia however was in the 


intereſts of the cavalier, who engaged 


© her by preſents to eſpouſe his cauſe; 
She therefore employed all her ad- 


* dreſs in behalf of his paſſion; on the 
© other hand, her father ſeconded the 


* chamber-maid by his remonſtrances : 
* nevertheleſs, all their efforts, during 
© a whale year, could only. torment 
« conftancy:in the leaſt. 
_ » © Combados ſeeing that Don George 
© and Felicia intereſted themſelves 2 
1 him in vain; propoſed an expedient 

"to: overcome the obſtinacy of a lover 
f AI * $778 1 | © $- 


* * 0 
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Donna Helena, without ſhaking her 
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Helena, tr | OL 
jetter, read it over, conſidered every 
_ 4 expreſſion, and was thunderſtruck at 


* 


© ſaid he, © is what I have contrived : 
* we will ſuppoſe. that a merchant of 
© Coria has received a letter from an 
Italian factor, in which, after à de- 


© tail of things concerning commerce, 


„are the following words: 
© ſhe had nothing. elſe but time to com- 1 8 8 


e e ot” eat 
„% A. Spaniſh cavalier, wh 
“ig Don Gaſton de Cogollos, has late- 


of ly arrived at the court of Parma. 


«© He calls himſelf nephew and. ſole 


«heir of a. rich widow who+lives at 


“ Coria, under the name of Donna 
Eleonora de Laxarilla. He has de- 


©& manded the daughter of a powerful 
te nobleman in marriage, but will not 
ſucceed until the truth is known. I 
e am deſired to apply to you for this 
% purpoſe: pray let me know then if 


te you are acquainted with this Don 


* Gaſton; and in what the riches of his 


* aunt conſiſt; for your anſwer: will de- 


e name 


Fd 


The old man looked upon this trick . 


as a piece of wit or ſtratagem pardon- 
© able in love; and the waiting- woman 


* ſtill leſs ſerupulous than; her maſtar, 


© approved of it very much. The in- 
vention ſeemed to them the more in 
© genious, as they knew Helena to be 


©a proud girl, capable of. takin 


n 
© inſtantaneous reſolution, e. fie 
© ſhould have no ſuſpicion of the cheat. 
Don George undertook to inform 
© her of my change; and, to make the 


© thing ſeem more natural, carried along 
c with; him the merchant who had re- 
«© ceived the pretended letter from Par- 


ma. The ſcheme was executed ac- 


cordingly. The father, in an affected 


« paſſion of rage and vexation, ſaid to 
Helena, Daughter, I will no longer 
c obſerve to you, that my relations 
* daily requ 
ac the murderer of Don Auguſtine into 
% my family. I have.a ſtronger reaſon 
« to give you to- day, in order to detach 
«.you from Don Gaſton. You ought 


« He is a fickle perfidious wretch. Here 
«js a certain; proof of his infidelity. 


% Read this letter- which a merchant 


“f Coria has received from Italy.“ 
bling, took the fictitious 


the news of my inconſtancy. A ſen» 
« timent. of tenderneſs made her ſhed 


eft that I will not admit 


to be aſhamed of your fidelity to him. 


© ſome tears; but ſoon. recalling all her 


pride, ſhe dried them up, and faid to 
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ger father, with a reſolute tone, 
4 Signior, you have been witneſs of 
% my weakneſs; bear witneſs alſo of 
the victory I gain over myſelf. *Tis 
% done. I now deſpiſe Don Gaſton, 
4% and look upon him as the loweſt of 
«© mankind. But let us talk no more 
« about him. Come; I am ready to 
«© follow Don Blas to the altar: let my 
& marriage precede that of the perfi- 
« dious man who has fo il} repaid my 
« love.” Don George, tranfported with 
joy at theſe words, embraced his 
daughter; applauded her vigorous re- 
© ſolution; and glad of the happy ſuc- 
ceſs of his ſtratagem, made haſte to 
complete the withes of my rival. 
Donna Helena was thus raviſhed 
from me. She yielded herſelf ſud- 
* denly to Combados, without liſten- 
© ing to love, which, at the bottom of 
© her heart, ſpoke in my behalf, or 
© even doubting a moment of a piece 
© of news.which might have been ſu- 
« ſpected in a lover of lefs credulity. 


The haughty maid liſtened to nothing 


but her pride; and the reſentment of 
© the injury, which ſhe thought her 
© beauty had received, prevailed over 
the intereſt of her tenderneſs. A few 
© days after her marriage, however, ſhe 
© felt ſome remorſe for having been ſo. 
© precipitate. She reflected that the 
© merchant's letter might have been 
£ feigned, and that ſuſpicion gave her 
* ſome uneaſineſs ; but the amorous Don 
£ Blas gave his wife no time to cheriſh 
thoughts prejudicial to her repoſe. | 
His fole ſtudy was to amuſe her; and 
in this he ſucceeded by a continual : 
< ſucceffion of various pleaſures, which 
© he had art enough to invent. . 
She ſeemed very well ſatisfied with 
« ſich a gallant huſband, and they 
© lived together in perfect harmony, 
* when my aunt accommodated my affair 
« with the relations of Don Auguſtine, 
and wrote immediately to. Italy, to 
« advertiſe me of her ſucceſs.” Being 
then at Regio, in the farthermoſt part 
© of Calabria, I went over into Sicily, 
©from thence to Spain, and at length 
« repaired to Coria, on the wings of 
© love. Donna Eleonora, who had not 
in her letter mentioned the marriage 
of Don George's daughter, informed 
c me of it on my arrival, and obſerved 
© that I was afflicted at the news: You 
« are in the wrong, nephew,” faid ſhe, 
* to be ſo much'grieved at the loſs of 
© an unfaithful woman. Take my ad- 
vice, and baniſh from your memory a 
i 38 ; * 5 | 


* 


FE perſon unworthy of poſſeſſing a place 


«c init.“ ; 

«As my aunt was ignorant of the 
* deceit which had been practiſed: on 
Donna Helena, ſhe was in tlie right 
* to talk in this manner, and could not 


© have given me more prudent advice; 


«which, therefore, T promiſeg to fol- 
© low, or at leaſt to. affect an air of in- 


difference, if I ſhould find myſelf in- 
capable of vanquiſhing my paſſion. - 1 


could not, however, reſiſt my curioſity, 
to know how this marriage had been 
© made; and, to be informed of the 
6 jute I reſolved to apply to Fe- 
« licia's friend, Dame Theodora, whom 
© ] have mentioned before. I went to 


© her houſe, and there, by accident, 


found Felicia; who, expecting nothin 


© leſs than to ſee me, was confounded, 


© and endeavoured to go away, that th 
© might avoid an explanation, which ſhe 
* concluded I would demand. I topped 
© her, ſaying, ** Why do yon fly me? 


— 


&« Is not the perjured Helena ſatisfied 


* with having made a facrifice of mi 


6“ happineſs ? has ſhe forbid you to hear 
« my complaints? or do you only want 


« to eſcape me, that you may make a 


„merit with the ungrateful woman, 'of 


& having refuſed me the hearing?“ 


«© Signior,” anſwered the waiting- | 


© woman, © freely own myſelf con- 


« founded at your preſence. I cannot 


© behold you again, without feeling mz 
« heart torn with remoſe. My miſtre 
ce has been deceived, and I have been 
* an unfortunate accomplice in feducing 
her. O Heaven!” criedT, “ha 
tc you the preſumption to tell me fo 


% Explain yourſelf immediately“ Then 


© ſhe gave me an aceount of the ſtratagem 
© which Combados had practiſed to rob 


me of Donna Helena; and, perceiving ; 


that her detail pierced me to the very 
* ſoul, ſtrove to give me ſome confo- 
lation: ſhe offered me her good offices 


© with her miſtreſs, promiſed to diſabuſe 


her, to paint my deſpair; in a word, 


to ſpare nothing to ſoften the rigour 


„of my deſtiny: in fine, ſhe gave me 
© hopes that 
little. N . 

«© I paſs over the infinite contradic- 
© tions ſhe underwent before the could 


aſſuaged my ſorrows a | 


evail upon Donna Helena to ſee me. 


pr 

bs This, however, ſhe accompliſhed; and 
jt was concerted between them, that I 
© ſhould be privately admitted into the 
© houſe of 
© ſhouldijgo to an eſtate where he uſually 
« ſpent a day or two in hunting. This 


. 


on Blas the firſt time be 


ih precipitation; do you alſo 


Fi 


„ cordingly : 
let us put a | | 5 
« ſarton with which 1 upbraid myſelf, 


* 
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# deſign was ſoon put in execution: the 
«huſband ſet 


out for the country; 1 
© was: informed of the occaſion, and 
one night introduced into his wife's 


apartment. 


. ILY 1 PLE 1 
_. <T.would ave begunthe converſa- 


tibn with reproaches; but my mouth 
5 was ſtopped. It is in vain to recal 
« whe is paſt, o ſaid the lady; * the 
4 buſineſs here is not a fond reconci- 
«ljationz and you are miſtaken if you 
believe me difpoſed to flatter your 

« jincligation. I declare to you, Don 

« Gaſton; that my only motive for giv- 

4 ing my conſent to this private inter- 
« view, in conſequence of the preſſing 
*« inſtances which have been made, is to 
« tell you' from my own mouth, that 


é henceforth you muſt ſtudy to- forget 
« me altogether. Perhaps I might have 
«been better ſatisfied with my fate, 


had it been joined to yours; bur 
«« ſince Heaven hath ordained it other: 
©« wiſe, T' cheerfully ſubmit to it's de- 
n myo 7; 42065. 
Ho, Madam!“ anſwered IT; „is 


| 45 it not enough that I have loſt you, 
and fee the happy Don Blas in quiet 


4 poſſeſſion of the only perſon I am 
et capable of loving! muſt 1 alſo ba- 
4 nith you from my thoughts ! Vou 
« would deprive me of my love, and 
rob me of the only bleſſing that now 

«© remains Ah, cruel woman! do you . 
vc think it poſſible for any man whom 
« you have once charmed, to retrieve 

* his heart? Know yourſelf better; 
«© and" ceaſe exhorting me in vain to 
* chaſe your idea from my remem- 
c brance.. , Well then,“ ſne replied, 


. 


4 ceaſe to hope that I will favour your 
« love with any return. I have but 
% one word —_ the wife of Don 
44 Blas'ſhaM never be the lover of Don 
«Gaſton. Take your meaſures ac- 
1 y from this place; and 

ſpeedy end to a conver- 


% in ſpite of the purity of my inten- 
40 yt; and which I ſhall think myſelf. 


* N 


guilty in prolonging. ; a 
At theſe words, which deprived me 


of the leaſt glimpſe of hope, I fell at | 


her feet; I addreffed her in the moſt . 
©.pathetick manner; I even employed 
fears to melt her; but all this ſerved 
only to excite, perhaps, ſome ſenti- 
ments of -pity, which ſhe was careful 
* of concealing, and which: were ſacri- 


_ *ficed to her duty. After having, to 


no purpoſe, exhauſted all my moving 
expreſſions, by prayers and tears, my 


i 


| 


© tenderneſs changed of a ſudden into 


z rage. . unſnheathed my ſword to ſtab 


© myſelf before the eyes of the ingro- 


rable Helena; who no ſoonen per- 


coeived my intention, than ſhe the 
© herſelf upon me, to prevent the con- 
ſequence. 4 Hold, Cogollos 1 faid 

he; 4 is it thus you confult my repu- 
tation In depriving yourſelf of life, 
%eõοð, are going to load me with diſ- 
% honour,” and make my huſband paſs 
for an aſſaſſij . i oorigrongry 


I was ſo poſſeſſed withidefpair; that, 5 
© far from yielding to theſe words the 


attention which they deſerved, my 


whole endeavour was to baffle the 


© efforts of the miſtrefs and her maid to 
ſave me from my own fatal deſign ; 

© and,” without doubt, I ſhould; have 
ſucceeded but too ſoon if Don Blas 
(who having been appriged of our in- 
« terview, inſtead of going to the coun - 
try, had concealed himſelf behind the 
* tapeſtry, to overhear our converſa. 
tion) had not come, and joined us 
with all expedition. Don Gaſton,” 
© cried he, holding my arms, „ recal 
« your ſcattered reaſon; and do not 
« baſely yield to the fury that tranſports 


© you.” | 


ls it your buſineſs,” ſaid. I, in, 
terrupting Don Blas, ito diſſadd m 
«from my deſign? You ,ought rather, 
e with-your hand, to plunge a-poniard- 
«into my boſom. Vou are injured by 
% my paſſion, unfortunate as it is. 18 
te it not enough that you ſurprize me 
at night, in your wife's. apartment : 
«Is there more required to rouſe your 
% revenge? Stab me at once, and rid 


„ yourſelf of a man who cannot ceaſe 
©« adoring Donna Helena until he ceaſes 


% to live. In vain,” anſwered; Don 
Blas, you endeavout to intereſt my 
% honour ſo far, as to give” you death: 
« you are ſufficiently puniſnhed by your 
« raſtneſs; and I am ſo well Rleaſed 
„with the virtuous ſentiments of my 
e wife, that I pardon the oecaſion which 
«© ſhe took to ſhew them. Take my 
« advice, Cogollos,“ added he; do 


not deſpair, like à weak lover, but 


ſubmit to neceſſity with courage... 
The prudent Galician, by ſuch dif- 
© courſe, calmed my rage a little, and 
e waked my virtue: I retired, with 3 
« defign of removing far from Helena, 
and the place that ſhe inhabited; and in 
two days returned to Madrid; where, 
© reſolving to employ myſelf wholly in 
* making my fortune, I a red at cou 


and there began to mgke friends; burt 
I was ſo unlucky as te attach myſelf in 


„„ particular 
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71 e vg nobleman, who, being 
ſuſpected of a deſign to deliver Por- 


© tugal from the dominion of Spain, was 


*tmpriſoned in the caſtle of Alicant, 


* where he now remains. As the Duke 


* of Lerma knew that an intimacy ſub- 
© ſiſted between that nobleman; and me, 


© he cauſed me to be arreſted alſo, and 
conducted to this place. That miniſter 


believes that I am capable of being an 


* accomplice in ſuch a ſcheme ; and he 


could not have committed a greater 


- 


Scrpio finds Gil Blas in the tower 0 Segovia, | 


* outrage upon a noble Caſtilian.? 
Here Don Gaſton left off ſpeaking ; 


and I, to conſole him, ſaid, * Signior 


© Cavalier, your honour can receive no 


* ftain+ from his diſgrace, Which will, 
2 doubtleſs, in the end, turn to your 


$ advantage. When the Duke of Lerma 
©* ſhall be convinced of your innocence, 
4 he will certainly beſtow upon you a 


© conſiderable employment, in order to 
_ © re. eſtabliſh the reputation of a; gentle. | 
man unjuſtly accuſed of treaſon.* '- | 


* 9 


CHAP. VII. 


and tells him à great deal of news. 


g UR converſation was interrupted 
O by Tordeſillas, who, coming into 
the chamber, addreſſed himſelf to me 
in theſe terms: Signior Gil Blas, I 
* have been ſpeaking to a young man 
who preſented himſelf at the priſon- 


gate, and aſked if you was not in con- 
When I refuſed to 
( © fatisfy his curioſity, he ſeemed very 


« hnement here. 


much mortified. ©4 Noble Captain,” 


© faid he, with tears in his eyes, „don't 
s reject the humble requeſt I make, to | 
© all the particulars of your impriſon+ 


«« know if Signior de. Santillane is ig 


this place. I am his chief domeſtick, 
and you will do a charitable action in 
« Allowing me to ſee him. You are 
«© looked upon in Segovia as a gentle 
% man of great humanity; and I hope 
you will not refuſe me the favour of 


« converling a moment with my dear 
«maſter, who is not ſo guilty as un- 
4 fortunate.” In ſhort,” continued Don 
Andrea, the young man expreſſed 


* ſuch a deſire of ſeeing, you, that 1 


* have promiſed to give him that ſatis- 

faction at night. | | | 

1 aſſured Tordeſillas, that he could 

not do me a greater pleaſure than to 

admit that young man, who, probably, 

had ſomething to communicate which 

it imported me very much to know. I 

waited with impatience for the moment 


that was to offer my faithful Scipio to 
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* particular to the Marquis of Villareal, 


| 


| 


box, and ſecured by putti 


my eyes for 1 did not a doubt 5 that & 


was he; and F was not miſtaken! He 


was introduced into the tower in the 
evening; and his joy, which mine alone 
could equal, broke forth in extraordi- 
nary tranſports, when he ſaw. me. For 


my part, I was ſo much overjeyed at 


the ſight of him, that I. held out my 
arms, and he hugged me in his, with- 
out ceremony: the: diſtinction between 


the maſter and ſecretary was loſt in this 


embrace: ſo glad were they to ſee one 
another.. RO Pty 2, 


When we were a little diſengaged, I 


interrogated Scipio about the condition 
in which he left my houſe. Von have 
© no houſe, he replied; and, to ſpare 
vou the trouble of aſking unneceſſary 
© queſtions, Iwill tell you; in two words, 
«what paſſed at home. Vour effects 
< were pillaged, as well by the ſoldiers 
© as by your own ſervants; who, look- 
ing upon you as à loſt man, paid 
* themſelves their-own wages with what 


© they could carry off, Luckily for you, 


© I had the addreſs to ſave from their 
© talons two large bags of double piſ- 
© toles, which I took out of your ſtrong- 


© to the cuſtody af Salero, who will re- 
deliver them as ſoon as you ſhall- be 


© releafed from this tower, where Lbe- 


© lieve you will not be long boarded at 


© his, majeſty's expence, becauſe you was 
| © apprehended without 


* 


© of the Duke of Lerma. “. 


fortune. Oh! as for that, ſaid he, 
I took care to 
< friend of mine, ho eſoys the con- 
* fidence of the Duke d'Uzeda, told me 


© ment. Calderona,“ ſaid he, *© hav- 
jag diſcovered, by the 9 of 
irena, under 


© a valet, that Signiora. 


another name, received the Prince of 
<< Spain in the night-time; and that 
e this intrigue was conducted by. the 


« Count de Lemos, with the aſſiſtance 
„of Signior de Santillane, reſolved to 
„ be, revenged u 
« upon his miſtreſs; With this view, he 


% went privately to the Duke d'Uzeda, 
© and diſcovered the whole affair. The 
© duke, raviſhed at having in his hand 
« ſuch a fair opportunity of ruining his 


% enemy, did not fail to uſe it: he in- 


&« formed the king of what he had heard; 


« and repreſenting to him, with great 


40 zeal, the perils to which the prince 


(© had been expoſed. This piece of news 


„ rouzed the indignation of his ma- 
FOE ks. 0 «jeſty, | 


voy 


them in- 


the knowledge 8 


I aſked' how he came to know . 
his excellency, had no hand in my mis- 


well informed: a 


n them, as well as 
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« jeſty, who immediately ordered Si. 


e rena to be ſhut up in the houſe of 
e correction, baniſhed the Count de 
„ Lemos, and condemned Gil Blas to 
4 perpetual impriſonment.” This, add - 
ed Scipio, is What my friend told me; 
by which you ſee that your misfortune 
© jis the work of the Duke d' Uzeda, or 

« rather of Calderona.“ For FS 
From this information, I imagined 


that my affairs might be retrieved in 
time; that the Duke of Lerma, piqued 


at his nephew's exile, would exert him- 
ſelf to have that nobleman recalled to 
court; and I flattered myſelf, that I 
ſhould not be forgotten by his excel- 
lency. What a fine thing hope is! it 
conſoled me all of a ſudden for the loſs 
of my effects, which had been ſtolen; 
and made me as merry as if I had cauſe 
to be ſo. Far from regarding my priſon 
as an unhappy abode, where I ſhould 
perhaps end my days, it appeared rather 
as the means that Fortune had uſed to 
raiſe me to ſome. great poſt; for I rea- 
ſoned with myſelf in this manner: The 
e is for the prime- miniſter are, 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome 
© of Florence, and, in particular, Bro- 
© ther Lewis d' Aliaga, who owes to his 


© intereſt the pos he at preſent poſſeſſes 
Vith the aſſiſtance of theſe. 


© at court. the 

« powerful friends, his excellency will 

_ © demoliſh all his foes; or perhaps the 
ſtate will ſoon alter it's appearance: 

b his majeſty is very ſickly; and as foon 
as he ſhall' be no more, the prince his 
ſon will begin his reign by recalling 
© the Count de Lemos, who will imme 

« diately releaſe me from this place, and 

© preſent me to the new monarch, who 

« will load me with favours.“ Thus, 
already elevated with future pleaſures, 
I ſcarce felt my preſent misfortune; but 
I believe the two 1 of doubloons, 
which my ſecretary told me he had de- 
poſited with the goldſmith, contributed, 
as much as this hope, to the ſudden 
change of my diſpoſitio . 
T was too well ſatisfied with the zeal 


and integrity of Scipio, to be ſilent on f 
that ſubject : I offered him the half of 


the money which he had preſerved from 
the pillage ; but this he refuſed. * I ex- 
+ pee aid he, another mark of ac- 
© knowledgment.*' As much ſurprized 
at his diſcourſe as at his refuſal, I 
aſked what I could do for him. Don't 
© let us part, anſwered he; allow me 
' © to attach my fortune to yours: I have 
a friendſhip'for you which I never felt 
for any other maſter.'—* And I can 
* aſſure thee, child,” ſaid 1, there is no 
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love loſt ; the v 


conſtellations that unite the friend - 


ſhip of men. I willingly accept the 


© ſociety thou haſt propoſed; and will 


begin it, by intreating the keeper to 
;* ſhut thee up with me in this tower. — 


Nothing can give me more pleaſure,” 
cried he; © you anticipate my deſire. I 
was juſt going to conjure you to alk 


dearer to me than liberty itſelf; I will 
only ſometimes' go to Madrid on the 
© ſcont, and ſee if ſome change may not 
© have happened at court which can be 
© favourable to you: ſo that in me you 
„will enjoy at once a confident, courier, 
« and ; the | regs 8 

Theſe advanta 
rable to be rejected: I therefore kept 


along with me 3 fo uſeful, with | 
t 


the permiſſion of the obliging keeper, 
who could not refuſe me ſuch an 99028 


able conſolation. 


CHAP. NW N 


The motives and ſucceſs of Sci pics fir 3 


ney to Madrid. Gil Blas falls fick : the 
conſequence of lis diſtemper. ' 


| PF it be uſually obſerved that we hare 


no greater enemies than our domeſ- 
ticks, it muſt likewiſe be owned, that, 


when they happen to, be faitliful and 
affectionate, they are our beſt friends. 
After the zeal that Scipio had manifeſt. 


ed, I could not look upon him but as 
another ſelf. There was, therefore, no 
more ſubordination between Gil Blad 
and his ſecretary ; no more ceremony; 
they lodged together in the ſame room, 
uſing the ſame table and bet. 


4 


Scipio's converſation; he might have 
been juſtly ſirnamed the Good · humour - 
ed Lad: beſides, he had a 
and I profited by his advice. Friend,” 
faid 1 to him one day, S methinks' it 
would be no bad ſcheme for me to 
„write to the Duke of Lerma : this 
© could produce no bad effect : what is 
* thy opinion of the matter? “ Yes; 
but,“ anſwered he, the great are fo 
© different from themſelves, at different 
times, that I don't know how your 


letter will be received: nevertheleſs, 
I am of opinion that you ſhould write 


© in the mean time. Although the mi- 
© niſter_ loves you, you mnſt not truſt 


* to his friendſhip for being remem. 


£ bered 


£ 


. 


| ery firſt moment thou 
© cameſt to offer thy ſervice, I Was pleal- 
ed with thy appearance: we muſt have 
been born under the Balance, or Ge- 
mini, which are ſaid to be the two 


© that favour of him: your company is 7 


were too conſide- 


There was a great deal of gaiety in 


good head, 


2 2 8 
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© bered by him: theſe kind of patrons 
s eaſily forget thoſe who are out of light 
« or hearing.“ 285 

Although this was but too true, I re- 
plied, I judge more favourable of my 
« patron, to whoſe kindneſs for me I am 
* no ſtranger : I am perſuaded. that he 
© pities my affliction, which inceſſantly 
« preſents itſelf to his mind: he proba- 
© bly waits until the king's wrath ſhall 
© ſubſide, before he takes me out of 
* prifon.'—* In good time!* he reſumed; 
I wiſh your opinion of his excellency 
© may be right: implore his aſſiſtance 
then by a very moving letter, which I 
© will carry to him; and I promiſe to 
« deliver it into his own hand.” 

I immediately. called for paper and: 
ink, and compoſed a morſe] of elo- 
quence which Scipio thought very pa- 
thetick, and Tordeſillas preferred even 
to the homilies of the Archbiſhop of 

Grenada. | 
; I flattered myſelf, that the Duke of 
Lerma would be moved with compaſ- 


Gon, in reading the melancholy account | 


which I gave him of the miſerable con- 
dition in which I was not; and in that 
confidence diſpatched my courier; who 
no ſooner arrived at Madrid, than he 
went to the miniſter's houſe, and met a 
valet de chambre of his acquaintance, 
who procured for. him an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to the duke. My lord,” 
ſaid Scipio, prefenting to his excellency 
the packet with which he was entruſted, 
one of your moſt faithful ſervants, 
« ftretched upon ſtraw, in a diſmal dun- 
« geen of the tower of Segovia, moſt 
© hambly entreats your. grace. to read 
this letter, which a turnkey, out of 
_ © pity, gave him liberty and means to 
© write,” The miniſter opened and pe- 
zuſed the letter; but although he be- 
held in it a picture capable of melting 
the moſt obdurate ſoul, far from feem- | 
ing affected at my diſtreſs, he ratſed his | 
voice, and in the hearing of ſeveral per- 
ſons preſent, ſaid to the courier, with 
a furious air, Friend, tell Santillane, 
« that he has a great deal of aſſurance 
© to addreſs himſelf to me after the 
e unworthy action he has committed, 
* 3nd for which he is ſo juſtly chaſtized. 
« He, is a wreich who muſt not depend 
upon my protectian ; for I abandon 
him to the refentment of the king.” 
Scipio, in ſpite of all his effrontery, 
was diſconcerted at this diſcourſe; but, 


— 


notwithſtanding his confuſion, endea- 
voured io intercede for me. My lord,“ 


he goddeſs who preſides over funerals, 


| 


« of grief when he hears the anſwer of 
© your excellency.? The dyke made no 
reply to my mediator but by a ſtern 


look, and turned his back upon him. 


It was thus the miniſter treated me, the 
better to conceal the part he had in the 


a morous intrigue of the Prince of Spain; 


and this ought to be a warning to all 
little agents, whom-noblemen uſe in their 
ſecret and dangerous negociations. 


When my ſecretary returned to Se- 


govia, and made me acquainted with 
the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, I was 


plunged, into the dire abyſs of deſpon- 


dency in which I found myſelf the firſt 
day of my impriſonment. I thought 
myſelf even nil more unhappy, fince I 
had now no reaſon to expect the- pros 
tection of the Duke of Lerma. My 
courage ſunk apace; and, notwithſtand- 
ing all that they could ſay to raiſe it 
again, I became a prey to the moſt keen 
ſorrow, which threw me by degrees in- 
to a moſt violent fever. 5 

Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf 
in my preſervation, imagining that he 
could not do better than call phyſicians 
to my aſſiſtance, brought two to viſit me, 
wha, by their appearance, feemed zeal- 


ous miniſters of the goddels Libitina . 


* Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, preſenting 
them to me, © here are two Hippocrates's 
come to ſee you; they will ſet you a- 
foot again in a little time.“ I was ſo 
much prejudiced againſt all manner of 
phyſicians, that I ſhould have certainly 
given them a very bad reception, had I 
been in the leaſt defirous of living; but 
at that time I felt myſelf ſo much tired 
of life, that I: was glad Tordeſillas had 
put me into their hands. 

Signior Cavalier, ſaid one of theſe 
doctors to me, in the firſt place, you 
* muſt repoſe an entire confidence in our 
ſkill. + L:havet a moſt perfect de- 
pendence on it, anſwered 1: with 


< your aſſiſtance, I am very. ſure that, 
© in a few days, I hall be cured of all 
„my diſtempers.— Ves, he replied; 


© with God's help, you ſnhall: at leaſt; 
we will do our endeavour for that pur- 
© poſe.* "Theſe gentlemen actually pers 
formed to à miracle, and put me into 
ſuch.a good way, that I was viſtbly poſts 
ing to the other world. Don Andrea, 
deſpairing of my recovery, had already 
ſent for a Franciſcan friar to prepare me 
for my end. - The good father, _— 
done liis duty, had already retired; and 
1 myſelf believing that my laſt hour ap- 


he reſumed, the poor priſoner will die 


| proached, 


9 
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« carry the other into the Aſturias, to my 
« father and mother, who muſt have great 
« gccalion, for it, if they. be ſtil] alive. 
« Buty alas I fear they could not bear 


up againſt my ingratitude : the report 
* which, doubtleſs, Muſcada made to | 
them of my hard- heartedneſs, has, | 


perhaps, occaſioned their death. If 
o Heaven hath preſerved them, in fpite 
« of the. indifference with which I re- 
« quited their affection, give them the 
bag of doublouns, and beg them, from 
© me, to pardon my unnatural behavi- 


our. If they are no more, I charge 


© thee to employ the money in cauſing 
© prayers to be put up for the repoſe of 
their ſouls and mine.“ So ſaying, 1 


' ſtretched out my hand, which he bathed | 


with his tears, without being able to 
anſwer one word ; fo much was the poor 
yung man afflicted at the proſpect of 
loſing me. This proves that the tears 
of an heir are not always the tears of 


I lay thus, i 


but I was balked. My doctors, hav- | 
ing abandoned me, left the field free to 


nature. I was ſaved by their deſertion. 
The fever, which, according to their 
prognoſtick, was to carry me off, quitted 
me immediately, as if it intended to give. 
them the lye. I recovered gradually; 
and, by the greateſt good luck in the 
world, a perfect tranquillity of mind 


was the fruit of my diſeaſe. I then had 


no need of conſolation: I entertained 
for riches and honour all the contempt 
which the opinion of approaching death 


had made me conceive; and now reſtor- 


ed, as it were, to myſelf, bleſſed my miſ- 
fortune, I thanked Heaven for it, as 
for a particular favour, and firmly re- 


ſolved never to return to court, even if 


the Duke of Lerma ſhould recal me. I 
ropolſed rather, if ever 1 ſhould be re- 
ſed, to purchaſe a cottage, and live 

in it like a philoſopher... _. 4 
My confideiit approved of my deſign; 
and told me, that, in order to haſten the 
execution of it, he intended to go and 
folicn my enlargement at Madrid. 
* There is a thing come into my head, 
added he: © I know A perſon who gan; 


| 


F ferve you. 00 is the * wait 
iag - woman of the prince 's nurſe, and 
deefiand 9 N en 8 


E 11 of unc 
* 9 FEY 


ing. 1 will make 
EONS: „ 


* 


n expectation of my exit ; |. 


ing, he left me, and went by 


0 though 


abs 


—— — — 


© her apply to her miſtreſs in your be. 


© half; and will attempt every thing to 


get you out of this tower, w J = 


* a priſon, notwithſtanding the 
« treatment which you receive in it. 
Thou art in the right,” anſwered 13 
go, my friend, and begin this nego- 
« ciation without loſs of time. Would 


to Heaven we were already in our re- 


9 treat!” OS 9 78 1 
FVV 
Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the 


? 


_ t of Gil _ on certain cum. 
itions. What tourfe they ſteer together, 
_ when they leave the tower of Segen and 


the converſation that p. Nes betewerts ten. 
C CI PIO ſet out once more for Ma- 

I drid; and I, in expectation of his 
return, applied myſelf to reading, be- 
ing farnithed with mote books than 1 
wanted by Tordeſillas, who borrowed. 
them from an old commander that could 
not read, though he had a fine library, 
to maintain the appearance of a literati. | 
I loved, in particular, good books af 
morality, becauſe I found in them every 
moment paſſages that flattered my 
averſion for the court, and my inclina- 
tion for ſolitude. | „„ 

I ſpent three weeks without hearing. 
a ſyllable of my agent, who at obs 
returned, and ſaid to me, with a gay 
air, This time, Signior de Santillane, 
© I bring good news; Madam the nurſe. 
8 W 6 herſelf in your behalf. Her 
* maid, at my entreaty, in conſideration 
© of an hundred piſtoles that I have 


* conligned to her, has been ſo generous, 


* as to engage her to beg your releaſe of 
the Prince of Spain; and that prince, + 
* who, as I have already obſerved, can 


refuſe her nothing, has promiſed to atk. 
+ it of the king his father. I am come 
* hither in a hurry to apprize you of it, 
+ and ſhall return T to put the 


« finiſhing ſtroke to the wor fay | 
K to court, 

is third trip was not of long 4org- 
tion. In eight days my man returned, 


and told me, that the prince had, not {| 
without difficulty, obrained my gelen. . | 
This piece of infor: 


rmation was confirmed 
the ſameday by Mr. Keeper, who em- 
braced me, ſaying, * My dear Gil Blas! 


thank Heaven, you are free! the gates 

of the priſon are open to you ;. but. 

upon two conditions, which perfiaps 

will give you a great deal of pain, and 
ko in | 


+ which I am obliged pen you of, 


bot without regret... His ma- 
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and orders you to quit the kingdom 
© of Caſtile in a month. I am very 
* much mortified that you are prohibit- 
© ed from going to court.“ And I am 
© overjoyedatit,' I replied : *God knows 
© what my opinion of it is. I expected 
© but one favour from the king, and I 
have received two. „ 
Being aſſured that I was no longer 
priſoner, I hired two mules, which my 
confident and I mounted next day, af- 
ter having bid adieu to Cogollos, and 
returned a thouſand thanks to Torde- 
ſillas, for all the marks of friendſhip L 
had received at his hands: We ſet out 
merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, from 
the hands of Signior Gabriel, our two 
bags, in each of which were five hun- 
dred doubloons. My aſlociate ſaid to 
me by the way, *If we are not rich 
s enough to buy a magnificent eſtate, 
© we can at leaſt purchaſe a commodi- 
£ ous one.'—* So we had but a hut,“ 
anſwered -I, * I ſhould be ſatisfied with 
© my condition; for, though I am ſcarce 
© jn the middle of my career, I feel my- 
« ſelfquite detached from the world, and 
c intend for the future to live for my- 
« ſelf only. Beſides, I muſt tell thee, I 
« have formed an inchanting idea of a 
«© country life, the pleaſures of which I 
© enjoy by anticipation. Methinks I al- 
ready behold the -enametted meads, 
' © hear the nightingales ſing, and the 
'< brooks murmur. Sometimes I divert 
« myſelf in hunting, and ſometimes in 
« fiſhing. Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, 
all the different pleaſures that await 
aus in ſolitude, and thou wilt be as 
much charmed with it as Iam. With 
regard to eating, the moſt ſimple nou- 
's riſhment is belt. A morſel of bread 
'« may ſatisfy us when we are hungry, 
and the appetite with which we eat it, 
'£ will make us think it excellent food. 
The pleaſure does not confiſt in the 


quality of exquiſite diſnes, but centers | 


_e wholly in ourſelves ; and this is fo true, 


'* that the moſt delicious of my meals | * 


& are not hoſe in which the greateſt de- 


* kcacy, and abundance reign. Fruga- | 


'©lity is a ſource of delights, and won- 

"© gerfully conducive to health.“ 
By your leave, Signior Gil Blas,“ 
"Taid my ſecretary, interrupting me; 1 
am not altogether of your opinion 
with regard to the pretended frugali-, 
"© ty you, praiſe ſo much. Why ſhould, 
we live like Diogenes? If we indulge 
on appetites a little, we ſhall not find 


*« ourſelves a bit the worſe for it. Take ' 
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| treat agreeable, let us not make it the 
* habitation of hunger and poverty. As 
foon as we ſhall Have got poſſeſſion of 
our land, we ſhall fortify our houſe 
* with good wines, and all -other provi- 
-*© fhons ſuitable to people of taſte, who 
did not quit the commerce of mankind 
*with a view of renvuncing the conve. 
* niencies of life, but rather to enjo 
them with more tranquillity. © That 
* which a man has in his ' houſe,” ſays 


* that which he has not may. It is bet- 
ter,“ adds the fame author, * for a 
„ man to have all things neceſſary in 
nis poſſeſſion, than in his wiſh only.” 

How the devil, Mr. Scipio!* cried 
I, come you to know the Greek po- 
*ets? Ha! where did you pick up ac- 
* quaintance with Heſiodt'—* In the 
* houſe of a learned man,” he replied : 
©I ſerved a pedant of Salamanca ſome 
time. He was a great commentator, 
Sand would toſs you up a large volume 
*1n a twinkling, compoſed of Hebrew, 


from books in his library; and tranſ- 
lated into the Caſtilian tongue. As J 
* was his amanuenſis, I retained in my 
© memory a great number of ſentences 
* as remarkable as that which I repeat- 
*ed.'—" If that be the caſe,” ſaid I, 
your memory is well garniſhed. But, 
to return to our ſcheme; in what king - 
dom of Spain do you think we ſhould 
eſtabliſh our philoſophical reſidence ?? 
—* I vote for Arragon,” replied my 
confident; * we will there find charming 


life.“ Well,“ ſaid 1; be it ſo. Let 
aus fix in Arragon. 1 conſent to the 
* propoſal ; and I wiſh we may there 
find a place of abode that will afford 
* all'thoſe pleaſures with which 1 feaſt 
u magie „„ 
5 ))) 
Their behaviour at Madrid. Gil Blas 
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meets a certain perſon in the ſtreet. The 
conſequence of that meeting. 
INXX HEN ve -arrived' at Madrid, 
. we alighted at a ſmall houfe, 
where Scipio had lodged in his expedi- 
tions; and the firſt thing we did was to 
repair to Salero, in order to retrieve our 
doubloons. He gave us a very civil re- 
ception, and expreſſed a good deal of 
Joy in ſeeing me at liberty. I proteſt 
* et ſaid he, I was ſo much af- 
e fekted with your misfortune, that 1 


1 
BW 


'* my advice; and fince we have, thank 
: Gd, wherewithal to render our re- 
— 2 : + by 


* 


. 


6 


be eee a diſguſt at all alliances with 
eourtiers their fortunes arelſo uncer- 
„„ L tain; 


Heſiod, „ never hurts him: whereas 


* Greek, and Latin quotations, taken 


«* ſpots, where we may lead a delicious 
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Baron de Steinbach what the true mo- 
; | | . 


GIL BLAS/OF SANTILLANE,” | 


© tain ; and therefore gave my daughter, tive was, I did not ſeem to know. an 
Gabriela in marriage to a, wealthy, | 
merchant. . Vou were in the right,” 


anſwered I: for, beſides that this 


© marries his a man of qua- 
 lity, has not always reaſon to be ſatis», 
« fied with Monſieur his ſon · in- law.“ 


Then ſhifting. the ſubject, and com- 1 
| found him in a hall, playing at cheſs 
with the baroneſs;. and as oon as he 
perceived me, he quitted the game, got 
up, and advancing towards me with 
tranſport, preſſed my head with his 
arms, ſaying, with marks of real joy, 


ing to the purpoſe, Signior Gabriel, 
added I, be ſo good, if you pleaſe, to 
„deliver the (two. thouſand piſtoles, 
© which— Vour money is ready for 
you, ſaid the goldſmith, interrupting 
me; and conducting us into his cloſet, 
ſhewed us the two bags, with notes upon 
them, containing theſe words: Theſe 


© bags of doubſoons belong to Signior 
Gil Blas de Santillane.—“ Therethey 
© are,? ſaid; he, juſt as they were com- | 


* mitted. to my care... 

I thanked Salero for the ſervice, he 
had done me; and, very well conſoled 
for the loſs of his daughter, carried the 
bags home, where we began to examine 
our double piſtoles. The tale was juſt, 
after having deducted about fifty. which 
had been employed to procurę my en- 
largement. Our ſole ſtudy now was, to 
put ourſelves in a condition. ta depart 
for Arragon., My ſecretary undertook 
to buy a chaiſe and two mules, and L 
provided ourſelves with cloaths and li- 
nen. While I was going from one 


place to another in the ſtreets, bargain - 


ing for what I. wanted, I met Baron 


Steinbach, that officer of the German 


uards in Whoſe houſe Don Alphonſo 
had been brought ug. | 

me alſo, came and embraced me with 
great affection. I am extremely glad, 
ſaid I to him, to ſee your lordſhip in 
© ſuch good health, and to find at tbe 


«* ſame time an opportunity of hearing | 


© of Don Ceſar and Don Alphonſo de 
Leyva. ! I can give youa certain ac- 
© count of them both,“ anſwered: he; 
for they are now actually at Madrid, 
« and lodge in my houſe. About three 
* months ago they came to town to 
thank his majeſty for a poſt which Don 
© Alphonſo has receiyed, in cogſidera - 
© tion of the ſervices which his anceſtor 
© had done the ſtate. He is made go- 
* vernor of the city of Valencia without 
* having aſked the place, or even de- 
© fired any body to ſolicit for him. No- 
« thing can be more generous; and this 
« ſhews that our monarcly delights in 
« recompenſing valour.* _ 

Though I knew much better than the 


I ſaluted that cavalier, who, knowing | t to tl 
| © Lerma.'—* Is it poſſible!” cried Don 


: 
: 


1 


' judge, by the reception I 
with from him, whether or no he had, 


thing of the matter; but expreſſed ſuch” 
a vehement deſire to ſalute my old ma- 
ters, that, in order to ſatisfy me, he car- 


match is 5 ſolid, a citizen, who] ried me home with him immediately. 
aughter to 


was curious to try Don ee and 
ould meet 


any remains of affection for me. 


Santillane, have I found you again 1 I 
am overjoyed at meeting with you It 
was not my fault that ever we parted; 


© for I deſired you, if you remember, 


not to leave the caſtle of Leyva. You 


had no regard ſo my requeſt; hut I am 
/ © far from being angry with you on that 
account. I am ęven beholden to youz 

for th= motive of your retreat: but 
© ſince that time, you ought to have ſet 


me hear from you, and ſpared me the 


| © trouble of ſending in yain to find you 8 
Cat, Grenada, where Don Fernando, 


® 
x 


my brother-in-law, wrote me you | 


WM Te . 5 
After this gentle reproach, he con- 


tinued, Tell me what your buſineſs is 
dat Madrid. You, have, I ſuppoſe, 


* ſome employment, here! Be aſſured, 
„that I ſhare as much as ever in what 
concerns you. Signior, anſwered 


1, * ſamething leſs, than four months 


ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable poſt 


Lat court, having had the honour to be 


« ſecretary and contident to the Duke of 


Alphonſo, with extreme aſtoniſhment ; - 
© what! was you in the confidence of 


© the prime-miniſter ?'—* 1 gained his 


© favour,” ſaid I, and loſt it in the man- 
© ner you ſhall hear. I then recounted 
the whole ſtory, and ended my nar- 
ration with the refolution T had taken 
to buy, with the ſlender N my 
roſperity, a cottage, in which 1 propo 
Le eg ks 8 life. T deren 
Don Cæſar having liſtened very atten- 
tively, replied; My dear Gil Blas, you 
195 1 always loved you. Vou ſhall 
© be the ſport of Fortune no more. I 


© will deliver you from her power, by 


© making you maſter of an eſtate which 


© ſhe cannot deprive. you of, Since you 
«© deſign to live in the country, I beſtow 
© uponfyou a ſmall farm which we have 


© hard by Lirias, about four leagues 


© from Valencia. You know the place; 


and it is a preſent which we are in a 
Lis: © «condition 
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to Seraphina.“ 


A =# 


little ſurprized at my 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES, !&e, | | 


"condition of making, without incom-' 
© moding ourſelves in the leaſt. I dare 

anſwer for my father's conſent, and 
know that it will 


e 
* 


+ T threw myſelf at the feet of Don 
Alphonſo, who immediately raiſed me 


up. I kiſſed his hand, and more charm- 


ed with the goodnefs of his heart, than 


with the value of his favour, * Signior,? 


ſaid i, © your behaviour enchants me. 


© The preſent which you make is the 


© more agreeable, as it precedes the 
*knowledge of a piece of ſervice which 
did ou; and I would rather owe it 
© to your generoſity than to your ac- 
© knowledgment.”. me governor was a 

iſcourſe, and did 
not fail to aſk what this pretended ſer- 
vice was. I rold him; and the infor- 
mation redoubled his ſurprize. He, as 
well as the Baron de Steinbach, was far 


From thinking that the government of 


the city of Valencia had 1 beſtowed 


upon him by my intereſt. Neverthe- 


tefs, as he could not doubt my veracity, 
©Gil'Blas,* faid he, ſince I owe my 


; fog to you, I don't intend to confine 


„my gratuity to the little farm of Li- 
© rias; I will give yon along with it two 
c thouſand ducats yearly .““ . 

Halt there, Signior Alphonſo,” ſaid 
I, interrupting him; © don't awake my 
© zyarice. I have too well experienced, 
that riches ſerve only io corrupt my 
© morals. I accept, with all my heart, 
© your farm of Lirias, where I will live 
© comfortably with the money which 1 
© have already in my poſſeſſion. But 
«© that is ſufficient; and, far from deſir- 
© ing more, I would rather conſent to 
© lofe the ſuperfluity of What I pofſefs. 
© Riches are a burden to one in retire- 
© ment, who ſeeks only to enjoy quiet.“ 

While we converſed in this manner, 
D9:: Calar coming in, expreſſed as much 
joy at ſeeing me as his ſon had done be. 
fore; and when he underſtood the obli- 
gation which his family lay under to 


me, he preſſed me to accept the annuity, 
which 1 again reiuſed. In ſhort, the 


father an ſon carried me inſtantly to a 
notarv's houſe, where they cauſed a 
deed of gift to be made out, and ſigned 
it with ::1-e pleaſure than they would 


END or THE 


IN 


give great pleaſure 


| vantage. When it was executed, they 
or it into my hand, leery farm 'of 
irias was no longer theirs; and that . 
might go and take ion of it when 
I would. They then went back to the 
houſe of Baron de Steinbach, and 1 flew 
to our lodgings, where my ſecretary was 
raviſned with admiration, when I in- 
formed him that I had an eſtate in Va- 
| lencia, and recounted in What manner I 
Iad made this acquiſition; How much,” 
' ſaid he, may this ſmall dominion be 
worth?“ Five hundred ducats per 
annum, I replied: and I can affure 
© thee, it is a lovely felitade, which I 
know perfectly well; having been 
| © there ſeveral times in quality of teward 
to the Lords of Leyva. It is a ſmall 


+ 


* houfe on the borders of the Guadala- 


| © viar, in a hamlet of five or ſix houſes, 


* and in the midſt of a charming coun- 
6 4 9 8 N 1 45 3 4 


— 
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What pleaſes me fill more in it, 
cried Scipio, is, that we ſhall have fine 
- © veniſon, with wine of Benicarlo, and 


[excellent Muſcadine. Came, maſter, 


let us make haſte to quit the world, 
and gain our hermitage. “I long as 
| © much as thou doſt to be there,“ I re- 
plied ; but I muſt firſt make a tour to 
© the Aſturias. My parents are there in 
no very agreeable ſituation; and I in- 
tend to conduct them to Lirias, where 
© they will paſs the remainder of their 
| © days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps, has 
* granted me this aſylum on purpoſe to 
receive them, and would puniſh me if 
©T failed in my duty.“ Scipio approv- 
ed very much of gy delign, and even 
excited me to put it in execution. Let 
us loſe no time,“ ſaid he; © I have al- 
ready ſecured a chaiſe, let us buy 
© mules immediately, and ſet out for 
Oviedo. Yes, my friend, I replied; 
\ © let us depart as foon as we can. I 
© think it my indifpenſible duty to ſhare 
* the ſweets of my retirement with the 
authors of my being. Our journey 
will not be long. We ſhall foon ſee 
| © qurſelvesſettled in our hamlet ; where, 
| © when I arrive, 1 will write over the 
door of my houſe. theſe two Latin 
| © verſes in letters of gold; : 
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© Inveni portu ! Spes et fortuna valete! 


have in ſigning a deed to their own ad-. at me /ufiftls, ludite nunc alior 
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through Valladolid, where he vifits kts 
old maſter, Doctor Sangrado ; and meets 
accident with Signior Manuel Oden 

- ny e of the ieſ pita. 


I HILE 1 was getting ray 
for my departure from 
Madrid, with Scipio, on 
my journey to the Aſtu- 
rias, Pope Paul the Fifth 

named the Duke of Ler- 
the cardinalſhip. This 


ſition in the kingdom of Na N in- 
veſled that miniſter with the” purple, 
that he might engage him to make 
King Philip conſent to ſuch a laud- 
able deſign. All thoſe who were well 
acquainted with this new member of 
the Sacred College thought, hke me, 
that the church had made a fine acqui- 
ſition. 

Scipic, who would rather have ſeen 


me in a brilliant poſt at court, than 


buried in ſolitude, adviſed me to re- 
er- 
ſaid he, his eminence, 0 


© haps 


1 you o of priſon by the king's order, 


« will think it unneceſſary to appear any 


© longer irritated againſt you, and take 
vou into his ſervice again. Mr. 
'Y 785 pig,” .anſwered I, | 
© have forgot that 1 obtained my liberty 


on condition that I ſhould. 1 it ug 
Two Caſtiles immediately. 

do you think me already difguſted wich 
© my-caſtle ' of - Lirias? I "hack told you 


* once, and now 8 it, that if the 


+ 


pon gs 
Gil Bles ſts out for the Afuriasz poſes | 


pope be- 
ing defirons of eftabli ithiog the.” laqui- 


you ſeem. to | 


| 


mon 


« miſes him a thouſand 


0 from your reſolution. 


Fr 
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Duke of Lerma would reſtore me to 
© his good graces, and even offer me 
the place of Don Rodrigo de Caſde- 


* rona, I would refuſe it. My reſolu- 


© tion is taken. 


© them to Valencia. As for thee, my 
* friend, if thou repenteſt of having 
1 joined thy fortune to mine, ſpeak; 
am ready to give thee one half of my 


©drid, and puſh thy fortune 48 far as it 


* will. go.?“ 


How!“ replied my ſeeroidry; nertke 

at my words ; can you fa ſpeE & me * 
© having any repugnance” to follow you 
to your retreat? my zeal and at ach- 
ment are injured by your ſuſpicion. 

What ! Scipio, that faithful ſervant! 
« who, to ſhare your affliction; ' would 
© have willingly paſſed the remainder of 
© his days with you in the tower of Se- 


8 govial ſhall he feel any regret in 2 : 


* companying you to an abode that p 
leafures? 
no; I have no deſire of diſſuading yo 55 
I muſt own, I 
« was a little miſehievous, when T ad- 


{| © viſed you to ſhew yourſelf to the Duke 
© of -Lerma:; I wanted to ſound Ar 
wot 


that I might know if ſome ſe 
© ambition did not ſtill remain in your 


preaſt. Well then; ſince vou are fo 


* much detached from pomp and _gran- 
« deur, let us abandon the court imme. 


1 diately, and. go and enjoy thole in- 
-* noceat and delicious -pleafures,. of 


„which we have formed ſuch charming 


# 


I will go in queſt of 
| © my parents at Oviedo, and retire with 


ey, and thon mayeſt ſtay at Ma- | 


We actually ſet out in a few 
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by two good mules, and conducted by 
a young. man, with whom I. thought, 
proper to augment my train. We lay 
the firſt night at Alcala de Henares, and 
the ſecond at Segovia; ſrom whence, 
(without ſtaying to viſit the generous 
Keeper Tordeſillas) we got to Penaſiel ö 
on the Duero, and next day to Valla- 
dolid.“ At ſight of this laſt place, I 
could not help heaving a profound ſigh; 
and my companion, who perceived it, 
aſking the cauſe Child,“ ſaid I., I 
8 praftiſed *phyſick a long time in this 
city; and my conſcience upbraids me 
© with it this moment! methinks all the 
* fick people whom I killed come out of 
© their tombs, and ſeem ready to tear 
© me in pieces. What a fancy is this!“ 
ſaid my ſecretary : truly Signior de 
© Santillane, you are too good,” ' Why 
* ſhonld you repent of having laboured 
© in your vocation ? Obſerve the oldeſt 
© phyſicians ; do they feel any ſuch re- 
morſe , No, ſure: they ſtill go on in; 
their old courſe, with the utmoſt tran- 
« quillity, throwing the blame of all 
© fatal accidents on nature, and claim 
ing honour from every lucky event.“ 
True, ſaid 1; Dr. Sangrado, | 
© whoſe! method I faithfully. followed, 
© was a man of that character. Though 
© he ſaw twenty people die daily upon 
© his hands, he was ſo well convinced 
© of the excellence of bleeding in the 
arm, and plentiful draughts of warm 
' © water, which he called his two ſpeci- 
4 ficks in all kinds of diſtempers, that, 
© inſtead of ſuſpecting his remedies, he 
believed that his patients died becauſe 
« they had not drank and been blooded { 
enough. Egad!?, cried Scipio, 
burſting into a loud laugh; this muſt | 
© be an incomparable perſon!! —« If 
thou haſt any curiolity.to, ſee and hear 
him, ' ſaid I, thou mayeſt ſatisfy it to- 
© morrow morning, provided, Sangrado 
© be ſtill alive, and at Valladolid; which 
© can ſcarce believe, for he was very 
© old when I left him, and that hap- 
© pened a good many years ago.” . 
Our firſt care, when we arrived at our 
inn, was to enquire about that doctor, 
whom we learned was not yet dead; 
but being too old to viſit patients, or 
move about, he kad given place to three 
or four. doctors, who had acquired re- 


3 


N 


. Valladolid, an ancient city of 00d Caſtile, 


putation by a nem method of practice, 


which did not ſucceed a whit better 
than his. We relolved to ſtay all next 
day at Valladolid, as well to reſt our 


horſes, as to viſit Signior Sangrado, to 
whoſe houſe we repaired about ten 


o' clock in the morning, and found him 
fitting jo an ealy-chair, with'a, book in 
his hand. As foon as he perceived us, 
he got up, and coming towards me, 
with a firm ſtep, confidering his age, 


which was ſeventy, aſked our buſineſs 


with him, © Mr; Doctor, ſaid 1 to 
him, don't you recollect me? I have 
the honour to be one of your diſciples. 


* Don't vou remember a young man 
called Gil Blas, who formerly lived in 


© your houſe, and was your deputy?— 
What! is it you, Santillanc ]!“ anfwer- 
ed he, embracing me; * I fhould not 
© have known you again. I am very 


glad tofee you, What have you been 


* doing ſince you left me? You have, 
* doubtlel(s, practifed/phyiick all along!“ 
— I was, indeed,“ ſaid I, ſufficiently 
© inclined to that profeſſion, © which; 
© however, ſome ſtrong reaſons have 
© hindered: me from exercifing.?. 7 5 
80 ͤ much the worſe," replied San- 
grado. With the principles Which 
© you, imbibed. from me, yon would have 
become an expert phyſician, provided 
Heaven had given you grace to pre- 
© ſerve yourlelt from the dangerous ove 
* of chymiſtry. Ah, my ſon! conti- 
nued he, with an air of ſorrow; hat 
© a, change has happened in. phyſick 
* within theſe few years! That art is 
© robbed of all it's honour and dignity : 
© that, art, which in all times hath re- 
6 Sauen life of a nian, is now a prey 
« to raſhneſs, preſumption, and empi- 
* ricks.; tor their ations ſpeak ; and, in 
* a little time, the very ſtones will ery. 
© alond: againſt the cabals of theſe new 
* practitioners. Lapides clamabunt] There 
© are in this city phyſicians (or ſach as 


call themſelves ſo) who are yoked to 


© the triumphal car of antimony. Currus 
triumpſalis antimonii. Truants,. from 
* the ſchool of Paracelſus; adorers of 
© kermes, accidental curers, who make 
the whole ſcience of medicine conſiſt 


ain knowing how to prepare chymical 


drugs. What ſhall 1 teil you! every 


© thing. is turned topſy-turvy, in their 


in Spain, on the banks of the Piſuerga, ina 


moſt delighttul fituation, on a fertile plain. The inhabitants make up about four thouſand'fa. 
milies, among whom is a great number of nobility and genery: it is theſee of a biſhop; has an 
univerſity, and a conſiderable trade. Among o her Rately buildings, the great piazza is ond of 
the nobleſt, being the model of that of Madrid. conſiſting of five hundred arches with gilded 


5d 4 4 


bolconies. This city is walled, but not a place of ſtrength. 


borh-ſenesc4” 456: 
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Here are about ſeventy convents of 
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method. 


method. e e e, foot, for 
example, hitherto ſo ſeldom practiſed, 
is now. almoſt the only evacuation in 
_ ©. nife.. Thoſe purgatives which were 
formerly gentle and benign, are now 
changed for emeticks and kermes. 
The whole is a mere chaos, Where each 
 * does what he thinks proper; tranſ- 
- © orefling thoſe bounds of order and ſa- 
« gacity which our ancient maſters had 
nn preſcrib ed ons. : 
Whatever inclination I had to laugh 
at ſuch a comical declamation, I had 
power to reſiſt it. I did more: Lexclaim- 
ed againſt kermes, without knowing 
what it was, and at a venture wiſhed 
thoſe who invented it at the devil. 
Scipio, ee that I made myſelf 
merry with this ſcene, had a mind to 
att in it alſo. Mr. Doctor,“ ſaid he 
to Sangrado, as 1 am grand- nephew 
to a phyhcian of the old ſchool, give 
© me leave to revolt with you againſt 
« chymical medicines. My late grand- 
uncle {reſt his ſoul!) was ſuch a warm 
* partizan of Hippocrates, that he often 
+ battled. with quacks who ſpoke giſre- 
« ſpeafully. of that prince of phylick. 
© True. blood will always ſhew itſelf; 
1 would willingly perform the office 
© of executioner to thoſe ignorant in- 
„ novators of whom you complain with 
ſuch eloquence and juſtice. What 
diſorder mult theſe wretches create in 
. civil ſociety !* : 8 "RE 
That dilorder,' replied the doctor, 
eis more extenſive than you imagine. 
© My having publiſhed a book againſt; 
the robbers of medicine, was of no 
auſe: on the contrary, the miſchief 
daily increaſes. The ſurgeons, mad 
< with the ambition of acting as phyſi- 
« cians, think themſelves ſufficiently qua- 
4 lied, when there is nothing to be 
done but to give kermes and emeticks, 
to which they add blooding at the foot, 
© according to their own fancy. They; 
© even proceed ſo far, as to mix kermes 
in apozems and cordial. potions; and 
« ſo they are on a pur with your cele- 
rated preſcribers. This contagion. 
© has ſpread alſo among the cloyſters. 
There are ſome monks who act both as 
apotheearies and ſurgeons. Thoſe 
5 of medieinęe apply themſelves to 
chymiſtry, and compoſe, pernicious 
„drugs, win which they abridge the 
e lives of their reverend fathers.. In fine,? 
there ate more than ſixty monaſteries 
of men and women in Valladolid; ſo 
u may judge What ravage is made 
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Signior Sangrado,“ ſaid I, you have 
4.reaſon to be incenſed againſt theſe 
poiſoners. I groan in concert with 
with you, and ſhare your alarms for 
* the lives of mankind, which are ſo 
© manifeſtly threatened by a methad ſo 
different from youre I am very much 
afraid that chymiſtry will one day 
© occaſion the total ruin of phyſick; in 
the ſame manner as talfe money proves 
deſtructive to kingdoms. Heaven 


© near !? | Fa ; Bos 
At this part of our converſation, an 
old maid- ſervant brought in for: t! 
doctor a little light bread on a ſalver 
and a glaſs, with two bottles, one of 


other with wine. After he had eaten a 
morſel of the bread, he took a draught 
of liquor, in which indeed there were 


two thirds of water; but that did not 


ſave him from the reproach which he 
gave me a handle to vent againſt him. 
© Ah, ha!” ſaid I, Mr. Doctor, have 
1 caught you in the fact? you drink 
wine then! you have always declared. 
© againſt that liquor; you who, during 
« three-fourths of your life, have drank 
nothing but water! How long have 
* you atted ſo inconſiſtent with: your 
„ſelf? You can't excuſe yourſelf on 
account of your age; ſince in one part 
* of your uritings, you define old 


a natural decay that u ithers and con- 


ſumes us; and, in cenſequence of that 
.* definition, deplore the ignorance of 
* thule. people who ſtyle wine the milk 
of old men- What, therefore, can 
.* you ſay in your own juſtification ?? 

«You declare war againſt. me very 
© unjuſtly,” replied the old phyſician. 
+ Had I drank. pure wine, you would 
have had ſome reaſon ta look upon 
* me as an unfaithful obſerver of my 
© own method; but you ſee that my 
wine is very much diluted. “ Ano- 
* ther inconſiſtency, my dear maſter, 
ſaid I: don't you remember that you 
* blamed the Canon Sedillo for drink- 


© a great deal of water? Confeſs freely, 
that you are ſenſible of your error; 


and that wine is not a fatal liquor, as 


you advanced in your works, provided 
it be drank with moderation. 


who could not deny chat he had forbid 
the uſe: of wine in his books; hut ſname 
and vanity; hindered. him from-owni 
that my repronch was juſt, and he d 
not know what anſwer to make To 


Din them, by kermes united with eme- 
Licks, and;blogding in the, 00. 
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* grant that the fatal day be not too 


which was filled with water, and the | 
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ing wine, although it was mixed. with 
-' Theſe; words. perpjexts- the. Hofer, 
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ſniſted the diſcourſe; and in a moment 
after took leave of him, exhorting him 
to keep his ground ſtill againſt the new 
practitioners.  * Courage, Signior San- 
grado! ſaid I to him; be indefa- 


£ tigable in decrying kermes, and com- 


bat againſt blooding in the foot with- 
out ceaſing. HM, in ſpite of your zeal 
and phyſical orthodoxy, that empirical 
© race ſhould ſucceed in ruining true 
© difcipline, you. will at leaſt enjoy the 
© confolation of having done your ut- 
© moſt to maintain it.” „„ 
As my ſecretary and I returned to 
the inn, converſing together about the 
diverting and original character of the 
doctor, a man of about five and fifty 
or ſixty years of age paſſed us in the 
ſtreet, walking with his eyes fixed upon 
the nd, and a large roſary in his 
hand. I viewed him attentively, and 
eaſily recollected him to be Signior Ma- 
nuel Ordonnez, that pious director of 
the hoſpital, of whom ſuch honourable 
mention is made in the firſt volume 
of my memoirs. I accoſted him with 
at demonſtrations of reſpec, faying, 
gre Peet, laying 
« Health to the venerable and diſcreet 
« Signior Manuel Ordonnez ! the moft 
proper man in the world to manage 
the poor's money.“ At theſe words 
he eyed me narrowly, and anſwered, 
that he remembered my features, but 
could not recollect the place where he 
had ſeen me. © I was often at your 
© houfe,* ſaid I, while you had in your 
* ſervicea friend of mine called Fabricio 
Nunnez. Ahl Lremember you now; 
anſwered the director, with a ſatirical 
ſmile, by this token, that you were 
* beth arch lads, and played together 
* many tricks of youth. Well! what. 
© is become of poor Fabricio? every time 
1 think of him, I am uneaſy about his 
© circumſtances,” 
My motive, ſaid I, © for taking the 
© liberty of ſtopping you in the ſtreet, 
© was to give you an account of him.. 
© Fabricio is at Madrid, employed in 
© compoſing miſcellanies.— What do 
© you call miſce}lanies?* anſwered he. 
That is,“ ſaid I, he writes in proſe 
and verſe. He compoſes comedies and 
© romances; in a word, he is a young 
fellow of genius, and is very well re- 
c ceived in the beſt families.“ But,“ 
laid the director, how ſtands he with 


© his baker ?“ Not quite ſo well,“ an- 
ſwered I, © as with people of faſhion: 
© between you and me, I believe he is 
© as poor as Job.“ Oh! I don't at all 
'©£ doubt it,” cried Ordonnez. * Let him 


© member e n you will one 
© day ſee him in the hoſpitall?ZTl 
That may very well be,“ I replied: 


6 ws. circumſtances,” faid Manuel. 1 
had a regard for him; and would 
have, by raiſing him from poſt to 
8 pow procured a ſolid ſettlement for 
him in the hoſpital, had he not been 
* whimſical enough to ſet up for 4 


was acted by the players of this city: 
the piece ſucceeded, and from that 
« moment his head turned. He believed 
* himſelf another Lope de Vega; and 
« preferring the ſmoke of oublck ap- 
* plauſe to the real advantages which 
my friendſhip prepared for him, de- 
© manded his diſmiſſion. I remonſtrated 
in vain, that he was going to quit the 
-* ſubſtance, and run after the ſhadow. 
I could not detain this madman, who 
© was actuated with the fury of writing. 
© He did not know his own intereſt,” ad- 
ded he. The young man who ſuc- 
* ceeded him in my ſervice is a living 
proof of this. Having more judg- 


« bricio, he applied himſelf wholly. to 


© ſtudied to pleaſe me. Accordingly, I 
© have promoted him as he deſerved, 
© and he now actually enjoys two em- 
* ployments at the hoſpital, the leaſt of 
« which is more than ſufficient to main- 
© tain an honeſt man encumbered with a 
large family. 3 

| | of nh 
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Git Blas continues lis journey, and arrives. 
fafely at Oviedo. Te condition tn mic 
he found his parents. The death of his 

father, and the conſequences thereof,  * 


Fron Valladolid: we got in. four 
1 days to Oviedo, without 


| 


withſtanding the proverb, which: ſays, 
That robbers ſmelt the money of | 
. vellers afar off. We ſhould haue been, 

however, a pretty good baoty ; and ] y 
inhabitants of * cavern would have 
been ſufficient to carry off aur doubloons 


make 


his court to noblemen as much 
2 | | 


with caſe; for I had not learned to 
1 giro 


* wit. He compoſed a comedy, which 


© ment, and leſs underſtanding than Fa- + 


© the execution of his commiſſion, and 


with any bad accident on the road, not- 


4 


grow: ets at, Court 
my moro de mulasꝰ, didqot ſeem of a ha» 
 movr te die jo, defence of his maſter's 
purſe: Scipio Was the ee Hector a- 
men us.. „„ 
„it being night when we. atrived.in | 5 
town, we. went to lodge at an inn hard 
, - the- . uncle the aw pc 
rex. ILWas Win to under 
ſituation of my parents before ſhould 
| aus as their ſon 8 for this ging 
On 1 LR not. 
1 e 
or his wife, [ay ee — be. 
who were very well e 1 
affairs of their neighbours. In effect, 
the landlord, after Haring: _ me 
with attention, xecollect 1 
cried, * By St. Antonio de adus this! 
* is the ſon of 1 hgneſt Uſher, Blas: of 
5 Santillyne.!---+ Yes, truly.“ ald his 
wife, it is he jndeed!!-he-is very; little! 
altered it is the lame little-briſk Gi 
© Blas,,who! had always 8 in his hie 
© heart than heef on his bones I hne 
L stin ſee him coming to this honſe, 
+ with bir bottle, ante to; ae 
ee, 4 
„Madam,“ laid 1, «you! dave. A. very, 


Aa 6k 
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ro Blas of Santi 
that too well denoted 
an aſher, dre drew. near his exit. 
he wag enviroqed by the bad 
his ſenſes ba. not; quite * 2 5 
A dear friend, ſaid w A 
him, here is your ſon pore 
4 begs your forgiveneſs for the for 


| obſerviag, in ſpite 
Jei . Was very mu * 
with the $ of him, ſeemed moy 
my grief, and attempted to LY 
had not ſtrength enough to utter one 
| pig un It hold of one 2 bag 5 
and. while I bathed it with tears, unab 
to pronounce +:{yllable,. he expire Ha 
if he had waited for 725 arrival, before 
he would-breathe his" laſt. 3b 4 ah 
E. IP mother was too well pre 
ath to da immoderate h 


it, aud I was perhaps more | 
2 although DET 25 7 
$445 the lenit mark of frien 


: life... My being his ſon. was a 
cauſe for, me 40 —— him; be 


— 


bi happy memory; - biitz prey, Geli me 
news of m family s, my father and 

mother are doubtlęſo in no very; agree. 

able ve tro Dans ie but deo yay) 


bi: of his body by: 8 — q 
= Cannot % 
4 ; who has lived of leig- with the 


15 atone h far — dong walls is | 
-* obligedito ſerve av a-nurſe:to-both,* | 
On tbis report, which made me foe] |, 
 thas 1 was arſon, I left — Wit 
my equi at the inn; 
* my ſecretary, wie w — quit 
me, repaired to my uncle“ houſe; AJ 
188 1 appeared: before. my mother, 
——— I pare; 90 in .hes,.fig+ 
. before her eyes. 
Ave th ſ# 


laſt : you are com 


7 2 frueh with tha 
7 * be os . 
9 enen ee un! 
100 eee ee ee ee 
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< L508 er . 4 


10 and. by 4. 


wpbraided-myel.f 
by 12 his =D 4x . 


wy: which, was N 
re ahow waſt . dg Kong 
have enjoyed conveniencies hi bich 
revenue of the prebend could ng 

ford; and, pech 2 wouldit: haye 
« prolongetl-the life of thy father 0 
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The unfortunate G Gil Peter w as be- EN 
rr child ageing havin loft d bork his _ 
memory and jpdgment. ©! 


real affe 
what did. . lhe mother told bim 


that L was his nephew Gil Fr 3 ; 


ed at me with an unmeaning; eye, and 
made no anſwer. Ma . 


could not prom Lie lm in a con 
— Werke ph „ | 


47 9 rage e 
Sh; to. hin nes, 72 upon 3 an | 


8 table 
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1 he 
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por neg in wy: arms, With marks. of 
* ſeemed inſenſihle of 
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- "All this time 'Scipio” remained in'a | 
rtock of my afflic. 
endſtnp, nringled + 
| mine! As I concluded | 
that my mother, aſter ſuch a long ab- 
ſence, wanted to converſe with me, and 
that ſhe might be uneaſy at the preſenee 
'of a man whom ſhe did not know, I tobk 
bim aſide, and ſaid, Go, my child; 
go, and repoſe thy ſelf at the inn ; a 
* leave me here with, my* mother, who? 
perhaps will think thee'one too many 


25 


"melancholy filence, p. 
ti 955 through 
ighs it 


fir 
| his With 


” 


in a converſation'that will wholly turn 
on family affuirs. Scipio, rather than 


from Oviedo: fhe was minute in the 8K 


{ e your behalf; I recalled' all 
6+ 


' grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that 
Article. Ion, “ ſaid Lt my mother, 
I gave that r a very bad re- 
"'ception ; who, to be revenged, has 
- *80ubtlefs drawn a very frightful pic- 


ture of me. In that he did not fail,“ 


"anſwered ſhe; he told is that he found 
*© you ſo proud of the favour ofthe primes. 
% miniſter, that you ſcarce” deigned t 

« recolie& him; and, when he defcribed 
- air diſtreſs, heard him with the urmoſt 


a © indifference. As parents, added ſhe 1 d 
„always endeavour to find excuſes for 


a the behaviour of their children, we 
would not believe that you had ſuch 
"© bad heart. Your arrival at Oviedo 
5 juſtiſies our good opinion of you, and 
* apology 


logy.* FFV 333 
Fou wg doing gre? ee x |< 
the 


replied : there is a great deal of truth 
ein young Muſcada's report; When 
he vi 
by the care of making my fortune; 
* and the ambition that poſſeſſed me 


5 would not permit me to think of my 4 
3 * „ 2 8 ; - 7 5 9 bt . 


a 2 2 5 
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put us under any reſtraint; retired ; and 
1 actually diſcbürſed with my mother 
the beſt part of the night. We gave 
one another à faithful account of What 
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parents. It miſt dot therefore: be 
© wondered at, if, in this diſpoſi ion 1 
gave an un welcome reception to a man 
* who, accoſting me rudely, told me in 
*a brutal manner, that, hearing 1 was 
© richer than'a Jew,” he came to adviſe". 
© me to ſend you ſome money, of which 
you ſtood in great need: he even re- 
© proached my indifference” for my fa- 
* mily in very indecent terms? I was 
* ſhocked at his freedom; ard lo- 
ing patience, puſhed him by the ſhoul. 


| © ders out of my eloſet. Lon 1 was to 


* blame'in this rencounter: I ought to 
'* have'reflected; that it was not your 
fault if the grocer" wanted manners, 
and that his advice was never the 
© worſe for it's being brutally delivered. 


your * preſent ſorrow confitnis your 
p | | © LO MRX Ye bes: Th WY 


me, I was wholfy engrofſed | 


This was what I repreſented to my- 
* ſelf immediately after I had ſent Muſ- 
ada about his buſinefſs. My blood 


my duty to my parents; and, bluſhi 
for ſhame 4 performed 1 75 
ill, felt remorſe, which neverthelefs 
bean do me no honour with you, becaufe 
it was ſoon ſtifled by avirice and am- 


j] © bition : but having been afterwards 
the good lady was a little prolix in her 


impriſoned, by th king's order, in 
the tower of Segovia, I tei dangerouſ- 
'©ly in, and that happy diſtemper hath 
reſtored your ſon td s yes, it was 
* my diſeaſe and impriſoament that 
-© made nature reſume all her rights, 
and entirely detached me from court. 
now thirſt“ after ſolitude; and my 
* ſole motive for coming ti the Aſturias 
vas to entreat you to ſhare with me the 


preſ en 
funeral. That) ſaid 1, s ſnall de 


fa 
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_ fineſs was, En | 
already contrived the whole ceremo- 
© ny, and you may truſt to my diſcre- 


making a pom ; 
_ © be too modeſt for my huſband, whom 
- * all the ton knew to be à very indi- | 4 
| tified at the reception with which the 
people had regaled me, did not oppoſe 

my departure. What remained now, 
was to know how. I mould diſpoſe of 
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« tary, and has ſogh; zeal nod, giader- 


upon 
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« ſtanding, j that/ we may depen 
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Sͤ)carce had I pronounced theſe words, 
i when Scipio returned, it being already 
42 any and afking if we had any occaſion . 


r his ſervice in our perplexity, I told 


| bim that he came very ſeaſonably to re- 
ceive an important order; which I had 


to give. When he knew. what the Þu- 
h, ſaid he; I have 


tion. Beware, ſaid my mother, of 
$ burial: it cannot 


gent uber. Madam, replied. Sci- 


pio, 4 had he heen {till more needy than 

b he was, I would not abate two far- 
things of the expence: for in this Ire - 
8 . my maſter only; he has been the 
4 


ke of Lerma's favourite, and his fa- 
ther ought to be nobly interred. 
I approved of my ſecretary's deſign, 
and even deſired him to ſpare no coſt: 
the remains ot vanity which 1 ſtill pre- 


ſerved, broke out on this occaſion: 1 
flattered myſelf, that in being ata great | 
expence upon a father, Who 


ft. me no 
inheritance, I ſhould make the world 


admire my generous behaviour. My 


mother, for her part, whatever modeſty 
the affected, was not ill pleaſed to ſee 
her huſband buried in ſplendour, We 
therefore gave a charte blanche to SCi- 


pio; who, without loſs of time, took 


all neceſſary meaſures for a ſuperb fu · 


I 


e ſucceeded but tao well; and per- 


formed ſuch magnificent obſequies, that 
he brought the whole city and ſuburbs 


on my back; all the inhabitants of Ovi - 
edo, from the higheſt to the loweſt, be · 
ing ſhocked at my oſtentation. This 


miniſler, ſaid one, is in @ great hur- 
* ry to lay out money on Ai eee 


+ interment ; but he was in none to 


maintain him. He would have done 


better, faid another, * had he, ſuc- 


— 


| ſtones. . * „ „„I 
Io diſperſe the mab that was gather. 


« coured his father while he was alive, 
© than to honour him ſo much, now that 
he is dead.“ In ſhort, reproaches were 
not ſpared ; every one had a. fling at 


me: but they did nor ſtop here; they 
inſulted Scipio, Bertrand, and me, 
das we came out of the church, load- 
ed us witk revilings, and hooted us 
1 we walked along, and conducted 


rtrand to the inn with a noa er of 


ed before. my uncle's bouſe, there was 8 


i ; 


| * wrong.” - 


Sp Pnomgyr wo warns 4 2 r 


neceſſity for my mothers ſbew ing her- 
ſelf, and deelaring. that ſnhe wr aw” 

ly well ſatisfied with any; conduct. 
ran to the publiek- houſe, in order to 
| demoliſh; 
 tainly wouldehave dune, if the landlord; 
and bis | wifes hadhnot found means 10 


tram their deſig n. 


effects of the young 
me through the city, inipired me with 


where; otherwiſe, I ſhould perhaps ha 
my mother, who being 3 mor 


f 


© preſs: you to go along with me at prez 
not 1 l | 

not long to live, you mult promiſe to 
come to my eſtate immediately after 
his aſe.?/ : 


ſwered my mother; being reſolved 


Arias, in periect independence Will 
not you always, fad I, + be: miſtre(s 


reſumed: enz fall in love with 
ſome young girl, and marry her; then 
91 hail be e ee TONY 
« quently, we. cannot live together. 
© You foreſee misfortune,' ſaid I, at 
too great a.diſtance ;..1 have no inten- 


« ſtrike. me, depend upon it, Iwill oblige 
« my wife to be implicitly ſubmiſſive to 
« your will. That is promiſing t 

much. reſumed my mother: I ſhonld 


part of your wiſe rather than mine, 
f — far ſoever ſhe might he in che 


ENS 4 13 L 3 & 3M 
Vo talk reaſonably, Madam. 
verſation ; 1 am of your opinion, that 
rare. 


„ maſter, fince_you-ure- abſglutely re. 
| £ folved to;live in the Aſturias, V he 
in the kingdom of Valencia, he mutt 


| 2 7 very Years; Ny; theſe means, 


- 
1 I 
n : 15 2 
i " 


% 


ſuch averſion for my tomnſmen, that 1 
determined ſpeedily to leave Oviede, 


ent; but as, in all appearance, he has 


© ſubmuflive daughters - in- law are yery 
In the mean time, to accommo - 
date matters between 7 and. my 


— 


mei. 
chaiſe; and this they cer 

yy 
| appeaſe: heir fury, and diſſuade them 


e 
All theſe: affronts, which were the 
grocer's report f 


ſtaid a good while. This I plainly told 


| . Kitten +3 $0396 of | 
ill make no ſuch: promiſe an» 


in my houſe I don't know, the by 


© tion to marry-z but if the fancy ſhould 


want ſecurity for my bondſman ; and 
: would not even.ſwear, that, in our dif» 
putes, you would not even take the 


grant y6u. an allowance of ane hun- 
Ared piſtoles, which I shall bring hi- 


2 . p he's . A 4 
Ws ns : RX * ads oo 1 
of E 8. A 


— one 
+> 


— — - 
_— —_ - — - 
Kats ASS TOA SS ae OR, 20-4 "a, i LOR ae 4 


— 
n < 
* — — — — — o * 


— 


75 . em YR Gagras 
4 — - t — - 1 3 
— — . * 2 . = * 
———— Det ed ES W ISDA Da > 
| \ l 


her. Mother,“ ſaid I, *ſince”my un- 
« cle wants your aſſiſtance, 1 Will not 5 


to paſs the reſt of my days in the Aſtu - I 


cried my. ſecretary, joining in the con- 


4 
1 


* 


YG pls ee te e of Pam 


Ll 


' Hved at 


23522 — — — wv — — 


< happy at the diſtance of two hundred 
©leagues from one another.“ The par- 
ties concerned. approved of the propo- 
ſal : 1 paid the firſt: year's annuity per 


ing before break of day, that I might 
not be treated by the populace like 
another St. Stephen. Such wus the re- 


ception 1 met with in my on country. 
An excellent leffon for thoſe people -of 


the common rank, who, after having 
got a fortune abroad, return to the 
af their nativity,” and affect the gentle- 
manof porte 


25 7 arrives 4 Lirias, 

; deſcription of fs houſe. His reception; 

. with an account of the people he found 

NIE took the road to Leon, then to 

Valencia; and, continuing our 

Journey, —_—_ ſtages, in ten days ar- 
the 


cia, and at 


whence, next morning, we repaired to 
y eſtate, which is but three leagues 
iſtant from it. As we drew near this 
place, my ſecretary obſerved with great 
attention, all the country-ſeats that pre- 


right and left; and when he perceived 
ene of a grand appearance, he always 
pointed to it with his finger, and ſaid, 
s | wiſh that was our retreat.'— I don't 
© know, friend,” faid I to him, what 


* idea thou haſt formed of our habita- 
tion; but if you imagine that it is a 


© magnificent houſe, | ke that on ſome 


great © nobleman's eſtate, I tell you 


© beforehand, that you are furiouſly 


2 miſtaken. If thou haſt not a mind to 


© be the dupe of thy own imagination, 


_ _ © repreſent to thyſelf the imail houſe 
« «hich Horace enjoyed in the country 
« f the Sabines, near the Tyber, and 


*which' he received in a preſent from 


Me enas. Then l muſt ex pect to ſee 


« cotiage l' cried Scipio. Remem- 
ber, 1 replied, that 1 have always 
given you a very modeſt deſcription 


« of it; and this moment thou mayeſt 


« thyſelf judge whether or not I am a 
« faithful painter. Caſt thy eyes to- 
© wards the Guadalaviar, and obſerve 
* on it's banks, hard by that fſmall 


4 hamlet, the houſe conſiſting of four 


6 little pavilions; that is my caſtle.— 
e How the devil l“ ſaid my fecretary, 
with ſurprize: that houſe is a perfect 
jewel! Beſides, ihe noble air that 


* 


eity of Segorba; from 


5 the: mother and ſon will live very 


| - advance, and quirted Oviedo next morn- 


ſented themielves to his view, on the 
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j* theſe pavilions give it, it is/extremely = 
5 built; and furrounded by a more 
6 

: by way of excellence, The" terreſtriat 


ing country than even theneigh- 
od of Seville; /which is called, 


fe. Had we choſen our abode, 


©1t could not have been more to my 


© talle a river waters it with ies ſtream, 


4 and a thick wood lends it ſhade, when 


we are inclined to Walk it the mid- 
die of the day. What an amiable 
ſolitude this is! Ah, my dear maſter ! 
„in all appearance, we ſhall not quit 
© this place in a hurry. I am over- 


©joyed,” anſwered I, that thou art 16 


«well ſatisfied with. our aſylum, which 


© is' more agreeable fil than you ima- 


© pine.* Converſing in this manner, we 


approached the houſe} the gate of 


which was thrown open, as - foon' as 
Scipio ſignified that it was Signior Gil 


Blas de Santillane, who came to take 
poſſeſſion of his caſtle. At that name, 


ſo reſpected by thoſe ho heard it pro- 


nounced, my chaiſe was admitted into 


a large court, where 1 alighted; then 
leaning on Scipio, and taking ſtate 


upon myſelf, I went into a hall, where 


was ſcarce arrived, when ſeven or 
eight ſervants appeared. They ſaid 


| they came to preſent their homage to 


their new maſter ; that Don Ceſar and 


Don Alphonſo de Leyva had choſen 


them for my ſervice; one in quality of 


cook, another as cook's aſſiſtant, a third 
as ſcullion, a fourth as porter, and the 
reſt as lacquies, with orders to recewe 
ho money from me; thefe two noble- 
men intending to defray all the ex. 


pences of my hob ſe keeping; Maſter © 
oachin, the cook, who was the prin- 
cipal, and ſpokeſman of theſe domeſs. 


ticks, gave me to underſtand, that he 
had laid in a' large ſtock of the beſt 
wines in Spain; and told me, that as 
to eating, he hoped a young fellow, like 


him, „ ho had been cook fix years to 


the Archbiſhop of Valencia, muſt know 
how to compoſe: mp that would 
tickle my palate. 1 will,” added 


fall preſently to work, WS | 


* a ſample of my ſkill. Take a walk, 


| © Signtor, while dinner is getting ready; 
vit your caſtle, and fee if it be | 


in an 
© habitable condition.“ . 

1 leave the reader to ji 
or not - I neglected this viſit; and Sci. 


pio, ſtill more curious than I, dragged 
me from room to room. We ſurveyed 


the whole houſe from top. to bottom; - 
the leaſt corner, (as we imagined} dic 
not eſcape our intereſted curivofity ; and 


hd 


5 the 


76 


where occaſion deo admire = 


\ 


N 


till very handſome, though made while 


little vated in an vegas 4 8 
ving 
thoroughly examned hae a 5 
- u 


cook that Computed it. Al ev 
th wine of a moſt exquiſite reliſh; 


the inv ard ſatis iaction that he felt, ex - 


: fied 48 lle. 


a leve ret of an admitable fume:, made 


took pleaſure in having 


2 2 reat guſnes of water; the beauty of 
the 
theſe objects raviſned Scipio; but he | 


was in a particular manner enchanted 
with a long walk that led-by 2 Zentle 
| Ceſcent 


prefi the afterngon”s n 


oi — of Don Ceeſar l n bs 
Among other things, 4 was ſtruck — 
the appearance of tWo apartments, which 
were as well furniſhed as they poſſibly. 
could be without magnificence j one of 
them was hung with Arras tapeſtry, and 
had in it a bed and chairs of velvet, 


the Moors (ed the kin eee Va. 

lencia. e af t 

in the ſame taſte conſiſting of hangings 

made of old yellow Genoa damaſk, with 
a bed and elbow. chairs of the ſame ſtuff, 

doo with: fringes of blue ſilk. 2 5 

theſe effects, Which would have Nob 


there very conſiderable. 


ſecretary and 1 returned to the hal 
where the cloth was laid with rwo ca 
vers. We lat down at table, and in u 
moment was brought in an a fodrida; 
fo 1 ar we pitied the Arch. 
biſhop of Valencia for having loſt the 
mor- 
ſel we ea, my new lacquies preſented 
to us large glaſſes filled to the brims 


Scipio, ot daring to ſhew before them 


piefled himſelf to me by eloquent looks 11 
and I gave him to underſtand, by the 
fame language, that I was as welt dati. 
A. diſh of roaſt meat, com · 
poſod of two fat quails, which flanked 


us quit the olio, and finiſh our repaſt; 
Wen we had eaten like two gorman- 
dizers, and drank in] tion, we got 
up from table, and walked into the gar- 

n, 10 enjoy. a voluptuous fe efta,* in 
fome cool agreeable place. 

If my ſecretary ſeemed hitherto "RY 
tisfied: with what he had ſeen, he was 
ſtil more ſo. ven he beheld the garden, 
which he thought comparable even to 
that of the Eſcurial. 8 * is true, Don 
Cæſar, who came frequently to Lirias, 
it cultivated 
and embelliſhed: the walks well gra- 
velled and bordered with orange-trees, 
= great baſon of white marble, in the 
3 of which a brazen lion vomited 


owers, the variety of fruits all 
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| 


and was maded by: the interwoven 
boughs of th trees piantad on each ſide. 
Here we ſtopped to make the degium 
of a place ſo 5 lum againſt 
the heat of the. = down 
at the rot of a — = 
ſurprized two merry be oy who 

made ſuch a good dinner. Goes 


ue wey ton fan eee, 


Fan 


1 bey were wg 0 officious in und reffeg⸗ 


* Sicha; dera liege; the heat &f che dy from” al Garde” but tr ale w/e 
' enyoy ed every a by the 1 5 of hot teil. 
enckans of a Hark cher 


1 


E 


Pwo hours after, we ſtarted Py te 
fn by the noiſe of ſeveral hn, 
which ſeemed ſo near that we were 


frightened; We got up in a hurry, and 
repaired to the farmer's houſe, where 
we found 


eight or ten peaſants, all in- 
habit ants of the hamlerz who had ſcoured 
and fired their fuſils to celebrate mq ar? | 
rival, of which they had got notice. 
The greateſt part of them knew mez 
having ſeen me more than once at the 
caſtle, in the exerciſe of my ſtewardſtip. 
hey no ſooner perceived me, than 
they erieck all together, Bong life to 
© our new | maſter, Who is w come ta 
+ Lirias!” Then they loaded their 
and reguled me with a gene 
charge. I received them as courte«. | 
__ as 1 "con; preſerving my my cds. | 
however; thinking- it improper 
nl 2 familiar with 1 Faffured - 
Sew my protection, 'left- twenty Ky 
ee among them; and this, I be- 


eve, they did. not look as the 
moſt difagreeable part of my haviour. 
1 Leg left e at qu; 8 
powder, th my le- he. 


| contany 3 the „„ 5 ſtrolled | 
about till night, without prog: tired - - Bp 
ay bebolding the oves; ſo chaFm - 
is the firſt view of a nes poſſeſſion. | 
he cook, his dt, & ana ſcull 
were not ide in the mean e e. th | 
were buſy in preparing a 1 * ty | 0 
Dee that . had eaten 
and we were actually aſtoniſhed, when, - 
returning into the ſame hall where we 
had dined, we faw them place upon the - 
table à diſti of roaſted-partridges,” with - 
2 cite o of rabbit on one fidey” and on - 
the other a eapon in ragout; The next. 
courſe of  dainties' conſiſted of pigs- 
ears, pickled chicks, * and ereum- cho 
colate. We m_ 3 of Lu» 
cena, and ſeveral ſorts of excellent 
wine; anck when we faund we cult _ 
drink no more, without Nags. r Fs 
healths, we thought of Boi o bed. - i 
Then my lacquies, taking tg my %-. 
ducted me to the beſt apartment, u where- - 


- 


clima 
. 2 2 1 * is 


Fe — 195 Wee * FLY 
| me; 
: 3 N f 


_ = — — 
::. —?— . * oe 
a ; 
4 - 
* » 7 


— — 


S Ore 
* ws £34 


— og 


D 
4 


me; but when they gave me my gown 
and night cap, I diſimiſſed them; fay- 
Ing, with a magiſterial air, ( Deave nie; 


* ſent them all away; and keeping 
what he thought of the treatment I re- 


think you can't be treated better: 1 
© only wiſh that this may kalt.“ Len- 
4 tertaio no ſuch wiſh,“ Ke It ill 


2 Neither am I come hither to live in 


ewe want no more than Bertrand, a 
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7 Undrefſed, and went to bed; where 


abandoned myſelf to reflection, I re- 


n 
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raphina again; but that pleaſure was 


| Lorenga Sephora, who, perhaps, re- 


of me. Fatigued with all thele different 


not v ake till atter ſun - riſe. 
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'* gentlemen ; I have no farther occa- 
c ſion for you to- night“? "OR 


4 


Scipio for a little converſation, /aſked 


ceived by order of the noblemen of 
Leyva. In faith“ anſwered he, I 


becomes me to let my bene factors be 
at ſuch an ex pence on my account; 
© this were to abuſe their generoſity; 
© behides, I can't put up with feryants ' 


© who are paid by another; 1 ſhould } 


© not- believe myſelf in my own houſe, 


* a buſtle; we have no occaſion for 
£ ſuch a great number of domeſticks; 


© cook, a ſcullion, and lacquey.“ Al- 
though my ſecretary would not have 
been ſorry to live always at the expence 
of the governor of Valencia, he did not 
oppoſe my delicacy in this affair; but . 
conforming himſelf to my ſentiments, 
approved of the reform I intended to 
make. This being determined, he left 
me, and retired into his own apart- 


FV 
He departs for Valencia, to wifit the noble. 
- men of Leyva. His converſation with 
tem, and the kind reception he met with 
From Seraphina. „ Digs ie 


feeling no inclination ta fleep, I 


preſented to myſelf the friendſhip with 
which the noblemen of Leyva repaid 


my attachment to them; and, pene- | 


trated with thoſe new marks of their 
aftection, reſolved to go the very next 
day, and ſatisfy the longing impatience 
I had of fecing and thanking them for 
their favours. I likewiſe enjoyed, by 
anticipation, the pleaſure of ſeeing Se. 


not pure; 1 could not, without un- 
eaſineſs, conſider, that 1 muſt, at the 
fame time, ſupport the looks of Dame 


membering the adventure of the box on 
the ear, wauld not be overjoyed at ſight 


ideas, I at length fell aſleep, and did 


groſſed Þy-my-interided journey, dref- 


4 e& myſelf in a hurry. Juſt as 1 had 


done adjuſting myſelf, my ſecretary 
coming into my chamber, Scipio, ſaid 
I, 4 you ſee me ready. to ſet out for 
Vaſencia; I cannot make too much 

« haite- in going to ſalute the noble- 

men to Ala owe my imall for- 
tune: every moment that 1 delay to 
Lacquit myſelf of rhis duty, ſeems to 
« accuſemeof ingratitude. As for thee, 


] © my friend, 1 dilpenſe with thy atten- 


dance; ſtay her in my ublence;. and 
I will come back to; thee in eight 
ned; © pay. 
15 


days.“ Go, Sir, aged, 
your reſpects. to Don A 2 and 
* his father Who ſeem ſo ſenſible of your 
* zeal, aud grateful for the ſervices you 
© have done them; perſons of quality, 
© of that character, are ſo. raie, that 
they cannot be too much eſteemed.” 
I ordered Bertrand to get ready for our 
departure; and while he yoked the 
mules, I drank my chocolate; then I 
ot into my chaiſe, after having laid 
injunctions upon my people to regard 
my ſecretary: as my other ſelf, and to 
follow his orders as if they were my 
own, el f 5 e 


I arrived at Valencia in leſs than four 
hours; and going ſtraight to the gover- 
nor's ſtables, there alighted, left my 


| equipage, and was conducted to the 


apartment of that nobleman, who was 


then with his father Don Cæſar. I 
opened the door, and entering with. 
out ceremony, accoſted him in theſe 
words: * It does not become valets to 
© ſend in their names to their maſters: 
gere is one of your old ſervants come 
to pay his reſpects. So ſaying, I would 
have Kkneeled before them; but they 
hindered me from fo doing, and em- 
braced me, one after another, with all 
the expreſſions of gehuine affection. 
« Well, my dear Sanfiſlane, ſaid Don 
Alphonſo; have you been at Lirias - 
© to take poſſeſſion of your eſtate? 
es Ty replied 1; and 1 hope 
you will give me leave to reſtore it. 
« For what reaſon?” ſaid he: is there 
' © any thing diſagreeabie about it, that 
gives you diſguſt ““ Not in itielf, I 
reſumed; on the contrary, I am en- 
© chanted with it. All that diſpleaſes 
« me in it, is, to ſee Cooks of an arch- 
* bilhop, with three times more ſervanis 
© than I Want; which only ſerve to put 
« you to an expence equally uſeleſs and 
 confderavdie.! 8 Ps 
Ait, ſaid Don Cæſar, you had ac- 
© cepted the anuuity of two thouſand 


1 was ſfovu a-foot; and, wholly en- 


«© ducats which we offered at Madrid, 
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Fs ſhould have hank a 0 j 
wing you the houſe furniſhedias it is; 
| - it you faſed theſpenſton; 1 
add we thought we could de no lels 
4 malte you *ſonie*ortter fecom \ 
"© pence, leet. Tis: id 400 mut he Ire. 
2 by eee to- have Þ 
„been confined to tlie 'of the 
© eſtate, Wiiieh ih enelgR Wc _ 
« wiſhes; „But CxelullysHoffyburtoſt') 
« maintdining ſo many . 55 A great | 
« expetige;)Fadeclarg#t t:rhefo © People 
incommode and plugue me ig an, 
my ſofds, take back out ſtate,” or 
« allow ran > -&tording to me 
ori deſire danced: thele fast 
words with fuch'a' 1 wan air, that 
the father and ſon," who!did wot at all 
intend to lay me underfang«corifiraint; | 
promiſed, at length, chat L ſhould Aide g 
as I pleaſed in my. ,t; 
* thanked, mou . . pond 


ta 'e *their lie ieltas ; at 


bnd, e Aathere 
pre, with ſome ſevere ies 
hehee 1 conciu 
ke 1 should enlar 
hence and n e then merr 
| pene ©; Fhad dome igelinatt 
cloſe my ſentiments if Fm; 
ſtrained. pe LB» and this 
made me paſs, 4 the: 


Fautene et a Wai 
ag : 
ler Ander ng 


en 


ich to WE | 


uk ent Bi 


; S2 
Don Ceſar and his om ſeized: with 
| che-fame' deſſre, ſhit thethſelves 1 
(heir! apartments; -and 4; imp 
ſee a city, the beauty of EE 
lieurd ſo much extolled;” went v1 
the governor's palace. With a de 
ſtroll rhrougtt the fret Mt the'ga 
imet a oo; who accofted me oh 
words : for de Sagrilianey : 
. ate yo.“ e Fee 
1 who he was; Lam now; ſaid he. Doi 


e 


2 


Urſaf's valet de chambre; but was : 


| one or his lacquies While yo Was his. 


4fteward t 1 made my court c you 
15 morning, betauſe you! was ve 


friend Sahrillane at” Valencia is 4 

5 A ble t you as to me! hat 
hat he ought to be convinced of,“ 
After ſne: time hat not made he 
joſe the temembrante of che ice 


dhe did hey vnd-id the ratte '1] *A 


6 myſelſ owe him, add 'ithar en 
„ oughtitg have un vont abcount,*: 1. 
told the Lady Goes that E was 
but te Well requited for the danger; 
Ind thkved withther deliverers, in EK 
Valife for her fake After 
u compliments, 
phonſb brought me back en, Sera 
1 N ent, and? we f rejoiaed 
"Cult hom we wund ina Rall 
-with #Serat-perfons-df ener, lo 
* thereto Mummert | 15 
Ans gentlement cee _ 
? t teneſs j' age were "mo 
20 Ka b cavſe Dan Ca ſar trad'totd; 


| Foun that — ofethe Duke 
-f Lertnat's 


| — Fer- 


* haps; Hkewife, the; 

« - knew (it was byn 
0 

Valencia; for ever 


Be that ad it will, 


thing 118 nd N. 


— 22. 


Ko of the diſcourſe. 
Fa CEN | 


teſt port of eln 
dir that DU AI- 
2 — bf 


nere at) 
table, the new cardinal e the whole - 


£ keine 


think that happened 


| | «wu Don't vou remember; Wat t 
1 &x —— — ig of El: * N gave yournotice, that che ſur- 


the village'of- Leyva was pri- 
5 78 admire into” the chamber ok 
A jy pr 2 _ T' 1 
rgot hr 2:1 blitz; apf 
5 become of at 3 
laid he, after Four 1 
poor Frenture pined away, and 
died more zegretieg by Scraps than 
ob on Alp phony, wh teien very, 
e ee 2 2 dan 


wncho) for 
nan gp 1 5 881 1 = 
my walk ſighing at the re embrance 
[rd ans NE ears 

belt 


"Do 

y 
t 
* 


abe cant \ ent 
ing her fails, whith- * iure de 0 9 
i elf; Wihoiſt confiderin «that © was 
more ow to her dwn Fancer th: 
9 4 3 "that- 
eng marble 


palace of th "ar Age ably en- 
E fed my view, 45 e ne fine © 
Poreicos of the exchange ; but a lar 1 
eule * diſceri ed: 1 0 unc 

and” W ich T Aa „nit 1 
enter attract W 910 I 


i 


* 


e was foon ee whenT 1 
read! 


| 


Upon his emis * 
at his wrt 


opinion, of; the 475 
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| to" me; and 1 informed 2 ws 


ag ere s vlet'de chart p hav. | 
12 thus informed me ebe A's me- 
Dbn Al. 1 made | 


approached it, in order to know the rea- 
n of ſuch a great concourſe ot men and. 
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on a ſtone of black marble placed over 


5 La poſada repreſanues :* 
Ho ants players _—_ in their all, 
that 84437 that day, for the fir 


. a new tragedy comp . 
Gabriel Triaquero. N 

Wy. e 

. , here ie fers a 


forma l. 
. 8 oY 


1 Stopped Pets 3 at d. Fas 
to view the people Who went in; 
and obſer ved, that they conſiſted of all 
_ Tanks, . I ſaw. cavaliers ofa gentes! | ge 
mien, and richly dreſſ d, and ſuome fi- 
gures as ordinary as te clothes they 
wort. I perceived ladies of quality 
alight from their coaches, and. go. 00 
þet boxes,; which they had ordered to 


te ; 


oke ; and Sans. adventuxers go | 
| with;a view of alluring cullies. 8 
concourle of all ſorts of n 15 
delirous of increaſing the e 

2 Jun ſt as I was ou | to take a ticket, the 
Fovernor aud his lady arriving, diff * 
1 cerned me in the crowd; and ordering {| 
me to be called, carried me into their 


x, Where 1. placed myſelf. behind 


1 


0 | 
mew ITS a are 2 of tat 


c ing im word, it is a 


. 
ing 3 in order to liſten „ ith 


8 The began with 

prologue; every verſe. was attend. 
ed with Lebe at the end of 
each act there was ng or 
hands, that one would have thought 
the houſe. was falling. After the 


\ formance they. Ne we the aurbor, 


who went from.box to box, modeſt! 
"preſenting his head for the laurels with 
' which tlie. e 0t I pengarod 
tocrown 15 

We 8 to the governor's palace, 
where three or four kn knights 9 in 


a little time: thither alſo came two old 
l med in their way, with a 
m Madrid of underſtand- 

3 8 had all been at the 
. 6 oonverſation * ſupper 
uh, yr — the new piece. + Gentle- 
men, ſaid a k night of St. Jago, (What 


$1 is your opinion of chis tragedy? le it 
„not What vou tall a finiſhed work 2 
“ ſublime thoughes, tender ſentiments, 
5, manly: verſification, deficient in no- 


adapted 

to people of taſte . believe no. 
bady can be.iof A contrary: :opinian,' 
ſaid, the knight of Alcantara: the” 
i 1 is full of ſtrokes: that Apollo 
eems to have dictated; and of, ftua- 


them, ſo as to be able ta ſpeak to Nef „tions conceived. with inflttet art I 


with 7 1; Fong the > the pi | 
ople from top to bottom, the pit ve 

N pool 9 and the Lo watt | 
with knights of the three, pl hu or- 

ders. Here is, aid I to 1 —9 Al. 

257 78 © a;very nun 6 aſſembly 1245 

— 1 * muſt 7 ſurprized: y bod 

7 he; * the tragedy to 

® pre nted. is the r of. Don |. 


Triaquere, firnamed,: the 
8 © modſh. poet. As ſoon as the play- bills 
Cs ad vertiled a new thing Written by chat 
« author,t the whole. City) of Valencia was 
in a flutter: the men as well as he 
„omen talk of nothing but this piece; 
all the boxes are delpoke; and it de- 
gig the Felt day. of it's repreſentation. 
people ate ſqueezed a endea-! 
© youring to enter; alt every 
plage is double filjed except the pit, 
which, they dare not diſoblige . 


3 Such madogs aid Io the governor .* new 


— 1 "if ; © 
c new production of Gabriel, g ves — 1 unti 
den high idea of. the poet's genius.“ 7 1 ele v 


4 that eager curiohty of the 
that furious impatience to 


Ja this part of our: een 


1 hrs . Ks 
| 4. * r | 


4:5 ap 
'© addreſſing. him 


to this eee added he, 
elf tothe Caſtidiar; 
be . to be conndiſfeur and 11 
4 wager.he is of my ſenti ment. Don't 
© water, cavalier,” anſwered the gende- 
mam Wich a ſareaſtick imile we do 
nat decide ſo. haftily at Madrid: far 
from judging a piece at it's firſt repre - 
© ſentation, - we diſtruſt its beauties 
.* while they are in the mouths bf the 
+ aftors;: and how well ſoever we — 
ROE de affected to ng author, ſu 
j it un 
FILED Ter. e us the 
une upon paper that we re- 
Ci my from it on the ſtags. We ſeru- 
© pul-ully examine a poem 


ita — 


| m. before; we 
a eſteem it, without - beivg -dazzled , 
ery. '© the author's — how , 


4 Vega 


© ſoever ii mn be; When Lope 
— and. 8 — 


ede, ried. the . | 


4 *. 
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* 


not ſo mu 


Jago; * we are not ſo fearful as you: 


but in the firſt repreſentatien fix it's 


« value: there is not even occaſion for 
* our liſtening to it with great atten- 


© tion; if we know it to be a produc- | 


© tion of Don Gabriel, that is enough 


to convince us that it is without 


* blemiſh. The works of that poet 
« ought to ſerve as an epocha for the 


birth of taſte: your Lope's and Cal- 


« derona's were but apprentices in com- 
© pariſon of this great maſter of the 


 * ſtage!” The gentleman, who looked 


upon Lope and Calderona as the 
Spaniſh Sophocles and Euripides, was 

ſhocked at this raſh aſſertion. Such 
* dramatick ſacrilege!ꝰ cried he. Since 
* you oblige me, gentlemen, to judge, 
like you, from à firſt repreſentation, 

I muſt tell you, that I am not at all 
© ſatisfied with this new tragedy of your 


Don Gabriel: it is ſtuffed with ſtrokes 


5 than ſolid; three parts 
in four of the verſe are bad, or mif- ' 
rhimed; the chatacters ill Conceived, 


and ill ſupported; and the ſentiments 
are often very obſcure.” © © | 
The two authors who were at table, 
and who, through a reſerve as com- 
mendable as rare, had ſaid nothing, for 
fear of being ſuſpected of jealonſy, 
could not help applanding the gentle 
man's ſentiments with their eyes; which 
made me 3 855 that their filence. was 
ch owing to the perfection of 
the work, as to other prudential rea- 
ſons. As for the knights, they began 
again to praiſe Don Gabriel, whom they 
even placed among the gods. This ex- 
travagant apotheoſis, and blind ido- 


latry, made the Caſtilian loſe all pa- 


tience: he lifted up his hands to hea- 
ven, and all of a ſudden exclaimed, in 
a fit of enthuſiaſm, O divine Lope de 


ha hs 1 rare and ſublime genius? who 


« haſt left an, immenſe ſpace between 
© thee and all the Gabriels who attempt 
to reach thy excellence !—and you, 


© energetick Calderona! whoſe elegant 


« ſoftneſs, purged of epick ſtifneſs, is 
« inimitable ; do not fear that your altars 
* will be demoliſhed by this new pupil 
© of the muſes, who will be very 2 
« if poſterity, which you will delight, as 
«you delight the preſent age, ſhall hear 


'* his name mentioned.” 


This pleaſing apoſtrophe, which no- 
body expected, raifed the laugh of the 
whole company, which got up from | 


table, and parted. I was conducted, 


dy Don Alphonſo's order, into an apart 


ment prepared for me: 


there I tound 
2 0. $3. 2 Fa ' : | 


GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 


K 
3 > — — (ü.. ⏑————— ,,,. ]—⏑— . ²—ß⅝r“ . Ig Cy Up 4 TT 99s RA 


| 


F 


———— — WW 


a good bed, in which my worthip went 
to fleep, deploring (like the Caſtilian 

gentleman) the injuſtice which ignorant 
people did te Lope and Calderona. 


Gil Blas, walking through the Araeli of 
Valencia, meets a friar whom he thinks 
he knows. An account of that friar.  , 


A® I had not ſeen the whole ity iu 
my firſt excurſion, I went out next 
day, with an intention to take another 
walk; and perceived in the ſtreef a 
Carthuſian friar, who, doubtleſs, was 
going to tranſact the affairs of his con. 
munity. He walked with downcaft 
eyes, and fo devout-an air, that he atk. 
trated the notice of every body. As 
he 22 cloſe by me, I looked at him 
with attention, and thought I ſaw in him 
the very perſon of Don Raphael, that 
adventurer who maintains ſuch an ho- 


. 


\ 


nourable place in the two firſt volumes 
i 


of my Memoirs. i n 

I was ſo much aſtoniſhed; ſo ſtruck 
with this meeting, that, inſtead of ac 
coſting the monk; I ſtood immaveable 
ſome minutes; during which he was 
gone a pyood way from me. + Juft 
© Heaven l' ſaid I; were ever two tates 


more alike ! What muſt I think of this 


affair? Cun it be Raphael indeed? or 
* can 1 doubt that it is he?“ I was too 
curious to know the truth, to remain 
long where I was. I aſked the way to 
the monaſtery of the Carthuſians, whi- 


ther I inſtantly repaired, in ho 


ſeeing my man again when he Id 
return, and firmly reſolved to ſtop and 
ſpeak with him. I had no occaſion to 
wait for this: when 1 came to the gate 
of the convent, another face of my ac- 
quaintance turned my doubts into cer- 
tainty ; I recollected in the porter my 
old valet Ambroſe de Lamela. ' - 

We were equally ſurprized to find 


one another in that place. Don't 1 


dream! ſaid I, ſaluting him; is it 
actually one of my friends whom 1 
© behold ' He could not recal me at 
firſt, or feigned hiniſelf ignorant of: my 
features; but, conſidering that this ſeint 


was uſeleſs, he affected the air E N 
fon who remembers a thing all df a 


ſudden : * Ah, Signior Gi Blas,“ cried 
he; forgive my want of memory. 
« Since I have lived in this holy place, 


+ and applied myſelt to fulfil the du ies 
* preſcribed by our rules, | lofe ii ſen : biy 


the remembrance of what I have ſeen 
4 in the world.” 


[ am ſincerely rejoiced,' ſaid 1, to 


Nn 


% 


oy + 
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ſee you, after an abſence of ten years, | © was before hardened. againſt repen- _ 
*1n;fuch a reyerend-dreſs.—*. And I, | ** tance, is now. torn with remorſe,” — 
he replied, am aſhamed to appear in | * Ah, dear Ambroſe !“ reſumed my 
© it before a perſon who has been wit-- | © comrade, .** we are two ſtrayed ſheep, 
© neſs of the wicked life I led. This “ whom the Heavenly Father, 80 
e 
he 


. ˙ m] IIS 
* 


-£ dreſs inceſſantly upbraids me. Alas!” | © pity, intends to bring back into t 
added he, fighing profoundly, * to be | «fold, It is he, my child! it is 
\. ©worthy of wearing it, I ought to have [Who calls us! Let us not be dea to 
lived always in innocence.*—* By this | * his voice; let us renounce cheating, 
« diſcourſe, with which I am charmed,” . quit the libertiniſm in N 
I reſumed, my dear brother, one may | © and begin from this very day to la- 
© ſee that you have been touched by the | © bour ſerioufly in the great work of 
finger of the Lord, I repeat the aſ- © our ſalvation. We muß ſpend. the reſt 
ſurance of my joy at the occaſion; and of our days in this convent, and con- 
long earveſtly to hear in what mira- * ſecrate them to piety and penitence,” 
*culous manner you and Don Raphael * I applauded Raphaels ſentiment,” 
have entered into the righit way; for | continued Brother Ambroſe; and we 
I am perſuaded that it was he whom I | © formed the generous reſolution of be- 
« juſt now met in the Carthuſian habit. | * coming Carthuſians. To put this in 
J am ſorry that I did not ſtop him in | © execution, we addreſſed ourſelves to 
*. the. ſtreet, and ſpeak to him; and I | * the father, who no ſooner underſtood 
© wait here for his return, in order to | © our defign, than, in order to prove our 
repair my neglect.C I © vocation, he accommodated us with \ 
© You are not miſtaken,” ſaid La- | * cells, and we were treated like monks 
melato me; it was Don Raphael him- during a whole year. We followed 
« ſelf whom you ſaw; and as to the | © the rules with ſuch, exa&neſs and 
« detail you deſire, here it is. After we | © joker that we were received 
4 parted from you, near Segorba, the | © among the novices. We were ſo well 
ſom of Lucinda and I took the road to | * ſatisfied with our ſituation, and fo ful 
«© Valencia, with a deſign of playing ſome | *« of ardour, that we courageouſly un- 
* new trick of our profeſſion in that 3 derwent the toils of the noviciate; we 
city. One day, by accident, we went | © then profeſſed; after which, Don Ra- 
© into the church of the Carthuſians, | * phael appearing endued with a genius 
4 while the monks. were ſinging pſalms | © for buſineſs, was choſen aſſiſtant to an 
in the choir. We conſidered them | © old father who was at that time ſoli- 
« attentively, and experienced that even | © citor.. The ſon of Lucinda would 
© the wicked cannot help honouring | * have rather. ſpent his whole time in 
virtue. We admired the fervour with“ prayer, but he was obliged to ſacri- 
© which they prayed to God, their mor- | fice his inclination to the good of the 
© tified air, their minds detached from | * convent, He acquired ſuch a periect 
© the pleaſures of the age, as well as the © knowledge of the intereſts of the houſe, 
« ferenity that reigned in their counte- | © that he was deemed capable of filling 
« nances, and ſo well expreſſed the re- | * the place of the old ſolicitor, who died 
© poſe of their conſciences. ] three years aſter, Don Raphael ac- 
While we made theſe obſervations, [ © tually exerciſes, that employment at 
we fell into a reverie-that became very, preſent, and acquits himſelf in it to the 
« ſatutary unto us. We compared our great ſatisſaction of all; our, fathers, 
©« morals with thoſe: of the good monks, © who praiſe his conduct very much in 
and the difference which we found, |.* theadminiſtration of our temporalities. 
filled us with ſorrow and diſquiet.;| What is very ſurprizing is, that, in 
«© Lamela,” ſaid Don Raphael to me, |. * ſpite of the care of collecting our re- 
when we came out of the church, |-* venues, with which he is inveſted, he 
e how art thou affected with what we! | * ſeems engrofſed by eternity alone; 
have ſeen? For my part, I cannot | © and: when his buſineſs leaves him a 
« conceal from thee the anxiety of my. | moment to himſelf, he employs it in 
% mind. I am agitated by emotions | © the moſt*profound meditation. In a 
« hitherto unknown to me; and, for. word, he is one of the holieſt monks in 
« the firſt time of my life, my conſcience |. * our monaſtery.” | . 
« upbraids me with my iniquity.“— | In this place I interrupted Lamela 
« J am in the ſelf-ſame diſpoſition,“ | with a tranſport of joy, that 0 arrived. 
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e anſwered I; the evil actions which | at the fight of Raphael, who arrived. 
y 


% ] have committed, at this inſtant riſe | * There,” cried I, there is the ho 
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en 


#* up againft me; and my heart, which: | ſolicitor for whom I waited ſo impa- 
* Chently!? 
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tiently l' At the ſame time I ran up, 


and embraced him: He received my 
ſalutation with a good grace; and, 


without diſcovering the leaſt ſurprize 


at meeting, ſaid to me with a voice full 
of ſweetneſs, * God be praiſed, Signior 
de Santillane! God be praifed for the 


© pleaſure I have in ſeeing you! 


* happineſs. Brother 


Truly,“ I replied, my dear Raphael, 
„ ſhare as much as poſſible in your 
Aare 8 re- 


counted to me the hiſtory of your 


© converſion, and I was charmed with 
© the narration. What advantage have 
« you both, my friends, in being able 


© to flatter yourſelves, that you are of 


the ſmall number of the ele, who 


will one day enjoy eternal felicity!? 


Two wretches, ſuch as we are, re- 
ſumed the ſon of Lucinda, with an air of 
great humility, * ought not to conceive 
«ſach hopes; but the repentance of 
« ſinners makes them find favour with 
the Father of Mercy. And you, Sig- 
© nior Gil Blas,“ added he, don't you 


 *alfo think of deſerving pardon for the 


* crimes you have committed? What 


© buſineſs brings you to Valencia? Don't 
© you unhappily fill ſome dangerous em- 
5 ployment in this place ??—* No, thank 
« God!” I replied; * ſince I quitted the 
court, I have led the life of an honeſt 
man. Sometimes, at an eſtate I have 


' © ſome leagues from hence, I enjoy the- 


« pleaſures of the country; and ſome- 
times I come to make merry with the 
Governor of Valencia, Who is my 


friend, and one who you both know 


perfectly well.” | 
Then 1 recounted the hiſtory of Don 


Alphonſo de Leyva, to which they 


likened with attention; and when I told 


them that I had carried from that no- 


bleman to Samuel Simon the thouſand * 


ducats which we had ſtole from him, 


Lamela interrupted me, and addreſſing 


himſelf to Raphael, Father Hilary, 


ſaid he, * at that rate, the merchant has 


© no cauſe to complain of a robbery, for 
which he has received reſtitution with ' 


« uſury; and we: ought to have quiet 
« conſciences on that article.! Really, 


ſaid the ſolicitor, © Brother Ambroſe” 
and I, before we entered this convent, 
i ſent privately fiſteen hundred ducats 
4 to Samuel Simon by a worthy clergy- 


man, who took the trouble of going 


- © to Xelva, in order to make that reſti- 


— 4 


fff 


4 ; 


© tution : ſo much the worſe for Sa- 
* muel, if he was capable of ont s ; 


« that ſum, after having been reimbu 
ded of the whole by Signior de San- 
„tillane.— But, faid I to them, are 
ieee OV Bt e ee 
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* 2 ure that your fifteen hundred 
© ducats were faithfully remitted to him 2? 
'—* Queſtionleſs,” cried Don Raphael; 
I will anſwer for the clergyman's in- . 
© repgrity, äs much as for my o-] rin. 
And I will join in the ſecurity,” ſaid 
Lamela; © he is a holy prieſt, uſed to 
© theſe ſorts of commiſſions, and has 
© had, for things depoſited in his hands, 
two or three law-ſuits, which he gain- 
ed with coſts,” F 
Our converſation laſted ſome time 
longer; then we parted, they exhort- 
ing me to have always the fear of the 
Lord before my eyes; and I recom- 
mending myſelf to their devout prayers. 
Going ltraight to Don Alphonſo, © Yeu 
© can't gueſs,” ſaid I to him, with whom 
I have had a long converſation! 1 
have juſt parted with two venerable 
Carthuſians of your acquaintance, one 
called father Hilary, and the other 
Brother Ambroſe. . You are miſ- 
* taken,” anſwered Don Alphonſo; I 
© know not one Carthuſian.'—* Pardon 
me,“ I replied; you ſaw at Xelya 
© Brother Anibroſe commiſſary, and 
Father Hilary ſecretary to the Inqui- 
© fition.'—* Gobd Heaven!” cried the 
governor with ſurprize; © is it poſſible 
© that Raphael and Lamela are become 
* Carthuſtans ?*'—* Yes, indeed,” faid 1; 
they have been profeſſed monks ſome 
years. The firſt is ſolicitor, and the 
«© other porter of the convent.” 

Don Czfar's ſon muſed ſome mi- 
nutes, then ſhaking his head, Mr. 
« Commiſſary of the Inquifition and his 
© ſecretary, ſaid he, © are, in my opi- © Þ 
nion, bent upon playing ſome ne, 
* farce here.” — © You are prejudiced 
* againft them,” anſwered J. For my 
«own part, having converſed with 
them, I judge more favourably of their 
© intentions. It is true, we cannot dive 
into the heart; bat, in all appearance, 


«they are two converted ſinners.“ 


© That may be,” reſumed Don Alphofo ; 
there have been many libertines, who, 
after having ſcandalized the world'by 
their irregularities, ſhut themſelves 


up in cloyſters, to perform a"rigorbus 


© penance, and I wiſh our two mohks 
© may be af that ſort.'—* Why ſhould 
© they not? faid 1: © they have volun- 
'* tarily embraced a monaſtick life, and 
have already lived a long time like 
good friars.—“ You may ſay what 
you pleaſe," replied the governor 1 
don't like that the convent's caſh " 
«© ſhonld be in the hands of that ſame 
Father Hilary, whoſe integrity I can. 


not help diſtruſting. When 1 remem- 


* MG 
9 N n "2 8:53 ew: 4S ber 


* 

1 
U 

4 

a 
3. 
33 
14 
4 
. 

#4 
u 

4 #34 
* 
1 

* 
„ 
10 
yg: 
748 
"MF 
© 1 
wa 
* 
LS 
Fn ; 
ih 

. e 

is 
%Y 5 i” 
4 
„ 
11 
1 
# 
$9 
wy 
* 


2 
4 
4 
i 
1 
of 
0 
E 
5 
bs 
. 
I 
\ 
1.7 
, 
; 
r 
(4 
» as 
* 
5 
7 
5 
3 
5 
k 
* 
4 
4 
— 
# - 
2 
# 
- 
5 
„ 
EY 1 
* 4 
+: not k 
. 
of + 
5 $ 4 
* A * 
wt 
Ft 
' — 
Q 
4 
13 1 


— 


— 


22 


— — * 
n 
* 
- Palit C — 


5 
<; ACE, us 


— 


— 


* r 
» 


e 
4 book vs % 2 


E 


0 —— 
n 
as - — 3 8 d. — 


_* adventures, I tremble for the Car- 
* thuſians, I would willingly believe 
with you, that he has taken the habit 
* from a very pious motive, but the 
_ © fight of the caſh may awaken his cu- 
* pidity. , A reformed drunkard ſhould 
never be left in a cellar. | 
The ſuſpicion of Don Alphonſo wa 

fully juſtified in a few days. Father 
Solicitor and Brother Porter diſappear- 
ed with the caſh. This piece of news, 
which was immediately ſpread all over 
the city, afforded great mirth to the 
wits, who always rejoice at the miſ- 
fortunes which happen to endowed 
monks. 
we pitied the Carthuſians, without 
boaſting of our acquaintance with the 
two apoſtles. 8 


II. 


Gil Blas returns to his caſtle of Lirias ; 
hears an «ary piece of news from 
Fipio; and makes a reform in his houſe- 
keeping. | | 
1 Spent eight days at Valencia in high 
1 taſte, living among counts and mar- 
quiſfes, Shews, balls, concerts, enter- 
tainments, converſations with the ladies, 
and other amuſements, I enjoyed by the 
favour of the governor and his lady, to 
whom I paid my court ſo ſucceſsfully, 
that, when I ſet out for Lirias, they 
were ſorry to part with me. They even 
_ obliged me to promiſe, that I would 
divide my time between them and my 
ſolitude ; and it was agreed, that I 
ſhould live at Valencia in the winter, 
and ſpend the ſummer at my on houſe. 
This convention being made, my bene- 
factors gave me liberty to go and enjoy 
their favours. | 
Scipio, who impatiently expected my 
return, was overjoyed at ſeeing me; 
and I redoubled his pleaſure by a faith- 
ful report of my journey. Well, my 
« friend,” ſaid Ito him afterwards, how 
didit thou ſpend the day in my ab- 
« ſence? didſt thou divert thyſelf agree- 
ably ?—* As well,” anſwered he, as 
a ſervant could, to whom nothing is 


* ſo dear as the preſence of his maſter. 


5 ] have walked all over our {mall ter- 
\ 6 ritories, Sometimes . ſeated on the 
$ brink of that fountain which is in our 
wood, I took pleaſure in contemplat- 
ing the beauty of it's waters, which 
are as pure as thoſe of the ſacred foun- 


" tain, that makes the vaſt foreſt of Al- 


1 buna echo with it's noiſe; and ſome- 
times, ſtretched at the root of a tree, 
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© ber” that fine detail he gave us of his. 


As for the governor and me, 


ti ful proviſion of it. 


— — — ———— 


— 


* heard the linnets ſing, and the nightin- 
6 gales tune their ſong. In ſhort, I have 
© hunted, I have fiſhed ; and what gave 
© me more ſatisfattion than all other 
© amuſements, I have read ſeveral books 
© as uſeful as entertaining. 

I interrupted my ſecretary with pre- 
cipitation, to aſk where he found theſe 
books. I found them, ſaid he, in a 
* handſome library, which Maſter Joa- 
chint ſhewed me in this caſtle.'— Ha! 
in what part,” ſaid I, can this pre- 
© tended library be? Did we not viſit 
the whole houſe on the firſt day of 
our arrival?” - So you imagined,” 
anſwered he; but you muſt know we 
* ſurveyed three pavilions only, and 
forgot the fourth, where Don Cæſar, 
when he came to Lirias, uſually em- 
: mores a part of his time in reading. 
* There are in this library exceeding 
good books left for you, as an afſured 
© entertainment, when our gardens, 
« ſtripped of their flowers, and our woods 
© of their leaves, ſhall have nothing left 
to amuſe us. The noblemen of Leyva 
have net done things by halves, but 
provided food for the mind, as well as 
for the body.” 5 

Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, 
I followed him into the fourth pavi- 


lion, which preſented a very agreeable 


ſcene to my view. I beheld a chamber, 
which from that hour I deſtined to be 
my apartment, as it had been Don Cæ- 
far'ss The bed of that nobleman was 
ſtill there, together will all the reſt of 
the furniture; that is, a tapeſtry with 
figures repreſenting the rape of the Sa- 
bine women. From this room I went 
into a cloſet, ſurrounded with low preſſes 
filled with books, over which · appeared 
the portraits of all our kings. There 
was alſo hard by a window, from whence - 
we had a view of a moſt delightful 
country, and an ebony bureau ſtanding 
before a large ſopha, covered with black 
moroquin. But I beſtowed my chief 
attention upon the library, which was 
compoſed of philoſophy, poetry, hiſtory, 
and a great number of romances on the 
ſubject of knight-errantry. I concluded 
that Don C#ſar loved this laſt kind of 
writing, ſince he had made ſuch plen- 
I muft confeſs, to 
my {ſbame, that I was no leſs pleaſed 
with thoſe productions, notwithſtanding - 
all the extravagancies with which they 

are interwoven; whether it was owing : 


to my being at that time no very con- 


ſiderate reader, or that Spaniards in 
general are too much captivated by the 


| marvellous. I will ſay, nevertheleſs, 


that 


* 


._ GIL BLAS 


that 1 took more pleaſure in ſprightly 


books of morality; and that Lucian, 
Horace, and Eraſmus, became my fa- 
yourite authors. N 1 

Friend, ſaid Ito Scipio, when I had 


7 


ſurveyed my library, here is amuſe- | 
ment indeed; but our preſent buſineſs | 


is to retrench our honſe-keeping.'— 
—* ] will ſpare you that taſk,” anſwered 
he, During your abſence, I have 
« (tudied your people, and now may 
© boaſt of knowing them perfectly well. 
Let us begin with Maſter Joachim, 
© who, I believe, is a complete rogue, 
and 1 don't doubt that he was turned 
out of the archbiſhop's ſervice for 
* having committed arithmetical 'blun- 
ders in his accounts. Nevertheleſs, 
« we muft keep him for two reaſons; 
the firſt is, becauſe he is a good cook ; 
and the ſecond, becauſe 1 ſhall always 
© have an eye over him: I will be a 
© ſpy upon his actions; and he muſt be 
« as cunning as the devil if he be able 
© to deceive me. I have already told 
* him, that you intend to diſmiſs three- 
fourths of your ſervants; a piece of 
© news that gave him ſome pain; and 
© he aſſured me, that, feeling an incli- 
* nation to ſerve you, he would, rather 
© than leave the houſe, be contented 
« with the half of his preſent wages; 
© a circumſtance which makes me ſu- 
_ © ſpect that there is ſome girl in the vil- 
lage from whom he would not willing- 
© ly remove. As for the cook's aſſiſtant,” 
added he, he is a drunkard ; and the 
1 E an inſolent fellow, for whom we 
© have not the leaſt occaſion, any more 

© than for the fowler; 1 can eaſily fill 
© up the place of this laſt, as I will ſhew 
you to-morrow, ſince we have plenty 
« of fuſils, powder, and ſhot. With re- 
« gary to the lacquies, there is one of 
* them ſrom Arr.gon, ſeemingly a good 
lad, him we will keep; the reſt are 
©ſach rogues, that I wonld not adviſe 
« you to retain them, even if you wanted 

© an hundred valets' 
HFaving maturely deliberated on this 
affair, we reſolved to keep the cook, 
icullion, Arragon footman, and rid onr- 
ſelves honourably of the reſt. This 
was executed that very day, by means 
of ſome piſtoles, which Scipio took 
from the ſtrong box, and divided among 
them by my order. When he had 
made this reformation, we eſtabliſhed 
a certain order in the houſe, regulated 
the office of each domeſtick, and be- 
an tolive at our own expence. I would 
Cavs been contented with a frugal ordi- 
nary ; but my ſecretary, who loved ra- 
4 
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gouts and dainties, was not the man to 
leave Mr. Joachim's ſkill unemployed. 
He kept him ſo well at work, that our 
dinners and ſuppers might have ſerved 
a company of Bernardine monks. *' © 


"CHAP. VIII. 
The amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antoni. 
TWO days after my return from 


4. Valencia to Lirias, Bail the la- 


bourer, my farmer, came in the morn-- 
ing to aſk leave to preſent Antonia his 
daughter, who, he ſaid, wanted to have 
the honour of ſaluting her new maſter. 
I told him, that it would give me great 
pleaſure ; upon which he went out, and 
returned foon after with the fair Anto- 
nia: I think I may give that epithet to 
a maid of ſixteen or eighteen years, 


who, with the moſt regular features; 


poſſeſſed the faireſt complexion aud 
fineſt eyes in the world. Though ſhe 
was clad in a ſtuff gown, her rich air, 
majeſtick port and graces, that do not 
always accompany youth, dignified the 
ſimplicity of her dreſs. She wore no 
cap on her head, her hair being tied up 
behind with a knot of flowers, in the 
manner of the Lacedzmonian women. 
When ſhe entered my chamber, I was 
as much ſtruck. with her beauty as the 
knights of Charlemaign's court with the 
charms of Angelica. Inſtead of re- 
ceiving Antonia with eaſe, and ſaying 


kind things to her; inſtead of congra- 


tulating the father on his happineſs in 
having ſuch a charming daughter, I 
ſtood confounded, aftonithed, and mute. 
Scipio, who perceived my diſorder, 
ſpoke in my room, and was at the ex- 


} pence of thoſe praiſes which I owed to 
that lovely creature. As for her part, 


not at all dazzled by my figure, in my 
morning gown and cap, ſhe ſaluted me 
without any concern, and made me'a 


compliment, which, though uncom- 


mon, enchanted my affection. In the 
mean time, while my ſecretary, Baſil 
and his daughter, were employed in mu- 
tual civilities, I recollected myſelf; and, 
to make amends for the ſtupid ſilence I 
had hitherto kept, poſſed from one ex- 
tremity to another, launched out into 
gallant diſcourſe, and ſpoke with ſo 
much vivacity, that 1 alarmed Bafil, 
who, looking upon me already as a man 


j who would put every thing in practice | 


to ſeduce Antonia, went out of my 
apartment with her in a hurry, reſolved, 
perhaps, to withdraw her from my eyes 
for ever. 15 | 
Scipio, ſeeing himſelf alone 8 7 
aid, 
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Laid, with a ſmile, * Here is another re- f 


* ſource againſt the tedious hours. I 


did not know that your farmer had 


* fuch a handſome daughter, having ne. 
ver before ſeen her, though I have 
© been twice at her father's houfe : he 
s muſt be at great pains to conceal her; 
and I commend his care. Egad, ſhe's 
< a delicate .morſel ! But,” added he, © I 
+ believe I need not ſay fo to you, who 


were dazzled by her at firſt fight.'— 
Ah! 


I don't deny it,“ anſwered I. 
* my child, I thought 1 ſaw a celeſtial 
© ſubſtance. .She inflamed me all of, a 
* ſudden, and pierced my heart with an 


arrow ſwift as lightning.“ 
] am raviſhed,” replied my ſecreta- 


ry, to learn, that you are at laſt in love. 
Vou wanted a miſtreſs to make you en- 
joy perfect happineſs in your ſolitude. 
Thank Heaven! you have now all 
© ſorts of conveniencies! I know,” con- 
tinued he, chat we ſhall have ſome dif- 
„ ficulty in deceiving the vigilance of 
Baſil; but leave that to me: I under- 
take, in three days, to procure for you 
a private interview with Antonia. 
Mr. Scipio, iaid I, perhaps you 
might not be able to keep your pro- 
mile; but that is not what I am curi- 
£ ous to try. I have no intention to 
e tempt the virtue of that girl, who 
* ſeems to deſerve that I thould enter- 
* tain other ſentiments of her. Where- 
fore, far from exaCting of your zeal 
that yo ſhould aſſiſt me in diſhonour- 
ing her, 1 am reſolved, by your me- 
«* diation, to eſpouſe her, provided her 


heart is not engaged to another, '—* 1 
did nol expect,“ {aid he, to fee you 


c take-ſucha ſudden reſolution to marry. 
Many country gentlemen in yo 
place would not deal fo honourably ; 
they would never entertain legitimate 
views with regard to Antonia, until 
they had tried others to no purpoſe. 
© But, however, added he, don't ima- 


„ gine that I condemn your love, and 


* feek to diſſuade you from your defign, 
« Your farmer's daughter deſerves the 
© honour you intend for her, if ſhe can 


© beſtow upon you a heart unengaged, 


and ſenſible of your generolity. This 
41 muſt inform myſelf of to-day, in a 
«. converſation with her father, and per- 

_ © haps with herſelf.“ 
My coftfdent, who was a punctual 
man in performing his promiſes, went 
private! y to viſit Baſil ; and in the even- 
ing came to me in my cloſet, where I 
waited with impatience mingled with 
fear. Drawing a good omen from his 
cheerful leck, ©1t 1 may bclieve,” laid 
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I, © that ſmile on thy face, thou comeſt 
+ to, ignify, that I ſhall ſoon enjoy my 
* wifh.'—" Yes, my dear maſter,“ he 
replied ; * every thing is propitious to 
you. i have had a converſation with 
* Balil and his daughter, to whom I de- 
* clared your, intention. The father js 
* overjoyed to hear your deſign to be his 
* ſon-in-law ; and I can affure you, that 
„yon are very much to Antonia's taſte.” 
—* O Heaven! cried I, in a tranſport 
of joy; * what! am I ſo happy as to be 
* agreeable-to that lovely creature! 
© Doubtleſs,' he reſumed, * She alrea- 
© dy loves you. I have not, indeed, 
drawn that confeſſion from, her mouth; 
but I am convinced of her paſlion,. by 
« the gaiety ſhe diſcovered when ſhe un- 
* der{tood your deſign. * Nevertheleſs, 
added he, you have a rival.'—* A ri. 
* val!* cried I, changing colour. You 
© need not be much alarmed,* faid he; 
that rival will not rob you of the heart 
© of your miſtreſs; he is no other than 
« Maſter Joachim your cook.*—* Ah! 
© the hang-dog ' ſaid I, burſting into a 
fit of laughter ; * this was his reaſon for 
* ſhewing ſuch reluctance to quit my 
© ſervice.'—* The very ſame,” anſwered 
Scipio. „He ſome days ago demanded 
© Antonia in marriage, and met with a 
© polite refuſal.'—* With deference to 
© thy better advice,“ I reſumed, me- 
thinks it will be better to rid ourſelves 
© of the rogue, before he can get notice 
that I intend to marry Baſil's daugh- 
ter; a cook, thou knoweit, is a dange- 
© rous rival.“ You are in the right,“ 
replied my confident; we muſt clear 
© the houſe of him. I will give him his 
© leave to-morrow morning before he 
© begins to work, and then you fhall 
have nothing to fear either from his 
| * ſauces or his love. I am ſorry, how- 
c ever, to lofe ſuch an excellent cook; 
«© but I ſacrifice my palate to your ſafe- 
© ty.'*—* Thou Hicedelit not regret him ſo 
much,“ ſaid I; the loſs is not irre- 
© parable : I will ſend to Valencia for a 
cook as good as he.“ And indeed 1 
wrote immediately to Don Alphonſo, 
that I had occation for a cook; and the 
very next day he ſent one who conſoled 
Scipio at once. | . 
Although the zealous ſecretary had 
told me, that he perceived Antonia was 
pleaſed in her heart with the conqueſt 
which ſhe had made of her maſter, 1 
durſt not depend upon his report, being 
apprehenſive that he might have been 
deceived by falſe appearances. To be 
more ſure of the matter, I reſolved to 


ern 


| ſpeak, in perſon to the fair e 
c e and, 
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and, repairing to Bades 1 con- 


utmoſt. fatisfackon: But, (Fded | 
don't think that it is on accoung of your 


« Czefar and Don 


— 
r 
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firmed what my ambaſſador” had told 
tim. That honeſt peaſant, a man of 
frankneſs and'fi * y, having heard 
my. deſign, aſſured me, that he would 
beſtow hi Ru hter upon me with the 

t, added he, 


being lord of the manor, , Were you 
© ſtill no more than he ſteward of Don 

Alphonſo, I would 
prefer you to all other ſuitors who pre- 
« ſent themſelxes. I have always had a 
© regard for you; and whit gives me 
the moſt concern is, that Antonia can- 
not bring you a large fortiine,'—* I aſk 
„nothing with her, ſaid I; © her per- 
« ſon js all the wealth to which T a- 
« ſpire.'—*Your moſt humble ſervant 


cried he; © that is not my intention: I 


am not ſuch a beggar, as to marry my 
1 Faser in that manner. Baſil de 
« Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank 
I God, 10 give her a dowry; and, for 
© every dinger you beſtow'upon her, ſhe 
« ſhall afford a ſupper to you. In a 
« word, the rent of your eſtate, which 
© js. but five hundred ducats, ſhall 2. 
mount to a thouſand by virtue of this 
Te AE be RE ASLE 
| Von falt do in that as yon pleaſe, 
© my dear Baſil,” I replied; © we ſhall 
have no diſputes about intereſt: and 
now that we are agreed, the ſole bu- 
* ſfineſs is to obtain the confent of your 
« daughter.'— You have 'mine,” ſaid 
he; © and that is enotgh.'—+ Not alto- 
« oether,” anſwered I; © if yours is ne- 
© ceſſary, her's is ſo roo.'-—* Her's de- 
« pends upon me,' faid he: I wotld 
« fain ſee her refuſe ! Antonia,” T re- 
ſumed, * ſubmiſſive to paternal autho- 


Ht 1 . ; * « 1 
«© rity, is ready, without doubt, to obey 


«you implicitly; but I don't know it 


© ſhe. can do it upon this occaſion with- 


© out reludtance; and if ſhe can't, I 


* ſhould never be conſoled for having 


4 


made her unhappy ; in ſhort, it is not 
« enough, for me to obtain her hand of 


„you, unleſs her heart goes to the bar- 
© gain,*—* By'r lady“ faid Baſil; +1. 


don't underſtand all. this pliiloſophy : 
« ſpeak yourſelf to Antonia, and you 
© ſhall ſee, if I am not miſtaken, that ſhe 


.< defires no better than to be your wife.“ 


So ſaying, he called his daughter, and 


left me alone with her for a minute or 
two. 2 | > 
That I might enjoy the precious op- 
portunity, I came to the point at once. 


Fair Antonia,” faid I, determine my 


fate, Although 1 have yaur father's 


RCs neee 
© conſent, don't think that 1 intend to 


. 


| 
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© avail myſelf of jt, in doing violence to 
© your inclination. Charming as ix 18, E 
© renounce the poſſeſſion of yon, if you 
© ſay that I muſt owe it to your 6bedf- 
© ence 'only,%—* That is what 1 will. not 
© fay,” anſwered fhe : * your addreſſes 
are tqo_ agreeable to give me pain; 


« and, inftead of 1 approv 
* of my father's choice, 1 don't knew.“ 


ſaid ſhe, * whether I do well ot ill in 
© caſhing, thus: but if vou was diſa- 
* grzeable to me, I ſhould be frank 
enough to on it; why then may I flot 
efay the” contraty with the lathe free- 
dom?“ | 7 4 „ 
At theſe words, which I could not 
hear without being charmed, 1 kneeled 


before Antonia; and, in the exceſs of 


my joy, ſeizing one of her fair hands, 
Kiſſed it with the utmoſt tenderneſs ant 
paſſion. * My dear Antonia, fald T, I 
am enchanted with your ranktiefs - 

continucthe ſame unconſtrained be- 
© haviour ; and, as you ſpeak ro your 
© huſband, diſcloſe your whole ſoul to 
© his view. May I then flatter myſelf; 
© that you will be pleaſed to fee your 
fortune joined to mine?“ Baſil com- 
ing in at that inſtant, hindered me from 
proceeding. Impatient to know his 
daughter's an{wer, and ready to grumble 
had ſhe ſhewn the leaſt averſion for me, 
«© Well,” {a'd he, are you fatisfied with 
© Antonia ?*—* I am fo well fatisfied 
© with her,“ anſwered I, that I will this 
© very moment go and make prepara- 
© tions for my marriage. So ſaving, 1 
took my leave of the father and daugh- 
ter, to go and conſult with my fecretary 
on that ſubject, 5 „ 
Et. J 
The manner in which the 'nnptials e (Gif 

Hles and the fair Antonia torre celebrat - 

ed; and the rejoicings with which they 

were attenied;:; ee . 


1 


ALTHOUGH I was under no 
: neceſſity of obtaining the per- 


miſſion of the noblemen of Leyva, Sci- 
pio and I concluded, that we could not, 
in honour, omit imparting to them m 
deſign of marrying Baſil's daughter, a 
of aſking their conſent,.out of good maj 
V))))JVVßVCCG50Bo Cons Cp JANIE 
I ſet out immediately for Valencia, 
where. they were as much furprized” to 
ſee me as to hear the cauſe of my jour - 
ney. Don Cæſar and his ſon having ſeen 
Antonia more than once, congratiilated. 
me on my choice. Don Ceſar, &fpecial- 
ly, complimented me upon it wirk fach 
vivacity, that it I had not believed hin 
to 
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the ceremony of my marriage ſhould be 


grace, that all the company admired her 
politenels. 


plauded in her country garb, every body 
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to be a man quite weaned from certain 
amuſements, I ſhould have ſuſpected 
that he had gone ſometimes to Lirias to 
ſee his farmer's daughter, rather than to 
viſit his own houſe. Seraphina, after 


having aſſured me that ſhe ſhould always | 
bear a large Pare in what ſhould concern, | 


me, faid the had heard a very good cha- 
racter of Antonia: But,“ added ſhe 
with a ſatirical look, as if ſhe reproach- 
ed me for the indifference with which I 
repaid Sephora's paſſion, © If Thad not 
heard her beauty extolled, I ſhoule de- 
< pend upon your taſte, the delicacy of 
« which I know.?“ „„ 
Don Cæſar and his ſon not only ap- 

roved of my marriage, but declared 
that they would defray the whole ex- 
pence of it. Go back to Lirias,* ſaid 
they, and make yourſelf eaſy, until 
you hear from us. Make no prepa- 
« ration for your nuptials, but leave that 
* to our care.“ In compliance with 
heir deſire, I returned to my houſe, and 
15 fre Baſil and his daughter acquaint- 
ed with the intention of our patrons, we 
waited their orders as patiently as we 
tould. During eight days, however, 
we received none; but, to make a- 
mends, on the ninth, a coach and 
four arrived full of mantua-makers, and 
rich ſtuffs for the bride's cloaths, and 
eſcorted by ſeveral menin livery mount- 
ed on mules. One of them brought a 
letter for me, from Don Alphonſo, im- 
porting, that he would be at Lirias next 
day, with his father and ſpouſe, and that 


celebrated on the day following by the 
Grand Vicar of Valencia. Accordingly 
Don Cæſar, his ſon, and Seraphina, did 
not fail to come with that, clergyman, 
all four together in a coach and ſix, pre- 
ceded by another drawn by four, in 
which were Seraphina's women, attend 
ed by the governor's guards. =” 
My lady governeſs was ſcarce arriv- 
ed, when ſhe ex preſſed the utmoſt impa- 
tience to ſee Antonia, who on her part, 
no ſooner underſtood that Seraphina 
was alighted, than ſhe ran to ſalute her, 
and kiſſed her hand with ſuch a good 


Well, Madam, ' faid Don 
Ct ſar to his daughter-in-law, what do 
you think of Antonia? Could Santil- 
« lane have made a better choice ?— 
No, indeed,” replied Seraphina; © they 
£ are worthy of each other; and I don't 
doubt that their union will be perfect- / 
« ly happy. In ſhort, every one praiſ- 
ed the bride ; and if ſhe was much ap- 


HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


| was charmed with her when ſhe appear. 
ed in a richer dreſs. Her air was fo 
noble, and her deportment ſo eaſy, that 
one would have thought the had never 

| WOLE any oter:: Foo 
The moment being arrived'in which 
propitious Hymen, was to join my fate 
to her's, Don Alphonſo taking me by 
the hand, Jed me to the altar, while Se- 
raphina did the ſame honour to the 
bride, In this order we repaired to the 
village-chapel, where the vicar attend- 
ed to marry us; and that ceremony was 
performed amidſt the acclamations of 
the inhabitants of Lirias, and all the 
rich farmers in the neighbourhood, 
whom Baſil had invited to Antonia's 
wedding, with their daughters, dreſſed 
in ribbands and flowers, holding tabors 
in their hands. We then returned to 
my houſe ; where, by the care of Sci- 
pio, who was contriver of the feaſt, we 
found three tables covered, one for the 
noblemen, another for their attendants, 
and the third, which was the largeſt, for 
the reſt of the gueſts. Antonia ſat at the 
firſt, by deſire of the lady governeſs; J 
did the honours of the ſecond; and Ba- 
ſil took care of the third. As for Sci- 
pio, he did not fit, but went from one 
table to another, employing' himſelf in 
ſerving and ſatisfying every individual, 
As che entertainment was prepared by 
the governor's cooks, it could not fail 
of being complete in all it's parts. Tlie 
51 wines, of which Maſter Joachim 
1ad made ample proviſion, were drank 


[2 


| with profuſion; the gueſts began to 


wax warm, and mirth and jollity reign- 
ed, when we were, all of a ſudden, in- 
terrupted by an incident that alarmed 
me. My ſecretary being in the hall, 
where I ſat at table with the principal 
officers of Don Alphonſo, and Seraphi- 
na's women, fell down upon the floor, 
without ſenſe or motion. I ran to his 
aſſiſtance, and while 1 was buſied in 
bringing him to himſelf again, one of 
the women fainted away. All the com- 
pany concluded, that there muſt be ſome 
myltery in this double ſwooning, as it 
actually concealed one, which, ina little 
time, was explained; for ſoon after 
Scipio recovered his ſpirits, and faid 
ſoftly to me, Why ſhould the happieſt 
© of your days be the moſtdiſagreeable of 
* mine! It is impoſſible for one to ſhun 


© his deſtiny,” added he; I have found 


* my wite in the perſon of one of Sera- 

« phina's maids.” 3 
What do I hear” cried I; that is 

not poſlible | what, art thou the huſ- 


© band of the lady who was taken ill at 
. E * 1 1 * the 


— "(0 45 4 


OY ow TT © bang 


the ſame time with thee ?*—* Yes, Sir, 
he replied, 4,1 am her huſband; and 
« Fortune, I ſwear, could not play me a 
more villainous trick than that of 


« bringing her to my view.“ I don't 
know, my friend, ſaid I, what rea- 
« ſon thou haſt to complain of thy wife; 
' © but, whatever cauſe ſhe may have gi- 
«yen thee, pray conſtrain thyſelf; if 


« thou loveſt mie, do not diſturþ this 


entertainment n thy reſent- 
a 


ment.. You ſhall be ſatisfied with 
my behaviour,” replied ' Scipio, * and 


©* ſee whether or not I can difſemble.” 


So ſaying, he went up to his wife, 
who, by the, aſſiſtance of her compa. 


nions, was alſo recovered, andembracin 

her with the appearance of as much paſ- 
ſion as if he had been raviſhed to ſee her 
again; Ah, my dear Beatrice!“ ſaid 
he, Heaven unites us again, after ten 


« years of ſeparation : O happy moment 
for mel I don't know, anſwered 


his wife, © whether or not vou feel any 
joy in meeting me here; but this I am 


certain of, I * you no juſt cauſe to 


© leave me. hat! you found me one 
night with Signior Don Fernando de 
Leyva, who was in love with my miſ- 
« treſs Julia, and whoſe paſſion I aſſiſted; 
© and you took it in your head, that I 
© liſtened to him, at the expence of your 


and my honour ; thereupon jealouſy 


turned your brain, you quitted Tole- 
© do, and fled from me as from a mon- 


« ſter, without deigning to come to an 


« explanation ! Which of us two, if you 
« pleaſe, has the moſt reaſon to com- 
« plain ?'——* You, to be ſure, replied 
Scipio. Ves, doubtleſs," ſaid ſhe. 
« Don Fernando, ſoon after your de- 
« parture from Toledo, married Julia, 


with whom I ſtayed as long as ſhe liv- 


*ed; and ſince we are robbed of her, 
by an untimely death, I have been in 


(the ſervice of my lady her ſiſter, who, 


as well as her women, can anſwer for 


Li 


the purity of my morals.? 


My ſecre ary, at this diſcourſe, the 
falſity of which he could not prove, be- 


0 


ha ved as became him. Once more, 
ſaid he to his wife, I own my fault, 
and aſk pardon before this honourable 
* aſſembly.” Then I, interceding for 
him, begged that Beatrice would for- 

et what was paſt; aſſuring her, that 
for the future, her huſband's 


yielded to my entreaty, and the whole 
company applauded their re-union ; for 


the better celebration of which they were 
made to fit by one another, their health 


f 


was toaſted, every body complimented 


Deb. 8g. 
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4 


ſole ſtudy | 
ſhould be to give her ſatisfaftion. She 


| 


| 


- 


E EN put to bed. 
8 e 


them, and the feaſt ſeemed to have been 


made rather on account of their recon 


ciliation than of my nuptials. 

The third table was the firſt forſaken. 
The young peaſants got u 
with the country maids ; who, by the 


noiſe of their tabors, ſoon brought tlie 


company from the other rooms, and in- 
1 8 them with the deſire of following 
their example. Every body was now 


in motion; the governor's officers be- 
gan to dance with the attendants of m 
lady governeſs; the noblemen the 


ſelves mingled in the diyerfion. Don 
Alphouſo danced a ſaraband with Sera- 
phina. Don Cæſar performed with 
Antonia, who came afterwards and took 


me out, acquitting herſelf very well, 


conſidering that ſhe had only received'a 
few leſſons in the houſe of a relation, 


who was the wife of a citizen of Alba- 


razin. As for me, who had learned in 
the houſe of the Marchioneſs of Chaves, 


the aſſembly looked upon me as a great 
dancer. With regard to Beatrice ad 
Scipio, they preferred a private conver- 


ſation to dancing, and gave each other 
an account of hat had happened to 
them ſince their parting; but they were 
interrupted by Seraphina, who, being 


informed of their meeting, ſent for them 


to expreſs her Joy at their reconcilia- 
tion. My thildr 

day of rejoicing, it is an addition to 
* my ſatisfaction, to ſee you reſtored to 


each other. Friend Scipio, I give you 


* back your ſpouſe, and proteſt to you, 


that her conduct has always been'irre- 
© proachable: you may live here hap- 


© pily together; and you, Beatrice, at- 


stach yourſelf to Antonia, and be ag 


© much devoted to her, as your huſband 


is to Signior de Santillane.“ Scipio, 


after this, could not help looking upon 
his wife as another Penelope, re: pro- 
miſed to treat her with all imaginable 
eidd 8 


The young peafants and their part- 
ners having danced all day, retired to 
their houſes; but the feſtival was con- 


tinued at the caſtle, where a magnifie 


cent ſupper was prepared; and'when _ 
it was time to go to reſt, the grand vicar _ 


bleſſed the nuptial.bed : Seraphina un- 


dreſſed the bride, and the noblemen of 


Leyva did me the ſame honour; What 


was merry enough, the officers of Don 


Alphonſo, and the ladies of the gover- 
neſs, took in their heads to perform the 
ſame ceremony to Beatrice and Scipio 3 
who, te make the ſcene more comical, 
very gravely allowed themſelves to 9 


ny 


to dance 


en,“ ſaid ſhe, © on this 
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What followed the marriage of Gil Blas and 
the fair Antonia. The beginning of Sci- 
pro's hiſtory. Te | 
N the very next day after my 
| marriage, the lords of Leyva re- 
turned to Valencia, after having given 
me a thouſand new marks of friendſhip ; 


ſo that my ſecretary and I remained in 
the houſe, with our wives and ſervants 


only. 5 
he care which both of us took to 


pleaſe the ladies was not ineffectual: in 


a little time, I inſpired my wife with as 


much love for me as I had for her; and 


Scipio made his ſpouſe forget the ſor- 


rows which he had made her ſuffer, 
Beatrice, who had a pliant obliging 
temper, eaſily inſinuated herſelf into 
the favour, and gained the confidence of 


her miſtreſs. In ſhort, we agreed, all 


four, to admiration, and began to enjoy 
aà ſituation worthy of envy. All our 
days glided away in the moſt agreeable 


amuſements. Antonia was naturally 


grave, but Beatrice and I were very 
gay; and had we been otherwiſe, Sci- 
pio's preſence was enough to keep off 
* melancholy. He was an incomparable 
fellow for ſociety, one of thoſe comical 
creatures whoſe appearance alone can 


make a company merry. 
One day, that we took a whim after' 
dinner to go and take a ſieſta in the moſt 


agreeable place of the wood, my ſecre- 
tary was in ſuch good- humour, that he 
baniſhed all deſire of ſleeping by his 
merry diſcourſe. 
© friend,” ſaid I; or if thou art re- 
c © ſolved to keep us from taking our nap, 


Hold thy tongue, 


«© entertain us with ſome ſtory worthy 
« our attention.” : 
With all my heart, Sir,“ anſwered 


he; © ſhall I recount the hiſtory of King 


« Pelagius ?. I would rather hear 


thy own,” I replied; but that is a 
_ ©* pleaſure thou haſt not thought proper 


© to give, ſince we lived together, nor 


a ever will, I ſuppoſe.'—* And what is 


© the redſon ?* ſaid he. If 1 have not 
F recounted my own hiſtory, it was be- 


fire to hear it: it is not, therefore, my 


curious to hear them, I am ready to 
« ſatisfy your curiolity.* Antonio, Bea- 


_ © cauſe you never expreſſed the leaſt de- 


fault that you are ignorant of my ad- 
. * ventures; and if you are in the leaſt 


trice, and I, took him at his word, and 
diſpoſed ourſelves in order to hear his 
narration, which could not miſs of hay. 
ing a good effect, either in diverting or 
lulling us aſleep. 5 5 

Had it depended upon me.,“ ſaid 
Scipio, I ſhould have been the ſon of 
* ſome grandee, or knight of Alcantara 
© at leaſt ; but as one does not chuſe his 
© own father, you muſt know that mine 
© was an ones ſoldier of the Holy Bro. 
© therhood, Torribio Scipio by name. 
While he was travelling to and fro 
© on the highway, where his profeſſion 
* obliged him almoſt alwavs to be, he met 
by accident one day, between Cuenca 
and Toledo, a young gypſey whom he 
thought very handſome. She was 
© alone on foot, and carried her whole 


fortune in a kind of knapſack on her 


© back. *© Which way do 2 go, my 
« dear?” ſaid he to her, ſoftening his 


voice, which was naturally rough. 


© Signior Cavalier,” anſwered ſhe, “ I 
« am going to Toledo, where I hope to 
« gain an honeſt livelihood, in ſome 
4 ſhape or other.“. That is a lauda- 
« ble intention,“ he reſumed, and I 
«© don't doubt that you have more 
« ftrings than one to your - bow.” — 
« Yes, thank God,” ſaid ſhe; “ I have 
„more talents than one; I can eompoſe 
*« pOmatums and eſſences for the ladies; 
{© ] tell fortunes; turn the ſieve to find 
things that are loſt; and ſhew all 
te that people want to ſec in a glaſs or 
«© mirror.” 


« Torribio, concluding that ſuch a a 


girl would be a very advantageous 
* match for him, who could ſcarce live 


* by his employment, though he was 


very dexterous at it, offered to marry 
© her: ſhe accepted the propoſal, and 
© they repaired with all diligence to To- 
« ledo,, where they were wedded ; and 
you ſee in me the worthy fruit of theſe 
© noble nuptials. They ſettled in the 
« ſuburbs, where my mother began to 
© fell pomatums and eſſences; but that 
trade not anſwering, ſhe became for- 
© tune-teller. It was then that ſhe ſaw 
the crowns and piſtoles ſhower upon 


© her! a thouſand dupes of both ſexes 


« ſoon raiſed the reputation of Coſco- 
« lina, . which was the gypſey's name. 
* Samebody came every day, to beg the 
would employ her miniſtry for him: 
ſometimes a needy nephew, who wanted 


* Pelagius reigned In the eighth century, and was ſome. time in ſubjection to the. Saracevs ; 
but putting himſelf at the head of the Chriſtians, and being declared king, took arms againſt the 


Spfidels, whom he va0quiſhed, and laid the fougdetion of the kingdom, of Leon, in which he 


0 


© played to make him reveal what would 


© ly well; the roughneſs of his voice, 


sere in the leaſt timorous, were always 
« terrified by my father's figure. 


© men; who, being well paid for. the 
© education of poor orphans, were at 


© and write. 


chuſing me to run on their errands. 


_ © {ponſes at maſs. 


_ © four, notwithſtanding the ſmall ſer- 
© vices I did them, that, being no longer 


© errand ; and, far from returning. to the 
_ © hoſpital, quitted Toledo by the ſub- 
© urbs that lie on the Seville fide of the 
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to know when his uncle, whoſe ſole heir 
„he was, would ſet out for the other 
world; and ſometimes a girl, wiſhing 
to know if a certain cavalier, to whom 
« ſhe had granted the favour on a pro- 
« miſe of marriage, would keep his 
word. 1 a 

« Pleaſe to obſerve, that my mother's 
« predictions were always favourable to 
« thoſe who ſolicited them: it they prov- 
«ed true, good and well; but when 
« they came back to reproach her, be- 
« canſe the contrary of what ſhe had 
« prophelied came to paſs, the anſwered 
« coldly, that they muſt attribute it to 
the demon; who, notwithſtanding the 
« force of the conjurations that ſhe em- 


happen, was ſometimes ſo malicious as 
© to deceive her. THO 

When my mother, for the honour 
© of her profeſſion, thought ſhe muſt 
© make the devil appear in her opera 
© tigns, Forribio Scipio always acted 
© that part, which he performed perfee} - 


© and uglineſs of his face, giving him 
© an appearance ſuitable to the charac- 
© ter which he repreſented. Thoſe that 


But 
© one day, unfortunately, there came a 
© brutal fellow of a captain to ſee the 
© devil, whom he ran through the body. 
The Holy Office, informed of the de- 
© yil's death, ſent it's officers to the 
© houſe of Coſcolina, whom they ſeized 
© with all her effects; and I, who was 
© then but ſeven years old, was put into. 
© the hoſpital of Los Ninos*. There 
© were in that houſe charitable clergy- 


© the trouble of teaching them to read 
They looked upon me as 
« a promiſing child, and on that account 
«© diſtinguiſhed me from the reſt, by 


© They ſent me into the city with letters 
and meſſages; and 1 made the re- 
By way of recom- 
© pence, they undertook to teach me the 
© Latin tongue; but they behaved fo 
© rudely, and treated me with ſuch ri- 


© able to bear it, I ran away one morn- 
© ing early when I was ſent out on an 


SANTILLANE. 


© city. Though I was fearce yet nine 


2091 


years old, I felt a ſenſible pleaſure in 


being free, and maſter of my own 
actions. I was without money, and 
* without food; but what did that ſig- 


© nity? 1 had no leſſons to ſtudy, nor 


© themes to compoſe. After having 


1 Orphans, or 


| 


* walked about two hours, my little legs 
© began to refuſe their ſervice : I had 
never before made ſuch a long jour. 
* ney: and 1 found myſelf obliged to 
halt, and give them ſome reſt. I ſat 


| * down under a tree by the ſide of the 


© road; and there, for my amuſement, 
took my rudiments out of my pocket, 
and read it in ſport ; then remember- 
ing the ſtripes and floggings which it 
© had made me receive, I tore out the 
© leaves, ſaying in great wrath, „Ah, 
« dog of a book! thou ſhalt never make 
eme ſhed tears again.” While I thus 
©glutted my revenge, ſtrewing the 
ground about me with declenſions 
and conjugations, a hermit paſſed by, 
* with a white beard, large ſpectales, 
and a venerable air. He came up to 
me, and we examined each other with 
great eagerneſs. My little pentle» 
«© man,” faid he ſmiling, © we {cem to 


„look at one another with great at- 


„ tention: 1 believe it would not be a 
« bad ſcheme for us to live together in 

the hermitage, which is not two hun- 
« red yards from hence.“ , I am 
« your humble ſervant!” anſwered I 
© haſtily ; “ I have no ambition to be an 
« hermit.” The good old man laugh. 
ed at this reply; and embracing me, 
© ſaid, Don't be frightened at my 
« dreſs, my ſon; though it is not agree- 
« able, it is uſeful; it makes me lord 
& of a charming retreat, and of the 
„neighbouring . villages; the inhabi- 
6 tants of which love, or rather idolize 
© me. Come along with me,” added 
© he, © and I will give you a jacket like 
„ this that I wear. If you chuſe it, you 
& ſhall ſhare with me the ſweets of my 


«6 retired life; and if you don't like it 


o e. trial, you ſhall not only be at 
6 liberty zo leave me, but you may be 
« alfo aſſured, that I will not fail of 
« giving you a gratification at parting.” 
© I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded, and 
© followed the old herniit, who aſked 
© me ſeveral queſtions; to which I au- 
© ſwered with an ingenuity which I have 


not always preſerved in the ſequel. 


© When we came to the hermitape, he 
« preſented to me ſome fruit, which I 
* devonred,: having eaten nothing the 


rather boys. 
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whole 


* 


= 


on which I had breakfaſted in the 
morning at the hoſpital. The an- 
© chorite, ſeeing me make fuch good 
© uſe of my jaws, ſaid, ** Courage, my 
« child; don't ſpare the fruit; I have 
« ample proviſion of it, thank God, and 
« I did not bring thee hither to let thee 
« ſtarve.” This was indeed very true; 
« for in lefs than an hour after our ar- 
© rival, he lighted a fire, ſpitted a leg 
* of mutton; and, while I turned the 
"4 ſpit, covered a ſmall table with a very 
$ dirty napkin; upon which he laid two 
© plates, one for himſelf, and the other 
for me. 5 

When the mutton was ready, he 
© took it off the ſpit, and cut ſome ſlices 
for our ſupper, which was not a dry 
© meal; for we drank excellent wine, of 
© which alſo he had got ſtore. Well, 
4 my chicken,” ſaid he, when we had 
© done eating, art thou ſatisfied with 
C my ordinary? This is the manner in 
dc which thou ſhalt be treated every 
4c day, if thou liveſt with me. Beſides, 
« thou ſhalt do what thou pleaſeſt in this 
4 hermitage. All that 1 exact of thee 
4c is, to accompany me when I go a 
« begging through the neighbouring 
« villages, and lead an aſs with two 
„ panniers, which the charitable pea. 
« ſants uſually fill with eggs, bread, 
« fleſh, and fiſh. This is all I require 
« of thee.”—*< I will do every thing 
« you deſfire,”” I replied, “provided 
4 you don*t oblige me to learn Latin.“ 
Brother Chryſoſtom, (that was the 
© old hermit's name) could not help 
© laughing at my ſimplicity ; and aſſured 
« me anew, that he did not intend to 
force my inclination. 

We went a begging the very next 
© day with the aſs, which 1 led by the 
halter, and reaped a plentiful harveſt ; 
z every peaſant being glad of an oppor- 

£ tunity to. put ſomething in our pan- 
niers: one threw in a whole loaf; an- 
© other, a large piece of bacon; a third, 
© a partridge; in ſhort, brought 
© home victuals enough for etght days; 
© a circumſtance that denotes the great 
« friendſhip and eſteem that the coun- 
try people had for the hermit. It is 
© true, he was of great uſe to them, in 
e giving them his advice, when they 
© came to conſult him, in re-eſtabliſhing 
« peace in families where diſcord reign- 
© ed, in marrying their daughters, in 
© furniſhing them with remedies for a 
£ thouſand ſorts of diſeaſes; and in teach- 
ing prayers proper for barren women 
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whole day but a morſe] of dry bread, | 
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By what I have ſaid, you ſee that 
I was well fed in my hermitage; I 
was as well accommodaged in point 
© of ſleeping : ſtretched upon good freſh 
| © ſtraw, with a cuſhion of coarſe cloth 
* under my head, and a covering of 
| © the ſame ſtuff over my body, I made 
but one nap, which laſted all night 
© long. Brother Chryſoſtom, who had 
* promiſed to give me a hermit's garb, 
made one for me from an old robe 
© that he uſed te wear, and called me 
© little Brother Scipio. As ſoon as 1 
appeared in the villages, in that re. 
* gular habit, I was thought ſo hand. 
© ſome, that. the aſs was better loaded 
than formerly: the buſineſs was, who 
* ſhould give moſt to the little brother, 
* with whoſe figure they were ſo well 
© pleaſed. ES 
The eaſy idle life which I led with 
© the old hermit, could not be diſagree. 
© able to a boy of my age: accordingly, 
© I liked it ſo well, that I ſhould have 
continued there ſtill, if the Fates had 
not ſpun for me days of a very dif. 
© ferent kind ; but the deſtiny which I 
« was bound to fulfil, ſoon detached me 
from idleneſs, and made me quit Bro- 
ther Chryſoſtom, as you ſhall hear. I 
© frequently perceived the old man at 
* work upon the cuſhion that ſerved him 
© for a pillow ; he did nothing but ſew 
and unſew it; and I obſerved, one 
* day, that he put money into it. This 
* remark was attended by a curioſity 
* which I propoſed to gratify the very 
* firſt journey he ſhould take to Toledo, 
* whither he was wont to go once a 
week. I waited may for the 
* day, withont having as yet any other 
«* deſign than that of e igg my curi- 
* olity. At length the old man ſet out, 
*and I ripped up his pillow, where-I 
* found among the wool with which it 
* was filled, the value of about fifty 
* crowns in different ſorts of coin. 
* This treaſure, in all probability, 
* was the gratitude of the country peo- 
* ple, whom the hermit had cured by his 
© remedies, and of the women who had 
been bleſſed with children, by virtue 
* of his prayers. Be this as it will, I 
no ſooner ſaw that it was money Which 
1 could appropriate to myſelf with 
© impunity, than my Egyptian diſpoſi- 
tion prevailed. I was ſeized with a 
* deſire of ſtealing it, which can be at- 
* tributed to nothing but the force. of 
that blood which circulated in, my 
* veins, 1 vielded to the temptation 
« without reſiſtance, ſecured the money 


© who wiſhed to have children. 


in a kind. of bag where we kept our 


* combs 
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« my hermit's habit, and reſuming that 
« of an orphan, I ran away from the 
* hermitage, believing that I carried 
« off in my bag the whole riches of the 
Indies. 


Lou have heard my beginning, 


eontinued Scipio; * and I don't doubt 
© that you expect a train of facts of the 
« ſame nature: your expectation. will 
not be deceived; I have many other 
© ſuch exploits to recount before I come 
to my laudable actions; but I will 
© come to them at laſt; and you will ſee, 
by my narration, that a rogue may 
very well turn an honeſt man. g 

Child as 1 was, I was not fool enough 
© to return to Foledo; that would have 


© been expoſing me to the chance of 


. e Brother Chryſoſtom, who 
would ha 


* ducted me to the village of Galves, 
« where I ſtopped at an inn, the land- 


© lady of which was a widow.of forty, 
© who had all the qualities requiſite for. 
turning the e This woman no 
| er eyes upon me, than 
© judging, by my dreſs, that I was a fu- 


© ſooner caſt 


* gitive from the Orphan Hoſpital, ſhe 
© aſked who I was, and whither I went. 
© I anſwered, that having loſt both fa- 
© ther and mother, I wanted to go to 
« ſervice. Child,“ ſaid ſhe, ** canſt 
« thou read? I afſured her that I both 
read and wrote to admiration. - In- 
© deed, I could form my letters, and 
join them in ſuch a manner as ſome- 
© what reſembled writing; and that is 
© enough for the occaſions of a village- 
* tavern. 1 take thee into my ſer- 
ice,“ ſaid the landlady ; “ thou ſhalt 
«© not be altogether uſeleſs, but fbalt 


« keep an account of a'l my debts act- 
« jive and paſſive. I will give thee no 


© wages,“ added ſhe; “ becauſe the 
good company that come here, ne- 
« ver forget the ſervants; ſo that thon 
„ mayeſt depend upon receiving good 
«© perquiſites.“ | 

'* 1 accepted the propoſal, reſerving 
© to mylelf, as you may well believe, 
the right of changing the air, as ſoon 
© as my ſtay at Galves ſhould become 
* diſagreeable. When I found myſelf 
engaged in the ſervice of this inn, 1 
became very uneaſy in my mind: 1 
did not deſire to be thought a monied- 


© man; and was very anxious to know 


© where 1 ſhould conceal my hoard, ſo 
* that it ſhould be ſecure from every 


© {tranger's hand. I did not as yet know | 


„combs and night - caps; then quitting 


ve made me reſtore my trea- 
ſure in a very diſagreeable manner: 1 
followed another road, which con- | 


- 
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| © the houſe well enough to truſt to thoſe 
| © places which ſeemed moſt proper to 

* ſecure it. With what perplexity are 
© riches attended I determined, how- 
* ever, to put my bag in a corner of 
* our corn- loft where there was ſtraw ; 


in any other place, made myſelf as eaſy 
© as poſſible. There were three ſervants 
in this houſe; a fat hoſtler, a youn 

* maid of Galicia, and myſelf : each of 
* us drew as much as we could from the 
* travellers that halted, whether they 
© came on horſe-back or a- foot. Fcom- 
© monly caught ſome halfpence of theſe 
« gentlemen when I brought in the bill : 
© they Joe ſomething alfo to the hoſt- 
© ler, for taking care of their beaſts; 
hut as for the Galician, who was the 
© ;jdol of all the carriers that paſſed, ſhe 
« got as many crowns as we did far- 
things. Every penny that I received, 
I carried to increaſe my treaſure in 
the corn- loft; and the more I ſaw my 
© wealth increaſe, the more did I feel 
my little heart attached to it: I ſome- 
times kiſſed the ſpecie, and contem- 


gree of rapture which none but miſers 
* can Conceive. ; C 
I This afteCtion for my treaſure oblig- 
ed me to go and vilit it thirty times a 
* day: I frequently met the landlady 
upon the ſtair; and ſhe being natu- 
rally diſtruſtfal, was curious, one day, 


© me every moment to the corn-loft, 
© Thither therefore ſhe went, and ſearch- 
c ed every corner, imagining that I, 
perhaps, concealed in that place ſome 


© She did not forget to remove the 
« ſhaw that covered my bag, which hav. 
ing found, ſhe opened it; and ſeeing 
© crowns and piſtoles appear, believed, 
© or pretended to believe, that I had 
© ſtole them from her. She ſeized the 
* ſum total accordingly : then, callin 

me little wretch, and little raſcal, or- 
© dered the hoſtler, who was entirely 
© devoted to her will, to give me fifty 
good laſhes, which, when 1 had re- 


ceived, ſhe turned me out of doors, 


« ſaying, that ſhe would ſuffer no knaye 
© to live in her honfſe. In vain did 1 
« proteſt that I had not robbed the land- 
A 8+ 99 ſhe maintained the contrary 
and of courſe her word was believ- 
© ed rather than mine. Thus Brother 
© Chryſoſtom's money paſſed from one 
„ thief to another. 


| 8 child; 


and believing it more ſafe there than | 


© plated the different pieces with a de- 


© to know what it was that could bring 


things which I had ſtole in the houſe. 


© | lamented the lofs f my money as 
© a man mourns the death of an only. 
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« child; and though my tears did not 
© retrieve what I had loſt, at leaſt they 
excited the compaſſion of ſome peo- 
© ple who ſaw them ſhed ; and, among 
others, of the Curate of Galves, who 
« was paſſing by chance. He ſeemed 
moved at my melancholy condition, 
© and carried me along with him to the 
* parſonage; where, in order to gain 
© my confidence, or rather to pump 
© me, he began by pitying my ſituation. 
„ How much,” ſaid he, “' does this poor 


« child deſerve compaſſion! . It is not 


« {urprilipg if, abandoned to himſelf in 
cc ſach a tender age, he has committed 
« 2 bad action. | 
« cult to live honeſt through the whole 
« courſe of their lives.” I hen addreſs. 
ing himfelf to me, My fon,” added 
he, from what part of Spain do you 
4 come, and who are your parents? 
« you ſeem to be of a good family, 

46 Tell me ingenuouſly, and be aſſured 

&« that 1 will not abandon you.” 

© The curate, by this politick and cha- 

© ritable diſcourſe, engaged me inſenſi. 

© bly to diſcover all my affairs with great 

« ſincerity. I made a general conteſ- 

£ fjon. After which he ſaid, Friend, 

'« though it does not become hermits 
4c to hoard up money, that does not leſ- 

« ſen your crime; in robbing Brother 

«: Chryſoſtom, you have tranſgreſſed 

« that article of the decalogue which 

* forbids theft: but I'll oblige the land- 

4% lady to reſtore the money, which | 

4 will fend to the hermit; ſo that your 
'«© conſcience may be eaſy on that ſcore.” 
* But this, I ſwear, was the leaſt of my 

"© aneafineſs. The curate who had a de. 


© ſign of his own, did not ſtop there: 


« My child,” ſaid he, I intereſt my. 
« ſelf in your behalf, and will procure 
« a good place for you. I will to- 
*© morrow ſend you by a carrier to m 
« nephew, who 15 a canon of the cathe. 
« dral of Toledo; he will not refuſe, 
t at my requeſt, to receive you into 
« the number of his lacquies, who live 
e plentifully, like ſo-many incumbents, 
„On the revenue of his prebend : you 
4 will be perfectly well ſatisfied, 1 can 
« affure you.” ; 

1 was ſo much conſoled by this 
© aſſurance, that I no longer thought 


© of the bag nor the ſtripes which 1 


* had received, my mind being wholly 
« poſſeſſed with the pleaſure of living 
like an incumbent. Next day, while 
was at breakfaſt, a carrier came to 
ine parſonage, according to the cu- 
« rate's orders, with two mules bridled 
and ſaddled. I was helped up on the 
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Moſt men find it diffi- 


one, the carrier mounted on the other, 
and we ſet out for Toledo. My fel. 
low traveller was a fellow of humour, 
* who liked nothing better than to make 
* himſelf merry at another's expence. 
„My little junior,” ſaid he, ““ you. 
© have a good friend in the Curate of 
*© Galves; he could not give you a bet- 
« ter proof of his affection. than that of 
© recommending you to the ſervice of 
„his nephew the canon, whom I have 
© the honour ta know, and who is, 
de without contradiction, the pearl of 
„ the whole chapter. He is none of 
e thoſe devotees whoſe pale and meagre 
« faces preach up mortification. He 
© has a capacious countenance, a roſy 
„ complexion, a merry look, is a jovial 
© ſoul who enjoys the preſent hour, 
«and in particular loves good cheer, 
«© You will live in his houſe like a 
„ prince.“ | 
* The rogue of a carrier, perceiving 
that I liſtened with great ſatis faction 
continued to extol the happineſs I 
* ſhould enjoy in the canon's ſervice; 
and did not leave off ſpeaking until 
* we arrived at the village of Obiſa, 
* where we ſtopped a little to bait our 
© mules. The carrier, while he walked 
about in the inn, let fall by accident, 
© out of his pocket, a paper which I was 
0 cunning enough to pick up without 
© being obſerved, and which I found 
© means to read while he was in the 
© ſtable. It was a letter directed to the 
* prieſts of the Orphan Hoſpital, and 
© conceived in theſe terms. 8 85 


4 ENTLEMEN, 


« thought I was bound in charity 
© to ſend back to you a little knave, 
«© who is a runaway from your hoſpital. 
He does not ſeem to want capacity, 
© bat deſerves to be carefully mewed 
„up; and 1 hope that, by proper cor- 
& rection, he will in time do well. 
«© That God may preſerve your pious 
„and charitable worſhips, is the prayer 
« of | 

„ The CUrATE of GaLves.” 


© When I had read this letter, which 
informed me of the curate's good in- 
© tention, I did not long heſitate, To 
© leave the inn, and gain the banks of 
4 the Tayus, which was more than a 
league from thence, was the work of 
* a moment. Fear lent mie wings to fly 
from the prieſts of the Orphan Hoſ- 


* pital, to whom I would 6 no means 
return, ſo much was I diſguſted with 
1 1 | their 
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Lat night. 


4 (ſaith the proverb) 


— — 


« their manner of teaching the Latin 


© tongue. 1 entered Toledo as gayly 


s if 1 had known where to board. 
True, it is a city of benediction, in 


© which a man of genius, reduced to the 
« neceſſity of living at his neighbour's 
expence, cannot die of hunger. Scarce 
had 1 arrrived in the market- place, 
© when a well - dreſſed cavalier, whom 1 
* paſſed, laid hold of my arm, and ſaid, 
4% Hark'e, my boy, will you ferve me ? 
% ſhould be glad to have ſuch a lac- 
« quey as you.” --© And I ſhould be 
« glad,” anſwered I, to have ſuch a 
4% maſter as you.“ „It that be the 
* caſe,” he reſumed, “thou art mine 
«© from this moment. Follow me.” 
« This I did, without making any far- 


ther reply. : 
This cavalier, who might be about 


« thirty years of age, and was called 


Don Abel, lodged in a houſe where 


© he poſſeſſed a very handſome apart- 


© ment. He was by profeſſion a game- 


© fter, and we lived together in this 
* manner: in the morning, I cut as 
much tobacco for him as would fill 


five or ſix pipes, bruſhed his clothes, 
'* and went for the barber to ſhave him 
and drels his whiſkers. 
he went out, and made a tour among 
_ * the tennis-courts, from whence he re- 


After which 


£ turned about eleven or twelve o'clock 


© he went out, he gave me three royals 
for my day's expence, leaving me at 
liberty to do what I pleaſed until ten 
© o'clock at night. He was very well 
« ſatisfied with me, provided he found 
© me at home when he returned. He 
ordered a doublet and hoſe of livery 
© to be made for me, fo that I looked 
© like the page of a lady of the town. 1 
© was very well ſatisfied with my place, 
© and certainly I could not have found 
one more agreeable to my humour. 
I had led this happy life almoſt a 
c whole month, when my maſter aſked 
«if. 1 was pleaſed with his behaviour. 


I anſwered, that I could not be more 


* ſo. Well then, he reſumed, ** we 


4 ſhall ſet out to-morrow for Seville, 


« whither my affairs call me. Thou 


wilt not be ſorry to ſee that capital 
of Andaluſia: 


as He that hath not Seville wen, f 


8 


Asus traveller, I weea.” 


„ aſſuted him, that I was ready to 


' © follow him whitherſoever he thvuld 


But each morning before 


| 


© theſe two cities. 
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go. That very day the Seville car- 


“ rier came to his lodging, to fetch a 
large coffer that contained all his 


* moveables; and in the morning we 
« ſet out for Andaluſia. R 75 
 « Signior Don Abel was ſo lucky at 
6 play, that he never loſt, except when 
he choſe to loſe. 

* obliged him to change his place of ha- 


$ biration, that he might avoid the re- 


* ſentment of dupes; and this was the 


* cauſe of our preſent journey. Being 
* arrived at Seville, we took lodgings ' 


* near the gate of Cordova, and began to 
hve as we had lived at Toledo: but my 
© maſter found a difference between 
In the tennis-courts 
* of Seville he met with gameſters who 


. e as ſuceeſs fully as he; ſo that 
* he came home ſometimes very much 


out of humour. One morning, beine 
* chagrined at the loſs of one . 
© piſtoles, which he veatured the pre- 
* ceding day, he aſked why I had not 
© carried his dirty linen to a woman 
* whom he employed'ts waſh and per- 
* fame it. I anſwered, that I had for- 
got. Upon which, falling into a paſ- 


* ſion, he gave me half a dozen boxes 


* on the face, fo rudely, that he made 
© me {ee more candles than ever burnt 


in Solomon's temple. © There, little 


„ wretch,”” ſa'd he; © there is ſome- 


+ thing to make you mind your buſi- 


* neſs. Muſt I be always at your tail, 
to tell you what you have to do? why 
are you not as ready to work as 
« to eat? are you ſnch a beaſt as to be 
4 incapable of anticipating my orders 
* and occaſions i” So ſaying, he went 
© out of his apartment, leaving me very 
much mortified at the blows I had re- 
© ceived for ſuch a flight fault. I don't 
* know what adventure happened tohim 


© foon after in the tennis-court, but one 


evening he came home very much 
© heated, and ſaid, ** Scipio, I am re- 
„ ſolved to go to Italy, and muſt em- 
«© bark the day after to-morrow, in a 
© fhip bound for Genoa. I have my 
% own reaſons for making that voyage: 
„wilt thou not accompany me, and 
© lay hold of fuch a fair occaſion to 
«ſee the moſt delightful country in 
« the world?” I ſaid I would; but at 
the fame time purpoſed to difappear 


* juſt when he intended to embark. 1 


thought 1-would revenge myſelf of 
him in this manner; and was very 
© well pleafed with the ſcheme, which 


| © 1 could not help imparting to a pro- 
- © feffed bravo whom I met in the ſtreet: 
or fince my arrival at Seville, 1 had 


*cvaracted 


This talent often 
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© and this in particular. 


© his muſtachio; then, 


© contracted ſome bad acquaintances, 
| I told him in 
© what manner and for what I had been 
© buffeted, then communicated my de- 
© fign of leaving Don Abel when he 


_ © ſhould be juſt ready to go. on board, 
and aſked his opinion o 
tion. | 


my reſolu- 


© The bravo frowned while he liſten- 
c ened to me, and twirled the curls of 
| blaming my 

© maſter with an air of gravity, **< Little 


« gentleman,” ſaid he, you are diſ- 
* honoured for ever, if you reſtrict 


« yourſelf to that frivolous revenge 
« which you have hatched. It is not 
enough to let Don Abel depart by 
« himſelf ; that would not be puniſh- 
« ment ſufficient. The chaſtiſement 
« muſt be proportioned to the injury. 


4 


« Let us therefore carry off his goods 


«© and money, which we will ſhare like 
te brothers after he is gone. Although 


I was naturally inclined to thieving, 1 


© was frightened at the propoſal of ſuch 
an important robbery. Nevertheleſs, 
©the arch rogue who made it, did not 
« fail. to py uade me to it ; and you ſhall 
© hear the ſucceſs of our enterprize. 
© The bravo, who was a big ſtrong fel- 
© low, came to our lodging next day in 


© the twilight, when I ſhewed him the 
_ © coffer in which my maſter had already 


« ſecured his effects, and afked if he 
© could carry ſuch a weight. Such a 


weight!“ ſaid he; © know, that when 


« the. buſineſs is to carry off the goods 
« of another, I can lift Noah's ark.” So 
* ſaying, he flung the coffer on his 
© ſhoulders with eaſe, and went down 


* ſtairs with it upon tip-toes. I follow-. 


© ed him with ſome caution, and we were 
« juſt going out at the ſtreet-door when 
Don Abel, brought thither ſo ſeaſon- 


© ably by his good genius, appeared all 


« of a ſudden. - | 

% Where art thou going with the cof- 
« fer?” ſaid he. I was ſo confounded, 
© that I ſtood ſilent; and the bravo, 
© feeing the affair miſgive, threw down 


© his load, and betoek himſelt to flight, 


in order to avoid explanations. 


« Where art thou going with the cof- 
.« fer?” ſaid my maſter a ſecond time. 


« Sir,” anſwered I, more dead than 
alive, (I am going to carry it on 
board the ſhip in which you are to em- 
« bark to-morrow for Italy.” —* Ha!“ 
he replied, ** doſt-thou know in what 
« ſhip I intend to fail ?““ No, Sir,” 


© ſaid I; but 1 have a tongue in my 


& head; and I ſhould have enquired at 


”» 
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the harbour, where, ſomebody would 


e have certainly told me.“ At this m 
anſwer, which he ſuſpected, he darte 
ſuch a furious look at me, that I wag 


afraid of a ſecond beating. Who 
ordered you,“ cried he, to bring 
my coffer out of the houſe ?”—<« You 
« yourſelf,” ſaid I. © Don't you re. 
* member how you upbraided me ſome 
„ days ago? Did not you ſay, while 
« you beat me, that you expected I 
*« would prevent your orders, and do 
what was proper for your ſervice of 
« my own accord? Now it was in con- 


« ſequence of this direction that I em- 


« ployed one to carry your coffer to 
< the ſhip.” The gameſter obſerving 
that I was more miſchievous than he 


* imagined, diſmiſſed me immediately; 
c 2 with an air of indifference, 


«© Go, Mr. Scipio; and Heaven be 
« your guide. I don't chuſe to play 
« with people that have ſometimes a 
© card too many, ſometimes one too 
*« few. Get out of my ſight,” added 
he, in another tone, ** leſt I make you 
« ſing without your gamut.” I ſaved 
© him the trouble of repeating his com- 
mand, and got off in a — be- 
ing woundily afraid that he would 
« ſtrip me of my clothes, which how- 
« ever he luckily ſpared. 1 walked 
© along the ſtreet, conſidering where I 
could lie, with my twe royals, which 
© conſtituted my whole ſtock. I arrived 


© at the gate of the archbiſnop's palace; 


© and, as his grace's ſupper was then 
dreſſing, an agreeable ſavour iſſued 
© from ge kitchen, and diffuſed itſelf. a 
© whole league around. Zooks!” 
« ſaid I to myſelf, 1 ſhould like to 


te diſpatch one of thoſe ragouts which 


« ſalute my noſe. 1 ſhould even be 


« contented with an opportunity of 


«« dipping my four fingers and thumb 

What, can't f ſall upon ſome 
©« method of intong thoſe dainties that 
« ſmell ſo agreeably I the thing does not 
« ſeem impoſſible.” I whetted my ima- 
«* gination accordingly; and, by dint 
© of muſing, hatched a trick, which 1 
immediately put in practice, and which 
« ſucceeded to my wiſh. I entered the 


court of the palace, and running. to- 


© wards the kitchen, cried as loud as I 
could, . Help! help!” as if 1 had 
© been purſued by ſome aſſaſſin. 
At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego, 
the archbiſhop's cook, with two or 
© three ſcullions, came running , out to 


« know the cauſe; and, ſeeing nobody 
age ſuch a 


. -, © yoiſe.. 


but me, aſked why 1 
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„ing to be frightened almoſt. out of my © niſhed her with victuals, bread, ſugar, 


1e for his diverſion.“— No, no, laid j celebrate their maſter's birth day, took 
« 1 to the cook, „he is a big ul; Eng LEI in their heads to repreſenta comedy. 
« fellow, who intends to ſtrip me, and | They choſe that of the Benavides;® and 
„waits hard by in the. ſtreet, to catch | * as they had occaſion for a: boy of my 


; „% me as 1 go out.“ “ He ſhall wait a | © age, to play the part of the young 
; long time then,” he replied; © for you | © King of Leon, they caſt their eyes upon 
| « ſhall ſtay here till t9-morrow, and want me. The major-domo, who piqued 


« for neither ſupper nor bed.“ * himſelf upon his talent of declama-. 
5 [ was tranſported with joy when L } © tion, undertook to inſtruct me; and, 
| heard theſe words; and it was a ra- © after he had given me a few leſſons, 
| * viſhing ſight to me, when, being.con- | * affured them, that I would not be the 
ducted into the Kitchen by Mr. Diego, | © worſt actor in the play. As our maſ- 
| I beheld the preparation for hisgrace's | © ter was at the expence of the enter- 
| upper. I reckoned fifteen petlons at | * tainment, uo coſt was ſpared to render 
* work, but I could not number, the | © it magnificent. A theatre was built * 
| « diſh*s that I ſaw, ſo careful Providence | in the largeſt hall in the palace, and 
© had. been in behalf of the archbiſhop. decorated with great taſte. . There was 
« It was then that, feaſting upon the | © a bed of turf made in the back ſcene, _ 
| « (teams of the ragouts 0 80 I. had on which I was to appear afleep, and ＋ 
only ſmelled afar off be fore, I became the Moors fall upon me to make me F 
* acquainted with ſenſuality. I had the | * priſoner. When the actors were pe- MK 
© honour to ſup and ſleep with the ſcul- |, * feft in their parts, the archbiſhop-fixed' 
© lions, whoſe friendſhip L gained to that [\* the day for the repreſentation, and did 
degree, that, next day, when I went not fail to invite the moſticonfiderable- 
to thank Mr. Diego for the aſylum he noblemen and ladies of the city to- 
had ſo generouſly afforded, he ſaid, come and ſee it. The day being come. 
„Our kitchen lads tell me, they would | © cach'attor was buſied with his dreſs. 
abe glad to have you for a comrade, | © As for mine, it was brought to me by» 
they like your humour ſo well; would | * a taylor, accompanied. by our major- 
« you chuſe to be their com anion ?” I | * domo;. who, having been at the trou- 
«« anſwered, that if I enjoyed that piece | * ble of feaching me my part, was.alſo. _ 
„of good fortune, 'I thoyld think my- | © pleaſed to ſuperintend my dreſs. ,The- _ 
« ſelf perfectly happy. If that be the | © taylor cloathed, me wich a rich velvet 
„ caſe, my friend,“ faid he; © look Þ * robe, trimmed with gold lace and bat- 0 
„upon yourſelf. from this moment as | tons, and hanging fleeves adorned = 
«© an officer of the palace,” 80 ſaying, [| * with-fringe of the ſame;metal ; and ige 
he went and preſented me to the | * major-domo, himſelf placed upon ]. 
* major-domo, who on account of my | head a crown of paper, powdered win 
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| « tprightly look, judged me worthy to | * a quantity of tine 1 intermixed 9 | 
| be received among the turnſpits.. * with falſe ſtones. Besides, they gird-. = 
was no ſooner. in poſſeſſion of this ] * ed me with a ſaſh of pink-coloured - 
| « honourable employment, than Mr. | * filk, wrought with filk flowers; and | 
i * Diego, according to the cuſtom of | * every thing they ſaid. to me ſeemed to i 
* cooks in great families, who privately | © lend me wings to run away with the» | 
end viſuals to their miſtreſſes, choſe | «plunder. At leogth, the play began + | 
me to carry to a certain lady in the | © about. twilight. M opened. the ſcene,» i 
| * mreighbourhood ſometimes loins of veal, | *by pronouncing ſome verſes, import» -» * WM 
and ſometimes fonts or a This © ing, that, being unable to keep myſelf | 
; good lady was a widow ſcarce turned awake, I was going toabandon myſelftq ++ _ | 
« of thirty, very handſome, very ſmart, .|.* lumber; at the ſametime 1 withdrew, -+ ll 
5 ' and, to all appearance, aot over faith- I dand lay down on the bed of turf which »« | 
; - 3445 Wt 1 1 wr 1 . 6 $2.44 1 „ PMs N Nan ME Wo, 
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one made way for me; ſo that, in leſs 


- * lace with impunity, and, by favour of 


4 worth,” “ Here they are,” ſaid the 


nad been prepared for me; but, inſtead. 
* of falling aſleep, I began to conſider 
* how 1 could get into the ſtreet; and 
© eſcape with my royal robes. A little 
private ſtair, that led down under the 
© theatre into the hall, ſeemed proper 
for the execution of mv deſign; I ac- 
« cordingly got up nimbly, and ſeeing 
© that nobody took notice of me, appel 
© down that ſtair, which conducted me 
* into the hall, the door of which 1 
© gained, crying, Room, room! 1am 
« going to change my dreſs.” Every 


* 


than two-minutes, I got ont of the pa- 


* the night, repaired to the houſe of a 
bravo of my. acquaintance, + 

© He: was perfectly aſtoniſhed to fee 
© me in that garb; and, when I impart- 
ed the affair, he laughed until he was 
ready to burſt; then embracing me 
« with ſo much the more joy as he flat- 
©tered himſelf with the hupes of ſharing 
the ſpoils of the King of Leon, he 
"congratulated me on having performed 
© {ach a fine ſtroke; and told me, that, if 
l went on at that rate, my genius would 
© one day make a great noiſe in the 
world. After we had ſufficiently made 
© ourſelves merry, What ſhall we do, 
« with this rich dreſs?” ſaid I to the 
bravo; who anſwered, ** Give your- 
a ſelf no trouble on that ſcore. I know 
*% an honeſt broker, who, without ex- 
«« preſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys every 


thing that is brought to him, provided 


ehe likes the bargain; to-morrow, 
«© morning I will go and bring him 
chither.“ In effect, the bravo went 
« gut next day early, leaving me a- bed 
* in his room, and in two hours return- 
ed with the broker, who carried a 

« yellow bag under his arm. . Friend,“ 
6 ſaid he to me, this is Signior Ybag- | 
t© nex de Segovia, who in ſpite of the 
«bad example ſhewn by his brethren 
«© of the trade, deals with the moſt 
«ſcrupulous integrity. He will tell 
6.you to a farthing the value of this 

. dreſs that you want to part with, and 

«you may depend upon his eſtimation.“ 
«Yes, certainly,” ſaid the broker. «1 

% muſt be a wretch indeed, if I prized a 

«« thing under the true value. That 
« jg a crime with which I was never 

« taxed, thank God; and no man ſhall 
ever lay it to the charge of Ybagnez. 
% de Segovia, Let us ſee the goods 
« you want to fell, and I will con- 

« ſcientiouſty tell you what they are 


** 


{ 


allow that nothing can be more mag. 
nificent; öbſerve the beauty of that 
'« Genoa; velvet, and the richneſs of the 
00 teimming. 1 am quite charmed 
with it,“ replied the broker, after he 
had viewed it attentively; “ nothing 
„can be ſiner.“ ““ And what de you 
* think! of the 13 'of this crown?” 
© refuinted my friend. «If they were 
„more round,“ faid'Ybagnez, the 
« would be.ineftimable : however, ſuch 
«© 45 they are, I think them very, pretty, 
* and like them as well as the reſt of the 
« drefs.” 1 ſincerely own, it,“ continued 
' he, „ another rogue of à broker in 
© my place would pretend to deſpiſe 


| © the merchangize, that he might have 


it cheap, aud would not be aſhamed 
of offering twenty piſtoles for it; but 
J, who have ſome conſcience, will give 
ieee * . 
| © If Ybagnez had ſaid a hundred, he 
would not then have been a juſt ap- 
* praiſer ; ſince, the ane alone were 
well worth two hundred crowns, The 
| © bravo, who had a fellow-feeling with, 
him, ſaid to me, You ſee how 
„ fortunate you are in falling into the 
hands of an honeſt man. Signior 
«CYbagnez prizes. every thing as if he 
«was Upon his death-bed.”—* That's 
« true,” ſaid the broker; © and there-, 
fore I, never riſe or fall a farthing in, 
% my price. Well,“ added he, © is it 
.«« a' bargain ? Shall 1 count out the 
„ money to you?” '—* Stay,“ replied 
© the bravo; “ my friend muſt try on 
this ſuit of clothes, which I defjred 
you to bring him. I am miſtaken it 
© they won't fit him exactly.“ Then 
© the broker, untying his bundle, ſhew- 
© ed me a duublet and hoſe, of a very 
good dark-coloured cloth, with filver 
1 Buttons; the whole ſeemingly half 
worn. I got up to try this dress; 
* which, though'both too long and too 
«© wide, appeared to thoſe gentlemen to 
have been made on purpoſe for me. 
© Ybagnez rated it at ten piſtoles; and, 
© as he never abated one farthing of 
what he aſked, we were ubliged to 
comply with his valuation. So he took 
« thirty piſtoles out of his purſe, and 
« ſpread them upon the table; after 
© which he made another bundle of my 
crown and royal rybes, which he car - 
© ried off accordingly, 7... 
When he was gone, the bravo ſaid, 
« Tam very well ſatisfied with this bro- 
ker.“ And good reaſon he had to 
be ſo; for, I am ſure, he gave him one 
hundred piftoles, at leaſt, by way of 


| 


be 


* 
. 
* 
4 
- 


bravo, ſhewing them; ' and you mult 4 


* 


grati fication. But he was nat con. 


| « quit "this" city forthwith; for you 


c great ſtare where the merchants live ; 


. 


i 


« rented With that 05 be took, with- 


out teremory, f'of the money. 
« that" lay db the table, leaying the 
© other half to me, and ſaying, My 
„dear Scipio, with theſe fiftcen 12 
tles tliat retnain, 1, adviſe you to 
« may be affured that the archbiſhop 
„will give orders to, ſearch for you 
« every Whete. I ſhould be extremely 
« mortificd if, 1957 having ſignalized 
2 ee bY an'a&tion which will do 
« honour Wee Hiſtory, vou ſhould 
«fgolihly ſuffer yourſelf to be ap- 
* prellendeg.“ 


preſtendeg.“ 1 anſwered, that I was 
folly refutved tb leave Seville; and, in 
« effect, after having. bought,a hat and 
i tome.ſhirts, 1 gained the vaſt and de- 


t lightfut FP ain that ſtretches, among 
« vines and to the ancient city 


and olives 
« of Catii;bns, and three days after ar- 
«© rived at Cordova,'®  . * 
' «1 ladged at an inn as you, entef the 


« and pave mylelf out tor the ſon of a 
N amily at Toledo, who travelled 
« for iy pleaſure.” 1 was well enough 
© cloarlied” ich make people believe this 
© convinced by the hight of ſome piſtoles, 

0 which I ler him fee as it by chance, 

It is probable, indeed, that my tender 
© years made him believe I was ſome 
4 ſirtle libertine who had run away from 
© his parents, after having robbed them, 
Be this at it will, he did not ſeem cu- 
© rious to know more than what I told 
him of the matter; being; in all like 
© lihood, afraid that his curioſity dub 
© make me change my lodging. For 
© 6x royals a-day I lived very well in 

« this inn, Which was frequented by a 
„good deal of company, there being | 
gat ſupper in the evening no leſs thin 
« twelve people, at one table. It was 
i very diverting to ſee every one eat. 
© ing without ſpeaking a ſyllable, except 
© one man, who, talking e 

© random, compenſated for the flence 
t of the reſt by his impertinent prat- 
ing. He affected the wit, told ſtories, 
and endeavoured, by quaint ſayings, 

to entertain the company; who, from 
„time to time, n heartily, though 
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<ſtory ; hd the Jandlord was finally | 
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As for my part, I paid ſo little at- 
* —_— * . F | 4 #7 z wa 4 2 

« tention to the diſcourſe of this grigi- 

nal, that I ſhould have riſen from 


- 
1 
"i 


« ſupper without being able to give any 


account of what he ſaid, ha he n 


found means to intereſt me in his con- 
verſation. “ Gentlemen, ſaid he, 
* towards the end of our meal, Thave 
kept for the deſert a moſt diverting 
{44 ſtory; an adventure that befeh, ae 
days ago, at the palace ofthe Arch. 
% biſhop of Seville. I had it from a 
% batchelor of my acquaintance,. wha 
told me, that he was preſent when it 
| © happened.” Theſe words diſcom. 
« poſed me a good deal; I did not 
| 11 that it was my adventure Which 
1 intended to recount; and I was 
© not miſtaken. This perſon. gave a 
faithful detail of it, and even in- 
formed me of what I did not know, 
« that is, what happened in the hall af- 
/ 2 my departure: and this you ſhall 
,, ag or 74ts + 4 I, e 
Scarce had 1 betook myſelf to flight, 
when the Moors, who, according to 
©. the performance which was repreſent- 
© ed, were to carry me. off, appeared. 
© upon the ſtage, with a deſign of ſur- 
„ prizing me on the bed of turf, where 
they thought 1 was aſleep ; but When 
« they weat to ſeize the. King of Leon, 
they were very much aſtoniſhed ts 
find neither king nor knave. The 
play was immediately intetrupted: all 
* the actors were E ſome call. 
© ed me, others ſearched for me; one 
* hallooed, and another curſed mne. The 
© archbiſhop; perceiving the trouble and 
«© confuſion that; reigned . behind: the 
« ſcenes, aſked. what, was the matter. A 
page, who atted the Gracioſo of the _ 
© piece, hearing the prelate's voice, 
© came out, and ſaid to his grace, My 
Jord, you need not fear that the. Moors 
« will tal e the King of Leon priſoner 
© he has eſcaped with his royal robes." 
Heaven be. praifed 1” cried the 
« archbiſhop; © he was very much in 
*« the right 10 fly from the enemies of 
© our religion, and eſcape zhe chains 
„ which they had prepared for him. 
„ He has, doubileſs, returned towards 
« Leon, the capital of his kingdom; 


9 


© not ſo much at the brightneſs of his ſal- 
* lies as at his ridiculous behaviour. 


„ and I wiſh he may get home without 


U meeting with any bad accidents . Lat 


„ Oordhs, anciedtly Corduba, Colonia Patricia, à royal, large, and fine city of Spain, the 


capita? of 2 littſe kingdom of it's own name in Andalutia., It is fituated on the 


viver, at 


he foot of u high mountain, a branch of the Sierra Morena is is the ſee of a _— under 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo; the roof of the cathedral is ſupported by three hundred and fixty-five 
pillars of different ſpecies of marble, and was Turkiſh moſque io the time of the Saracens." It 
about ſourteen thouſand families, bas an univerſity, and good trade in wine, filk, add 

- ; | 


contains about ſour | | 
>Fordovan leather, I; lies ſeventy-ſour miles and of Sexille. 


\ 
— 


F 
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_ play to go on.“ 


„here I had not been long, 
« the mendicant, coming up to me, bid 
me take the trouble to follow him. 1 
did ſo. 
not far from the church; and this was 
the place of his relidence. . We en- 


” no man go in purſuit of him, for 1 
« ſhould be ſorry if his majeſty received 


« any mortification from me.“ The 
«-prelate, having ſpoke in this manner, 
ordered my part to be read, and the 


: C H A P. XI. 5 


nu, ſequel of Seipio's hiſtory. 
y money laſted, the 


* A S long as 
c landlord treated me with great 
© reſpeCt ; but no ſooner did he per- 
6 ceive that my finances were exhauſted, 


© than he looked cool upon me, picked 


« a quarrel, and one morning early de- 


fired me to leave his houſe, I quitted 


* belonging to the Dominicans, where, 


. it with diſdain, and went into a church 


« while I heard maſs, an old mendicant 


© came, and aſked. alms of me. I took 
two or three maravedis out of my 
pocket, and giving them to him faid, 
Friend, pray to God to ſend me ſome 
4% good place : if your prayer is heard, 
you ſhall not repent of your devotion, 


40 tude.” 


At theſe words the be gar viewed 
me very attentively, and anſwered 


«and may depend wpon my grati-. 


RR 


«£ with a ſerious air, What poſt would 


« you have? — “ I could wiſh,” faid 


<1, to be a lacquey in ſome good 
4% family.” 
«-cafions were preſſing. | 
4 not be more ſo,” 1 reſumed: for, 


4 being ſettled very ſoon, there is no 
« medium; I muſt either die of hunger, 


+ or betake myſelf to your trade.''— 
2 If you are reduced to ſuch neceſſity, 


©ſaid he, © yon, who are not at all 
« calculated for our buſineſs, muſt be 


4 jn a very diſagreeable ſituation: but, 


« were you in the leaſt accuſtomed to 


44 dur way of life, you would prefer it. 
«© to ſervitude, whichts, withogt contra- 


He then aſked if my oc- 
« They can- 
] 


« jf I have not the good fortune of 


q 


«« giian, inferior to beggary. Never- 


ec theleſs, lince you chuſe to be a ſer- 
« vant, rather than to live a'free and 
% independent life, as I do, you fhal! 
«have a maſter immediately.” Notwith- 


« ſtanding my appearance, I can be of 


as uſe to you: therefore come hither to- 
«© morrow at the fame hour.” | 


Reſolved to be punctual, I re- 


turned next day to the ſame place; 


efore 


He conducted me to a cellar 


. 
* 
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| © tered his habitation ; and, ſitting down 


9 


| 


To 


5 
1 


with ſo; mich fidelity an 


upon a bench, which, was at leaſt an 


hundred years old, he ſpoke to me | 


in this manner: A good action, gi 
<< 'the proverb ſays, always: finds it's 


| *© recompence z you | (3 me charity. 


uf 


1 yeſterday; and that determines me to 
F & a 1 G48 115 , 
procure a place for you; and this, 
„ pleaſe God, I will ſoon. in 4 
% am. acquainted with an old omi- 
© nican, called Father Alexis, whois an 


© holy eceleſiaſtick, and great confeſſor. 


„ have the honour to fun his errands, 
* and acquit myſelf iu that employment 
difcre, 


„tion, that he never refuſes, to. nſc 


his intereſt for me and my friends. 
«1 have ſpoke to him of you in ſuch 


%a manner, that he is diſpoſed to do 
& you ſervice; and 1 will preſent you 
© to his reverence whenever youpleale.” 
—* There is got a moment to loſe,“ 
* ſaid I to the old beggar; let us ge 
« inſtantly to the good friar.” The 
* mendicant conſented, ang carried me 
* forthwith to Father Alexis, whom we 
found in his room, buſy in writing li. 
© ritual letters. He interru ted his. work 
te ſpeak, 10 me, and told, me that, at 
© the requeſt of the mendicant, he would 
« intereſt hHimſelt in my behalf, Hav 
ing been informed,“ added he, ** that 
„ Signior Balthazar Velaſquez wanted 
«a lacquey, I wrote this morning in 
« your fayour; and he has an{wered, 
„that he will receive you implicitly 
« on my recommendation. You 19 7 
ce this very day, go to him from me; he 
«© is my penitent and friend.“ The 
* monk, on this occaſon, exhorted me, 
during three quarters of an hour, to 
© do my duty with fidelity and diligence, 
He enlarged particularly on the ob. 
* gation I was under to ſerve Velaſ- 
* quez with zeal: after which he aſſur- 
ed me, that he would take care to 
maintain me in my poſt, provided my 
© maſter ſhould be pleaſed with my be- 
© haviour. Having thanked the monk 
* for his generoſity, 1 came ont of the 
« convent with the beggar ; who told 
* me, that Signior Balthazar Velaſquez 
was an old rich woollen-draper of 
great meekneſs and fGmplicity. & I. 
dare ſay,“ added he, © that vou will 
© be perſectly happy in his family.“ 1 
© enquired e the citizen liv- 
ed, and, went immediately to his houſe, 
© after having promiſed to make an ac- 
Knowledgment to the. (beggar, as 
« {ſoon as 1 ſhould take root in my place. 
*Lentered a large ſhop, | where two 

© well-drcſſed apprentices were — ; 
LI. %% OO TESTS JT 0 
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* beginhing of 5 youth ; 


"0 «« that. was not t 


4 enou 


6 7 4 HAVE, 


0 to. ang 8 in 1 * e 
vers; and, aſking it N maſt er was 
at home, told them I had meſſage to 
' tim from gs Alex t.the men. 
6 2 that . og 85 9 I, was 
ewn inte the k, hop, Where the 
f rchapt, ſat; at 4 btrean turning + over. 
e Jeayes of a large day: 17 1 fa. 
« 110 55 bim 2 great reſpect &, ſaying, 
„ Signior, I. ny the young, * whom 


«the, reveren 
0 1 to Meg or. 3 


5 11125 


r 


ing I ſhould find ſome difhcuhy in 
$ 115 from playing him EL 15 
N He had been a widower four 


Cyears,, ang had two children, a ſon. 


6 turned ot five and twenty, and a 
© danighter going in her fifieenth year; 
« who being brought up by a ſevere 
duenna, ad directed by Father Alexis, 
« walked in the path of viriiie: bur Gaſ- 


para Velaſquez, her brothier, 'thuugh | 
5 nothing had been [pared in his edu- 


« cation, had all the vices of a young 
© ſpendthrift. He ſotnetimes lay 
© or three nights abroad; and if, at his 
„return, his further took it Into his“ 


head to reprimand him, Gaſpard im- 


ſed ſilence upon him in à tone ſtill. 
1 her than that of the old man. 
fs Scip io, ſaid the draper to me one 
* day, „1 have a ſoli who is the ſole. 
« pl; gué 
« all manner of debauchery": a Circum- 
« ſtance that ſurprizes me very much; 


« for Ris ber- wee was by no means 


« neglected. ave him good maſters, 


and my. fienk Alexis hath done his 
k utmoſt endeuvour to put him in the 


right road; but he could not ſuc- 
r ed: Gaſpard is fallen into a ſtate of 
« libertinifim. Tnou wilt lay, perhaps, 
« that I treated him too'gently in the 
g and 7 45 
my indulgence; but 
e N We if Fave 

deſerved. 
or, 


«© was undone 


jaſtiſed wen 1 thought! 
oY Wa be uſed with rigour: 


even W him 2 to be con- 


6.47 9 05 


of 


Father” A xis thay 2 


two 


of my life; he is plunged in 


0% . 


„ natured as 1 am, 1 have reſo ution ; 
gh, when there is occahion for it. | 


TEIN 7 
+ oy 2323 er 


< 1 85 5 15 the conſe 3 was, he 
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\ 


1 
; 
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Th \becane r more Wicked than ever. In 
2 4 word, he has one of thoſe bag diſ- 
8 which cannot be improyed . 


ee ition 
1 d example, re monſtrances, or 


« chaſt iſement. Heaven alone,canwork 
« that miracle!“ ..... 
II was not much. moped at the for. 
* row of this unhappy father, at. leaſt 
I pretended to be o. + How, much 
F Lare 75457 to be pitied, Sir 2 f 
man, V1 e von 1 del erves to 
97 a, 1 etter ſon,”%—«Hea- - 


; 10 Boe d,” auf he, . is 
C "pleat ed to TE me o e Safe ſo- 


tion, Among other cauſes which 
6 { aſparc gives me 495 complain 
«of Hir,“ added he, 4 'Þ will tell 


1 thee in Wer 7 Ree, one "m_ 


hat .is, the 


f | ff makes n me . mY wh -Yy 
= BF 8 to ro 


inchnation w hich, 


| 7 me, and w 3 he nk, too pred, finds 
“means to, ſatisfy, in ite. of all. my vi- 
Treat, that 1 Ae not 2 by t 1 | N ? 5 Pugs 4 


« gilance. The lacquey, whom. 
10 e thy! ed, was in concert with him, and 
* for fk Jt reaſon turned away. 
hee, 

wy 1 05 to be corrupted by my ſon; but 
«efpoule my intereſt, as. Father Alexis 

© has doubtleſsexhorted thee. „That 
40 I'll anfwer for,” ſaid 1; * his reve - 
« rence exhorted me a whole hour to 


© have nothing in view but ygur 06) yr | 


etage: 


but 1 can afſyre,you, 1 ha 
« need. of of being exited 


to that; 1 7 rel 


* myſelf difpoled to ſerve yon faithful- 


90 A and my zeal. will prove. itſelf on 
(all occafions.”? W 


le who hears one f ide, only, "bears | 


« nothing. * Young Velaſnues. who was 

* a deviliſh beau, judging by my phyſi- 

E m 

© ognomy, that I would be as eaſily ſes 
. duced as my predeceſſor, took me 
© aſide into à private place, and ſpoke 
1 to me in hele terms. Har kde, my 
vc dear, I aw perſuaded that, my father 


„% has charged thee. to be à ſpy upon 


© my acliogs: : take care of ihyſeſf; I give 
te thee notice beforchand, that the em- 


4 ployment is none of the moſt agreeable. 


« If ever I perceiye ., that TY makeſt | 
« thy; remarks upon me, I will cudgel 
«© thee to death: whereas, if thou Wr 


40 alt me in cheating my father, thou 


« mayeſt depend upon my gratitude. 
« Muſt I be more plain with thee | thou 


« ſhalt haveaſhare of the purchaſe, Make - 


10 thy choice therefore; and declare this 
« inſtant either for the father or ſon, for 
1 will admit o 

Sir,“ anſwered 1, „you are very 


Pp "0 * 


id 1“ 


As for 
hope thou wilt not ſuffer. thy N 


no neutrality.” ,, 


« ſhort with me; and I plainly perceive,” 
1 "that I canner POR 2 vous 


* 
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* canſe, though in my heart 1 feel a re- 
4 juctance to betray Signior ' Velaſ- 
% quez. “ Thou oughteſt to make no 
880 feruple in fo doing,” replied Gaſ- 
*pard; he is an old miſer, who wants 
*'to'keep me ftill in Jeading-ſtrings,; a 


_ *« wretch who denies me the neceſfaries 
« of life, in refuſing to furniſh'me with 
i money for my pleaſures; for plea- 


* ſures are the neceſſaries of Tife, at the 


age of five-and-twenty : thou muſt 


«therefore look upon my father in that 
„% point of view. Khough, . 
©faid:T; „there is no ſuch thing as 
holding out againſt ſo juſt a cauſe of 
4% complaint. Toffer my ſervice to ſe- 
« cond you in your laudable undertak- 
© ings; but let ns conceal our mut 


al 
* intelligence, that your faithful a *% 
c ciate may not be turned Gut of 
«« doors. Vou will do well, methioks, 
in affecting to hate me: ſpeak roligh 
«ly to me before people, and do not 
« ſpare ill language; even ſome boxes 
* on the ear, and kicks on the breech, 
« wilt not be amiſs; on the, contrary, 


the more marks of averſion vou be: 


*ftow upon me, the more confidence 


* ill Balthazar have in my integrity, 


« As for my part, I will pretend to 


2 avoid your converſation: in ſerving 
„% you at table, I wilt ſeem to acquit 


« myſelf wſth regret; and when 1 talk 


« of you to the apprentices, don't take 


it ill, that I 


2 t I rail at you with great 
„ hitterneſs.”” „ 


* Egad?” cried. Velaſquez, hearing 


my laſt werds; « I admire thy genius, 
* my triend: thon ſheweſt, at thy age, 
an aſtoniſhing capacity for intrigue, 
„ from whence I conceive the moſt 
4 ha | 
« aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall not leave my father 


one ſingle piſtole.”—* You do me a 


* preat deal of honour,” ſaid I, © in 


depending fo much on my induſtry ; 
Iwill do my utmoſt endeavour to juſ- 


< tity the good opinion you have of my 


* underſtanding ; and if I fail, at leaſt, | 


— 


«jt ſhall not be my fault.” 


Alt was not long before I let Gaſpard 
 * Tee that 1 "was actually the man he 


wanted; and this is the firſt ſervice 


41 did him: Balthazar's ſtrong- ox 


© ftood in his chamber, juſt by his bed - 
© fide, and ſerved him inſtead of a pew 
© for prayer. Every time I looked at it, 
© my * Wes was regaled; and I fre- 
* quently fa 


«ed to me? Shall I never have the 
4% pleaſure of contemplating thy con- 
tents?” As Fweat whenever I pleaſed 


I 


a 
1 


preſage; for I hope, with thy 


id to myſelf: Friend 
% ſtrong · box, muſt thou be always lock - 


| 


a 


ak. ad, 


? box, 


be praiſed, t 


* cauſe,” anſwer 
* through diſtruſt, or ſome 
« tive, may take it in his head 


ede thi chamber, which" was fordi 
ene 
| 


+6 een bit Gaſpard, re 
© one day to pertejve his father, who, 
thinking "himſelf unobſerved; after 
having opened and locked his ſtrong, 

o, concedled the key behiiid z bens: 
ing. 1 marked"the place” well, gu 
« iapapted the" Uffecber to my young 
« maſter, who” enibrated me with” zor, 
© laying, Afi,” my dear Scipio! Whaf 
«ka charining piece of news igt Four 
fortune i5 mage, my child. I. 1 7 

c 


; very hy ET A WY 
© thou' mayelt take the inipreflion of 


% 
1 


the key, and by it into my hands. 


«x ſhalt eafiy, find an ob! 
* ſmith in Cordova; in which 
here is no Tea 


d an 8 x 9 785 


% rogues.” 


„or ſome other mo- 
his head tb hide 
« jt elſewhere; and therefore it is bet- 
« ter to haye one for ourſelves.” I ap- 
© proved of his caurion ; and, yielding 
to his inclination, prepared for taking 
the impreſſion of the key. This was 
* executed one morning early, while 
* my old maſter paid a viſit t Father 


N . , Bs 1 4 8. \ 18 4 
© Alexis, with whom he had uſually l6bg 


© converſations, This, was not uli 
"uſed the key in opening the box, whith 
* being filled with large and Til bags, 


* threw me into a charming perplexity : 


; 6 * 


1 did not know Which to chuſe, ſuch 


© affeCtion did I conceive for both kinds. 


© Nevertheleſs, as the fear of being für- 
« prized did not permit nie to make a 
long ſcrutiny, Ilaid hold of one of the 
« largeſt at a venture: then locking the 
« coffer, and replacing the key behind 
« the hangings, I quitted the chamber 
with my prey, which I went and con- 
© cealed under my bed, iu a ſmall ward- 
* robe where ie. 
Having performed. this operation 
« ſo ſucceſsfully, I went, immediately 
© to. the young Velaſquez, who. wat 
for me in a houſe where he had, ap- 
© pointed to meet me, and gave him in- 
finite joy, by telling AW 44 7 one, 
© He was ſo well ſatisfied, that he loaded 
me with careſſes 
« fered me the half off 

« was in he bag: but. that. H refuſed, 
* ſaying, “ No, no, Sir; this firſt bag 
«« is your, own, uſe Apr your PErARgps-* 
« J will ſoon. return to the flrong-box, 
40 ee Ur Heaven there is mopey 


of the money which 


« enough for us both. In "eee, 
; N 


„ Heaven - 


But why,“ (aid 1 to Gaſpard, 
„Would you make a falſe Key, hen 
Eve can uſe the true one?” —* Be- 
en he, my father, 


„ T0000 Oh. i tes 


aud generouſly, of- 


ca aa wut oats go” 


eres beser 


— 
- 


- 
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— 


, in a condition to fatisfy.. his paſſion. 


under the. neceſſity of paying 


bed. „Scipio, ſaid he one morning, 


taken out: this is certain. 


* longer: and that ingenious. ſhiſt was, 


IA. 


N 


3 pn 


th ooly, dotwithſtand- 
ing the preſſing, loltavces of Gaſpary, 
that it owl equally divided 


© tween us:, 
As ſoon. an 
| 


F . n this Young man found 
© himſelt wel 


ocked, and, conſequent- 


for women, and play, he abandoned 
« himſelf entirely to both: he had even 
the misfortune to fall in love y wh one 
« of thoſe; famous Pass who devour 
c and ſwallow the algeſt atrimomes in 
e yery little time; and, being at a. ter- 
( rible Expence on her account, 2 me 

ſo many 
« viſits to the firong- box, that at length 


«+ old Velaſquez perceived himſelf rob- 


„ robs me, my friend; my ſtrong. box 
„has been opened, and ſeveral bags 
© muſt be taxed with this theft? or ra- 
« ther, who elle than my ſon Gaſpard, 
„ho has entered my chamber. by 
<« ſtealth, or been introduced by thee z 
for I am Wen to believe thee his 
« accomplice, though you ſeem to hate 
« one-another ſa much. Nevertheleſs, - 
„Iwill ngt liſten. to my ſuſpicion, ſince 


Father Alexis hath anſwered for thy 
„fidelity.“ Lreplied that, thank Hea- 


ven, I never coveted+-my neighbour's 
wealth; and accompanied that lye with 
© hypocritical, grimace, which ſerved in- 
ſtead of an apology- e 

„The old man, ſure enough, ſaid no 
© more. of the matter; hut he did not 
leave off including me in his ſuſpicion; 
and taking his precautions againſt our 
« attempts, ordered his ſtrong - box to be 
© ſecured by another lock, the key of 
which he always kept in His. pocket. 
By theſe means, all commerce between 
© us and the bags being broken, we 
looked very ſilly, eſpecially Gaſpard, 
« who being no longer able to gratify 
the extravagance of his nymph, was 
afraid of Ioling the privilege of viſir- 
ing her. He had genius enough, how- 
* ever,, to invent an expedient which 
* ſupported his expence a few da 


* to appropriate. to himſelf, by way, of 


© loan, all my mare of the evacuations þ feet, and implore 


which I had performed in the ſtrong- 
box. I Jan's ys all, to every loft 
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made to the old merchant in the perſon 
vs E 2 INS. > 


„ T's 


© of his heir 


The young man, when he had ex- 


© hauſted this reſource, considering that 


he had now none left, fell into a pro- 
- | ©, found' and gloomy fit of melancholy, 


* which gradually diſordered his reaſon! 
He looked upon his father as the only 
plague of his life ; he was ſeized wit 


the moſt violent deſpair; and, without 
92 liſteping to the voice of nature, the 


0 eie conceived the horrible deſign 
of poiſoning his parent. He not only 
* communicates this execrable proje 


to me, but even propoſed that I ſhoula 
be the inſtrument af his vengeance. 


Being {truck with horror at the pro- 
«© poſal, 4 Sir,” ſaid I, 4% is it poſſible 
that you ſhould be ſo abandoned by 
„Heaven, as te form this abominable 


of murdering the author of your o.] 
being? Shall it be ſaid, that in Spain, 


in the very boſom of Chriſtianity, 4 
crime was committed, the very ideen 
ef Which raiſes: horror in the moſt 
: barbarous nations? No, my dear 


4 walter,” added I, falling on my knees 
be fore him; © vo; you will not com- 


mit an action which would juſtly in- 
cenſe the whole world againſt you, 
and be attended with the moſt in- 


1 ” 
J Fl 
4 * 6 2 


famous chaſtiſement “ 
© I faid a great many things more to 


. 


undertakiag. I don't know where F. 
found all the arguments of à virtu- 


like a doctor of Salamanca, though 
„ was but a boy, and no other than 
* the ſon of Coſcolina. Nevertheleſs, 
in vain. did 1 reprefent to him, that 


© he ought to reflect ſeriouſly, and con- 


© rageoufſly repel thoſe deteſtable ſenti- 
ments which had taken poſſeſſion of 
his ſoul. All my eloquence: was in- 
« eff: ctual: he hung his head, and re- 
« mained in ſullen ſilence ; ſo that I con- 
' cluded he would not fwerve from his 
© reſolution, notwithſlanding all 1 co] 
8 fay. | 8 * * . 


© a private converſation with my old 


maſter; to whom, when we were thug. 
6 up in Aa room- together, I faid; 0 Suf- y 
e ter-me, Sir, to throw myſelf at you¹ỹẽ 


| | your mercy.” 8 
< ſaying, I fell down before him in great 


© agitation; with my countenance bathed- _ 
in tears. The n at 


s po and this, methinks, may paſs 


anticipated reſtitution Which 1 | © my proſtration, andthe iſo _ ofmy 
N 2-7 . R 9 . . a NY 8 | : a 1 2 o 
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„ reſolution? What! are you capable 


* diſſuade Gaſpard from ſuch a guilty + 


'© ous man, which -1/ uſed to combat 
his deſpair : but, certain it is, I ſpoke - 


+ Whereupon J went and demande 


b 


Hlooks, alla ede = bad Ge 5 fer A 


„your ſon, and to affiſt him in ſtealing 


that ſubject: after which I gave him 


s ever, having no reaſon to doubt, 


Ah, u eee ſon! ah, monſter! 


4 thon to attempt my life! 1 allow thee 


1 ſures, and thou art not ſatisſied i Muſt 


4 if you chuſe to marry, you may have 


good fortune, which he thought was 


„ed by travellers, Balthazar alighted, * 
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« deed,” I replied, „of which 1 now 
«heartily repent, and with which I Will \ 
$* upbraid myſelf as long as I live. 

«have been weak enough to liſten to 


10 your money.” I then made a fincere 
«confeſſion of all that had paſſed on 


«an account of the converſation 'I had 
© with Gaſpard, whoſe deſign I reveal- 
« ed, without eee che leaſt eir· 
«.cumſtance. 112 

Bad as his opinion of . ſow! was, 
© old Velaſquez could ſcarce credit my 
in formation, the truth of which, how- 


< Scipio,” ſaid he, raiſing me, for I 
vas ſtill on my knees, 1 pardon | 
< thee, in confideration of the im- 
e portant notice thou haſt given me. 
« Gaſpard,” added he, raiſing his voice, 
« Gaſpard has a deſign upon my life! 


40 FH had better been fliſled in the 
birth than Wb to live and be- 
% come a parricide] What cauſe haſt 


CO 


* a reaſonable yearly ſum for thy plea- 


* File permit thee to tquander away my 
whole fortune!“ Having uttered this 

2 ee apoſtrophe, he laid injunctions 
upon me to keep the ſecret, and ſaid he 
« would conſider what was to be done i in 
- 4 ſach a delicate conjuncture. e 
+ 1 was very anxious to know what 
<reſolutionthis unfortunate father would 


< take, when that very day he ſent for | 


© Gaſpard, and ſpoke thus to him, with- 
« out manifeſting a tittle of what he had 
in his head. Son, I have received 
« a letter from Merida, importing, that 


n maiden of that place, who is but fif- 
een years old, perfectly handlome, 
and miſtreſs ofa good fortune: if yon 
40 © have no reluctance to the marriage, 
« we will fer out early to-morrow for 
6 Merida, viſit the lady who is propoſed, 
« and, if you find her to your lik- 
« ing, you ſhall eſpouſe her forthwith.” 
-< Gaſpard, hearing mention made of a 


already in his clutches, anſwered with- 
out helitation, that he was ready to go: 
c ſo that next morning, 'at'day-break, 
© they departed by thenſelves, rain | 
6 95 two good mules. 1 
When they had got as tar as the 


9 mountains of Felira, into a place as | 


much frequemed by robbers as dread- f * 


— 


look in Which his" grief an 


* Nr R 4 Rad 
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e young; "man 2 5 


* reaſon” of thei "quitting e mu 


Tin that place. 1 will fell thee,” an. . 


« ſwered the old man, oe ey at him 2 

indigna- 
tion: were painted, ne have no bu- 
« ſineſs at Ne ria ; and the marriage. 


« which T mentioned is only a fable 


% invented to bring thee hither. 4 


am not ignorant, ungrate ful and Mm; 


4% natural fon! 1 am not ignorant of 
ci the crime which thou wail” hatched 


I. know'that 1 am to be preſented 
with poiſon! prepared by thee: but, 


fool that thou art, doſt thou fatter 


thyſelf tbar thou canſt deprive me of 
| © my life in that manner with impunity ! 
© Thou art miſtaken; thy guilt would 


% ſoon be dilcovered, and thou worlldſt 
© periſh'by* the hand of the hangman. 
There is,“ added he, « a ſutef me- 


„thodſof ſatistying thy rage, without 


* expoſing thyſelf to an ignominious 
„death: we are here without witneſſes, 
in a place where murders are com- 
©. mitted/every day; fince thou art. ſo 
*© eſtranged from my blood, plunge thy 
„ poniard into my boſom, and” the 
„murder will be imputed to robbers 1” 
So ſaying, Balthazar baring his breaſt, 
and pointing tov his heart, * Here, 
«© Gaſpard!” added he, '{trike the 
© mortal blow, and puniſh me for hav. 
<« ing given N to ſuch « wretch as 
"ENT To” 


k 


tion at his W s feet. The 1 — 
old man, ſeeing him in that condition, 
which ſeemed to be the beginning 
© 6f repentance, could not help yielding 
* ko his paternal weakneſs, and of flying 
to his aſſiſtance: but Gafpard no 
«© ſooner recovered the uſe of his reaſon, 


*ſence of a father ſo Juſtly incenſed, 
he made an effort to get up, mounted 
© his mule; and rode off 

ing a word. 'Balthazar let him o, All 

« leav; ing him to the temorſe of his own 
6 conſcience, | returned 0 Cordova; 4 


where, ſix montiis after, he learne 


© that his ſon had thrown him Tf imo 
© the monaſtery of Cart uſians at Seville, 

© there to pals i the reſt of his 2 0 in > ol 
8 nitence.“ 
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iN young 


© than, being unable to bear the pre- 


without ſpeak- 


4 «yo 


_ « like an honeſt man. 


eme a mere. beggar, in compariſon 


g Volaſqueꝝ made me reflect ſeri - 
ouſly upon my on. I began to com- 
« bat my thieviſh inclinations, and live: 
The habit of- 
«ſeizing all the money I: could lay my 
hands on, was fo much confirmed in 
me, by repeated acts, that it was not 
cealily vanquiſhed. Nevertheleſs, I did 
c not deſpair of ſucceeding, imagining, 
«that to become | virtuous,” required 
« only a ſincere: defire of. being ſo. 1 
therefore undertook this great work, 
and Heaven ſeemed to bleſs my efforts; 
I no longer beheld the old merchant's 
ſtrong- box with a covetous eye; and 
« | believe, that, had it been in my 
« power, I. ſhould not have touched 
© one of his bags: I own, however, 
© that it would have been very im- 
_ « prudent in him to put my infant in- 
© tegrity to ſuch a proof; and therefore 
« Velaſquez took care not to do it. | 
+ Don Manriquez de Medrano, a 
young gentleman and knight of the 
order of Alcantara, came frequently 
© to our houſe, We bad: his cuſtom; 
and if he was not the beſt, he was, at 
« leaſt, the moſt noble of thoſe who uſed 
« the ſhop. I had the good fortune to 
« pleaſe that cavalier, who, every time 
© he' met me, encouraged me to ſpeak, 
© and ſeemed to liſten with pleaſure to 
* what 1 ſaid. ** Scipio,” ſaid he one 
« day, if 1 had a lacquey of thy hu- 
«© mour, I ſhould think myſelf in poſe 
«© ſeſſion of a treaſure; and if thou 
« didſt not belong to a man for whem 
J have a regard, I would do my 
c endeavour to debauch. thee from 
« his fervice.”—* Sir,“ ſaid I, you 
« would find it a very ealy taſk; for 
« [ have an inclination to ferve peo- 
“e ple of quality: that is my foible; I 
« Am charmed by their eaſy beha- 
« yigur.!'—* If that be the caſe,” re- 
«© plied Don Manriquez, I will defire 
„ Signior Balthazar to conſent to thy 
leaving him, and coming into my 
« ſervice; 1 don't believe he will re- 
« fiſe me that favour.” Indeed Ve- | 
« laſquez granted it the more eaſily, 
© az he did not think the loſs of a 
© roguith lacquey irreparable: for my | 
« own part, I was glad of the change; 
© the. valet of a citizen. appearing to 


© to the lacquey of a knight of Alcan- ' 


%˙ 
To draw a faithful Far; of my 
hy new-patron,; I muſt tel you, that he 


« was a cavalier. endued with a moſt 


A 


9 
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ſtanding, as captivated every body 
ho knew him: beſides he had 4 
great deal of courage and probity, 
and wanted nothing but fortune. Be- 
ing cadet of a: family more illuſtrious? 
than rich, he was ' obliged to- ſubſiſt 
at the experice of an old aunt who lived 
at Toledo, and who; loving him as 


him with what money he wanted. He 


here: he viſited the principal ladies 
« of the city, and among others, the 
« Marchionefs of Almenara, a Widow of 
« feventy-two years of age, who," by 
her engaging behaviour and agree 
< able wit, allured the whole nobility 
f Cordova to her houſe, Men as 
well as women delighted in her con- 
«© verſation, and her family was ſtyled, 
© the polite company. 1 2 
* My maſter, who was one of the 
© moſt aſſiduous viſitors of that lady, 
came home from her houſe, one even- 
ing, with an enlivened look that was 
* not natural to him : upon which, I 
* ſaid, © Signior, you ſeem to be ſtrange. 
«© ly elevated; may your faithful ſervant 
* aſk the cauſe? hath not ſomething 
extraordinary happened?” The knight 
ſmiled at that queſtion, and owned he 
was actually engroſſed by a ſerious 
.* converſation ' which he had enjoyed 


*© 1 heartily with,” ſaid 1 laughing, 
e that the ſuperannuated toaſt may have 
© made a declaration of love to you.“ 
«« Jeſting apart,” anſwered he; *:know, ' 
© my friend, that I am really beloved 
„by the marchioneſs. Chevalier,“ 
* ſaid ſhe to me, 1 know the ſmall- 
«© nefs of your fortune, as well as the 


« inclination for you, and am reſolxed 
« to make you eaſy in your circum- 


„ ſtances, by marrying you; as I can 


not decently make your fortune any 
other way. I know very well that 
this marriage will bring upon me the 
« ridicule of the world; that ſcandal 

« will be very buſy at my expence; 

« and that, in ſnort, F ſhall paſs for an 
© old fool, who muſt needs have another 


<< deſpiſe ſlander, in order to make vo 
« happy. All that I fear,“ added ſhe, 
is, that you may 4 have Wr. 
« luctance to comply 


4 tions. This,“ continued the knight, 


« amiable perſon, and with ſuch ſweet- 
5 b and cultivated under» 
Ns. 3. 


ſurprized me the more, as the is the 
5 « d 


«6 
66 
* 


her own ſon, tock care to furniſn 


« went always hand ſomely dreſſed, and 
was perfectly well received every 


" 
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«with the Marchioneſs of Almenara, - 


*© noble neſs of your birth: T have an 


% huſband., No matter; I intend to 


with my. inten- 


* ts the ſubject of her diſcourſe wien 


« Cordova. 
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& was aſtoniſhed ſhe ſhould do me the 
% honour of offering me her hand; ſhe 


4 lution of preſerving her widowhood 
* to the laſt. To this ſhe replied, that 
« having a conſiderable eſtate, ſhe ſhould 
te be glad in her life-time to ſhare it 
 «yitha man of honour whom ſhe eſ- 
«« teemed. “ You are then, I ſup- 
« poſe,” ſaid I, ** determined to hazard 
« the leap.” —Canſt thou doubt it?“ 


« immenſe wealth, together with ex- 
« cellent qualities both of the heart and 
« head; and I muſt have loſt my judg- 
ce. ment indeed, if I rejected ſuch an 
« advantageous ſettlement.?? 

I very much approved of my ma- 
© ſter's deſign to lay hold of this fair oc- 


© adviſed him to puſh matters, ſo much 
was I afraid to ſee her inclinations 
© change. Luckily, the lady, who had 
the affair ſtill more at heart than I 


© the preparations were ſoon after made 
* for her marriage. As ſoon as it was 
© known at Cordova, that the old Mar- 
chioneſs of Almenara was going to 
© marry young Don Manriquez de 
« Medrano, the wits began to make 
* themſelyes merry at the widow's ex- 
_ *pence : but in vain did they exhauſt 
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* divert her from her deſign ; ſhe let the 
© whole city talk, and followed her 
© knight to the altar: their nuptials 
« were celebrated with ſuch ſplendor as 


& bride,” ſaid they, “ might have, at 


« ill becomes old widows who marry 
«© young huſbands.” 8 

The marchioneſs, inſtead of appear- 
A ing aſhamed of being, at her age, wife 
to the chevalier, indulged herſelf, with- 
© gout conſtraint, in the joy which ſhe 
© felt on this occaſion ; ſhe had a grand 
£ entertainment at her houſe, accom- 
© panied by a concert of mulick, and the 
6 feat ended in à ball, at which were 


5 
3 


© married couple ſlipped off and met in 
© an apartment, where, being ſhut up 
© with a waiting-woman and me, the 
© marchioneſs addreſſed herſelf to my 
© maſter in theſe words: / Don Man- 
cc riguez, this is your apartment: mine 
« is in another part of the houſe : we 
« will paſs the night in ſeparate cham- 


) : 


4% who had always perſiſted in the reſo- 


© he replied : **the marchioneſs pofſ-iles 


© caſfion to make his fortune, and even 


© had, gave ſuch expeditious orders, that 


© their ſtock of raillery ; they could not 


© afforded new matter for ſcandal. The 


4 Jeaſt, for the ſake of decency, ſup- 
s prefled all noiſe and pomp, which but 


© preſent all the nobility of Cordova. 
© Towards the end of the ball, our new- 


| 


1 
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* Cordova. 1 anſwered, therefore, I 


< bers, and in the day we will live to- 


« gether like mother and ſon.” The 


knight was at firſt miſtaken, and be- 


lie ved that the lady talked thus only 


© to engage him to offer ſoft violence 
to her delicacy: imagining, there - 
* fore, that he ought, out of pure po- 
© liteneſs, to act the paſſionate lover, 
© he approached her, and eagerly en- 
* deavoured to ſerve her in quality of 
© valet de chambre; but ſhe, far from 
allowing him to undreſs her, puſhed 
him away with a ſerious air, faying, 
„Hold, Don Manriquez; if you take 
me for one of thoſe amorous old wi- 
„ dows who-marry again out of frailty, 
* you are deceived; I did not efpouſe 


| © you to make you buy the advantages 


* which you will reap from our con- 
tract of marriage; theſe are the pure 
*« offerings of my heart, and I exact 
t nothing in return but ſentiments of 
“e friendſhip.” So ſaying, ſhe left my 
* maſter and me in our apartment, and 
© retired into her on, with her waiting- 
* maid, abſolutely forbidding the che- 
* valier to follow her. | 

After her retreat, we remained a 


* good while confounded at what we 
had heard. 


« Scipio,” ſaid my ma- 
© ſter, . didſt thou ever hear ſuch a 
© diſcourſe as that of the marchioneſs + 
“What doſt thou think of ſuch a 
lady?“ J think, Sir,” anſwered 
© I, „ that ſhe has not her fellow; 
© you are happy in having ſuch a wife, 


© which is like the poſſeſſion of a be- 
< nefice without cure of ſouls.” — 
As for my part,” replied Don Man- 


© riquez, I admire a ſpouſe of ſuch 


an ineſtimable charaQer, and I in- 


tend to compenſate, with all imagin- 
« able attention, the ſacrifice which ſhe 
makes to her delicacy.” Having con- 
* verſed ſome time about the lady, w 

went to reſt; I upon a truckle-bed 
© in a wardrobe, and my maſter in a 


fine bed prepared for him, where I 
believe, at bottom, he was nor ſorry 


to lie alone, and to be quit for his fear 
only | 5 | 
The rejoicings began again next day, 
© and the new-married lady appeared in 
* ſuch good-humour as to afford ſcope 
to the railers. She was the firſt to 
* laugh at what they ſaid ; nay, even ex- 
© cited others to lh, by receiving 
* theic ſallies with a good grace. The: 
knight, for his part, ſeemed no leſs 
* ſatisfied with his ſpouſe; and by the 
© tender glances with which he looked 
and ſpoke to her, one would have 
— * that old age was his taſte. 
; Fn i 
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| © This happy couple had in the evening ; 


«£ a new converſation, in which it was 


A decided, that, without diſturbing one 
another, they ſhould live, for the fu- 
© ture, in the ſame manner as before 


marriage: . meanwhile I muſt do Don 


« Manriguez the juſtice to ſay, that, out 
of conſideration. for his wife, he did 


© what few huſbands would have done 
in his place: he abandoned a girl in 


the city, whom he loved, and of whom 


© he was beloved ; being reſolved, as he 
« ſaid, to maintain no com:nerce which 


+ ſhould ſeem to inſult the delicate con- 
«4 duR of his wife towards him. ; 


While he gave this old lady ſuc 
« trong marks of gratitude, ſhe repaid 


them with uſury, though ſhe was igno- 
© rant of this behaviour ; and made him. 


© maſter of her ſtrong-box, which was 


© even. better repleniſhed than that of 
© Velaſquez. As ſhe had retrenched her 


© houſe-Keeping during her widowhood, 
« ſhe/put it again on the ſame footing on 
© which it had been in the life-time of her 


© tirſt huſband: the increaſed the pum-* 
© ber of her ſervants, filled her ſtable 


with horſes and mules; in a word, by 
© her generoſity, ene chevalier, who was 
the pooreſt, became the richeſt knight 
© of Alcantara, You will aſk, perhaps, 
© what I got by all this? I received fifty 
* piſtoles from my miſtreſs, and one hun- 
* dred from my maſter, who, moreover, 
« made me his ſecretary, with an ap 
© pointment of five hundred crowns ; he 
© had even ſo much confidence in my in- 


© tegrity, that he created me his trea- 

* ſurer.? b | . | 
His treaſurer !? cried I, interrupting 

Scipio, with a loud laugh. Ves, Sir,” 


he replied with a dry ſerious look; no 


( © leſs than his treaſurer; and I' venture 
to ſay, that I acquitted myſelf in that | 


employment with honour. True it is, 
+ I am perhaps ſomewhat indebted to 
* caſh : for, as I took my wages per ad- 


© vance, and quitted the knight's ſervice 
* ſuddenly, it is not impoſſible that 1 


may now be in arrears: at any rate, it 
is the laſt reproach that I have de- 
© ſerved, having always acted with pro- 
« probity ſince that time. 67 

© I was, therefore, continued the ſon 


of Caſcolina, * ſecretary and treaſurer 
to Don Manriquez, who ſeemed as well 
«© ſatisfied. with me as I was with him; 


© when he received a letter from Toledo, 


importing, that his aunt Donna Theo- 


dora Maſcoſo was at the point of death. 


He ſet out inſtantly to fee that lady, 
© who had been à mother to him for ma- 
; a years; and I accompanied him in 


| 


mounted on the be 


vinity t 
term ſtil! ſtronger, if there was any, to 
-* denote the impreſſion which ſhe made 
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this journey, 3 a valet de 


chambre and one latquey. Being all 
horſes in our ſta- 
© bles, we ſoon got to Toledo, where we 
© found Donna Theot 


« dition as gave us Hopes that ſhe woul 


not die of that cement and tru 


© our prognoſtick, though contrary to 


that of an old phyſician who attended 
her, was verified by the event. | 

While the health of our good aunt 
was re-eſtabliſhing, leſs, perhaps, by 
the remedies 


e took, than by the pre. 
© ſence. of her dear nephew, Mr. Trea- 


| © ſurer paſſed his time as agreeably as lie 


could, with young people, whoſe ac- 
quaintance ſoon introduced him to oc- 


* cafions of ſpending his money. They 


* ſometimes carried me to the tennis- 
* court, where they engaged me in play; 
ant, as I was not ſo expert a gameſter 
© as my maſter Don Abel, I loſt much 
© oftener than I, won. I conceived in- 
* ſenſibly an inclination for play; and if 
«I had entirely abandoned myſelf to that 


« paſſion, it would, doubtleſs, have com- 


« pelled me to take from our caſh ſome 
quarters of my allowance per advance; 
* but hickily, love ſaved both my own 
«© virtue and my maſter's money. One 
day, as 1 paſſed by the chuck de los 
© Reyes I perceived through a lattice, 
the curtains of which were withdrawn, 
© a young maid who ſeemed rather a di- 
n a mortal. I would uſe a 


© upon my heart. I made it my buſineſs 


to get information about her; and, by 


« dint of enquiry, learned that her name 
© was Beatrice, and that ſhe was waiting- 


© maid to Ponna Julia, ſecond daughter 


of the Count de Polan.“ 
Beatrice interrupted Scipio witha loud 
laugh; then addreſſing herſelf to my 


wife, Beautiful Antonia,* faid ſhe, 


pray, look ftedfaſtly at me. Dor't you 
think 1 have the air of a divinity ?'— 
© You had at that time in my eyes, ſaid 
Scipio to her; and ſince I no longer 


« ſuſpect your fidelity, you ſeem to me 


fairer thag ever.“ My ſecretary, after 


ſuch a gallant repartee, purſued his hi- 
. ſtory thus . 


This diſcovery quite inflamed me; 
not wales with a legitimate ardour, 
« for I imagined that I ſhould eafily tri- 
© uniph over her virtue, by preſents ca- 
© pable of ſhaking it; but I judsed amiſs 
© of the chaſte L.eatrice. In vain did I 


offer her (by means of mercenarv wo- 


© men) my purſe and affection ; ſhe re- 
« jected my propoſals with diſdain. Her 
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© reſiſtance increaſed my deſires, 


© ſoon as I had married Beatrice, ſhe fa- 


1c ed with it.” 
© tience to hear him to an end, I thought 


f I had 
« recourſe to the laſt expedient, and of- 


* fered my hand, which ſhe accepted, 
* whenſhe knew that I was ſecretary and 


© trealurer to Don Manriquez, As we 


© thought it convenient to conceal our 
marriage for ſome time, we were wed- 


© ded privately, in preſence of Dame 


-* Lorenga Sephora, governeſs of Sera- 
phina, and ſome other domeſticks be- 


© longing to the Duke de Pulan. As 


© cilitated the means of ſeeing and con- 


© verſing with her at night in the gar- 
den, in which I introduced myſelf by 


© alittle door, of which ſhe gave me the 
© key. Never were man and wife hap- 


© pier in one another than Beatrice and I. 


© We waited with equal impatience for 
© the hour of rendezvous, ran thither 
with equal eagerneſs ; and the time 
* which we ſpent together, though it 
was ſometimes pretty long, ſeemed but 


© a moment to both. 


One night, which was as fatal to me 


© as the others had been propitious, 1 was: 


© turprized, at entering the garden, to 
© find the little door open. 1 was alarm- 


© ed by this uncomn:on event, from 


.© whence I conceived a bad omen. I grew 
pale and trembled, as if I had foreſeen 


c 
* what was to happen; and advancing 
c 


Z in the dark towards an arbour where 1 


© uſed to converſe with my wife, J heard 
the voice of a man. I ſtopped all of a 
© ſudden to liſten, and my ear was imme- 
* diately ſaluted with theſe words, Don't 
*© let me languiſh then, my dear Bea- 


© trice! complete my happineſs, and 


© conſider that your fortune is connect- 
Inſtead of having pa- 


© there was no occaſion for knowing 
© more. A jealous fury took potleſſion 


© of my ſoul; and, breathing nothing 


© but vengeance, I drew my ſword, and 
* went haſtily into the arbour. Ah! 
* cowardly ſeducer!” cried I: ** whoſo- 


ever thou art, thou ſhalt ſooner de- 


„ prive me of life than rob me of my ho- 
© nour.” So ſaying, I attacked the cava- 
© lier who was talking to Beatrice. He 
© put himſelf immediately into a poſture 
© of defence, and fought like a man who 


© underſtood the art much better than I, 


* who had only received a few leſſons at 
© Cordova. Nevertheleſs, ſwordſman as 
* he was, I made a puſh which he could 
* not parry, or rather his foot ſlipped. 


I ſaw him fall; and, imagining that I 
© had wounded him mortally, fled as faſt 
as my legs could carry me, without 


© anſwering Beatrice, who called me. 


| 
g 


flections. 
with two or three ſmacks of à whip, 
© which making me conclude that a car- 
| © rier was paſling, I got up immediately 

= | to 


Ves, really,” ſaid his wife, interrupt. 
+ ing him, I called in order to unde- 
*ceive him. The cavalier with whom 
* I converſed' was no other than Don 
Fernando de Leyva. That nobleman, 
* who loved my miſtreſs Julia, had 
© formed a reſolution of carrying her off 
by force, believing it impoſſible to ob- 
* tain her by any other means; and I my. 
* ſelf had given him a meeting in the 
* garden, to concert with him the fteps 
© of that undertaking, on which he af- 
* ſured me my fortune depended : but in 
* vain did I call my huſband he avoided 
* me as a wife who had been unfaithful 
et him Ht 1 6 


My ſituation at that time was ſuch,” 


reſumed Scipio, as rendered me capa- 
* ble of committing any thing. Thofe 
© who know by experience what jealouſy 
is, and to what extravagance it drives 
* the ſoundeſt underſtandings, will not 
be ſurprized at the diſorder which it 
produced in my weak brain. 
* derwent a momentary tranſition from 


one extreme to another. I felt the 


* emotions. of hatred ſucceed thoſe of 
*tenderneſs, which I had entertained 


for my wife a moment before; and made 


* an oath to abandon and baniſh her 
from my memory. Beſides, I thought 
„ had killed a cavalier; and, in that 
opinion, being afraid of falling into 


the hands of juſtice, ſuffered that in- 


* conceivable anxiety which inceffantly 
* purſnes, like a fury, the man who has 
done a bad action. In this horrible 


* fituation, my whole care being to 


* eſcape, 1 did not go home, but in- 
ſtantly quitted Tolego, kaving no other 
* baggage than the cloaths on my back. 
* True, indeed, I had in my pocket 
* fixty piſtoles, which were à pretty 
good reſource to 'a young man who 


+ propoſed to live all his life in ſervice. 


* I walked all night long, or rather 
ran; for the images of alguazils, which 
* continually haunted my imagination, 


© ſupplied me ſtill with new vigour; and 


* the morning ſurprized me between 
© Rodillas and Maqueda. When I ar- 
4 rived at this laſt town, finding myſelf a 
little fatigued, I went into the church 
* as ſoon as it was open; and, after hav- 
ing put up a ſhort prayer, ſat down 
upon a bench to reſt me. I began to 


muſe upon my preſent ſituation, which, 


kleaven “ nows, was perplexing enough; 
but I had not time to make long re- 
I heard the church echo 


I un- 


a. 


— 


11 bank 


% Stop, friend,” ſaid 1 to him; ** where 
are thoſe mules a- going ?““ TO 


inclination to go thither, 
« bargain-with the carrier, mounted one 


« tween thirty-five and forty years of 


© obliged to ſtop and take breath. Cou- 
« rage, triend “ ſaid I to him ; pray, 


« bad uſe.“ . No, indeed,“ cried he; 
am not, thank God, like the moſt 


4 things frivolous, if not wicked.“ 
% You have,” ſaid I, “a purity of heart 
_ « rarely to be met with among mule- 
4e teers: with this extreme delicacy in! 
% regard tothe young wenches who live 


_« ly,” anſwered he. 


with him after he had ſung his fill. 


member I had lodged at his houſe the 
5d 2 


to ſee whether or not I was miſtaken ; | 
and, by that time I got tothe door, 


« perceived one, who being mounted on 


«a mule, led two more in a leaſh. 


« Madrid,” * anſwered he. I came 
« hicher- with two good Dominican 
« monks, and am going back myſelf.” 
Ihe opportunity that offered of tra- 
« yelling to Madrid, inſpired me with an 
I made a 


of his mules, and we puſhed forwards, 
for Illeſcas, where we were to fleep. 

« Scarce had we got out of Maqueda, 
« when the carrier, who was a man be- 


«age, thundered | out church- ſingi 


«© with great vociferation: he began with 


« :he\prayers. which the canons ſing at 
« maitins,i then ſung the credo, as it is 
« ſung at high maſs ; and paſſing on to 
« veſpers, 4 pronounced them, without 
even ſparing the Ne er Although 
the rogue ſtunned me with his noiſe, I. 
could not help laughing, and even en- 
© couraged him to continue, when he was 


ec $0 on: if Heaven hath given you good 
« |nngs, 1 fee you don't put them to a 


4e part of carriers, x ho ſing nothing but 
« infamous or impious ſongs: I would 
* nat even repeat ballads made upon our 
« wars with the Moors; for theſe are 


« the choice oſ your fongs, have you 
ce likewiſe made a vow of chaſtity with 


« at:inns upon the road? Certain- 
* | «© Continence is 
« another thing on which I pique myſelf 
« in theſe ſort of places, where I mind 
„nothing but my mules.” was a little 
© aſtoniſhed to hear this phœnix of 'car- 
« riers talk in ſuch a manner; and look + 
ing upon him as a man of honeſty and 
c diferetion, entered into a converſation 


We arrived at Illeſcas in the twi- 


© light; where, alighting at the inn, I 


left the care of the mules to my com- 
© panion, and went into the kitchen, 
© where I ordered the landlord to pro- 
cure a good ſupper. This he promiſed 
to do fo effectually, that I ſhould re- 
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longeſt day I had to live; * Aſk, ſaid 


he, ** aſk your carrier hat fort of a man 


am. cod! I will defyallthe cooks. 
© ot Madrid and Toledo to make an oll 
podrida comparable to thoſe that 1 
„ compoſe... I will treat you this night 
„with aa ragout of rabbit dreſſed in my 
% manner, and you ſnall fee whether or 
not I have reaſon to boaſt of my ſkill.“ 


Thereupon, ſhewing me à fauce- pan, 


wherein there was (as he ſaid) a young 
rabbit already minced; There 


added he, ** is what I intend to- give 


„% you. When L have once put in ſome 
*6 pepper, ſalt, wine, a handful of ſweet 
gherbs, and other ingredients which 1 
„ uſe, in my ſauces, I hope to ſerve you 
in a little time with a ragout worthy of 
% judge.“ CCTV 
»The landlord, after having thus 
* ſounded his own ipraife, began to dreſs 
* ſupper 35 and, while it was doing, I 
* went into the hall, where, finding a 
kind of couch, I lay down to ſleep eff 
my fatigue, having had no reſt the 
night before. In two hours the carrier 


wakening me, ſaid, Maſter, your 
. © {upper is ready; come, if you pleaſe, 


4 andfitdown at table. There was one 
in another room, with two covers, at 
* which my ſellow traveller and ſating 
down, the ragout was ſerved.” Ioat- 


© tacked./it with a greedy appetite, and 


© found it of an exquiſne reliſn, whether 
hunger made me judge too favourable 
of it, or that my ſatisfaction was the 
effect of the cook's ſkill.. We had alſo 
a plate of roaſt mutton and I remark 


ing that the carrier did honour to this 


© laſt diſh only, aſked, hy he abſtained 


from the ether. He anſwered, with a 


ſmile, that he did not love its. 


This reply, or rasher the ſmile witng 


© which it was accompanied, ſeemed to 
© me myſterious: You conceal,” faid 
< [, «the true reafon that hinders you 
from eating the ragout; pray, do me 
the pleaſure of letting me know it. 
„ Since you are ſo curious to know it;“ 
© he replied, I will tell you, that 1 
have loathed all theſe ſorts of ragouts, 
1 ſince, in going once from Toledo to 
« Cuenca, they bronght me for ſupper, 
e at an inn, an haſhed'cat inſtead af a2 
« rabbit; and that gave me a diſguſt at 
„ alhfricaſſees - : / . 
The carrier had no ſooner ſpoke 
© theſe words, than, in ſpite of the hun- 
ger that devoured me, my appetite for- 
© ſook me all of a ſudden. I took it in 
my head that I had eaten of a prętended 
rabbit, and could no longer look at the 


ragout without making wry faces. My 


£ companion 
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companion did not cure me of this 
© conjecture, when he told me, that it 


was a common thing among the inn- 
© keepers of Spain, as well as the paſtry- 
© cooks, to ſubſtitute that guid pro guo. 
© This diſcourſe, you ſee, was very con- 
© ſoling; and therefore I had not the 


-© leaſt inclination to return to the ragout, 
nor even to touch the roaſt meat, leſt 


.* the mutton might be as much ſophiſti- 


© cated as the rabbit. I roſe from table 
'© curſing the ragout, the landlord, and 
*© his inn; and, lying down again upon 


my ſettee, paſſed the reſt of the night 


more quietly than I had expected. 
Next morning early, after having paid 


the landlord as handſomely as if I had 


tt been extremely well treated, I depart- 
ed from Illeſcas, my imagination ſtil] 


4 ſo full of the ragout, that I fancied. 


every animal which I ſaw was a cat. 

© 1 arrived in good time at Madrid, 
* where, as ſoon as I had ſatisfied my 
© carrier, I hired a ſmall room near the 
« Sun-gate. Mine eyes, though accuſ- 
© tomed to quality, were dazzled by the 
great concourſe of noblemen who 
© uſually appeared in the court- end of 
© the town. I admired the prodigions 
quantity of coaches, and the infinite 
number of gentlemen, pages, and lac- 
« quies, who attended the great. My 
. © admiration redoubled, when, going to 
the king's levee, I beheld that monarch 
'< furrounded by his courtiers. I was 
£ charmed at the ſight, and ſaid within 
© myſelf, I am no longer ſurprized at 
«© what I have heard, that one cannot 
4c poſſibly conceive the magnificence of 
ve the court of Madrid, without being 
< an eye-witneſs of it: I am overjoyed 
« at my coming hither, where I foreſee 
41 ſhall be able to do ſomething.” 
4 AH that I could perform, however, 
was to contract a few unprofitable ac- 
: © quaintances.' I gradually ſpent all my 
money, and thought myſelf very lucky 


1 ein having an opportunity of beſtowing 


« myſelf with all my merit, upon a pe- 
« dant of Salamanca, whom a family- 
affair had brought to Madrid, where 
he was born, and with whom I grew 
« acquainted by accident. I became his 
. © faftotum; and when he returned to the 
- © univerſity, followed him thither. 
The name of my new patron was 
© Don Ignacio de Ipigna. He aſſumed 
© the Don, becauſe he had been pre- 
* ceptor to a duke, who, by way of re- 
© compence, ſettled upon him a penſion 
for life; he enjoyed another as emeritus 
„ profeſſor of the college; and he drew 
s yearly from the public a revenue of 


* two or three hundred piſtoles, by the 
© books of dogmatical morality which he 
printed. The manner in which he 
© compoſed his works well deſerves ho- 
* nourable mention. He ſpent almoſt 
* all the day in reading Hebrew, Greek, 
© and Latin authors, 
upon ſmall ſquares of paper each apo. 
thegm or brilliant thought which he 
« met with. As theſe ſquares were 
filled, he employed me to ſtring them 
© upon wire, in form of a garland, and 
each garland made a volume. What 
was moſt ſurprizing, he publiſhed theſe 
© his compilings as performances en- 
* tirely. pew ; and if the criticks thought 
© proper. to upbraid him with having 
© pillaged the ancients, he would anſwer 
with moſt haughty aſfurance, * Furto 
„ letamur in io. 6 i 
He was alſo a great. commentator ; 


and there was ſo much erudition in 
© his annotations, that he frequently . 
made remarks on things ſcarce worthy 


© to be obſerved : and ſometimes wrote 
upon his paper-ſquares paſſages from 
Heſiod, and other authors, very little 
© to the purpoſe. That I improved 
my underſtanding in the ſervice of 
this virtuoſo, it would be ungrate ful 
in me to deny. I brought my hand- 
writing to perfection by dint of tran- 
ſcribing his works; and, as in treating 


* me like a pupil, rather than a valet, 


© he took care to cultivate my capacity, 
© he was alſo far from neglecting my 
© morals, - “ Scipio,” he would ſay, 
when he heard of any piece of knavery 
committed by a ſervant, * beware, 
my child, of following the bad exam- 
« ple of that rogue; a valet ought'to 
„ ſerve his maſter with equal fidelity 
„and zeal.” In a word, Don Ignacio 
© loſt no occaſion of inculcating virtue in 
me; and his exhortations had ſuch 


« good effect that I was never in the 


© leaſt tempted to play him a trick during 


the fifteen months which I ſpent in 


« his houſe, | 

* I have already obſerved, that Dr. 
© de Ipigna was originally of Madrid, 
« where. he had a kinſwoman called 


Catalina, chamber-maid to the prince's 


« nurſe. This waiting-maid, who is 


the ſame whom I fince made uſe of to 


© procure ee de Santillane's en- 
« largement from the tower of Segovia, 
being deſirous of doing a good office 
* for Don Ignacio, engaged her miſtreſs 
© to aſk a benefice for him from the duke 
© of Lerma. That miniſter granted him 
© a nomination to the archdeaconry of 


Grenada, which being a conquered 
| country, 


and in writing 


and ſpeaking to Catalina, who was 


* 


ſnould die, or to recompence my fer- 


half. WhilelI acted this part, Catalina 


« fyſelf ſick, complained of my head, 


« country, is in the gift of the king. 
We ſet out for Madrid, as ſoon as we 
learned this piece of news, the doctor 
« intending to thank his benefactreſſes 
© before he departed to Grenada, I had 
« more than -one opportunity of ſeeing 


« pleaſed with my eaſy and gay diſpo- 
« ſition. For my part, I found her fo 
much to my liking, that I could not 
help making ſuitable returns to the 
„little marks of friendſhip which ſhe 
© beſtowed upon me. In fine, we con- 
« tracted a mutual attachment. Forgive 
this confeſſion, my dear Beatrice: as 
« I believed you falſe, that miſtake ought 
to ſcreen me from your reproaches. 

« Meanwhile Dr. Don Ignacio, pre- 
© paring for his departure to Grenada, 
6 his relation and I, frightened at the 
© ſeparation that threatened us, had re- 
« courſe to an expedient which preſerved 
us from that misfortune. I feigned 


and affected all the ſymptoms of a moſt 
violent diſtemper. My maſter called a 
« phylician, who having examined me 
with care, ſincerely owned that my 
« diſtemper was a very ſerious matter; 
and that, in all likelihoed, I ſhould 
« keep my chamber a long time. 
e The doctor, impatient to be at his 
* cathedral, did not think proper to de- 
lay his departure, but took another 
young man into his ſervice, leaving 
© me to the care of a nurſe, with whom 
© he depoſited a ſum of money, to de- 
« fray the expence of my funeral if I 


© vice if I ſhould recover of my, diſeaſe. 
* As ſoon as I underſtood that Don 
© Ignacio was gone, all my complaints 
© vaniſhed. I got out of bed, diſmiſſed 
« my phylician who had ſo much pene- 
tration, and got rid of my nurſe, who 
© ſtole more than half of the money with 
which ſhe had been entruſted in my be- 


performed another with her miſtreſs, 
Donna Anna de Guerva, whom, by 
6 per oy that I was admirable 
« in intrigues, ſhe induced to chooſe me 
© for one of her agents. Madam Nurſe, 
© whom her ayarice always ſtimulated to 
5 new undertakings, having occaſion for 
© ſach people, received me into her 
«© family, and in a little time put my 
© abilities to the proof. She gave me 
© commiſiions which required ſome ad- 
© dreſs; and, without vanity, I did not 
© acquit myſelf amiſs: | wherefore ſhe. 


IC lady was fo covetous, that ſhe would 


not allow me the leaſt ſhare of the 
© fruits which ſhe reaped from my 
;© induſtry and trouble. She imagined, ' 
© that ſhe acted with great generoſity in ' 
paying my wages punctually. This 
* exceſs of avarice would have ſoon in- 
* duced me to quit her ſervice, had I not 
been retained by the affection of Cata- 
luna, which kindling every day more 
and more, ſhe propoſed, in a formal 
© manner, that I ſhould take her to wife. 
Softly, my dear,” faid I; “ that 
ceremony can't be performed between 
s us ſo ſoon. I muſt firſt be convinced 
of the death of a young woman who 
« got the ſtart of you, and to whom 
(for my fins) I am married, Not 
you, indeed,” replied Catalina; “you 
„only ſay ſo to conceal, in a polite 
„ manner, the reluctance you have to 
« wed me. In vain did I proteſt that I 
* ſpoke the truth. She looked upon my 
ſincere confeſſion as a ſhift ; and, being 


towards me. We did not quarrel ;; 
but our correſpondence viſibly cooled, 
and we no longer retained for one an- 
© other any other ſentiments than thoſe 
of decency and common regard. 

At this juncture, I heard that Sig- 


nior Gil Blas de Santillane, Re 
ni 


© to the prime-miniſter of the Spa 

© monarchy, wanted a lacquey ; and this 
place flattered me the more, as it was 
© repreſented the moſt agreeable one 
that I could - poſſeſs. © Signior de 

« Santillane,” ſaid people to me, is 
« a perſon beloved by the Duke of 
«©. Lerma, and of conſequence. cannot 
fail of puſhing his fortune a great way: 

«© belides, he is very generous ; ſo that, 

in managing his affairs, you will 
e effectually improve your own.” I 

© did not neglect this opportunity. I 
© went immediately, and preſented my- 
« ſelf to Signior Gil Blas, for. whom at 

« firſt light I found a growing inclination, 
© and who admitted me into his ſervice 
© on account of my phyſiognomy. L 
did not heſitate on quitting the nurſe 
«© for him; and, if it pleaſe Heaven, he 


* © ſhall be my laſt maſter.” 


Here Scipio finiſhed his hiſtory ; then 
addrefling himſelf to me, Signior de 
« Santillane,* ſaid he, © pray witneſs for. 
© me to theſe ladies, that you have al- 
ways found mea zealous and faithful 
© ſervant. I have need of your teſtimony: 


© colina has purged his morals, and that 


+ was as well pleaſed with me as I had 
* cauſe to be diſſatisfied with her. This 


| © virtuous ſentiments hay ſucceeded his 

0 $i 4 2 . 1 1 8 

vicious inclination - 51 1 
dE eee es, 


* 


-* offended at it, changed her behaviour 


to perſuade them that the ſon of Caſs» _ 


— —ů——— —fỹ 


'- ſervant. 


Ves, ladies,” ſaid I, this is what I 
e. can anſwer for: if Scipio, in his child-- 
4 haod, Was a real picaro, he has correct. , 
«© ed his conduct ſo well ſince that time, 
« that he is now the model of a perfect 
Far from having cauſe to 
© blame his behaviour towards me I muſt 
4. on that I lie under great obligations 
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| tower of Segovia, he ſaved from pil. 
lage and ſecured a part of my effects, 
* which he might have appropriated to 
* himſelf with impunity. He nat 
© preferved my ons. rates throu h 
pure friendſhip, came and fhut himſelf 
up with. me. in priſon, preferring the 
melancholy pleaſure of . my ſor- 


* to. him. The night on which I was ros to all the charms of liberty. 
«* apprehended, to be carried to the J | „ ba 6 
BOOK N 


en AN. 1. 


7 Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which is. 


+ diſturbed by a melancholy event. Suck 


anges happen at court, as induce San- 


tallane to go thither again. 
HAVE already obſerved, that there 


was great harmony betwen Antonia 


and Beatrice; the laſt being uſed to 
live like a ſubmiſſive waiting- woman, 


and the other habituating herſelf to act 
| Scipio and I were huſ- 


bands of too much gallantry, and too 
himſelf to it; 


the miſtreſs. 


well beloved by our wives, to be long 
without children: they grew pregnant 
almoſt at the fame time. Beatrice, who 
was the firſt delivered, brought into 


the world a girl; and a few days af- 


ter, Antonia crowned my happineſs in 


bringing forth a boy. I ſent my fecre- 


tary to Valencia with this piece of news 


for the governor, who came to Lirias 


with Seraphina, and the Marchioneſs 
of Pliego, to ftand godmothers to the 


children, being pleaſed to add this to- 


ken of affection to thoſe I had already 
received. My ſon, whoſe godfather 
and godmother were that nobleman 
and the marchioneſs, was chriſtened 
Alphoniny and my lady governeſs, 
will 


gave the name of Seraphina. 
Not only the people of my 

were rejoiced at the birth of my ſon, 

the inhabitants of Lirias -likewiſe cele- 


brated it by feafts; which ſhewed that' 


the whole village partook of their ma- 
ſter's pleaſure. But, alas! our rejoic- 
ings were not of Jong duration; or ra- 
ther, they were all of a ſudden con- 


family | 


| ng that 1 ſhould have the honour - 
of being doubly her goſſip, ſtood with 
me for Scipio's daughter, to whom we 


verted into groans, complaints, and la- 


mentations, by an event which more 
than twenty years have not been able to 


make me forget, and which will ever 


be preſent to my thoughts: my ſon 


died; 
delivered, 
fever robbed me of my dear wife, four- 


—__ mother, though ſafely 


oon followed him; a violent 


ww 


teen months after we had been mar- 
ſible, the ſorrow with which 1 was ſeiz- 
ed. I fell into a ſtate af ſtupid dejection; 
and felt my loſs fo much, that I ſeemed 


; quite infenſible. I was in this condi- 


only. | 


"ried | Let the reader conceive, if poſ- 


tion five or ſix days, during which 1 


would take no ſuſtenance ; and had it 
not been for Scipio, I believe I ſhould 
either have let myſelf die of hunger, 
or have loſt my reaſon: entirely; but 
that dexterous fecretary found means 


'to beguile my grief by conforming 


he made me {wallow 


broths, by the art of preſenting them 


withlſuch a mortified look, as if he gave 
them, not ſo much with a view of -pre- 
ſerving my life, as of nurſing my afflic- 
tons: 7 : 


ten to Don Alphonſo an account of my 
misfortune, and the deplorable ſitua- 


This affectionate ſervant having writ- 


tion in which I was, that tender and 


compaſſionate nobleman, that generous 
friend, repaired immediately to Lirias. 


I cannot,” without being melted, recal 


the moment in which he preſented him- 


ſelf to my view: My dear Santillanel“ 


ſaid he, embracing me, I am not 


come hither to conſole you; I am 


come to mourn with you for Antonia, 


.* as you would mourn with me, had 


ſighs with mine: ſo that, overwhelmed 
as I was with ſorrow, I had a lively 


| ſenſe of Don Alphonſo's goodneſs. 


This governor having had a long con- 
ference with Scipio about the means of 


© Fate robbed me of my Seraphina.' In 
effect, he ſhed tears, and mingled his 


< 


ape 


vanquiſhing my grief, they concluded 
that I muſt, for ſome time, be removed 
from Lirias, where every thing recalled - 


inceſſantly to my mind-the image of my 
Song Antonia. Upon this, Don Cæſar's 


on propoſed to carry me with him to 


Valencia, and my ſecretary ſeconded 
him ſa well, that I yielded to his pro- 


polar. I left Scipio and his wife at my 


ouſe, every part of which, indeed. 


ſerved oply to increaſe my — n+ 7 
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and ſet out with the governor. When 


I arrived at Valencia, Don Cæſar and 


his:daughrer-in-law ſpared nothing to 


divert my chagrin: they entertamed me 
by turns with all the amuſements that 
ſeemed proper to diſpel it; but, in ſpite 
of all their endeavours, I continued as 
much as ever plunged in the moſt pro- 
eee ad aa It was not Scipio's 


fault that I did not reſume my tranquil- 


lity: he came often from Liri is to Va- 
lencia, to know how L was, and return- 
ed ſad or gay as he perceived me more 
or leſs diſpoſed: to receive conſolation; 


One morning, entering my chamber, 


* Sir,' ſaid he, with great emotion, 
there is à report in the city which in- 
* tereſts the whole: kingdom ; it is ſaid” 
that Philip the Third is no more, and 
that the prince his Ion is now upon 


the throne: nay more, added he, that 


the Cardinal Duke of Lerma has Joſt! 


his poſt; that he is even forbid the 


court; and that Don Gaſpard de Gua 


£ man, Count d'Olivarez, is now prime - 


miniſter. I felt myſelf agitated by 
this piece of news, without knowing 
wherefore; and Scipio perceiving it, 
aſked if I was any how ai 
great change. Why ſhould it affect 
me, my child? ſaid 1; * I have quitted 
© the court, and ought to look with in- 
* difference upon all the changes that 
© can happen there.“ 5 
For a man of your age, replied the 
ſon of Coſcoling, you are very much 
« detached from the world; were I in 
your place, 1 ſhould” have a longing 
deſire to go to Madrid, and ſhew-my 
face to the young monarch, to ſee if 
© he would remember me: this is a plea- 
« ſure in which I would indulge myſelf.” 
— F- underſtand thee,” ſaid 1; thou 
* wouldſt have me return to court, and 
try Fortune anew, or rather to grow 
© ambitious | and covetons again. 
Why ſhould your morals be corrupt - 
_ * ed?” anſwered Scipio: have more 
confidence in your own virtue; I Will 
anſwer for your conduct; the whole 
5 ſome re flections which you made upon 
tthe court during your difgrace will 
ſcreen you from the perils of it: re- 
embark boldly upon a ſea, the ſhelves. 
of which are ſo well acquainted 
„with.“ — flatterer !” ſaid I, in- 
terrupting him with a ſmile; art thou 
tired of ſeeing me lead a quiet life? 1 
# for my repoſe. W > 
In this part of our converſation, Don 
Caſariand his ſoa coming in, confiemed - 
the news of the king s death, as well as 


the Duke of Lerma's misfortune ; they 


No, 83, 
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ected by this 


IEG ER r _ m_— 


j moreover told me, hat this mi iſter 


having aſked leave to return to Nome, 
it was refuſed ; and he was ordered. to 
repair to his marquiſate at Denia: then, 


- drid, and preſent myſelf to the new 
had even done him ſuch: ſervice as the 
great always recompenſe with pleaſure. 
« and: that Philip the Fourth will pay 
Lam of the ſame opinion,“ ſaid Don 
Cæſar; and look upon $antillane's 
journey to court as an oecaſion for 
nim to arrive at great pre ferment.“ 
don't conſider what you ſay; to hear 
you, one would think I had nothing 
to do but repair to Madrid, in order 


to have the golden key, or ſome go- 
vernment, conſerred upon me you 


notice of my perſon, were I to preſent 


word, and I could not help promi 


me determined on the journey, he felt 


ſhould, no ſooner appear be ag new 
- monarch than that prince would diſtin- 


with honours and wealth: thereu 


| feeding his fancy with the moſt ſplendid | 
chimeras, he raifed me to the firſt offices 


of the ſtate, and preferred himſelf. by 
the help of my elevation, 


court; not with a view of ſacrificing 
again to Fortune, but to ſatisfy Don 
Cæſar and his ſon, who imagined that 
1 ſhould ſoon poſſeſs the favour of my 
ſovereign. True it is, I myſelf felt at 


oung prince would know me again,: 
Sen by this emotion of e 


* 


advantage from the e oy 1 de- 
parted with Scipio for Madrid, leaving 


thou hadſt a greater regard : | 
| | Git Blas. arrives at Madrid, and appears a: 
court; the king remembers and a | 


thends him: to his prime-mmiſter, T! 
N. 4 # 1 
conſeguente of that rec | ; 

. 


as if they had been in concert with m7 
ſecretary, they adviſed me to go to Ma- 


king, ffnce I was known to him, and 
As for my part, ſaid Don Alphonſo, 
{ © FT don't doubt but he will be grateful; 


| © the. debts ot the Prince of Spain. 


FTruly, gentlemen,” cried I, you 


are miſtaken; I am, on the contrary, 
perſuaded that the king would take no 


„ myſelf to his view : but 1 will da it, 
4 if you deſire, in order to diſabuſe you.“ 
The noblemen of Leyva took me at my 


that 1 would immediately ſet out for _ 
Madrid. | As: ſoon as my ſecretary ſaw 
an immoderate joy: he imagined that 1 


guiſh me in the crowd, and load me 
I got ready, therefore, to return to 5 
bottom ſome deſire of trying if tile 


without hope or deſign of reaping any 


the care of my houſe to Beatrice, who 
was an excellent œcοmiſt. 
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XA} E gained Madrid in leſs than 
* eight days, Don Alphonſo hav- 
ing accommodated us with two of his 
beſt horſes, that we might make the 
greater diſputch; and we alighted at a fin - 
niſhed houſe where lodged be fore, be- 
longing to Vinceni Forrero, my old land- 
'Jord, who was very glad to fee me again. 
As this was a man who piqued him. 
ſelf upon knowig every thing that ha p- 
pened, both at court and city, I aſked 
if there was any thing new. A preat 
many things,“ anſwered he: * tince the 
death of Philip III. the friends and 
s partizans of the Cardinal Duke of 
Lerma have beſtirred themſelves to 
16 maintain his eminence in the miniſtry; 
© but their efforts have been ineffectual : 
© the Count d'Olivarez has got the bet- 
ter of them all. It is ſaid, that Spain 
© loſes nothing by the change, and that 
the new prime- miniſter has a genius of 
© fuch' vaſt extent, that he is able to 
© govern the whote world: Heaven pre- 
ee tim! What is certain,“ added 
he, is, that the people have conceived- 
© the higheſt opinion of his capacity; 
and we ſhall ſee in the end, Whether 


the Duke of Lerma's palace is well or 


£311 ſupplied.“ Foriero having thus 
opened, gave me an account of all the 
changes which had been made at court 
Aince the Count d*Olivarez ſteered the 
helm of the monarch p + 
Two days after my arrival at Ma- 
drid, I went: to court in the afternoon, 
and put myſelf in the king's way, as 
he went into his cloſet: but he did not 
lock at me. I returned next day to the 
ſame place, but was not more fortunate. 
"The third time, he caft his eye upon 
me as he paſſed, but ſeemed to take no 
notice of my perſin; whereupon I came 
to a determination, and faid to Scipio, 
who accompanied me, Thou feeſt that 
the king does not remember me; or, 
if he does, has no mind to renew the 
© acquaintaince ; I believe it will not be 
, -« amiſs for us to ſet out upon our re- 
«turn to Valencia.“. Not fo faſt; Sir,“ 
replied my ſecretary ; © you know bet- 
ter than 1, that ſucceſs at court is 
only to be obtained by patience : don't 
ceaſe ſhewing yourſelf to the prince; 
© by dint of perſeverance in appearing 
before him, you will oblige him to 
© conſider you more attentively, and to 
« recoghize the features of his agent 
« with the fair Catalina... 4 
That Scipio might have nothing to 
reproach me with, I, had the complai- 
ſance to continue the ſame condut᷑t dur- 
ing three weeks ; and one day, at length, 


— 


i 


the monarch, ſtruck: with 


I entered his cloſet, not withbut great 
dilorder to find myſelf tete à tite with 


not recollect where I have ſeen you,“ 
— Sir, Lanſwered I, trembling, I had 
© the honour. to conduct your majeſty 
* one night, with the Count de Lemos, 
„to the houſe of —.“ Oh! Ire- 
member it,“ ſaid the prince, interrupt- 
ing me, ' you was ſecretary to the Duke 


< your name is Santillane. I have not 
forgot that you ſerved, me with abin- 
dance of zeal on the occaſion, and that 
you was very ill rewarded for your 
pains: was not you impriſuned for 
that adventure?“ Yes, Sir, ſaid 1, 
I was ſix months in the tower of Sego- 
via, from whence your goodneſs de- 
* livered me.“ —“ That,” anſwered he, 
© does not acquit me of the obligation; 
it is not enough to ſet you. at liberty, 
I ought to recompenſe you for the miſ- 
fortune hich you ſuſtered for love of 
me.“ FFC 
Juſt as the prince had pronounced 
theſe words, the Count d'Olivarez en- 
tered the cloſet. A favotr e takes un 
bridge at every thing: he was aſtoniſh- 
ed to find a ſtranger there; and the 
king redoubled his ſurprize, in ſaying 
to him, Count, I recommend this 
© young man to you; employ him in 
* {ome ſhape or other, and take care of 
© his advancement.“ The miniſter af. 
fected to receive this order with a gra- 
cious lock, eyeing me from head to 
foot; and very anxious to know who 
J was. * Go, friend, ſaid the monarch 


#5 


the count will not fail to employ: you 
in an advantageous manner, both for 
my ſervice and your on intereſt.“ 

1 immediately quitted the cloſet, and 
rejoined the ſon of Coſcolina, ho, ex- 


utmoſt agitation. He aſked me forth- 


lencia or ſtay at court. Thou ſhalt 
judge, ſaid I: then I overwhelmed 


word for word, the ſhort converſation 


* of Leyva and ] were not to blame 
in e. 


ſome emi- 


drid. 1 already ſee you in 


23 


- : ; 4 


3 


ona mx appear 
ance, ordered me to be called in; and 


my ſovereign-. Who are you ?? ſaid 
he; I remember your face, but can 


* of Lerma, and, if Lam not miſtaken, 


to me, making a ſign for me to retire; 


trentely impatient to know what the 
king had to ſay to me, remained in the 


with, whether we muſt return to Va- 


him with joy, in recounting to him, 
which I had with the king. My dear 
* maſter,” ſaid Scipio to me, when he 
heard it, will you diſtruſt my alma- 
* nacks again? Confeſs that the Lords 
ting you to take a trip to Ma! 


* * * . 
* nne 
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ban employment in which I ſhould have manner I had been received. Having 


guard againſt avarice and ambition.“ will treat you with another ſort of. 


00 TS8" cc 


which you may fill without ceaſing to | time before the miniſter, who. treated 


morning, in ſummer and winter, he gave haviour, and tempted. to depart imme=- 
audience by candle-light. I modeſtly | diately for Valencia : but this Scipio did 


count when he appeared; ſor I had but | ceived. Doſt thou not ſee,” ſaid 1 to 


that I thought him hunch-backed, though | '* child, let us yield with a good grace to 


tremely large, hung down upon his | Sir,“ anſwered. he, incenſed againſt the 
' breaſt ; his hair was black and ſtraight, | Count d'Olivarez, I would not ſo eaſily | 


"the end: | 


very handſome appearance; neverthe- | dent ſtep, I would ſoon repent it; nay, 
lefs, as L believed him to be well diſ- | © 1 believe, I run ſome riſque in tarry+ 


him agreeable. 


air, and: very graciouſly. received the | us reviſit the tower of Segovia, he par- 
me inorials which were preſented to him; | took of my fear, and no longer oppoſed 


| good perſon. Meanwhile, when I ad- | whence I reſolved to move the very next 
vanced in my turn to ſalute him, and | day 4 e 


and threatening look at me; then turn- 85 = 
ing his back, without deigning to hear e 5 — bi 1.15% 
"hs ee into. is 3 I now „ * 3 A 
thought him more ugly than he was na- ö 1 Sl 

of the hall ve inperiant” peece of Jeruiee rol age 


confounded at ſuch an unfavourable re- INS DET + xe ts 
ception, and did not know what to think | 65 N my return to my lodging I met 


aid 1 hat reception I have met with 7 | him, and aſked if he knew me, and if he 
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nent poſt; you will become the Cal? { * difficult to gueſs: the/ miniſte 
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_ © derona of Count d'Olivarez..— That to conform himſelf to the plesſute of, 


is not all What I with,” ſaid J, inter- his prince, has doubtleſs: offered your: 
ſome conſiderable © employment. — . 
for a place which is environed with ſo | © There you are miſtaken, I replied :- 
© many precſpices I would rather have 4 telling him at the ſame time in What 


liſtened attentively, he ſaid, The count 
1 © muſt have forgot you, or miſtaken you 
« vour: after the uſe I made of my paſt | for ſomebody elle; I adviſe you to 
« credit, | cannot be too much upon my | wait on him again; and I am ſure he 
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Come, Sir, replied my ſecretary, *the look.“ I followed my ſecretary's ad- 
« miniſter will give you ſome good poſt, | vice, and preſented myſelf the ſecond 


be an honeſt man.“ $a I | me ſtill worſe than at firſt, frowned at me 
More urged by Scipio than by my | as if the fight of me had given him pain, 
own curioſity, I went next day to the | turned his eyes another way, and retired 


houſe of Count d'Olivarez before ſun- | without ſpeaking one word. WA 
riſe; having been informed, that every 1 was touched to the quick by his be- 


took my ſtation in the corner of the hall, | not fail to oppoſe, being unwilling to re- 
from whence I narrowly obſerved the | nounce the hopes which he had con- 


a ſuperficial Fiew of him in the king's ! him, that the count wants to remove 
cloſet: he was tallet than the middle ae, © me from court? The king has expreſſed 
and might have palled for a fat man in a to him ſome regard for me, and that 
country where we ſee none almoſt but is ſufficient to bring upon me the aver- 
lean people; his ſhoulders were ſo high, | * ſion of his favourite: let us yield, my 


he was not ſo; his head, which was ex- | © the power of ſuch a formidable foe /— - | 


his viſage long, his complexion of an | © quit my ground; I would go and com- 
olive colour, his month ſunk in, and | © plain to his majeſty of the little regard 
his chin peaked and turned upwards at | © which the miniſter ſhews to his recom- 

| | 5 mendation.'—*Badcounſel, my friend 
ſaid 1: if 1 ſhould take that impru- 


All this together could not make a 


poſed towards me, I looked upon him ing in this city.“ e 
with a favourable eye, and even found My ſecretary began to weigh theſe 
True it is, he treated | words; and conſidering that he had ac- 


every body with an affable and pleaſant | tually to do with a man who might make 
and this ſeemed to ſupply the face of a | my deſire of quitting Madrid, from 


make myſelf known, he darted'a rude | . no 
| CHAP. ME 5:5, 


turally, went out © hall very much! dvarro. © 


Tu 


pr this matier, {ct TT: ore hot re oþ my old friend Joſeph Navarro, 
Having rejoined Scipio, who waited | clerk of the kitchen to. Don Balthazar 
'For me at the door, Doſt thou know, de Zuniga. I went up to him, ſaluted 


anſwered he; but it is net] would Rill-be ſe good as te ſpeak. to a 
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- reprounches: I deſerve them all, if! 


and the diſorder of my affairs, but was 


| him of all, and even recounted to him 


1 eee 6e in this manner, ſtick 
SE 


A bchalf to his ke wei the 


© who did not ſerve me by halves, intro- 
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Haven lively ſenſe ofthe obligation 1 


r 


wretch mo had repaid his friendſhip 
witli ingratitude. You confeſs, then, 
ſaid he, that you have not uſed me ex- 
©rremely well? —“ Ves, anſwered I; 
and you have a right to load me with 


©have not already expiated my crime by 
the remorſe Which attended it. Since 
*pou have repented of your fault,“ re- 


plied Navarro, embracing me, L ought] 


©no longer to remember it.“ I. on my 
part, hugged Jofeph in my arms; and 
we reſumed our former ſentiments for 
each other. SEE Ce Wy 
He had heard of my impriſonment, 


ignorant of what followed. I informed 
the converſation I had with the king, 
not concealing the bad reception I had 
met with from the.miniſter, no morethan 
my deſign of retiring again to my ſoli- 
tude. * Beware of going thither,' ſaid: 
he: *,fince our monarch has expreſſed 
6 a friendſhip for you, it muſt certainly 
©be of ſome ſervice. Between you and 
me, the Count d'Olivarez has a very 
c fingular diſpoſition, and is full of 
© whims : he ſometimes, as on this occa- 
© fion, acts in a very unaccountable man. 
£ ner; and nobody but himſelf has the 
© key of his irregular behaviour. In 
© ſhort, whatever reaſons he may have 


«cloſe to the buſineſs; he will not hin- 
t der you from profiting by the prince's 
bounty; this is what I affure you: 1 
vill mention it this evening to Signior 
Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my mafter, 
£ who is uncle to the Count d' Olivarez, 
« and ſhares with him the cares of go- 
4 vernment.* Navarro having told me. 
this, aſked a direction to my lodging; 
and ſo we parted. N 
It was not long before 4 ſaw him | 
again. Coming to me next day, Sig- 
v nior de Santillane,“ ſaid he, you have 
4a protector in my maſter, who will fa- 
vour you with his ſupport. On account 
of the good character which I gave of 
you, he has promiſed to eee vour. 
ount d'Oli- 
8 5 he will prepoſſeſs 


s warez, whom] he 1 
y friend Navarro, 


* in your fayour.? 


duced me two days after to Don Bal- 
thazar, who ſaid to me, with a courteous 

ior de Santillane, your friend 
as ſpoke ſo well of you as to 
engage nie in your intereſts.” I made 
found bow to Signior de Zuniga; 


and anfwered, that I ſhould all my life 
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© elination. 
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| Ving procured 
tor me the protection of a miniſter who 
was juſtly ſtyled, the light of the council. 
Don Balthazar, at this flattering reply, 
clapped me on the ſhoulder, ſaying, with 
a ſmile, * You may go again to-morrow / 
to the levee of the Count d'Olivarez, 
with whom you will be better ſatisfied ' 
than before.* | a 
I- appeared therefore the third time 
before the prime miniſter; who, having 
diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, honour 
me with a ſmiling look, from whence I 
conceived a good omen. This goes 
« well,” faid I to myſelf; the uncle 
© has made the nephew hear reaſon,* I 
now. expected a favourable reception, 
and my expectation was fulfilled : the 
count, after having given audience to 
every body, ſent for me to his cloſet, 
where he {aid to me, with a familiar air, 
Friend Santillane, forgive me for hav. 
© ing thrown” thee into perplexity for 
my diverſion ; I pleaſed myſelf with 
giving thee uneaſineſs, in order to try 


thy prudence, and ſee what thou wouldſt 


« do in thy chagrin. I don't doubt that 
thou thought'ſt I was diſpleaſed with 
© thee ; but, on the contrary, my child, 
I own I have a liking to thy perſon.” 
Though the king, my maſter, had not 
ordered me to take care of thy fortune, 
* I ſhould have done it through pure in- 
Belides, my uncle, Don 
© Balthazir de Zuniga, to whom I can 
© refuſe nothing, has deſired me to look 
upon thee as one for whomhe intereſts 
© himſelf: this is enough to determine 
© me in thy favour.” This declaration 
matte ſuchi a ſtrong impreſſion upon = A 
ſenſes, that they were quite-difordered. 
I threw myſelf at the feet of the miniſter; - 
who, having bid me rife, went on in 
this manner: Come hither again this 
* afternoon, and call for my ſteward, 
* who will impart to thee the orders I 
* ſhall give him.“ So ſaying, his excel- 


lency went out to hear maſs, as he 


ven audience; and then repaired to 
king's levee. „ 
eur . 
Gil Blas acquires ths love of the Count d. OH. 
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uſually did every day, after having gi | 


„ 


Did not fail to return in the after. 
1 noon, and call for the ſteward, whoſe 
name was Don Raymond Caporis. 
no ſooner told him my name, than ſa- 
luting me with great demonſtrations of 
ect, Signior,“ ſaid he, follow me, 
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the apartmentwhich ĩs deſtined for you 
in this honſe,? 80 ſaying, he earried 
me by a little ſtair to a range of five or 
ſix rooms, which compoſed the ſecond 
ſtory. of one wing of the houſe, and 
which were very . plainly furniſhed. 


This,“ faid he, is the lodging which his | 


« crace-appoints for you; and here you 
«© will have a table with ſix covers, main- 
« tained at kis expence. You will be 
$ ſerved by his own domeſticks, and 
there will always be a coach at your 
© command. This is not all,“ added 
he; his excellency has ordered me to 
treat you with the ſame reſpect as if 
«you was of tlie family of Guzman.“ 
— What the dence is the meaning of 
(all this ' faid 1 to myſelf. How 
+ am I to underſtand theſe diſtinctions? 
© Is there not ſome miſchief at bottom ? 
(and is it not for his diverſion that the, 
( miniſter gives me ſuch honourable 
treatment?“ While I was in this un- 
certainty, fluctuating between hope 
and fear, a page came and told me, 

that the count wanted me. I went in- 

ſtantly to his grace, who being alone 
in his cloſet, Well, Santillane, ſaid 

he; * art thon ſatisfied with thy apart- 

« ment, and the orders which I have 

given to Don Ra; mond?“ — The 

good nſs of your exceilency,” anſwered. 
I, ſeems to be exceſſive; and I receive 

(it with fear and trembling,'—* For” 
© what reaſon ?? ſaid he. Can I do too 

much henour to a man whom the king 

© has recommended to my care? No, 
indeed; I do no more than my duty | 
© in treating thee in an honourable man- 
ner: be not therefore ſurprized at 


* what 1 do for thee ; and be aſſured, |. 


that a ſolid and ſplendid fortune can- 
* not eſcape thee, provided thou art as 
much attached to me, as thou wait to 

the Duke of Lerma. But, with regard 
to that nobleman, added he, 1 have 
been told that you lived in great ſami- 
« liarity with him. 1 am curious to 
know how you two became acquainted, 
© and what employment you exerciſed. 
© under that miniſter : diſguiſe nothing; 
<1 inſiſt upon hearing the whole truth.“ 
I then remembered my perplexity with | 
the Duke of Lerma in the ſame caſe, 
and in what manner I extricated my-. 
ſelf; and this I practiſed again very 
ſucceſsfully: that is to ſay, in my nar- 
ration { ſoftened the rough places, and 
paſſed flightly over thofe things which | 


did not much redound fo my hononr: | 


I likewiſe ſpared the Duke of Lermaz 
though in doi 
| 5 


ng otherwiſe I ſhould liave 


3 8 
| Tre private converſation which Gil Blas had 
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of commanderie 


trial will ſoon come on; and if you 
„ ſire will be ſatisfied. I don't deſire 
1 


| [4 tower of Sepovia, where he was the "LO 
| « cauſe of my being impriſoned for a 


8, governments, and 

bene , 5 
What you teil me of Calderona, . 
ſaid the miniſter, interrupting me, is 
conformable to ſeveral memorials 

* which have been preſented againſt 
© him, and which contain heads of ac- 
cuſation ſtill more important. His 


* with his downfal, I believe your de- 


his death, faid I; though it was not 
his fault that I found not mine in the 


good many months. How!” cried 
his excellency; was Don Rodrigo the 
© cauſe of thy impriſonment ? this is what 
I did. not know. Don Balthazar, to 
„hom Navarro'recounted thy hiftory, 
told me that the late king ordered 
+ thee to be confined, as a puniſhment 
for having carried the prince of Spain 
to a ſuſpected place in the night; but 
© ] knew no more of the matter; and I 
can't conceive- what part Calderona _ 

could play in the piece. The part 
„of a lover who revenges an injury 
© received,” anſwered I, I then wy | 

him the whole adventure; which he 
thought ſo diverting, that, grave as he 
| was, he could not help laughing, or ra- 
ther weeping with mirth. He was ini. 
nitely rejoiced with Catalina, ſometimes 
niece, and - ſometimes 'grand-daughter, 
as well as with the part which the Duke 
of Lerma acted in the whole, BENE 
When I had finiſhed my narration, 
the count diſmiſſed me, faying, that 
he would not fail in finding me ſome 
employment next day. I ran imme- 
diately to the houſe of Zuniga, to thank 
Don Balthazar for his good offices, and 
to tell my friend Joſeph how well I was . 
with the prime - miniſter. 


| | CHA P. V. $9 f : "As 


- with Navarro, and the fir 


Suing " 
Count 4 OM -- 


As S ſoon as 1 ſaw Joſeph, I told him, 
(A. with fome agitation, that F had a 
great many "things to communicate; 
upon which he carried me to a private 
place, » here, after having informed 
him of what had happened, 1 aſked his 
opinion of the matter My opmion,” * 


— 


® N o > 
1 


y hearer. As for Don 


anſwered he, is, that you are in tte 
„„ Dy way 
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wretch mho' had repaid his friendſhip 
witli ingratitude. You confeſs, then,“ 
ſaid he, that you have notufed me ex- 
( tremely well? —“ Ves, anſwered I; 
and you have a right to load me with 
b reprouches: I deferve them all, if I 
have not already ex piated my crime by 
the remorſe Which attended it.! Since 
you have repented of your fault,“ re- 


plied Navarro, embracing me, I ought 


© no longer to remember it.“ I. on my. 

part, hugged Jofeph in my arms; and 

we reſumed our former ſentiments for 
each other. * . 

- He had heard of my impriſonment, 
and the diſorder of my affairs, but was 
ignorant of what followed. 1 informed 

Kim of all, and even recounted to him 
the converſation I had with the king, 
not concealing the- bad reception I had 
met with from the miniſter, no more than 
my deſign of retiring again to my ſoli- 
tude. * Beware of going thither, ſaid 
he: „ fince our monarch has expreſſed 
6 a friendſhip for you, it muſt certainly 
© be of ſome ſervice. Between you and” 
© me, the Count d'Olivarez has a very 
c fingular diſpoſition, and is full of 
© whims : he ſometimes, as on this occa- 
© fion, as in a very unaccountable man- 
ner; and nobody but himſelf has the 
«key of his irregular behaviour. In 

© ſhort, whatever reaſons he may have 
© t for receiving you in this manner, ſtick 

* cloſe to Agel he will not hin- 

t der you from profiting by the prince's 

« bounty ; this is what I affure you: } 

will mention it this evening to Signior 

Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my maſter, 

£ who is uncle to the Count d' Olivarez, 

« and ſhares with him the cares of go- 

£ vernment.* Navarro having told me 
this, aſked a direction to my lodging; 

and ſo we parted. i 
It was not long before 4 ſaw him 

again. Coming to me next day, Sig- 
nior de Santillane,” ſaid he, you have 

a protector in my maſter, who will fa- 

# your you with his ſupport. On account 

of the good character which I gave of 


you, he has promiſed to "nag vour. 
4 behalf to his nephew the Count d'Oli- | 
syarez, whom! 


1 he will prepoſſeſs 
* in your favour.” My friend Navarro, 
© who did not ſerve me by halves, intro- 
duced me two days after to Don Bal- 
thazar, who ſaid to me, with a courteous 
Jock, *Signior de Santillane, your friend 
*« Joſeph has ſpoke fo well of you as to 
engage me in your intereſts.“ I made 
a profound bow to Signior de Zuniga; 
And anfwered, that I ſhould all my life 
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under to Navarro, for havin 
tor me the protection of a miniſter WhO 
was juſtly ſtyled, the light of the council. 


a {mile, +You may go again to-morrow - 
© to the levee of the Count d'Olivarez, 


than before.? 

I- appeared therefore the third time 
before the prime miniſter; who, havin 
diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, honour 
me with a ſmiling look, from whence I 
conceived a good omen. This goes 
well,“ ſaid I to myſelf; the uncle 
has made the nephew hear reaſon,* I 
now. expected a favourable reception, 


count, after having given audience to 
every body, ſent for me to his cloſet, 


my diverſion ; I pleaſed myſelf with 
© giving thee uneaſineſs, in order to try 
thy prudence, and ſee what thou wouldſt 
do in thy chagrin. I don't doubt that 
* thou thought'ſt I was diſpleaſed with 
* thee ; but, on the contrary, my child, 
*I own I have a liking to thy perſon. 
Though the king, my maſter, had not 
© ordered me to take care of thy fortune, 
* I ſhould have done it through pure in- 
© clination. | 


© refuſe nothing, has deſired me to look 
* upon thee as one for whomhe intereſts 
© himſelf: this is enough to determine 
© me in thy favour,” 


ſenſes, that they were quite-difordered. 
I threw myſelf at the feet of the miniſter; 
who, having bid me rife, went on in 


who will impart'to thee the orders I 
< ſhall give him.“ So ſaying, his excel. 


ven audience; and then repaired to 
king's levee. 3 


Enn! 


A 


uſually did every day, after having Si 


dDarez. 
1 noon, and call for the ſteward, whoſe 
no ſooner told him my name, than ſa- 
ect, 81 


have g lively ſenſe ofthe obligation 1 le) 
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ocured 


Don Balchazar, at this flattering reply, 
clapped me on the fhoulder, ſaying, with 


with whom you will be better ſatisfied . 


and my expectation was fulfilled : the 


where he {aid to me, with a familiar air, 
Friend Santillane, forgive me for hav- 
© ing thrown” thee into perplexity for 


Beſides, my uncle, Don - 
© Balthazar de Zuniga, to whom 1 can 


This declaration 
made ſuch a ſtrong impreſſion upon wy 


this manner: Come hither again this 
* afternoon, and call for my ſteward, 


lency went out to hear maſs, as ha 
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Did not fail to return in the after. 

name was Don Raymond Caporis. T _ 

lating me with great demonſtrations of 
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* the apartment ich is deſtined for you 
ein this hone,” 80 ſaying, he earried 
me by a little ſtair to a range of ſive or | 
ſix rooms, which compoſed the ſecond 
ſtory of one wing of the houſe, and 
which were very plainly furniſhed. 
This,“ ſaid he, is the lodging which his 
grace appoints for you; and here you 
« will have a table with ſix covers, main- 
« tained at kis expence. You will be 
$ ſerved by his own domeſticks, and 
there will always be a coach at your 

«command. This is not all,“ added 
he; his excellency has ordered me to 
treat you with the ſame reſpect as if 
«you was of tlie family of Guzman.“ 
— What the dence is the meaning of 
(all this “ faid 1 to myſelf. How 
am I to underſtand theſe diſtinftions? 
is there not ſome miſchief at bottom ? 
(and is it not for his diverſion that the; 
(«miniſter gives me ſuch honourable 
treatment!“ While I was in this un- 
certainty, fluctuating between hope 
and fear, a page came and told me, 
that the count wanted me. I went in- 
ſtantly to his grace. who being alone 
in his cloſet, « Well, Santillane, ſaid 
he; * art thou ſatisfied with thy apart- 
« ment, and the orders which I have 
given to Don Ra; mond?“ —* The 
good nſs of your excellency,” anſwered. 
I, * ſeems to be exceſſive; and I receive 
(it with fear and trembling,'—* For- 
© what reaſon ?“ ſaid he. 
«© much honour to a man whom the king 
has recommended to my care? No, 
indeed; I do no more than my duty 
© in treating thee in an honourable man- 
ner: be not therefore ſurprized at 


© what 1 do for thee; and be aſſured, 


© that a ſolid and ſplendid fortune can- 
not eſcape thee, provided thou art as 
much attached toi me, as thou waſt to 
the Duke of Lerma. But, with regard 
to that nobleman, added he, I have 
© been told that you lived in great fami- 
«© liarity with him. 1 am curious to 


know how you two became acquainted, 1 
and what employment you exerciſed ] 


© under that miniſter : diſguiſe nothing; 'The private 


I inſiſt upon hearing the whole truth.“ 


I then remembered my perplexity with |” which de was 6 
and in what manner I extricated my- | © tr.... ls Tap /iOÞ The 
As ſoon as 1 faw Joſeph, I told him, 
itation, that 1 had a 
great many things to communicate; 

upon which he carried me to'a private 
place, „here, after having informed! 


the Duke of Lerma in the ſame caſe, 


ſelf; and this I practiſed again very 
ſucceſsfully : that is to ſay, in my nar- 
ration 4 ſoftened the rough places, and 
paſſed Nightly over thoſe things which 
did not much redound to my honour: | 
I likewiſe ſpared the Duke of Lerma;z 


Can I do too 


aps" es 
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benefices. © 


ſaid the miniſter, interrupting me, is 


© conformable to ſeveral memorialss 


* which have been preſented -againſt 
© him, and which contain heads of ac- 
* cuſation ſtil} more important. His 
trial will. ſoon come on; and if you 


viſh his downfal, I believe your de- 


© fire will be ſatisfied. '—* I don't deſire 
his death, faid:-I; though it was not 


his fault that I found not mine in the 
© tower of Segovia, where he was thek 
© cauſe of my being impriſoned for a 
good many months. How!” cried _ 
| his excellency; was Don Rodrigo the 
© cauſe of thy impriſonment ? this is what 


© 1 did.not know. Don Balthazar, to 


hom Navarro'recounted thy hiftory, 
told me that the late king ordered 


+ thee to be confined, as a puniſhment 
to a ſuſpected place in the night; but 


could play in the piece. ! The part 
received, anſwered I, I then tol 


thought ſo diverting, that, grave as he 
was, he could not help laughing, or ra- 
nitely rejoiced with Catalina, ſometimes ' 
niece, and ſometimes grand- daughter, 
of Lerma acted in the whole. 


When I had finiſhed my narration, 
the count diſmiſſed me, ſaying, that 
employment next day. I ran imme. 
Don Balthazar for his good offices, and 
with the prime · miniſte... 
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darez. 


with ſome 


though in doing otherwiſe I ſhould liave {| opinion of the matter My opwmion,”. 


better pleaſed zy hearer. As for Don | 


Rodrigo de Calderona, I gave him no 
quarter, but diſcloſed all the ſine ſtrokes 
which 1 Rnew he ſtruck in the'traffick 
of commanderies, governments, and 


What you teil me of Calderond,?. 85 


1 
— — = 


for having carried the prince of Spain 


I knew no more of the matter; and 1 
* can't. conceive- what part Calderona 


© of a lover who revenges an injury | 


him the whole adventure; which he 
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ther weeping with mirth. He was ini. 


as well as with the part which the Duke 
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he would not fail in finding me ſome 

diately to the houſe of Zuniga, to thanx 

to tell my friend Joſeph how well I'was 
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: with Navarro, and the ff buſineſs in 
s employed & the Count d O. 


him of what had happened, 1 aſked his 
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THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


* vel l f : mas 


A 
*. 


SCE 


way of making a vaſt fortune: every 


* thing ſmiles upon you; you are agree- 


able to the prime- miniſter; and another 
thing which may turn out to your ad- 


© vantage is, that I can do you the ſame 


« ſervice! which you received from my | 


© uncle Melchior de la Ronda, when you 


t firſt entered the family of the Arch. 
© biſhop of Grenada. He ſpared yon 


© the. trouble of ſtudying the prelate 
+ and his principal officers, - by diſ- 


©« cloſing their different characters to 


' * you at once: and I will, affer his 


example, make you eee with 
© the count, the counteſs hits wife, and 


« Donna Maria de Guzman, their only 


Schild- Ke, | 0 
The miniſter has a quick penetrat- 
ing genius, capable of forming grand 
* deſigns. He ſets up for an univerſal 
man, becanſe he has a ſmall tincture 
of every ſcience, and believes himſelf 


able to decide in every thing. He 


s imagines himſelf a profound lawyer, 


a great captain, and a moſt confum- 


mate politician. Aud to this, he is 
* ſo intoxicated with his own opinions, 


that he always follows them rather 


* than thoſe of others; that he may not 


ſeem beholden to the underſtanding of 


* any man. Between you and me, this 
defect may have ſtrange conſequences ; 


4 from which Heaven preſerve the mo- 


4 narchy! He ſhines in the council by a 
© natural eloquence ; and he would write 
as well as he ſpeaks, if, in order to 


« dignify his ſtyle, he did not affect ex - 


a preſſions which render it ſtiff and ob- 
He is, beſides, very whim. 


« (cure. 
« fical, capricious, and chimerical : fo 


© much for his head. As to his heart, 


he is generous and friendly. 


6 niard is otherwiſe? He is alſo accuſed 


He is 
: 4 ſaid to be vindictive ; but what Spa- 


af ingratitude, in being the occaſion of 


+ exilin 
x Friar 


the Duke d'Uzeda, and the 
ewis Aliaga, to whom, people 
_ © ſay, he had great obligations: but this 


cis pardonable; the deſire of being 
« prime-miniſter © prevails” over every 


other ſentiment. 


Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaſco, | 


_ * Counteſs of Olivarez,“ continued Jo- 
ſeph, is a lady who has no fault that 


41 know, but that of ſelling her favours. 
at a high price. As for Donna Maria 


de Guzman, who is, without contra- 


4 diction, this day the richeſt match in 


lady, and the idol of her father. Model 


Spain, the is an accompliſhed young 


your behaviour accordingly; be aſſi- 


'© duous in making your court to theſe. 
two ladies; and appear full more de- 


/ 


| © voted to the Count d'Olivarez than 
you was tothe Duke of Lerma, before 
© your journey to Segovia; in which 
caſe, you will certainly become a per- 
ſonage of rank and power. 4 
© 1 likewiſe adyife you,” added he, 
to wait upon my maſter. Don Baltha- 


zar from time to time; though you 


* have no need of him for your ad- 
vancement, don't neglect him; he 
© has a very good opinion of you at 
* preſent : preſerve his friendſhip and 
© eſteem, which may be of. ſervice to 
© you upon ſome occation or other. 
| © As the uacle and nephew, ſaid I, 
© are both concerned in the miniſtry, is 
there no jeulouſy between the two col. 
leagnes?“— “ On the contrary,” an- 
ſwered he, they live together in the 
| *-preateſt harmony. Had it not- been 
for Don Balthazar, the Count d' Oli. 


prime-miniſter: for, in ſhort, after 
the death of Philip the Third, alll the 
© friends and partizans of the Houſe of 
Sandoval exerted themſelves very 
© much, ſome in favour of the cardinal, 
and others in behalt of his ſon ; but 
amy maſter, who was the moſt ſubtle 
among the courtiers, and the count, 
* as cunning as he, broke all their mea- 
* ſures, and took ſuch effectual ſteps to 
* ſecure that place, that their antagonills 
were quite foiled. The Count d' Oh- 
© varez, when he became miniſter, ſhared 
© the adminiſtration with his uncle Don 
* Balthazar, to whom he left the care 
© of foreign affairs, reſerving all domeſ- 
© tick concerns to himſelf: fo that, by 
* theſe means, ſtrengthening the ties cf 
* friendſhip,, which ought naturally 10 
© unite perſons. of the ſame blood," theſe 
* two noblemen, independent of. one an- 
other, live in ſuch good correſpond- 
ence as to nie ſeems unalterable.” 
Such was the converſation 1 had with 
Joſeph, by whoſe information 1 hoped 
to profit: after which 1 went to thank 
Signior de Zuniga for his goodneſs to. 
wards me. He told me very politely, 
that he would ſeize every occaſion of be- 
friending me, and that he was very glad 
to find me ſatisfied with his nephew, to 
whom, he affured me, he would ſpeak 
again in my favour; reſolving at leaſt, 


welfare at heart, and that, inftead of one 
atron, I had two. It was thus that 
Don Balthazzar, out of friendſhip for 
Navarro, intereſted. himſelf in my be- 
N half. \ Tet ec N 008M 4 
That very evening I quitted my. hired 


room, to go and lodge abi the prime, 
; Fs miniſter's 


* 


he ſaid, to convince me, that he had my 


K e ww 


ba. 


22> % 


his daughter Seraphina. ; 


© © ployed thee: in abridging memorials : 
_ +] have got one, which'1 intend for | 
thy firſt eſſay: The ſubject of it is 


tin very great diſorder: the buſineſs 


condition of the ex. the finances 
revenue engroſſed | 
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miniſier's bouſe, where I ſupped with | 
Scipio in my own apartment. There 
we were lerved by the domeſticks of 
the family, who, while we eat our 
victuals with an affected gravity, laugh- 
ed, perhaps, within themſelves, at the 
reſpett which they were commanded to 
new. When the table was uncovered, 
and they were retired, ww ſecretary, 
laying {aſide his conſtraint, faid a thou- 
and: diverting things, which his gay 
diſpoſition and ſanguine hopes inſpired; 
As for me, although overjoyed at the 
brilliant fituation in which 1 ſaw my- 
ſelf, 1 fele myſelf no longer diſpoſed to 
de dazzled by it; but, | mow. "hag bed, 
ſlept ſoundly, without giving way to the ö 
agreeable. ideas with which 1 might 
have entertained my fancy; whereas 
the ambitious Scipio enjoyed litile re- 
oſe, but paſſed half of the night in 
Barn ny money for the portion of 


0 


— 


I had ſcarce got on my clothes next 
morning, when I was ſent for by his 
grace; who, when I came before him 
laid to me, Well, Santillane ; let us 
© ſee a ſpecimen of what thou cank, do. 
Thou ſayeſt the Duke of Lerma em- 


this: it muſt be a performayce to 
prepoſſeſs tlie publick in favour of my 
miniſtry. I have already privarely 
© ſpread à report, that I found affairs 


© therefore is to expoſe to the eyes of 
both cour: and city the miſerable con- 
dition to which the monarchy is re- 
« duced.. We muſt, on this ſubject, 
draw a picture which will ſtrike the 
« people, and hinder them from regret- 
© ting the loſs of my predeceſſor. After 
that, you muſt extol the meaſures 
« which: 1 have taken to Tender his 
© majeſty's reign glorious, his dominions 


« flouriſhing, and his ſubjects perfectly | 


« happy.* | an | 
His grace, having ſpoke in this man- 
ner, gave me a paper, containing the 
juſt cauſes the nation had to complain 
of the preceding adminiſtration, ſum- 
med up in ten articles; the leaft of 
which, 1 remember, was ſufficient» to 
alarm all good Spaniards: then ſmutting 
me in a cloſet adjoining: to his own,” he 
left me to work at liberty. I began 
to compoſe my memorial as well as 1 
could. I firſt of all deſcribed the bad 


exhauſted, the roya 
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ruined. 1 then demonſtratèti the ſaults 
committed by thofe who had governed 
the ſtate under the laſt 


preſentedithe monarchy in danger, and 


of rhe Duke of Lerma was a great ap- 


though T-harboured- no reſentment a- 
| gainſt that nobleman; I was net ſorry 


diſpoſition of man! 


future. I made the Count d'Olisarez 


new minifter; that he ſeemed ſurprized 


* pofed a morſel worthy of a ſecretary 
of Rate? I am not ſurprized that the 


' © thy ſtyle is concife, and even elegant; 


corrections, that. he loved (as Navarro 


ther conceits, in his diftiony he pre- 
ſerved two-thirds of my work; and, to 


three hundred piſtoles, as a deſert at 
Hine OE 7 0.795 ERS 
n e eee e He 1: 


with the fucceſs of the abour-mentroned 


* 


o 


N 


1. ed Scipio with a new opportunity 


| © You fee,” ſaid he, that Fortune has 
10 great deſigus in your favour. 5 Are 


fſolitude? Long life to the Count 


much attached to him, allowed you to 


— 


and the marine entirely 


* 


— 


* 


+ languiſh ſeveral months, without give 


- 


- 


aſt reign, and ine 
terrible conſequences which might p ., 
ceed from theſe faults. In ſhore; I 17 


o ſharply cenſured the former uniniſter, 
that, according to my memorial; the loſs 


pineſs for Spain.” To ſay the trath/ - 


to do him this good office. Such is the x 


In fine, aſter a frightſul picture of the 
misſortunes which threatened Spain, _ 
encouraged the minds of the people, b) 
making them conceive fair 7 of the” 


ſpeak like a ſaviour ;fent from heaven 
for the ſalvation of the ſtate; I promiſed 
mountains and miracles: in u word, 
entered ſo well into the views of the 


at my performance; which when he had 


| read to an end, Santillane, ſaid he, 
© doſt thou know that thou haſt com- 


Duke of Lerma employed thy pen; 
but I think it is à little too natüral.“ x; 
He then pointed out the places 'whick 
were not to his taſte, altering them with 
his own hand; and 1 perceived, by his 
had told nie) obſcure and far-fetched 


expreſſions. Nevertheleſs, though he 
| was reſolved to have nobleneſs, or ra- 


ſhew how well he was fatisfied with my 
capacity, ſent 10 me, by Don Raymond, 


The uſe to which Gil Blas puts his-three hun... Ke 
dred piſtoles; and. his charge to Srpto 


4 . 


Alis favour of the miniſter furniſh- 


of congratulating my return to court. 


you now ſorry for having quitted your 
d' Olivarezi he is quite another ſort 


of a patron than his predeceſſur. The 
Duke of Lerma, though you was ſo 


die 


- 


* 
* 
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. : about me matter. 1 don't doubt that 
© they are extremely i 


their own. work, ':fince it is certain, 


— 


421 ſhall be glad of a companion on 


© ing you one piſtole ; whereas the count 
© has. already beſtowed upon you a grati- 


© fication which you could not have ex- 
* x pected till after long ſervice. - . 


: <1: wiſh,” added be, that the Lords 


© of Leyva were witneſſes of the happi- 
© neſs which you enjoy, or at leaſt made 
© acquainted with it. — It is time, in- 


I; and I was juft going to talk to theg 


atient to hear 
from me; but 1 waited until I ſhould 
* fee myſelf ſettled in ſome ſhape or 
s other, and be able th inform them 
poſitively whether or not I ſhould ſtay 
at court. Now that I am fixed, thou 
mayeſt ſet out for Valencia when thou 
wilt, to inform thoſe noblemen of my 
<-preſent ſituation, which 1 look upon as 


that, had it not been for them, I fhould. 
£ never have determined upon my jours: 
© ney to Madrid.” — My dear malter,” 
cried the fon of -Coſcolina, how happy. 


will they be when | recount tos them | 


© what: has happened to you! would ! 


were already at the gates of Valencia! 


« but I thall be there very ſoon. Don 
© Alphonio's two horſes are ready: I 
« will fet out immediately with one of 
© his grace's lacquies; for, beſides that 


the road, you know people will be 
dazzled by the livery of the prime - 
e miniſter.* - e e 
I could not help laughing at the ridi- 
culous vanity of my ſecretary, though, 
vainer ſtill perhaps than he, I let him 
do as he deſired. Go, ſaid 1; and 
return as ſoon as poſſible; for I have 
another commiſſion to give thee: thou 
* myſt go to the Aſturias with money 
© for my mother, 1 have, through neg- 
© ligence, let the time paſs, on which I 
« promiſed to remit an hundred piſtoles 
© tq her, and which you undertook to 
© deliver with thy own hand. Theſe 
* fort. of promifes from à ton ought to 
be ſo facred that I upbraid myſelf with 
© my want of punctuality.'—* Sir,“ an- 
ſwered Scipio, in fix weeks. I will 
4 bring vou an account of both thefe 
* commiſſions; I will converſe with the 
© Lords of Leyva, make a tour to yotir 
© cyuntry-houſe;;:.and revilit the city of 
Oviedo, which 1 never remember 
© without wiſhing three-fourths ant à 
half of it's inhabitants at the devil.“ 
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ä 
perform the long journey whieh he had 
undertaken 51s Re Ot oh 
A few days after his departure, the 
count ſent our memorial to the preſs; 
and it was no ſooner: publiſhed than it 
became the ſubject of alt converſation 
in Madrid. The people, always friends 


. 
4 


to novelty, were chatmed withthe per. 
© degd,. far them to know it,” anſwered. 


| formance: The low ebb of the finances, 
which was painted in lively colours, in- 
cenſed them agaiuſt the Duke af Lerma; 
and if the ſtrokes of tlie qui, which 
that miniſter received, were not ap. 
phlauded by every one, at leaſt they niet 
with abundance of approbation. 

. As for the magnificent promifes made 
by the Count d Olivarez,. and, among 
others, that of defraying the- national 
expence by a pnident œconomv, with. 
out incominoding the ſubjects, they daz. 
 zled the citizens in general, and con- 
firmed them in the grand opinian which 


puctty; ſo that the whole city echoed 
Cagh hieprane, Lo ER 

That, miniſter, overjoyed to ſee the 
accompliſhment. of. his aim, which in 
that publicatiou had been to acquire the 
publick affection, was reſolved to de- 
ler ve it effectually, by a comniendable 
action, which ſhould be (ſerviceable to 
the King. For this purpoſe he had re- 
courſe to the invention of the Emperor 
Galba; that is, to make thoſe who had 
enriched themſelves, the Lord knows 
how, in the adininiſtration of the fi- 
nances, rezorge their wealth. When 
he had drawn from thoſe leeches the 
blood which they had ſucked, and filled 
the coffers af the king, he undertook to 
preſerve it, by ſuppreſſing all penſions, 
not even excepting hisown, as well asthe 
gratifications that were given out of the 
king's exchequer, To ſucceed in this 
delign,, which he could not execute 
without changing the face of govern- 
ment, he employed me in compoſing a 
new memoriat, the ſubſtance and form 
of which he dictated. He then en- 
joined me to riſe as much as Þ could 
above the ordinary ſimplicity of my ſtile, 


Enough, my lord,” ſaid 1; your ex 
dcellency ſtialb have the ſplendid and ſub- 
Ame which you deſire.“ 1 ſhut myſelf 
up in the ſame eloſet where I had com- 
poſed the firſt, and there went to work, 


after having invoked the eloquent ge- 


nius of the Archbiſhop of Grenada. 


Upon tlüs, I counted out to the ſon of | 1 began by repreſenting, that we 


Coſcolina one hundred piſtoles for my 


could not be too careful in preſerving 


tor b.mſeit, that he might agreeably 


mother's penſion, with an hundred more | the _ which was in the treaſury 
| and which ought to be employed only in 
| ; 20 e 


thay had already entertained of his ca-. 


ea O_o a woe a «a 4 «a ky 


and give more dignity to my expreſſions. 


* ak 


a 


a 4 
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81L BLAS OF SANTILLANE: 


the emergencies of the ſtate, as being 


a ſacred ſund, reſerved on purpoſe to 
keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Then 
I demonſtrated to the king (for the me- 
morial was addreſſed to him) that, in 
taking away äll the penſions and gratifi- 


cations with. which the revenue was lad - 
dled, he could not, for all that, deprive 


himſelf of the pleaſure of rewarding 
thoſe ſubjetts who ſhould deſerve his fa- 
vour ; fiance, without touching his trea- 
ſure, he was in a condition to beſtow 
upon them great recompences : that for 
ſome he had vice-royalties, govern- 
ments, orders of knighthood, and mili- 
tary employments; for others, com- 
mande:ies, and penſions upon them, 
titles, magiſtracies ; and, in fine, all ſorts 


of benefices for thoſe who are conſecrat- 


ed to the church. 

This memorial, which was much 
longer than the firſt, took me up near 
three days; and luckily I compoſed it 
to the taſte of my maſter; who, find- 
ing it written with emphaſis, and ſtuffed 
with metaphors, loaded me with ap- 
plauſe. * Lam very well ſatisfied with 
© this,” ſaid he, pointing to the moſt tu- 
mid places; * theſe are well-ſtamped ex- 
« prefſions: Courage, friend; I foreſee 
© that thou wilt be of great ſervice to 
me.“ Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the ap- 
plauſe of which,he was fo prodigal, he 


did not fail to retouch the memorial. 


He inſerted a good deal of his own, and 
compoſed a piece of eloquence which 
charmed the king and the whole court. 
The city joined it's approbation, and 
conceived a happy omen of the future ; 
and flattered itſelf, that the-monarchy 
would, reſume it's ancient luſtre under 
the miniſtry of ſuch a great man. 

His excellency, ſeeing that this piece 
did him a great deal of honour, was wil- 
ling that 1 thould reap ſome fruit from 
it, in conſideration of my ſhare in the 
compolition : he accordingly beſtowed 
upon me a, penſion of five hundred 


crowns upon the commandery of Caſtile; | 


which was the more agreeable to me, as 
it was not wickedly though ealily got. 


i we a FOE 


By what accident, in what place, and condi- 


tion, Gil Blas found his friend Fabricio; 


and the converſation that paſſed between 


. ' them. © 


N gave more pleaſure to 
LN the count, than to know the opi- 
nion which the people of Madrid had of 
his conduct in the miniſtry. He aſked 


every d 
1 ade 


ay, what people ſaid of him; 


and even maintained ſpies, who brought 
him an exact account of what paſſed in 
the city. They reported to him every 
word which they heard; and, as he or- 
dered them to be ſincere, his ſelf. love 
ſuffered ſometimes; for the people have 
an intemperance of tongue which has 
no reſpect of perſons 
When I perceived that he was pleaſed 
with theſe reports, I employed myſelf 
every afternoon in going to publick 
places, and joining converſation with 
good company. Whey they ſpoke of 
the government, I liſtened with atten- 
tion; and if they ſaid any thing that 
deſeryed to be retold to his excellency, 
I did not fail to inform him of it: but 
it muſt be obſerved, that I never re- 
ported any thing which was ſpoke to 
his RrejJladicen: wt 8 {4 
One day, as I returned from one of 
thoſe places, paſſing by the door of an 
hoſpital, I felt an inclination to enter. 
I walked through two or three wards 
full of ſick people a-bed, and ſurveyed 
every thing around me. Among: theſe 
unfortunate people, whom I could not 
behold without compaſſion, I was ſtruck 
with the appearance of one, who, I be- 
lieved, was my old friend and comrade 
Fabricio. That I might have'a more 
diſtinct view of him, I approached his 
bed; and, having no longer any reaſon 
to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez, 
ſtopped a tew minutes to conſider him, 
without ſpeaking ; while he, recolle&- 
ing me alſo, eyed me in the ſame 
manner. At length, breaking filence, 
Sure,“ ſaid I, my eyes deceive me! 
© 1s this actually Fabricio whom I meet 
in this place '—* The very ſame,” ans 
ſwered he coldly: and thou haſt no 
* cauſe to be ſurprized at it. Since 1 
<£ left thee, I have ever exerciſed the 
* buſineſs of an author: I have com- 
« poſed romances, comedies, all kinds 
« of works of genius; I have run my 
© race, and am now at the hoſpital.* - 
I could not help laughing at theſe 
words, and ſtill more at the ſerious air 
with which ' they were pronounced. 
© How ' cried I; *has the Muſe brought 
© thee to this place? hath ſhe play 
« thee this villainous trick?“ Thou 
© {eeſt it is ſo, he replied: this houſe 
is the retreat of many a wit. Thou 
© haſt done well, my child, to take ano- 
© ther road; but methinks thou art no 
© longer at .court, and the face of thy 
d affairs is changed: nay, I remember 
© to have heard, that thou waſt impri- 
ſoned by order of the king. True,“ 


ſaid I, the charming ſituation in which 
8 5 I was, 
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1 was, when we parted, in a little 
© time after was followed by a reverſe of 
fortune, which robbed me of my 
wealth and liberty: nevertheleſs, my 
© friend, thou ſeeſt me again in a more 
« flouriſhing ſtate than ever.'—* That 
is impoſſible!” cried Nunnez; thy 
* apparel is frugal and plain; and thou 
© haſt not that vain and inſolent air 
© which proſperity uſually gives.“ 
«< Misfortune,” anſwered I, hath puri- 
* fied my virtue; and I have learned, in 
© the ſchool of adverſity, to enjoy riches 
© with moderation.” | 
© Tell me then,” cried Fabricio, ſtart- 
ing up in a tranſport, * what may be 
8 thy employment? what buſineſs doſt 
© thou follow ? art thou not ſteward to 
« ſome ruined grandee, or opulent wi- 
dow: I have a better poſt,” I re- 
plied ; * but thou muſt diſpenſe with 
* my telling thee more at preſent: I will 
« ſatisfy thy curioſity another time. 1 
< will now only let thee know, that I am 
*jn a condition to aſſiſt thee, or rather, 
to make thee eaſy for life, provided 
thou wilt promiſe to write no more 
* works of. genius either in verſe or 
s proſe. Doſt thou feel thyſelt capable 
« of making ſuch *a ſacrifice to me? 
T have already made it to Heaven, 
ſaid he, *during a ſevere diſtemper of 
* which I am juſt cured. A Dominican 
« father haz made me abjure poetry, as 
© an amuſement which, it not criminal, 
at leaſt diverts the mind from the pur- 
« ſuit of wiſdom and virtue.” RO 
« congratulate thee, my dear Nun- 
„ nez, anfwered I: but beware of a 
« relapſe.'—" That I am in no fear of,” 
he reſumed: I am firmly reſolved to 
« abandon the Muſes; and, when thou 
© cameſt into the ward, was juſt com- 
« poſing an eternal adieu to them in 
«© yerſe.*——* Mr. Fabricio,“ ſaid I, ſhak- 
ing my head, 1 don't know if the 
Dominican and I dare truſt to your 
« abjuration, you ſeem ſo furiouſly en- 
* chanted by theſe learned damſels! 
No, no!” anſwered he; I have broke 
oft all connection with them; nay, 
* more, I have conceived an averſion 
for the publick, who does not de- 
* ſerve that authors ſhould conſecrate 
* their works to it: I ſhould be ſorry 
if I could produce any thing that 
would pleaſe it. Don't imagine, con- 
tinued he, that this language is dictated 
by paſſion: I ſpeak in cold blood. I 
©equally deſpiſe the applauſe and hiſſes 
© of the publick, which one does not. 


know how to manage. It is fo ny 


« cious, that it does not think two days 
© one way. What fools are thoſe dra- 


| © matick writers who are vain of the 


* ſucceſs of their performances! What- 
© ever noiſe they make by their novelty, 
*1f they are brought upon the ſtage 
© twenty years after, they are for 
* the moſt part very ill received. The 
« preſent generation taxes the paſt with 
want of taſle, and it's determinations 
are contradicted by thoſe of the next; 
from whence I concluded, that thoſe 
© authors who are now applauded, will 
© be hiſſed by poſterity. It is the ſame 
thing with regard to romances, and 
other amuſing. books, which, though 
v at firſt they meet with general appro. 
* bation, inſenſibly fink into contempt. 
That honour, therefore, which we 


© reap from the good ſucceſs of our 


works, is nothing but a mere chimera, 
an illuſion of the brain, a fire of ſtraw 
« which evaporates in ſmoke.” 

Though I was well convinced that the 
Aſturian poet ſpoke this from paſſion 
only, I did not ſeem to perceive it; 
but ſaidjto him, I am overjoyed to 
* find thee diſgufted with, the belles 
© lettres, and radically cured of the rage 
of writing. Be aſſured that I will im- 
© mediately procure for thee an employ- 
ment in which thou mayeſt enrich thy- 
« ſelf, without being at a great expence 
of genius.'—* So much the better!“ 
cried he. * Genius ſtinks in my noſtrils, 
and I now look upon it as the moſt 
fatal preſent that Heaven can beſtow 
© upon man.'—< I wiſh, my dear Fa- 
bricio,” I replied, * that thou mayeſt 
« ſtill preſerve theſe ſentiments. If yon 
* perſiſt in your reſolution to quit poetry, 
« 1 repeat it, I will ſoon procure for 
© thee an honourable and lucrative pot ; 
* but until I can do thee this ſervice,” 
added I, giving him a purſe of ſixty 
piſtoles, © pray accept of this ſmall token 


of my friendſhip.” 
O generous friend l' cried the fon 


of Barber Nunnez, tranſported with 


owe to Heaven for bringing thee into 
© this hoſpital, which I will leave this 
very day by thy aſſiſtance!' And he 
actually ordered himſelf to be tranf- 


fore we parted, I told him where I 
lived, and invited him to come and ſee 
me, as ſoon as he ſhould be perfectly re- 
covered. He ſeemed extremely ſur- 

rized, when I told him, that T lodged 
in the houſe of the Count d'Olivares. 


© Thrice happy Gil Blas; ſaid he, 
; Si - PP wo 3 id * whole 


* 


gratitude and joy; * what thanks do I. 


ported into a hired lodging: but, be- 


as I myſelf had the ſame foible, gained 


was intruſted with the myſteries of the 


cerns only: by theſe means, making as 


« whoſe fate it is to be a miniſter's fa- 
« vourite | [rejoice at thy good fortune 
* fince thou uleſt it ſo well.” 


CHAP. VIII. 


ä 


his maſter. Scipio returns to Madrid, 
and gives an account of has journey to 
Santillane. 
HE Count d*Olivarez; whom 
henceforth I ſhall call the count- 
duke, becauſe the king was pleaſed 
about this time to honour him with that 
title, had a foible which 1 diſcovered 
very much to my own advantage; and 
this was, a deſire of being beloved. As 
ſoon as he perceived that any one at- 
tached himſelf to him through inclina- 
tion, he immediately conceived a friend- 
* for that adherent. | 
took care not to neglect this ob- 
ſervation. I was not contented with 
barely doing what he commanded ; I 
executed his orders with ſuch demon- 
ſtrations of zeal as quite won his heart. 
I ſtudied his taſte in all things, that I 
might conform myſelf to it; and an- 
ticipated his defires as much as I 
could. | 
By this conduct, which ſeldom fails 
of ſucceſs, I inſenſibly became the fa- 
vourite of my maſter, who, on his part, 


my whole ſoul, by the marks of af- 
fection which he beſtowed upon me; 
and I inſinuated myſelf ſo far into his 
favour, that I at length ſhared his con- 
fidence with Signior Carnero, his chief 
ſecretary. | 
Carnero had practiſed the ſame me- 
thod of being agreeable to his excel- 
lency ; and ſucceeded fo well, that he 


cabinet. That ſecretary and I were the 
two confidents of the prime- miniſter, 
and the depoſitories of his ſecrets; with 
tins difference, that he ſpoke to Carnero 
of nothing but ſtate affairs, and con- 
verſed. with me on his own private con- 


it were two ſeparate departments, with 
which we were both equally ſatisfied, 


we lived together without jealouſy, as 


without friendſhip. I had cauſe to be 
pleaſed with my-ftuation, which giving 
me continual opportunitiesof being with 
the count-duke, I was always at hand 
to obſerve the very bottom of his ſoul ; 
which he, though naturally diſſembling, 
ceaſed to conceal from me, when he no 


II BLAS OF SANTILLANE: 


© Santillane,' ſaid he to me one day, 
© thou haſt ſeen the Duke of Lerma en- 
joy an authority which looked more 


like the power of an abſolute monarch 


than that of a favourite miniſter : 'ne- 


Cil Blas breomes more e e e by { © vertheleſs, I am flill more lucky than 


© he was, even at the higheſt point of 
© his fortune. He had two formidable 
© enemies in the Duke d'Uzeda his own 
ſon, and in the confeſſor of Philip the 
© Third, whereas I ſee not one perſon 


| © near the king, who has credit enough 


to hurt me, nor even one whom I ſu- 
© ſpect to be my foe. ; 
It is true, indeed,” continued he, 
© that when I came to the miniſtry, I 
« ſuffered none to be near the prince, 
© but thoſe who were connected with 
me, _— by blood or friendſhip. I 
have by vice-royalties or embaſſies 
got rid of all thoſe noblemen who, 
' by their perſonal merit, might have 
© acquired "as portion of my fovereign's 
* favour, which I was reſolved entirely 
© to poſſeſs : ſo that I may now ſafely 
* ſay, no great man takes umbrage at 
my credit. Thou ſeeſt, Gil Blas, ad- 
ded he, that 1 diſcloſe my heart to 
© thee. As I have reaſon to think thee 
entirely devoted to me, I have choſen 


| © thee for my confident. Thou doſt not 


© want underſtanding; art, I believe, 
* modeft, prudent, and diſcreet; in a 
© word, thou ſeemeſt proper for execut- 
© ing twenty ſorts of commiſſions, which 
© require a young man of extenſive un- 
derſtanding, who is at the ſame time 
© in my intereſts.” e ö 
I was not proof againſt the flattering 
images which theſe words raiſed in my 
imagination. Some vapours of avarige 
and ambition mounted into my brain, 
and awaked in me thoſe ſentiments 
over which I thought I had gained a 
complete triumph. I proteſted to the 
miniſter, that I-would anſwer his inten- 
tions with all my power: and I kept my- 
ſelf ready to execute, without ſcruple, 
all the commiſſions with which he ſhould 
think proper to truſt me. © 
While I was thus difpoſed to raiſe 
new altars to Fortune, Scipio, return- 
ing from his journey, ſaid, © I have not 
© a tedious narration to make. The 
Lords of Leyva were charmed when J 


told them the reception you met with 


« from the king, when he knew you, 
«© and with the behaviour of the Count 
© d'Olivarez.? | 2 3 
Here 1 interrupted Scipio, ſaying, 
© You would have given them ſtill more 
© pleaſure, my friend, could you have 


longer doubted the ſincerity. of my at- 


told them on what to oting I am now 
ES with 
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* with his grace. The rapidity of the 


-*-progreſs which I have made in his ex- 


* cellency's heart ſince thy departure is 
altogether prodigious.'——*® God be 
* praiſed, my dear maſter!” anſwered 
he; I foreſee that a ſplendid deſtiny 
© awaits us. Let us wave this ſubject,” 
ſaid I, and talk of Oviedo. Thou haſt 
© been at the Aſturias; in what condi- 
tion didſt thou leave my mother i'— 
Ah, Sir!“ he rephied, aſſuming all of a 
ſudden a melancholy look, ] have no- 


thing but afflicting news for you from 


that quarter.'—" O Heaven! cried 1, 


my mother is' certainly dead.'—* Six 


© months ago,” ſaid my ſecretary, the 
©, good lady paid the tribute of naty 
good lady paid the tribute of hature, as 


well as your uncle Signior Gil Perez.“ 


I was deeply affected with any mo- 
ther's death, although in my infancy 


J had never received from her thoſe ca- 


reſſes which are neceſſary to make chil- 
dren grateful in the ſequel. 1 likewiſe 
paid thoſe tears which J owed to the 
good canon, for the care he had of my 
education. My grief, indeed, did not 


laſt long, but ſoon mellowed into a 
tender remembrance which I have al- 


ways preſerved of my parents. 


CHAP. 1X. 


How and to whom the count-duke married 
Eis only daughter, with the bitter fruits 
watch that marriage produced. 


OON after the return of Coſcolina's 

ſon, the count-duke fell into a pro- 
found reverie, in which he remained for 
the ſpace of eight whole days. -I ima- 
gined that he was meditating ſome great 
ſtroke of politicks; but the ſubject of 
his muſing regarded his own family only. 
Gil Blas,“ ſaid he to me one afternoon, 
thou muſt have perceived that I am a 
© good deal perplexed in mind. Yes, 
* my child, I am wholly engrofſed by 
© an affair upon which the repoſe of my 
£ life depends; and I will impart tne 


_ *'ſecret to thee. 
Donna Maria, my daughter, con- 


tinued he, © is now marriageable, and 
her heart is diſputed by a great number 


of noblemen. The Count de Niebles, 


« eldeſt. fon of the Duke de Medina Si- 


© donia. chief of the family of Guzman, 


* and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt ſon of 
the Marquis de Carpio and my own 
© ſiſter, are the two candidates who ſeem 
© beſt intitled to the preterence ; eſpe- 


.* cially the laſt, who poſſeſſes merit fo. 
mtich ſuperior to that of his rivals, 
© that all the court perſuade themſelves 
I thall make choice of him for my ſon- 


| * in-law. Nevertheleſs, without enter. 
ing into the reaſons which I have to 


* exclude him, as well as the Count de 
« Niebles, I will tel] thee, that I have 
* caſt my eyes on Don Ramires Nun- 
© nez de Guzman Marquis de Toral, 
* and chief of the family of Guzman 
d' Abrados: to this young nobleman, 
and the children which he ſhall have 
* by my danghter, I intend to leave my 
* whole eſtate annexed to the title of 
Count d'Olivarez, to which I will join 
* the quality of grandee; ſo that. my 
© grand-children-and their deſcendants, 
« proceeding from the branch D' Abra- 
dos and that of Olivarez, will paſs for 
the eldeſt of the Guzman family. 

Well, Santillane,? added he, * doſt 
thou not approve of my deſign ?'— 
© Pardon me, Sir, anſwered I; the 
© project is worthy of the genius that 
formed it; I am only afraid that the 


Duke de Medina Sidonia vill murmur 


© at jt. !——* Let him murmur, if he 
( pleaſes,” reſumed the miniſter ; I ſhall 
give myſelf very little trouble about 
© that. I don't love his branch, which 
© hath uſurped the birth-right and titles 
© therennto attached over the houſe: of 
« Abrados. I ſhiJll mind his complaints 


© Jeſs than the chagrin of my filter the 


* Marchioneſs de Carpio, in ſeeing her 
« fon diſappointed in his expectation of 
my daughter. But, after all, I intend 
to pleaſe myſelf, and it is already de- 
* cided that Don Ramirez ſhall prevail 


over all his rivals.“ 


The count-duke, havipg taken this 


reſolution, gave a new. mark of his ſin- 


gular policy, in putting it in practice. 
He preſented a petition to the king. 
begging that he and the queen would 
be pleaſed to beſtow his daughter in 
marriage, deſcribing the characters of 


the noblemen who were in purſuit of 


her, and leaving the choice entirely to 
their majeſties; but he did not fail, in 
ſpeaking of the Marquis de Toral, to 
ſhew that he was the. moſt agreeable of 
them all, Whereupon the king, who 


had a blind complaiſance for his mi- 


uiſter, returned this anſwer: 


© I believe Don Ramires Nunnez 
© worthy of your daughter Donna Ma- 
ria; nevertheleſs, take your own 
* choice. The match which will ſuit 
you beſt will be the moſt agreeable to 
© me. | * + + THe ins 


The miniſter affected to ſhew this an- 
ſwer; and pretending to look upon it as 
his prince's order, to make haſte to 
marry his daughter to the Marquis ge 

| oral ; 


* 


— 


Toral an 0 that very much diſ- 
pleaſed the Marchioneſs de Carpio, as 
well as the Guz mans, who had flatter- 


ed themſelves with the hope of eſpouſ- 


ing Donna Maria, Nevertheleſs, as 
they could not hinder the marriage, 
they affected to celebrate it with great 
demonſtrations of joy. One would have 
thought that the whole family was 
charmed with the occaſion ; but the 
malecontents were ſoon revenged in a 
manner very melancholy for the count- 
duke. Donna Maria in ten months 
brought forth a daughter, which died 
in the birth, and in a few'days after 
fell herſelf a vitim to death. What a 
loſs was this for a father, who, to uſe 
the expreſſion, had no eyes but for his 
daughter; and who ſaw, in this event, 
the miſcarriage of his deſign, of taking 
the right of elderſhip from the branch 
of Medina Sidonia ! He. was fo much 
affected, that for ſome days he ſhut 
himſelf up, and would ſee nobody but 


me, who conforming myſelf to his im- 


moderate grief, ſeemed as much afflict- 
ed as he. To tell the truth, I made 
uſe of this occaſion to ſhed freſh tears 
to the memory of Antonia. The re- 
ſemblance which her death had to that 
of the Marchioneſs de Toral, burſt open 
again the wound which was but 3 
fectly cured, and renewed my affti 

ſo much, that the miniſter, overwhelm- 
ed as he was with his awn ſorrow, could 
not help being ſtruck with mine. He 
was aſtoniſned to ſee me enter io warm- 
ly into his chagrin. * Gil Blas,” ſaid he 
one day, perceiving me plunged in the 
moſt melancholy ſadneſs, * it is a ſweet 
conſolation for me to have ſuch a ſym- 
« pathizing confident!'— Ah, my lord, 
anſwered 1, giving to him all the honour 
of my affliction, * I mult be very un- 
« grateful and hard-hearted indeed, if 
«1 did not ſincerely ſympathize with 
«your grace. How can I conlider that 


© you mourn the loſs of a daughter of 


* accompliſhed merit, whom you ten- 
«derly loved, without mingling. my 
tears with yours! No, my lord; I am 
* ſo ſenſible of your goodneſs, that, as 
long as I live, I ſhall always ſhare in 
© your pain as well as pleaſure.” 


FVV 


Gil Blas by accident meets the poet Nunnez, 


who tells him that he has compoſed a 


tragedy, uch is immediately to be re- 
preſented on the prince's. theatre. The 
bad ſucceſs of that piece, with the ſur- 
frizing good luck which attended it's. fall. 


2 


ion 


- GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE: 
8 be miniſter began to be conſoled, 


| 


my þumour. 


——— 


and 1 of conſequence to reſume 
my good-humour, when one evening I 


went out all alone to take the ai in m 
coach, and met in my way the Aſturian 


poet, whom I had not ſeen ſince he quit- 
ted the hoſpital. He being very well 


dreſſed, I took him into the coach, 
and we drove together to St. Jerome's 


Meadow. 

Mr. Nunnez,? ſaid I to him, I think 
* myſelf very lucky in having met you 
* by chance, otherwiſe I ſhould not have 
© had the pleaſure—? © No reproaches, 


« Santillane,? ſaid he with precipitation; 


© I ſincerely own that I had no intention 
© to vilit thee, and thou ſhalt hear the 
© reaſon. You promiſed me a good poſt 
provided I ſhould abjure poetry; and 
© I have found a very ſubſtantial one on 
condition that I make verſe. I have 
accepted this laſt, as moſt ſuitable to 
A friend of mine has 
introduced me into the family of Don 
© Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, trea- 
« ſurer of the king's gallies. 
Bertrand, who wants to have a wit in 
« his pay, finding my verſification very 
* brilliant, has choſen me preferably to 
© five or ſix authors who offered them- 
© ſelves candidates for the employment 
«© of his private ſecretary.? ' 
©1 am very glad to hear it, my dear 
© Fabricio,* ſaid 1; for that Don Ber- 


©trand is in all appearance very rich.“ 
Rich! anſwered he; they ſay, he 
© has ſuch immenſe wealth, that he can- 


not count it. Be that as it will, my 
© office is this: as he piques himſelf 
© upon | being: gallant, and would paſs 
for a man of genius, he keeps a lite- 
© rary correſpondence with ſeveral very 
* ſprightly ladies, and 1 lend him my 


pen to compote billets filled with wit 


«and humour. I write for him, in 
« yerſeto one, in proſe to another, and 
* ſymetimes in perſon carry the let- 
© talents.? | | 

But thou haſt not told me,“ faid J, 


© ters, to ſhew the multiplicity of my 


what I chiefly deſire to know; art 
thou well paid for thy epiſtolary epi- 


* grams ?*—* Very largely,“ he replied ; 
rich people are not always generous, 


«and I know ſome of them who are 


mere ſcrubs; but Don Bertrand uſes 


me very nobly. Over and above two 
hundred piſtoles of fixed wages, 1 


frequently receive from him ſmall gra- 


« tifications, which put me in a condi- 


© tion to act the gentleman, and paſs 


my time agreeably with ſome rs 


.W 


This Don 


— 
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* who are, like me, enemies to care. 


© Bnt,* I reſumed, has thy treaſurer 
© taſte enough to reliſh the beauties of 
© a work of genius, and to perceive it's 
* faults ??—* Not at all,“ anſwered Nun- 
nez; though he can talk ſpeciouſly, 
© he is by no means a omar He 
gives himſelf out, however, for an- 
other Tarpa, decides boldly, and ſup- 
© poris his opinion with ſuch loudneſs 


and obſtinacy, that generally when 


* he diſputes, his antagoniſt is obliged 
© to yield, in order to avoid the ſhower 
of ill language with which he is wont 
© to overwhelm his opponents. 

© Thou mayeit well believe,“ purſued 
he, that I am very cautious of con- 
* fradicting him, whatever cauſe he 
gives me for ſo doing; for, beſides the 
«* difagreeable epithets which I ſhould 
certainly bring upon myſelf, I might 
© poſſibly be turned out of doors. I 
therefore prudently applaud what he 
. © praiſes, and diſapprove of every thing 
£ which he condemns. By this com- 
* plaiſance, which coſts me nothing, be- 
* cauſe I poſſeſs the art of accommo- 
« dating myſelf to the characters of thoſe 
* who can befriend me, I have gained 
* the friendſhip and eſteem of my patron. 
* He has engaged me to compoſe a tra- 
* pedy on a ſubject which he ſuggeſted. 
1 have accordingly finiſned it under 
© his eye; and if it ſucceeis I ſhall owe 
one part of my glory to his good ad- 
vice.“ | | 

J aſked the title of his tragedy, and 
he told me it was called, the Count de 


'Saldagne, informing myſelf at the ſame 


time, that it would be repreſented in 
three days on the Prince's Theatre. 1 
* with,' anſwered I, © that it may have a 
great run; and I have ſuch a good 
£ opinion of thy genius as to hope it 
© will.*—< I hope ſo too, ſaid he; but 
there is no dependence upon ſuch 
_ * hope, fo uncertain are authors of the 

* event. of a dramatick piece.” At 
length the firſt day of it's repreſenta- 


tion arrived; and as I could nor go to 


the play, being hindered by. a com- 
miſſion I had to perform for his grace, 
all that I could do was to ſend Scipio 


thither, that I might at leaſt know that 
very evening the ſucceſs of a perfor-. 


mance in which I might intereſt myſelf, 
Aſier having waited with impatience, 
I ſaw him return with a look from 
which I conceived a bad omen. «© Well; 
ſaid I; how hath the Count de Sal- 
* dagne been received by the publick !“ 
— Very brutally,” anſwered he; never 


; 


1 


© was a piece more barbarouſly uſed. 
IJ came away incenſed at the inſolence 
of the pit. And I, ſaid I, am in. 
© cenſed at the fury of Nunnez, in com- 
* poling plays. Muſt he not have loſt 
© his judgment entirely, to prefer the 
© ignominions ſhouts and hiſſes of an 
© audience to the happy lot which 1 
© could have procured for him ?* Thus 
through friendſhip did I inveigh againſt 
the Aſturian poet, and afflit myſelf at 
the misfortune of his piece, while he 
exulted in the event. 

Two days after he actually came to 
my houſe in a tranſport of joy. San. 
* tillane,” cried he, I am come to ſhare 
with thee the extreme pleaſure which 
© I feel! In compoling a bad play, my 
© friend, I have made my fortune. 
Thou knoweſt the ſtrange reception 


* which the Count de Saldagne met 


© with; all the ſpeQators exclaimed a- 
« zainſt him as if for a wager, and to that 
general exclamation ] owe my good 
© fortune.? 

Aſtoniſhed to hear the poet Nunnez 
talk in this manner; * How, Fabricio ! 
ſaid I, © is it poſſible that the fall of rhy 
© tragedy can juſtify thy immoderate 
joy?“ — Yes, ſure,” anſwered he; J 
© told thee before that Don Bertrand 
had inſerted ſome of his own compoſi- 
* tion in my piece, which of conſequence 
© he thought excellent. He was vio- 
© lently piqued to find the ſpeCtators gf 
© a different opinion, and this morning 
© ſaid to me, “ Nunnez, Victrix oy 
e atis placuit, fed vitta Catont : it the pub - 
te lick is diſpleaſed with thy production, 
«© in recompence, it pleaſes me, and that 
« js enough. To conſole thee for the 
« bad taſte of the age, I will give thce 
e two thouſand crowns a year on my 
< eſtate; let us go inſtanily to my no- 
„ tary, and have the deed drawn.” 
We went thither accordingly, the 
* treaſurer has ſigned the deed, and paid 
© me the firſt year advance,” 

I congratulated Fabricio on the un- 
happy fate of the Count de Saldagne, 
ſince it had turned out ſo much to the 


author's advantage. Thou hadſt rea- 


© ſon,* continued he, to compliment 
me on the occaſion ; how happy am l 
© in having been ſoundly hiſſed ! If the 


« publick had been kind enough to ho- 


© hour me with applauſe, what ſervice 
© ſhould J have received from it? No- 
© thing of conſequence ; I ſhould have 
© got but a very moderate ſum for my 
<labours, whereas its hiſſes have all of 
© a ſudden made me eaſy for life.' ._ 
| CHAP. 


— 


* 


! 
\ 


HM. A F. XI. 


Santillane obtains an employment for Scipio, | 
who departs for New Spain. 


Y ſecretary could not without 
envy look upon the unexpected 
good fortune of the poet Nunnez. which 
was the ſole ſubject of his diſcourſe 
during eight whole days. * I admire,” 
ſaid he, the caprice of Fortune, that 
« ſometimes delights in loading a de- 
« teſtable author with wealth, while ſhe 
© leaves men of genius in miſery: I 
© wiſh ſhe would take it in her head to 
enrich me alſo in the ſpace of one 
night.“ —“ That may very well hap- 
© pen,” ſaid I, and much ſooner than 
you imagine. Thou art here in her 
« temple; for I think I may call the mi- 
« niſter*'s houſe the temple of Fortune, 
« where favours are often beſtowed 
* which all of a ſudden enrich thoſe 
« who obtain them.'—* That is true, 
Sir,“ anſwered he; but they muſt 
de waited for with patience.'—* Once 
© more, Scipio, ſaid 1, make yourſelf 
*ealy; perhaps you are on the point of 
having ſome good poſt.* A few days 
after, an opportunity actually offered 
of employing him advantageouſly in the 
ſervice of the count-duke, and I did 
not let it eſcape. | 
Diſcourſing one morning with Don 
Raymond Caporis, ſteward of the prime- 
miniſter, our converſation turned upon 
his excellency's revenues. His grace,“ 
faid he, enjoys the commandaries of all 
the military orders, which are worth 
* forty thouſand crowns per annum, 
and he is obliged, to wear the croſs of 
Alcantara only. Befides, his three 
© poſts of 2 chamberlain, maſter of 
the horſe, and grand chancellor of 
© the Indies, bring in two hundred 
© thouſand more; and all that is no- 
© thing in compariſon to the immenfe 
«ſums which he draws from America. 


© I will tell you how: when the king's. 


© ſhips ſet ſail from Seville or Liſbon for 
© that country, he embarks on board 
© them wine, oil, and corn, which his 
© eſtate of Olivarez affords, and he pays 
* nd duty. He ſells thoſe commodities 
in the Indies for four times the price 
© which they would yield in Spain, 


* then employs the money in purchaſing | 


© ſpices, colours, and other things, 
* which are bought for almoſt nothing 
in that new world, and afterwards are 
*ſold at a high rate in Europe. He 
© has already got millions by this traf- 
* fick, without doing the leaſt prejudice 
„to the king. What will nut ſurprize 
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you, continued he, is, that the peo- 
ple employed in tranſactiag this com- 


© count allowing them to take care of 
their own fortune, while they manage 
nis.“ N | | | 

Coſcolina's ſon, who liſtened to our 


diſcourſe, could not hear Don Raymond 


talk thus, without interrupting him. 
©Zooks | Signior Caporis, I ſhould be 
glad to be one of theſe people, for 1 
© have long wiſhed to ſee Mexico. 
© Your curioſity will ſoon be ſatisfied,” 
ſaid the ſteward to him, if Signor de 
© Santillane has no objection to your 


| © defire. Though I am very nice in the 


© choice of thoſe whom I ſend to the 
© Indies on this employment, (for I 


chuſe them all) I will, without heſi- 


« tation, inſert you in my regiſter, if 
© your maſter deſires it.—“ You. will 


Raymond ; * pray, give me that mark 
* of your friendſhip. Scipio is a young 
© man whom I love; beſides, he has a 


© behave in an irreproachable manner. 
In a word, I can anſwer for him as 


© for myſelf.” 


© If that be the caſe,” reſumed Ca- 
poris, let him repair immediately ta. 
Seville; the ſhips will fail for the 


letter from me at his departure, for 
© a man who will give him all neceſſa 


© lency, which mult ever be looked upon 
© as ſacred.” ; 
Scipio, charmed with this employ+ 
ment, made haſte to ſet out for Seville, 
with a thouſand crowns that I gave 
him, to buy wine and oil in Andaluſia, 
and put him in a condition to trade in 
the Indies on his own bottom. Never» 
theleſs, glad as he was to make a voy- 
age by which he hoped to profit ſo much, 
he could not leave me without ſheddin 
tears, and I could not behold his de- 
parture with indifference. | 
CHAP. AM , 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva comes to Madrid; 
the — his Journey. Gil Blas is 
 effliled at the cauſe, but rejoices at the 
conſequence of it. . 3 
89 was ſcarce gone, when a page 
belonging to the miniſter broug 
to me a billet containing theſe words: 


«© ſelf the trouble to call at St. Gabriel*s 


Head in Toledo Street, he will oy 
s 


% 


* merce always return enriched, the 


© oblige me in ſo doing,“ ſaid J to Don» 


great deal of underſtanding, and will 


Indies in a month. He ſhall havea 


© jinſtru&tions to enrich himſelf, without | 
© prejudicing the intereſts of his excel- 


. 
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« If Signior de Santillane will give him. 
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4 fre one of his beft friends.“ Who 


- © can this anonymous friend be?“ ſaid I 


to mylelf:* © Why does he conceal his 
*name? He wants, I ſuppoſe, to give 
me the pleaſure of ſurprize.* I went 
out immediately ro Toledo Street, and 
going to the appointed place, was not 


2 little aſtoniſhed to ſee Don Alphonſo 


de Leyva. Are you here, my lord! 
es, my dear Gil Blas,“ anſwered he, 
hugging me in his arms; © it is Don Al- 
phon ſo himſelf whom you ſee.— What 
brings you to Madrid?” ſaid I. „1 


s will both ſurprize and afflièt you,” he 


replied, in telling the cauſe of my 
© journey. I am deprived of the go- 
* vernment of Valencia, and the prime- 
* miniſter has. ordered me to court to 
give an account of my conduct.“ I 
remained a whole quarter of an hour 
mute and thunderſtruck, then recover- 
ing myſelf, aſked what he was accuſed 
of. I know nothing of the mat- 
6 ter,” anſwered he; © but impute my 
+ diſgrace to a viſit which I made abont 
three weeks ago to the Cardinal Duke 
* of Lerma, who has been a month con- 
* fined to his caſtle at Denia.“ 
«Of! truly,* ſaid I, interrupting him, 
you have reaſon to attribute your miſ- 


fortune to that indiſcreet viſit ; you 


need ſeek for the cauſe of it no where 
«elſe; and give me leave to ſay, you 
did not conſult your uſual prudence, 
* when you went to vilit the diſgrac- 
© ed miniſter.*—* The error is no:v com- 
* mitted,” faid he; and I have taken 
* my reſolution with a good grace. I 
* will return with my family to the caſtle 
of Leyva, where | will ſpend the reſt 


. . © of my days in profound peace. All 


that gives me concern, is my being 
© obliged to. appear before a haughty 
© miniſter, who may poſſibly treat. me 
* uncivilly; a ſufficient mortification to 
* a Spaniard | nevertheleſs it muſt be 
© borne; but before I would make this 
© ſubmiſſion, I was willing to ſpeak with 
* you.” | | 

« My lord,” ſaid I, don't preſent 
* yourſelf before the miniſter until J 
© know what * are accuſed of: per- 
* haps the evil is not without remedy. 


© Be that as it will, you muſt allow me, 


it you pleaſe, to exert myſelf in your 
s favour as much as gratitude and 
£ friendſhip require.“ So ſaving, I left 
him at the inn, aſſuring him that he 
ſhould hear from me ſoon. ; 

As I had not meddled in ftate-affairs 
fince the two memorials, of which elo- 
quent mention has been made, I went 
to Carnero, and aſked if it was true that 


the government of Valencia had been 
taken from Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 
He anſwered in the affirmative, but ſaid 
he was ignorant of the cauſe. Upon 
this I formed a reſolution, without he- 
ſitation to addreſs myſelf to his grace, 
that 1 might learn from his own mouth 
what cauſe he had to complain of Don 
Czſar's ſon. | 

I was' ſo much penetrated with this 
troubleſome event, that I had no occa- 
ſion to affect a melancholy look to ap. 
pear afflicted in the eyes of the count- 
duke. What is the matter, Santil. 
© lane ?” ſaid he, as ſoon as he ſaw me; 
« I perceive an impreſſion of ſorrow on 
« thy countenance, and even the tears 
ready to drop from thine eyes: has 


| © any body injured thee? Speak, and 


© thou ſhalt be revenged.'—* My lord, 
anſwered I, weeping, I could not con- 
cal my ſorrow from you if I would: 
J am quite in deſpair, being told that 
Don Alphonfa de Leyva is no longer 
© governor of Valencia; for I could not 
© have heard a piece of news that would 
« affe&t me more.'—* What ſayeſt thou, 
© Gil Blas?” replied the miniſter aſtoniſh- 
ed; what concern canſt thou have 
with that Don Alphonſo and his go- 
« vernment?? I then gave him a de- 
tail of all the obligations I lay under to 
the.Lords of Leyva: and afterwards re- 
counted in what manner I had obtained 
from the duke of Lerma the govern- 
ment in queſtion for Don Czlar's fon. 
When his excellency had heard me 
toan end, with an attention full of kind- 
neſs for me, he ſaid, Dry up thy tears, 
« my friend. I not only was ignorant 
© of what thou haſt told me, but own 
* alſo that I looked upon Don Alphon- 
© ſo as a creature of the Cardinal of 
« Lerma: put thyſelf in my place; 
would not the viſit which he made 
© to his eminence make thee ſuſpect 
© him? I am willing to believe, how- 


©ever, that having received his em- 


«* ployment from the cardinal, he took 
© that ſtep out of pure gratitude. I am 
© ſorry for having diſplaced a man who 
« owed his place to thee; but if I have 
* deſtroyed thy work, I can repair it. 
© I will even do more for thee than the 
© Duke of Lerma did : thy friend Don 
© Alphonſo was no more than governor 
© of the city of Valencia, and I will make 
him vice-roy of the kingdom of Ar- 
© ragon : thou mayeſt go and inform 
© him of this piece of news, and delire 
{him to come and take the oaths.* 

When I heard theſe words, I paſſed 


| from the extremity of grief to gn ex- 
: s . 9 ds . 


ceſs of joy, which diſturbed my intel - 
lects ſo much, that my diſorder appear - 


ed in the compliment of thanks which 
I made to his grace, who was not, how- | 


ever, diſpleaſed at my contuſion. But 
when I told him that Don Aiphonſo * 
was already at Madrid, he ſaid I might 
introduce him that very day. I ran 
immediately to the St, Gabriel, where 
Don Cæſar's ſon was overjoyed to hear 
of his new employment : he could ſcarce 
believe what I ſaid, ſo improbable did 
it ſeem to him, that the miniſter, what- 
ever friendſhip he had for me, was ca- 
pable of beſtowing vice-royalties on my 
recommendation. I conducted him to 
the count-duke, who received him very 
politely, and told him, he had behaved 
ſo well in his government of the city 
of Valencia,' that the king, thinking 
him qualified to fill a higher place, 
named him to the vice-royalty of Ar- 
ragon. . Beſides, added he, that dig- 
* nity is not above your birth; and the 
© nobility of Arragon cannot murmur: 
© at the choice of the court.“ 2 
His excellency made no mention of 
me, and the publick never knew the 
part which I acted in this affair: a cir- 
cumſtance that ſaved Don Alphonſo and 
the miniſter a great many ſatirical re- 
marks that people might have paſſed 
upon a viceroy of my making. TEES, 
As ſoon as Don Ceſar's ſon was cer- 
tain of the place, he diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to Valencia to inform his father 
and Seraphina of his good fortune, and 
they ſoon came to Madrid: their fin ſt 
care was to find me, and overwhelm me 
with thanks. What a moving and glo- 
nous ſight was it for me, to fee myſelf 
embraced. with eagerneſs by the three 
perſons in the world whom I loved moſt! 
As ſenſible of my zeal and affection as 
the hunour which the poſt of viceroy 
did to their family, their expreſſions of 
titude to me were infinite: they even 
poke to me as to one of their own rank: 
they ſeemed to have forgot that I was 
their ſervant; and thought they could 
never enough manifeſt their friendſhip. 
To ſuppreſs uſeleſs circumſtances, Don 
Alphonſo having received his letters- 
patent, thanked the a and his miniſ- 
ter, and having taken the uſual oaths, 
ſet out with his family from Madrid, to 
go and fix his abode at Saragoſſa, where 
he made his entrance with all poſſible 
magnificence ; and the | Arragonians | 
ſhewed by their acclamations that they 
were "Oy well pleaſed with the viceroy 
whom 1 had ſet over them. + 


1 


* a convenient place for that pu 


Gil Blas meets Don Gaſton de Cogoltes and | 
Don Andrea de Tordefillas at the palace. 
The conclufion of the flory of Don Gafton 

2 ge Helena de Galiſteo. Santil- 

ne does an important piece of ſervice to 

2 mportant piece of ſervice to 


I Swam in joy for having ſo luckily 
changed a diſplaced governor into a 
viceroy : even the Lords of Leyva were 
leſs pleaſed at it than I was. I ſoon. 
had another opportunity of employing. 
my credit for a friend ; which Think 
I ſhould relate, to perſuade the reader 
that I was no longer the ſame Gil Blas. 
who ſold the favour of the court under. 
the preceding miniſtry. SEATS 
Being one day in the king's anti- 
chamber, diſcourſing with noblemen, 
who, knowing my ſituation with the. 
prime - miniſter, did not diſdain my con- 
verſation; I perceived in the crowd Don 
Gaſton de Cogollos, that ſtate-priſoner, 
whom 1 had lett in the tower of Sego- 


via, and the keeper Don Andrea de, 


Tordeſillas along with him. I imme-, 
diately quitted my company to go and 
embrace theſe two friends, whom, if 
they were aſtoniſhed to ſee me there, I. 
was ſtill more ſo to meet in that place. 
After ſ-me warm hugs on both ſides, 
Don Gaſton ſaid to me, * Signior de 
« Santillane, we have a world of queſ- 
tions to aſk mutually, and this is * | 
oſe: 
«allow me to conduct you to a houſe 
where Signior de Tordeſillas and I 
will be glad to have a long converſa-. 
© tion with you.“ I conſented to this 
propoſal: we ſqueezed through the 


crowd, and going out of the palace, 


found Don Gaſton's coach waiting for 
us in the ſtreet; we went into it all 
three, and were driven to the great 
market-place where the bull-fights are 


performed, and there Feng lived in 
a very handſome hoyſe. Signior Gil + 


Blas, ſaid Don Andrea, when we were 
ſet in a hall magnificently furniſhed, 


© ſeemed to hate the court, and be re- 
« ſolved to remove from it for ever.. 


ed, I; and ſo long as the late king 
lived, I did not change my ſentiments; 
© but when I underſtood that the prince 
his ſon. was on the throne, I was 
© willing to ſee if the new monarch - 
s would know. me again; he did recol, 
© let me, and I had the good fortune 


to be favourably received: he himſelf 
If a ed eee 
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at your departure from Segovia you 


That was actually my deſign,” anſwer- 


— —ũ——m—ͥj—ᷣöũ n. — — 2 


recommended me to the prime mi- 
© niſter, who has conceived a friendſhip 
« for me, and with whom I am in till 
« greater favour than ever I was with 
the Duke of Lerxma. This, Signior 
Pon Andrea, is what I had to tell you. 
© Now, pray, jet me know if you are 
© ſtill keeper of the tower of Segovia.“ 
———© No, indeed,” he replied: the 
_ * count-duke has put another in my 
© place, in all probability believing me 
* wholly devoted to his predeceſſor. 
And as for me,* ſaid Don Gaſton, I 
« was ſet at liberty for a quite contrary 
* reaſoh. The prime- miniſter no ſooner - 
© learned that I was impriſoned at Se- 
© govia by the Duke of Lerma's order, 
than he ordered me to be diſcharged: | 
*it now remains, Signior Gil Blas, to 
inform you of what has happened to 
me ſince I have been enlarged. 

The firſt thing 1 did,“ continued he, 
* after having thanked Don Andrea for 
© his kindneſs to me during my confine- 
© ment, was to repair to Madrid, and 
_ © preſent myſelf before the Count-Duke 
« f'Olivarez, who ſaid to me, Don't 
« be afraid that the misfortune which 
<« hath happened to you will in the leaſt 
« prejudice your reputation: you are 
now fuRy juſtified ; and Iam the more 
« convinced of your innocence, becauſe 
« the Marquis of Villareal, whole ac- 
« complice you were ſuſpected to be, 
« was not guilty ; for though he is a 
« Portugueze, and even related to the 


L 


d Duke of Braganza, he is not ſo much 


ce in his intereſts as in thoſe of the king 
« my maſter. Your intimacy with that 
marquis is therefore no reproach upon 
« you; and, in order to repair the in- 
« juſtice which you ſuffered, in being 
« accuſed of treaſon, the king has be- 
« towed upon you a lieutenancy in the 
„ Spaniſh guards.” 1 accepted the 
« commiſſion, begging that his excel- 
« Jency would allow me, before I ſhould 
enter upon my duty, to go to Coria 
© and viſit my aunt Donna Eleonora de 

« Laxarilla. The miniſter gave me leave 
«© for a month, and I ſet out, accom- 
© panied by one Jacquey only. We had 
already paſſed Colmenar, and were 
« engaged in a hollow road, between two 
mountains, when we perceived a cava- 


lier defending himſelf valiantly againſt | 


three men, who attacked him altoge- 


ther. I did not heſitate, but rode to his 


 ſuccour, and put myſelf on his ſide. 


4 enemies were maſked,” and that we 
had to do with vigorous ſwordſmen: 
. | | F-- 
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© however, in ſpite of their ftrength and 
« ſkill, we remained conquerors; for 1 
< pierced-one of the three, who fell from 
* his horſe, and the other two imme. 
* diately betook themſelves to flight. 
The victory, indeed, was not much 
© leſs fatal to us than to the wretch 
© whom I killed; ſince, after the action, 
* my companion and I found ourfelves 
* dangerouſly wounded. But you may 
* gueſs what was my ſurprize, when in 
© this cavalier I recollected Combados, 
* the huſband of Donna Helena! He 
* was no leſs aſtoniſhed when he ſaw 
* that I was his defender: Ah, Don 
© Gaſton!” cried he, © was it you then 
«© who came to my aſſiſtance | when you 
** ſo generouſly eſpouſed my cauſe, you 
„little thought it was that of the man 
ho deprived you of your miſtreſs.” 
— I was really ignorant of it,” anſwer- 
ed I; but had I known you, do you 
imagine that I ſhould have fcrupled 
„to do what I have done? are you 
« ſo much miſtaken in me as to think 
me ſo baſe ?“, No, no, he replied; 
I have a better opinion of ycur vir- 
tue; and if I die ofthe wounds which 
1 have received, I hope your's will 
not hinder you from profiting by my 
„death.“ Combados,” ſaid I, © al. 
though 1 have not yet forgot Donna 
«« Helena, know, that I don't defire to 


enjoy her at the expence of your life; 


I am even glad of having contributed 
« towards ſaving you from the ſwords 
«of three aſſaſſins, ſince in that I have 
performed an action agreeable to your 
« wife.” While we converſed in this 
manner, my lacquey alighted, and ap- 
« proaching the dead cavalier, took off 
© his maſk, and diſcovered features 
which Combados immediately knew. 
It is Caprara!” cried he, that per- 
« fidious couſin, who, out of ſpite, for 
© having been diſappointed of a rich 
« eſtate which he unjuſtly diſputed with 
% me, has a long time cheriſhed the 
«« defire of murdering me, and at length 
t choſen this day to put it in execution; 
« but Heaven hath permitted him to 
« fall a victim to his own deſign !!? 

© Meanwhile, our blood flowed apace, 
© and we grew ,weaker and weaker: 
© nevertheleſs, wounded as we were, we 
© had ſtrength enough to go to the town 
© of Villarejo, which was but two gun- 
© ſhots from the field of battle. We 


1 * alighted at the firſt inn we came to, 
1 obſerved, while we fought, that our 


© and ſending for ſurgeons, one was 
«brought, who had the reputation of 


being very expert in his . 


rere 


. * 
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_ -* prognoſticks were tulfilled. 


Ai breaſt. Madam,“ ſaid Don Blas, when 


„ Heaven, for having by a deceit de- 
A prived you of Don Gaſton: Far from 


_ © who was wholly engroſſed by the care 


and Don George de Galiſteo; reſolved 


-« forthwith, leſt Fortune ſhould again 
"= _w us by ſome unlucky accident. 
4 


death of Don Blas; and a few days 
after I returned to Madrid with Donn: 
Helena. As I had exceeded the time 
preſcribed by the count - duke for my 


« He examined our wounds, which he 
found dangerous, then dreſſed. them, 
© and next day, after. having taken off 
© the dreſſings, declared that the wounds: 
© of Don Blas were mortal: he judged, 
© more favourably of mine; and his 


s Combados, hearing his doom, 
thought of nothing but preparing for 
death: he likewiſe diſpatched an ex- 
© preſs to inform his wife of what had 
happened, and of his preſent melan- 
* choly ſituation ; upon which Donna 
© Helena, ſetting out immediately, ſoon. 
arrived at Villarejo, her mind diſ- 
©* turbed with a diſquiet which had two 
4 different canſes : the danger in which 
* her huſband was, and the dread of 
feeling, at fight of me, a flame, which 
* was but half extinguiſhed, -revive, 
created a terrible agitation in her 


ſne came into his preſence, ** you ar- 
% rive time enough to receive my laſt 
„dien: I am going to die; and I re- 
% gard my death as the puniſhment of 


<4 murmuring at my fate, I exhort you 
« fo reſtore to him the heart which I un- 

«juſtly ſeized.” Donna Helena anſwer- 
« ed only by her tears; and truly it was 

© the beſt reply ſhe could make, as ſhe 
4 was not as yet ſo mach detached from 
me, as to forget the artifice which he 
nad practiſed to make her break her 
n | . . 1 

As the ſurgeon had prognoſticated, 

* Combados died of his wounds in leſs 

than three days, while mine indicated 
© a ſpeedy cure. The young widow, 


* of tranſporting her huſband's corſe to 

« Coria, in order to perform all the 

funeral honours which ſhe owed to his 

«* aſhes, departed from Villarejo, after 
having enquired (through pure polite- 

« neſs) about my health. As ſoon as I 

could follow her, I ſet out alſo for 

Coria, where, my recovery being com- 

4. pleated, my aunt Donna Eleonora, 


that Helena and I ſhould be married 


his marriage was celebrated in pri 
vate, on account of the too recent 
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« to another the lieutenancy which he 


© had promiſed to me: but he had not 
.« diſpoſed of it, and was ſo good as to 


© admit the excuſes which I made for 
my dela g. rte, e 
am now, continued Cogollos, 
* Heutenant of the Spaniſn guard, am 
© pleaſed with my employment, and have 
* contracted ſome _ agreeable. friends, 


with whom I live very happily,'—_ 
I wiſh I could fay as much, ' eried 


Don Andrea; but I am very far from 
being ſatisfied with my condition: I 


© have Joſt my poſt, which was preity 


* advantageous ; and I have no friends 
© who have credit enough to procure 
me ſuch another. Pardon me, Sig- 
nior Don Andrea,“ ſaid I, ſmiling, 


you have in me a friend who is good 


far ſomething. I have already faid 
« that I am ſtil} better beloved by the 
* count-duke than ever I was by the 
Duke of Lerma, and you have the 
« aſſurance to tell me to my face, that 
© you have not a friend who can pro- 
cure a poſt for you. Have I not once 


before done you ſuch a piece of ſer- 


© vice? Remember that, by the intereſt 
of the Archbiſhop of Grenada, I was 


* the occaſion of your being named to 


«exerciſe an employment at Mexico, 
* where you would have made your for. 
© tune, if love had not detained you in 
the city of Alicant; and I am at pre- 


ſent more capable of ſerving. you, 


© having the ear of the prime-miniſter.* 
—;I truſt wholly to you then,” replied 


Tordeſillas; but, added be, ſmiling, in 


; 


q 


, 


journey, I was afraid that he had given | 


| 


his turn; '©pray, don't ſend me to New - 


Spain; I will not go thither if I Was 


© to be made chief judge of Mexico.“ 


We were interrupted in this part of 


our converſation by Donna Helena, who 
came into the hall, and whoſe amiable 


perſon equalled the charming idea 


which + had formed of her beauty. 
Madam, ' ſaid Cogollos to her, this 


eis Signior de Santillane, of whom you 
* have heard me ſpeak, and hoſe agree - 
able company hath often ſuſpended my 
© ſorrows while: I was in prilon.— “ Ves, 
Madam, “ ſad 1 to Donna Helena; 


| © my converſation pleaſed him, becauſe 
© you was always the ſubject of it.* Don - 


George's daughter made a modeſt re- 
ply to. my compliment; after which I 
took my teaye of this couple, proteſting 


that F was raviſhed to find their long 


paſhin;was at length crowned” by, a 


happy marriage. Then, addreſſing my- 


ſeit 16 Tordefillas, I deſired him to give 
me his direction, which when I receiv- 
1 FF 
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© faſhion; and as every thing is now 


„ a 
* 


portunity of acquittiag myſelf of the | 
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- ed, * Without bidding you adieu, Don 
Andrea, ſaid I, I hope in leſs than 


power as well as friendſhip.” 
next day, the count-duke furniſhed me 


© Santillane,* ſaid his excellency, the 
place of governor of the royal priſon 


more than three hundred piſtoles per 


jt upon thee. “ I would not have it, 
my lord,” anſwered I, were it worth 
'© ten thouſand ducats yearly; I re- 
nounce all poſts that I cannot enjoy 
- £ without removing from vour grace.“ 
- »© But,* reſumed the miniſter, thou 
© mayeſt very well enjoy this, without 


4 to go ſometimes to Valladolid to viſit 
the priſon.— “ You may ſay what you 


of that employment, but on condition 
- © that I ſhall be allowed to relign in fa- 
© your of a brave gentleman, called 
Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, formerly 
'© Keeper of the tower of Segovia: I 


kind treatment I received from him 


- courſe, ſaid, I ſee, Gil Blas, thou haſt 
a mind to make a governor of a royal 
' © priſon, as thou haſt made a viceroy. 


but tell me freely what advantage thou 
«wilt _— from it; for I don't believe 
_ © thee foo 


' —* Youare becoming very diſintereſted, ; 
Mr. Santillane,* ſaid his excellency : 


1; my morals were ee, ae. by bad 


eight days yon will fee that 1 have 
words were ſoon verified: the very 


with an occaſion to oblige the keeper. 


© at VaHadolid is vacant; it brings in 


annum, and I am reſolved to beſtow 


© being obliged to leave Madrid, except 


© pleaſe,” I replied ; I will not accept 


« ſhould love to make, him that pre- 
* ſent, as an acknowledgment for the- 


during my confinement.” | 
The miniſter, laughing at this diſ- 


« Well, be it ſo, my- friend; I give to 
5 thee this vacant place for Tordelillas : 


enough to employ thy credit 
for nothing. — My lord,” anſwered I, | 
t not a man to pay his debts? Don 
Andrea, in the moſt diſintereſted man- 
* ner, did me all the ſervice he could: 
£ ought not I to requite his generoſity ?? 


I think you were not ſo much ſounder 
the laſt miniſter !“! I own it,” ſaid 


example: as every thing then was put | 
© to ſale, I conformed myſelf to the 


given away, I have reſumed my in- 
«© tegrity.? 5 

1 procured, then, the government of 
the royal priſon of Valladolid for Don 
Andrea; whom, in a little time, I ſent 
to that city, as well ſatisfied with his 
new ſettlement as I was with the op- 


„ 
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HAP. XIV. 
Santillane vifits the pcet Nunnez + an ar- 
count of the perſons whom he found, and 
the oh hn 458 a 
ings. 8 
NE afternoon I was ſeized with an 
inclination of viſiting the Aſturian 
poet, being curious to know how he 
was lodged, I went accordingly to the 
houſe of Signior Don Bertrand Gomez 
de Ribero, and aſking for Nunnez, He 
does not live here,“ ſaid the porter; 


* but lodges there at preſent, having 
© hired the back. ſide of the houſe.* So 


neighbourhood, whither 1 went; and, 
after having croſſed a ſmall court, en- 
tered into a naked hall, where I found 
my friend Fabricio ſtill at table, with 


treated that day. 
They had almoſt dined, and conſe. 
quently were in a trim for diſputing ; 
but as ſoon as they 
noiſy diſcourſe ſubſided into profound 
ſilence. Nunnez got up with great eager- 


© tlemen, this is Signior de Sant:llane, 
who is ſo good as to honour me with 
a viſit; pray join me in pariog your 
© reſpetts to the favourite of the prime. 
© miniſter.” At theſe words all the 
gueſts got up to ſalute me; and, in 
favour of the title which I had received, 
treated me with great civility and re- 
ſpect. Although I was neither hungry 


from ſitting down at table with them; 


toaſt which they had propoſed. 


As I imagined that my preſence was 


a check upon their converſation, * Gen- 
© tlemen,” ſaid I, I have interrupted 


will be gone.'—* Theſe gentlemen,” 
faid Fabricio, were talking of the Iphi- 
* genia of Kuripides. The Batchelor 
« Melchior de Villegas, who is a critick 


© was the moſt intereſting circumſtance 
© of that tragedy.—“ Yes,” ſaid Don 
Jacinto; and 1 anſwered, * that it was 


faid the batchelor, replied, (and Fam 
© ready to demonſtrate my aſſertion) that 


part of the ſubje&t.' ——* What is 
then? cried the old Licentiate Gabriel 
de Leon. It is the wind,” ſaid the 
batchelor. 12 5 f 155 


obligations I owed him. 


The whole company burſt out into 


laughing 


he heard at his lodg- 


ſaying, he pointed to a houſe in the 


five or (ix of his companions, whom he 


rceived me, their 


neſs to receive me, crying, Gentle. 


nor thirſty, I could not excuſe myſelf 


and was even obliged to honour the 
« your diſcourſe: pray, reſume it, or I 


of the firſt order, was-aſking of Sig- 
* nior Don Jacinto de Romarata what 


the danger of Iphigenia.'—* And 1,“ 


the danger is not the moſt intereſting 


laughing at this repartee, which I could 
not believe ſerious ; I thought that Mel- 
chior pronounced it with a view of en- 
livening the converſation ; but I did 
not know this virtuoſo, who was a man 
that did not at all underſtand raillery. 
Laugh as much as you pleaſe, gentle 
men, replied he, dryly; I maintain 
that the wind alone ought to intereſt, 

« ſurprize, and move the ſpectator: 
figure to yourſelves a numerous army 
« affembled to go and beſiege Troy; 


© conceive all the impatience of the 


« chiefs and ſoldiers to execute that ex 
« terprize, that they may ſpeedily return 
«© into Greece, where they have left what 
«js moſt dear to them, their wives, chil- 
« dren, and houſhold gods; in the mean 
time, a curſed contrary wind detains 
© them at Aulis, ſeems to nail them to 
the port, and if it does not change, 
they cannot go and e i the city of 
«Priam: it is the wind, therefore, 
« which conſtitutes the moſt intereſting 
point of that tragedy. 1 ſhare with 
the Greeks, I eſpouſe their cauſe, my 
© whole wiſh is the departure of the 
fleet, and 1 ſee with indifference the 
danger of Iphigenia, ſince her death is 
the only means of obtaining a favour- 
able wind from the gods.* _. 
Villegas had no ſooner done ſpeak- 
ing, than the laugh was renewed at his 


- GIL'BLAS'OF' SANTILLANE. : 


* 


began to paſs a great many jokes upon 
the wind; but 5 e beholdin 

them all with a phlegmatick ,. 
look, treated them as igno antand vul- 
gar minds. 1 expected every moment 


to ſee them warm, and to go to logger- 


heads, the uſual end of their differta- 
tions: but 1 was baulked in my expec- 
tations; they were contented with re- 


viling one another, and withdrew when 


they had eaten and drank their fill. 
When they were gone, I aſked Fa- 


bricio, why he did not live ſtill with his 


treaſurer ; and if he had quarrelled with 
him. Quarrelled ' anſwered he ; 
© God forbid! I am more in favour than 


© ever with Signior Don Bertrand, who 


has allowed me to lodge by myſelf. I 
have, therefore, hired theſe lodgings, 
to receive my friends, and make 
* merry with them in full liberty, which 
* is often the caſe: for thou knoweſt 
© that I am not of an humour to leave 
© much wealth to heirs; and, what is 
very happy for me, I am at preſent in 
© a condition of enjoying parties of plea-- 
« ſure every day. I am overjoyed to 
© hear it, my dear Nunnez, ſaid I; 


and I cannot help congratulating thee 


© again upon the ſucceſs of thy laſt tra- 
* gedy : the whole eight hundred dra- 
© matick pieces of the great Lope have 
© not brought him one fourth of what 


expence. Nunnez was ſo miſchievous | © thou haſt got by the Count de Sale 
as to ſupport his opinion, that he might | © dagne.” 9 . 
afford more game to the ralliers, who | 
VV po 
I. © prived of the pleaſure of ſeeing and 


Gil Blas ts ſent to Toledo by the miniſter : 
the motive and ſucceſs of his journey. 


URING a whole month almoſt, 
his grace had been ſaying to me 
every day, * Santillane, the time draws 
near when I ſhall ſer thy addreſs to 
e work;' and ſti the time did not 
come. At length, however, it ar- 
nved; and his excellency ſpoke to me 
in theſe words: It is reported that, in 
*the company of players belonging to 
Toledo, there is a young actreſs whoſe 
* talents make a great noiſe: it is ſaid 
that ſhe dances and ſings divinely, and 
quite captivates the ſpectators by her 
declamation. 1 am aſſured alſo, that 
© ſhe-has a conſiderable ſhare of beauty. 
Such a genius deſerves to appear at 


court. The king loves plays, muſick, 
"and dancing ; and he muſt not be de- 


J 


* hearing a perſon of ſuch extraordinary 
© merit. I have reſolved, therefore, to 
© ſend thee to Toledo, to judge by thy- 


« ſelf whether or not ſhe is actually ſuch 
© a wonderful actreſs. I will be govern» 


© ed by the impreſſion ſhe ſhall make 
© upon thee, pas, 

thy diſcernment.” I anſwered, that T 
ſhould give his grace a good account 
of that affair; and prepared for my de- 
parture with one lacquey only, whom 


1 ordered to put off the miniſter's li- 
very, that things might be done the 


more myſteriouſly ; and this was very 
much to his excellency's taſte. I ſet 
out then for Toledo, where, when I ar-_ 
rived, I alighted at an inn near the 
caſtle. Scarce had, I ſet my foot to 
the ground, when the landlord, taking 
me, doubtleſs, for ſome country gen- 


tleman, ſaid to me, Signior Cavalier, 


"SF ſup- 


depend a great deal on 
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LI ſuppoſe you are come to town to fee 
the auguſt ceremony of the Auto da Fe, 
© which is to be performed to- morrow.” 


I anſwered in the affirmative ; thinking 


> It more prudent to let him believe that, 


could never be thankful enough to God be 
for having preſerved me from the ſca. © be 


pulary and carochas. 157 no 
When the ceremony was ended, I ge 
returned to the inn, trembling at the „an 


than to give him an opportunity of I dreadful ſpectacle which 1 had beheld: « be 


queſtioning me about my coming to 


j but theſe afflicting images which dif. ed 
Toledo. You will ſee, he reſumed, | 


turbed my imagination diſperſed inſen. m 


« one of the fineſt. ꝓroceſſions that ever i ſibly: and now my whole ſtudy was to «hi 
© happened: there are, I am told, more | acquit myſelf handſomely of the com. t 
than a hundred priſoners, among whom | miſſion entruſted to my care. I waited = 
* they reckon above ten who are to be | impatiently for play time, that I might © al 


£ burnt.? | 


tolling; and this melancholy ſound was 


to advertiſe the people, that they were 


going to begin the Auto da Fe. Curious 


to ſee this ſolemnity, I pur on my clothes 


in a hurry, and repaired: to the inquiſi- 
tion. All along the ſtreets through. 
which the proceſſion was to paſs, ſcaf- / 
Folds were erected, upon one of which. 
I hired a place. In a little time I per- 
ceived the Dominicans, who walked 
foremoſt, preceded by the banners of 
the inquilition. Theſe good fathers: 
were immediately followed by the 
. wretched victims which were to be ſa- 
crificed that day by the Holy Office. 
Theſe miſerable creatures walked one 
after another, with their heads and feet 
bare, each having a wax-taper in his 
hand, and a godfather by his ſide. Some 
had large ſcapularies of yellow ſtuff, 
garniſhed with St. Andrew's crofles, 
painted red, and called ſanbenito; others 
-wore carochas, which are high paper 
caps, made in the ſhape of a ſugar-loaf, 
and covered with flames and diabolical 
nne, | 
As I looked attentively at theſe un- 
Fortunate people, with a compaſſion 
which I took care to conceal, that 1 
might not ſufter for it, I thought I re- 
collected among thoſe who had their 
heads adorned with carochas, the re. 
verend Father Hilary and his compa- 
nion Brother Ambroſe. They paſſed. 
1o near me that I could not be miſtaken. 
What do I ſee!' ſaid I to myſelf; 
© Heaven, wearied with the diforderly 
lives of theſe wretches, hath delivered 
© themat laſt to the juſtice of the inqui- 
< fition!? So ſaying, 1 felt: myſelf ſeized 
with horror; I trembled from head to 
foot; and my ſpirits were ſo diſordered, 
that I had almoſt ſwooned. The con- 
nection which I once had with theſe 
rogues, theadventureof Xelva, in ſhort,all 
the circumſtances of my correſpondence 
with them, preſented themſelves that 


1 


Igo to the theatre, judging that to be the 4 A0 
Next morning, indeed, before ſun- 
riſe, I heard all the bells of the city 


moſt proper beginning of my work: and, N 


as ſoon as the hour came, went thither, «fc 
and fat down by a knight of Alcantara; d 
with whom entering into converſation, 2 
« Signior,* ſaid Ito him, may a ſtranger W tl 
be ſo bold as to aſk you one queſtion ?? 11 
« Signior Cavalier,“ anſwered he, very tat 
politely, I ſhall think it an honour. acl 
—* I have heard the actors of Toledo,” © 11 
I reſumed, very much extolled ; pray, "6 
© have I been miſinformed i? — No, * 
replied the knight; their company is 27 
* not bad; nay, there are great players 28 
„among them. You will ſee, among #3 
© others, the fair Lucretia, an actreſs of F 
* fourteen years of age, who will ſur- £1 
«prize you very much. I ſhall have kr 
© no occaſion to point her out to you; an 
© when ſhe appears, you will eaſily diſ- fo 
© tinguith her from the reſt.“ I aſked th 
if ſhe. was to play that evening: and he ſo 
told me ſhe would; obſerving, at the le 


ſame time, that ſhe had a very ſhining 
part to act in the piece which was going te 
to be repreſented. ik Al 
The play began; and two actreſſes, ir 
who had neglected nothing which coule tl 
contribute towards rendering then a 
charming, appeared on the ſtage; but, ſ: 
in ſpite of the luſtre of their diamonds, " 
1 took neither the one nor the other for 1 
her whom I expected. At length Lu- F 
cretia walked forward from the bottom T 
of the ſtage; and her appearance was © 
faluted by a long and general clapping K 
of hands. Ah, there ſhe is!” ſaid 1 \ 
to myſelf: what a noble air! what t 
grace]! what fine eyes! O the divine 4 
creature!“ I was actually very well 1 
pleaſed, or rather paſſionately ſtruck « 
with her perſon. On hearing her recite L 
the firſt couplet, J found ſhe had nature, \ f 
fire, an underſtanding above her age; f 
and I joined my applauſe to that which 
ſhe willingly received from the whole | 
audience, during the whole performance. | 
Well, ſaid the knight to me, you ſee | 
© how Lucretia is carefſed by the pub 
© lick.'—* I am not at all ſurprized at 


moment to my fancy; and I thought I | 


u, anſwered I. You would be Jef 


* 


_GIL:BLAS OF SANTIELANE. 


« ſo ſtill, ſaid. he, * if you had heard 
© her ſing. She is a perfect ſyren. Woe 
© be to thoſe who liſten } Her dancing is 


gerous as her voice, charm the eye, 
and force the heart to yield. If that 
« be the caſe,” cried I, © it muſt be own- 
ed ſhe is a prodigy What happy 
mortal has the pleaſure of ruining 
« himſelf for ſuch an amiable crea- 
« ture!? 5 

She has no declared lover,“ ſaid he, 
and even ſcandal has not as yet in- 
4 volved her in any private intrigue. 
£ Nevertheleſs,” added he, this may 
« ſoon be the caſe ; for Lucretia is un- 


© der the conduct of her aunt Eſtella, F 1 ; PE a 

immediately took the page for my con- 
ductor, who, when we were — the 
8 introduced me into a very 


who is certainly the moſt expert of all 
the actreſſes. At the name of Eſtella, 
I interrupted the knight with precipi · 
tation, to aſk if that Eſtella was an 
actreſs of the Toledo company. She 
< js one of the beſt of them̃,“ ſaid he; 


© ſhe has not acted to day, and we have 


« ſuffered by her abſence: ſhe uſually 
« plays the part of a waiting- woman, 
« which ſhe performs to admiration. 
© Her action is full of ſpirit; perhaps 


5 too full: but it is an agreeable fault, 
« which ought to be forgiven.* The 


knight told me wonders of this Eſtella ; 
and by the. picture he drew of her per- 
fon, I never doubted that it was Laura, 


that ſame Laura of whom I have ſpoken 


ſo much in my hiſtory, and whom I had 
left at rats 1 9 5 
- However, to be more certain ſtill, af- 


ter the play I went behind the ſcenes ;. 


and, caſting my eyes around, found her 
in the tyring-room, talking to ſome gen- 
tlemen, who, perhaps, regarded her only 
as the aunt of Lucretia. 
ſalute Laura; but whether through 
whim, or in order to puniſh me for my. 
precipitate departure from Grenada, the 
pretended not to know me, and received 
my civilities ſo dryly, that I was a little 


diſconcerted. Inſtead of upbraiding her 


o 
E 


in a laughing humour for her cold beha- 
viour towards me, I was fool enough 
to be nettled at it: Ieven retired haſti- 
ly, reſolving in my paſſion, to return 
next day to Madrid. To be revenged 
© of Laura,“ ſaid I to myſelf, her niece 
© ſhall not have the honour of appearin 

before the king: for this purpoſe, 


©.dances with a bad grace, that ſhe has 
a ſqueaking voice; and, in ſhort, that 
her charms conſiſt in her youth only. 
I am ſure that his excellency, after 


* 


I advanced to 


* 


* 


Such was the vengeance I meditated 
c no leſs formidable: her ſteps, as dan- | 


* 


| © that, will have no inclination to bring 


© her to court.“ £53 


againſt Laura for her behaviour to me z 
but my reſentment did not laſt long: 
next day, juſt as I was about to depart, _ 
a page entered my chamber, and ſaid, 
© Here is a letter for Signior de Santil. 
lane.“ I am the perſon, my child, 
anſwered I, taking the letter, which 
contained theſe words. | 


12 FORGET the mannerin which now 


* was received laſt night in the tyring- 
© room, and be ſo good as to follow the 
© bearer.? | | | 


andſome houſe, where I found Laurz 


at her toilette in a very genteel apart- 
ment, 0 5 ; 
She got up to embrace me, ſaying, 


* Signior Gil Blas, I know that you 
© have no cauſe to be pleaſed with the 
< reception you met with when you came 
© to ſalute me in our tyring-room ; an 
Sold friend, like you, had a right to ex- 
« pect more civil treatment: but 1 muſt 
© tell you, for my excuſe, that I was 
© then in a mg ad humour. When 
« you appeared, I was quite engroſſed 
© by ſome ſcandalous Meute which 
© one of our gentlemen had uttered 
© againſt my niece, whoſe honour is 
© dearer to me than my own. Your 
'« ſudden retreat, added ſhe, made me 
immediately recollect myſelf; and that 
© moment I ordered my page to follow 
© you to your lodging that I might to- 
© day make amends for my fault.'— 
© That is already done, my dear Laura,“ 
ſaid I, let us talk no more of that mat- 
« ter: let us rather inform one another 
of what has happened to us ſince the 
* unlucky day on which the dread of juſt 
© chaſtiſement made me quit Grenada 
« with great precipitation. I left you, 


© you may remember, in pretty great 


© perplexity : pray, how did you extri- 
© cate yourſelf? Had you not occaſion 
for all your addreſs to appeaſe your 
© Portugueze lover?! Not at all, re- 

lied Laura : don't you know, that in 


| * ſuch cafes the men are fo weak, that 
© can give the miniſter ſucha deſcription | 
of Lucretia as I pleaſe; I have no. 
more to do, but to tell him that ſhe 


© they ſometimes even ſpare the women 
the trouble to juſtify themſelves. I af- 
© firmed,” continued ſhe, to the Mar- 
© quis de Marialva, that thou waſt my 
« brother. Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, 
if I ſpeak to you as familiarly as here- 


| © tofore; but I can't get rid of my old 
8 8 habits. 


—ä—ä . —ͥA— — — 


« habits: I tell thee, then, that I bra- 
© zened it out. Don't you ſee,” ſaid 
© | to the Portugueze nobleman, „that 


all this is the work of jealouſy and 


rage? Narcifſa, my comrade and ri- 
« val, incenfed to ſee me in quiet poſ- 
4c ſeffion of a heart of which ſhe was 
« balked, has played me this trick: 


© the has bribed the under candle - ſnuf. 


ac fer; who, as the miniſter of her re- 
tc ſentment, has the impudence to ſay, 
44 that he has ſeen me Arſenia's cham- 
c ber- maid. Nothing can be more 
« falſe: the widow of Don Antonio 
« Ccelo always entertained too noble 
« ſentiments to humble herſelf ſo low 
« as to ſerve an actreſs. Beſides, what 
© proves the fallity of the, accuſation, 
4 and the conſpiracy of my accuſers, is 
cc the precipitate retreat of my brother: 
4c if he was preſent, he might con found 
« their flander ; but Narciſſa has, doubt. 
« leſs, employed ſome new artifice to 
« make him difappear.” Though theſe 
© reaſons,* purſued Laura, * made but 
© an indifferent apology, the Marquis 


© was fo good as to be ſatisfied with it; 


© and that good-natured nobleman con- 
© tinued to love me until the day of his 
departure from Grenada, on his return 
© to Portugal. Indeed, he did not ſtay 
© long after thee: and the wife of Za- 
© pata had the pleaſure of ſeeing me loſe 
the lover of whom I had deprived her: 
After that I lived ſome years at Gre- 
nada; then adiviſion happening in our 
company, which is often the caſe, all 
© the players ſeparated : ſome went to 
« Seville, others to Cordova, and I came 
© to Toledo, where | have beenten years, 
« with my niece Lucretia, whom thou 
* muſt have ſeen act laſt night, ſince 
* thou waſt at the play.“ 


I could not help laughing in this place; | 


and Laura aſking the cauſe, Can't you 
« pneſs !* ſaid I. + You have neither 
« brother nor ſiſter, and of conſequence, 
cannot be Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, 
© when | calculate the time which hath 
© elapſed ſince our laſt ſeparation, and 
© compare it with the age of your niece, 
« I cannot help thinking that you are 
© more nearly related.” 

I underſtand you, Mr. Gil Blas,“ re- 
plied Don Antonio's widow, reddening z 
©what a chronologiſt you are | it is im- 
« poflible to make you believe it. Well 
then, my friend, Lucretia is my daugh- 
© ter by the Marquis de Marialwa ; ſhe 


js the fruit of « ur corre{pondence; 1 


© can no longer conceal it from thee.— 


« What a great effort you make, my 


© princels,* ſaid I, in revealing e! 
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— 


of which I muſt avow to my 


— —j'— CY ma I — 


ſecret, after having imparted to me 


© the hoſpital of Zamora. 1 muſt tell 
you, moreover, Lucretia is a maid of 
« ſuch ſingular merit, that vhe publick 
can never be thankful enough to you 
for having made ſuch a preſent to it. 
It were to be wiſhed, that all your com. 
© rades had done the ſame. If ſome 
miſchievous reader, in this place, recol. 
lecting the private converſations which I 
had with Laura at Grenada, while I was 


| ſecretary to the Marquis de Marialva, 


ſuſpects that I might have diſputed with 
that nobleman the honour of being Lu- 
cretia's father, it is a ſuſpicion qhe Juſtice 

ame.—[ 
recounted my principal adventures to 


quainted with my preſent ſituation. She 
liſtened to my narration ſo attentively as 
to ſhew that it was far from being indif- 
ferent to her; and when 1 had finiſhed 


it, Friend Santillane,* ſaid ſne, I 


find you act a very conſiderable part 


on the theatre of the world; and you 
cannot imagine how much 1 am over- 


© joyed- at your good fortune. When I 
© an intention to introduce her into the 
prince's company, I flatter myſelf that 
© ſhe will find a powerful protector in 


. « Signior de Santillane. ! Never doubt 


© that,” anſwered I; © you may depend 
© upon me: Iwill procure your daugh- 
© ter*'s admittance into the prince's com- 
© pany whenever you pleaſe : this is what 
«© | can promiſe, without preſuming too 
much upon my power.'—* I would 
© take you at your word,* replied Laura, 
and ſet out for Madrid to-morrow, 
© were I not reſtricted to this place by 
© engagements with our company. 
An ͤ order from court can break theſe 
© ties,* ſaid 1; and you ſhal] receive 
© one in leſs than eight days. I ſhall be 


| © pleaſed in taking Lucretia from the 


© Toledans: ſuch an handſome actreſs 
* 1s deſtined for courtiers, and properly 
© belongs to us.“ 8 N £34--9 

Lucretia entered the room juſt as I had 
pronounced theſe words, and ſeemed ſo 
pretty and engaging, that I took her 
for the goddeſs Hebe. She had juſt 
riſen; and her natural beauty; ſhining 
without the help of art, preſented. a 
raviſhing object to my view. Come, 
© niece,” ſaid her mother to her, come, 
and thank this gentleman for his friend. 
© ſhip: he is an old acquaintance 'of 
mine. who has great intereſt at court, 
© and intends to introduce us both into 


4 


the prince's company.'—Theſe. words 


your adventures with the ſteward of 


Laura in my turn, and made her ac- 


© ſhall bring Lucretia to Madrid, with 


ſeemed 


et N 


—— —— — 


vho made me a low curtſey, and ſaid, 
with an enchanting ſmile, I moſt hum- 
. © bly thank you for your obliging inten- 
tion; but, in taking me from the peo- 
ple by whem I am beloved, are you 
55 Rave that I ſhall pleaſe the audience at 
© Madrid? I ſhall, perhaps, loſe by the 
change. I remember to. have heard 
my annt. ſay, that ſhe has ſeen actors 

© careſſed in one place and hiſſed ia an- 


other, and this gives me ſome con- 


_*cern :, beware of expoſing me to the 
« contempt and yourſelf to the re- 


«© proaches of the court.'—* Fair Lucre- | 


«© tia,” anſwered I, neither you nor I 
© have reaſon to be apprehenſive of that: 
I rather fear that, by inflaming all that 
© behold you, you will create ſome miſ- 
© underſtanding among our grandees.'— 
The fear of my niece,” ſaid Laura, 
© is better founded than yours; but 1 
© hope they are both vain : if Lucretia 
© cannot make a noiſe by her charms, in 


© reconipence, ſhe- is no contemptible 


© actreſs.” _ 3 

Our converſation laſted ſome time 
longer; and I had reaſon to conclude, 
- frem every thing which Lucretia ſaid, 


that ſhe was a maid of a ſuperior genius. 


I then took my leave of the two ladies, 
aſſuring them that they ſhould ſoon 


ſeemed to give pleaſ ure to the dear girl, 


C hear it.“ 5 To ſatisfy my maſter, I then 
| recounted all, even the hiſtory of Laura 
-incluſively. I told him, that this actreſs 


| had Lucretia by the Marquis de Mari- 


alva, a Portugueſe nobleman, - who, 
ſtopping at Grenada on his travels, fell 
in love with her. In ſhort, when I had 
recounted to his grace every thing that 


| me, he ſaid, * I am overjoyed to hear 
© that Lucretia is the daughter of a man 


me ſtill more in her behalf; ſhe muſt 
be brought to town. But, added he, 
continue as thou haſt begun; let not 


© in the name of Gil Blas de Santillane.“ 


his company Eſtella and Lucretia, two 
actreſſes of Toledo. * Aha, Signior de 
© Santiltane !* ſaid Carnero with a fati- 
ricat ſmile; yes, you ſhall be ſerved 
immediately, ſince, in all appearance, 
0 er intereſt yourſelf for theſe two 
ladies.“ At the ſame time, he wrote 
an order with his own hand, and deli- 
vered it to me to be expedited ; ſo that 
I ſent it inſtantly to Eſtella by the ſame 
lacquey who had attended me to Tole- 
| do. Eight days after, the mother and 
daughter arriving at Madrid, took lodg- 


have an order from court to repair to 
Madrid. | ,  , lings hard by the prince's company, and 
: PE | their firſt care was to give me notice of 
CHA ÞF.. IL. it by a billet. I viſited them immedi- 


* 


to the miniſter, who emplcys ham to bring 
Lucretia to Madrid. The arrival of that 
attreſs, and her appearance at court. 


A my return to Madrid, I found 


the count-duke very impatient to | 


know the ſucceſs of my journey. Gil 
© Blas,” ſaid he, * haſt thou ſeen this 
_ * ſame actreſs? Is ſhe worth bringing 
© to court?“ —* My lord,* I replied, 
* Fame, which uſually praiſes beauties 
more than they deſerve, has not ſaid 
© enough in cemmendation of young Lu- 
© cretia : ſhe is an admirable creature, 
bath as to her perſon and talents.'— 
© Is it poſſible l' cried the miniſter, with 


an interior ſatisfaction which I read in 


his eyes, and which made me believe 


Santillane gives an account his tommiſhon | 


ately, where, after a thouſand offers of 
knowledgments on theirs, I left them to 


ance, . which I wiſhed might be brilliant 
and ſucceſsful. | 


new actreſſes, whom the princes com- 
pany had received by an order from 
court; and they began with a comedy 
which they had often acted at Toledo 
with applauſe. In what part. of the 


| world are new ſights diſregarded? The 


playhouſe was that day fifJed with an 
extraordinary concourſe of ſpectators ; 
and you may well imaging that I did 
not fail to be there. I ſuffered a little 
before the piece began; and, prepoſ- 
ſeſſed as I was in favour,of the talents 
both of mother and daughter, I trem- 


337 


happened between the two actreſſes and 
of quality ; that circumſtance intereſts 


me appear in it: every thing mult paſs 


Il went and told Carnero, that his ex- 
cellency deſired him to expedite an or- 
der, by which the king received into 


ſervice on my fide, and as many ac- 


prepare for their firſt publick appear - 


They advertiſed themſelves as two | 
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that he, had ſent me to Toledo on his 
own account, is it poſſible that ſhe can 
© be ſo amiable?” —* When you have 


bled for them; ſo much was I intereſted _ 
in their ſacceſs. But ſcarce had they 
opened their mouths, hen my fear 


© ſeen her, anſwered 1, you will own, | 

© that no eulogium can do juſtice to her 

© charms.'—*< Santillane,* ſaid his excel- 

lency, give me a faithful relation of 

: oy journey; 1 ſhall be very glad to 
0 0. 4. | 18 


was baniſhed by the applauſe which they 


received. Eſtella was looked upon as a 
conſummate comick actreſs, and Luere- 
tia as a prodigy in tender parts. This 


* 
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laſt captivated all hearts. Some admired 
the beauty of her eyes, others were 
touched by the ſweetneſs of her voice; 
and every body, ſtruck with the graces 
and brilliancy of her youth, went away 
enchanted by her appearance. | 
you count-duke, being more intereſt - 


ed than I imagined in the firſt eſſay of 


this actreſs, was at the play that even- 
ing; and I ſaw him go out about the 
end of the performance, ſeemingly very 
well ſatisfied with our two new players. 
Curious to know if he was really affect. 
ed with their ſucceſs, I followed him 
home, and going into his cloſet juſt af- 
ter him, Well, my lord,” faid I, * is 
; rat excellency ſatisfied with young 
* Marialva?? — * My excellency,” an- 
ſwered he, ſmiling, would be very 
nice indeed, if I refuſed to join my vote 
to that of the publick. Yes, child, 1 
am charmed with thy Lucretia, and I 
© don't doubt that the king will be pleal- 
© ed when he ſees her” 
II. 
Lucretia makes a great norſe at court, and 
us before the ting, who falls in love with 
her. The conſequence of bis paſſion. 
py rs appearance of two new actreſſes 
1 ſoon made a noiſe at court: the ve. 
ry next day it was ſpoke of at the king's 
lefee. Some noblemen extolled young 
Lucretia in particular, and drew ſuch a 
beautiful picture of her, that the mo- 
narch was ſtruck with it: but, diſſem- 
bling the impreſſion which their diſ- 
courſes made upon his heart, he ſeemed 
to take no notice of what they ſaid. Ne- 
vertheleſs, as ſoon as he found himſelf 
alone with the connt-duke, he afked 
who this actreſs was whom they praifed 
' fo much. The minifter anſwered, that 
the was a young player of Toledo, who 
had made her firſt appearance the pre- 
ceding night with great ſucceſs. * She 
js called Lucretia,“ added he; a name 
very ſuitable to people of her profeſſi- 
on. She is an acquaintance of Santil- 
® Jane's, who ſpoke ſo much in her fa- 
- © your, that I thought proper to receive 
her into your majeſty's company.” 
The king ſmiled when he heard my 
name mentioned, becauſe he remem- 
bered, perhaps, at that moment, that it 
was I who had made him acquainted 
with Catalina, and foreſaw that I fhould 
do him the ſame ſervice on this occa- 
fon. Count,“ ſaid he to the mini- 


ſter, I will go to-morrow and ſee this 


Lucretia act. Take care to advertiſe 
« her of my intention.“ | 


The count-duke having repeated this 
converſation to me, and informed me 
of the king's defign, ſent me to impart 
it to our two actreſſes. 1 come,” ſaid 
I to Laura, who was the firſt I met, * to 


will, to-morrow, have among your 
'© ſpeQators the ſovereign of this mo- 
© narchy ; this is what 1 am ordered by 
the miniſter to acquaint you with. I 
© don't doubt that your daughter and you 
© will do your utmoſt to deſerve the ho- 
© nour which the king intends you ; but 
© 1 adviſe you to chuſe a piece in which 
© there is both dancing and mnſick, that 
© he may admire all the talents of Lu- 
© cretia together. We will take your 
© advice,” replied Laura, and do all in 
* our power to amuſe the prince. 
—* He cannot fail of being pleaſed,” 
faid I, ſeeing Lucretia come in, in a 
difhabille, which gave her more charms 
than the moſt ſuperb theatrical dreſs. 
© He will be fo much the more fatisfied 
© with your lovely mece, as he loves 
« finging and dancing above all other 
© entertainments : who knows but he 
may be tempted to throw the hand- 
Kkerchief at her Y=<1 don't at all 
© wiſh,” replied Laura, that he may have 
© any ſuch temptation ; notwithitand- 
© ing his being a powerful monarch, he 
© might find obftacles to the accomplifh- 
© ment of his deſires. Lucretia is vit- 
© tuous, though bred behind the ſcenes, 
© and whatever pleafure the may feel in 
© ſeeing herſelf applauded on the ſtage, 
« ſhe would much rather paſs for a mo- 
« deſt girl than for a good attreſs.” 
Why ſhould my aunt,” ſaid young 
Marialva, joining in the converſation, 
form fuch chimeras to fight with? I 
© ſhall never be obliged to repulſe the 
« ſighs of the king; the delicacy of his 
© taſte will ſave him from the reproaches 
© he would deſerve, if he could humble 
© his attention to me.'—* But charming 
Lucretia,“ ſaid I, * ſhould it happen 
that the prince would attach himſelf 
to yon, and chuſe yon for his miſtreſs, 
© would you be ſo cruel as to let him 
"© langmfh in your chains like an ordi- 
© nary lover? Why not?” anſwered 
ſhe. * Yes, doubtleſs : and though vir- 
tue were out of the queſtion, my vanity 
© would exult much more in reſiſting 
© than in yielding to his paſſion.” I was 
not a little aſtoniſhed to us PO of 
Laura talk in this manner; and left 
the ladies; praiſing the laſt for having 
beſtowed ſuch good education on the 


other, | ; 
. Next 


© tel] you a piece of great news; you 


PEST ST TY WEE TT 


- = hn. 1 * 5 
J7J/ͤöÜ7;ẽ˙09êẽ ͤà?à;!!bb tad a. oc nd 


—— — OO ——_—_— 


Next day the king, impatient to ſee 
Lueretia, went to the play. They act- 
ed a performance, mixed with ſangs and 
dances, in which our yaung- actrefs 
| ſhone very much. From the 
to the end 1 kept my eyes fixed on the 
_ monarch, and in his looks endeavoured 
to read his thoughts; but he baffled 
my penetration by an air of gravity 
which all along he affected to preſerve. 
1 did not learn till next day what I was 
ſo curious to know. *% Santillane,? ſaid 
the miniſter to me, I have juſt left the 


ginning 


GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 


king, who has ſpoke to me of Lucre- 


[4 tia with fo much vivacity, that I 
am convinced he is captivated by that 
young player; and as I told him that 
thou waſt the occaſion of bringing her 
from Toledo, he faid he ſhould be 
* glad to talk with thee in private on 
that ſubject. 
v fent thyſelf at his chamber-door, 
* where there is an order already given 


to admit thee. Run, therefore, and 
bring me back, as ſoon as poffible, an 


account of the converſation.“ 
I flew inftantly to the palace, where 


Go, inſtantly, and pre- 


T found the king alone, walking very-: 


faſt in expectation of my coming, and 
feemingly very much perplexed. He 
put ſeveral queſtions to me about Lu- 
eretia, whoſe hiſtory he obliged me to 
recount : he then aſked, if the little 
gentlewoman had ever been engaged in 
-any intrigue. I boldly affured him that 
ſhe had not, (though theſe ſorts of af- 
ſurances are a little raſh!) and the 
prince ſeemed very glad to hear it. 
If that be the caſe,” ſaid he, I chufe 
« thee for my agent with Lucretia; and 
deſire that by thy means ſhe may this 
evening learn her victory. Go, fig- 
« nify her conqueſt from me, addedmhe, 

utting into my hand a diamond neck- 

ace worth forty thouſand crowns z * and 
tell her, that I deſire fhe will accept 


of that preſent, until I give her more 


« ſolid marks of my affection. 
Before I performed this commiſſion, 
J went back to the count-duke, and 
made a faithful report of what the king 
had ſaid : with this I imagined the mi- 
niſter would be more afflicted than re- 
joiced; for I believed (as I have already 
obſerved) that he himſelf had amorous 
views upon Lucretia, and would be 
chagrined to hear that his maſter was 
become his rival; but I was miſtaken. 
Far from feeming mortified at the news, 
it gave him ſo much joy, that, being 
unable to contain it, ſome words eſrap- 
ed him, which did not fall to the ground. 
Aha, Philip l' cried he; «4 egad I have 


— 
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you faſt. For once, you will be ſick 
* of buſineſs.” This apoſtrophe diſ- 
cloſed the whole. cantrivance of 
caunt-duke. I now perceived that the 
miniſter, being afraid of the king's ap- 
plying himſelf to. ſerious affairs, en- 
\dcavoured to amuſe him with pleaſures 
more ſuitable to his humour. San- 
© tillane," faid he, afterwards, * loſe no 
«time ; make haſte, my friend, to go 
and execute the important order which 
© thou haſt received, and which a great 
many noblemen at court no glory 
in performing. - Conſider,” ſaid he, 
that thou haſt here no count de Lemas 
to deprive thee of one half of the ho- 
* nour acquired in this ſervice ; thou 
wilt have it entirely to thyſelf; and, 
© moyeover, enjoy all the fruits of it.“ 
Thus did his excellency gild the pill, 
which | ſwallowed down gently, though 
not without taſting the bitterneſs of it: 
for, ſince my impriſonment, I had been 
uſed to look upon things in a moral 
point of view, and did not think the 
poſt of Mercury in chief quite ſa ho- 
nourable as it was called. However, 
though I was not vicious enough to 
perform it without remorſe, I had not 
virtue ſufficient to make me refuſe the 
employment. I therefore obeyed the 
king the more willingly, as I ſaw at the 
ſame time that my compliance would be 
agreeable to the miniſter whom it was my 
ſole ſtudy to pleaſe. I thought proper 
to addrefs myſelf at firſt to Laura, to 


whom, ia a private converfation, I dif- 


cloſed my miſſion in a diſcreet manner; 


preſented the jewels; at ſight of which 
the lady, being unable to conceal her joy, 
gave a looſe to it. Sigoiar Gil Blas, 
cried ſhe, *1 ought not to conſtrain my- _ 
« ſelf before my. oldeſt and belt friend. 
1 ſhould be to blame in affecting a 
falſe ſeverity of morals, and makin 

grimaces with you. Yes; you nee 

not doubt it, continued ſhe; I am 
© overjoyed that my daughter has 
* made ſuch a precious conqueſt, all 

«© the advantages of which I compre- 
hend; but, between you and me, I am 
« afraid that Lucretia will look upon 
them with a different eye: for, though 
a a young actreſs, ſhe is ſo careful of 
her chaſtity, that ſhe has already re- 
«jected the addreſſes of two young 
© noblemen, both amiable and rich. 
« You may ſay, indeed, that theſe were 
« not kings. True; and in all proba- 
© bility, the paſſion of a crowned head 
s will chake the virtue of Lucretia. 


Nevertheieſs, I muſt tell you, that 
| Uu? „ 
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and towards the end of the diſcourſe, 
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© the thing is uncertain, and J declare 


* that I will never force the inclinations 
© of my daughter. If, far from think- 
ing herſelf honoured by the tranſient 


* affection of the king, the ſhall regard 


that honour as infamous, let not that 
great prince be diſobliged if ſhe ſhall 
© conceal herſelf from him. Return to- 
© morrow,?* added ſhe, and then I will 
© tell you whether you muſt carry back 
to him a favourable anſwer, or his 
© jewels.” 8 : 

I didnotatall doubt that Laura would 


Exhort Lucretia to ſwepve from her du- 
ty, rather than remain in it, and I de- 


33 a good deal on that exhortation. 
Nevertheleſs, I learned with ſurpriſe 
next day, that Laura had as much diffi- 
culty in ſwaying her daughter to vice as 
other mothers have to form their's to 
virtue; and, which is ſtill more ſurpriz- 
ing, Lucretia, after having granted ſome 
private interviews to the monarch, felt 
ſo much remorſe for having yielded to 


his deſires, that ſhe quitted the world all 


of a ſudden, and ſhut herſelf up in the 
monaſtery of the Incarnation, where ſhe 
ſoon fell ſick, and died of grief. Laura 


being inconfolable for the loſs of her 


daughter, whoſe death ſhe upbraided 


herſelf with, retired into the convent 


of the Female Penitents, there to mourn 
the pleaſures of her youth. The king 
was affected by the unexpected retreat 
ot Lucretia; but being of a humour not 
to be long afflicted at any thing, conſoled 


himſelf by degrees for this event. As 


for the count-duke, although he did not 
ſeem very much touched at this incident, 
it did not fail to give him a great deal of 
mortification; and this the reader will 
eaſily believe. 


CHAP. v. 


Santillane is inveſted by the miniſter with a 


new employment. 


Was alſo ſenſibly affected by the mis- 

fortune of Lucretia, and felt ſuch 
remorſe for having contributed to it, 
that, looking upon myſelf as an infamous 
_ wretch, in ſpite of the quality of the lo- 
ver whoſe paſſion I had ſerved, I re- 
ſolved to abandon the caduceus for ever. 
I even expreſſed to the miniſter the re- 
luctance I had to bear it, and begged he 
. would employ me in ſomething elle. 
« Santillane* ſaid he, I am charmed 
* with thy delicacy; and, ſince thou art 
la man of ſuch henour, will give thee 
an occupation more ſuitable to thy vir- 
tue. This it is, liſten attentively to 
* whatI am going to impart. 


Some years before TI was-in favour, 
continued he, *chance one day preſented 


© to my view a lady ſo handſome and 


© well made, that I ordered her to be 
followed. I learned that ſhe was a Ge- 
© nveſe, called Donna Margarita Spinola, 
* who lived at Madrid on the revenue of 
© her beauty, and that Don Franciſco de 
* Valeaſar, an alcade of the court, a rich 
* old married man, ſpent a great deal of 
* money upon the coquette. 
port, which ought to have inſpired me 
© with contempt for her, made me con- 


* ceive a violent deſire of ſharing her fa- 


© vours with Valeaſar; and, to ſatisfy it, 
I had recourſe to a female go- between, 
* who had the addreſs in a little time to 
procure for me a private interview with 
the Genoeſe; and that was followed by 
many more, ſo that my rival and I were 
© equally weil treated for our preſents. 
© Perhaps, too, ſhe had other gallants as 
© happy as we were. 1 
« Be that as it will, Margarita, in re- 
© ceiving ſuch confuſed homage, inſenſi- 
© bly became pregnant, and brought 
© forth a ſon, the honour of whom ſhe 
© beſtowed on each of her lovers in par- 
* ticular; but not one of them being in 
* conſcience able to boaſt himſelt the fa- 


© ther of that child, it was diſowned by 


© them all; ſo that the Genoeſe was 
© obliged to maintain it with the fruit of 
her intrigues: this ſhe did for eighteen 
© years, at the end of which term dying, 
© ſhe has left her ſon without fortune, and, 
c which is worſe, without education.“ 

« This,” purſued his grace, is the 
© ſecret I had to impart, and I will now 
inform thee of the great deſign whichT 
© have projected. 1 will bring this un- 

«© fortunate child from obſcurity; and, 
making him paſs from one extreme to 
© another, raiſe him to honours, and 
© own him for my ſon.“ 
At this extravagant project it was im- 
poſſible for me to hold my tongue. How, 
« my lord!” cried I; © can your excel- 
* lency have taken ſuch a ſtrange reſo- 
lu ion; pardon me for ufing that term, 
« which hath eſcaped my zeal.'—* Thou 
wilt ſay that I am very prudent,“ he 
replied, with precipitation, when I 
© have told tnee the reaſons that have 
determined me to take it. I don't de- 
« fire that my collaterals ſhould be my 
© heiis, Thou wilt ſay, that I am not 
as yet of ſuch an advanced age as to 
make me deſpair of having children by 


* my Lady Olivarez. But every one 


« knows himſelf beſt. Let it ſuffice to 
| © tell thee, that there is no ſecret in chy- 


s miſtry which I have not tried in vain 
| 8 — 0.20 


This re- 
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to become a father. Therefore, ſince ' 
Fortune, ſupplying the defects of Na- 
ture, preſents a child to me, whoſe 
true father perhaps I am, I am reſolved 
6 to adopt him, When I ſaw the mini- 
« {ter bent on this adoption, I ceaſed to 
« oppoſe it, knowing him to be a man 
© capable of committing a fooliſh action 
© rather than ſwerve from his own opi- 
nion. The ſole buſineſs now,” a 
ed he, is to beſtow education upon Don 
Henry Philip de Guzman, (for this 
name Ll intend he ſhall bear) until he 
* ſhall be in a condition to poſſeſs the 
dignities that await him. Thou, my 
« dear- Santillane, art the perſon whom 
* I chuſe to be his tutor. I confide in 
*thy underſtanding and attachment to 
me for thy care in regulating his fami- 
ly, in giving him all ſorts of maſters; 
in a word, of making him an accom- 
s pliſhed cavalier. I would have re- 
fuſed this employment, repreſenting to 
the count-duke, that I was very ill qua- 
lified toeducate young noblemen, having 
never practiſed that buſineſs, which re 
quired more knowledge and merit than 
I poſſeiſed. But he interrupted me, 
and ſhut my mouth, by ſaying, that he 
was abſolutely reſolved to make me go- 
vernor to this adopted ſon, whom he 
deſtined for the firſt offices of the mo- 
narchy. I prepared myſelf, therefore, 
to fill this place for the ſatisfactjon of 
his grace, who, to reward my compli- 
aace, increaſed my ſmall revenue with 
a penſion of a thouſand crowns, which 
he procured, or rather gave me, on the 
commandery of Mamdra. | 


7 CHAP. V. 

The ſon of the Genoeſe is owned by an au- 
1 and called Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman. Santillane forms the family 


of that young nobleman, and hires all ſorts 
of maſters for him. 


HE count-duke in a little time au- 
ally owned the ſon of Donna Mar- 
garita Spinola, and the deed was exe- 
cuted with the conſent and inclination 
of the king. Don Henry Philip de 
Guzman (for that was the name given 
to this child of many fathers) was de- 
. Clared ſole heir of the Count d'Olivarez, 
and of the duchy of San Lucar. The 
miniſter, that nobody might be ignorant 
of this event, ordered Carnero to com- 
municate the declaration to the ambaſ- 
| ſadors and grandees of Spain, who were 
not a little ſurprized at his conduct. 
The wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth 


1 


2 11 BLASC OF: SANTILLANE; 5 


_ 00 OE — — — —-— Ars 


poets did not neglect ſuch a fair occaſion 
of ſhedding the gall of their pens. 
When 1 aſked where this gentleman 
was whom his grace intended to entruſt 
to my care, He is in this city,“ he re- 
plied, under the direction of an aunt, _ 
from whom I will take him as ſoon as 
© thou ſhalt have prepared a houſe for 
© him.* This was ſoon performed. I 
took a houſe, which 1 cauſed to be 
magnificently furniſhed ; hired pages, a 
porter, and footman ; and, with the af 
liſtance of Caporis, filled up the places 
of his officers. When I had completed 
his attendants, I went and advertiſed his 
excellency, who immediately ſent for his 
equivocal heir and new ſhoot from the 
trunk of the Gugmans, and I found him 
a tall young fellow of an agreeable per- 
ſon. * Don Henry,” ſaid his grace to 
him, pointing with his tinger, to me, 
* this gentleman is the guide-whom [I 
© have Choſen to conduct you in the ca- 
reer of life. I have the greateſt confi. 
« dence in him, and give him an abſolute 
© power over you. Ves, Santillane,? ſaid 
he, turning to me, © I abandon him en- 
«tirely to your care, and don't doubt 
* that you will give a good account of 
him.“ To this diſcourſe the miniſter 
joined others, exhorting the young man 
to ſubmit to my directions; after which 
I conducted Don Henry to his houſe, 
where whenwearrived, I made all his do- 
meſticks paſs in review before him, ſigni- 
fying the office of each. He did not ſeem 
con founded at the change af his condi- 
tion; and, accommodating himſelf to 
the deference and officious reſpect that 
was ſhewn to him, he ſeemed to have 
been always that which he was now be- 
come by chance. He did not want ca- 
pacity, but was wholly illiterate, being 
ſcarce able to read or write. I furniſhe 
him with a preceptor to teach him the 
elements of the Latin tongue, and hired © 
for him maſters of geography, hiſtory, 
and fencing. You may-well believe, t 
I did not forget a dancing- maſter: I was 
only embarraſſed in the choice; for at 
that time there was a great number fa- 
mous in that profeſſion at Madrid, and 
did not know to whom I ought to give 
the preference. While I was in this per- 
plexity, a man richly dreſſed came into 
the court, and I being told that he want. 
ed to ſpeak with me, went to him, ima- 
gining that he was at leaſt a knight of 
St. Jago or Alcantara. When 1 aſked 
his commands, Signior de Santillane,* 
anſwered he, after having made ſeveral 
bows, which ſmelled ſtrongly of his pro- 
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from it a long time, and the ſatirical - 


| feflion; * underſtanding that your worſhip 
. | 12 
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maſter of philoſophy. Doubtleſs,“ ſaid 
he; ve are of much greater uſe than 
, -© thaſe gentlemen. What is a man before 

he has paſſed throughour hands? what 


* * 


returned from Mexico. 


© merchandize of the conſumption of this, 
country. I congratulate thee, my 


is the perſon who chuſes maſters for 


© repuiation. 


© piſtoles,” anſwered he, is the current 
4 price, and I. give but two leſſons per 


a great deal!” replied he, with an air 
of aſtoniſhment; you would give a piſ- 
'« tole a- month to a maſter of philoſo- 
phy.“ . 

- There was no reſiſting ſuch a pleaſant. 


-© fons mould him by little and little 


a attitudes and airs of dignity and impor- 
© tance.? | 


| Scipio returning from Neu- Spain, Gil Blas 


4. with three thouſand ducats in ſpecie, ] | 
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Signior Don Henry, I am come to offer 
my ſervice ; my name is Martin Ligero; 
© and I have, (thank Heaven) ſome 
It is not my cuſtom to 
come and folicit for ſcholars; that is 
« the province of little obſcure dancing- 
« maſters. I uſually wait until I am ſent 
for; but as I have taught the Duke de 
« Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, 
and ſome other poblemen of the family 
« of Guzman, to which I am as it were 
a a ſervant born, I thought it my duty 
© to anticipate your meſſage.*—* I find 
« by your diſcourſe,” ſaid I, * that you 
«are the man we want. How much do 
© you take per month ?'—* Four double 


£ week.'—* Four doubloons a monih !' 
cried I, that is a great deal.“ How! 


reply, at which I laughed heartily, and 
aſked Signior Ligero, if he really thought 
a man of his profeſſion preferable to a 


but an ill licked cub? but our leſ- 


£ jnco a due form. In a word, we teach 
e him to move gracefully, giving him 


1 yielded to the arguments of this 
dancing-maſter, whom I hired for Don 
Henry at the rate of four double piſtoles 
a month, ſince that was the price of great 
maſters of his art. 


CHAP. vl. 


ſettles him in the ſervice of Don Henry. 
The Rludies of that young nobleman, with 
the honours which were conferred upon 
him, and an account of the lady to whom he 
was married. Gil becomes noble in 
ſpite of himſelf. fs | 

Had not as yet completed the half of 

Don Henry's family, when Scipio 
I aſked him if 
he was ſatisfied with his voyage, and he 
anſwered, I have reaſon to be ſo; lince, 


£ have brought over twice as much in 
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child,“ 1 replied. * Thy fortune is 
© now begun; and it is in thy power to 
* complete it, by returning to the Indies 
next year; or, if thou preferreſt an a. 
-* greeable poſt at Madrid to the trouble 
© of going ſo far to amafs wealth, thou 
© haſt nothing to do but to ſpeak; I have 
one at thy ſervice.'— P ſaid 
the ſon of Coſcolina, there is no room 
for heſitation, I would much rather 
© execute a good employment near you, 
than expoſe myfelf anew to the perils 
* ofalong voyage. Pray, maſter, explain 
« yourſelf; what poſt do you intend for 
« your humble ſervant?” 8 


ed to him the ſtory of the young noble. 
man whom the count-duke had intro- 
duced into the family of Guzman; and 
after having told him, that the miniſter 
had choſen me governor to Don Henry, 
I promiſed to make him valet de cham - 
bre to that adopted ſon. Scipio, who 
alked no better, willingly accepted the 
poſt, and acquitted himſelf in it ſo well, 
that in leſs than three or four days he 
acquired the confidence and friendſhip 
of his new maſter, 2 | 

[ imagined that the pedagogues whom 
I had choſen to teach the ſon of the Ge. 
noeſe, would find their Latin thrown a- 
way, believing one at his age undiſci- 
plinable. But I was muck miſtaken. 
He eaſily comprehended and retained all 
that was ſhewn to him, and his maſters 
were very well ſatisfied with. his eapa- 
city. I ran eagerly to impart this piece 
of news to the duke, who received it 
with exceſſive joy. * Santillane,* cried 
he, tranſported, I am raviſhed to hgar 
* that Don Henry hasſuch a memory and 
penetration! I perceive my own blood 
in him; and what conyinces me of his 


4 bong my ſon is, that 1 feel as much 


© affection for him, as it he had been 
born by my Lady QOlivarez. Thou 
« ſeeſt by this, my friend, that nature 
declares itſelf.“ I was not fool enough 
to tell his grace my fentiments of the 
matter; but, reſpecting his weaknefs, 
left him to enjoy the pleaſure (whether 
true or falſe) of believing himſelf the 
father of Don Henry. . 
Although the Guzmans entertained a 
mortal hatred to this young nobleman of 
freſh date, they diſſembled it out of po- 
licy;; nay, ſome of them affected to court 
his friendſhip; he was viſited by the 
ambaſſadors and grandees who were then 
at Madrid, and honoured by -them as 
much as if he had been a legitimate ſon 


| of the count- duke. This miniſter, over- 
joyed ta ſee ſuch incenſe offered 1 1 
: | | ido , 


For his better information, I recount. 


. 


3dol, ſoon decked him With dignities.” | 
He began by aſking of the king the croſs 
of Alcantara, with a commandery of 
ten thouſand crowns, for Don Henry. 
In a little time after he was made gen- 
tleman of the bed · chamber. Then, 
reſolving to marry him to a lady of the 
moſt noble family of Spain, he caſt his 
eyes upon Donna Juana Velaſco, daugh- 
ter to the Duke of Caſtile, and had au- 
thority enough to accompliſh the mar- 
riage, in ſpite of that duke and all his re- 
lations. 
A few days before the marriage, his 
grace, having ſent for me, put ſome pa- 
pers into my hand, ſaying, Hold, Gil 
© Blas, here are letters of nobility, which 
©] have ordered to be expedited for 
_ © thee.'——- My lord,” anſwered I, ſur- 
prized at his words, * your excellency 
 * knows that I am the ſon of a poor du- 
*enna and ſquire; fo that, in my opi- 
nion, the nobility would be prophaned 
© by my affociation; and it is, of all the 
*« favours which his majeſty could be- 
« ffow, that which 1 deſerve and deſire 
« the leaſt. Thy birth,“ replied the 
miniſter, is an objection that is eaſily 
removed: thou haſt been employed in 
* ſtate affairs, both under the Duke of 
« Lerma's minifiry and mine: beſides,” 
added he, with a ſmile, © haſt thou not 
« done the monarch ſome ſervice which 
® deſerves a recompence? In a word, 
« SantiHane, thou art not unworthy of 
the honour which I have procured for 
Þ thee. Moreover, the rank which thou 
holdeſt with regard to my ſon, requires 
« that thou ſhonldſt be noble; and it is 
on that account that I have obtained 
'« the patent.'—*I yield, my lord,” I 
. replied, * fince your excellency inſiſts 
upon my compliance.“ So ſaying, I 
went away with my patent in my 
pocket. | | 
21 am now a gentleman, faid I to 
myſelf, when I had got into the ſtreet, 
© ennobled, without being obliged to my 
parents for my quality. I may, when I 
« pleaſe, be called Don Gil Blas; and if 
* any one of my acquaintance ſhall take 
"© it in his head to laugh in my face when 
he calls me ſo, I will ſhew my patent. 
* Butlet us read it,* continued I, taking 
it out of my pocket, and ſee in what 
manner my original meanneſs is waſhed 
away. I therefore peruſed the paper, 
the ſubſtance of which was, that the 
king, to reward the zeal which I had 
Manifeſted on more than one occaſion 
or his fervice and the gvod of the ſtate, 
had thought proper to gratify my at- 
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venture to ſay, in my own praiſe, tha 
they did not inſpire oa with the leaſt 
pride. Having the meanneſs of my ex- 
traction always before my eyes, this ho- 
nour humbled inſtead of making me 
vain ; therefore I determined to lock up 
my patent in a drawer, and never bodit 
of it's being in my poſſeſſion. 2 


e, 
Gil Blas meets Fabricio again by actident. 
The laſt converſation thut happened by - 
tween them, and the important advice 
which Nunnez gave to Sa : 


* 


Santellane. 


1 Aſturian poet (as muſt have 
been obſerved by the reader) wil. 
lingly neglected me; and my occupn- 
tions did not permit me to viſit him. I 
had not ſeen him ſince the day of the 
diſſertation on the Iphigenia of Euri- 
pides, when chance again threw him in 
my way near the Gate of the Sun. He 
was coming out of a printing-houfe, 
and I accoſted him, ſaying, * Aha, Mr. 
* Nunnez | you have been at the prin- 
* ter's; that ſeems to threaten the pub. 
© lick with a new work of your c 
« fition.'*—* That is what indeed it may 
expect, anſwered he. I have actually 
© in the preſs a pamphlet which will 
make ſome noiſe in the republick ot 
letters.“ I don't doubt the merit vf 
thy production,“ I replied, but am 
© amazed at thy compoting pamphlets, 
© which in my opinion are triftes that do 
no great honour to a man of genius.“ 
— 1 know it very well,” ſaid Fabricio, 
© and am not ignorant that none but 


| © thoſe that read every thing amuſe 


themſelves with: pamphlets. How- 
© ever, this one has eſcaped me, which 
© I own is the child of neceſſity. Hun- 
ger, thou knoweſt, brings the wolf out 
© of the, wood.“ | 5 
© How!” cried I ; * does the authbr 
© of the Count de Saldagne talk in this 
© manner? a man who has two thouſand 
© crowns a- year! Softly, friend,” faid 
Nunnez to me; I am no longer that 
* happy poet who enjoyed a well. paid 
«* penffon. The affairs of the Treaſurer 
© Don Bertrand are diſordered all of a 
© ſudden. He has fingered and ſquat. 
© dered away the king's money; all His 
effects are ſeized, and my penſion 4s 
gone to the devil. That is a melah- 
«© choly affair, I reſumed; * but haſt 
*thon no hope remaining from that 
| © quarter ?*—* Not the leaſt,” ſaid he. 
b Senior Gomez de Ribero, as poor as 
tom, and 


rachment with letters of nobility. I will | 


3 


* 


- © for me every day, one at the houſe of 


ſatisfied with thy condition: though 
1 proteſt to thee anew, that thou haſt 
. always in Gil Blas a friend who is 
proof againſt thy neglect and indif- 


: * purſe, come boldly io me; and let not 


- * lible ſuccour, and rob me of the plea- 


- * tude will give thee a wholeſome ad- 


* 


4 ſeſſion of his favour, profit by the op- 


* 


* 


choice, and the city furniſhes him with 


.© water again.“ 


© If that be the caſe, my child,“ an- 
ſwered I; I muſt find out ſome poſt to 


- © confole thee for the loſs of thy pen- 


© fon.'—* 1 will ſpare thee that trou- 


ble, cried he. If thou wouldſt offer 
me an employment in the miniſter's 
* offices worth three thouſand crowns 
«yearly, I would refuſe it. The buli- 
©* neſs of clerks will not agree with the 
4 humour of a foſter-child of the Muſes : 
* 7 muſt enjoy my literary amuſements. 
What ſhall-I ſay to thee! I am born 
© to live and die a poet, and my deſtiny 
* muſt be fulfilled. 
But don't imagine, continued he, 
. © that we are very unhappy ; beſides that 
4 we live in perfect independence, we 
are boys without care. People think 
2 that we often dine with Democritus, 
and there they are miſtaken. There 
: * js not one of my fraternity, not even 
* excepting the makers of almanacks, 
who is not welcome to ſome good ta- 
* ble. As for my part, there are two 
- * families where I am always received 
with pleaſure. I have two covers laid 


42 fat director of the farms, to whom I 
« have dedicated a romance; and the 
« other at the houſe of a rich citizen; 


* who has the diſeaſe of being thought | 
2 to entertain wits every day at his table; 


© Inckily he is not very delicate in his 


great plenty.“ 
„VI no longer pity thee then,“ ſaid 1 
to the Aſturian poet, * ſince thou art 


. © ference ; if thou haſt occaſion for my 
* a filly ſhame deprive thee of an infal- 


« ſure of obliging thee.” 

© By that generous ſentiment,” cried 
Nunnez; * I recollect my friend San- 
© tjillane; I return a thouſand thanks 
« for thy kind offer, and out of grati- 


vice. While the count-duke conti- 
© nues in power, and thou art in poſ- 


© portunity ; make haſte to enrich thy- 
© ſelf; for Iam told he begins to totter.” 
I aſked Fabricio if he had that intelli- 
gence on good authority; and he an- 
wered, © I have it from a knight of Ca- 
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"> will never, it is ſaid, get his head above 


reden 


he is looked upon as an oracle, and 

* this is what T heard him ſay yeſterday, 

The count-duke has a great many 

* enemies, who are all united to ruin 

© him: he depends too much on the 

« aſcendancy which he has over the 

© king; that monarch, it is reported, 

begins to liſten to the complaints which 

© have already reached his ears.“ I 

thanked Nunnez for his information, 

of which I took little notice, but went 
home, perſuaded that my maſter's au. 
thority was immoveable, and. conſider. 
ing him as one of thoſe old oaks which 
are rooted in a foreſt, and which no 
ſtorms can overthrow. 1 
C HAP VI. 

Gil Blas is convinced of the truth of Fa- 
bricio's intelligence. The king goes to 
Saragoſſa. © RE ao, 
TEVERTHELESS, what the Aſtu- 

rian poet had told me was not 
without foundation. There was in the 
palace a ſecret confederacy formed 
againſt the count-duke, and the queen 
was ſaid to be at the head. of it; but 
none of the meaſures which they took 
to diſplace the miniſter tranſpired : nay, 

a whole year paſſed before I perceived 

that his favour had received the leaſt 

ſhock. | | #7; $ 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, 

ſupported by France, and the bad ſuc- 

ceſs of the war againſt theſe rebels, 
excited the murmurs of the people, who 
complained of the government. 
complaints occaſioned a council to be 


N 


ſired the Marquis de Grana, the em- 
peror's ambaſſador at the court of Spain, 
to be there; the ſubject of their delJi- 


proper for the king to ſtay in Caſtile, or 
go and ſhew himſelf to his troops in 
Arragon. The count-duke, who was 


army, ſpoke firſt ; he repreſented, that 
it was better for his majeſty to remain 
in the center of his dominions; and 
ſupported his opinion with'all the rea- 
ſons which his eloquence could afford. 
He had no ſooner concluded his ſpeech, 
than his advice was unanimouſly fol- 
lowed by every body in council, except 
the Marquis de Grana ; who, liſtening 
to nothing but his zeal for the houſe of 
Auſtria, and giving way to the, frank- 
neſs of his nation, oppoſed the ſenti- 


ment of the prime-miniſter, and ſup- 


© latrava, who has a very ſingular talent 
in diſcovering the molt hidden ſecrets; 


ported the contrary opinion with fuch 
force, that the King was {truck with the 
: S © ſolidity 


* 


Theſe 


held in preſence of the king, who de- 


beration being. whether it was moſt 


averſe to the prince's departure for the 


folidity of his arguments, embraced his 
opinion, though it was oppoſite to that 
bf the whole council, and fixed the day 
df his departure for. the army. 


This was the firſt time that ever his 


majeſty durſt think otherwiſe than his 


vourite ; who, looking upon this no- 


velty as a bloody affront, was very much 


mortified. When the miniſter was going 
to retire into his cloſer, to bite upon the 
Yridle at liberty, he perceived me, and 
taking me in along with him, recounted 
what had paſſed ar council with great 
agitation : then, like a man who could 
not recollect himſelf from his ſurprize, 
Yes, Santill:ne,* continued he, the 
© king, who for theſe twenty years paſt 
© hath ſpoke with my mouth, and teen 
through my eyes, now prefers the opi- 
© nion of Grana to mine; and in what 
© manner too? loading the ambaſſador 
t with eulogiums, and, in particular, 
© prailing his zeal for the houſe of Auſ- 
t tria, as if that German loved it better 
than 1 do! | | 
By this it is eaſy to judge,” purſued 
the miniſter, that there is a party 
« formed againſt me, and that the queen 
© is at the head of it.. Why, my lord,“ 
ſaid I, © ſhould you be uneaſy with that 
* conjefture? Has not the queen, for 
© more than twelve years, been uſed to 
© ſee you at the helm; and the king been 
in a long habit of not conſulting her? 
As for the Marquis of Grana, the 
© monarch, perhaps, choſe his opinion 
l out of deſire to ſèe his army, and make 


ta campaign. That is not the caſe, ſaĩd 


the count- duke; * ſay, rather, my ene- 
mies hope that the king, being among 
© his troops, will always be ſurrounded 
by the noblemen who will attend him; 
and that more than one will be found 
© ſo much diſguſted at me, as to ſpea 
© to the prejudice of my adminiſtration : 
put they are miſtaken,” added he; 1 
* will make the prince inacceſſible to 
* them all during the journey.” This he 
actually performed, in a manner that 
deſerves to be related. | 
The day of the king's departure be. 
ing arrived, that monarch, after having 
entruſted the queen with the care of the 
government in his abſence. ſet out for 
aragoſſa; bur, in his way, paſſing by 
Aranjuez, was ſo delighted with the 
place, that he ſtaid there almoſt three 
weeks: from thence the miniſter carried 


him to Cuenęa, where he amuſed him 


ſtill longer by various diverſions. Then 
oy leaſures of the chace detained him 
2 


was conducted to Saragoſſa. 
No. 84. | 


olina of Arragon; after which he 


5 


[2 


A 


ö 


making \ VC 
| danger of being taken by the French, 
who were maſters of the plain of. Mon- 


His army being not far from thence. 


he appeared for going to it; but the 
count-duke altered his inclination, by 
him believe that he would bein 


gon: ſo that the king, being affaid of 


the peril which he had no caule to fear 
took the reſolution of remaining ſhut 
up at home as in a priſon. - The miniſter, 
taking the advantage of his terror, and 
under pretence of watching for his ſafe- 
ty, guarded him, as it were, from the 
fight of every body : and the grandees, 


who had been at a vaſt expence to put 


themſelves in a condition to follow their 
ſovereign, had not even the ſatis faction 
of obtaining one private audience. Phi- 
lip, at length; tired of being il]-lodged 
at Saragoſſa, of paſſing his time ſtill 
worſe, or, if you pleaſe, of being pri- 


ſoner, returned in a little time to Ma- 


drid. Thus this monarch finiſned his 
campaign, leaving to the Maris de 


los Veles, general of his troops, the 


care of maintaining the honour of the 


Spanifh arms. 1 


The revolution of Portugal, and the diſgrace 


| of the count-duhe. 


A Few days after the king's return, 
. a very diſagreeable piece of news 


ſpread all over Madrid. It was report- - 


ed that the Portugueze, looking upon 
the revalt of the Catalonians as a fair 
occaſion offered to them by fortune for 
ſhaking off the Spaniſh yoke, had taken 


up arms, and choſen the Duke of Bra- 


anza for their king; that they were re- 
ſolved to maintain him on the thrane; 
and were confident of ſueceſs; Spain 
having at that time on her hands ene- 
mies in Germany, Italy, Flanders, and 


Catalonia: indeed they could not have 
found a more favourable conjuntture 


for freeing themſelves from a dominion 
which they deteſted. 3 


* « 


What is very ſingular is, that the 


count-duke, while both court and city 
ſeemed to be ſtruck with eonſternation 
at the news, wanted to joke with the 


king at the expence of the Duke of Bra- 
ganza: but Philip, far from being 


pleaſed with his raillery, aſſumed a very 
grave air, which diſconcerted him, and 
made him foreſee his diſgrace. He no 
longer doubted his own fall, when he 
underſtood that the queen had openly 
declared herſelf againſt hin and loudly 
accuſed hm of having, by his bad ad- 


- 


Portugal. 


miniſtration, occaſioned the revolt of 
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Portugal. The greateſt part of the 
pcs eſpecially thoſe whe had been 
at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived that a 
_ tempeſt was brewing over the head of 

the count-duke, than they joined the 
queen; and what gave the laſt ſtroke to 
his favour was, the arrival of the 
Ducheſs-dowager of Mantua, formerly 
governeſs of Portugal. This lady, on 
her return from "Liſbon to Madrid, 
plainly demonſtrated to the king, that 
the revolution of that kingdom hap- 
pened through the fault of the prime- 
miniſter. 

The diſcourſe of this princeſs made 

4 great impreſſion on the mind of the 
' monarch; who, being at length rouzed 
from his infatuation for his favourite, 
ſtripped him of all the affection which 
he had entertained for him. When the 
miniſter was informed that the king 


liſtened to his enemies, he wrote a letter 


to him, — leave to reſign his em- 
ployiwnt, and remove from court, ſince 
ople were fo unjuſt as to impute to 
im all the misfortunes which had hap- 
pened to the kingdom during the courle 
of his adminiſtration. He thought that 
this letter would have a great effect, and 
that the prince ſtill preſerved ſo much 
friendſhi 
court; but all the anſwer which his 
majeſty returned, was the permiſſion 
that he defired, with leave to retire 
whitherſoever he would. 
' Theſe words, written by 8 
own hand, were a thunderbolt to his 
grace, who by no means expected ſuch 


a reply ; but, though he was very much 


confounded, he affected an air of con- 
ſtancy, and aſked what I would do were 
1 in his place. I would ſoon take my 
© reſolution,? ſaid I; © I would abandon 
© the court, and paſs the reſt of my days 
© in peace at ſome one of my eſtates in 
£ the country.*—* That is a wholeſome 
advice, replied my maſter; and I am 
« fully reſolved to finiſh my career at 
© Loeches, after I ſhall have once more 
© converſed with the king ; for I want to 
© demonſtrate to him, that I have done 
© all that human prudence could ſuggeſt 
© to ſuſtain the weighty burden with 


© which I was loaded; and that it was 


« impoſſible for me to prevent the me- 
© lancholy events laid at my door; being 
© no more to blame than a ſkilful pilot, 
© who, in ſpite of all he can do, ſees his 


© veſſel toſſed about by the waves and 
The miniſter ſtill flattered ' 
himſelf, that, by ſpeaking to the prince, 
he might adjuſt matters, and regain the 
ground which he had loſt; but he never | 


e winds.? 


for him as to detain him at 
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| could procure an audience; and, be- 


ſides, one was ſent to demand the k 
of the door b 
when he pleaſed into his majeſty's apart - 
ment. Concluding, "then, that there 
were no farther hopes for him, he de- 
termined in good earneſt to retire. He 
examined. his papers, a great quantity 
of which he very prudently committed 
to the flames ; then naming the officers 
of his houſhold and valets who he in- 
tended ſhould follow him, he gave or- 
ders for his departure, which was fixed 
for next day. As he was afraid of be- 
ing inſulted by the populace in coming 
out of the palace, he ſlipped away early 


getting into a ſorry coach, with his con- 


his lady had 


uilt a magnificent convent 
of nuns of the Dominican order. 


Thi- 
and all his attendants arrived ſoon after. 
| CHAP, X- 
The anxiety and cares which at firſt diſturbed 
the repoſe of the count-duke, and the 
happy tranquillity by which they were 
ſucceeded, The occupations of the nanifter 
mn his retreat. „ rg 8 
F ADAM &d'Olivarez let her huſ- 
band ſet out for Loeches, and ſtaid 
a few days after him at court, with a 
defign to try it, by her tears and en- 
treaties, ſhe could not effe& his being 
recalled : but in vain did ſhe proftrate 
herſelf before their majeſties; the king 
had no regard to her remonſtrances, 
though artfully prepared; and the 
queen, who hated her mortally, beheld 
her tears with pleaſure. The miniſter's 
wife was not repulſed for all that: ſhe 
humbled herſelf ſo far as to implore 
the good offices of the queen's ladies; 
but the fruit which fhe reaped from her 
meanneſs was to perceive that it excited 


| contempt rather than compaſſion. Vexed 


at having taken ſuch humbling ſteps to 
no purpoſe, ſhe went and joined her 
huſband, to grieve with him for the loſs 
of a place, which, under a reign like 
that of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps 
the firſt of the monarchy. 

The lady's report of the condition in 
which ſhe left Madrid, redoubled the 
affliction of the count-duke: Your 
© enemies,” ſaid ſhe weeping, © the Duke 


© de Medina Cceli, and the other gran- 


« dees who hate you, incefſantly praiſe 
© the king for having deprived you of 
© the miniſtry ; and the people celebrate 


your diſgrace with an inſolence of joy, 
| ; 2 * of oh DT as. 


; 1# 


which he uſed to enter 
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in the morning by the kitchen-door, and 


feſſor and me, ſafely proceeded for Loe- 
ches, a ms, x belonging to him, where 


ther he repaired in leſs than four hours, 
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« as if the end .of the national misfor- 


© tunes was attached to that of your ad- 


© miniſtration.” 


Madam, faid my maſter to her, 


follow my example, and ſtifle your 


© ſorrow ;z we muſt yield to the tempeſt 
© which we cannot divert. I thought, 
< indeed, that I could have perpetuated 
my favour even to the end of my lite; 


the ordinary illuſion of miniſters and 


* favourites, who forget that their fate 
© depends upon their ſovereign. Has 
© not the Duke of Lerma been deceived 


„es well as I, though he imagined that 


his purple was the ſure guaranty of 


* 


* the eternal duration of his autho- 
« rity? EN | 
n this manner did he count-duke 


- . exhort his ſpouſe to arm herſelf with 
patience ; while he himſelf was in an 
agitation, which was daily increaſed by. 


the diſpatches which he received from 
Don Henry, who, having remained at 
court to obſerve, took care to inform 
him exactly of every thing that hap- 
pened: it was Scipio that brought 
the letters from that young nobleman, 


whom he ſtill ſerved, I having ines 
a 


Him on his marriage with Donna Juana. 
The diſpatches of this adopted fon were 


always filled with bad news, and un- 


happily no others were expected from 
'him. Sometimes he wrote, that the 
grandees, not contented with rejoicing 


publickly at the retreat of the count- 


duke, were again re · united to turn out 


all his creatures from the poſts and em- 


ployments which they poſſeſſed, to re- 


place them with his enemies; another 
time, he obſerved, that Don Lewis de 
Haro began to come into favour, and 
would, in all probability, be made 
prime- miniſter. Of all the diſagree- 
able news which my maſter received, 
that which ſeemed to aftect him moſt, 
was the change made in the vice-royalty 
.of Naples, which the court, ſolely to 
mortify him, took from the Duke de 


Medina de las Torres, whom he loved, 


and gave it to the Admiral of Caſtile, 
whom he had always hated. 


I may venture to ſay, that during 


three months his grace felt nothing in 


* 


grace, the good fortune to detach his 
Find from the court, His excellency | 


his ſolitude but trouble and chagrin : 
Hut his confeſſor, who was a Domini- 


| canfriap, and, with the moſt ſol'd piety, 


poſſeſſed a manly eloquence, had power 
enough to. conſole him. By means of 


repreſenting with energy, that ke ought 
to bend his thoughts entirely to his own 


ſalvation, he had, with the help of 


SI BLAS OF SANTILLANE,”” 


| 


Jad and thoughtful: the fur 
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would no * * hear any news from 
Madrid, his whole care being now en- 
roſſed in preparing for his Tater end. 
Madam d' Olivarez, alſo, making a good 
uſe of her retreat, met with a conſola- 
tion prepared by Providence in the 
convent which ſhe had founded. There 
were among the nuns ſome holy maidens, 
whoſe converſation, full of balm, inſen- 
ſibly ſweetened the bitterneſs of her liſe. 
In proportion as my maſter turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he be- 
came more and more tranquil; and in 
this manner regulated the day. He 
ſpent almoſt the whole morning in 
hearing maſs in the church of the con- 


vent, then returned to dinner; after 


which he amuſed himſelf about. two 
hours, in playing at all forts of games 
with me and ſome other of his moſt af- 
fectionate domeſticks ; then uſually re- 
tired by himſelf into his cloſet, where 
he remained till ſun-ſet; at which time 
he took a turn in his garden, or an 
airing in his coach, to the neighbour- 
hood of his caſtle, accompanied ſome- 
agen by his confeſſor, and ſometimes - 
by me. | 
One day, being alone with him, and 
admiring the ſerenity of his counte- 
nance, I took the liberty to ſay, * My 
© lord, allow me to expreſs my joy: 
from the air of ſatisfaction in yo 
© looks, I conclude that your excel- 
© lency begins to be accuſtomed to re- 
© tirement.'—* I am already quite fami- 
© liarized to it,* anſwered he: * and 
though I have been a long time uſed 
* to buſineſs, I proteſt to thee, child, 
© that I am every day more and more 
8 3 with the quiet and peaceable 
« life which I lead in this place. 
The count-duke becomes, all of a ſudden, 
izing cauſe 
e has melancholy, with it's tal conſe - 
quence. 5 wi 


IIS grace, in order to vary his 06- | 
cupations, amuſed himſe}f ſome. 


* 


| times alſo in cyltivating his garden. 


One day, while 1 beheld him at work, 
he ſaid to me, in a jocular ſtrain, * San. 
«© tillapg, thou ſeeſt a miniſter þaniſhed 
from court turned gardener at Loe- 
© ches.'—-+ My lord,” anſwered I, in the 
ſame tone, 4 methinks I ſee Dionyſius 
of Syracuſe, ſchoolmaſter at Corinth.” 
My maſter ſmiled at my reply, and was 
not at all diſpleaſed at the compariſon. 
All the people in the houſe were over- 
joyed to ſee their maſter, ſuperior to 
his diſgrace, charmed with a lite ſo diff. 
Xx 3 | ferent | 
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ferent from that which he had always 


ed, vien we perceived with ſorrow 
that he viſibly changed: he became 


gloomy, thoughtful, and ſunk into a 
moſt profound melancholy. He left off 


laying with us, and no longer ſeemed 


enfible of all that we could invent for 


His diverſion ; but locked himſelf up 
after dinner in his cloſet, where he re- 


mained alone till night: we imagined , 


that his chagrin had been occaſioned 


by the returning ideas of his paſt great- | 
neſs, and 1n that opinion Jeft with him 


the Dominican friar, whoſe eloquence, 


however, could not triumph over the 


melancholy of his grace, which, inſtead 
of diminiſhing, ſeemed daily to increaſe, 
It came into my head, that the pen- 
ſiveneſs of this miniſter - might have 
ſome particular cauſe, which he was 
unwilling to diſcloſe; and on this con- 
jecture 1 formed the deſign of draw- 
ing the ſecret from him: for this pur- 
poſe, I lay in wait for an opportunity 
. of ſpeaking to him in private, and hav- 
ing found it, My lord,“ ſaid I, with an 
air of reſpect ay Ap with affection; 
may Gil Blas be ſo bold as to put one 
* queſtion to his maſter ?- Speak, he 
replied ; © I give thee leave,*—* What, 
ſaid I, is become of that ſatisfaction 
which appeared in your excellency's 
«© face? have yon no longer that aſcen- 
© dancy which you had once gained over 
fortune? or does your loſt favour ex- 
cite new regret within you? Would 
© you be plunged again in that abyſs of 
© trouble from which your virtue hath 


© extricated you '—* No, thank Hea- | 


© ven!” reſumed the miniſter, my me- 
© mory is no longer engroſſed by the 
© part which 1 acted at court; I have 
© for ever forgot the honours which 1 
« there enjoyed. Why then,” ſaid I, 
© ſince you have philoſophy enough to 
© baniſh theſe things from your remem- 
© brance, are you to weak as to abandon 
c yourſelf to a melancholy which alarms 
© us all? What is the matter with you, 
my dear maſter?” added I, throwing 
mylelf at his feet, „you have, doubr- 
« leſs. ſome ſecret ſorrow that conſumes 
£you: will you make a myſtery of it to 
Sant lane, whoſe zeal, fidelity, aid. 
« diſcretion, you know ſo well? By 
« what misfortune have I loſt your con- 
— 
Thou haſt it ſtill,“ ſaid he; but I 
* confeſs I have a reluctance to reveal 
the cauſe of that ſadneſs with which 
thou ſeeſt me overwhelmed :' never- 
« theleſs, I cannot reſiſt the entreaties 
of {uch a ſervant and a friend asthee. 


 £ Kyo, then, the cauſe of my diſquiet, from his apparition. 


| 
| 


| 


© which is a ſecret that [ could impa 
to none but Santillane. Yes,” conti- 


mal melancholy, which gradually con- 
ſumes my life. I ſee almoſt ever 


* ſelf before me jn the moſt terrible 
© ſhape. ' In vain have I ſaid to myſelf 
© that it is no more than an illuſion, an 
© unſubſtantial phantom of my brain; 
© the continual apparition infeſts my 
view, and diſturbs my repoſe. Though 
my underſtanding is ſtrong enough to 


* nothing, 1 am notwithſtanding wea 

enough to be aſſſicted at the viſion. Thiy 
js what thou haſt forced me to diſcloſe, 
added he; * and thou mayeſt judge 
« whether or not I am to blame in con- 
« cealing from all the world the cauſe 
©of my elancholy.“ I was equally 


extraordinary declaration, 
a ſtrong indication of the machine's be- 
ing diſordered. « My lord,” ſaid It 

the miniſter, * is not this occaſioned 
by too little nouriſhment ? for your 


uV bat I imagined at firſt,* anſwered he; 
and to try if ii was actually owing to 
* my diet, I have for ſome days paſt 
© eaten more than uſual, but without 
© any effect: the phantom ſtill appears.“ 


eit will certainly diſappeat,* faid I, 


to conſole him; * and if your excellency 


ing again with your faithful ſervants, 
I believe you would ſoon find your- 
* ſe]f delivered from theſe gloomy va- 
« pours.” 8 . 
In a little time after this converſa- 
tion, his grace fell fick; and, finding 
the affair grow ſerious, ſent to Ma- 


had the reputatie nof curing their pa- 
tients ſometimes. As ſoon as the ar- 
rival of theſe laſt was reported in the 
caſtle, nothing was heard but groans 


and lamentations: the ſervants looked 


upon the death of their maſter as juſt at 
hand; To much were they prejudiced 


brought along with them an apotheca 

and ſurgeon, the uſual executioners of 
their preſcriptions. ' They let the nota- 
ries do their buſineſs ; after which they 
prepared to do their own. Being of 
Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their very 


bloodings ; ſo that in ſix days they re- 


on the ſeventh delivered him entirely 


nued he, I am a prey to the moſt diſ- 


moment a ſpectre, which preſents it- 


* perſuade me that this ſpectre is my ; 


grieved and aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch an. 
which was 


« abſtinence is exceſſive.— That was 


would. relax yourſelf a little, by play- 


drid for two notaries to make his will; 
as alſo for three famous phyſicians, who 


againſt theſe gentlemen, 'who had 


firſt conſultation” they ordered repeated 


duced the count-duke to extremity, and 


Upoy. 
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| Upon the death of this miniſter, a 
deep and ſincere forrow reigned in the 
aſtle of Loeches; all his domeſticks 


- wept bitterly : far from conſoling them 
ſelves far his loſs, with the certainty of 

being comprehended in his will, there 
5 them who wauld 


was not one among t 
not have renounced his legacy to recal 
him to life. As for me, who had been 
beloved by him, and whoſe attachment 


flowed from pure perſonal affection, 1 


was more afflicted than all the reſt; ; 5 
queſtion Whether I ſhed more tears for 
Antonia than for the count-duke. 


CH AP. XII. 


The tranſactions at the caſtle of Loeches 
after the death of the count-duke ; and 


the departure of Santillane. | 
"HE miniſter, according to his own 


direction, was buried without 
noiſe and pomp, ia the convent of nuns, 
by the ſound of our lamentations. 
After the funeral, Madam d'Olivareg 


ordered the will to be read, with which 
all the domeſticks had reaſon to be ſa- 
tisfied. Every one had a legacy pro- 
portioned to his ſtation; and the leaſt 
was two thouſand crowns: mine was 
the moſt conſiderable; his grace having 
| bequeathed to me ten thouſand piſtoles, 
as a proof of his particular affection. 
He did not forget the hoſpitals, and 
founded annual lervice in ſeveral con- 
vents. e 

Madam d'Olivarez ſent all the do- 
meſticks to Madrid, to receive their le- 
gacies from the Steward Don Raymond 
e ho had orders to pay them; 
but I could not accompany them, being 
detained at the caſtle ſeven or eight 
days by a high fever, which was the 
fruit of my affliction. In this ſituation 
JI was not abandoned by the Dominican 
Friar ; that good clergyman had con- 
ceived an aftection for me; and intereſt- 
ing himſelf in my ſalvation, aſked, when 
he ſaw me in a fair way, what Ll intended 
to do. 1 don't know, my good fa- 


ther, anſwered 1; I have not as yet | 


determined with myſelf on that ſcore : 
* at ſome moments I am tempted to 


« ſhut myſelf up in a cell, and do pe- 


* nance.'——" Thoſe are precious mo- 
ments cried the Dominican: Sig- 
* nior de Santillane, you will do well 
to profit by them. I adviſe you as a 


„friend, without your cealing to be a 


lay man, to retire, for example, into 


our qpnvent at Madrid; to make your- 
& ſelf a benefactor to it by a donation of 


all your fortune, and die there under 
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* the-habit'of St. Dominique. A great 
many people expiate a worldly lite by 
4 ſuch an end. NL od 
I was then in ſuch a diſpoſition of 
mind, that I began to reliſh the advice, 
and told his reverence that I would 
conſider. of it. But having conſulted 
Scipio, whom I ſaw immediately after 
the monk, he inveighed againſt that 
ſentiment, which ſeemed to him the 
whim of a ſick perſon. * Fye! Signior 
de Santillane,” ſaid he; can you be 
* pleaſed with ſuch a retreat ? will not 


| © your houſe at Lirias afford one much 


more agreeable ? if you was delighted 
„with it heretofore, you will. have a 
much better reliſh for the ſweets of 


it now that you are of an age much 
„more proper for taſting the beauties of 8 


nature.“ 
The ſon of Coſcolina 


opinion. 
« prevailed over the Dominican. 1 ſee 
it will be better for me to return to 
my caſtle; and fix my reſolution ac- 
* cordingly : we will repair to Lirias 
as ſoon as I fhall be in a condition 
* to travel.“ And this happened very 


ſoon ; for the fever. havipg left me in 
a little time, I found myſelf ſtrong 


enough to put my deſign in execution. 
Scipio and 1 went firſt to Madrid, the 
ſight of which city no longer gave me 
that pleaſure which I had formerly felt. 
As I knew that almoſt all it's inha- 
bitants abhorred the memory of a mi- 
niſter of whom I preſerved the moſt 
tender remembrance, I could not be- 
hold it with a favourable eye; and 
therefore ſtaid in it only five or ſix 
days, which Scipio employed in making 
preparations for our departure for Li- 
Tlas. 


me my legacy in doubloons: I like- 
wiſe viſited the receivers of the com- 
manderies on whom 1 had penſions, 
took meaſnres with them for the pay- 
ment; and, in a word, put all my affairs 
in oder „ 

On the evening before our departure, 
I aſked the ſon of Coſcolina, if he had 
taken his leave of Don Henry. Ves, 
anſwered he; we this morning parted 
good friends: he aſſured me that he 
© was ſoiry for my leaving him.+ But 


© if he was ſatisfied with me, I was not 


© ſo with him: it is not enough, that the 


et ; otherwiſe they are ill met. Be- 


« ſides, added he, Don Henry 


. 


A 


had no great 
difficulty in making me change my 
© Friend,” ſaid I, thou hat 


While he was buſy about our. 
equipage, I went to Caporis, u ho gave 


* - 


« valet pleaſes the maſter, the maſter 
7 ought, ut the ſame time, to pleaſe the 
ya 


makes - 
© but 


© but a pitiful figure at court, where 
Che 1s ſunk into the loweſt contempt. 
© He is even pointed at in the ſtreets, 


© and every body calls him the ſon of 


© the Genoeſe. So you may gueſs whe- 
© ther or not it is agreeable to a lad of 
© honour to ſerve a man in ſueh diſ- 
© grace.? 

At length we ſet out from Madrid 
early one morning, and took the road 

to Cuenca, in the following order and 
equipage: my confident and I were 


mounted in a chaiſe and pair, conduct. | 


ed by a poſtilion : three moyles, load- 

ed with our baggage and nioney, and 

led by two grooms, followed cloſe after; 
and two luſty lacquies, choſen by Scipio, 

mounted on mules, and armed to the 
teeth, brought up the rear; the grooms 

wore fabres, and the poſtilion had two 

good piſtols at his ſaddle-bow. As 

we were in all ſeven men, (ix of whom 

were very reſolute, I travelled merrily, 

without any apprehenſion of loſing my 

legacy. Our moyles proudly ſounding 

their bells in the villages through which 

we paſſed, the peaſants ran to their 

doors io ſee the march ef our equipage, 

which they imagined belonged to ſome 

grandee going to take poſſeſſion of a 

vice - royalty. 


CH AP. XIII. 


Cl Blas returns to his caſtle, where he is 
overjoyed to find Seraphina, his god- 
daughter, marriageable ; and falls in 
love with another lady. 


1 Spent fifteen days on the road to 
Lirias, being under no neceſſity of 
travelling faſt: all that 1 defired was 
to arrive at it ſafely; and my wiſh was 
accompliſhed. The fight of my caſtle 
at firſt inſpired me with ſome melan- 
choly thoughts, in recalling the me- 


mory of Antonia; but I ſoon baniſhed | 


them, by entertaining my fancy with 
more pleaſant ideas; and this I could 
the more ealily do, as twenty years, 
which were elapſed ſince her death, had 
a good deal weakened the force of my 
ſorrow. | 

As ſoon as I entered the caſtle, Bea- 
trice and her daughter came with great 
eagerneſs to ſalute me: then the father, 
mother, and child, hugged one another 
with tranſports of joy, which charmed 
me. | 

After their mutual embraces I looked 
at my god · daughier attentively, ſaying: 
« Can this be that Seraphina whom J 
left in the cradle, when I departed from 
© Lirias! I am overjoyed to ſee her 
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© again ſo tall and ſo handſome; we muſt 
have her ſettled for life. How] my 
* dear god- father, cried ſhe, reddening 
at my laſt words, you have ſeen me 
but for a moment, and you already 
* talk of getting rid of me! No, my 
* child,” anſwered I; we don't intend 
© to loſe you by marriage: we muſt have 
© a huſband who will enjoy you without 
* robbing your parents of your compa. 
© my, and in a manner live with us alto- 
« gether,” | | | 

Such an one offers at preſent,” ſaid 
Beatrice : © a gentleman of this country, 
© having ſeen Seraphina one day at maſs, 
© in the village-chapel, fell in bes with 
© her, He has been to viſit me, declared 
© his paſſion, and aſked my conſent. If 
« you. had it,” ſaid I to him, “ you 
« would be never the nearer; Seraphi- 
% na depends upon her father and god- 
„ father, who alone can diſpoſe of her. 
« All that I can do for you is to inform 
«© them by letter of your demand, which 
«© I own does honour to my daughter.” 
© Really, gentlemen,” added ſhe, I was 


going to write about it immediately; 


© but now that you are returned, you 
© ſhall do in it what you think proper.“ 
© But,” ſaid Scipio, what character 
© has this hidalgo ? is he like moſt of your 
© \mall gentry, proud of his nobility, and 
© inſolent to plebeians? “ Not at all,“ 
replied Beatrice; © he is a ſweet-tem- 
«© pered young man, extremely polite, 
© has a good mein, and is not yet full 
© thirty.'—: You draw an agreeable pic- 
© ture of that cavalier,” ſaid 1 to Beatrice; 
pray, what is his name?! Don Juan 
de Jutella,“ anſwered Scipio's wife: 
© he has but lately ſucceeded to his fa- 
ther, and lives in a caſtle about a league 
from hence, with a younger ſiſter, who 
cis under his care.“ I have formerly,” 
faid I, © heard of this gentleman's fami- 
ly, which is one of the moſt noble in 


© the kingdom of Valencia.'—' I eſteem 


© his nobility,” cried Scipio, * lefs than 
«© the qualities of his heart and under- 
« ftanding, and this Don Juan will ſuit 
© us very well, provided he be a man of 
© honour.'—* He has the reputation of 
one,“ ſaid Seraphina, joining in the 
converſation: * the inhabitants of Lirias, 
© who know him, give him the beſt of 
characters.“ At theſe words of my god- 


daughter, I ſmiled to her father ; who, 


having likewiſe abſerved them, con- 
cluded that his' daughter was not diſ- 
pleaſed at her gallant. . 

This cavalier ſoon got notice of our 
arrival at Lirias; and two days after 
appeared at our Caitle, He ſaluted us 

et gracefully ; 


Wo 
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grace fully; and, far from contradicting | though I affected to look at her as little 
by his preſence what Beatrice had ſai 
to his advantage, his behaviour made 
us conceive an high opinion of his merit. 
He told us, that, as our neighbour, he 

had come to congratulate us upon our 
happy return; and we received him with 
all the courteſy in our power; but this 
viſit, which was made out of pure civi- 
lity, paſſed in mutual compliments; and 
Don Juan, without having mentioned a 
ſyllable of his paſlion for Seraphina, re- 
tired, only deſiring our permiſſion to | Jutella as I had entered it; and on my 
ofit by a neighbourhood which he | return to Lirias, my mind was fowholly 
reſaw would be very agreeable to him. ere, by Dorothea, that I ſaw nothing 
When he was gone, Beatrice aſking our t her, and ſhe was the ſole ſubject of 
opinibns of the gentleman, we anſwered, | my converſation. * How, maſter?” ſaid 
that he had prepoſſeiſed us in his favour ; | Scipio, looking at me with aſtoniſhment, 
and that, in all appearance, Fortune | © you are very full of Don Juan's ſiſter. 
could not offer a better match for Sera-. | * Hath the made a conqueſt of your 
ina. | © heart “ Yes, friend, anſwe 
The very next day I went out after and I bluſh at my own weakneſs. O 


„ _—_— 


met, ſhe darted freth arrews into 


not a perfect beauty; for, though her 
ſkin was of a dazzling whiteneſs, and her 
lips of the complexion of the roſe, her 


eyes too little. Nevertheleſs, the whole 


together quite enchanted me. 
In ſhort, I did not leave the caffle 


dinner, with Coſcolina's ſon, to return | * Heavens! muſt I, who, ſince Antonias 


the viſit which we owed to Don Juan. 
We took the road to his caſtle, conduct - 
ed by a guide, who (when we had walked 
about three quarters of an hour) ſaid 
There is the caſtle of Don Juan de Ju- 
tella.“ In vain did we caſt our eyes all 
around the country : it was along time 
before we perceived it; nay, wedid not 
diſcover it till we arrived at the gate ; 
for it was ſituated at the foot of a moun- 
tain, in the middle of a wood, whoſe 
lofty trees concealed it from the view. 
The houſe denoted the nobility more 
than the opulence of it's maſter ; how- 
ever, when we entered, we found the | © perſon as yon: and beſides, if it is ab- 
crazineſs of the building compenſated by J * folutely neceſſary that Dorothea's huſ. 
the richneſs of the furniture. 4 © band ſhould be a gentleman, are not 
Don juan received us in a very hand- | you one? You have letters of nobility, 
ſome hall, where he introduced us to a | * and that is enough for your poſterity, 
lady whom he called his ſiſter Dorothea, * when time ſhall have ſhrouded the 
pong who ſeemed to be about the age of | letters with that thick veil which co- 
nineteen or twenty. She was full dreff- vers the origin of all great families. 
ed; becauſe, having expected our viſit, “ After four or five generations, the race 
ſhe was deſirous of appearing as amiable of Santillane will be moſt illuſtrious P 
as ſhe could ; and, offering herſelf to my | | 
view in all her charms, ſhe made the CHAP; aur LL ASE: 
ſame impreſſion that Antonia bad made 
upon my heart; that is, I was diſcon- | 
certed; but concealed my diſorder ſo 
well, that Scipio himſelf did not obſerve 
it. Our converſation, like that of the, 
precedihg day, turned upon the mutual 


© death, have beheld a thouſand beautics 
© with indifference, meet with one at 

© age, who, in ſpite of all his endea- 
vours, inflames me with lovel'—" Well, 
Sir, replied Cofcolina's fon; * you 
© ought to rejoice inſtead of complaining 
© at the adventure: there is nothing ri- 


© love; and time hath not as yet ſo 
© rowed your brow, as to deprive you of 


vice; and when next youſee Don Ju- 
© an, boldly demand his fiſter in mar- 


which concludes 
Santillane. 


domme by this diſcourſe, encou- 


another, and living together in good he expoſed me to the riſque of a refuſal : 
neighbourhood. He did not, as yet, I could not, however, determine 
ſpeak to us of Seraphina, and we gave || it without trembling ; for, although | 8 
him no encouragement to declare his | looked younger than I was, and could 


paſſion, reſolving. that it ſhould firſt have ſunk ten good years at leaſt of my 
age, I could not help thinking I had 


come from himſelf. During the conver- 
lation, I frequently eyed Dorothea, '} good reaſon to doubt of my pleaſing a 


young 


as poſſible ; and every time our eyes 


ſoul. I muſt ſay, however, for the ſake. 
of truth, that thjs beloved object was 


* diculous in a man of your age being in 
Kr 
* the hope of pleaſing. Take my ad- 


© riage ; he cannot refuſe her to ſuch a 


The double 2 celebrate 2 e a 


noſe was ſomewhat too long, and her 


1 


raged me to declare myſelf the lover 
pleafure we ſhould enjoy, in viſiting one of Dorothea, without conſidering that 
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young beauty. I reſolved, nevertheleſs, 
to riſque the demand, as ſoen as I ſhould 
ſee her brother, who, for his part, be- 
ing uncertain of obtaining my god- 
daughter, was not without abundance 
of anxiety. . ; | 3 

He returned to my houſe next morn- 
ing juſt as I had done dreſſing, and ſaid, 
« Signior de Santillane, I am come to- 
« day to talk with you about a ſerious 
« affair.* | I carried him into my cloſet, 
where coming to the point at once, © I 
believe, continued he, that you are 
not ignorant of my errand. I love 
« Seraphina ; and as you can ſway her 
father to any thing, pray, render him 
« favourable to me; procure for me the 
object of my paſſions and let me owe 
the happineſs of my life to you.'— 
« Signior Don Juan,” anſwered I, © fince 
you come to the buſineſs at once, give 
- © me leave to follow your example; and, 


« after having promiſed you my good 


offices with the father of my god- 
« daughter, to demand your intereſt 
s with your ſiſter, in my behalf“ 


At theſe laſt words, Don Juan ex- 


preſſed an agreeable ſurprize, from 
which I drew a favourable omen. Is 
« jt poſſible,” cried he, that Dorothea 


made a conqueſt of your heart yeſter- 


day?“ J am quite charmed with 
her l' ſaid I; and will think myſelf 
© the happieſt of mankind, if my de- 
mand is agreeable to you both.'—* Of 
« that you may be afſured,*.he replied : 
4 noble as we are, we will not diſdain 
your alliance.'—*I am very glad,” 
anſwered I, that you make no dif- 
s ficulty in receiving a plebeian for your 


£ brother-in-law : I eſteem you the more 


con that account; and in ſo doing you 


© ſhew your good underſtanding : but 
* were you even ſo vain as to refuſe your 
© fiſter's hand to any body but a gentle- 
© man, know, that I could ſatisfy your 


« pride ; I have laboured twenty years 


© under the miniſter; and the king, to 
£ recompenſe the ſervices which'I have 
« done the ſtate, has gratified me with 
letters of nobility, which you ſhall 
« ſee.” So ſaying, I took my patent out 


of my drawer where it lay concealed, . 


and preſented it to'the gentleman, who 


read it attentively from beginning to 


end with vaſt ſatis faction. This is 

« excellent |? ſaid he, reſtoring the pa- 

pers: © Dorothea is yours.'—* And 

4 you, cried I, may depend upon Se- 
© raphina.? . | 

 . Theſe two marriages being thus re- 

ſolved upon, all that remained was to 


| 


* 


However, I was 


know if the brides would conſent with 
a good. grace; for Don Juan and 1; 
being equally delicate, did not intend 
to force their inclinations. That gen- 


tleman returned; therefore, M his ca.” 


tle of Jutella, to propoſe me to his 
ſiſter; and, I aſſembled Scipio, Bea- 


trice, and their daugliter, to communi- 
cate the converſation I had with that 
cavalier. Beatrice was for accepting 
him without heſitation ; and Seraphina, 
by her ſilence, ſhewed that ſhe was of 
her mother's opinion. As to the fa- 
ther, he was not indeed averſe to the 


match; but exprefſed ſome uneaſineſs 


about the dowry, which, he faid, muſt 
be given to the gentleman, whoſe caſtle 
had ſuch preſſing need of repairs, 


a*® 


i 
" TO ca a as ad ee 


rt. 


ſtopped Scipio's mouth, telling him, thar 


affair concerned me; and that I would 
make a preſent to my e eee of 
four thouſand piſtoles for her portion. 


* 


Don Juan returning that very even- 


ing, * Your affairs, ſaid T to him, ſuc- 
«* ceed to a miracle: I wiſh mine may 
be in no worſe condition. They 
are alſo on an excellent footing,* he 


replied ; © I had no occaſion to employ 


© authority to obtain Dorothea's con- 
* ſent: your perſon is to her liking, and 
© ſhe is pleaſed with your behaviour. 


© You was apprehenfive of your being 


« diſagreeable to her; and the is more 
« juſtly afraid, that having nothing but 
© her heart and hand to offer “ What 
© more would I have l cried Lina tranſi. 
port of joy: © ſince. the charming Do- 
© rothea has no reluctance. to unite her 
fate with mine, I aſk no more: I am 
© rich enough to marry her without a 
portion, and the poſſeſſion of her alone 
© will crown my wiſhes? “h! 

Don Juan and I, very well pleaſed 
with having brought matterg happily ſo 
far, reſolved to haſten our nuptials, by 


ſuppreſſing all ſuperfluous. ceremonies. 


I brought this gentleman and Sera- 
3 parents together; and after they 

ad agreed upon the conditions of the 
marriage, he took his leave, promiſing 
to return next day with Dorethea. The 
deſire J had of appearing agreeable to 
that lady, made me employ three good 
hours at leaſt in adjuſting and Adoniz- 
ing myſelf; and yet, for all that, I 
could not make myſelf pleaſed with my 
own perſon. It is only a pleaſure for 
a young man to prepare himſelf for 
viſiting his miftreſs; but to one who be- 

ins to grow old, it is quite -a fatigue. 
more happy than I de- 


ſeryed to be. | 
4 . When 
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i 
. When next I ſaw Don Juan's ſiſter, j was very ſingular, the two ſiſters- in- 
4 ſne regarded me with ſuch a ourabil law conceived the moſt paſſionate friend - 
9 eye, that I imagined myſelf ſtill good | ſhip for one another. As for my part, 
5 for ſomething. I had a long converſa- | I.found fo many good qualities in my 
8 tion with her, was charmed with her | brother-in-law, that I felt a real affec- 
. diſpoſition, and concluded, that, with | tion for him, and he did not repay it 
. delicate behaviour, and a great deal of | with ingraritude. - In ſhort, the union 
: complaifance, I. ſhould become a be- | that reigned among us was ſuch, that in 
. loved ſpouſe. Elevated with this agree - the evening, when we parted only till 


able hope, I ſent to Valencia for two | next day, that ſeparation was not per- 

_ Notaries, who drew. up the contract of | formed without pain; ſo that of the 
marriage ; then we had recourſe to the | two families we reſolved to make one, 
Curate of Paterna, who came to Lirias, | which ſhould live ſometimes at the 
and married Don Juan and me to our | caſtle of Lirias, and ſometimes at that 
miſtreſſes. EE of Jutella, which, for this purpoſe, re- 

Thus, for a ſecond time, did I light | ceived great reparations, by the help 

the torch of Hymen, and had no cauſe. | of his excellency's piſtoles, 

to repent my conduct. Dorothea, like | I have for three years, gentle reader, 

a a virtuous wife, made a pleaſure of her | led a delicious life with people whom I 

duty; and, ſenſible of my care to an- | love ſo much; and, to crown my fe- 
ticipate her deſires, ſoon attached her- licity, Heaven has bleſſed me with two} . 
ſelf to me, as much as if I had been a | children, whom I piouſly believe to 
'oung man. On the other hand, Don | be my own, and whoſe education ſhall * 
fun and my god-daughter were in - | be the amuſement 6f my old age. 
flamed with mutual ardour ; and, what i F 
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EP ES og ; - ; vp == 7 n A 
UR Tranflator was born near Cameron on the banks of che River Leden 

in Scotland, 1720. We are told that he received a elaſſical education, and 
was bred to Phyſick and Surgery. He was however more celebrated for his lite- 
rature than for any (kill in his profeſſion. He was at the ſiege of Carthagena, as 
ſurgeon or ſurgeon's mate, an account of which expedition he gives: himſelf, 
There is alſo a ſhort narrative of this expedition in a Work called, „A Com- 
« pendium of Authentick Voyages digeſted in a Chronological Series;“ on 
which account it was fuppoſed that he was the Author of this; and indeed it is 
likely, for like all SMOLLETT's own Works, it is written with too much acri- 
mony. a : | 


His connection with the ſea ſeems not to have laſted long, and he probably > 
wrote ſeveral things before he became known by his tranſlations, Es | 


In 1746-7, he publiſhed a « Satire,” in two parts, which way afterwards added 
to his Collection of Plays and Poems. | 


When he was only eighteen years of age, he wrote a Tragedy, called, The 
% Regicide,“ founded on the Story of James I. of Scotland. This he publiſhed 
by Subſcription in 1749, with a Preface, in which he bitterly inveighs againſt 
falſe patrons and the duplicity of Theatrical Managers. In 1157 his Comedy of 
the Repriſals (an Aſterpiece of two Acts) was performed at Drury-lane Theatre, 
which, with his Tragedy, is printed in the above Collection. He had before pre- 
- pared for Mr. Rich, an Opera, entitled, ** Alceſte,” which has never been per- 

ormed or printed: the muſick to it was compoſed by Mr. HANDEL. who findin 
that no uſe was to be made of it,-afterwards adapted itto Daypen's lefſer Ode 
for St. Cecllia's Day. He did not, however, confine, himſelf to play-writing, 
having occaſionally publifhed ſome Novels of the extravagant kind, and exceeding 
the bounds of Nature. 8 e ; 22 5 


* 
* 


ü N AW Roe. ; 

Before he took a houſe at Chelſea, he attempted to ſettle as Practitioner of 
Phyſick, at Bath, and with that view publiſhed in 1752, a Treatiſe upon the 
Waters there; but, not ſucceeding, he abandoned Phylick altogether as a pro- 
feſſion, and turned his thoughts to writing as what he muit depend on for ſup- 
port. e | : . = 


It was at this period and under this conſideration that he gave the Public thoſe 
entertaining tranſlations of Gil Blas and Don Quixote, the latter of which was 
publiſhed in two Vol. 4to. 1755. He allo tranſlated Telemachus, which, did not 
appear till after his death. His name likewiſe appears to a tranflation of Vor- 
TAIRE'S Proſe Works, in which, however, he is ſuppoſed to have had but little 
concern. He was likewiſe employed in ſome aries particularly thoſe of 
France, Italy, and Germany. : | 
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+ THE LIFE OF DR. TOBIAS SMOLLET. 338 
In 1755, he had ſet on foot the © Eritical Review,” and continued the prin- 
Cipal Manager thereof till he went abroad for the firſt time in 1763. This pub- 
lication e, him in ſome controverdes, of which the moſt material to him 
was that occaſioned by his Remarks on a Pamphlet of Admiral KnowLes, in 
defence of his conduct on the expedition to Rochfort. The Admiral commenced 
a proſecution, which terminated in the Doctor's being fined 1001, and condemned 
to three months impriſonment in the King's Bench. From the commencement . } 
of the Review he was always conſidered as the Author of it, and thus became 
frequently cenſured on account of articles in which he had no concern. 


In 1762, when Lord BuTz was ſuppoſed to have the reins of government in 
his hands, writers were ſought to be aiding and affiſting to him, and among others 
Dr. SMOLLETT was pitched upon; who, on the 29th of May, in that year, pub- 
liſhed the firſt Number of “ The Briton.” This was immediately followed by 
the publication of The North Briton ;” which at N diſſolved a friendſhip. 
that had long ſubſiſted between the Authors of thefe performances. The 
% Briton” continued to be publiſhed until February 12, 1763, when it was laid 
down; yet Dr. SMOLLETT is ſuppoſed to have written other Pieces in ſupport of 
the ſame cauſe; and the Adventures of an Atom,“ in two ſmall Volumes, are 


known to be his productions. 1 ö 2 . 
wee have already obſerved that he went abroad, which was in the year 176g : 
His health required this, and he continued two years in Franceand Italy. During 
_ theſe travels he appears to have laboured under a conſtant fit of chagrin, being 
in his nature impatient and aerimonious. His relation of them is abſolutely, 
cynical, and STERNE, in his Sentimental Journey, has animadverted upon him 
for this, under the character of Smelfungus; nay, he even uſes his own words 
„ 7— illuſtrate his ſplenetic humour, viz. It is nothing but a —_ cuck-pit ;** 
_ *"' ſpeaking of the Pantheon'at Rome. After his return t England his healtiy be-. 
gan 8 Teckine, and this, with other diſagreeable things, ſent him back to Italy, 
5 wherg, þe died © ober 21, 1774, A'monument hath been erected to his memory, 
near Leghorn, with an Epitaph" written by his friend Dyi At MSYTRONG; Author 
pf the * Art of preſerving Health, &. as alſo a pillar with an inſcription. on 
( the Banks of the Leven, by Jamzs SMoLLETT of Bonhill, his couſin. , _ 


a ” 248.4 4+ 


 SMoLLETT was one of thoſe ingenious and learned perſons whom Pigrivs 

„ VALERIANUS would have inſerted in his book «© De Infelicitate . Literatorum.“' 
He had certainly very uncommon powers and attainments, yet never had higher 
| marry than B6okſeMers.”” His Biographer attribtetes this ti a certain loſtineſs and 
elevation of ſefitiment. and character which he poſſeſſed, which, as he rightly, adds, 
are but poor qualifications for currying favour with thoſe who are able to confer * | 
favours, He met too with many mortifications and diſappointments. © T am- 
old eftough,” fays he, in a letter to his friend Gan RICK,“ to have ſeen and 
„ gbſerved thin ve are all play- things of fortune, and that it depends upon ſome- 
„A thing az inſignificant and precarious as the toſſing up of a half - penny, whether 
d man riſes to affluence and honours, or continues to his dying-day ſtruggling 
* with the: difficuhties and diſgraces of life“ I 


V difficulties and difgraces he had to e and he had not the hap- 
jeſt temperament for ſuch ſort of conflicts. He was too ſenfibtr, as the French 
xpreſs it—traduced by malice, abandoned by falſe patrons (Lord BuTE and Co.) 

- and overwhelmed. by the death ofa daughter, and an only child, he gave vent to 
© _ uſeleſs fepfmings: notwithſtanding tlits. unfortunate man, for ſuch he certainly 
bad ab us et a man of virtue as well as abilities, poſſeſſed of good as w ell as great 
nee eee many; lights, ebe well as reſpectable, and who ſhould ſeem 
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IS ingenious French Author was born at Ruys, in Bretany, in 1667, and 
may perhaps be reckoned among thoſe who have. written the Language 
of, their country the neareſt to perfection. He was poſſeſſed of uncorgmon Wit 
and Taſte, and had a happy art in _—_ way his ideas in the RG @ eaſy and na- 


42 


ann manner. 5 ; | ; 
15 $xc E'S firſt brad was a ee N of <4 Ariſtgneturs 
46 Letters. „From this he derived no inconſiderable fame. He afterwards pro» 


duced his « Le Diable Boiteux, in two Vols. 12mo. which was taken from 


the Diabolo Cojuelo, of Guevara.” But the moſt famous of all his Works 
is Gil Blas, the plan of which he borrowed from ( Don Guſman d' Alfarache: 
This admired Work eſtabliſned his fame. The Romance of Gil Blas,“ (ſays 


. . Vouraire), ©« continues to be read, becauſe the Author has imitated Nature in 


& jt,” Belides theſe he produced his Le Bachelier de Salamanque;“ and alſo 


a New Don Quichotte;“ with ſeveral comedies which were : well received at the 
th French 2 N 


Le Sao 8 himſelf K endes by his e nl though by never en · 
joyed affluence, he did not know the miſeries of indigence. He ſtudied the 
Spaniſh Tongue, and in order to become the more perfect in that, and at the 
ſame time acquainted with the Spaniſh cuſtoms, he made a journey into Spain, 
His partiality to Spain, as the ſcene of his Works, is remarkable, for he not 


only took the Plans of his Romances from the Spaniſh Authors, as obſerved 


above, but, in all his writings imitated the manners of that nation in a very 
{kilful manner, We are not, however, to ſuppoſe that he was attached to 
4 | Spain 
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ACCOUNT: OF-ALAIN RENE LE SAGE. 250 


Spain on this account, but ſeeing the inhabitants of that country, by reaſon 
of their intrigues, jealoufies, w whims, dc. are more liable to ſatire than others, 
they were conſequently eſteemed by our Author the beſt characters for his 
orie: And,“ indeed, it has been generally obſerved, that thoſe-Dramatic 
Pieces which are founded on Spaniſh Plots, and conſiſt of Spaniſh CharaRers 
 Gilplay the . variety of incidents. . . e 


3 
- 


Le SAGE was exceedingly 8 ne had not derewichal to be 
charitable. Notwithſtanding he was very ſtudious, he could ſpare time to 
converſe with his friends whom. he was always as happy to fee, as they were 
to ſee him, for he was ever eſteemed a good. companion, wo died at-an humble 
_ reſidence near 0 in a 2747; E eighty; 2 
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NOVELS and ROMANCES. | 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH, &c. 5 


Containing 2 077 Tranſlations of a Variety of FRENCH. SPANISH, 


NV Aptlogy is neceſſary for ſelefting this Volume as a SUPPLEMENT #» 


TEmbellihed with an Elegant FRONTISPIECE, and an Engraved VIGNETTE 


TITLE PAGE), 


"N08: of THIS WORK . 
3 O. 85, N T „n a 9g. ES) 


= COMMENCING WITH 


BEING A SUPPLEMENT TO 
THE CELEBRATED NOVELS OF 
" PAMELA, SIR CHARLES GRANDISON, 


CLARISSA HARLOWE, DON QUIXOTE, 
| and GIL BIAS. 


and Other FOREIGN NOVELS, TALES, ROMANCES, ALLE. 
GORIES, ADVENTURES, Sc. Written by Eminent Au Tons. 


eur Elegant, Entertaining, and Inſtructive WORK. It is carefully Tran- 
flated from the French Original, lately publiſhed at Paris, with univerſal Ap- 


French, yet ſome of them (having been tranſlated into that Language. frm 


= But though this Volume of Novels and Romances was taken from the 


anuſcripts fi f writt/n in Greece, Rome, Perſia, Arabia, India, Spain, 
Italy, Sc.) conſequently relate io the Manners and Cuſtoms of thoſe Coun- 


tries as well as France. 


The Whole to be comprized in One Large Octavo Volume, embelliſhed 


with CoPPER-PLATES. : 


The ere will be completed in only Ten Numbers, making the 


Eighth and Laſt Volume of this univerſally approved Work ; fo that 
HOGG's NEW NOVELIST's MAGAZINE, including the Supple- 


ment, will not exceed the moderate Quantity of only 94 Numbers, com- 


prizing the molt celebrated Novels worth Reading and Preſervation, 
making Eight elegant Volumes in Octavo, and at a price not excceding 
the Charge of Binding the Small inferior Editions—which renders the 
Binding alone of Novels in the Pocket Size ſo exceedingly expenſive to 
the Purchaſers, | | SETS 
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HOGG's New N ovelift's Magazine, 1 
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GIL BLAG . 
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ne Apen a ate” deſired, for the + coi or this Work, as” GEE of 
the mfelves, not to bind up oft the Sheets while they are in th 
damp; to take Care that the Whole is folded as even as poſſible; to plough o 
but little of the Margin; and to attend carefully to the e of the. Coppere- 
Plates in the following Manner: 


| | 6. 76 FRONTISPIECE, es, 8 ie 
%%% Bras 1 ie Feats of aan: to e the 
Vighattt Title Page zo Vol. VII. 
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= 2 Danje'Sephora poking GiVBles i fas] Page x abs 


77. Gil Blas overwhelmed ants joy a at the bird * 


TITS, 


EE 1 Gil Blas 8 gallant, and de i to 4a 
lach according to an appomtment— 
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79. . Ceſar' entertainment in the hall ; — 279 5 
80. Don Raphael purchaſing ſlaves W 154 


81. The robbers leading Gil Blas to the gabe 
neous cave == 85 — 


82. Portrait 9 . Soll I. D. W = 
| of Don Quixote and Gil Blas 8 384 
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83. Portrait of * = IN Author wy Gil 115 3 
to Face Page * 
84. The conſtable ror" Gag tow GE TILE: 
dhe ſtate, and brought priſoner to the caſtle» 
of Palermo _ SWS A 
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. Binders are 3 to 5 5 that Directions for PER . + 
Colors Fines of Vol. I. II. III. IV. V. and VI. conſiſting of Pamela, 5 


Grandiſon, Clarifla, and Don > Quizote, are attached to Numbers * 36 6 4 | 


44+ The 8 containing elegant Trandlations of ForeignN Wer, 


| will commence with No. 86, and finally conclude the Work at No. 94, $ ; 
| making Vol. VIII, The Printer therefere can aſſure the Public that Mr N 


HOGG's NEW NOVELIST MAGAZINE, including PAMELA” 


|= GRANDISON, CLARISSA, DON QUIXOTE, GIL BLAS, and 
©. the SUPPLEMEN T. will not exceed the moderate Quantity of 94 Num- 5 ; . if 
| bers, comprizing thoſe Novels worth Reading and Preſervation, making A E 


be 


Eight elegant Volumes in Octavo, and at a price not exceeding be 
| Chargeof Binding the Small inferior Editions—which evidently ſhews the 8 
Binding alone of Novels in the Pocks Size is 8 SO to M0. 43 7 
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